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PREFACE. 

A  S  it  would  give  us  the  greateft  con- 
-*■  cern,  that  any  part  of  that  Public, 
to  whom  we  owe  fuch  long-continued 
and  infinite  obligations,  fhould  attribute  the 
latenefs  of  our  publication,  either  to  an 
unthankful  rerniffnefs  on  our  fide,  or  to  a 
prefumptuous  confidence  on  their  favour, 
we  think  it  neceiTary  at  this  time  to  fay  a 
few  words  upon  the  fubjedt. 

9 

\ 

Our  firft  confiderable  failure  in  point  of 
time,  proceeded  from  unavoidable  misfor¬ 
tune;  from  long  and  dangerous  illnefs ;  a 
fort  of  interruption,  which  a  courfe  of 
years  muft  be  expected  naturally  to  pro¬ 
duce.  Whoever  will  at  all  confider  the 
nature  of  an  annual  work,  of  great  diver- 

fity. 


VI  PREFACE. 

fit y,  attention  and  labour,  in  which  the 
bufinefs  of  the  coming  year  is  conftantly 
preffing  upon  the  prefen t,  will  eafily  con¬ 
ceive  the  difficulty  of  fpeedily  recovering 
any  confiderable  portion  of  loft  time,  even 
fuppofing  things  ftill  to  continue  in  their 
ufual  and  ordinary  courfe.  But  in  the  in¬ 
stance  we  mention,  the  occafional  delay 
was  immediately  fucceeded  by  an  unex¬ 
pected  and  extraordinary  acceffion  of  bufi¬ 
nefs  ;  which  has  fince  continually  increafed, 
until  it  has  arrived  at  a  magnitude  before 
unknown.  Thus  the  original  difficulty 
was  not  only  rendered  inlurmountable,  but 
the  evil  itfelf  became  of  neceffify  greater. 


If  the  Annual  Regifter  were  entirely  a 
compilation,  we  fhould  have  much  to  an- 
fiver  for  any  failure  in  point  of  time.  But 
the  nature  of  the  hiftorical  part,  does  not 
admit  of  luch  precifion.  It  muff,  in  that 
refpeCfe,  as  in  all  others,  be  governed  by 
the  importance  and  magnitude  of  its  ob¬ 


jects. 
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vn 


jects.  While  the  ffate  of  public  affairs 
continues  to  render  it  the  principal  and 
mod:  interefting  part  of  our  work,  we  fhall 
run  no  race  againft  time  in  its  execution. 
We  owe  too  much  to  the. Public,  to  make 
them  fo  bad  a  return  for  their  favour ;  we 
owe  too  much  to  ourfelves,  to  forfeit  the 
high  reputation  in  which  the  work  now 
ftands  abroad  as  well  as  at  home.  We 
truft  that  the  readers  of  our  prefent  Hiffory, 
will  equally  acquit  us  of  remifinefs  in  the 
execution,  and  of  an  undue  prefumption 
on  their  favour  in  the  delay. 
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Retrofpefiive  view  of  the  affairs  of  Europe  in  the  year  1 779*  State' of 
the  bclligerant  powers  in  Germany.  Event  of  the  late  campaign ,  in¬ 
duces  a  difpofition  favourable  to  the  pacific  views  of  the  Emprefs -Queen  ; 
which  are  farther  fcconded  by  the  mediation  of  Ruff  a  and  France .  A 
fufpenfon  of  arms  publijhed ,  and  the  Gongrejs  for  negociating  a  peace 
affembles  at  Fefchen.  Freaty  of  peace  concluded .  Differences  between 
Ruff  a  and  the  Portey  threaten  a  new  war .  Negotiation  conducted, 
arid  a  new  convention  concluded ,  under  the  mediation  of  the  French  mi- 
r.fier .  Naval  preparations  by  Spain.  Opens  the  war  voitk  the  fiege 
of  Gibraltar .  France.  Confluences  of  the  appointment  of  M,  Necker 
to  the  government  of  the  French  finances.  Successful  expedition  to  the 
coaft  of  Africa.  Ineffectual  attempt  upon  the  Ijland  of  fee  fey.  Fhreat 
of  an  invafion,  and  great  preparations  apparently  for  that  purpofe. 
French  fleet  fails  from  Brefi ,  and  proceeds  tc  the  coafis  of  Spain.  Com¬ 
bined  fleets  ofl  France  and  Spain  enter  the  Brilfis  channel ,  and  appear 
in  great  florce  beflore  Plymouth.  Enemy  quit  the  channel,  return  again  ; 
at  length  finally  quit  the  Britifh  coafis }  and  proceed  to  Brefi. 

\ 

t  b  AHE  little  effect  produced  by  if  not  entirely  fufficient  to  pro- 
X  the  contention  of  the  great-  duce  an  adiual  defire  of  peace  on 
eft  leaders,  and  of  the  greateft  both  fides,  could  net,  however, 
armies  in  the  world,  during  the  fail  to  induce  a  kind  of  languof* 
campaign  of  1778,  in  Bohemia,  and  wearifonrnnefs,  and  in  fame 
Vol.  X^III.  [A] 
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conliderable  degree  to  wear  away 
that  quick  relilh,  and  keen-  ap¬ 
petite  for  war,  which  great  and 
untried  force  and  talents,  ading 
under  the  fanguine  hopes  of  yet 
un foiled  ambition,  are  fo  emi¬ 
nently  calculated  to  excite. 

We  have  heretofore  Ihewn,  that 
this  was  not  fo  much  a  war  ,  of 
choice,  as  of  prudence,  forefight, 
and  political  neceffity,  on  the  fide 
of  the  King  of  Pruffia.  He 
made  no  claims ;  he  had  no  im¬ 
mediate  object  of  enlarging  his 
dominions  in  view  ;  nor  if  he  had, 
was  the  prefent  date  of  public 
affairs  in  any  degree  favourable 
to  fitch  a  defign.  Neither  his 
time  of  life,  his.  great  experience 
-in  war,  nor  the  full  knowledge 
he  had  of  the  power  and  ability 
of  his  adverfary,  were  at  all  cal¬ 
culated  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  en¬ 
terprise.  On  the  contrary,  the 
defire  of  fettling,  improving,  and 
confolidating  with  his  antient 
people  and  dominions,  the  new 
fubjeds  and  acquidtions  he  had 
gained  on  the  fide  of  Poland,  to¬ 
gether  with  that  dill  ftronger 
wilh,  of  tranfmitting  a  peaceable 
poffeffion,  and  undim  in  idled  force 
to  his  fuccedor,  were  objects 
which  tended  powerfully  to  dif- 
pofe  him  to  the  prefervation,  fo 
far  as  it  could  be  properly  and 
wifely  done,  of  the  public  tranqui¬ 
lity. 

But  no  motives,  however  co¬ 
gent,  could  jpdify  to  him,  in  a 
political  view,  the  admitting  of 
any  condderable  addition  of 
ftrength  -and  dominion,  to  the 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Attdria  ; 
more' especially,  when  this  addi¬ 
tion  was  to  edablidi  a  precedent 
of  innovation  and  difmemberment  , 
which  might  in  titue  be  equally 


extended  to  all  the  other  dates 
•that  compofe  the  Germanic  body. 
Upon  the  whole  it  would  almod 
feem,  as  if  fortune,  who  had  fo 
often  wonderfully  befriended  that 
hero,  and  whole  apparent  defer- 
tions  of  him  in  cafes  of  great 
danger,  (which  were  no  lefs  con- 
fpicuous  than  her  favours)  always 
tended  ultimately  to  the  increafe 
of  his  fame,  was  now  anxious  to 
affix  a  new  damp  to  the  renown 
of  her  old  favourite  ;  and  of  do- 
fmg  his  great  military  addons  by 
a  war,  in  which  he  was  to  ap¬ 
pear,  rather  as  the  generous  pro  * 
lector  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  Germanic  body  at  larg;e, 
than  as  ading*  at  all  under  the 
influence  of  any  partial  policy. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  pad 
campaign  had  afforded  a  full  con- 
vidion  to  the  emperor,  (a  ^prince 
prepared  for  war  beyond  almod 
any  other,  by  the  line  date  of  his 
armies  ^  twil  d  the  refources  of  his 
own  indefatigable  and  refolute 
fpirit)  of  the  immenfe  difficulty, 
of  making  any  fuccefsful  impref- 
lion  upon  fuch  an  adverfary  as- 
the  King  of  Pruffia.  With  fb 
vad  a  force,  and  aflided  by  fuch 
conmmmate  commanders,  he 
could  only  ad  upon '  the  defen- 
dve  ;  and  could  not  prevent  his 
own  dominions  from  being;  ren- 
dered  the  theatre,  and  being  con- 
fequently  (ubjeded  to  all  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  war.  it  was  true  in¬ 
deed,  and  no  fmall  matter  of  boad 
in  fuch  a  conted,  that  he  had  dif¬ 
fered  neither  defeat  nor  difgrace  ; 
that  the  enemy  had  been  obliged 
to  abandon  Bohemia,  notwith- 
it  an  cling  their  utmod  endeavours 
to  edablidi  a  fee  lire  footing  there 
during  the  winter  ;  and  likevvile, 
that  the  lodes  on  both  fides  were. 

pretty 
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pretty  equally  balanced.  But 
then  it  was  obvious,  that  the  fea- 
Ton  was  the  immediate  caufe  which 
compelled  the  enemy  to  retreat 
from  Bohemia  ;  however,  the 
good  difpoiitions  made  by  the 
emperor,  which  equally  baffled 
all  the  efforts  made  by  the  King 
of  Pruffla,  for  gaining  his  favou¬ 
rite  point  of  a  general  aifiion,  and 
defeated  his  views  of  obtaining 
any  fare  hold  in  the  country, 
tended  more  remotely  to  that  ef¬ 
fect.  Such  a  view  of  the  circum- 
flances  of  the  campaign,  could 
afford  no  great  encouragement 
to  an  cbfiinate  perfevcrance  in 
the  conteft.  A  defensive  war, 
however  ably  conducted,  or  how¬ 
ever  abounding  with  negative 
fuccefs,  could  by  no  moans,  whe¬ 
ther  in  point  of  honour  or  effect, 
anfwer  the  purpofes  for  which  it 
was  undertaken ;  and  the  prof- 
pccts  of-  changing  its  nature  were 
confined  indeed. 

However  numerous  or  cogent 
the  caufes  and  motives  we  have 
affigned,  or  others  of  a  fimilar 
nature,  might  have  been  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide,  for  the  difcontihuance 
of  an  unprofitable  whr,  they 
would  havedbeen  found  unable  to 
fubdue  the  throng  pafiions  by 
which  they  were  oppofed,  if  ano¬ 
ther,  of  greater  power  than  the 
whole  taken  together,  had  not; 
happily  for  Germany,  and  per¬ 
haps  for  no  fmall  part  of  the  reft 
of  Europe,  fupervened  in  reltor- 
ing  the  public  tranquility.  The 
late  illuftrious  Maria  Therefa, 
along  with  her  other  eminent 
virtues  and  great  qualities,  pof- 
feffed  at  all  times,  however  coun¬ 
teracted  by  the  operation  of  a  high 
and  powerful  ambition,  a  mind 
firongly  i'mprefTed  with  an  avveful 


fenfe  of  religion.  This  difooii- 
tion,  which  naturally  increafed 
with  years,  was  farther  firength- 
ened  by  the  melancholy  ariiing 
from  the  early  lofs  of  a  hilfband 
whom  fhe  tenderly  loved ;  and 
was  latterly  finally  confirmed  by 
the  happy  fettlement  of  her  nu¬ 
merous  offspring,  which  freeing 
tlie  mind  from  care  and  iolici- 
tude,  tended  equally  to  wean  it 
from  the  affairs  of  the  world. 

The  event  of  the  late  fir  aggie 
with  the  King  of  Pruffla,  not- 
withftanding  the  immenfe  affif- 
tance  Hie  then  received,  aiid 
which  flie  could  not  hope  now  to 
receive,  mult  have  'added  great 
force  to  theie  motives.  .She 
could  not  vvilh  to  end  her  life  in 
the  nndft  of  fuch  a  war.  It  was 
accordingly,  much  -again!!  the 
inclination  of  that  great  princefs 
that  the  prefent  war  was  under¬ 
taken  ;  and  file  is  laid  to  have 
fubmitted  with  the  greateft  re¬ 
luctance  to  the  opinion  cf  her 
council,  and  the  defire  of  the 
emperor  on  that  point.  For, 
although  that  prince  could  only 
derive  his  means  of  action  through 
the  power  of  his  mother  ;  yet  it 
would  have  been  a  matter  of  ex¬ 
ceeding  difficulty  to  her,  direct;-, 
ly  to  thwart  the  opinion  and  in¬ 
clinations  of  a  fon,  who  was  in 
the  highefi  degree  defervedly  dear 
to  her,  who  was  to  be  her  foie  and 
immediate  fucceffor,  and  who 
fcarcely  flood  higher  in  her  affec¬ 
tion  than  in  her  efteem.  It  was 
probably  this  reluctance  to  the 
war,  on  the  fide  of  the  Emprefs- 
Queen,  which  produced  thole 
various  appearances,  of  fl affilia¬ 
tion  in  the  councils,  or  of  irrefo- 
lution  and  indccifion  in  the  con¬ 
duct  cf  the  court  of  Vienna,  of 
\A)  2  which 
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which  wc  have  formerly  taken 
notice. 

The  meffeCtivenefs  of  the  cam¬ 
paign,  the  equal  fortune  of  the 
war,  and  the  collation  of  action 
occafioned  by  the  winter,  fe.rved, 
all  together,  to  produce  a  hate  of 
temper  and  diipofitioh,  which  was 
far  more  favourable  to  the  pacific 
views  ‘and  willies  of  the  emprefs, 
than  that  which  had  hitherto  pre¬ 
vailed.  She  perceived,  and  feiz- 
ed  the  opportunity;  and  imme¬ 
diately  applying  her  powerful  in- 
faience  to  remove  the  obfiacles 
which  Hood  in  the  way  of  an  ac¬ 
commodation  on  the  one  fide,  had 
foon  the  fatisfaClion  of  difeoverino- 

O 

that  her  views  were  well  feconded, 
by  the  tempera  te  difpofiticn  which 
prevailed  on  the  other. 

It  is  however  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  mediation  of  the  court 
of  Verfailles,  and  the  powerful 
interpofition  of  the  court  of  Peterf- 
bury  contributed  efientially  to 

•»  w  « 

further  the  work  of  peace.  France 
was  bound  by  the  treaty  of  1 7 q 6, 
to  nihil  the  court  of  Vienna  with 
a  confiderable  body  of  forces,  in 
cafe  of  a  war  in  Germany,  and 
file  had  been  called  upon  early  in 
the  preient  con  tell  to  fulfil  that 
engagement.  The  court  of  Ver¬ 
failles  was  like  wife  difpofed  to 
wilh  well  to.  the  ho u fie  of  Aufiria 
from  private  motives;  as  well  as 
to  cultivate  and  cement  the  new 
friendfhlp  and  alliance  from  pub¬ 
lic.  But  France  being  likewife  a 
guarantee  of  the  treaty  of  Weft- 
phaiia,  her  old  engagements  mi¬ 
litated  totally  width  her  new  in 
the  prefent  in  fiance ;  fiie  being 
thereby  bound  to  refill;  all  fiuch 
infractions  and  invafions  of  the 
rights  of  the  Germanic  body,  as 
thofe  which  file  was  now  called 
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upon  by  the  court  of  Vienna 
fupport.  She  mufi  therefore,  in 
any  fituation,  in  which  fhe  was 
not  difpofed  to  become  an  abfio- 
lute  party  in  the  contefi,  wilh  to 
be  relieved  from  this  dilemma. 
But  her  war  with  England,  and 
her  views  with  refpeCt  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  operated  more  forcibly  upon 
her  conduft  on  this  occafion,  than 
any  German  treaties  or  connec¬ 
tions.  In  the  contemplation  and 
purfuit  of  thefie  grand  and  capital 
objects,  the  neceffity  of  keeping 
her  force  whole,  her  attention  un¬ 
divided,  and.  of  refioring  peace 
upon  the  continent,  were  all  equal¬ 
ly  obvious,  and  were  all  mutually 
dependent.  No  wifidem  could 
forefee,  or  venture  to  preferibq, 
what  unexpected  connections  and 
alliances  might  fpring  up,  and 
what  new  collifions  of  interefts 
might  take  place,  under  a.  further 
progrefs  of  the  war.  France  could 
not  recolleft  the  ruin  brought 
upon  her  in  the  late  war,  without 
ihuddering  at  the  thoughts  of  Ger¬ 
many.  It  is  not  then  to  be  won¬ 
dered,  that  the  was  equally  fin- 
cere  and  zealous  in  her  endea¬ 
vours  to  refiore  tranquility  on  the. 
continent. 

The  court  of  Petersburg  had 
from  the  beginning  Ihewn  and  ex- 
prefied  the  ilrongeft  difapproba- 
tion  of  the  conduCt,  and  paid  no 
favourable  attention  to  the  claims, 
of  that  of  Vienna ;  and  had  early 
avowed  a  full  intention  of  effec¬ 
tually  fupporting  the  rights  of  the 
Germanic  body;  at  the  fame  time 
that  preparations  were  aClually 
made,  for  the  march  of  a  large 
body  of  Ruffian  troops.  Ker 
powerful  interpofition,  through 
the  medium  of  her  minifter  Prince 
Repnin,  had  no  imall  effeCl  in 

facilif 


HISTORY  O 

facilitating  the  negociations  for 
peace. 

Under  fuch  circumdances,  and 
the  offices  of  fuch  mediators,  little 
doubt  was  to  be  entertained  of  the 
event.  Whether  it  proceeded  from 
a  view  of  giving  weight  to  their 
claims  in  the  expected  treaty,  or 
from  any  jealoufy  in  point  of  arms 
or  honour,  which  might  have  lain 
behind  from  the  preceding  cam¬ 
paign,  however  it  was,  the  Au- 
itrians  attacked  with  extraordinary 
vigour,  and  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  fuccefs,  feveral  of  the  Prulfian 
polls  on  thedide  of  Silefia  and  the 
county  of  Glatz,  loon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  year.  The 
livelinefs  of  thefe  inful ts  did  not 
induce  the  king  to  any  eagernefs 
of  retaliation.  Points  of  honour 
of  that  nature  weighed  but  little 
with  him.  He  forefaw  that  an 
accommodation  would  take  place ; 
and  he  knew  that  no  advantages 
which  could  now  be  gained  would 
tell  in  the  account  upon  that  fet- 
tlement ;  whilli  a  number  of  brave 
men  would  be  idly  loll  without 

March  i^th.  °bea  or., equivalent 

An  armiitice  on  all 

fides  was,  however, 
publifhed,  before  the  feafon  could 
have  admitted  the  doing  of  any 
thing  elfential,  if  fuch  had  even 
been  the  intention. 

The  Congrefs  which  was  to  pre- 
ferve  Germany,  from  ,the  mod 
alarming  and  dangerous  war  to 
which  it  could  have  been  expofed, 
was  held  at  Tefchen  in  Audrian 
Silefia;  a  town  and  didrift,  which 
the  emperor  had  generoufly  con- 
fented  to  conditutc  into  a  Duchy, 
under  the  title  of  Saxc-Tefchen, 
in  favour  of  Prince  Albert  of  Sax¬ 
on)-,  upon  his  marriage  with  ail 
Arch-Duchefs  in  1765.  At  that 
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place,  the  garrifon  being  pre- 
vioufly  withdrawn,  the  Imperial 
and  Pruffian  miniders,  with  thofe 
of  all  the  princes  engaged  or  in- 
terelled  in  the  prefent  conted,  as 
well  as  of  the  two  mediating  pow¬ 
ers,  were  affembled,  immediately 
after  the  publication  of  the  armif- 
tice.  And  fo  happy  were  the  dif- 
podtions  which  now  prevailed 
among  the  contending  parties,  and 
fo  efficacious  the  endeavours  of  the 


two  months. 

By  this  treaty,  the  late  conven¬ 
tion  between  the  court  of  Vienna 
and  the  Eleftor  Palatine  was  to¬ 
tally  annulled.;  and  the  former 
redored  all  the  places  and  didrifts 
which  had  been  feizea  in  Bavaria, 
excepting  only  the  territory  ap¬ 
pertaining  to  the  regency  of  Burg- 
haufen,  which  was  ceded  to  the 
houfe  of  Audria,  as  an  equiva¬ 
lent  cr  indemnification  for  her 
claims  and  pretenfions.  That 
court  likewife  gave  up  to  the 
Eleftor  Palatine,  all  the  Fiefs 
which  had  been  poflefied  by  the 
late  Eleftor  of  Bavaria ;  and  agreed 
alfo  to  pay  to  the  court  of  Saxony, 
as  an  indemnification  for  the  allo¬ 
dial  edates,  and  other  claims  on 
that  fide,  the  fum  of  fix  millions 
of  florins;  (amounting  to  fome- 
thing  near  600,000  pounds-  fier- 
ling)  to  be  paid  in  the  courfe  of 
twelve  years,  without  intered,  by 
dipulated  half-yearly  payments. 
Some  ceffions  were  likewife  made 
by  the  eleftor,  in  favour  of  the 
houfe  of  Saxony;  and  fome  equi¬ 
valent  fatisfaftion  promifed  by  the 
emperor  to  the  Duke  of  Deux 
Ponts,  on  his  fucceffion  to  the 
double  eleftorate.  All  former 
treaties  between  the  court  of 
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mediators,  that  the  peace 
was  finally  concluded  in 
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Vienna  and  the  Kino-  of  Profit  a 
were  renewed  and  confirmed  ;  and 
the.  right  of  the  king  to  fucceod  to 
the  inargrayiates  in  the  remote 
younger  branches  of  his  own  fa¬ 
mily,  upon  the  failure  of  iliac  in 
the  immediate  pofTeffors,  (a  right 
which  had  been  only  called  in 
quellion  through  the  vexation -.of 
the  late  conteil)  was  now  tally 
acknowledged  and  eflabiilhed . 
The  ducal  ho ufe  of  Mecklen- 
burgh  was  put  off  without,  any 
other  advantage  in  lieu  of  its 
claims,  than  the  nromife  of  fame 
new  privilege  with  refpect  to  ap¬ 
peals. 

Upon  the  whole,  few  treaties  of 
peace  have  been  conduced  upon 
more  equitable  principles,  than 
.  thofe  which  'fe'em  to  have  prevail¬ 
ed  in  the  prefent.  The  territory 
acquired  by  the  ftoufe  of  Aufhia  is 
not  inconiiderable ;  being  about 
70  Englifh  miles  in  length,  and 
Something  from  about  half  to  a 
third  of  that  extent  in  breadth. 
This  acquisition  lies  between  the 
Danube,  the  river  Inn,  the  Saltza, 
and  the  borders  of  Aufiria  ;  in¬ 
cluding  the  towns  of  Sell  arcing, 
Died,  Altheim,  Braimau,  Burg- 
haufen,  Pryburg,  and  feme  others ; 
forming,  all  together,  a  ftrong 
barrier,  and  a  fixed  unequivocal 
boundary,  the  limits  of  which  are 
decifively  marked  out  by  thofe 
preat  rivers,  between  tiia't  arch- 

O  >  . 

duchy,  and  the  prefent  domi¬ 
nions  of  Bavaria.  This  accefiion 
of  territory,  the  court  of  Vienna 
feenis,  however,  to  have  purchaf- 
ed.at  fometliing  about  a  fair  price  ; ' 
partly  to  be  paid  in  money,  and 
partly  by-  a  renunciation  of  old, 

■  vexatious,  and  otherwife  inexdn- 
gui  ill  able  claims,  which  however, 
in  general,  unproductive,  would 
! 


for  ever  have  kept  open  a  fource 
of  litigation,  trouble,  mifehief, 
and  war.  To  which  may  be  added, 
that  the  effablifhment  of  a  fixed 
arid  permanent  barrier  and  boun¬ 
dary  between  the  two  Hates,  feems 
to  be  a  me  a  fare  fraught  with 
greater  advantage  to  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria,  as  the  weaker  prince, 
than  to  the  Arch-Duke  of  Auitria, 
.who  is  ip  abundantly  his  fuperior 
in  flrength.  It  may  likewife  be 
farther  obferved,  that  feveral  parts 
of  the  ceded  territory,  were,  what 
may  be  called,  dehateable  land  ; 
the  titles  being  disputed,  oppoiite 
claims  laid,  and  they  having  been, 
heretofore,  at  different  times,  ob¬ 
jects  of  great  con  tell. 

Such  was  the  early  and  happy 
termination  of  the  German  war, 
A  war  of  the  greateft  expectation; 
not  more  from  the  great  power, 
than  from  the  great  abilities  of  the 
principal  parties. 

Many  circiimltances  attending 
the  late  war  and  peace  between 
Ruff  a  and  the  Porte,  could  not 
fail  to;  low  the  feeds  of  future 
difeontent,  jealoufy,  ill-will,  and 
litigation,  between  the  parties. 
Extraordinary  fuccefs  and  triumph 
on  the  one  fide,  with  an  equal  de¬ 
gree  of  lofs  and  di  Grace  on  the 

o  ■  o 

other,  are  little  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  any  intercpurle  of  friend- 
flrip,  or  cordiality  of  fentlmentv 
among  men;  nor  will  a  .recollect 
tion  of  the  hard  ;  neceillty  under 
which  a  peace  was  fubferibed, 
ferve  at  all  to  render  palateable  the 
bitternefs  of  its  conditions.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  viftors  are 
fare  to  con  fide  r  the  vanquifhed  as 
owing  them  too  much.  They  are 
apt  to  think,  that  they  have  al¬ 
ways  a  right  to  claim  thofe  advan¬ 
tages,  which  they  omitted  to  fe» 

cure 
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cure  in  the  moment  of  their  for¬ 
tune;  and- which  they  look  upon 
as  rights  exiHing  though  neglected, 
as  they  could  not  at  that  time 
have  been  refufed  if  demanded. 

The  navigation  of  the  Black 
Sea,  the  opening  the  gates  of  the 
Dardanelles  and  Bofphorus,  fo  as 
to  admit  a  free  intercourfe  from 
the  White  Sea  to  the  Black,  the 
affairs  of  the  Crimea,  with  thofe 
of  the  Greek  dependent  provinces 
of  Moldavia  and  Walachia,  af¬ 
forded  the  grounds  of  thofe  dif- 
putes  between  the  two  empires, 
which  were  now  rifen  to  fuch  a 
height,  as  feemed  to  render  a  new 
war  inevitable. 

With  refpect  to  the  firH  of  thefe 
articles,  we  have  formerly  had 
occ'afion  to  obferve,  that  nothing 
lefs  than  the  moH  urgent  neceffity, 
under  the  preffure  of  immediate 
and  imminent  danger,  could  have 
induced  the  Porte  to  admit  Ruffia 
to  the  navigation  of  the  Black 
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Sea.  It  might  be  compared  in 
private  life,  but  under  circum- 
Hances  of  infinitely  greater  dan¬ 
ger  and  lofs,  to  a  furrender  of  the 
benefits,  navigation  and  fifneries 
of  a  fine  lake,  lying  in  the  cen¬ 
ter  of  an  eftate,  into  the  hands  of 
a  powerful  and  litigious  neigh¬ 
bour,  who  was  watching  only  for 
means  and  opportunities  to  grafp 
at  every  part  of  the  whole  manor. 
It  is  not  then  to  be  doubted,  that 
the  Porte  ufed  every  poffible  eva- 
fion  to  avoid  a  compliance  with, 
and  threw  every  obilacle  in  the 
way  which  could  tend  to  render 
ineffective,  that  article  of  the  late 
treaty.  It  feems  however,  that 
the  Ruffians  had  notwithffanding, 
with  wonderful  fpirit  and  induHry, 
very  fpeedily  advanced  large  ca¬ 
pitals,  and  opened  a  confiderable 


commerce  on  that  fea.  It  may 
then  be  fairly  prefumed,  without 
an  abfolute  poffeffion  of  fa&s.,  that 
commercial  avidity  was  continual¬ 
ly  increafed,  in  proportion  to  the 
number,  magnitude,  novelty,  and 
value,  of  the  objects  which  were 
gradually  opened  to  its  view;  and 
that  thus,  new,  and  perhaps  un- 
reafonable  claims,  were  as  fre¬ 
quently  ftarted  on  the  one  fide, 
as  an  indifpofition  to  comply  with 
the  fair  and  literal  terms  of  the 
treaty,  was  prevalent  on  the  other. 

The  fecond  ground  of  difpute, 
feemed  Hill  more  difficult  and  de¬ 
licate.  The  Porte  had  unwilling¬ 
ly  confented  by  the  late  treaty,  to 
admit  or  acknowledge  the  inde¬ 
pendence  of  the  Crimea.  That 
independence  mull  be  confidered 
only  as  nominal.  Between  fuch 
powers  as  Turkey  and  Ruffia, 
fuch  a  power  as  the  Khan  of  the 
C’rim  Tartars,  cannot  be  really 
independent.  The  Turks  were 
in  hopes,  as  that  prince  and  his 
fubjeCls  are  Mahometans,  to  weak¬ 
en  the  force  of  that  article,  by  their 
natural  inclination  to  the  Porte. 
Othcrwife  they  would  have  confi¬ 
dered  their  conceffion  in  a  Hill 
worfe  light.  To  have  thrown  that 
whole  country,  fituated  as  it  is, 
with  its  own  and  the  adjoining  na¬ 
tions  of  Tartars,  together  with 
the  reigning  family,  the  imme¬ 
diate  defendants  of  Tamerlane, 
and  in  direCt  fucceffion  to  the  Ot¬ 
toman  throne,  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  Ruffia,  were  circum- 
Hances  exceedingly  grievous  to  a 
power,  which  ufed  to  give  and 
not  to  receive  the  law.  Yet  this 
was  already  the  difagreeable  and 
alarming  confequence  of  that  con¬ 
ceffion.  For  Ruffia,  by  a  judicious 
but  unfparing  diHribution  of  pre- 
[^]  4  fenU 
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fents  amongO;  the  Tartars,  and  by 
artfully  fomenting  fome  divifions 
which  had  originated  within  them- 
felves,  with  refpebt  to  the  fuc- 
ceffion,  had  been  able  (as  we 
have  formerly  fhewn)  to  defeat 
and  depofethe  reigning  khan,  and 
to  place  a  creature  of  her  own,  al¬ 
though  a  prince  of  the  royal  blood, 
in  po hellion  of  the  nominal  fove- 
jeignty;  whilli  the  government 
was  now  in  efFedt  more  dependent 
upon  Rufiia,  than  it  had  even  for¬ 
merly  been  upon  the  Porte;  the 
dependence  being  doubly  fecured, 
as  well  by  a  predominant  faction 
among  the  people,  as  by  the  difpo- 
fition  or  attachment  of  the  prince. 
By  thefe,  and  by  other  means,  the 
Crimea,  with  Little  Tartary,  and 
the  Budziac,  were  become  fcarceiy 
any  thing  lefs  than  provinces  to 
Ruffia;  or  at  leafi,  they  were  as 
dependent  on  that  empire,  as  the 
nature  of  that  lingular  people  will 
admit  of  their  being,  while  they 
retain  any  confiderable  degree  of 
inherent  firength. 

This  conduct,  and  thefe  cir- 
eumhances,  which  certainly  mili¬ 
tated,  at  lead,  with  the  fpirit  of 
the  late  treaty,  could  not  but  give 
great  umbrage  to  the  Porte;  and 
afforded,  if  not  a  clear  j  unifica¬ 
tion,  a  tolerable  ground  of  con- 
troverfy,  with  r  dp  eft  to  any  hack- 
nefs  or  non-compliance  on  her  fide, 
jn  fullilling  its  conditions.  But 
they  alfo  afforded  caufe  of  the  mod 
ferious  concern  and  alarm.  For 
that  peninfula,  furrounded  as  it 
is  by  the  Black  Sea,  and  the  Pa- 
lus  Mceotis,  and  commanding  the 
communication  between  both, 
.would  afford  fuch  a  claim  of  right 
to  Rufiia,  with  fuch  an  intereft 
in,  and  fuch  a  ftrength  upon  thofe 


feas,  as  nothing  could  afterwards 
be  capable  of  opppfmg, 

The  difputes  relative  to  the 
Greek  nominal  princes,  but  in  ef¬ 
fect  governors,  of  Moldavia  and 
Walachia,  though  not  of  a  nature 
fo  immediately  alarming  and  dan¬ 
gerous  as  the  foregoing,  yet  were 
founded  on  claims,  and  on  an  in¬ 
terference,  which  tended  ulti¬ 
mately  to  the  fame  point;  to  the 
depreciation  of  the  Ottoman  pow¬ 
er  and  government,  the  narrowing 
of  its  European  dominion,  and 
the  finally  throwing  every  thing 
on  that  fide  of  the  Danube  into 
the  hands  of  Rufiia.  The  at¬ 
tachment  which  the  Greek  Chrif- 
tians,  who  inhabit  thefe  provinces, 
had  fhewn  to  Rufiia  in  the  late 
war,  had,  along  with  other  mo¬ 
tives,  induced  her  to  obtain  very 
confiderable  concefuons  in  their 
favour  at  the  concluiion  of  the 
peace,  The  effebf  of  the  partial 
advantages  granted  to  thefe  two 
provinces  was  foon  apparent,  by 
the  emigration  of  Chriihian  inha¬ 
bitants  from  thofe  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Danube  which  it  na¬ 
turally  occaiioned;  who,  as  well 
as  the  natives,  looked  up  to  ano¬ 
ther  power,  than  that  to  which 
they  avowed  allegiance,  for  fa¬ 
vour  and.  protection.  In  order- to 
fecure  their  independence  on  the 
Porte,  Rufiia  made  a  demand, 
that  thofe  princes  fhould  not  be 
depofed  or  punifhed,  (misfortunes 
to  which  they  were  particularly 
liable)  on  any  pretence  or  account 
whatever. 

In  fo  unhappy  a  Bate  of  weak- 
nefs  and  diforder  was  that  vaft 
and  unweildy  empire,  that-it  might 
be  a  queftion  of  doubt,  whether 
to  admire  the  fpirit,  or  to  con¬ 
demn 
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demn  the  rafhnefs,  which  induced 
the  apparent  refolution  and  vi¬ 
gour,  with  which  ihe  prepared  for 
war.  The  ill  fuccei's  of  the  late 
war,  had  drawn  out  and  exhibited 
in  their  utmoft  magnitude*  thofe 
enormous  diforders,  which  had 
for  fo  many  years  been  acquiring 
growth,  under  a  weak  and  wretch¬ 
ed  fydem  of  government.  The 
didant  provinces  were  dill  torn 
to  pieces  bv  faction  and  diffention ; 
and  the  officers  of  the  date,  as 
well  as  the  great  men  of  the  re- 
fpedtive  countries,  were  dill,  in 
many  indances,  too  powerful  to 
be  governed.  To  crown  the  cala¬ 
mity,  the  plague  had  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year  made  fuch  horrible 
ravages  in  Condantinople,  as  had 
not  been  before  known  in  that  ca¬ 
pital,  (to  which  it  is  fo  frequent 
a  vifitor)  fmee  its  firft  acquifition 
by  the  Ottomans.  It  was  com¬ 
puted  that  above  160,000  perfons 
perilhed  by  that  dreadful  diforder, 
within  the  metropolis  and  its  en¬ 
virons. 

On  the  other  hand,  though 
Ruffia  was  confcious  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  acquired  by  the  late  treaty, 
die  was  far  from  deiirous  of  war. 
That  war,  amidd  its  great  and 
fplendid  fucceffies,  had  difeovered 
feme  fymptoms  of  internal  weak- 
nefs.  The  rebellion  of  Pugatf- 
chefF,  was  a  fit  which  laid  open 
fome  defccl  in  the  conditution. 
Befides,  Ruffia  probably  could  ne¬ 
ver  hope,  with  the  confcnt  of 
other  powers,  to  obtain  advantages 
equal  to  the  victories  die  might 
hereafter  purchafe  as  dearly  as  lne 
had  done  thofe  of  the  preceding 
war.  Bv  which,  along  with  her 
laurels,  die  brought  the  plague 
into  a  country  exhauded  of  men 
treafure.  The  emprefs  was 
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therefore  very  willing  to  receive 
any  mediation,  confident  with  her 
dignity,  which  in  all  events  ihe 
was  refolved  not  to  facridce. 
France  had  the  add  refs  to  avail 
herfelf  of  this  dtuation.  The 
French  minider  was  again  the 
friendly  mediator,  and  the  fuc 
ccfsfui  negociator  in  bringing 
about  an  accommodation.  And 
his  merits  and  fervices  were  again, 
honoured  and  rewarded,  with  ii- 
milar  exprefions  of  gratitude,  and 
with  d mil ar  marks  of  favour  from 
both  fides. 

It  was,  in  the  find  indance  more 
especially,  a  matter  of  no  final! 
general  adonifhment,  that  Great 
Britain,  which  had  been  fo  long 
and  fo  clofely  united,  in  the  drift¬ 
ed  bands  of  friendfhip,  and  ap¬ 
parent  political  communion  of 
views  and  intereds,  with  Ruffia, 
and  which  had  even  gone  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  lengths  in  the  late  war 

v  C> 

in  her  favour,  fhould  not  have  un¬ 
dertaken  the  friendly  office  of  me¬ 
diator  ;  by  which  means  die  would 
likewife  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  wearing  off  that,  not  unfound¬ 
ed,  jealoufy,  which  the  Porte 
could  npt  but  entertain  of  her 
late  conduct.  O11  the  other  hand, 
a  drong  jealoufy  had  for  feveral 
years  fubiided  between  France 
and  Ruffia;  and  their  political  in¬ 
tereds  and  regards  fo  much  clafhed 
with  refpeft  to  that  war,  that  all 
the  world  knew,  it  was  in  a  good 
meafure  the  apprehenfion  of  Eng- 
land,  which  prevented  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon  from  taking  a  decided 

O 

part  againd  the  latter,  upon  her 
fending  a  fleet  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean. 

Whether  it  was  that  we  were 
too  feeble  in  the  Mediterranean  to 
appear  with  any  ludre  in  fuch  a 

negotiation. 
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negociation,  the  effect  feemed  to 
be,  that  France,  for  feme  time  at 
lead,  feemed  to  attain  the  atten¬ 
dant  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  the 
credit  of  Great  Britain  in  that 


court  proportion  ably  to  decline. 

x  n  We  are  net  en- 
March  2 lit.  a  r  ^ 

tireiv  makers  or  the 

conditions  of  the  new  convention 
which  was  now  fip-ned.  Concef- 
lions  were  made  on  both  tides ;  and 
matters  of  claim,  interference, 
and  litigation-,  amicably  adjulted. 
Some  conceihons  were  made-by  the 
Porte  with  refpect  to  commerce, 
and  fom-e  new  regulations  made  in 
favour  cf  its.  Chriftian  fubjedfs, 
On  the  other  hand,  Ruffia  relaxed 
in  fame  matters  with  refpeeff  to  the 
Crimea,  and  the  provinces  of  Mol¬ 
davia  and  Walachia,  and  obtained 
fatisfaftidn  in  others.  The  new 
Khan  of  the  Tartars  was  acknow¬ 


ledged  by  the  Porte,  and  the  appa¬ 
rent  independency  of  the  Crimea 
confirmed  on  both  iides.  The 


Eniprefs  of  Ruffia  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  difplaying  her  ufaal 
magnificence,  by  the  fplendid.  pre¬ 
sents  which  the  made  to  the  French 
and  Turkifh  minifurs,  as  well  as 
to  M.  de  Stachicf,  her  own  red¬ 
den  tat  Conftantinople ;  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  valuable,  but  in  other 
countries  unheard  of  gift,  of  a 
tlioufand  peafants ;  a  kind  of  gift, 
which  alfo  includes  the  lancLwhich 
they  cultivate-and  inhabit.  Upon 
the  whole,  this  convention  feems 
to  have  afforded  confiderable  fatis- 
f action  to  both  parties;  nor  has 
any  in  alter  of  complain  t  or  dis¬ 
pute  lince  arifen  on  either  fide'. 
By  this  arrangement,  the  Porte 
has  had  time  to  breathe,  and 
to  fettle  its  affairs,  With '  re- 
fpebt  to  Ruffia,  it  has  afforded 
her  leifure  to  diredt  her  atten¬ 
tion  to  her  conilant  object ;  that 


of  difplaying  her  authority,  by 
becoming  an  arbiter  in  the  public 
affairs  of  Europe  ;  although,  per¬ 
haps,  the  means  of  her  becoming- 
the  greateft  monarchy  in  the  uni- 
verle,*  (if  fhe  be  not  already  fuch) 
do  not  lie  on  the  fide  of  Europe. 

With  regard  to  other  powers, 
Spain,  in  conformity  to  the  new,  - 
and,  to  us,  dangerous  fyftem,  a- 
dopted  by  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
directed  her  whole  attention  to  her 
navy  5  whilft  her  land  force  conti¬ 
nued  in  its  ufual  form.  As  her 
refeript  to  the  court  of  London,  on 
the  1 6th  of  lune,  avowed  the 
part  file  would,  take,  fo  the  liege 
of  Gibraltar,  which  fpeedily  fol¬ 
lowed,  pointed,  out  the  firff  and 
immediate  objed  of  her  de- 
■flgns. 

France,  under  a  new  king,  and 
who  was  not  originally  fufpebted  of 
great  deffgns,  experienced  a  won¬ 
derful  change  in  her  circumffances. 
That  prince  very  foon  appeared  to 
follow  better  maxims  than  thofe  of 
his  predeceffors.  His  ffrff-  ffep  was 
to  reconcile  all  differences  between 
the  crown  and  the  body  of  the  law. 
He  d]/;ew  from  negledt  and  obfeu- 
ritv  men  without  intrigue,  who 
were  rendered  refpect  able  to  the 
pubiip  by  a  general  opinion  of 
their  probity.  Maurepas,  was  a 
perlop  long  laid  affde;  and  now 
much  advanced  in  years ;  but  he 
preferred,  in  that  great  age,  conli- 
derable  vigour  of  mind.  He  is 
at  prefent,  without  any  office,  the 
moil  prevalent  in  the  French  coun¬ 
cils.  St.  Germain,  whole  con¬ 
duit  in  the  late  war  had  entitled 
him  to  univerfal  effeem,  was  in  a 
liffe  manner  drawn  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  his  province,  and  placed 
in  the  office  of  fecretary  of  ftate; 
in  which,  if  he  had  lived,  there 
is  no  doubt  he  would  have  done 

great 
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great  fervices.  Mr.  De  Sartine, 
was  not  a  man  of  rank  ;  but  he 
had  the  merit  of  following  up, 
with  extraordinary  fpirit  and  dili¬ 
gence,  the  plan  ofincreafmg  the  ma¬ 
rine,  which  had  been  adopted  in  the 
late  reign;  but  more  languidly  pur- 
fued  on  account  of  the  ill  Hate  of 
the  revenue.  But  the  prefent  king 
took  a  dill  dronger  dep  in  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  that  important  object. 
Louis  the  XVI.  had  the  magnani¬ 
mity,  to  place  Mr.  Necker,  a  fo¬ 
reign  gentleman,  and  a  protedant, 
at  the  head  of  his  finances.  The 
fuccefs  and  reward,  were  equal  to 
the  liberality  and  wifdom  of  the 
meafure.  France  recovered  her 
public  credit.  The  peoDle  of 
France,  for  the  fird  time,  had  the 
fatisfadion  of  feeing  a  war  carried 
on  by  facrifices  on  the  part  of  the 
king,  and  with  an  attention  to  the 
eafe  and  relief  of  the  people.  This 
meafure  could  not  fail  to  encou¬ 
rage  and  promote  their  confidence 
in  government ;  and  mud  prove  a 
fource  of  drength,  which  that 
great  monarchy  never  poiTcfTed  be¬ 
fore*  The  virtues  of  a  republican 
date  were  profeffed,  and  in  fome 
meafure  praclifed. 

France  opened  the  year  by  a  fuc- 
cefsful  expedition  to  the  coad  of 
Africa.  The  fquadron  employed 
upon  this  fervice  was  commanded 
by  the  Marquis  de  Vaudrevil,  and 
a  land  force,  much  greater  than 
v/as  necedary,  (but  both  taking 
Africa  only  in  their  way  to  rein¬ 
force  D’Edaing  in  the  Wed-In¬ 
dies)  was  commanded  by  the  Duke 
be  Lauzun.  As  the  garrifons  in 
rhat  quarter  were  totally  incapa¬ 
ble  of  making  any  reddance,  the 
Britilh  forts,  fettlements,  facto¬ 
ries,  and  property,  at  Senegal,  in 
the  river  Gambia,  and  other  parts 


of  that  coad,  fell  without  trouble 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  be¬ 
tween  the  latter  end  of  January, 
and  that  of  February,  1779.  The 
French  upon  that  fuccefs,.  aban¬ 
doned  the  idand  of  Goree,  which 
they  had  recovered  by  the  late 
peace  ;  and  tranfported  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  garrifon  to  drengthen  Se¬ 
negal.  Sir  Edward  Hughes  loon 
afterwards,  on  his  padage  to  the 
Ead-Indies,  feized  and  garrifoned 
the  idand  of  Goree ;  and  as  he  had 
a  body  of  troops  on  board  the 
fquadron,  it  was  eagerly  expeCled 
and  hoped  by  the  public  at  home, 
that  he  would  have  recovered  thole 
fettlements  which  we  had  fo  newly 
lod.  But  as  no  attempt  of  that 
fort  was  made,  it  mud  be  con¬ 
cluded  that  officer’s  orders  did  not 
extend  fo  far.  It  was  perhaps  an 
objecl  not  fo  important  as  to  rifque 
upon  it  the  much  greater  objefts 
which  were  then  in  view. 

•  As  the  dimmer  advanced  it  was 
thought  necedary  in  France  to  at¬ 
tempt  fomething,  which  might 
diew  an  early  alacrity  in  fome  fort 
correfpondent  to  their  great  mili¬ 
tary  preparations.  The  fird  was 
an  attempt  on  the  ide  of  Jerfey, 
part  of  the  ancient  dutchy  of  Nor¬ 
mandy.  This,  with  Guernfey 
and  the  leder  idands,  being  the 
foie  remains  of  our  vad  poffeffions 
bn  the  continent  of  Europe. 

The  dedgn  was  laid  by  aprince, 
or  count  of  Nadau  ;  whofe  an- 
cedor,  if  we  are  not  mi  Unformed, 
had  rendered  a  very  difputed  claim, 
of  being  in  fome  manner  defend¬ 
ed  from  a  defunCl  branch  of  that 

illudrious  family,  the  means  of 

•>  * 

much  furthering  his  fortunes  in 
France.  The  force  employed  up¬ 
on  this  fervice  has  been  edimated, 
by  different  accounts,  from  three, 

to 
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to  five  or  fix  th^ufand  men.  They 
y  0l  appeared  in  fight  of  the 
'c'\'  y  ill, aid,  in  about  fifty  flat- 
779*  bottomed  boats,  under 
the  convoy  of  five  frigates  and 

\  *  -  ea 

fopje. armed  cutters,  early  in  the 
morning,  and  attempted  a  debark¬ 
ation  in  St.  OuerFs  Bay.  But 


clear  of  the  land  of  England,  un¬ 
til  the  beginning  of  the  enfuin'e 
month,  and  did  not  arrive  at  New 
York  till  near  the  end  of  Augufl. 
As  that  fleet  conveyed  the  rein¬ 
forcements,  camp  .equipage,  ftores, 
and  other  neceifaries,  which  were 
to  enable  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to 


they  were  fo  warmly  and  vigorously  open  the  campaign  with  any  vi- 
leceived,  by  the  78th  regiment,  gour,  the  confequences  of  fo  late 
and  by  the  militia  of  the  ifland,  an  arrival  are  fufflciently  obvious, 
that  after  a  faint,  fpiritlefs,  and  Notwithstanding  the  repulfe  and 
ill  fupported  attempt,  they  relin-  difappointment  which  attended 
quilhed  the  enterprise,  with  very  the  late  attempt  upon  Jerfey,  the 

deflgn  did  not,  however,  feem  to  be 
relinquished.  The  French  troops 
were  landed  and  retained  for  feve- 
ral  days  on  the  fmal!  iilands  which 
fequences,  withrefpefl  tq the  Ame-  lie  between  it  and  the  continent ; 


little  lofs  on  either  fide 

Trifling  and  inefi'eciive  as  this 
diverflon  was,  it  had  the  fortune 
of  being  productive  of  fome  con- 


rican  war.  For  it  happened  that 
Admiral  Arbutlmot,  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  men  of  war,  and  a  prodi¬ 
gious  convoy,  amounting  to  about 
four  hundred  merchantmen  and 
tranfports,  was  then  on  the  cutfet 
of  his  voyage  to  New  York.  Fie 
happened  to  fall  in  with  the  veflel 


while  the  armed  veflcls  paraded  on 
the  oppoflte  coafls  of  Normandy. 
The  fpirit,  aNivity,  and  gallantry 
of  Sir  James  Wallace,  in  the  Ex¬ 
periment  of  50  guns,  being  fe- 
conded  by  two  frigates,  and  as 
many  armed  brigs,  by  which  he 
was  accompanied,  put  an  end  to 


which  was  tent  exprefs  from  Jerfey  this  appearance  of  threat,  and  Hate 
to  England,  with  the  Aril  account  of  alarm.  That  officer  having* 
of  the  attack  upon,  and  the  appa-  purfued  feveral  large  frigates,  with 


rent  imminent  danger  of  the  ifland. 
That  commander  had  fpirit  and 
re fbiu bon.  enough,  rather  ,to  ha¬ 
zard  any  perianal  cenfequence  that 
might  attend  his  venturing  upon  a 
breach  of  orders,  than  to  Huffier 
the  lofs  of  fo  valuable  an  ifland, 
whilft  he  commanded  a  force  in 
the  channel.  Fie  accordingly  or¬ 
dered  the  convoy  to  wait  for  him 
at  Torbay,  and  proceeded  hi  in  All 
with  the  fquadron,  to  the  relief  of 
Jerfey.  Although  the  delay  im¬ 
mediately  ocqafioiied  by  this  mea- 


fome  fmaller  craft,  into  the  bay  of 
Cor.calle  in  Normandy,  until  they 
had  run  afhore  under  the  cover  of 
a  battery,  and  his  pilots  not  ven¬ 
turing  to  take  any  farther  charge 
of  his  fhip,  he  directly  took  that 
charge  and  rifque  upon  himfelf, 
and  boldly  carried  her  . 

up  the  bay,  and  layed  I^tl’ 

her  a fli ore  abreafl;  of  the  battery, 
r  In,  that  fituation  he  continued  to 
engage,  until  he  had  fllenced  the 
guns  of  the  battery,  and  compelled 
the  French  crews  to  abandon  their 


fure,  was  in  the  firflin  flan  ce  but  fhips;  which  being  then  boarded 
trifling,  yet  through  the  fucceed-  by  the  armed  boats  from  the  Ex- 
ing  .casualties  of  wind  and  wea-  periment  and  Cabot  brig,  the  La 
tier,  the  fleet  was  not  able  to  get  Danae,  of  34  guns,  and  rated  at 
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2^0  men,  with  two  fmall  loaded 
prizes,  were  brought  fafely  oh' ; 
bat  the  country  people,  with  fome 
troops  and  militia,  now  keeping 
up  a  condant  fire,  with  cannon  and 
howitzers,  as  well  as  fmall  arms 
from  the  fhore,  they  were  obliged 
to  be  contented  with  burning,  or 
other  wife  deflroying,  two  other 
/lout  frigates,  an  armed  cutter  of 
1 6  guns,  \yith  a  number  of  fmall 
craft. 

The  attempt  upon  jerfey  ap¬ 
peared,  however,  to  be  only  a 
prelude,  or  intended  as  a  prepara¬ 
tory  exercife,  to  that  grand  inva- 
fion  of  Great-Britain,  Ireland,  or 
both,  which  Teemed  at  that  time, 
and  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
fummer,  to  be  in  the  immediate 
contemplation  of  France.  Whe¬ 
ther  that  de/ign  was  really  adorn¬ 
ed,  was,  with  fome,  a  matter 
of  doubt;  but  it  was  certainly 
ilrongly  indicated  by  appearances ; 
the  northern  provinces  of  France 
were  every  where  in  motion ;  as 
well  on  the  coads,  as  in  the  inte¬ 
rior  country.  Armies  were  march¬ 
ed  down  to  the  fea  coalls  cf  Nor¬ 
mandy  and  Brittany;  the  ports  in 
the  bay  and  on  the  channel,  which 
were  the  bell  calculated  for  the 
purpofe,  were  crowded  with  /hip¬ 
ping  ;  and  the  king  named  the  ge¬ 
nerals  and  principal  officers,  who 
were  to  command  or  to  aft  in  a 
grand  intended  expedition.  The 
military  power  of  England  was 
not  at  that  time  fully  called  forth; 
and  the  defencelefs  Hate  of  Ire¬ 
land  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
mk/ht  well  have  given  birth  to 
fuch  adefign. 

Whatever  the  defigns  of  the  ene¬ 
my  were.  Great  Britain  feemed  to 
have  one  great  objeft  cf  policy  with 
refpeft  to  the  direction  and  difpofi- 


tion  of  her  naval  force  in  E  urope. 
This  was  to  prevent  the  junction 
of  the  French  and  Spanifn  fleets, 
by  blocking  the  former  up  in  the 
port  of  Bred,  until  the  feafon  of 
enterprize  was  over. 

Although  this  meafure  was  un¬ 
doubtedly  in  contemplation,  yet, 
whether  the  naval  preparation  of 
Great  Britain  was  not  fo  forward 
■us  was  imagined  and  given  out ; 
©r  from  whatever  caufe,  the  fea 
was  left  open  ;  and  the  French  Beet 
at  Bred  v/as  permitted  to  join  the 
Spanifn  at  Cadiz.  This  negleft, 
or  neceffity,  was  the  more  felt,  as 
it  ferved  in  its  confequences  to  go¬ 
vern  all  the  enfuing  naval  events 
of  the  campaign  ;  and  to  give  a 
new  cad  and  colour  to  the  date  of 
public  affairs  between  the  houfe  of 
Bourbpn  and  Great  Britain.  The 
murmur  and  di/Tatis faction  were 
likewife  much  increafed,  from  a 
general  report  and  opinion,  not 
only  that  the  French  dee t  was  more 
backward  in  point  of  preparation 
and  condition  than  the  Britifh,  but 
that  the  latter  had  been  dilatory 
in  its  motions  after  it  had  failed, 
as  well  as  /lack  in  its  endeavours 
to  prepare  for  failing.  However 
thefe  charges  or  opinions  might 
have  been  founded,  they  could 
not  but  derive  great  drength  from 
the  fubfequent  infult  on  ourcoads, 
which  appeared  to  be  the  diredl 
confequence  of  that  junction  of 
the  enemies  united  force. 

The  French  /leet,  confiding  of 
about  28  fail; of  the  dine,  under 
the  command  of  M.  D’Orvil- 
liers,  failed  from  Bred  earlv 
in  the  month  of  June,  and 
by  directing  its  courfe  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  indicated  its  defdnarion  to 
the  ccad  of  Spain.  It  has  been 
firice  /aid,  that  it  was  very  defeat 

rivt; 
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tive  in  point  of  preparation ;  but 
that  it  hurried  to  fea  in  that  con¬ 
dition,  from  an  appreheniion  of 
its  being  intercepted  by  the  Bri- 
tifh  fleet  under  Sir  Charles  Har¬ 
dy,  which  was  then  daily  expect¬ 
ed  in  the  Bay  of  Bifcay.  It  fpent 
fome  confiderable  time  on  the 
Spanifh  coafts  ;  and  it  was  re¬ 
ported,  that  fome  mifunderiland- 
ing,  or  difference,  between  ibiriv 
of  the  commanders  on  both  ikies, 
prevented  an  enterprize  of  the 
utmoft  importance  from  taking- 
place.  It  would  feem  that  this 
rnuft  allude  to  an  attack  upon 
Gibraltar,  a  deiign  which  does 
not,  however,  feem  very  conilf- 
tent  with  their  fubfequent  con¬ 
duit.  It  does  not  feem  improba¬ 
ble  that  the  delay  proceeded  from 
the  defedt  of  preparation  on  both 
iides.  . 

However  that  may  be,  the 
whole  force  being  at  length  join¬ 
ed,  the  combined  fleets  made  a 
tremendous  appearance  ;  amount¬ 
ing  to  between  fixty  and  feventy 
line  of  battle  Blips,  befides  a 
cloud  of  frigates,  Brefhips,  and 
all  thof'e  fmaller  kinds  and  deno¬ 
minations  of  veffels  which  in  any 
manner  appertain  to  war.  This 
formidable  force-,  having  turned 
its  face  to  the  northward,  conti¬ 
nued  to  direCt  its  courfe  to  the 
coafts  of  Great  Britain. 

It  was  rather  lingular,  that  the 
Britifh  home  fleet,  vunder  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  amounting  to 
about  35,  or  from  thence  to  38 
Blips  of  the  line,  was  then  cruiz¬ 
ing  in  fome  part  of  the  bay,  or 
feme  where  near  the  chops  of  the 
channel,  and  was  palled  by.  this 
great  armament,  which  covered 
fo  great  an  extent  of  ocean,  with- 
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out  their  having  any  knowledge  of 
each  other. 

The  enemy  entered  the  Britifh 
channel  about  the  middle  of  Au- 
guft,  and  paraded  two  or  three 
days  before  Plymouth,  to  the 
great  alarm  of  the  people,  but 
without  making  any  attempt  on 
the  place.  The  Ardent  man  of 
war,  of  64  guns,  which  was  on 
her  way  from  Portfmouth  to  join 
Sir  Charles  Hardy,  miflaking 
them  for  the  Britifh  fleet,  had, 
however,  the  misfortune  of  being 
taken  in  fight  of  Plymouth.  A 
flrong  e after ly  wind,  which  conti¬ 
nued  for  feveral  days,  feems  to  have 
driven  them  out  of  the  channel.' 
They  however  pretended,  that 
they  went  in  fearch  of  the  Britifh 
Beet  ;  and  they  continued  to 
range  .about  the  Land’s  End,  the 
Scilly  IBands,  and  the  chops  of 
the  channel,  until  the  end  of  the 
month.  On  the  lafl  of  Auguff, 
the  wind  being  in  his  favour.  Sir 
Charles  Hardy  gained  the  en¬ 
trance  of  the  channel,  in  fight  of 
the  combined  Beets,  without  their 
being  able  to  prevent  him.  The 
great  object  of  that  commander, 
was  to  draw  them  up  to  the  nar¬ 
row  part  of  the  channel,  where, 
if  he  Ikon  Id  be  obliged  to  an  en¬ 
gagement,  he  could  engage  upon 
lefs  di (advantageous  terms  3  and 
where,  either  a  defeat,  or  certain 
changes  of  the  wind,  might  have 
been  productive  of  the  moil  ruin¬ 
ous  confequences  to  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  punned  him  as  hiph 
up  as  Plymouth  ;  but  being  fen- 
iible  of  the  danger,  particularly 
at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  they 
did  not  adventure  much  farther. 
And  as  the  combined  fleets  were 
now  become  jickly  in  the  mod 

n  extreme 

*  *  '  * 
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extreme  degree,  fo  as  almoft* 
wholly  to  difable  Some  of  the 
flaps  ;  that  their  Blips  were  other- 
wife  much  out  of  condition  ;  and 
the  equinox  faft  approaching  ; 
their  commanders  thought  it  ne- 
ceBary,  pretty  early  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  totally  to  abandon  the  Bri- 
tifh  coaBs,  and  repair  to  Breft  for 
the  affiilances  which  they  wanted. 

Thus  ended  the  expectations  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  apprehenfiens 
of  Great  Britain.  Never  had 
perhaps  fo  great  a  naval  force 
been  alfembled  on  the  feas.  Ne¬ 


ver  any  by  which  lefs  was  done, 
or,  except  by  iicknefs,  lefs  Suf¬ 
fered. 

Nothing  could  have  been  more 
fortunate  in  thefe  circumftances, 
than  the  arrival  in  England,  a 
few  days  before  the  appearance  of 
the  enemy,  of  a  great  Jamaica 
fleet,  amounting  to  about  .200 
Blips  ;  and  that  eight  homeward 
bound  Eaft  Indiamen,  having 
timely  notice  of  the  danger,  had 
thereby  an  opportunity  of  putting 
into  Limerick  in  Ireland, 

% 
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State  of  public  affairs  previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament .  Faft 

combination  of  pov'ser  againft  Great  Britain.  Proclamati ons  ;  for  re¬ 

prisals  on  Spain  ;  and  for  defenfive  meafures  in  cafe  of  an  invafost. 
F arions.  manifeftos ,  and  public  pieces ,  ijjued  by  the  belligerant  perusers. 
Scene  obfervations  on  the  changes  exhibited  by  Spain .  Qftenftble  cau/is, 

and  reed  motives  for  war,  on  the  ftde  of  the  Houfe  of  B  curb  cat.  Ire¬ 
land.  Caufes  which  led  to  the  prefent  fate  of  a  fairs  in  that  kingdom „ 
Commercial ,  and  non- confimp tian  agreements ,  French  inv often  threat¬ 
ened.  Military  ajfociaticns.  People  become  Jlrcngly  armed.  Exemplary 
conduit  of  the  ajfociators.  Prudent  me  a  fur  ey  of  government  in  - that 
country.  General  demand  of  a  free,  and  unlimited  commerce.  Difcon - 
tents  in  Scotland,  wider  an  apprehenficn  of  a  relaxation  of  the  popery 
laves.  Outrages  in  Edinburgh  and  Giafgow.  Subfcriptions  for  raping 
troops ,  and  other  public  purpofes.  Eaft  India  company  grant  bounties 
for  raifing  6coo  feamen,  and  undertake  to  build  three  j hips  of  the  line , 
as  an  augmentation  to  the  royal  navy.  State  of  parties.  Changes  in 
ad  min  if  ration.  Meeting  of  the  drifts  parliament . 


?  j  AI~IE  recefs  of  parliament, 
j[_  in  the  year  1779,  opened 
a  period  of  great  danger,  and 
prefented  a  new  and  unufual  face 
of  public  affairs,  with  refpefl  to 
this  country.  Our  fituation  in 
the  preceding  year  had  been 
deemed  Sufficiently  alarming  and 
perilous.  We  had,  however,  the 
fortune  to  fuflain  our  antient  na¬ 
val  reputation  ;  to  maintain  our 


Sovereignty .  perfect  in  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  feas  to  afford  the  fulled 
protection  to  our  own  commerce, 
whillt  we  nearly  ruined  that  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  futfer  no  dlf- 
grace  any  where.  It  is  true,  that 
abroad,  we  loll  the  valuable 
iiland  of  Dominica;  but  if  this 
was  not  compenfated  for  in  point 
of  commercial  value  by,  the  re¬ 
duction  of  St.  Lucia,  it  was  am- 

ply 
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ply  fo  with  regard  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  naval  ftation,  and  in 
point  of  honour,  by  the  double 
defeat  both  by  fca  and  land, 
which,  with  forces  fo  greatly 

~  *  O  j 

unequal,  D’Eftaing  received  from 
the  gallantry  and  ccndud  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Barrington  and  General 
Meadows.  At  the  fame  time, 
the  advantages  obtained  in  the 
Eaft  Indies  were  of  the  firft  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  the  redudfticn  of 
Georgia,  opened  the  way  for 
goading  and.  wounding  the  A  me- 
ricans  in  their  moll  tender  and 
fenfible  part,  by  that  war  which 
has  been  ever  fince  carried  on  in 
the  fouthern  colonies. 

In  this  year,  the  appearance  of 
things  was  by  no  means  fo  favour¬ 
able.  The  flags  of  our  enemies, 
were  now  for  the  ftrft  time,  or  at 
lead  after  a  very  long  interval, 
feen  flying  triumphant  in  our  Teas, 
and  their  fleets  braving  the  Bri¬ 
tish  fliores  with  impunity.  The 
mighty  aceeffion  of  the  whole 
weight  of  the  Spanifh  monarchy, 
to  that  dangerous  confederacy 
which  was  already  formed  again  ft 
us,  could  not  but  deeply  fmk  a 
fcale,  which,  without  that  accef- 
fion,  was  apparently  to  a  level 
with  our  own.  Such  a  combina¬ 
tion  of  real  power,  and  of  adual 
effective  force,  has  feldom  been 
known  in  Europe  upon  any  occa- 
fion,  much  lefts  againft  any  Angle 
ftate ;  excepting,  perhaps,  only 
that,  which  was  lately  united, 
but  without  any  application  of 
ftrength,  in  the  partition  of  Po¬ 
land.  The  great  and  formidable 
confederacy  again  ft  the  king  of 
Pruffia  in  the  late  War,  will  not 
hold  in  this  comparifcn.  For  be- 
fides  that  he  was  ably  fupported 
by  a  moll  potent  ally,  various 


impediments  arofe  in  the  way* 
which  prevented  the  accumula¬ 
tion,  and  the  aflual  exertion  of 
feveral  of  the  parts,  of  that  vaft 
force  which  was  deftined  to  his 
deftrmftion.  The  operations  of 
one  of  the  moft  formidable  of  his 
enemies,  were  greatly  impeded 
by  aikance,  and  ftill  more  by  in¬ 
ternal  circumftanccs.  A  fecond, 
not  Ids  dangerous,  was,  except¬ 
ing  a  very  ihort  period,  taken 
wholly  off  his  hands  by  Great 
Britain.  A  third,  was  deprived 
of  power  by  furprize  ;  and  a 
fourth,  was  ineffective  bv  nature. 
Similar  exceptions  might  be  found 
with  refpedl  to  the  grand  alliance 
formed  againft  Lewis  the  XIV* 
at  the  opening  of  the  prefent  cen¬ 
tury  ;  and  it  fhould  be  remember¬ 
ed  that  Spain,  though  it  was,  in 
feme  refpecls,  rather  a  burthen, 
than  an  acceflion  of  force  to  that 
monarch,  yet  was  more  conve¬ 
niently  fituated  for  him  than  for 
his  enemies  ;  and  that  the  trea¬ 
sures  and  commerce  of  the  Indies 
were  in  a  great  meafure  in  his 
hands  during  the  war. 

It  was  not  even  againft  a  ftate. 
Angle,  but  whole,  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  mighty  combination  of  power 
was  directed.  It  was  againft  a 
ftate,  already  weakened  by  a  ru¬ 
inous  civil  war,  and  now  depart¬ 
ed  by  defection  ;  whilft  the  fever¬ 
ed  parts  operated  againft  it  in  the 
duplicate  ratio,  cf  a  privation  of 
native  ftrength,  and  a  communi¬ 
cation  of  actual  force  to  the  com¬ 
bination. 

The  reiiftance  of  Great  Britain 
to  that  mighty  combination,  fill¬ 
ed  all  thofe  parts  of  Europe 
which  looked  on  with  aftcrlifh- 
ment  and  refpedt.  At  home,  her 
reiources  feemed  to  grow  with’ her 
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fteceffities.  In  no  part  of.  the 
world  was  her  naval  or  military 
glory  obfcured,  where  it  was 
thought  proper  to  exert,  cither 
her  naval  or  her  military  power. 
The  combined  force  of  the  ene¬ 
my  was  incumbered  with  thofe 
difficulties  which  ever  attend 
combined  operations  ;  and  this 
was  probably  the  caufe  of  their 
lofs  of  feveral  opportunities,  the 
right  ufe  of  which  might  have 
proved  fatal  to  us.  It  was  not, 
as  in  the  war  againfl  Louis  the 
fourteenth,  in  the.  power  of  the 
allies  to  bring  on  thofe  great  bat¬ 
tles  which  decide  the  fate  of  em¬ 
pires.  The  war  was  at  fea  ;  and 
the  fea  is  a  wide  field.  The  na¬ 
val  mode  of  war  is  perhaps  in  its 
nature  not  fo  decifive  as  that 
which  is  carried  on  by  land.  It 
was  become  every  day  more  and 
more  difficult  to  briny  on  a  de- 
eiiion  by  land.  The  alarm  of  the 
preceding  time  had  caufed  a  great 
exertion  in  England,  which, 
from  a  hate  very  much  unpre¬ 
pared,  became  at  length  to  be 
powerfully  armed.  It  mud  be 
obferved,  however,  that  this 
hand,  which  was  made  fometimes 
by  bold  puffies,  and  fometimes 
by  prudent  retreats,  has  had  no 
tendency  to  bring  the  war  to  a 
termination.  The  heterogeneous 
parts  of  the  alliance  obtained 
time  to  coalefcc.  The  great  fub- 
jecl  of  alarm  to  all  thinking  men 
was  the  regular  progreffive  growth 
of  the  enemies  naval  force  ;  and 
that  not  only  in  number  of  flips, 
but  alfo  in  naval  fkill.  This  had 
been  too  much  overlooked  in  the 
beginning,  from  our  confined  at¬ 
tention  to  the  American  war. 
Again!!  this  no  fufficient  precau¬ 
tion  feems  to  have  been  taken. 
Vol.  XXIII* 


Whether  afterwards  it  was  in  our 
power  to  recover  our  fuperiority, 
it  is  not  eafy  to  determine. 

Thus,  we  not  only  had  to  en¬ 
counter  the  antient  fpirit  and 
gallantry  of  our  neighbour  rivals, 
but  likewife  that  artificial  and 
dangerous  courage,  arifing  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  profeihonal 
knowledge  and  ability  ;  and  our 
feamen  could  not  but  be  amazed, 
to  fee  feme  of  their  own  peculiar 
character!  dies,  with  refpedt  to 
maritime  fkill  and  dexterity,  as 
it  were,  fuddenly  transferred  to 
the  enemy. 

The,  hoffiiie  msni-  T 
fello  prefented  by  the  JUne  J 
Marquis  D’Almodo-  l779' 
var,  the  Spanilh  ambaflador,  be- 
fides  the  recal  of  Lord  t Grantham 
from  Madrid,  drew  out  from  the 
court  of  London,  on  the  third 
day  after  it  was  prefented,  a  pro¬ 
clamation  for  reprizals  on  Spain, 
along  with  another,  containing 
regulations  for  the  diftribution  of 
prizes  taken  during  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  hoftilities  with  that  coun¬ 
try.  Thefe  were  fol-  T  1  . 

lowed,  foon  after  the  -* u  ^  9tJ-* 
riling  of  parliament,  by  another 
proclamation,  which  announced 
to  the  public  the  receiving  intel¬ 
ligence  of  an  intended  invailon 
of  this  kingdom  by  our  enemies  ; 
and  which  likewife  iffued  orders 
to  the  proper  officers,  for  care¬ 
fully  watching  the  coafls ;  and, 
upon  the  hrft  approach  of  the 
enemy,  for  the  immediate  remo¬ 
val  of  horfes,  oxenj  cattle,  and 
provilions,  to  places  of  fecurity, 
and  at  a  proper  (but  undefined) 
diftance. 

Thefe  were  followed,  at  due 
intervals,  and  according*  to  all 
the  eftablifhed  rules  of  form,  by 
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fird,  that  whild  the  court 


measured  and  regular  difcharges 
of  the  diplomatique  artillery  on 
all  fides.  France  led  the  way  ,  as 
well  to  bring  Spain  forward  with  a 
good  grace  upon  the  occafion,  and 
to  j  ill tily  their  reipeftiye  and  re¬ 
ciprocal  conduct,  as  to  convince 
the  world,  of  the  clofe  connection 
of  intereiis  and  infeparable  union, 
which  fub filled  between  the  tv/o 
crowns.  She  accordingly  iffued 
her  manifefto,  under  the  title  of 
i(  an  exposition  of  the  motives 
and  conduct  of  his  mod  Chridian 
majedy  towards  England.5 5  In 
this  piece,  the  following  are  avow¬ 
ed  to  be  the  motives  of  the  war 
with  the  united  courts,  viz.  t(  to 
i(  avenge  their  refpe Stive  injuries , 
t(  and  to  put  an  end  to  that  tyran- 
tc  nical  empire ,  vbhich  England 
tf  has  ufwrped ,  and  pretends  to 
“  maintain  upon  the  ocean d 5  . 

Tv/o  royal  Spanilh  Chedulas, 
as  they  are  called,  and  a  circular 
letter,  which  were  all  ifTued  be¬ 
fore  the  end  of  June,  and  the  fird 
figned  in  live  days  after  the  deli¬ 
very  of  the  refcript  at  London, 
may  be  considered  in  part  as 
domedic  papers  ;  for  although 
they  include,  in  effeft,  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  war,  they  likewife  hold 
•out  a  judihcation  of  the  king  to 
his  fubjefts  for  his  having  recourfs 
to  that  extremity  ;  along  with  re¬ 
gulations  to  be  obferved  by  his 
•officers,  in  refpecl  to  the  perfons 
and  property  of  the  Englidi  within 
the  kingdom,  and  an  interdiction 
of  all  commerce  and  connection 
between  the  two  nations. — In  the 
circular  letter,  the  three  following 
points  are  particularly  infided  on, 
a  ml  feem,  although  without  any 
' direCt  fpecifi  cation,  to  be  intend¬ 
ed  f  t  the  indruftion  of  the  Spa- 
nidi  miniders  at  foreign  couits; 
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of  London  fought  to  amufe 
that  of  Spain,  in  feeding  de*. 
lays,  and  in  finally  refilling 
to  -admit  the  honourable  and 
equitable  propofals  which  his 
majedy  made,  in  quality  of  me- 
diatior,  to  edablifh  peace  be¬ 
tween  France,  England,  and 
the  American  provinces,  the 
Britifli  cabinet  offered,  clan- 
dellinely,  by  means  of  fecret 
cmilfaries,  conditions  of  like 
purpofe  with  the  propolitions 
of  his  majedy. 55 — “  That  thefe 
offers  and  conditions  were  not 
to  drange  or  indifferent  per- 
fons,  but  direclly  and  imme¬ 
diately  to  the  'minider  of  the 
American  provinces  redding  at 
Paris.5’  And,  “  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  minider  hath  omitted  no¬ 
thing  to  procure,  by  many 
other  methods,  new  enemies  to 
his  majedy.5 5 

All  this  might  be  true.  The 
Britifh  miniders  might  fee  reafon 
•  for  declining  the  mediation  of 
Spain,  and  applying  direftly  to 
the  American  agents.  This  might 
have  been  a  proceeding  faulty  with 
regard  to  dignity  or  to  wife  policy ; 
(though  that  is  by  no  means  clear) 
but  turn  lines  a  very  bad  reafon 
for  the  court  of  Spain  to  declare 
war  ayaiad  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Thefe  jefler  pieces  were  not 
long  after  followed  by  a  date  paper 
of  confiderable  length,  publilh- 
cd  at  Madrid,  in  the  nature  of 
a  manifefto,  declaring  the  motives 
which  had  induced  his  Catholic 
majedy  to  .withdraw  his  ambafia- 
dor,  and  to  aft  hodilely  againd 
England.  This  piece  abounds 
with  the  fame  fort  of  loofe  random 
charges,  exceedingly  deficient  in 
point  of  fpecification;  but  with 
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an  unufual  precision,  in  giving 
the  fern  of  fuppofed  injuries  or 
grievances,  in  round  and'  definite 
numbers,  which  To  much  diftin- 
guifhed  that  prefcnted  by  the 
Marquis  ’Almodovar.  As  a 
j  unification  of  the  charge  of  one 
hundred  injuries  laid  in  that  piece, 
and  a  proof  of  the  cautious  dread 
of  offending  the  truth,  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  making'  of  that  hate- 
ment,  (which  is  likewife  particu¬ 
larly  noticed)  eleven  charges  are 
laid  here,  (as  the  lawyers  exprefs 
it)  in  one  count,  twelve  in  ano¬ 
ther,  and  eighty-fix  in 'a  third. 
We  are  at  the  fame  time  allured, 
that  they  have  abftained  from 
leffer  and  more  diftant  matters 
of  complaint,  as  being  too  mul- 

A  O 

titudinous  for  fpecification. 

Thefe  charges  may  be  arranged 
under  the  five  following  heads; 
violations  of  territorial  rights ; 
infults,  or  injuries,  to  the  Spa- 
nifh  flag,  navy,  or  commerce ; 
injuftice  of  the  Englilh  admiralty 
courts,  particularly,  or  entirely, 
in  the  Well  Indies;  numberlefs 
wrongs,  of  various  kinds,  in  the 
Bay  of  Honduras;  and  peribnal 
contempt,  infult,  and  attempt  at 
injury,  to  the  Spanilh  monarch, 
during  the  late  negociations  fax- 
peace,  in  which  he  affirmed  the 
character  of  mediator. 

With  refpcft  to  the  firft  of  thefe 
heads,  confidering  it  diftindlly 
from  what  related  to  the  Bay  of 
Honduras,  the  only  charge  fpeci- 
fied,  is  directed  to  the  redrefs  of  a 
notorious  act  of  violence  commit¬ 
ted  by  the  Spaniards  themfelves, 
who  in  open  defiance  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  flag,  had  unwarrantably  feiz- 
ed,  and  were  beginning  to  plun¬ 
der,  befides  exceeding  ill  ufage  to 
die  captain  and  crew,  a  finall 
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veffel  in  the  Bay  of  Gibraltar, 
which  happened  to  be  becalmed, 
or  eroded  by  the  current,  as  fhe 
was  going  in  with  provi lions  cr 
neceffaries  for  the  ufe  of  that  for- 
trefs.  This  outrage  was  commit-, 
ted  in  open  day-light,  in  the  fight 
of  the  garrifon,  and  under  the 
view  of  three  Britifh  frigates  of 
war,  which  were  then  riding  in 
the  harbour.  As  the  want  of  wind 
did  not  admit  the  direft  interfer¬ 
ence  of  the  frigates,  they  difpatch- 
ed  their  long-boats  far  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  veffel;  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  crews  of  which  bravely 
performed  the  fervice,  by  cutting 
out  and  bringing  her  off,  from 
under  the  fire  of  the  Snanifh  bat- 

i 

teries.  As  the  fuccefs  in  this  bu- 
finefs  was  attended  by  thofe  ufual 
circumftances  of  triumph,  which 
are  in  fome  degree  peculiar  to 
that  intrepid  order  of  men  who 
were  the  afters  in  it,  thefe  now 
conffituted  no  fmal!  part  of  the 
prefen t  charge. 

The  charges  claffed  under  the 
fecond  and  third  heads,  are  of  a 
nature  which  admit  of  no  opinion, 
much  lefs  decifion,  without  a  due 
courfe  of  enquiry,  including  a 
full  examination  of  the  evidence 
on  both  fides;  and  are  matters 
which  could  afford  no  difficulty 
in  the  fettling,  if  the  parties  were 
amicably  difpofed.  It  may,  how¬ 
ever,  be  obferved  on  the  whole, 
that  it  wa9  not  very  probable,  if 
any  fuch  violations  did  exift,  that 
they  were  countenanced  by  the 
Britifh  miniflers,  whofe  policy 
with  regard  to  their  favourite 
points  in  America,  would  natur¬ 
ally  make  them  cautious  of  giving 
particular  caufe  of  quarrel  to  the 
houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  charges  relative  to  imputed 
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or  real  tranfadlions,  on  the  coafls, 
or  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras,,  would 
require  inveftigation  and  evidence 
like  the  former,  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  q  aeiiicn  of  right  in  fome 
inflances,  and  to  eftablifh.  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  fad  in  others.  Some  of 
them  are  evidently  and  grofsly 
miilated  ;  and  others  are  founded 
upon  claims,  which  are  either 
controverted,  or  abfolutely '  de¬ 
nied.  The  charge  of  exciting 
the  Mofquito  Indians  to  a  revolt, 
fee  111  s  not  better  fupported.  Some 
connection  had  been  conftantly 
kept  up  with  thefe  people,  who 
having  never  acknowledged  the 
Spanifh  dominion,  have  always 
been /regarded,  as  a  free  nation. 
Perhaps  the  affairs  on  that  coafi , 
ought  to  have  been  put  on  a  more 
diitind  footing  in  the  treaty  of 
Paris., 

Under  the  lair  head  of  grie¬ 
vance  or  injury,  the  charge  of  du¬ 
plicity  made,  as  we  have  feen,  on 
the  court  of  London  in  the  cir¬ 
cular  letter,  is  more  fully  enforc¬ 
ed,  and  more  particularly  fpeci- 
fed.  It  afferts,  that  the  Britifh 
cabinet  or  minidry,  (as  they  are 
indifferently  called)  at  the  fame 
Line  that  they  rejected  the  pro- 
pofals  made  openly  by  .Spain,  as 
mediator  in  the  negociatiqns  for  a 
peace,  were  privately  inf  nuating 
themfelves  at  the  court  of  France, 
by  the  means  of  fecret  emiffaries, 
and  making  very  great  offer’s  to 
her  to  abandon  the  colonics,  and 
to  make  a  peace  with  England. 
And,  that  at  the  very  fame  time, 
they  were  treating,  by  means  of 
another  certain  emiffary,  with 
Doftor  Franklin,  miniver  pleni- 
potciitiary  from  the  American  co¬ 
lonies  at  Paris,  to  whom  they 
made  various  propolals  to  difunite 
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them  from  France,  and  to  accom¬ 
modate  matters  with  England  5 
thus,  not  only  holding  out  condi¬ 
tions  iimilar  to  thofe  which  they 
had  rejected  and  fpurned  at,  when 
coming  through  iris  Catholic  ma- 
jefty;  but  in  fact,  including  offers 
much  more  favourable  to  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  From  thefe  premifes,  the 
neceffity  of  the  Spanifh  king’s 
giving  full  efficacy  to  his  engage¬ 
ments  with  France,  is  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  be  fhewn,  and  conclusions 
to  the  following  purport  are  like- 
wifp  drawn  ;  — ~  that  the  Englifh 
policy  was  principally  directed  to 
difunite  the  two  courts  of  Paris 
and  Madrid,  by  means  of  the  fug- 
geftions  and  offers  feparately  made 
to  them :  and  alio,  to  fpread  a 
net  for  the  American  hates,  fo  that 
being  drawn  in  by  flattering  and 
magnificent  promifes  to  a  feparate 
accommodation,  or  even  to  join 
their  arms  againff  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  England  might  after¬ 
wards,  when  they  were  left  alone 
■without  proteftors,  and  without 
guarantees  to'  the  treaties  which 
flie  now  concluded  with  them, 
again  become  the  arbiter  of  their 
fate,  and  renew  all  their  former 
oppreffions. 

Thus  far  vve  have  feen  the  oflen- 
fible  caufes  of  the  war  on  the  fide 
of  Spain,  The  fecret  and  prime 
motive,  to  which  all  thefe  ferved 
only  to  afford  a  colouring,  was 
either  fo  predominant  that  it  could 
not  be  entirely  concealed,  ,or 
things  were  now  fuppofed  to  be 
in  fucli  ft  fetation  as  rendered  con¬ 
cealment  unneceffary.  The  dan¬ 
gerous  deflgn. of  crufliing  the  Eng- 
11  »h  naval  power,  appears  rather 
unexpeifledly  in  the  tail  of  this 
manifeffoy  but  is  as  fully-to  the 
purpofe  as  in  that  of  France.  It 
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declares,  -that,  to  attain  the 
much  vvifhed  for  end  of  a  fecure 
peace,  it  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  curtail  and  deftroy  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  and  maxims  of  the 
Englilh  maritime  power;  an  ob¬ 
ject,  in  the  attainment  of  which, 
all  other  maritime  powers,  and 
even  all  nations  in  general,  are 
become  much  intereiled. 

Such  are,  in  part,  the  danger¬ 
ous  combinations, .  and  alarming 
deligns,  to  which  our  fatal  civil 
commotions  have  afforded  too  fub- 
ffantial  a  being. 

The  j  uffifying  memorial  of  the 
•king  of  Great  Britain,  in  anfwer 
to  the  French  manifeffo,  com- 
pleated  the  circle  of  thofe  formal 
appeals  to  mankind,  which  the 
•etiquette  of  modern  courts  has 
eftablithed,  as  a  fort  of  preludes 
to  the  opening  of  thofe  real  feenes 
of  war  and  deftruCtion,  which 
-they  are  preparing  to  exhibit. 
They  ufually  trumpet  forth  the 
godlike  attributes  of  juftice,  equi¬ 
ty,  mercy,  and  above  all,  that 
univerfal  benevolence  and  tender- 
nefs  to  mankind,  with  which  their 
refractive  courts  or  fovereigns  are 
fuppofed  to  be  infinitely  endued ; 
and  deplore,  in  the  moft  pathetic 
ffrain,  thofe  very  evils  which  they 
are  bringing  on,  and  thofe  mife- 
ries,  which  they  are  exerting  their 
-utmoff  powers  to  inflict.  If  they 
produce  little,  or  no  effect,  it  is, 
however,  generally  as  much  as  is 
expcCted  from  them;  and,  how¬ 
ever  fmall  the  fh  are  of  credit  which 
they  obtain  with  the  public,  it  is, 
a  1  molt  to  a  certainty,,  as  much  as 
they  deferve. 

In  this  flute  of  danger  from  our 
foreign  enemies,  the  empire  feem- 
ed  convuifed  in  aim  off  all  its  parts', 
and  on  die  point  of  being  farther 


rent,  by  internal  diffatisfaCtion 
and  difeontent.  In  Ireland,  af¬ 
fairs  leeined  approaching  faff  to  a 
‘cribs.  It  was  not  to  be  expected 
that  a  country  dependent  on  Great 
Britain,  and  much  limited  in  the 
ufe  .  of  its  natural  advantages, 
ffiould  not  be  affedled  by  the 
caufes  and  confequences  of  the 
American  war.  The  fagacious  ItL 
that  kingdom  could  not  avoid  per¬ 
ceiving  in  the  prefent  combination 
of  circumftances  an  advantage, 
which  was  to  be  now  improved, 
or  given  up  for  ever. 

A  new  Hate  of  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  diftrefs,  along  with  a  itronp- 
fenfe  of  recent  affronts,  (as  they 
were  now  confidered)  were  the 
powerful  agents,  which,  combin¬ 
ed  with  feveral  others  of  a  fubordi- 
nate  degree,  produced  this  revo¬ 
lution  in  the  temper  and  d-ifpofi- 
tion  of  the  people  of  Ireland.  We 
have  on  former  occafions,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  in  our  lait  volume,  taken 
notice  of  fome  of  thefe  matters. 
Habitual  reffraint  feems  in  length 
of  time  to  become  To  much  a  part 
of  our  nature,  that  it  requires 
fome  new  exertion,  or  an  applica¬ 
tion  to  fome  tender  and  untried 
part,  in  order  to  excite  any  verv 
uneafy  fenfation,  or  at  leaf!  any 
particular  degree  of  refentment* 
The  reftriftions  on  the  commerce 
and  manufactures  of  Ireland,  might 
have  been  paffed  over  for  fome 
ages  to  come,  with  perhaps  even 
Jefs  difficulty  than  they  had' been 
endured  for  near  a  century  paff; 
if  a  temporary  diffrefs  had  not 
quickened  their  apprehenfions. 

Of  all  the  evils  of  .which  they 
complained,  the  three  years  em¬ 
bargo  on  the  only  ffaple  export  of 
that  'kingdom,'  feemed  the  molt 
immediately  mifehievous ;  'and  be- 
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ing  confidercd,  from  the  coircef- 
fions  to  America,  as  particularly 
iniultiag,  was-  accordingly  the 
molt  highly  relented  by  the  peo¬ 
ple,  One  of  the  public  writers 
of  that  country  fays.- — iS  That  it 
was  fen t  as  a  cur fe,  and  operated 
as  a  pefUlence.”  It  was  likewife, 
along  with  its  pernicious  tendency 
and  effects,  charged  with  being 
not  only  unconhitutional,  but  di¬ 
rectly  illegal ;  and  a  gentleman 
of  the  Irifh  Koufe  of  Commons 
only  failed  in  bringing  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  legality  to  a  final  decilion 
in  a  court  of  law,  by  the  unex¬ 
pected  death  of  a  c adorn  -  houfe 
officer,  who  from  the  ieizure  of  a 
cargo  fitted  out  on  the  purpofe, 
was  rendered  defendant  in  the  fait 
which  the  former  inftituted.  But 
what  aggravated  every  circum- 
flance  relative  to  this  buiinefs  to 
the  higheft  pofilble  degree,  was 
the  national  contempt,  which  it 
was  fuppofed  to  convey.  For  it 
being  confide  red  merely  as  a  go¬ 
vernment  job,  and  calculated  only 
(as  they  faid,  without  referve, 
both  in  parliament  and  out)  to 
raife  immenfe  fortunes  for  a  few 
Engl iHi  and  Scotch  adherents  to 
the  B ri til'll  miniiiry,  nothing  could 
exceed  their  indignation  at  the  re- 
heClion,  that  the  interefb  of  the 
kingdom  fhould  be  Sacrificed,  and 

«m/  7 

a  whole  nation  reduced  to  difrefs, 
only  (as  they  afferted)  to  favour 
the  rapacity  of  a  fet  of  contrac¬ 
tors. 

The  public  diftreffes,  they  faid, 
kept  pace  with  the  private,  and 
proceeded  from  funilar  caufes. 
Whil’d  the  means  of  fupply  were 
cut  off  by  unjuff  refliriClion,  a 
corrupt  and  profufe  fyilem  of  go¬ 
vernment,  which,  they  pretend¬ 
ed,  had  been  early  adopted,  and 


had  generally  prevailed,  during 
the  prefent  reign,  had  continual¬ 
ly  enhanced  every  article  of  the 
public  expenditure,  until  the 
wliole  was  fweiled  to  its  prefent 
enormous  and  ruinous  hate  ;  far 
exceeding  the  handing  revenues 
of  the  kingdom,  and  hill  much 
farther  all  pah  example  of  ex- 
pence.  Thus,  inhead  of  a  full 
exchequer,  as  heretofore,  which 
might  happily  afford  encourage¬ 
ment  to  the  cultivation  and  im¬ 
provement  of  the  country,  and  to 
arts  and  induhry  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  the  great  objeft  and  labour 
now  ci  every  feliion  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  was  the  multiplication  of 
taxes,  and  the  making  fome  far¬ 
ther  accumulation  to  that  national 
debt,  which  had  been  contracted 
under  this  ruinous  fyflem. 

Some  other  real  or  fuppofed 
matters  of  irritation,  or  caufes  of 
jealoufy,  as  they  excited  difoon- 
tent,  fufpicion,  or  appreheniion, 
ferved  likewife  to  render  the  fenfe 
of  immediate  grievance  or  dihrefs 
full  more  insupportable  in  that 
country.  The  doctrines  of  taxa¬ 
tion  without  representation,  and 
of  unconditional  fubmiffion,  which 
were  extended  to  America,  were 
urged,  not  unpl audibly,  as  matter 
of  appreheniion  and  alarm  to  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  it  was  openly  faid, 
that  the  chains  forged  for  the  colo¬ 
nies,  would,  in  cafe  of  fuccefs, 
afford  a  mode  for  the  fetters  which 
would  foon  after  be  made  fitting 
to  themfelves.  Some  Irrong  and 
very  unprofitable  language  ufed 
in  the  Britilh  parliament,  ferved 
very  much  to  increafe  this  appre- 
henfion  and  jealoufy,  in  drawing 
parallels  between  the  conftitutions 
of  Ireland  and  the  colonies,  and 
deriving  arguments  for  the  fub- 
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million  of  the  latter,  from  the  re- 
ftraints  to  which  the  former  had 
been  fubjeft. 

Still,  however,  the  hopes  of 
feme  confiderable  enlargement  of 
their  commerce,  which  were  re¬ 
peatedly  held  out  in  parliament, 
operated  wonderfully  in  foothing 
difeontent,  and  in  preferving  the 
temper,  and  fortifying  the  pa¬ 
tience  of  the  people.  Thus  all 
public  bufmefs,  for  a  confiderable 
time,  was  liill  carried  on  fmooth- 
ly;  and  the  compliance  and  obfe- 
quioufnefs  of  their  parliament, 
with  refpect  to  all  the  propofals 
and  meafures  of  government,  con¬ 
tinued  to  be  as  confpicuoully  dif- 
plavcd  as  ever. 

But  when  the  people  of  Ireland 
found  that  little  effeftual  was  done 
in  confequcnce  of  thefe  declara¬ 
tions,  and  that  little  attended 
with  much  difeontent  and  oppo¬ 
sition  from  many  cf  the  trading 
parts  of  Great  Britain,  the  hopes 
of  redrefs  became  daily  more  faint, 
and  the  acquiefcence,  and  good 
temper  founded  upon  them,  were 
proportionally  exhaufted.  They 
obferved  that  when  a  bill,  which, 
although  of  no  vail:  confequcnce, 
would  have  afforded  fome  allevia¬ 
tion  to  their  diftrefles,  had  been 
nearly  carried  through  in  the  Bri- 
tilh  Houfe  cf  Commons,  the  mi¬ 
ni  her  himfelf,  who  they  had  been 
taught  to  confider  as  a  friend, 

tv/t  u  0.1-  came  in  perfon,  arm  - 
March  18  th.  ,  X 

ed  at  all  points,  to 

‘  /7'  defeat  this  their  only 
and  la  ft  hope.  The  two  bills 
which  were  afterwards  palled  in 
the  fame  fefiion,  for  permitting 
the  cultivation  of  tobacco,  and 
encouraging  that  of  hemp,  in  Ire¬ 
land,  inftead  of  affording  fatisfac- 
tion,  or  promoting  harmony,  pro¬ 


duced  a  dircflly  contrary  effeft  ; 
being  conlidered  as  nothing  lefs 
than  mockeries,  and  as  infults  of¬ 
fered  to  their  diftrefs. 

In  this  manner,  things  were  re- 
prefented  and  felt  in  Ireland  ;  and 
when  the  attempt  to  keep  parlia¬ 
ment  fitting  for  the  purpofe  of  fet¬ 
tling  fome  plan  for  their  fatisfac- 
tion  was  defeated,  the  flame/ 
which  had  for  fome  time  been 
fmothered,  broke  out  with  great 
violence. 

Allociations  againft  the  purcliafe 
and  ufe  of  Britilh  manufactures, 
and  for  the  encouragement,  in 
every  polfible  degree,  of  their 
own.,  had  already  taken  place  in 
fome  parts  of  that  country;  but 
fsemed  to  be  kept  back,  as  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  con fi deration,  and  a  final 
refort  in  cafe  of  extremity,  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  kingdom.  All 
referve  upon  this  fubjeCl  was  now 
at  an  end;  alfociations  became 
univerfal ;  and  the  non -importa¬ 
tion,  and  non-con fumption  agree¬ 
ments  included  the  ufual  penal¬ 
ties,  or  denunciations  of  ven¬ 
geance,  notonly  againft  violators, 
but  againft  thofe  importers  or  fell¬ 
ers  of  the  prohibited  commodities 
who  had  not  acceded  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  compabl.  By  this,  means  they 
computed,  that,  even  in  the  pre- 
fent  weak  ftate  of  their  manufac¬ 
tures,  they  would  fave  a  . full  mil¬ 
lion  fterling.  which  went  annual- 
ly  to  Great  Britain.  This  great 
laving  would,  they  fsid,  afford 
compenfation  or  redrefs  for  many 
of  their  grievances  and  diftreiTes ; 
and,  what  was  no  fmall  object  of 
fatisfaCtion  with  them,  would  be 
the  means  of  pulling  down  and 
punifliing  the  pride  and  ingrati¬ 
tude  of  Manchefter  and  Glalgow; 
towns  which  had  been  conftant 
[£]  4  and 
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and  immenfe  gainers  in  the  Irifh 
trade,  and  which  had,  notwith¬ 
standing,  they  complained,  been 
the  foremofl,  the  loudeft,  and  the 
mod  effective,  in  oppofmg  and  de¬ 
feating  every  meafure  of  redrefs 
or  relief,  which  had  ever  been  pro- 
pofed  in  favour  of  that  kingdom. 

•  ’But  the  turn  of  affairs,  and  per¬ 
haps  the  future  fortune  of  Ireland, 
were  to  depend  on  •affociations  of 
a  more  effective,  if  not  more  dan¬ 
gerous  nature,  than  any  which  re¬ 
lated  merely  to  commercial  or  do- 
meftic  regulation.  To  the  accu- 
mulation  of  alarms  which  we  have 
Rlready  feen,  had  been  lately  add¬ 
ed,  the  imminent  danger  of  foreign 
invafion ;  a  meafure  evidently  in¬ 
tended,  if  not  absolutely  avowed 
by  France.  This  utuationwas  the 
more  alarming,  as  the  military 
force  fupported  by  Ireland,'  had 
been  •  continually  drained  off  and 
weakened  for  the  American  war. 

•  In  order  to  provide  for  their  de¬ 
fence,  they  laid  it  mult  be  placed 
in  tlioffe  who  had  the  bed:  m  tore  ft 
in’  it.  The  fiate  was  unable  or  un¬ 
willing  to  defend  them  effectually ; 
and  the  mode  of  defence  which  was 
unequal  to  their  protection,  miuht 
fee  ruinous  to  their  liberties.  Mi- 
11  far y  affociations  were  renewed  ; 
and  the  Spirit  of  thefe  affociations 
Soon  became  univerfal  in  that  king¬ 
dom.  They  declared  ,  they  were 
intended  for  the  double  purpofe,  of 
defending  their  fafety  again  ft  fo¬ 
reign  enemies,  and  their  fights 
againit,  what  they  called,  domeftic 
uTurpa  :ion ,  That  they  were  loyal 
to  the  king,  and  affectionate "  to 
G  read  Bid  tain.  But  that  it  was 
with  faffr  loyalty  and  affection,  as 
ccufofod  with  their  own  liberty 
_  { y'c-fperi-y.  In  every  part  of 
1'  I.e,; kingdom  were'ieen  to  arife,  as 
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it  were  by  magic,  vaft  bodies  of 
citizens,  ferving  at  their  own 
charges,  chooling  their  own  offi¬ 
cers,  trained  to  great  expertnefs, 
and  obeying  with  exemplary  regu¬ 
larity  and  fteadinefs.  No  noble¬ 
man,  no  gentleman,  could  ,fhew 
his  face  in  the  country,  who  did 
not  fall  in  (and  they  did  univer- 
fally,  and  for  the  moft  part  chear- 
fully  concur)  with  the  prevalent 
difpofition  of  the  inferior  and  mid¬ 
dling  forts  of  their  countrymen. 
•Men  of  great  fortunes  ferved  in 
the  ranks.  All  this  was  done 
without  any  fort  of  confuiion  or 
diforder  whatever.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  peace  of  the  country  and 
the  obedience  to  the  laws  was  ne¬ 
ver  better  provided  for.  Conii- 
dering,  the  temper  lately  prevalent 
in  that  country,  and  its  fcenes  of 
inteftine  divifion,  this  ought  to  be 
confidered  as  one  of  the  moft  ex¬ 
traordinary  revolutions  recorded  in 
hiftory.  / 

The  numbers  thus  trained  and 
armed  have  been  varioufly  repre- 
fented.  They  were  not  probably 
much  under  thirty  thoufand  men 
in  the  very  firft  year;  and  they 
have  ft  nee  been  very  conftderably 
increafed ;  feme  fay  to  forty,  others 
after t  to  iixty  thou  land  men,  admi¬ 
rably  appointed. 

Government  faw  this  proceed¬ 
ing  with  aftonifhment.  It  was  in 
vain  to  offer  the  leaft  refiltance  to 
the  defignof  a  general  armament; 
nor  could  it  be  wifhed  to  reftrain 
the  fpirit  fo  far  as  regarded  a  fo¬ 
reign  enemy.  They  wifhed  to  re¬ 
gulate  this  force  ;  and  to  bring  it, 
it  poffible,  to  aft  under  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  the  crown ;  but  after  a  very 
few  and  feeble  attempts,  which 
were  fruftrated  with  fcorn,  it  was 
thought  more  wife  to  concur  in 

what 
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what  could  not  be  orevented.  Go- 
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vernment  gave  out  a  confiderable 
fupply  of  arms  to  the  volunteers, 
althouLn.  farfhort  of  what  was  ne- 

O 

cedary  ;  and  thus  this  new  eda- 
bliihment,  fo  favourable  to  the 
rights  of  citizens,  and  of  an  ex- 
ample  fo  flattering  to  the  fuffici- 
ency  of  the  people  at  large,  to  pro¬ 
vide  in  an  orderly  and  effectual 
manner  for  their  own  defence, 
without  any  pofitive  law,  or  the 
interpofition  of  the  ordinary  ma- 
giftrate,  has  been  fanclified  and  re¬ 
cognized  by  the  date  itfelf. 

After  having  provided  for  their 
defence  againd  foreign  enemies, 
the  Irifh  began  to  look  towards 
their  rights,  or  claims  of  rights — 
and  in  general  declared  all  autho¬ 
rity  in  the  Britifh  Parliament  over 
them,  to  be  a  grofs  ufurpation. 
Among  others,  the  Britifh  mutiny 
a£t  was  denied  to  be  valid.  This 
was  carried  to  fuch  a  length,  that 
the  troops  were,  for  lome  time,  in 
a  confiderable  degree,  confined  to 
their  refpective  dations,  as  fcarcely 
a  magidrate  could  be  found  in  the 

#  O 

kingdom,  who  would  iffue  billets 
for  their  quarters.  It  required  the 
greated  degree  of  temper  and  cir- 
cumfpefhion  in  thofe  who  governed 
in  Ireland,  and  in  the  commanders 
of  the  king’s  forces  there,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  collidon  of  two  fuch  armies ; 
and  it  would  be  invidious  to  deny 
them  very  great  praife  for  the  pru¬ 
dence  of  their  conduft. 

This  date  of  thing’s  was  not  the 
work  of  a  party,  or  of  any  parti¬ 
cular  order  of  men;  but  was  pro¬ 
duced,  and  upheld,  by  every  rank, 
clafs,  and  denomination  ^of  the 
people.  The  wife  and  humane 
condufl  of  the  Britidi  legiflature, 
in  relaxing  the  penal  redridlions 
of  the  laws  againd  the  Englilh 
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Roman  Catholics,  was  a  meafure 
of  fuch  obvious  utility,  that  the 
example  was  fpeedily  followed  by 
the  Iridi  parliament ;  who  com¬ 
municated  iimilar  benefits  to  thofe 
of  that  prcfedion  in  their  own 
country.  This  meafure  tended  in. 
a  great  degree  to  dedroy  thofe  ani- 
modties,  which  had  for  fo  many 
ages  been  the  fource  of  weaknefs 
and  didrefs  in  that  kingdom.  The 
newly  redored  citizens,  who  form 
fo  vad  a  majority  of  the  people  in 
Ireland,  foon  perceived,  that  as 
they  now  podefied  a  common  fhare 
in  the  common  intereds,  fo  they 
v/ere  equally  called  upon  with  all 
others,  to  the  public  defence,  and 
to  thefupportof  the  public  rights. 
All  envy  and  averdon  on  the  one 
fide,  and  ail  diftrud  and  apprehen- 
don  on  the  other,  appeared  to  va- 
nifh,and  one  general  principle  and 
fpirit  to  operate  upon  the  whole 
people. 

A  free  and  unlimited  commerce 
with  the  whole  world,  was  the  fird, 
the  great,  and  the  general  object 
of  redrefs;  for  which  no  cornpen- 
fation  could  be  admitted,  and 
without  which,  no  other  concef- 
dons  or  advantages,  however  great 
or  beneficial,  could  afford  fatisfac- 
tion.  This  was  the  fine  qua  non , 
from  which  there  was  no  depar¬ 
ture.  Such  was  the  date  of  affairs 
in  Ireland,  previous  to,  and  dur-  r 
ing  the  recels  of  the  Britidi  parlia¬ 
ment. 

During  the  long  courfe  of  real 

O  O 

or  fuppofed  grievances,  of  public 
difcontents,  or  of  actual  commo¬ 
tion,  which,  for  feveral  years  pad, 
have  more  or  lefs  agitated  every 
other  part  of  the  Britidi  empire, 
Scotland  alone  had  the  fortune  to 
efcape  the  general  contagion  ;  and, 
feeling  the  happinefs  of  her  own 

peculiar 
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peculiar  circumftances  and  fitua- 
fioft,  emitted  no  occ  alien  of  tefti- 
fvino  her  fratitu.de,  by  the  fulleft 
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approbation  of  all  the  conduct  of 
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St  millers,  and  the  moft  perfect  fa- 
tssfadiion  in  thole  meafures,  which 
were  elfewherc  productive  of  fo 


church  of  Scotland,  happened  t<$ 

J  1  I 

be  lifting  at  the  very  time  that  the 
Enpbilh  aft  was  in  agitation  ;  and 
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that  body  rejected,  by  a  majority 
of  above  an  hundred  voices,  a  mo¬ 
tion  then  made,  for  a  re mord trance 
to  parliament  again  ft  the  pafimy  of 

i  O  X  o 


much  uneafmefs,  and  fuck  he  art  - 
burnings  in  all  other  parts  of  the 
BritiOi  dominions.  The  fpirit  of 
fknaticifm,  which  has  fo  often  laid 
the  proudeft  monuments  of  human 
wifdom  and  power  in  the  dull,  was, 
even  there,  to  produce  a  revolution 
in  that  fettled  temper  and  difpoii- 
tion,  which  had  hitherto  ftood  the 
left,  and  fhewn  fuc  h  fuperior  proof, 
to  the  application  of  every  other 
public  and  political  touch  Hone. 

Upon  the  paffing  of  the  late  law, 
in  favour  of  the  Englifh  Roman 
Catholics,  fame  gentlemen  of  con- 
iideratkm  and  -  authority  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom,  expreiled  their  warm  willies 
in  parliament,  that  its  benefits 
were  extended  to  thole  of  that 
communion  in  their  own  country  ; 
and  as  the  feafon  was  then  too  far 
advanced,  declared  their  inten¬ 
tion  of  bringing  in  a  bill  for  that 
purpofe  in  the  enduing  feffion.  Si¬ 
milar  fentiments  feemed  to  prevail 
during  the  recefs  with  feme  others; 
and  as  that  fpirit  of  intolerance, 
which  had  once  fo  peculiarly  dif- 
tinguiihed  Scotland  from  other  re¬ 
formed  countries,  was  fuppofed  to 
have  been  in  a  great  meafure  worn 
awav,  along  with  the  darknefs  of 
the  times,  from  which  fuck  a  dif- 
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trie  biii.  1  ms  mjtance  or  mode¬ 
ration  in  the  national  church, 
could  not  but  afford  great  encou¬ 
ragement  to  the  Catholics  in  Scot+ 

O 

land  to  hone  *  that  thev  fhouid  be 
permitted  to  partake  of  the  indul¬ 
gence  which  had.  been  granted  to 
their  brethren  in  En viand,  and  in 
Ireland.  They  accordingly  pre¬ 
pared  a  petition  to  parliament,  and 
employed  counfel  to  frame  the  cat- 
lines  of  a  bill  for  that  purpofe. 
While  matters  were  in  this  train, 

c _ .  ^ _  1.1 


,  a  gain  ft 


an  inflammatory  pan?  pm- 
the  dodlrines  and.  members  of  po¬ 
pery,  reprelenting  the  latter  as  ini¬ 
mical  to  all  ftates,  and  as  the  com¬ 
mon.  enemies  of  mankind,  was 


written  by  a  nanjuring  clergyman, 
printed  at  the  expcnce  of  the  fo- 
ciety  for  propagating  Chnitian 
knowledge,  and  circulated  with 
great  induftrv  through  everv  order 

o  J  o  J 

of  the  people.  The  effedts  of  this 
publication  Ron  began  to  appear 
in  feme  of  the  provincial  fynods, 
where  the  matter  being  taken  up 
and  agitated  with  much  heat,  an¬ 
gry  resolutions  were  pafTed  againft 
the  unfortunate  people  who  were 
the  objects  of  their  jealoufy  ;  and 
thefe  refblutions,  including  a  full 
determination  of  opponng  every 
meafure  of  relief  which  was  or 


pofition  generally  derives  its  force; 
it  was  fcarcely  imagined  that  the 
intended  meafure  of  relief,  would 


might  be  intended  for  them,  being 
publifhed  in  the  news-papers, could 
not  fail  to  excite  feme  ferment. 


have  produced  any  confiderahle  The  conduft  of  the  fynod  of  Lo- 
degree  of  opposition,  or  even  ef  thian  and  Tweeddale,  upon  which 
murmur.  the  eyes  of  the  people  were  parti- 

The  genera,!  aftembly  of  the  cularly  turned,  feemed,  however, 

calc  ulated 
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calculated  to  reftrain  that  fury  of 
ze  1,  v  hich  was  now  generating, 
from  fp  reading  to  any  great  extent. 
Notwithib  nuing  the  efforts  of  a 
violent  nartv  among  them le Ives, 
the  .humane  rcfolution  iifued  by 
that  afembly,  went  totally  to  dif- 
claim  their  having  any  hand  in  op¬ 
posing  the  mild  intentions  of  go- 
vcrument,  for  giving  relief"  to  their 
fellow-fu  eject  s . 

Whatever  rood  effeCts  might 

O  t> 

have  been  expe&ed  from  this  tern- 
perate  conduCl,  they  were  entirely 
defeated  or  prevented,  by  the  acti¬ 
vity  and  boldnefs  of  a  few  obfeure 
zealots  in  Edinburgh;  who,  under 
the  guife  of  fome  eflablifhed  poli¬ 
tical  body  of  the  Fate,  undertook 
the  protection  and  defence  of  the 
national  church  in  the  place  of 
their  clergy,  whom  they  charred 

O  v  '  J  O 

with  a  feandalous  and  impious  de- 
fertion  of  the  caufe  of  God  and 
religion.  This  felf-created  body, 
artfully  concealing  their  infignifi- 
cance,  by  ftudioufly  keeping  their 
names,  occupations,  and  number 
in  total  darknefs,  equally  availed 
thcmfelvesof  the  opportunity  which 
their  fituaticn  in  the  capital  afford¬ 
ed,  of  affuming  an  extraordinary 
degree  of  importance;  and  under 
the  fpecious  and  pompous  title  of 
the  committee  for  the  proteftant 
intereft,  eafilypaffed  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic,  not  only  for  men  of  rank, 
confequence,  and  authority,  but 
as  the  acling  delegates  of  a  kill 
greater  body. 

Under  this  delufive  appearance, 
to  which  the  prejudices  or  fears  of 
the  people  afforded  all  the  fanCtion 
they  could  wilh,  they  foon  became 
fo  popular,  that  committees  for 
corresponding  with  them  were  efta- 
blifhed  in  feveral  parts  of  that 
country,  and  particularly  in  the 


weftern  fhires ;  and  the  public 
confidence  and  opinion  increafing, 
in  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of 
the  dangers  which  they  deferibed, 
and  were  fuppofed  to  have  difeo- 
vered,  they  were  confidefed  as  the 
fitteft  and  mod;  effective  agents,  for 
applying  the  contributions  of  the 
well-difpofcd  to  the  immediate  de¬ 
fence  of  religion.  Thus  a  few- 
unknown  men  feemed  to  be  en- 
trufted  with  the  care  of  the  purfes, 
as  well  as  of  the  confciences  of  the 
people  ;  and  by  this  means  they 
were  enabled  to  publifh  and  diftri- 
bute  inflammatory  pamphlets  gra¬ 
tis,  and  without  number;  while 
the  news-papers  and  flreets  were 
crouded  with  letters,  paragraphs, 
and  hand -bills,  teeming  with  fedi- 
tion,  inveCtive,  and  abufe;  all 
tending  evidently  to  excite  a  peo¬ 
ple,  naturally  warm  and  irritable, 
to  afts  of  outrage.  The  effeCi  an- 
fvvered  their  moll  fanguine  expecta¬ 
tions;  and  they  foon  beheld  the 
flame  which  they  had  fo  fucefsfully 
(they  faid  unintentionally)  blown 
up,  not  only  fpread  through  every 
part  of  Scotland,  but  extended  in¬ 
to  the  fouthern  part  of  the  united 
kingdom ;  until,  at  length,  it  li¬ 
terally  blazed  forth  in  its  utmoll 
violence,  and  attended  with  all  its 
horrors,  in  the  metropolis  of  the 
empire. 

As  people  are  always  curious  to 
know  fomething  of  thofe  inftru- 
ments,  that  are  the  means  of  pro¬ 
ducing  extraordinary  or  unexpect¬ 
ed  effeCts,  it  may  be  expected  that 
we  fhould  take  fome  notice  of  the 
committee  in  queftion.  From  the 
only  account  of  it  which  we  have 
feen,  and  which  is  faid  to  have 
keen  obtained  with  no  frnall  diffi¬ 
culty,  it  appears,  that  in  point  of 
number  it  amounted  only  to  thir¬ 
teen 
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teen  perfons ;  that  .the  three  firft  or 
principal  of  thefe,  fo  far  as  may¬ 
be  judged  from  apparent  rank  or 
condition,  were,  a  merchant,  a 
gQldfmith,  and  a  teacher  of  the 
poor  in  an  hofpptal,  that  the  re¬ 
mainder,  were  either  men  exer- 
cifing  mean  trades,  or  elfe  writing- 
clerks,  feme  ferving  in  counting- 
houfes,  and  others  in  public  of¬ 
fices  ;  excepting  only  the  thir¬ 
teenth,  who  being  yet  an  appren¬ 
tice,  filled,  notwithstanding,  the 
important  office  of  Secretary  to  the 
committee.  Such  were v  the  re¬ 
doubted  champions,  who  under¬ 
took  the  protection  and  defence  of 
an  eftablifhed  national  religion ; 
already  guarantied  and  fortified, 
not  only  by  its  invincible  truth 
and  holiiiefs,  but  by  laws,  habits, 
length  of  poiTeffion,  public  opi¬ 
nion,  and  the  united  force  of  a 
whole  empire. 

The  wretched  people  who  were 
thus  marked  out  as  the  objects 
of  public  execration  and  venge¬ 
ance,  apprehending  the  molt  fatal 
consequences  from  the  dangerous 
fpirit  now  raifed,  thought  it  pru¬ 
dent  and  neceflary,  early  in  the 
year  1779,  to  acquaint  Lord  North, 
through  fonieof  the  northern  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament,  that  chufing 
rather  to  facrifice  their  own  future 
eafe  and  advantage,  than  to  en¬ 
danger  the  immediate  peace  of 
their  country,  they  would  accord¬ 
ingly  refrain  from  any  application 
to  the  legislature,  for  the  expected, 
and  fo  much  wi  fried  for-indulgence. 
And  hoping  to  afiivage  the  fury 
and  page  of  the  multitude,  the 
letter  written  upon  the  fubjeft  by 
thefe  gentlemen  to  the  minifter,  in¬ 
cluding  that  refolution,  and  aft  of 
forbearance  on  their  fide,  which 
totally  removed  every  new  object 


of  jealoufy  and  difeontent,  was 
publifhed  in  the  news-papers. 

No  conceifion  could,  however, 
allay  the  fury  of  that  outrageous 
zeal  which  was  now  let  loofe.  For 
fome  time,  the  Roman  Catholics 
had  been  fubjefted,  in  open  day¬ 
light,  and  in  the  public  ftreets,  to 
contumelious  treatment,  and  flock¬ 
ing  threats,  from  the  enraged  rab¬ 
ble.  Magistracy  probably  did  not 
imagine  to  what  lengths  they  might 
proceed.  As  the  defined  time  of 
vengeance  drew  near,  feveral  days 
previous  notice  was  publicly  given, 
by  an  infinite  number  of  incendiary 
letters  and  hand-bills,  which  were 
difperfed  through  every  part  of 
Edinburgh,  not  only  fpecifying 
time,  place,  and  objeft,  but  call¬ 
ing  upon,  or  fummoning,  the  aifif- 
tance  of  the  people  in  the  enter- 
prize. 

This  public  announcement  of  a 
dangerous  defigm,  did  not  produce 
a  greater  alarm,  or  any  meafure  of 
prevention  ;  and  was  followed  by 
feveral  light  attacks  with  ftones, 
and  other  miffile  weapons,  which 
feerned  only  calculated  to  feel  the 
courage,  and  to  excite  the  rage  of 
the  populace,  and  which  went  no 
farther  than  tile  breaking  of-  win¬ 
dows,  or  other  limilar  mifehiefs  ; 
which  were  all  paffed  over  in  the 
fame  manner. 

On  the  appointed  day,  ,  , 

the  firft  and  great  objeft  e^2  * 
of  attack,  was  a  new  1 7 79 *. 
houfe,  in  which  the  principal  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  clergyman,  or'bifhop, 
along  with  feveral  other  families  of 
that  perfuafion  dwelt ;  one  room  os- 
floor  of  which  had  been  defto-ned 

o 

and  prepared  for  a  place  of  wop- 
fhip,  or  private  chapel,  as  being- 
more  commodious  than  another  of 
the  fame  nature,  andfituated  like- 

wile 
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wife  In  a  private  dwelling  houfe, 
which  they  had  for  many  years  oc¬ 
cupied  in  another  part  of  the  town. 
Although  it  appears  that  this  room 
had  been  defined  for  the  ufe,  to 
which  it  was  not  then  applied,  a 
year  before  any  thing  was  agitated 
in  parliament  for  the  relief  of  the 
Roman  Catholics,  yet  the  zealots 
of  that  party,  in  order  to  inflame 
the  people,  reprefented  this  build¬ 
ing  as  the  immediate  confequence 
of  that  indulgence;  and  held  it 
out  as  a  new  and  iignal  in  fiance  of 
the  intolerable  pride  and  daring 
fpiritof  popery,  which,  on  the  firft 
gleam  of  hope  or  favour,  had  thus 
at  once  burrt  through  all  the. boun¬ 
daries  of  decency  and  diferetion, 
and  ventured  equally  to  inful t  the 
nation  and  the  ProteAant  religion, 
by  erecting  in  the  metropolis,  and 
in  the  face  of  both,  this  pompous 
place  of  worfhip,  and  oftentatious 
cLifplay  of  its  triumph,  in  which  it 
was  publicly  to  exhibit  all  its  fu- 
perflitions  and  pageantries.  ^ 
The  people  were  accordingly 
particularly  called  upon,  in  thofe 
incendiary  letters  which  we  have 
noticed,  to  meet  at  Leith  Wynd, 
in  order  “  to  pull  down  that  Pil¬ 
lar  of  Popery  lately  eredled  there.” 
It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  houfe, 
which  carried  no  appearance  with¬ 
out  fide,  of  its  containing  any 
place  of  worfhip  whatever,  was 
inhabited  bv  four  families,  befldes 
that  of  the  clergyman’s ;  and  that 
the  room  laid  out  for  a  chapel,  is 
reprefented  as  being  only  34.  feet 
ip  length.  This  houfe  was  vio¬ 
lently  affaulted,  and  fet  on  fire, 
and  the  flames  continued  until  the 
noon  i  f  the  following  day.  The 
inhabitants  with  difficulty  efcaped 
with  their  lives. 

.  During  the  .  demolition  of  this 
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main  <f  Pillar  of  Popery,”  a  de¬ 
tachment  from' the  main  body  were 
difpatched  to  the  Old  Chapel,  in 
a  place  called  11  Lit k  Friars  Wynd. 
The  houfe  which  had  the  ill  for¬ 
tune  of  containing  that  place  of 
worfhip,  was  inhabited  by  feveral 
families  of  trades-people,  whole 
property  and  effects,  as  well  as  the 
iniide  of  the  houfe  and  chapel, 
were  totally  deiiroyed.  Here  a 
considerable  library  belonging  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  bifhop,  was 
alio  deflro'yed  or  carried  ’  away. 
The  rioters  afterwards  directed, 
their  violence  again  11  the  Catholics 
in  other  parts  of  the  town ;  and 

totally  deftroyed  the  flock  in  trade 
• 

and  effects  of  two  or  three  trad’ef- 
men  of  that  profeffiori ;  few  houfes 
being  inhabited  by  them  ;  as  their 
number  was  very  inconflderable,, 
and  conflfting  chiefly  of  poor 
Highlanders,  the  lowed:  and  me  A 
indigent  of  the  people.  One  or 
two  ladies  of  fafhion  of  that  com¬ 
munion,  •  were  threatened  and  ik- 
fulted,  and  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  the  caflle. 

•  It  is  difaprceable  to  enter  into 
the  detail  of  th.efe  favage  difbr- 
ders,  which  continued  with  littlb 
or  no  effectual  refiftance  from  ma- 
giflracy  for  fome  "days.  Some  of 
their  attempts,  as  they  were  more 
wicked,  appeared  more  fuitable  to 
their  courage,  than  the  hunting 
out  of  their  obfeure  retreats,  a 
handful  of  miferable  people.  They 
now  extended  their  views  to  the- 
punifhment  or  deflrudlibn  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  of  whatever  rank,  or 
religion,  who  had  been  fuppofed 
to  favour,  or  in  any  degree  to  af¬ 
ford  their  countenance,  to  the  late 
defip-nof  obtaining  a  relaxation  of 
the  popery  laws.  The  failure -of 
fuccefs  which  attended  their  efforts, 

on 
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on  this  enlargement  of  defign  and 
objedl,  ferved,  however,  greatly 
to  damp  the  fpirit  of  future  enter- 
prize.  Their  fijrff  fury  was  di¬ 
rected  to  the  houfe  of  Profeffor 
Robertfon,  the  celebrated  histo¬ 
rian,  and  to  that  of  Mr.  Crofbie, 
an  eminent  advocate  ;  who  hand¬ 
ing  high,  if  not  at  the  head  of 
his  profeffion,  was  hill  more  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  the  excellency  of 
his  character  and  difpofition.  The 
enlightened  views  and  liberal  fen- 
timents  of  the  firffc  of  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen,  which  rendered  him  an 
enemy  to  all  perfecution,  ren¬ 
dered  him  an  objedt  of  it  to  the 
deluded  populace ;  and  the  fe- 
cond,  had  fubmitted  to  the  crime, 
of  being  profeffionally  employed 
as  counfel  by  that  people ;  and 
of  having  accordingly  drawn  up 
the  bill,  which  their  reprefen ta- 
tives  had  intended  to  prefent  to 
parliament.  The  mob  found  the 
houfes  of  thefe  gentlemen  fo  well 
armed,  and  guarded  with  fo  de¬ 
termined  a  reflation  by  their 
numerous  friends,  that  they  re¬ 
frained  from  proceeding  to  extre¬ 
mities  ;  and  retired,  without  any 
farther  outrage  than  the  breaking 
of  foine  windows. 

Thefe  attempts  feemed  to 
alarm  the  magiftracy ;  as  it  did 
not  feem  now  eafy  to  determine, 
to  what  farther  lengths  the  malice 
of  zeal  might  be  carried,  nor  to 
what  extent  the  objects  of  its  re¬ 
venge  might  be  multiplied.  They 
accordingly  ordered  feme  troops 
of  dragoons  into  the  town,  who, 
with  detachments  from  the  Duke 
of  Buccleugh’s  regiment  of  fenei- 
bles,  formed  chains  acrofs  the 
dreets  and  palfes.  But  the  fame 
weaknefs  or  inertnefs  on  the  fide 
©f  the  civil  government  dill  con¬ 


tinued  ;  and  the  foldiers,  Hand¬ 
ing  with  arms  in  their  hands,  on. 
this  odious  and  painful  duty, 
were  mod  lhamefully  pelted  with, 
itones,  and  grievoully  wounded 
by  the  mob. 

At  length,  on  the  lad  day  of 
the  week,  a  proclamation  of  a 
fmgular  nature  was  publifhed  by 
the  magistracy.  In  that  piece, 
the  Lor  i  Provolt  allures  the  peo¬ 
ple,  that  no  repeal  of  the  penal 
Statutes  againlt  papilts  Should  take 
place.  The  pad  riots  are  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  appreheniions,  fears, 
and  did  relied  minds  of  nv  ell-mean  - 
ing  people.  But  they  are  in¬ 
formed,  that  “  after  this  public 
allurance,  the  magidrates  will 
take  the  molt  vigorous  meafures 
for  repreffing  any  tumultuous  or 
riotous  meetings  c-f  the  populace, 
which  may  hereafter  arife  ;  being 
fatisded  that  any  future  diforders 
will  proceed  only  from  the  wick¬ 
ed  views  of  bad  and  dedgning 
men.”  A  claufe  which  feems  to 
imply  the  drange  conceffion,  that 
the  magidrates  had  not  hitherto 
done  their  duty  in  fuppreffing  the 
riots ;  and  the  no  lets  extraordi¬ 
nary  proportion,  that  the  pad 
diforders  proceeded  from  good 
and  well-difpofed  people. 

The  example  of  Edinburgh 
was  in  feme  degree  copied  in 
Glafgow  ;  but  the  conduct  of  the 
magidrates  in  that  great  trading 
city  was  widely  different.  The 
objects  of  perfecution  being  few 
in  the  latter,  and  being  almoff 
wholly,  as  for  the  greater  part 
they  were  in  the  former,  compof- 
ed  of  poor  and  laborious  peeple, 
who  were  even  deditute  of  a  cler¬ 
gyman  of  their  own  profeffion, 
the  fury  cf  the  populace  was  firft 
and  principally  directed  to  a  Mr. 

Bagnal, 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [31 


Bagnal,  an  Englilh  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  ;  who  being  a  native  of 
Stafford  {hire,  had  introduced  the 
art  peculiar  to  his  own  country 
into  Glafgow,  where  he  had  eita- 
bliihed,  and  for  feveral  years  con¬ 
ducted  a  conliderable  maraifado- 
ry  of  ffone  ware.  The  mob 
burned  Jiis  houfes  ;  totally  de- 
flr-oyed  his  manufactory  and  flock 
in  trade ;  and  obliged  himfelf 
and  his  family  to  fly  for  their 
lives  into  the  fields.  Bat  the 
laudable  meafures  purified  by  the 
magiflrates  and  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants  for  refloring  the  public  peace 
and  tranquility,  were  fo  eflica- 
cious,  that  the  mifehief  went  no 
farther ;  and  order  and  fecurity 
were  foon  reflored.  Being  alfo, 
at  the  fame  time,  equally  afham- 
ed  and  concerned,  that  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  government  of  fo  ex- 
tenflvely  commercial  a  city,  fhould 
fuffer  under  the  imputation  and 
difgrace  of  i'ach  an  aCl  of  outrage 
and  persecution,  they  feemed 
willing,  fo  far  as  it  could  be 
done,  to  obliterate  every  trace  of 
it  from  the  memory.  Ba<rnul  was 

*  o 

accordingly  fpeedily  acquainted, 
that  he  Should  be  reimburfed  for 
every  part  of  his  Ioffes  to  the  ut- 
termofl  farthing;  and  feveral  «pf 
the  principal  inhabitants,  includ¬ 
ing  rcfpcCfable  names  among  the 
clergy,  acquired  no  final!  honour, 
by  the  attention  and  tendernefs 
which  the  wife  and  family  of  the 
fufferer  experienced  from  them, 
during  the  immediate  preffure  of 
their  terror  and  diflrefs. 

Thefe  matters  were  of  courfe 
agitated  more  than  once  in  parli¬ 
ament  during  that  feffion  ;  and  a 
patriotic  member  of  the  houfc  of 
commons  was  upon  the  point  of 
bringing  in  a  bill  for  affording 


compenfation  and  relief  to  the 
fufferers,  until  the  minifler  gave 
an  aflurance,  that  the  matter 
would  be  privately  fettled  to  their 
fatisfadtion.  Upon  thefe  occa- 
fions,  the  conduct  of  the  magif- 
tracy  of  Edinburgh  underwent  no 
fmall  degree  of  animadverdon  ; 
and  the  affumption  of  the  chief 
magiflratc,  in  venturing  to  anfwer 
in  his  proclamation,  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  conduct  and  meafures  to  be 
purfued  or  adopted  by  the  Bri- 
tilh  legiflature,  was  particularly 
and  feverely  reprehended.  Nei  • 
ther  did  the  miniflers,  nor  parli¬ 
ament  itfelf,  efcape  a  lhare  of 
that  cenfure,  which  was  upon 
this  occaflon  freely  adminiflered 
by  one  or  two  members  of  the  op- 
pofltion ;  who  obferved,  that  it 
was  too  near  and  too  cruel  an  in- 
luit,  fo  fcon  after  the  immenfe 
facriflces  which  we  had  made,  to 
the  falfe  pretence  of  fupporting 
the  fupremacy  and  dignity  of  the 
Britiih  legiflature  in  every  part  of 
the  empire,  to  fuffer  a  frantic 
and  contemptible  rabble  at  home, 
not  only  to  fly  in  the  face  of  its 
prefent  authority,  but  to  preferibe 
limits,  beyond  which  it  vras  riot 
to  pafs,  to  its  future  operation. 
Thus,  they  faid.  Cowing,  under 
the.  function  of  a  recorded  prece¬ 
dent,  the  l’eeds  of  dilbrder,  out¬ 
rage,  contempt  of  authority,  and 
absolute  rebellion,  in  every  re¬ 
maining  part  of  the  Britiih  domi- 
'  nions. 

However  unequal  to  the  caufe 
the  effeCt  may  feem,  it  was  through 
this  religious  cumbuflion,  and  the 
circumftances  attending  it,  that 
adminiflratiort  lofl  that  Arm  hold 
of  the  temper  and  difpofition  of 
the  people  of  Scotland,  which 
nothing  elfe*  perhaps,  could  have 

loefened 
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loofened.  For  the  cry  and  alarm 
of  popery  being  once  railed;  and 
freely  propagated  by  the  prefs  in 
every  part  of  the  country,  the 
violent  fpirit  thus,  conjured  up, 

■  Was  not  fatisfied  to  confine  its 
Wrath  to  the  immediate  objects  of 
apprehenfion  and  averlion  ;  but 
tracing  the  fuppofed  grievance 
and  danger  to  its  primary  fource. 
Would  fix  the  more  refined  Dart 

<  •  -J- 

of  its  refentments  much  higher. 
Thus,  by  degrees,  not  only  the 
Inmiders  were  held  out  as  objeds 
of  public  execration  ;  but  every 
.‘department  of  the  date,  includ¬ 
ing  the  hi'gh'eft  and  mod  facred 
fources  of  the  legidative  and  ex¬ 
ecutive  government,  were  little, 
if  any  thing,  lefs  than  diredly 
charged  and  reprefen  ted,  with 
forming  a  eonfpiracy  for  the  de- 
drudion  of  the  protedant  reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  edablidiment  of 
popery  on  its  ruins.  Under  this 
perfvvadon  or  pretence,  the  zea¬ 
lots  in  Scotland,  not  content 
with  combating  and  defeating  the 
phantom  of  danger  which  had 
appeared  in  their  own  country, 
would  purfue  it  to  its  lad  refuge 
ill  England ;  and  eagerly  under¬ 
took  to  preferve  or  free  their  bre¬ 
thren  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the 
united  kingdom  from  thofe  reli¬ 
gious  dangers,  to  which  they  had 
themfelves  been  hitherto  totally 
infeniible. 

*  One,  among  the  red,  of  thefe 
publications,  being  a  kind  of 
prbted,  ifliied  by  the  heritors  of 
the  town  and  parifh  of  Carluke, 
in  the  county  of  Lanerk,  feems 
a  more  dired  and  pointed  libel 
upon  adminidration  in  particular, 
and  government  in  general,  than 
the  licence  of  the  prefent  times 


in  the  fouth  feems  to  have  pfbi 
duced. 

With  refped  to  the  charge  of 
fupporting  popery,  they  hold  -the 
following  language,  having  fird 
laid  it  down  as  a  podulatum,  that 
whenever  that  religion  is  edabliih- 
ed,  liberty  is  banifhed  ;  viz. 

W e  are  certainly  authorized  to 
‘ c  fry,  that,  from  the  palling  the 
*e  Quebec  bill  to  the  prefent 
hour,  the  encouraging  and 
tolerating  that  bloody  reli- 
gion,  feems  to  be  the  only 
**  confident,  and  (we  obferve  it 
“  with  pain)  the  only  fuccefsful 
“  meafure,  which  the  prefent 
minidry  have  adopted.  And 
perhaps  this  fmgle  principle 
“  may  account  for  all  that  feem- 
,Cf  ing  weaknefs  and  fiuduation 
of  councils  which  have  fo  re- 
markably  charaderized  their ' 
adminidration.”  — -  They  con¬ 
clude  the  charges  again  it  mi- 
niders  by  this  declaration  or  opi¬ 
nion,  that, — If  Great  Britain 
for  manifold  fins  is  devoted 
to  perdition,”— Cir  whether  her 
miniders  have  aded  from  weak- 
“  nefs  or  defign,”  — tf‘  her  a- 
venging  angel  could  not  have 
“  hit  on  more  proper  indru- 
“  ments  to  haden  her  ruin.” 

Nor  is  parliament  treated  with 
much  more  ceremony.  They 
difclaim  all  hope  of  redrefs  from 
that  body  *  which,  they  fay, — 

<c  Not  fatisfied  with  repealing 
their  own  foolidr  ads,  have 
dared  to  repeal  the  wife-enad- 
f<r  ed  penal  datutes  againd  pa- 
pids,  the  palladium  of  our  e- 
(e  dablilhed  religion  and  civil  li- 
“  berties,”  &c. 

Thefe  fpecimens  will  afford 
fome  idea  of  the  fpirit  and  tem¬ 
per 
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per  of  the  time  in  that  country. 
The  original  of  this  curious  pub¬ 
lication*  was  ordered  to  be  depo- 
filed  in  the  archives  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  of  correfpondence  in  Glaf- 
gow,  and  copies  of  it  to  be  pub- 
lilhed  in  the  Edinburgh  and 
Glafgow  newfpapers'.  It  was  pro¬ 
bably  about  this  time  they  opened 
a  correfpondence  with  fome  fana¬ 
tics  in  London,  then  obfeure  and 
little  noticed,  calling  themfelves 
the  Protedant  Affociation,  whole 
objefl  feems  to  have  been  the 
fame  with  theirs,  but  yet  purfued 
with  lefs  violence. 

Such  was  the  date  of  public 
affairs  in  Ireland  and  Scotland. 
In  England,  beildes  all  other  or 
former  real  or-  fuppofed  caufes  of 
diffatis faction,  the  long  continu¬ 
ance,  contrary  to  the  expectations 
held  out,  of  the  American  war, 
and  its  hopeleffnefs  of  ultimate 
fuccefs  in  the  minds  of  many, 
began  now  to  affeft  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  fo  generally  and 
powerfully,  as  to  open  a  foiirce 
of  aifeontent,  which,  by  degrees, 
Teemed  to  grow  wider,  than  an  y 
Other  of  which  they  had  hitherto 
complained.  Many  of  thofe  who 
had  been  among  the  foremoft  in 
fupporting,  and  the  warmed  in 
approving,  the  meafures  which 
led  to  that  iffue,  and  the  princi¬ 
ple  on  which  they  were  founded. 
Were  now  among  the  louded  in 
lamenting  the  confequences  of 
the  war,  and  the  mod  eager  for 
its  being  brought  to  a  fpeedy  cori- 
clulion.  No  change,  they  faid, 
had  taken  place  in  their  original 
principle  or  opinion  ;  but  they 
were  compelled  to  conform  their 
fentiments,  and  to  fubmit,  to  the 
prefen t  neceffity  of  the  times.  The 
weaknefs  of  the  counfels  and  mea- 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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fares,  under  which  the  American 
difputes  and  conted  had  been  dif¬ 
fered  to  linger  for  fo  many  years, 
had,  they  laid,  totally  changed 
the  date  and  nature  of  things. 
If  we  have  lod,  faid  they,  the 
advantages  which  die  afforded,  by 
our  folly,  let  our  wifdom  now 
immediately  cut  away  thofe  fatal 
incumbrances  which  are  left  be¬ 
hind  ;  thofe  incumbrances  which 
clog  and  impede  all  our  motions, 
and  render  all  our  exertions  a- 
gaind  the  common  enemy  inef¬ 
fective.  Let  the  evils  follow  the 
benefits.  It  mud  be  the  extreme 
of  madnefs  to 'retain  one  without 
the  other. 

Such  was  now  the  language 
held  by  no  fmall  number  of  thofe* 
who  had  Formerly  fupported  or 
approved  of  the  American  mea¬ 
fures,  and  by  the  whole  of  thofe 
who  had  condantly  oppofed  or 
condemned  them.  They  alfo 
uniformly  coincided  in  another 
general  opinion  ;  which  was,  by 
no  means  to  fhrink  from  the  war 
with  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 
Holding  a  firm  confidence,  that 
if  America  was  in  any  maimer 
detached  from  the  quarrel,  or  even 
rendered  fo  far  ineffective  as  not 
to  be  conddered  as  a  principal 
object,  and  our  whole  force,  un¬ 
der  the  guidance  of  wife  counfels, 
and  the  ability  of  thofe  great  com¬ 
manders,  which  all  the  world 
knew  we  poffeffed,  was  directed 
againd  our  natural  enemies  ia 
their  mod  vulnerable  parts,  they 
would  not  only  be  foon  fickened 
of  the  part  which  they  had  taken 
in  our  domedic  conted  ;  but  that 
we  might  alfo  make  fuch  repri¬ 
sals’  cn  them,  as  would  afford  no 
inconfiderable  compenfation  for 
the  Ioffes  we  had  fuffered. 

ra . .  Tk« 
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The  danger  held  out  of  an  inva¬ 
sion,  and  the  proclamation  ordering 
provifions  to  be  made  againft  it, 
were  feverely  criticized  by  oppofi- 
tion  ;  as  tending  more  to  alarm  the 
people  than  to  fecure  the  country  ; 
as  weak  and  indefinite  in  its  di¬ 
rections,  and  only  calculated  to 
draw  out  a  few  miferable  fiub- 
fcriptions,  which  might  lay  a 
claim  of  merit  for  individuals, 
but  could  never  be  a  fubftantial 
aid  to  government,  ft  was  only 
indeed  a  little  trick,  to  confound 
an  attachment  to  minifters  with  a 
regard  to  the  fafety  of  the  country. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  con¬ 
tended,  that  to  caution  without 
alarming  was  a  thing  impoffible. 
That  future  directions,  when  oc¬ 
casions  arofe,  would  render  the 
proclamation  more  explicit.  That 
the  whole  intent  was  to  make  the 
people  alert,  and  to  call  forth  the 
general  exertion.  And  as  for 
fubfcription,  if  it  fhould  Shew  a 
confidence  in  adminiftration,  it 
was  a  confidence  deferved,  and 
would  be  repaid  in  the  honour 
and  fafety  of  the  nation. 

The  meafure  was  not  without 
effeCt.  Large  fums  were  railed 
in  feveral  counties,  and.  applied 
to  the  levying  of  independent 
corps  or  companies.  About 
20,000 1,  was  fubfcribed  in  the 
city  of  Weftminfter,  although 
fome  confiderable  pari  flies  refuted 
to  concur  in  the  meafure.  Some 
of  the  inhabitants  alfo  of  that  city 
afibciated,  and  were  formed  into 
dilHnft  bodies,  armed  and  officer¬ 
ed,  with  a  view  of  being  fo  far 
trained  in  military  difeipline  and 
exercife,  as  would  enable  them  to 
ad  with  effed,  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  neceffity  of  common  de¬ 
fence.  In  fome  counties,  how¬ 


ever,  the  meafure  was  rejected  j 
and  in  others  it  was  not  propofed,. 
In  one,  where  a  confiderable  fub¬ 
fcription  was  made,  the  money 
was  transmitted-  to  the  difpofal  of 
the  Marine  Society ;  as  a  more 
ufeful  and  conititutional  applica¬ 
tion  than  to  the  railing  of  land 
forces. 

In  London,  the  propofal  brought 
out  another  for  a  ftrong  petition 
to  the  throne,  as  a  previous  mea¬ 
fure,  requiring  the  difmiffion  of 
incapable  minifters  and  evil  coun- 
felfors,  and  the  employment  of 
men  in  whom  the  nation  could 
place  a  confidence,  and  who 
might  be  capable  of  retrieving  its 
affairs.  The  final  confequence 
was,  that  the  firit  propofal,  after 
much  difeufion,  was  rejected, 
and  the  petition  then  laid  by.  In 
the  trading  cities  and.  towns,  the 
money  was  applied  to  the  man¬ 
ning  of  the  navy  ;  by  which 
means,  the  various  bounties 
feamen,  accumulated  in  fome 
places,  particularly  Liverpool,  to 
a  height  before  unheard  of.  The 
Eaft  India  company  behaved  with 
a  magnificence,  fuited  to  its 
greatnefs,  and  to  the  apparent 
profperity  of  its  affairs.  B elides 
a  confiderable  bounty  for  the  raid¬ 
ing  of  6000  men  for  the  naval' 
fervice,  it  made  a  liberal  offer  to 
the  crown,  which  was  accepted, 
of  building  and  futnifhing  three 
feventy-four  gun  Blips,  as  an  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  royal  navy. 

The  meafures  of  home  defence 
met  with  fimilar  animadverfion. 
The  vaft  military  force  which 
was  kept  for  our  internal  de-^ 
fence,  a  purpofe  to  which,  they 
faid,  the  minifter  had  avowed¬ 
ly  in  parliament  facrificed  all 
other  confideratk)i&s,  and  parti- 
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cularly  hazarded  the  prefervation 
of  our  Weft  India  iftands,  was 
laid  to  be  fo  injudicioilfly  difpofl* 
ed,  as  to  be  rendered  incompetent 
to  its  only  defign.  Towns  of  the 
greateft  commercial  confequence, 
and  garrifons  which  defended  the 
moft  valuable  inlets  and  harbours, 
were  left  in  a  ftate  of  nakednefs* 
The  defencelefs  ftate  in  which 
even  the  great  fecurities  to  our 
ftrength,  Portfmouth  and  Ply¬ 
mouth,  were  afterwards  reported 
to  be,  and  the  consequent  danger 
to  which  they  were  fuppofed  to  be 
expofed,  upon  the  approach  of 
the  enemy,  ferved  much  to  cor¬ 
roborate  thefe  affertions  and  opi¬ 
nions  ;  and  even  afforded  a  degree' 
of  ftrength  to  others  of  a  fimilar 
nature. 

All  thefe  arid  many  more  to- 
picks  were  agitated,  and  they 
were  agitated  with  the  greater 
effeCt,  from  the  junction  of  the 
French  and  Spanifn  fleets  in  the 
Channel.  The  fending  the  fleets 
out  to  America  and  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies,  under  the  decided  fuperio- 
rity  of  the  enemy  in  oitr  own  fleas* 
was  much  condemned.— •Events, 
which  ufually  decide  the  publick 
on  political  meafiires,  and  the  in¬ 
efficiency  of  thofe  mighty  fleets, 
have  at  length  arifwered  all  thefe 
criticifms. 

The  proclamation  which  had 
been  ilfued  by  the  commiffioners 
upon  their  departure  from  Ame¬ 
rica,  together  with  fome  minifte- 
rial  declarations  in  parliament, 
had  occafioned  a  very  general  per- 
fwafion,  that  as  no  farther  lenity 
or  forbearance  was  to  be  pra&ifed 
with  refpeft  to  the  refractory  co¬ 
lonies,  (a  miftaken  tendernefs, 
to  which  many  were  apt  to  attri¬ 
bute  the  fpinning  out  of  the  con- 


teft  for  fo  many  .years)  fo  the  war 
woilld  have  been  carried  on  in  the 
enfuing  campaign,  with  a  degree 
of  vigour  and  activity  hitherto 
unknown.  At  the  Same  time, 
the  declaration  made  by  the  Ame¬ 
rican  minifter  in  parliament,  that 
a  vaft  majority  of  the  people  on 
that  continent  were  zealoufly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  interefts  and  go¬ 
vernment  of  Great  Britain,  and 
that  even  the  remainder  -were  ei-, 
ther  tired  out  and  heartily  flek  of 
the  war*  or  torn  to  pieces  by  fac¬ 
tions  and  diffentions  among  them- 
felves,  fpread  an  opinion  no  lefs 
general,  that  the  defence  on  the 
one  fide  would  be  proportionally 
as  weak  and  ineffective,  as  the 
coercion  on  the  other  would  be 
powerful  and  concluflve. 

In  proportion  to  the  fanguine 
expeCtatioits  thus  raifed,  was  the 
disappointment  and  concern  which 
prevailed  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
year,  as  the  failure  of  fuccefs  of 
inactivity  in  the  American  cam¬ 
paign,  and  the  lofs  and  danger 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  came  by  de¬ 
grees  to  be  known.  The  people 
were  wearied  out  by  the.  tediouf - 
nefs  arid  length  of  that  war,  and 
difgufled  by  the  continued  repe¬ 
tition  of  hopes  and  difappoint- 
ments  which  they  had  fo  long  ex¬ 
perienced.  , 

In  this  ftate  of  danger  from, 
without,  and  of  dilcofltent  with¬ 
in,  the  minifters  feemed  as  little 
united  among  themfelves,  as  any 
clafs  or  part  of  the  people  who 
were  committed  to  their  govern¬ 
ment.  At  the  fame  time;  the  fe- 
veral  parties  which  formed  the  op- 
pofition  feemed  to  be  drawing 
clofer  together,  and  to  act  with 
more  apparent  union  and  concert 
than  hitherto  they  had  done.  At 
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no  time  do  we  remember  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  tie  people  in  government 
fo  low,  as  it  appears  to  have  been 
at  that  period. 

,  The  parliament  of 

c  *  i~  ’  Ireland  met  before  the 

1  79*  middle  of  O&obsr,  and 
foon  fhewed  that  they  had  receiv¬ 
ed  a  portion  of  the  general  fpirit 
of  the  nation.  They  declared  in 
their  addreffes  to  the  throne,  that 
nothin?  lefs  than  a  free  and  unli- 

O 

mited  trade  could  fave  that  coun¬ 
try  from  ruin.  The  addreffes 
Were  carried  up  with  great  pa¬ 
rade  amidft  the  acclamations  of 
the  people?  The  Duke  of  L  cin¬ 
der,  who  commanded  the  Dublin 
volunteers,  efcorted  the  fpeaker 
in  perfon  upon  that  occafion ; 
whilb  the  directs  were  lined  on 
both  fides,  from  the  parliament 
houfe  to  the  cable,  by  that  corps, 
drawn  up  in  their  arms  and  uni¬ 
forms.  That  nobleman  had  alfo 
moved  for  the  thanks  of  the  Lords 
to  the  volunteer  corps’  through¬ 
out  the  kingdom,  which  was  car¬ 
ried  with  only  one  diffenting 
voice. 

The  affociatioris  and  people  at 
large,  full  of  anger  and  jealoufy, 
manifehed  ftrong  apprehenfions  of 
political  duplicity  on  this  fide  of 
the  water;  and  perhaps,  did  not 
place  a  perfed  confidence  in  the 
beadinefs  or  perfeverance  of  their 
own -parliament.  They  were  a- 
fraid,  that  they  would  be  amufed 
by  fair  and  empty  promifes,  un¬ 
til  they  had  rebgned  their  power 
along  with  the  national  purfe,  by 
granting  the  fupplies  for  the  two 
following  years,  according  to  the 
cuftomary  mode  in  that  country; 
when  being  no  longer  necelfary  to 
government,  a  fudden  proroga¬ 
tion  would  put  an  end  to  all 


hope  of,  at  lead,  amicable  redrefs> 
for  the  prefent.  Under  this  ap 
prehendon,  a  fhort  money  bill,  for 
fix  months  only,  by  which  means 
parliament  would  dill  continue 
indifpenfably  necelfary  to  govern¬ 
ment,  became  the  general  cry  of 
the  nation. 

x4s  this  innovation  upon  eha- 
blilhed  form  and  method,  was 
drongly  oppofed,  particularly  by 
the  court  party,  the 'Dublin  mob 
thought  it  necelfary  to  die w  their 
zeal  in  the  public  caufe ;  they 
were  accordingly  guilty  of  great 
and  violent  outrages,  as  well  in 
their  endeavours  to  enforce  the. 
meafure,  as  in  their  punifliment 
of  the  refractory.  Although  the 
Irith  parliament  ufed  proper  me  a- 
fares  to  eXprefs  their  refentmentr 
and  to  maintain  their  dignity  upon 
this  occafion  ;  yet  many  of  them- 
felves  being  inclined  to  a  vigo¬ 
rous  proceeding,  and-  the  red 
borne  down  by  a  cry  aliped  uni- 
verfal  in  the  nation.,  the  repre- 
fentatives  found  it  at  length  ne- 
ceffary  to  comply,  and  the  fhort 
money  bill  was  accordingly  palfed 
oil  that  fide.  A  ncceffity  equally 
convincing,  fecured.  the  paiTage 
of  that  humiliating  and  mortify¬ 
ing  ad  in  England. 

It  feemed  remarkable,  especially 
in  a  feafon  of  fo  much  difficulty 
and  trouble,  that  the-  office  of  fe- 
cretary  of  date  for  the  northern 
department,  fhould  have  conti¬ 
nued  vacant  for  fo  great  a  length 
of  time,  as  that  which  clap  fed 
from  the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Suf¬ 
folk  in  the  beginning  of  the  pre¬ 
preceding  month  of  March.  Nor 
did  the  didentions  among  them- 
felves  produce  any  new  arrange¬ 
ment  in  adminibration,  until  the 
approach  of  the  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament- 
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Lament,  when  their  effeft  became 
c-onfpicuous,  and  continued  to 
operate  for  fome  time  longer,  j  uli 
at  that  period,  the  Earl  of  Gower, 
Lord  Prelident  of  the  council,  re- 

Nov  z<th  figned  that  high  office, 
T  and  was  iuccceded  by 
the  Earl  of  Bathurd.  Lord  Wey¬ 
mouth  likewife  refigncd  his  office 
of  fecretary  of  hate  for  the  fou- 
tliern  department,  and  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  Earl  of  HillfDO- 
rough.  Lord  Stormont,  late  am- 
balfador  at  Paris,  was  appointed 
to  the  northern  department;  the 
bufmefs  of  which  had  been  con¬ 
ducted  by  Lord  Weymouth,  fmce 
the  death  of  the  Earl  of  Suffolk. 
And  the  old  place  of  fird  lord  of 
trade  and  plantations,  which  had 
been  abforbed  and  included  in  the 
new  office  of  fecretary  of  date  for 
the  colonies,  was  now  feparated. 


and  bellowed  upon  the  Earl  of 
Carlille. 

It  was  the  received  opinion  at 
that  time,  that  this  defection  of 
thofe  who  formerly  compofed  what 
has  been  called  the  Bedford  party 
(which  had  a  confiderable  time 
before  been  preceded  by  the  fall¬ 
ing  off  of  the  Earl  of  Upper  Olio* 
ry,  and  others,  to  the  oppofition) 
would  now  have  become  general. 
But  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Mr. 
Rigby  continued  in  their  places ; 
and  it  would  feem,  from  fubie- 
quent  appearances,  as  if  meafures 
had  been  fmce  taken  to  qualify 
in  feme  degree  that  difgud,  which 
then  operated  on  fome  others. 

Such  was  in  general  the  date  of 
public  affairs,  previous  to,  and 
about  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
parliament, 


C  H  A  P.  Ill, 

Speech  fro?7i  the  throne.  Addrejfes.  Amendment  momed  in  the  Houfe.  of  Com~ 
?nons  by  Lord  John  Gamendijh .  Great  Debates.  Strictures  upon  public 

meafures  in  general,  and  upon  the  conduCi  of  the  preceding  campaign.  Able 
defence  made  by  the  minifler.  Amendment  rejected  upon  a  dimijwn . 


A-incndmcnt  in  the  Hcufe  of  Lords  Jh 
ham.  After  long  debates ,  rejected 

UNDER  the  circumdances 
which  we  have  deferibed,  it 
feemed  no  eafy  matter  to  deter-* 
mine  what  ground  to  choofe,  in 
framing  a  fpeech  for  the  opening 
of  parliament.  This  feafon  of  the 
year  had  generally  been  peculiar¬ 
ly  favourable  fmce  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  troubles,  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  fome  intelligence,  which 
might  ferve  to  bring  miniders  and 
parliament  together  with  a  face  of 
good  humour;  and  which  might 
warrant  in  fome  meafure  the  hoid- 


omed  for  by  the  Marquis  of  Reciting - 
upon  a  dim  if  on. 

ing  out  of  fuch  a  degree  of  expec-, 
tation  with  refpeCt  to  the  war, 
and  fuch  a  profpeft  of  the  attain¬ 
ment  of  its  lird  and  principal  ob- 
jeft  at  no  very  great  didance,  as 
afforded  encouragement  to  perfe- 
verance,  and  inducement  to  pre¬ 
fen  t  liberality  of  fupport. 

But  the  prefent  feafon  was  not 
fortunate  in  this  refpeft  ;  and  the 
profpeft  of  adairs  at  the  opening 
of  the  feffion,  feemed  fcarcely  to 
afford  more  room  for  hope,  than 
the  retrofpeCl  did  for  exultation. 
[C]  3  '  la 
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In  thefe  circumftances,  the  judi¬ 
cious  arrangement  of  the  matter 
could  only  fupply  its  defects  in 
the  confiruffion  of  the  fpeech,  It 
was  neceffary  to  keep  back  thofe 
parts  which  were  difgufting,  arid 
only  to  bring  thofe  forward  which 
might  be  difpofed  of  to  fome  ad¬ 
vantage.  Lofs  or  misfortune  were 
therefore  properly  palled  over ; 
and  an  efcape  from  imminent 
danger,  afforded  fuflicient  matter 
of  fatisfaffion,  if  riot  of  triumph. 

In  a  failure  of  affive  exertion,  it 
became  the  more  neceffary  to  hold 
out  to  the  people,  a  full  confi¬ 
dence  in  that  defenfive  krength 
arifing  from  their  common  union  ; 
and  where  a  recital  of  particular 
events  could  not  admit  of  much 
happy  application,  it  was  to  be 
judicioully  evaded,  by  taking  a 
wider  field  upon  general  ground, 

Nov.  zcth  The  fPeech  .from 

^  1  the  throne  accordingly 

1779.  j  u 

'  '  y  opened  with  an  ob- 

fervation,  that  being  attacked  by 
an  unjuft  and  unprovoked  war, 
and  contending  with  one  of  the 
moil;  dangerous  confederacies  that 
ever  was  formed  again  it  the  crown 
and  people  of  Great  Britain,  they 
were  called  upon  by  every  princi¬ 
ple  of  duty,  and  every  confidera- 
tion  of  intereft,  to  exert  their 
united  efforts  in  the  fupport  and 
defence  of  their  country.-— That, 
although  the  defigns  and  attempts 
Of  our  enemies  to  invade  this 
kingdom  had  been  hitherto  fruf- 
trated,  they  kill  menaced  us  with 
great  armaments  and  prepara¬ 
tions  ;  but  it  was  trufted,  that 
we  were  well  prepared  to  meet 
every  attack,  and  to  repel  every 
Infuit. — His  majefty  knew  the 
iharaffer  of  his  brave  people ;  the 
l^en^ces  of  their  enemies,  and  the 

L...;  ..  !  . 


approach  of  danger,  had  no  other 
effect  on  their  minds,  than  to  ani¬ 
mate  their  courage,  and  to  call 
forth  that  national  fpirit,  which 
had  fo  often  defeated  the  projects 
of  ambition  and  injuftice;  and 
which  had  enabled  the  Britifh 
fleets  and  armies,  to  uphold  and 
preferve  the  liberties  of  Europe* 
from  the  re  it  Ids  and  encroaching 
power  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  hate  of  Ireland,  they  were 
informed,  had  not  been  unattend¬ 
ed  to.  In  confequence  of  their 
former  addreffes,  the  neceffary  pa¬ 
pers  would  be  laid  before  them  ; 
and  it  was  recommended,  that  they 
fhould  confider  what  further  be¬ 
nefits  and  advantages  might  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  that  kingdom,  by  fuch 
regulations  and  methods,  as  might, 
moll  effectually,  promote  the  com¬ 
mon  firength,  wealth,  and  inter- 
effs  of  all  the  dominions. 

A  total  filenee  was  obferved  with 
refpeff  to  America  and  the  Well; 
Indies;  nothing  that  related  to 
either  was  even  alluded  to.  The 
circumftances  of  the  war,  and  the 
events  of  the  campaign,  in  what¬ 
ever  part,  were  equally  puffed 
over.-— The  inevitable  great  and 
heavy  expences  of  the  enfuing  year 
were  regretted  ;  but  the  ufuai  re¬ 
liance  placed  on  their  wifdom  and 
public  fpirit  for  the  neceffary  fup- 
plies .- — - The  difcipline,  good  con- 
duff,  and  fleady  perfeverance  of 
the  militia,  was  acknowledged 
with  entire  approbation. — Thanks 
were  returned  to  all  ranks  of  loyal 
fubjeffs  who  had  flood  forth  in 
this  arduous  conjunffure,  and  by 
their  yeal,  their  influence,  and 
their  perfonal  fervice,  had  given 
confidence  as  well  as  lfrength  to 
the  national  defence. — And  the 
fpeech  concluded  by  declaring  a 

firm 
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firm  refolution  to  profecute  the 
war  with  vigour,  and  to  make 
every  exertion,  in  order  to  com¬ 
pel  cur  enemies  to  liftcn  to  equi¬ 
table  terms  of  peace  and  accom¬ 
modation. 

An  addrefs,  in  the  ufual  ftile 
arid  form,  was  moved  for  and  fe- 
conded  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
by  the  Lords  Lewifham  and  Park¬ 
er. — An  amendment  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  purport  was  moved  for  by 
Lord  John  Cavendifh,  viz.  tobe- 
feech  his  majeily  to  reflect  upon 
the  extent  of  territory,  the  power, 
the  opulence,  the  reputation  a- 
broad,  and  the  concord  at  home, 
which  distinguished  the  opening 
of  his  majefty’s  reign,  and  mark¬ 
ed  it  as  the  molt  fplendid  and 
happy  period  in  the  hiltory  of  this 
nation;  and  on  the  endangered, 
impoverished,  enfeebled,  distrac¬ 
ted,  and  even  difmembered  ltate 
of  the  whole,  after  all  the  grants 
of  fucceffive  parliaments,  liberal 
to  profufion,  and  truffing  to  the 
very  utmoft  extent  of  rational  con¬ 
fidence  ;  that  his  majefty  will  na¬ 
turally  expedt  to  receive  the  ho¬ 
ned  opinion  of  a  faithful  and  affec¬ 
tionate  parliament,  who  would 
betray  his  majedy,  and  thofe 
whom  they  reprefent,  if  they  did 
not  diftindHy  date  to  his  majedy, 
that  if  any  thing  can  prevent  tlfc 
confummation  of  public  ruin,  it 
can  only  be  new  counfels  and  new 
counfedlors,  without  farther  lofs 
of  time,  and  a  real  change,  from 
a  fincere  conviction  of  pad  errors, 
and  not  a  mere  palliation,  which 
mud  prove  fruitlefs. 

As  the  amendment  propofed  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  was  fubftan- 
tially  the  fame  with  that  which 
we  have  dated,  we  Shall  indiffer¬ 
ently  bring  into  one  point  of  view. 
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the  principal  arguments  ufed  in 
both  Houles,  excepting  where 
feme  circumdances  peculiar  to  ei¬ 
ther,  may  render  a  didindtion  ne- 
cefiary.  The  opposition  now  feel 
ing  their  Strength,  as  well  from 
their  own  union,  as  from  the 
voice  and  opinion  of  the  people, 
ad'umed  a  new  afpedf ,  and  held  a 
higher  and  more  determined  tone 
in  parliament,  than  they  had  hi¬ 
therto  pradlifed.  All  temporiz¬ 
ing  meafures  and  obfervances  deem¬ 
ed  to  be  done  away;  their  lan¬ 
guage  was  fevere,  their  cenfures 
unqualified,  and  their  charges 
pointed,  diredt,  and  fent  home  to 
their  adverfaries.  The  debates 
were  accordingly  mafeuline,  bold, 
ferious,  and  awful ;  and  were 
more  immediately  and  generally 
intereffing,  than  they  had  been 
from  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
unhappy  troubles.  They  did  not 
now  confine  themfelves  to  narrow 
ground ;  to  the  examination  and 
cenfure  of  recent  meafures,  the 
condudt  of  the  war,  nor  even  to 
that  of  the  prefent  minifters.  They 
firft  took  a  wide  and  comprehen- 
five  range,  which  included  the 
general  administration  of  public 
affairs  during  much  the  greater 
part  of  the  prefent  reign,  before 
they  referred  to  particular  mea¬ 
fures  or  men. 

On  that  general  ground  they 
peremptorily  infilled,  that  the 
caufe  of  all  our  misfortunes,  of 
that  unexampled  change,  which, 
within  the  laft  feventeen  years, 
had  taken  place  in  the  Slate  and 
circumstances  of  the  Britifh  em¬ 
pire,  proceeded  from  a  new,  infi- 
dious,  and  moll  pernicious  fyftem 
of  government ;  a  fyftem  calcu¬ 
lated  to  deftroy  all  principle,  and 
to  diffolve  all  the  bands  of  opi- 
[C]  4  sjon 
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nion  which  unite  mankind  ;  a 
fydem  which  had  already  been 
fubverfive,  in  a  very  unhappy  de¬ 
gree,  of  the  national  honour  and 
charu&er,  and  which  tended  ulti¬ 
mately  to  the  diiTolution  of  the 
conditution,  if  not  of  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  this  country.  This 
unhappy  fydem,  they  faid,  how- 
ever  artfully  covered,  and  how- 
ever  invisible  its  authors,  had  not 
efeaped  obfervation  at  its  intro¬ 
duction,,  any  more  than  in  its  pro- 
grefs.  It  had  been  feen,  with  the 
deeped  concern,  from  about  the 
year  1765,,  to  the  preient  time, 
that  however  the  indrtiments  were 
changed,  however  appearances 
varied,  however  the  mode  was  oc¬ 
casionally  Shifted,  or  whatever 
temporary  interruptions  occurred, 
the  fydem  itfelf  never  changed  its 
nature,  was  never  out  of  fight, 
and  was,  although  with  different 
degrees  of  exertion,  condantly 
puriued  with  the  mod  unremit¬ 
ting  perfeverance. 

This  fatal  lydem,  they  faid, 
had  vifibly  fpread  its  baleful  in¬ 
fluence  through  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  fenate,  through  every 
department  of  the  date,  and 
through  every  order  of  the  people  ; 
and  as  its  grand  and  leading  prin¬ 
ciples  of  aClion.,  were,  corruption, 
the  dedruClion  of  character,  with 
that  wretched  and  abominable  po¬ 
licy,  the  divide  et  imp  era,  it  was 
not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  its 
progrefs  ihould  be  every  where 
marked,  by  the  confufion,  dif- 
cord,  and  ruin  which  it  produc¬ 
ed  ;  by  the  difgrace  which  it 
brought  upon  our  arms,  the  con¬ 
tempt,  ridicule,  or  execration  of 
mankind,  which  it  had  dravm 
upon  our  public  counfels  ;  by  that 
Titter  fpirit  of  eontentiop  apd  anjk 
6 


mofity  which  it  had  generated 
even  in  parliament,  and  what  was 
dill  worfe,  that  unequalled  con¬ 
tempt  of  order,  of  government, 
of  the  laws,  and  of  th’e  legifla- 
ture,  which  it  had  fpread  among 
the  lower  ranks  of  the  people. 
Yet,  notwithdandins;  the  irretrie- 
vable  Ioffes,  and  the  dill  greater 
dangers,  of  which  this  favourite 
fydem  had  already  been  productive, 
it  was  dill,  they  faid,  fo  pertina- 
ciouily  adhered  to,  that  the  lofs 
of  national  renown,  with  that  of 
half  the  empire,  and  the  immi¬ 
nent  danger  of  the  remainder, 
were  facriflces  offered,  or  hazard¬ 
ed,  without  fcruple,  to  its  fup- 
port. 

This  fydem,  they  faid,  mud  be 
totally  done  away,  or  nothing 
could  be  effectually  done  ;  expe¬ 
dients  might  render  things  pofli- 
bly  worfe,  but  they  could  not  ren¬ 
der  them  better.  But  it  would  be 
in  vain  to  hope  for  any  flneere  and 
real  change  of  the  fydem,  while 
its  indruments  were  fudered  to 
continue  in  power. -—New  coun¬ 
fels,  and  new  counfeilor?,  they 
contended,  were  not  only  now 
loudly  demanded  by  the  nation, 
but  were  become  a  matter  of  abso¬ 
lute  neceflitv  with  refpeCl  to  our 
political  exidence  ;  and  the  fove- 
rcign  mud  alfo  give  his  confi¬ 
dence  to  thofe  whom  he  apparent¬ 
ly  truds,  or  it  would  be  delufory 
to  expeCl,  that  even  new  counfels 
and  new  coimfellors  could  fuc 
ceed.— They  fummed  up  the  whole 
by  concluding,  that  it  was  only 
from  fuch  an  efFe&ual  and  total 
change,  that  a  rational  hope  could 
be  entertained,  even  of  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  date  in  any  form ; 
but  that  nothing  lefs  could  af~ 
ford  the  madow  of  hope,  of  our 

ever 
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ever  again  recurring  to  thofe  an- 
tient  principles  of  government, 
under  which  our  commerce  and 
our  fame  had  been  extended  to 
every  part  of  the  globe,  our  in¬ 
terests  became  connected  with  thofe 
of  the  reinoted  nations,  and  we 
had  rifen  to  that  extraordinary 
pitch  of  power,  glory,  and  do- 
melHc  happinefs,  which  alter¬ 
nately  excited  the  admiration, 
and  the  envy  of  mankind. 

From  a  general  view  of  the  fup- 
pofed  fydem,  they  entered  into 
a  detail  of  its  imputed  effects  on 
the  executive  and  fubordinate 
parts  of  governments  Thofe  offi¬ 
cers,  they  faid,  civil  and  mili¬ 
tary,  who  were  in  great  truft  or 
in  high  command,  particularly  if 
their  merit  had  placed  them  high 
in  the  opinion  and  confidence  of 
their  country,  were  the  marked 
objects  of  its  pernicious  influence. 
Thus,  while  knowledge  and  in¬ 
tegrity  were  profcribed  in  our 
councils,  didinguiihed  valour  and 
ability  were  equally  profcribed 
in  our  fleets  and  armies. — Our 
rreat  naval  commanders  were 

o  # 

driven  from  the  fervice ;  nor  were 
more  atrocious  and  dangerous 
attempts  left  untried ;  the  mi¬ 
litary  commanders  were  no  bet¬ 
ter  treated  ;  and  in  the  moment  of 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  hate 
was  robbed  of  its  bed  and  fured 
defence, — Thus  our  fleets  and  ar¬ 
mies  were  either  languifhing  in 
difcoritent,  or  torn  to  pieces  by 
diffention;  and  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize  funk  under  the  benumbing 
conviftion,  that  whatever  honour 
or  advantage  might  be  atchieved 
by  brave  and  hardy  fervice  abroad, 
mull  inevitably  perifh  under  the 
fatal  blafts  of  that  malignant  in¬ 
fluence  which  prevailed  at  home* 
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The  public  meafures  and  tran- 
fadlions  of  the  current  year  at 
home  and  abroad,  whether  with 
refpefl  to  the  aflual  operations  of 
war,  the  difpofition  of  our  fleets 
and  armies,  or  the  adopted  fydem 
of  home  defence,  opened  a  wide 
field  for  animadversion,  which 
was  occupied  with  no  fmall  degree 
of  vigour  by  the  oppoiition.  As 
the  alledged  criminal  neglect,  and 
confequent  fatal  decline  of  our 
navy,  had  held  a  principal  place 
in  the  general  charge  of  paft  mif- 
condudt,  fo  the  fuppofed  exem¬ 
plification  of  that  unhappy  decline 
and  weaknefs,  which,  they  faid, 
had  been  recently  exhibited  in  the 
channel,  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  the  mod  direct  application  of 
particular  cenfure. 

The  powers  of  language  Teemed 
accordingly  exhauded,  in  the  va* 
rious  expreffion  of  grief,  fhame, 
indignation  and  refentment,  dif- 
played  upon  this  fubject.  They 
faid  it  was  referved  for  the  prefent 
inaufpicious  and  difgraceful  sera, 
for  the  adminidration  of  thofe  men 
who  had  fevered  the  empire,  and 
who  had  plunged  the  Englifh  na¬ 
tion  in  all  the  guilt  and  calamity 
of  a  cruel  and  inextinguifhable 
civil  war,  to  brand  this  country 
with  the  indelible  difgrace  of  the 
preceding  fummer ;  to  exhibit  the 
unthought  of  and  unheard  of  fpec- 
tacle,  of  a  Britifh  fleet  flying,  in 
fight  of  their  own  coad,  before 
that  of  Bourbon.  Thus,  faid 
they,  refigning  all  at  once,  that 
empire  of  the  ocean,  the  inex- 
hauftible  fource  of  all  our  power 
and  greatnefs ;  the  prize  of  pad 
valour,  and  the  reward  of  antient 
virtue  ;  ’  thus  giving  up,  without 
a  blow,  even  the  dominion  of  the 
narrow  Teas,  our  hereditary,  and 

hitherto 
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hitherto  undifputed  patrimony ; 
and  thus,  while  all  Europe  was 
loft  in  aftonifhment,  was  that 
name,  national  character,  and  ge¬ 
neral  opinion,  which  bear  fo  great 
a.  fway  in  the  affairs  of  man- 
hind,  in  a  moment  annihilated. 

Without  enquiring  at  prefent, 
they  faid,  into  the  caufes  of  that  la¬ 
mentable  navafinferiority,  through 
which  our  naked  and  aftonifhed 
coafts  were  abandoned  to  the  out¬ 
rage  of  the  enemy,  and  the  triumph¬ 
ant  flag  of  the  infultin-g  foe  fo 
long  domineered  on  our  native 
leas,  it  was  fitting  to  afk  mini- 
jfters,  what  defence  they  could 
make,  or  what  apology  to  the  na¬ 
tion,  for  the  unguarded  and  de- 
fencelefs  ftate,  in  which  Plymouth, 
the  fecond  of  our  great  naval 
arienals,  and  the  depofitary  of  a 
treafure,  which  no  money,  nor 
perhaps  time,  could  replace,  was, 
in  that  feafon  of  difgrace  and  dan¬ 
ger,  not  only  expofed  to  his  in¬ 
tuit,  but  to  abfolute  deftruCtion  ? 
The  infufticiency  of  the  fleet,  they 
faid,  afforded  no  cover  of  defence 
or  excufe  ;  as  that  great  maritime 
key  of  the  kingdom,  was  poffe fifed 
of  fufflcient  ftrength,  to  require 
nothing  more  than  a  proper  garri- 
fon,  and  the  neceflary  military 
provifion,  for  its  effectual  pro¬ 
tection  . 

Another  queftion,  they  faid, 
naturally  arofe,  from  the  flighted 
view  of  the  tranfa&ions  of  that 
fhameful  period,  to  which  it  be¬ 
hoved  thofe  who  aftumed  the  con¬ 
duct  of  our  public  affairs,  to  give 
n  clear  and  fa tis factory  anfwer. — 
If  minifters  are  not  really  charge¬ 
able  with  wilfully  bringing  on 
©ur  late  difgrace  and  danger,  how 
can.  they  pretend  to  account  for 
not  preventing  the  j  undtion  of  the 


French  and  Spanifh  fleet? — This, 
they  faid,  was  a  meafure  fully 
within  their  reach.  They  well 
know,  that  the  Breft  fleet  was  far 
more  backward  in  point  of  pre¬ 
paration  than  the  Britifli ;  and  it 
is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety, 
that  the  latter  loitered  for  a  fort¬ 
night,  without  any  object,  at  Tor^ 
bay,  or  on  the  coaft,  when  its 
proceeding  to  fea  would  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  junction,  or  what  would 
have  been  ftill  more  important, 
might  have  afforded  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  intercepting  the  French 
fleet ;  and  that,  under  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  of  advantage,  as  muff 
have  produced  effects  decifive  of 
the  fortune  of  the  campaign,  if 
not  of  the  war. 

The  minifters,  faid  they,  will 
not  venture  to  tell  us,  that  they 
were  ignorant  of  the  great  fupe- 
riority  which  the  junction  of  the 
Bourbon  fleets  would  produce. 
Their  line  of  conduct  was  marked 
out  by  long  eftabiifhed  and  repeat¬ 
ed  precedent.  They  know,  or 
ought  to  know,  that  this  meafure 
of  prudence  had  not  only  been 
conftantly  adopted  and  ftriClly  at¬ 
tended  to  in  all  former  wars  with 
thofe  powers  united,  but  that  in 
the  contefts  with  France  alone, 
the  junction  of  her  Mediterranean 
fleet  with  that  of  the  Ocean,  had 
been  uniformly  guarded  again  ft 
with  the  moil  unremitting  care  and 
induftry.  Yet  thefe  precautions 
were  ufed  in  the  moll  flourifhing 
frate  of  our  navy ;  in  thofe  happy 
feafons  of  power  and  fortune, 
when  feme  inattention  to  the  rules 
of  prudence  might  feem  not  alto¬ 
gether  inexcufable.  But  can,  faid 
they,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  any  prefumed  ftock  of  ig¬ 
norance,  any  fuppofed  portion  of 
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fiegligence  or  folly,  fatisfattorily 
account  for  fo  dangerous,  and 
for  what  might  well  have  been, 
fo  fatal  an  omiflion  ? 

The  neglect  of  the  ifland  of 
Jerfey,  was  no  lefs  an  object  of 
cenfure.  Through  the  want,  they 
faid,  of  two  or  three  trigates,  of 
that  fmall  marine  force,  which 
would  have  been  fufficient  to  re¬ 
pel  the  defultory  attempts,  that 
were  at  that  feafon  to  be  expedited 
from  St.  M aloes.  Admiral  Ar- 
buthnot,  in  his  laudable  zeal  for 
the  relief  or  recovery  of  the 
ifland,  was  obliged  to  abandon 
his  convoy,  and  to  defer  his  voy¬ 
age  to  New  York.  By  that 
means,  a  fleet  of  three  hundred 
merchantmen  and  tranfports,  were 
expofed  to  the  dangers  of  the  fea 
and  the  enemy  in  the  open  road 
of  Torbay,  the  trade  was  detain- 
ed  a  full  month  at  home,  and  fuf- 
fered,  at  leaft,  an  equal  delay  on 
the  voyage,  to  the  immenfe  lofs 
and  expence  of  the  merchants  ; 
and  the  reinforcements  for  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  which,  to  anfwer 
any  effetlual  purpofe,  fhouldhave 
been  landed  at  New  York  before 
the  time  of  their  departure  from 
England,  did  not  arrive  at  the 
place  of  their  deflination  until  the 
end  of  Auguft,  when  the  feafon 
for  adlion  was  nearly  over,  and 
the  troops  had  fuffered  fo  much 
from  the  unufual  length  of  their 
confinement  on  fhipboard,  that 
they  were  incapable  of  any  im¬ 
mediate  fervice.  Thus,  faid  they, 
were  all  the  views  and  hopes  of 
the  campaign  fruftrated  in  the 
eutfet  ;  and  thus,  year  after  year, 
is  the  blood  and  treafure  of  the 
nation  confumed,  and  its  flrength 
exhaufted,  in  that  fatal  conteft ; 
ivhile  the  unequalled  mifeonduft 
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which  prevails  at  home,  renders 
all  the  exertions  of  valour  and 
ability  fruitlefs,  and  predeftinates 
the  ill  fuccefs  that  follows. 

The  difpofal,  the  amount,  and 
the  government,  of  the  military 
force  kept  within  the  kingdom, 
afforded  a  copious  fubjeit  of  ani- 
madverfion  and  cenfure.  This 
was  Hated,  including  the  militia, 
and  the  various  corps  of  new-raif- 
ed  troops,  as  exceeding  a  hundred 
thoufand  men  actually  in  arms. 
Yet  this  vaft  force,  which,  they 
faid,  under  former  wife  and  hap¬ 
py  adminiflrations,  would  have 
conveyed  terror  and  deftru&ion 
home  to  our  enemies,  and  fpread 
alarm  and  danger  through  their 
remote!!  pofleflions,  was  kept  Al¬ 
pine  and  idle  at  home.  The 
enormous  and  cumberfome  ma¬ 
chine,  which  was  framed  and  fup- 
ported  at  fo  immenfe  an  expence 
to  the  public,  was  kept  inert 
without  life  or  addon,  through 
the  ignorance  and  incapacity  of 
thofe  who  were  entrufted  with  its 
movements. — Nothing,  they  laid, 
could  more  clearly  point  out,  ei¬ 
ther  the  atrocious  deflgns,  or  the 
confummate  folly  of  adminiftra- 
tion.  It  was  either  intended  that 
this  prodigious  force  ihould  act 
againft  the  people,  or  it  was  un~ 
neceflary  and  had  no  cbjedt — they 
might  chufe  the  alternative.  If 
we  had  no  fleet,  it  was  more  than 
competent  to  internal  defence  ;  if 
we  had  a  fleet,  and  could  truft  to 
it,  we  had  no  occaflon  for  fo  vail 
a  land  force.  A  vaft  fleet,  and  a 
vaft  military  force,  were  incompa¬ 
tible  ;  if  the  ftrength  of  the  na¬ 
tion  was  to  be  equally  divided  be- 
tween  the  land  and  the  naval  fer- 
vices,  neither  fervice  could  be 
rendered  effectual.  Independent 
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of  experience  or  precedent,  our /Si¬ 
tuation  pointed  out  the  true  po¬ 
licy. 

But  miniilers  boafted  loudly  of 
the  wiidom  of  their  conduit  in  this 
refpeft,  and  of  the  eftential  bene¬ 
fits  which  it  had  produced  j — -we 
had  efcaped  from  danger— and  they 
Iiad  fruftrated  the  defmns  of  the 

O 

enemy.  Utterly  incapable,  they 
faid,  through  a  total  want  of  ge¬ 
nius  and  ability,  of  conducting  the 
war  upon  an  extenfive  fcale,  or  of 
forming  any  bold  and  comprehen- 
five  fcheme  of  aftion,-  they  nar¬ 
rowed  its  objeCts  to  the  meafure  of 
their  own  ideas,  and  reft  their  ine- 
jlts  upon  a  mean  and  daftardly 
fyftem  of  local  defence,  confined 
merely  to  the  feat  of  empire.  Such 
lias  been  the  wretched  application 
of  all  the  joint  power  during  the 
prefent  year,  of  three  hundred 
thoafand  men  in  arms,  of  three 
hundred /hips  of  war,  and  of  twen¬ 
ty  millions  of  pounds  fieri  in  g. 
Yet  it  will  be  found,  faid  they, 
that  their  domeftic  merits  are  upon 
the  fame  fcale  with  their  foreign  ; 
and  that  all  their  meafures  at  home 
and  abroad,  are  marked  by  the 
fame  peculiar  fatality.  Although 
they  facrificed  every  other  object 
to  the  home  defence,  the  meafures 
which  they  adopted  for  that  pur- 
pofe  were  as  fhamefully  defective, 
as  thofe  which  they  had  purfued 
in  the  aftive  operations  of  the  war. 
Thus,  with  a  force  lying  dormant 
within  the  kingdom,  fufficien't  to 
jbave  carried  terror  and  hoftility  in¬ 
to  the  heart  of  the  mcft  powerful 
fates,  the  difpofition  of  this  great 
force,  under  the  incapacity  of  its 
direction,  was  fo  fuperlatively 
wretched,  as  to  render  it  totally 
inadequate  to  its  defign  ;  our 
weftern  eoafts  were  in  a  manner 
abandoned  to  the  enemy  ;  we  were 
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expofed  in  the  moft  tender  and  va¬ 
luable  parts  to  the  moft  imminent 
danger ;  Plymouth  feemed  doomed 
to  inevitable  deftruCtion  ;  nor  was 
the  fecurity  of  Portfmouth  much 
better  eftablifhed.  So  vaft  an  ar¬ 
my,  under  fufch  a  guidance,  could 
not  afford  protection  to  thofe  inva¬ 
luable  repoiitories  of  our  naval 
itrength  ;  and  we  were  expofed  to 
a  Ids,  which  no  human  means 
could  have  fupplied  or  remedied. 

Minifters,  they  faid,  might  well 
boaft  in  the  fpeech,  of  their  new 
and  only  ally.  Providence  ;  whc-fe 
folly  and  mifconduCt  had  rendered 
them  fo  univerfally  contemptible 
or  odious,  as  to  be  abandoned  by 
all  mankind ;  and  who  having 
interdicted  all  wiidom  and  ability 
from  their  counfels,  had  alfo,  in 
the  midft  of  a  moft  ruinous  and 
dangerous  warfare,  and  finking 
under  the  preflure  of  a  greatly  fu- 
perior  combination  of  force,  driven 
every  commander  by  fea  and  land 
from  their  fervice,  who  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  giving  efficacy  to  their  mi¬ 
litary  exertions.  In  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  with  an  inferior  fleet,  a 
defencefefs  coaft,  a  treafurv  ex- 
haufted  by  folly  and  prodigality, 
with  an  adminiftration  fupine,  di¬ 
vided,  and  incapable,  we  mull 
have  fallen  a  prey  to  our  combined 
enemies,  if  they  had  feized  the 
critical  opportunity  of  making  the 
attack.  But  this  miraculous  in- 
terpofition  of  providence,  in  blind¬ 
ing  the  enemy  at  one  feafon,  and, 
ftriking  them  with  contagious  dif- 
temper  at  another,  only  went  to 
cur  prefervation.  Providence  left 
the  unparalleled  difgrace,  and  the 
caufes  of  the  danger,  to  be  an, 
fwered  for  by  minifters. 

Nor  was  the  internal  govern, 
ment  of  our  military  force  lefs  ani- 
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inadverted  upon,  than  its  difpofi- 
tion  or  application.  The  new  fyf- 
tem  adopted  of  modelling  the  ar- 
my,  was  condemned  in  thellrongelt 
terms,  and  represented,  as  not  be¬ 
ing  more  unjult  and  fcandalous  in 
the  practice,  than  ruinous  in  the 
effect.  The  honourable  fears  and 
long  Cervices  of  the  experienced  ve¬ 
teran,  they  faid,  were  obliged  to 
give  way,  to  the  fuperior  intereft, 
to  the,  perhaps,  fecretand  corrupt 
influence,  which  fupported  the 
raw  Cubal tern,  who  could  lay  no 
claim  either  to  merit  or  fervice. 
Kor  did  the  evil,  however  glaring 
and  fhameful,  hop  there.  Men 
t  tally  unacquainted  with  military 
affairs,  were  called  from  the  civil 
walks  of  life,  and  fuddenly  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  command  of  regi¬ 
ments.  Defies,  counting-houfes, 
and  public  offices,  were  dripped 
of  their  ufeful  and  peaceable  oc¬ 
cupiers,  to  fupply  a  new  race  of 
commanders  and  generals  for  our 
armies.  Thus  were  officers  of  long 
fervice  and  tried  honour,  reduced 
to  the  hard  neceffity,  of  eitheraban- 
doning  a  profeffion,  to  which  they 
had  dedicated  their  fmall  fortunes, 
their  hopes,  and  their  lives,  or  of 
fubmitting  to  the  military  difgrace, 
of  obeying  thofe  whom  they  were 
ufed  to  command,  and  of  receiv¬ 
ing  orders  from  men,  whofe  inca¬ 
pacity  and  ignorance  rendered 
them  objects  of  their  fovereign 
contempt. 

By  this  means,  they  faid,  con¬ 
tinual  mnrmurirms,  jealoufies,  and 
difeon tents,  were  generated  among 
thofe  who  were  fighting  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  their  country.  Men  who 
were  bravely  encountering  all  the 
fatigues,  hardffiips,  and  perils  of 
war,  and  who  from  their  habits  of 
life,  and  the  nature  cf  their  pro¬ 


feffion,  were  exceedingly  fufeepti- 
ble  and  quick  in  their  fenfe  of  in¬ 
jury,  and  habitually  nice  in  points 
of  honour,  were,  by  the  caprice 
and  corruption  of  minifters,  con¬ 
tinually  fretted  and  galled  in  the 
tendered  part,  their  attention  dif- 
turbed  in  the  execution  of  their 
duty,  and  their  minds  alienated 
from  the  fervice,  while  their  Spi¬ 
rits  were  broken,  and  their  mili¬ 
tary  pride  fubdued,  by  feeing  all 
their  hopes  of  due  preferment 
bl ailed,  and  by  being  obliged  to 
crouch  under  a  fenfe  of  indignity 
and  injury,  which  they  could  not 
relent  without  perfonal  ruin.' 

The  alarming  and  dangerous  fi- 
tuation  of  Ireland,  prefented  new 
objects  of  ftridture  to  the  oppofi- 
tion,  and  afforded  a  new  edge  to 
their  cenfure.  They  faid,  that 
every  evil  and  danger  there,  was 
owing  to  that  fatality  which  had  in¬ 
fluenced  theincomprehenfible  con¬ 
duct  of  min  liters  in  the  preceding 
fedion.  They  had  been  repeatedly 
warned  of  the  danger  and  of  the 
injuitice  of  delay  by  the  oppoii- 
tion  ;  the  latter  had  ufed  their  ut¬ 
most  endeavours  in  both  houfes  to 
defer  the  adjournment  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  until  fame  remedy  was  af¬ 
forded  for  the  evils  which  oppreffed 
our  lifter  ifland.  But  although 
this  propofal  held  out  the  molt1  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity  to  them, 
by  remedying  the  ill  effects,  to 
obliterate  the  traces  of  their  own 
pad  negligence  and  rnifconduCt ; 
yet  fo  blind  and  incorrigible  was 
their  obftiriacy,  and  fo  unhappily- 
devoted  the  zeal  of  that  Handing 
majority  which  fupports  all  their 
meafures,  that  it  was  triumphantly 
overruled,  in  contempt  of  all  rea- 
fonand  argument,  and  in  defiance 
of  all  ccmfequences*  A  moderate 

degree 
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degree  of  equitable  condefcenfion 
then,  would  have  been  received  by 
our  lifter  ill  and,  as  the  moft  friend¬ 
ly  kindnefs,  and  acknowledged 
with  the  moft  lading  gratitude ; 
whereas,  the  greateft  facrilice  of 
her  commercial  and  political  inte- 
refts  which  this  country  can  now 
make,  infteadof  being  comidered 
as  the  grant  of  favour,  will  be  re¬ 
garded  as  the  mean  conceftion  of 
fear. 

The  fame  conduCl,  they  faid, 
which  prevailed  in  Europe,  was  to 
be  traced  in. every  other  part  of  the 
world.  The  enemy  had,  at  one 
fweep,  carried  every  thing  that 
was  Englifh  away,  through  the 
whole  extent  of  the  African  coafts. 
The  dominion  of  the  fea,  was  no 
lefs  effectually,  they  faid,  though 
much  lefs  difgracefully,  loft  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  than  in  the  narrow 
feas  and  the  channel.  Our  brave 
commanders  and  feamen  in  that 
quarter,  determined  that  the  Bri- 
tifh  name,  and  their  own  profef- 
fional  chara&er,  Ihould  not  be  funk 
under  the  fatality  and  difgrace  of 
our  public  counfels ;  but  they  were 
wnable  to  fupport  her  power  againft 
the  fuperioriry  of  the  enemy.  The 
French  flag  reigned  as  triumphant¬ 
ly  in  the  gulph  of  Mexico,  as  in 
the  European  feas  ;  and  the  fame 
unhappy  and  difgraceful  feafon, 
Jhewed  the  downfal  of  our  naval 
power  in  every  part  of  the  world. 

Our  Weft  India  iflands,  they 
faid,  had  been  more  properly  deli¬ 
vered  up  to  the  enemy,  than  fub- 
duedby  him.  It  made  no  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  nature  of  things,  whe¬ 
ther  our  pofleflions  were  furren- 
dered  or  fold,  by  a  public  or  pri¬ 
vate  treaty  with  France,  or  whe¬ 
ther  they  were  left  fo  naked  and 
defencelefs,  that  the  enemy  fhould 


have  nothing  more  to  do,  than  to 
fend  garrifons  to  take  pofleflion  of 
them.  This  they  infilled  to  have 
been  the  cafe  with  refpedl  to  the 
iflands  we  had  loft  ;  and  thofe  that 
remained,  they  defcribed,  as  not 
being  in  a  much  better  fituation. 
Jamaica,  in  particular,  they  faid, 
the  moft  valuable  now  of  our  co- 
lonial  pofleliions,  and  the  prin¬ 
cipal  fource  of  our  remaining 
trade  and  wealth,  was  moft  .fhame- 
fully  abandoned  ;  and  was  at  that 
moment  in  the  moft  imminent  dan¬ 
ger,  if  not  already  loft. 

This  courfe  of  inveCtive  was 
wound  up  by  declaring,  that  the  o- 
millions  and  defects  which  produced 
all  thefe  calamities,  went  fo  much 
beyond  any  thing  which  could  be  al¬ 
lowed  for  impotence  and  imperfec¬ 
tion  of  mind,  that  they  feemed 
under  a  neceflity  of  charging  their 
conduct  to  direct  treachery.  That 
final  ruin,  or  a  total  change  of 
fiyftem  and  of  men,  was  the  fnort 
alternative  to  which  we  were  now 
reduced.  The  fliort  fentence  of 
Nenv  Counfels  and  Nenjj  Counfellors i 
included,  they  faid,  all  the  means 
of  our  national  falvation,  and  ex- 
p  refled  the  fentiments  of  every  in¬ 
telligent  and  independent  man  in 
England  ;  it  was  the  univerfal  lan¬ 
guage  out  of  doors,  and  of  thofe 
within,  when  they  went  out. 

The  fpeecli  itfelf  underwent  its 
ftiare  of  cenfure,  with  refpeft  both 
to  matter  and  omiflion;  and  the 
acknowledgment  in  the  propofed 
addrefs  of  the  lords,  of  the  blef- 
fings  enjoyed  under  government, 
afforded  an  opportunity  for  much 
feverity  of  comment  and  obferva- 
tion  in  that  houfe.  It  was  freely 
afked,  whether  that  recognition  of 
public  happinefs  was  founded  ill 
truth  ?  Whether  it  was  not  an  in- 
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fuit  to  parliament,  when  applied 
to  the  miniilers  ?  Whether  there 
was  a  noble  lord  prefent,  of  any 
defeription,  who  could  lay  his 
hand  to  his  heart,  and  fairly  con¬ 
gratulate  his  majefty  on  the  blef- 
fings  enjoyed  under  his  govern¬ 
ment  ?  A  majority  might  indeed 
grant  a  vote ;  but  they  could  go 
no  farther ;  they  could  neither 
clofe  the  eyes,  nor  warp  the  opi¬ 
nions  of  mankind.  Such  an  ap¬ 
probation,  given  in  defiance  of 
public  notoriety,  and  the  evidence 
of  every  man’s  fenfe  and  feeling, 
muft  not  only  fail  of  its  intended, 
but  produce  a  very  contrary  effect ; 
it  would  only  ferve  to  excite  con¬ 
tempt  and  ridicule  in  the  frit  in- 
ftance,  and  tend  to  the  degrada¬ 
tion  of  parliament  in  the  fecond. 
For  themfclves,  they  faid,  that  no 
motive  whatever  fhould  induce 
them  to  the  vain  and  fcandalous 
attempt,  of  giving  a  fanCtion  to 
fo  grofs  a  fpecies  of  delufion  and 
impofition,  by  the  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  blefiings  which  did  not 
exift,  and  a  recognition  of  the 
merits  of  government,  in  direCt 
contradiction  to  experience  and 
fact. 

The  minifter  oppofed,  in  the 
Ifoufe  of  .Commons,  the  indirect 
charges  of  treachery  which  were 
made  on  the  other  fide,  with  tem¬ 
per  and  firmnefs.  He  obferved, 
that  fuch  charges  or  infinuations 
feemed  of  late  to  become  a  fa¬ 
vourite  topic  with  gentlemen  in 
the  oppofition,  who  perhaps  hoped 
to  derive  fome  great  advantage 
from  the  frequent  repetition;  but 
if  they  were  not  entirely  vague 
and  unfounded,  and  calculated 
merely  to  ftir  up  or  nurfe  difeon- 
tent  and  fufpicion  abroad,  why 
did  they  not  come  forward  like 


men,  and  purfue  their  accufa- 
tions  ?  Whv  did  thev  not  follow 

*  V 

them  up  with  fpecific  and  defined 
proofs  ;  thereby  to  fix  the  guilt, 
and  bringing  it  home  fairly  and 
directly  to  its  proper  objeCt,  com¬ 
pel  the  mifereants,  whoever  they 
were,  or  where-ever  found,  to  un¬ 
dergo  that  fate  which  treachery 
deferves  ?  In  allufion  to  what  had 
fo  repeatedly  been  faid,  of  the 
general  opinion  and  difeontent  of 
the  people,  he  eagerly  exclaimed, 
<(  God  forbid,  that  there  fhould 
be  a  voice  in  the  nation,  ft ronger, 
louder,  more  peremptory  or  deci- 
live,  than  that  of  parliament.”— 
For  himfelf,  whenever  his  account¬ 
ing  day  fhould  come,  and  that  day, 
he  faid,  muft  come,  he  fhould 
meet  it  without  fear.  There  were 
laws  for  the  protection  of  inno¬ 
cence,  and  if  his  accufers  adhered 
to  the  laws,  he  fhould  be  fafe. 
His  innocence  would  be  his  fhield, 
and  the  laws  would  render  him  in¬ 
vulnerable  under  that  protection. 

Our  being  deftitute  of  allies,  or, 
as  it  was  called  on  the  other  fide, 
our  being  abandoned  by  mankind, 
was  not  to  be  attributed  to  any 
diflike  on  his  fids  to  continental 
connexions;  but  to  the  prevalent, 
though  miftaken  politics  of  other 
powers,  and  to  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  conteft  in  which 
we  are  at  prefent  engaged.  If 
France  had  attacked  any  power 
upon  the  continent,  others  would 
have  felt  themfelves  immediately 
interefted  in  the  confequences  and 
event,  and  would  accordingly  have 
taken  an  active  and  decided  part. 
Our  policy  would  have  led  us  to  a 
fimilar  interference  ;  and  the  reci¬ 
procally  of  interefts,  with  the 
fame  object  in  view,  would  have 
been  a  common  bond  of  alliance 

and 
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and  union.  But  Great  Britain  not 
being  confidered  as  a  continental 
power,  other  dates  did  not  think 
themfelves  fo  much  intereired  with 
refpeft  to  the  prefent  attack  made 
upon  her,  or  fo  liable  to  be  affected 
by  its  confequences,  as  if  it  had 
been  made  upon  their  more  imme¬ 
diate  neighbours.  The  conteft  was 
likewife,  in  its  origin*  merely  co¬ 
lonial  and  domeliic ;  its  objects 
were  in  another  quarter  of  the 
world;  and  even  dill,  the  opera¬ 
tions  of  the  war  being  either  na¬ 
val,  or  conducted  at  a  vad  didance, 
did  not  much  dillurb  the  internal 
peace  of  Europe,  nor  were  the 
confequences  confidered  as  affect¬ 
ing  the  general  ballance  of  power. 

Our  being  left  alone  to  encoun¬ 
ter  the  vad  fuperiority  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  was  net  then  to  be  imputed  to 
any  fault  or  negleCt  on  the  fide  of 
the  councils  or  miniders  of  the 
throne,  but  to  the  midaken  opi¬ 
nion  and  erroneous  policy  of  other 
dates ;  who  had,  from  thence, 
blindly  permitted  the  united  houfe 
of  Bourbon,  to  bring  their  whole 
force,  unmoleded  and  undidurhed, 
to  bear  upon  this  country.  This 
was  a,  mifchief, 'which  was  as  little 
to  be  forefeen  as  prevented  by  the 
miniders  of  Great  Britain.  They 
could  not  be  accountable  for  the 
conduct  of  other  dates.  It  was 
not,  however,  to  be  doubted,  that 
ether  powers  would  fpeedily  per¬ 
ceive  and  rectify  their  error  ;  and 
that,  with  a  .proper  attention  to 
their,  true  intereds,  as  well  as  to 
the  general  fydem  of  Europe,  they 
would  interpofe  to  check  the  am¬ 
bition  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

The  fame  argument  applied  with 
equal  effeCt  to  that  charge,  on 
which  all  the  eloquence  of  grief, 
and  all  the  indignation  of  appa¬ 


rent  paffion,  had  been  exliaufted 
on  the  other  fide ;  that  of  our  naval 
inferiority,  particularly  on  the 
narrow  feas.  1 1  was  impoffible  for 
Great  Britain  alone,  to  oppofe  an 
equal  number  of  fnips  to  the  whole 
united  force  of  the  houfe  of  Bour¬ 
bon  ;  but  if  die  even  equalled  or 
exceeded  them  in  point  of  num¬ 
ber,  dill  the  wide  arrangement 
of  her  naval  fer vices,  which  was 
indilpendbly  neceffary  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  her  numerous,- expofed, 
and  remote  dependencies,  mud  at 
any  rate,  notwithstanding  anyfkilj 
or  judgment  in  the  difpoiition,  af¬ 
ford  an  opportunity  to  the  enemy 
of  obtaining  a  fuperiority  in  fome 
particular  part.  Yet  with  that 
vad  fuperiority  which  they  actually 
podeded  in  the  preceding  fummer, 
it  would  be  found,  on  due  cond- 
deration,  that  the  difgrace  was  on 
their  fide,  and  not  on  ours.  They 
had  dttedout  a  great  and  formida¬ 
ble  armament ;  and  it  was  true* 
that  they  had  appeared  upon  our 
coads ;  they  talked,  big,  threatened 
a  great  deal,  did  nothing,  arid  re¬ 
tired. 

Two  things  were  to  be  particu 
larly  remembered,  that  the  enemy 
were  avowedlv  aCtino- on  the  offen- 
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five,  and  we  as  profededly  on  the 
defenfive.  They  came  with  a  de¬ 
clared  intention  to  invade  us,  we 
undertook  to  defeat  the  dedgn  ; 
they  were  therefore  foiled ;  for 
they  had  not  dared,  even  to  make 
the  attempt.  Their  immenfe  ar¬ 
maments  paraded,  and  paraded  to 
no  purpofe  ;  and  their  -millions 
were  fpent  in  vain.  Had  they 
landed,  (and  it  were  almoft  to  be 
wifhe.d  they  had)  their  reception 
would  have,  been  fuch,  as  would 
not  only  have  added  to  their .  dif¬ 
grace,  but  would  have  afforded 

them 
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them  fomc  more  eflential  matter  to 
crown  the  hiftory  of  their  cam¬ 
paign. 

It  was  denied,  that  the  retreat 
of  the  Britifh  fleet,  under  Sir 
Charles  Hardy,  up  the  channel, 
could  with  any  propriety  be  cond- 
dered  as  a  flight.  The  whole  con¬ 
duct  of  that  admiral,  demanded 
no  lefs  the  admiration  than  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  his  country.  To  decline 
an  engagement,  when  he  expedted 
a  reinforcement,  and  when  the 
enemy  were  fo  valtly  fuperior  in 
number,  was  the  efteft  of  pru¬ 
dence,  and  eminent  profeflional 
{kill ;  to  have  accepted  a  chal¬ 
lenge,  would  have  been  the  rhad- 
nefs  of  valour.  It  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  in  any  degree  a  flight  ;  he 
endeavoured,  by  fever al  judicious 
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motions,  to  have  drawn  the  enemy 
up  the  channel,  where,  from  its 
narrownefs,  and  other  circum- 
ftances,  our  fleet  might  have  en¬ 
gaged  them  with  lefs  difadvantage, 
and  they  might  have  been  fubjeei- 
ed  to  much  danger.  The  enemy 
did  not  chufe  to  venture  far  up  the 
channel  ;  but  the  deflya  was  the 
refult  of  prudence  and  fuperior 
judgment.  It  was  indeed  true, 
that  if  the  commander  could  then 
have  poflibly  known  the  internal 
Hate  and  ill  condition  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fleet,  he  would  have  eagerly 
fought  an  engagement,  inftead  of 
avoiding  it ;  but  as  the  knowledge 
was  unattainable,  he  could  not 
profit  of  theoccafiOn. 

It  was  invidious,  they  laid,  on 
the  other  fide,  to  endeavour  to  de¬ 
prive  minifters  and  commanders  of 
their  due  merits,  in  the  protection 
of  our  trade,  and  in  baffling  all 
the  delignsof  the  enemy,  by  aferib- 
ing  folely  to  providence,  thefe  hap¬ 
py  and  important  circumftances. 
Vol.  XXIII. 


It  would  be  more  ingenuous  to 
acknowledge,  that  it  required  great 
fagacity,  and  no  common  abili¬ 
ties  110  more  than  from  thir¬ 
ty  Eleven  to  forty  (hips  of  the  line, 
to  amufe,  fix  the  attention,  and 
keep  in  continual  motion  for  fo 
long  a  time,  without  their  being 
able  to  gain  any  advantage,  the 
vaftly  fuperior  fleets  of  the  enemy, 
which  counted  no  lefs  than  fixty- 
flx  chips  of  the  fame  rank  and  cha¬ 
racter.  This  judicious  conduit 
produced  the  moft  falutary  effects. 
An  immenfe  hoftiie  armament  was 
kept  together  during  the  campaign, 
and  its  efforts  directed  to  a  point 
where  they  could  be  of  no  avail ; 
whereas,  had  this  vail  force  been 
employed  upon  feparate  ^fervices, 
and  directed  to  fpecific  operations 
in  the  wefiern  world,  or,  perhaps, 
other  parts,  befides  the  deftruCtion 
of  our  commerce,  which  mult 
have  been  inevitable,  we  fhcula 
probably,  by  this  time,  have  been 
difrobed  of  fome  of  our  moft  valu¬ 
able  pofleflions. 

The  minifler  acknowledged,  that 
it  would  have  been  a  matter  of  no 
final!  moment,  to  have  prevented 
the  j  undtion  of  the  French  and 
Spanifh  fleets  ;  he  likewife  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  we  were  much 
more  forward  in  point  of  naval 
preparation  than  France ;  but  he 
had  every  reafon  to  belieye,  that  it 
was  not  in  our  power  to  prevent  the 
junction.  The  meafure  was  in 
contemplation ;  and  had  the  French 
continued  in  pert,  until  they  were 
in  real  condition  for  fervicc,  the 
junction  would  have  been  moft  af- 
furedly  prevented  ;  but  they  per¬ 
ceiving  our  intention,  rather  choie 
to  flip  out  of  Breft,  as  they  were, 
while  we  were  ftill  preparing,  than 
to  wait  for  proper  equiomeat  at 
[£>]  '  '  *  this 
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the  rifqueof  an  encounter.  If  it 
was  afked,  why  we  were  more  nice 
with  refpeft  to  preparation  than 
France,  the  anfwer  was  obvious ; 
we  had  another  enemy  to  attend  to ; 
the  naval  force  of  Spain  was  in  full 
equipment ;  our  all  depended  on 
©ur  fleet;  «we  were  therefore  of  ne- 
ceflity  cautious. 

With  refpeCt  to  Plymouth,  the 
charge  was  partly  denied,  its  force 
weakened,  by  alledging  the  con¬ 
viction  of  government  that  no  de¬ 
barkation  was  there  intended  by 
the  enemy,  and  the  attention  was 
called  off  from  the  paft  to  the  pre- 
fent  ftate  of  that  place,  by  flating 
the  effectual  meafures  which  had 
been  flnce  taken  for  its  fecuritv. 

wf 

As  to  Ireland,  the  minifter  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  it  was  diftreffed, 
and  he  heard  it  was,  it  was  cer¬ 
tainly  entitled  to  relief.  England 
would  undoubtedly  grant  her  every 
thing  that  could  be  niven  without 
injuring  herfelf,  and  Ireland  could 
not,  with  juftice,  afk  more.  Ire¬ 
land  could  bear  no  refen tment  to 
the  prefent  adminiftration,  for  {he 
had  received  more  favours  and  na¬ 
tional  benefits  from  them,  than 
from  any  other  during  the  forty 
preceding  years.  Her  complaints 
were  not  directed  againft  the  pre¬ 
fent  fervants  of  the  crown  ;  thev 
were  laid  againfl:  the  conftitutionof 
this  country  ;  for  the  great  fource 
of  their  complaints  lay  in  thofe 
laws,  which  were  pail  during  the 
reign  of  Charles  the  fecond  and 
William  the  third,  impofinp-  re- 

_  .  'AO 

fframts  upon  their  trade.  '  He 
did  not  believe  in  their  diftrefs ; 
and  as  he  did  not  know  the. evil,  he 
was  not  able  to  point  out  a  fpecific 
remedy.  But  whenever  her  grie¬ 
vance  appeared,  he  was  well  dif- 
jsofed  to  fedrefs  them.  Ireland, 

1  V  ~  •  ’  ' 


fo  far  as  his  voice  went,  fhouM 
have  what  was  reafonable  ;  and  he 
was  fo  well  convinced  that  fhe 
would  be  fatisfled,  that  he  did  not 
entertain  the  fmalleft  apprehenflon 
on  that  fubjeft. 

He  concluded,  upon  the  whole, 
that  our  fituation  was  not  by  any 
means  fo  lamentable  as  it  had  been 
defcribed  ;  that  it  was  much  more 
fecure  and  refpeCtable  at  prefent, 
than  it  had  been  at  the  fame  feafon 
of  the  preceding  year ;  our  fleet 
was  much  ftronger,  and  likely  to 
be  foon  conflderably  augmented  ; 
though  he  would  not  encourage  too 
fanguine  expectations,  he  enter¬ 
tained  ffrong  hopes  that  the  en- 
fuing  fpring  would  open  a  bril¬ 
liant  campaign ;  and  inflead  of 
thofe  fuppofed  fymptoms  of  dan¬ 
ger,  which  were  faid  to  keep  man¬ 
kind  at  a  diftance,  we  fnewed  fuch 
a  fulnefs  of  ftrength,  and  growing 
vigour  of  preparation,  that  no 
power  in  Europe  could  hefltate,  on 
that  account,  at  making  a  common 
caufe  with  us. 

He  obferved,  with  regard  to  the 
propofed  amendment,  that  the  lan-, 
guage  it  contained  was  ftridly par¬ 
liamentary.  It  was  the  duty,  as 
well  as  the  right  of  parliament,  to 
caufe  the  removal  of  evil  minifters ; 
but  juftice  required,  that  proof 
fhould  ftrft  be'  made  of  their  delin¬ 
quency.  To  remove  the  fervants 
of  the  crown,  without  affigning 
any  caule  for  it ;  or  attributing  to 
them,  without  evidence  or  trial, 
thofe  errors  or  crimes,  which  on 
trial  would  not  be  found  imputa¬ 
ble  to  them,  would  be  equally  ua. 
juft  and  unprecedented.  There¬ 
fore,  though  he  admitted,  to  the 
full  eft  extent,  the  right  of  that 
lioufe  un  addrefs  the  throne  for  a 
removal  of  minifters  ;  yet,  as  there 

was 
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Was  nothing  fpecifically  charged 
againd  them  in  the  amendment, 
he  mud  certainly  oppofe  it  on  prin¬ 
ciple  ;  much  lefs  could  it  be  fup- 
pofed  that  he  would  agree  to  the 
implied  cenfure  upon  himfelf, 
which  was  included  in  the  general 
requifition  for  new  c-ounfels  and 
new  counfellors. 

One  of  the  abled  advocates  on 
the  fame  fide  obferved,  that  the 
addrels  was  totally  unexceptiona¬ 
ble  in  all  its  parts  ;  that  it  went 
no  farther  in  its  tendency  than  to 
carry  up  to  the  throne,  thofe  cx- 
preffions  of  duty  and  affection, 
which  had  ever  been  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  parliament,  in  their  an- 
fwer  to  the  fpeech  of  the  fove- 
reign.  There  was  not  a  word  in 
the  addrefs,  which  could  imply 
that  parliament  pledged  itfelf  to 
the  fupport  of  any  particular  mea- 
fure,  or  to  oppofe  or  protect  any 
particular  defcription  of  men. 
Along  with  the  ufual  terms  of 
refped:  it  contained  nothing  more, 
than  a  general  profeffion  of  union, 
on  the  common  principle  of  felf- 
defence. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  amend¬ 
ment,  according  to  the  explana¬ 
tions  which  had  been  given  in  its 
fupport,  implied  a  requifition, 
not  only  that  his  majeity  would 
difmifs  all  his  counfellors,  whe¬ 
ther  guilty  cr  guiltlefs,  old  or 
new  ;  but  that  he  would  go  ftill 
farther,  and  adopt  an  entirely 
new  fyltem  of  government.  On 
this  he  obferved,  that  the  condi  - 
tution  had  placed  the  executive 
power  of  this  government  in  the 
fovereign,  the  official  funftions 
of  which  are  performed  by  per- 
fons  of  his  appointment,  each  of 
whom  is  perfonally  refponhble  for 


his  condinfl  in  office.  It  was  ab- 
folutely  neceflary,  he  faid,  for 
preferring  the  due  equilibrium 
prefcribed  by  the  confritution, 
that  the  prince  ffiould  have  free 
liberty  to  appoint  thofe  perfons 
to  the  various  executive  offices, 
who  appeared  to  him  the  moft 
proper  to  fill  them  ;  otherwife  tins 
government  would  degenerate  into 
an  ariftocracy,  and  affume  the 
word  vices,  without  the  virtues, 
of  a  republic.  If  the  prince  were 
debarred  of  fuch  a  choice,  either 
the  nobles  would  acquire  a  mod 
dangerous  afeendanev  over  the 
crown,  or  the  commons,  encir¬ 
cling  the  throne,  like  a  fpiders 
web,  with  a  miniftry  of  their 
own  choofing,  would  throw  every 
thing  into  anarchy  and  confu- 
iion,  and  reduce  us  to  the  word 
ancLmod  defpicable  date  of  go¬ 
vernment. 

Neither  the  courfe  of  reafon- 
ing,  the  arguments,  or  the  affier- 
tions  of  the  minifter,  were  fuffi- 
cient  to  afford  any  fatisfadlion  to 
the  other  fide.  They  obferved, 
that  with  his  ufual  ingenuity,  he 
had  converted  the  heavied  charges 
againd  his  conduct,  into  the 
means  of  aftual  defence.  The 
criminal  negleft  and  fatal  decline 
of  the  navy  under  his  adminiftra- 
tion,  illuftrated  and  proved  by 
its  acknowledged  inferiority,  and 
late  indelible  difgrace,  afforded  a 
charge  of  fo  alarming  and  capital 
a  nature,  that  it  feemed  to  lay  him 
under  an  indifpenhble  neceffity  of 
diewing,  either,  that  it  had  not 
declined,  or  that  the  grants  af¬ 
forded  by  parliament  were  not  ad¬ 
equate  to  its  fupport.  But  with¬ 
out  the  fmalled  trouble  of  that 
fort,  the  minider  applies  that 

[d]  2  very 
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very  inferiority,  which  conflitutes 
his  moft  deadly  crime,  to  thejuf- 
tiftcation  of  its  fh  a  rueful  confe- 
quence,  the  fcandalous  flight  of 
the  Britifh  fleet ;  and  tells  us  with 
the  greateil  unconcern,  that  it 
would  have  been  madneis  not  to 
run  away. 

The  noble  lord,  they  fakl,  was 
not  Id’s  ingenious  in  the  excul¬ 
pation  of  other’  parts  of  his  con¬ 
duct.  Adminiftration  were  en¬ 
tirely  guiltlefs  of  all  thofe  ruinous 
ccnfequences,  which  can  only  be 
generated,  by  a  long  conjunction 
of  evil  government  and  political 
folly.  The  common  union  and 
revolt  of  thirteen  colonies,  who 
never  agreed  in  any  thing  elie, 
with  the  lofs  of  Ameiica,  lie  ac¬ 
counts  for  in  one  lhort  fen te nee, 
by  charging  it  to  the  rebellious 
difpofition  of  a  people,  who  had 
ever  been  eminently  diftinguiflied 
for  their  loyalty.  If  we  are 
abandoned,  in  a  manner  unex¬ 
ampled  in  hiftory,  at  this  perilous 
moment,  without  the  alii  fiance  or 
hope  of  a  Angle  ally,  the  mini  her 
comforts  us  with  the  aflurance 
that  it  is  no  fault  of  his,  but  pro¬ 
ceeds  merely  from  the  blind  folly, 
or  flrange  ingratitude  of  other 
powers'.  The  lofs  of  our  Weil- 
India  iflands,  is  by  no  means  to 
be  charged  to  the  indolence  or 
neglebt  of  mini  dry,  but  to  the 
activity  and  impudence  ofD’Ef- 
taing,  who  unexpectedly  took 
them  from  us.  And  if  Ireland 
was  flipping  out  of  our  hands, 
by  a  repetition  of  the  fame  mea- 
fures  and  conduct  which  loll  A- 
merica,  Hill  our  immaculate  mi- 
miters  were  totally  free  from 
blame  ;  for  it  was  eafily  fliewn  by 
this  new  logic,  that  the,  Irifh 
ihemfelves  were  the  caufes  of 


their  own  grievances  and  diflur^ 
bailees.  Such,  they  faid,  was 
the  mode  of  reafoning,  with 
which  miniilers  and  their  advo¬ 
cates,  in  the  prefent  day,  dared 
to  infult  the  underflanding  of 
parliament. 

But  they  demand  proofs  of 
their  incapacity  and  mifeond u<ft. 
Could  any  proofs  upon  earth  ex¬ 
ceed  or  equal,  a  bare  recital  of 
their  acts,  and  cf  the  ccnfequen- 
ces  which, they  produced?  Is  not 
the  unexampled  ruin,  which, 
within  a  few  years,  their  govern¬ 
ment  has  brought  upon  a  coun¬ 
try,  fo  great,  fo  glorious,  and 
fo  fiourifning  as  this  was,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent 
reign,  the  mou  concluflve  poilible 
evidence,  either,  of  the  moll- 
wretched  incapacity,  or  of  wilful 
deflgn  and  treachery.  But  if  e- 
very  other  proof  of  ignorance  and 
incapacity,  and  of  the  neceflity 
of  demanding  from  the  throne. 

o  .... 

the  removal  of  the  prefent  minif- 
ters  and  counfellors,  were  want¬ 
ing,  the  noble  lord  himfelf  had 
jull  fupplied  the  ltrongeit  that 
could  be  given  ;  and  what,  in¬ 
deed,  might  well  fuperfede  all 
other  evidence.  For,  after  the 
long  notice  he  had  received  from 

CD 

that  houfc,  the  repeated  warn¬ 
ings  given  him  by  the  oppofltion, 
and  the  verv  alarming  motives, 
which  every  day  grew  more  ur¬ 
gent,  for  his  making  a  full  and 
immediate  enquiry  into  the  affairs, 
ilate,  and  condition  of  Ireland 
and  duly  weighing  and  conflder- 
iug  the  means,  for  affording  a 
proper  and  adequate  relief  to  . her- 
wants,  and  providing  a  remedy 
for  her  diforders,  he  had  now 
candidly,  but  inadvertently  con- 
felled,  that  he  was  equally  igno¬ 
rant 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  [53 


rant  of  the  wants,  the  diforder, 
and  the  cure.  Could  the  mod 
inveterate  enemy,  faid  they,  have 
urged  a  better  or  ftronger  reafon 

O  O 

for  the  difmiflion  of  a  miniilcr, 
than  was  included  in  that  confef- 
fion  ?  Could  any  other  evidence, 
be  fo  unexceptionable,  or  efta- 
blifh  fo  full  a  conviction  ?  Or, 
after  fuch  a  confeffion,  was  it 
potable  for  that  houfe  to  hefitate 
a  moment  in  voting  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  fuch  a  minilter? 

After  very  long  debates,  in 
which  an  infinite  quantity  and 
variety  of  public  matter  was  can- 
vailed,  the  quefdon  being  put, 
at  a  late  hour,  the  propofed  a- 
mendment  was  rejected  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  233, 
to  134.. 

The  addrefs  was  moved  fir  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords  by  the  Earl 
of  C  heller  field,  and  feconded  by 
Lord  Grantham,  late  ambaftador 
at  the  court  of  Madrid.  The 
amendment  was  moved  for,  and 
fupported  with  great  ability,  by 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham  ; 
who,  in  a  long  fpeech,  took  a 
comprehenfive  view  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  policy  of  the  prefen t  reign,  as 
well  as  of  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  and  public  tranfaftions  of 
the  current  year.  The  debate 
was  fupported,  on  that  fide,  by 
the  Dukes  of  Richmond  and 
Grafton,  the  Earls  of  Shelburne, 
Coventry,  and  Effingham,  with 
the  Lords  Camden,  and  Lyttel¬ 
ton.  On  the  other  fide,  the  two 
great  law  lords  in  office,  the  two 
new  fecretaries  of  Hate,  the  noble 
earl  juft  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
board  of  trade,  and  the  marine 
minifter,  bore  the  weight  of  the 
conteft. 

It  will  be  eafily  feen  from  a 


view  of  the  antagonifts,  that  no 
advantage  could  be  gained  on  ei¬ 
ther  fide,  from  any  defeft  of  ad¬ 
drefs  or  ability  on  the  oppoftte. 
The  debates  were  accordingly  ex¬ 
ceedingly  interefting,  embraced 
a  variety  of  fubjedts  of  the  great- 
eft  importance,  and  were  carried 
on,  without  languor,  through  a 
length  of  time  very  unufual  in 
that  houle.  Among  other  mat¬ 
ters,  the  affairs  of  Ireland  were 
much  agitated ;  and  much  un¬ 
qualified  cenfure  paft  upon  that 
criminal  n eg! eft,  as  it  was  called, 
to  which  their  prefen t  dangerous 
fituation  was  attributed.  But  no 
part  of  our  recent  public  ccnduft, 
underwent  a  more  critical  invef- 
tigation,  or  was  more  feverely 
condemned,  than  what  related  to 
the  difpofition  and  government  of 
the  army  within  the  kingdom, 
and  to  the  means  of  defence  a- 
dopted,  or  fuppofed  to  be  neg- 
lefted,  during  the  fummer.  On 
this  ground,  the  charges  were  fo 
numerous,  fo  direftly  applied, 
and  fupported  with  fuch  ability 
and  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft, 
particularly  by  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  that  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  that  department,  not- 
withftanding  his  habitual  coolnefs 
and  command  of  temper,  could 
not  but  feel  fome  embarrafment ; 
and  indeed  it  would  have  requir¬ 
ed  fuch  habits  of  argument,  and 
fuch  a  portion  of  eloquence,  as 
are  not  often  acquired  by,  nor 
frequently  the  lot  of  military 
men,  to  have  fuccefsfully  refifted 
their  effeft,  and  entirely  effaced 
the  imprelfion  which  they  made. 
As  the  charge  of  an  undue 
fyllem  of  government,  and  the 
ftriftures  upon  the  general  policy 
of  the  prefent  reign,  were  prin¬ 
ts]  3  cipally 
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cipaliy  made  in  that  houfe,  the 
matters  arifmg  from  thofe  fub- 
jeds,  were,  of  courfe,  more  par¬ 
ticularly  canvaffed  there  ;  and 
brought  out  much  fe verity  and 
bitternefs  of  reply.  The  lords  in 
adminiftration,  beiides  an  abfo- 
lute  contradidion  or  denial  of 
every  thing  advanced  on  that 
ground,  exprefted  the  utmoft  af- 
tonifhment,  at  the  new  and  ex¬ 
traordinary  language  now  held. 
They  faid,  that  the  propofed 
amendment,  along  with  the  com¬ 
ments  and  explanations  by  which 
it  was  attended,  were  replete  with 
inventive,  and  in  reality  a  kind 
of  libel  upon  government.  That 
nothing  could  be  mere  fallacious 
or  invidious,  than  the  contrail 
drawn,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  was  applied,  between  the  de¬ 
gree  of  power,  profperity,  and 
pre-eminence,  attributed  to  the 
nation  at'  the  time  of  his  majef- 
ty's  acceffion,  and  the  misfortune 
or  danger  of  the  prefent  period,  ' 
It  mult  indeed,  they  faid,  be 
acknowledged,  however  it  might 
be  regretted,  that  too  many  of 
the  unfortunate  fads  hated  on  the 
other  fide,  were  too  well  efta- 
blifhed  to  be  controverted ;  but 
the  dedudion  drawn  from  thefe 
premifes,  that  our  public  misfor- 
tunes  were  imputable  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifters,  did  not  by  any 
means  follow.  It  would  have 
been  more  ingenuous  to  have  at¬ 
tributed  thefe  misfortunes,  in  a 
very  great  degree,  to  our  internal 
divifions,  and  to  that  incautious 
and  violent  language,  which  was 
too  frequently  held  in  parliament. 
But  if  they  were  imputable  to 
the  prefent  adminiilration,  they 
were  equally  fo  to  every  other 
during  the  prefent  reign.  Dead 


and  living  minifters,  thofe  now 
in  opposition,  as  well  as  thofe  in 
cilice,  mull  all  bear  an  equal 
fhare  of  the  blame.  There  was 
fcarcely  a  lord,  on  the  fame  fide 
with  the  noble  marquis  who  mov¬ 
ed  the  amendment,  who  had  not 
been  a  member  of  one  adminiftra- 
tion  or  other  within  that  period. 
They  had  all  a  fhare  in  thofe 
public  meafures,  and  in  the  fup- 
port  of  that  fyftem,  as  it  is  affed- 
ed  to  be  called,  which  they  now 
fo  bitterly  inveigh  againfl.  "  Even 
the  forbidden  ground  of  America, 
which  is  execrated  as  the  fource 
of  all  our  evils  and  Calamities, 
has  been  indifferently  trodden  by 
every  adminiilration  fmce  the 
year  1763. 

The  prefent  miniffers  had  net 
ther  paffed  or  repealed  the  ffamp 
aft.  They  had  not  laid  on  thofe 
American  duties,  by  which  the 
feeds  of  the  prefent  rebellion  were 
fir  ft  fowed.  And,  whatever  the 

meafures  were,  good  or  bad,  wife 
or  unwife,  which  they  purfued, 
they  only  followed  up  the  line, 
which  had  already  been  chalked 
put  for  them  by  their  predecef, 
fors,  Why  then,  this  fudden  and 
violent  cry,  “  of  new  counfels 
and  new  counfellors  ?”  Or  what 
was  meant  by  new  counfels  ?  It 
was  evident  from  the  fpeech  beT 
fore  them,  that  the  objed  of  the 
prefent  fyftem  of  government,  was 
to  purfiie  the  war  with  vigour  and 
effed  :  would  the  noble  marquis 
and  his  friends  have  that  fyftem 
changed?  Did  they  wifti  to” have 
it  carried  on  with  the  reverfe  of 
vigour  ?  Would  they  recommend 
to  have  it  followed  with  weaknefs, 
and  conduded  without  fpirit  ? 
If  not,  what  was  the  intent  op 
purpofe  of  new  counfels  ? 


To 
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To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that 
fuppofmg  the  fa<5ts  to  be  fairly 
ftated,  (which  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  in  any  degree  the  cale)  it 
was  a  new  and  extraordinary  mode 
of  defence,  to  bring  the  errors, 
vices,  or  crimes  of  former  minif- 
ters,  whether  dead  or  living,  in 
exculpation  of  the  erroneous  con- 
dudl,  and  deftru6tive  meafures  of 
the  prefent.  It  muft  afford  much 
fatisfaflion  to  the  public,  and  be 
a  matter  of  great  comfort  in  their 
prefent  diftreffes,  to  be  inform¬ 
ed,  that  their  minifters  had  only 
obftinately  perfevered,  in  defpite 
of  reafon,  warning,  and  ex¬ 
perience,  in  following  up  to 
the  final  extremity  of  ruin,  to 
foreign  and  domeftic  war,  and 
to  the  diflevering  of  the  empire, 
certain  meafures  of  abfurdity  and 
evil,  which  had  been  either 
dreamed  of  in  theory,  or  attempt¬ 
ed  in  pra&ice,  by  fome  of  their 
predeceffors.  It  was,  indeed,  ra¬ 
ther  unlucky,  that  it  was  only  in 
fuch  inllances,  that  they  ever  at¬ 
tempted  to  profit  by  example. 
Upon  other  occafions,  the  maxims 
and  conduct  of  their  predeceficrs 
went  for  nothing.  When  it  fuit- 
ed  their  own  views,  or  the  pur- 
pofes  of  the  arbitrary  fyftem  un¬ 
der  which  they  adted,  they  not 
only  readily  over-ftepped  all  an- 
tient  and  eftabliftied  rules  of  go¬ 
vernment,  but  they  could  with 
as  much  eafe,  make  long  ftrides 
beyond  the  limits  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  itfelf.  But  they  wholly  de¬ 
nied  the  univerfality  of  the  charge 
on  all  the  minifters  of  this  reign. 
Some  of  them  had  no  ihare  in 
thofe  meafures,  except  in  cor¬ 
recting  the  ill  confequences  of 
them  arid  none  but  the  prefent 
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minifters  perfevered  in  diredl  op- 
poiition  to  all  experience. 

The  late  refignations  and  ap- 
pointments  afforded  an  opportunity  . 
to  the  oppofition  for  much  animad- 
verfion  and  fome  fatire.  They 
attributed  the  refignation  of  the 
lord  prefident  of  the  council,  to 
his  difdain  of  continuing  any 
longer  in  office  with  men,  who 
he  found  totally  incapable  of  con 
ducting  the  public  bulinefs,  and 
of  aCting  up  to  any  fixed  rule  or 
principle  of  condudt.  The  re¬ 
cent  bringing  in  of  a  noble  lord, 
to  a  fhort  epiftle  of  whofc  writing 
when  formerly  in  office,  they  di- 
reCtly  charged  the  lofs  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  was  feverely  cenfured  in 
both  houfes,  as  a  meafure  which 
tended  to  render  all  reconcilia¬ 
tion  with  the  colonies  ftill  more 
defperate. 

But  the  fpirit  of  that  fyftem, 
they  faid,  which  had  fo  long  go¬ 
verned,  and  fo  long  difgraced  our 
public  counfels,  was  peculiarly 
operative  in  the  bufinefs  of  ap¬ 
pointments.  When  the  meafures, 
which  eventually  led  to  the  lofs 
of  America,  were  firft  planned 
under  that  fatal  fyftem,  it  had 
been  thought  proper  to  create  a 
new  office,  under  the  title  of  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  for  the  colonies, 
in  order  to  give  a  fuppofed  de 
gree  of  weight,  and  the  greater 
eclat,  to  the  intended  proceed¬ 
ings.  And  now,  in  the  fulnefs 
of  the  fame  fpirit,  and  according 
to  the  true  wifdom  of  that  fyftem, 
when  we  have  no  colonies  to  take 
care  of,  and  that  America  no 
longer  forms  a  part  of  the  Britiih 
empire,  it  is  thought  neceffary  to 
create  or  renew  another  high  and 
expenfive  office,  by  adding,  to 
[/)]  4  the 
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the  fecretary  of  hate  for  that  de¬ 
partment,  a  firft  lord  of  trade  and 
plantations. 

The  defection  of  a  young-  no- 
pieman,  who  then  pofteffed,  and 
had  for  feme  years  held,  a  fine- 
cure  office  of  confiderable  emolu¬ 
ment  and  diftinftion,  and  who 
had  constantly  been  one  of  the 
warmeft,  and  mod  able  advocates 
of  adminift ration  in  that  houfe, 
was  not  more  a  matter  of  obfer- 
yation  or  furprize,  than  the  ex¬ 
ceeding  feverity  of  cenfure,  and 
bittern  efs  of  language,  which 
marked  his  expofure  and  condem¬ 
nation  of  their  conduct  and  mea- 
fures.  Such  a  defertion,  at  fuch 
a  period,  and  fo  untoward  a  di- 
redlion  of  abilities,  of  no  ordi¬ 
nary  form,  might  well  have  been 
confidered  as  ominous  to  admi- 
ni fixation 5  if  the  fudden  death 
of  this  nobleman,  which  happen¬ 
ed  almoft  immediately  after,  had 
not  put  an  end  to  all  expe&ation 
and  appreheinion  in  that  refpedt, 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put,  at  half  after  one  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  the  amendment  was 
rejected,  upon  a  diviflon,  by  a 
majority  of  juft  two  to  one  ;  the 
numbers  being  82  to  41.  The 
addrefs  was  then  carried  without 
a  divifion. 

The  debate  of  this  day  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  was  diftin- 
guiflied  by  a  eircumftance,  at  that 
time,  rather  unufual  in  parlia¬ 


ment,  The  reprefen  tation  of 
fomething  in  the  news-papers, 
which  had  fallen  from  Mr. 
Charles  Fox  in  his  fpeech,  and 
which  was  palled  over  at  the  time 
without  any  particular  notice,  af¬ 
fording  fonie  diiTatisfa&ion  to  Mr. 
Adam,  another  member,  lie 
thought  it  neceflary  to  require  of 
the  former  gentleman,  a  public 
difavowal  and  contradiction  of  it, 
through  the  fame  vehicles  of  in¬ 
telligence  in  which  it  had  ap¬ 
peared*  This  requiiition  or  de¬ 
mand,  being  deemed  highly  im¬ 
proper  by  Mr.  Fox,  he  absolutely 
refufed  a  conceffion,  which  he 
thought  it  would  be  inconfiftent 
with  his  char  after  to  make.  The 
confequence  was,  a  meifage  from 
Mr,  Adam,  and  a  duel  with  pif- 
tols  in  Hyde  Park,  in  which 
Mr.  Fox  was  wounded.  The 
novelty  of  the  affair  would,  in 
any  cafe,  have  excited  much  cu~ 
riofitv ;  and  this  was  not  only 
greatly  increafed,  but  blended 
with  fcarcely  a  lefs  degree  of  anx¬ 
iety,  through  the  intereft  which 
the  public  took  in  the  life  of  that 
gentleman.  At  the  fame  time, 
that  the  affair  being  generally  at¬ 
tributed,  rather  to  the  animofity 
or  views  of  party,  than  to  the 
often  fib  I  e  motives,  fo  it  contri¬ 
buted  not  a  little,  to  fpreaa  and 
inflame  that  fpirit  without  doors, 
from  which  it  was  fuppofed  to 
have  originated  within.  * 


*  For  the  particulars  of  this  duel,  fee  the  chronicle  part  of  our  jaft  volume, 
pge  *35, 


CHAP, 
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Vote  of  cenfure  a  gain f  minifers ,  relative  to  their  conduit  <ivifh  refpeSl  to 
Ireland ,  moved  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne.  Debates  on  the  queficn. 
Part  taken  by  the  late  lord  -proficient  of  the  council.  Motion  rejected 
upon  a  divifion.  Similar  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  Earh 
of  Upper  OJfory .  Defence  of  adminifiration.  Animadvirfion .  Mo¬ 
tion  rejected  upon  ci  divifion.  Motion  by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  for  art 
ceconomical  reform  of  the  civil  lift  eft abli foment.  Motion .  aftep *  con- 

fderable  debates ,  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Minijler  opens  Ms  p  ropofi- 
tions,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  affording  relief  to  Ireland.  Agreed 
to  r, without  oppofition.  I vjo  bills  accordingly  brought  in,  and  pajfed 
before  the  recefs.  E'hird  bill  to  lie  open  till  after  the  holidays.  Earl 
of  Shelburne’s  motion  relative  to  j. he  extraordinaries  of  the  army  ;  and 
introductory  to  a  farther  reform  in  the  public  expenditure.  Motion  re¬ 
jected  on  a  divifion.  Notice  given  of  a  fecond  intended  motion ,  and  the 
lords  fummoned  for  the  %th  of  February.  Letters  of  thanks  from  the 
city  of  London  to  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne , 
for  their  attempts  to  introduce  a,  reform  in  the  public  expenditure  ;  and 
fimilar  letters  fent  to  his  royal  highnefs  the  Duke  of  Cumberland,  and  to 
all  the  other  lords  voho  fupported  the  tvoo  late  ?notio?is.  Mr.  Burke 
gives  notice  of  his  plan  of  public  reform  a?id  aconomy ,  vchich  he  frepofes 
bringing  forvoard  after  the  recefs. 


AS  the  affairs  of  Ireland  held  a 
principal  place  in  ppint  of 
importance,  fo  they  took  the  lead 
in  the  bulinefs  of  the  prefent  fef- 
p.  a  fion.  The  lubjecl  was 
ec.  l  ,  brought  forward  in 
the  Houfe  of  Lords,  where  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  prefaced  an  in¬ 
tended  and  avowed  vote  of  cen¬ 
fure  on  minilfers,  by  fhewing 
from  the  journals,  that  their  ad- 
drefs,  which  had  been  moved,  for 
by  a  noble  marquis,  and  unani¬ 
mously  palled  on.  the  i  ith  of  May 
laffc,  had  llrongly  recommended 
to  his  majefly’s  moft  ferious  con¬ 
sideration,  the  diftreifed  and  im- 
poverilhed  hate  of  that  loyal  and 
well-deferving  people  ;  at  the 
fame  time  requiring,  that  fuch 
documents,  relative  to  the  trade 
and  manufactures  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  Ireland  might  be  laid  be- 
6 


fore  them,  as  would  enable  the 
national  wifdom  to  purfue  effec 
tual  meafures  for  the  common  in- 
tereft  of  both  kingdoms  ;  and 
likewife,  that  the  anfwer,  re¬ 
turned  from  the  throne  on  the 
following  day,  was  entirely  con- 
fonant  to  the  ideas  and  requilition 
held  out  in  the  addrefs. 

He  then  referred  to  the  addrefs 
which  he  had  himfelf  moved  for, 
and  which  had  been  rejected  by 
a  great  majority  on  the  fecorid  of 
the  following  June,  which  re¬ 
flated  the  necefuty  of  giving 
fpeedy  and  effectual  relief  to  Ire¬ 
land,  and  offered  the  full  co¬ 
operation  of  that  houfe  for  the 
purpofe  ;  at  the  fame  time  recom¬ 
mending,  that  if  the  royal  prero¬ 
gative,  as  veiled  in  the  throne  by 
the  conflitution,  was  not  adequate 
to  the  adminiflering  of  the  relief 

wanted. 
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wanted,  that  his  majefty  would 
be  pleafed  to  continue  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  this  kingdom  fitting,  and 
give  orders  forthwith,  for  calling 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  in  or¬ 
der  that  their  juft  complaints 
might  be  fully  coniidered,  and 
remedied  without  delay. 

He  obfervfcd,  with  refpetl  to 
the  fiift-rntnitioned  addrefs,  that 
It  contained,  in  its  original  ftate, 
as  framed  by  the  noble  marquis, 
an  implied  and  juft  cenfure  on 
minifters,  for  their  fo  long  and  lb 
fhamefully  negle&ing  the  imme¬ 
diate  concerns  of  our  lifter  ifland, 
and  in  fo  doing,  endangering  the 
union,  and  facrificing  the  profpe- 
rity  of  both  kingdoms.  That 
the  noble  earl,  then  at  the  head 
of  his  majefty’ s  counfels,  propos¬ 
ed  an  amendment,  by  which  the 
cenfure  was  omitted,  and  the  ad- 
drefs  reduced  to  its  prefent  form. 
That,  although  the  amendment  did 
not  meet  the  ideas  of  many  lords  ©n 

J 

that  iide  of  the  houfe,  any  m  ore  than 
his  own,  yet  they  agreed  to  ac¬ 
cept  of  it,  left  their  rigid  adhe¬ 
rence  to  the  original  terms  of  the 
addrefs,  fhould  produce  the  abfo- 
lute  rejection  of  the  whole.  They 
beheld  a  people  already  driven  to 
the  verge  of  defpair,  and  they 
could  not  look  forward,  without 
the  greateft  apprehension,  to  the 
fatal  confequences  which  were  to 
be  expected,  from  the  rejection, 
by  a  majority  in  that  houfe,  of 
any  propofal,  which,  at  fo  criti¬ 
cal  a  period,  carried  even  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  being  in  their  favour. 

That  the  noble  framer  of  the 
addrefs,  with  feyeral  other  lords 
on  that  fide,  in  .contenting  to  the 
modification,  which  extracted  the 
fling  againft  minifters,  did  it  ex 
preisiy  on  the  condition,  that  its 
great  object,  the  obtaining  of  ef¬ 


fectual  and  immediate  relief  for 
Ireland,  was  to  be  fixed  and  in 
violable.  He  then  obferved,  that 
a  fimilar  addrefs  had  on  the  fame 
day  been  palled  by  the  Houfe  of 
Commons ;  fo  that  thefe  two  ad- 
dr  effes,  with  the  anfvvers  from  the 
throne  to  both,  held  out  the  full 
concurrence  of  every  part  of  the 
legiflature  in  granting  the  propof- 
ed  relief. 

Thus,  he  faid,  a  new  sera  was 
commenced  in  the  affairs  of  Ire¬ 
land.  This  furnilhed  a  ground 
of  hope,  and  even  of  certainty  to 
that  kingdom.  But  what  muft  her 
indignation  and  refentment  be, 
when  fhe  difcovered  that  her  hopes 
were  totally  unfounded ;  and  that 
no  reliance  could  be  placed  on 
any  fanftion,  however  folemn  or 
facred,  held  out  by  the  Britifh 
legillature  ?  Three  weeks  had 
elapfed,  without  a  fingle  ftep  be¬ 
ing  taken,  or  a  fingle  meafure 
adopted,  which  could  tend  to  the 
propofed  bufmefs.  That,  in  or¬ 
der,  if  poffible,  to  prevent -the 
fatal  and  inevitable  effects  of  fuch 
a  conduft,  he  had  himfelf,  on  the 
2d  of  June,  moved  for  that  fe- 
cond  addrefs  which  had  been  juft 
read.  The  minifters  fct  their 
faces  direftly  againft  the  remedy, 
which  their  own  faults  had  ren¬ 
dered  neceffary.  The  latenefs  of 
that  feafon,  the  wafte  of  v/hich 
conftituted  no  fmall  part  of  their 
crime,  was  the  oftenfible  argu¬ 
ment  which  unhappily  prevailed 
in  that  houfe  to  the  rejection  of 
his  motion  ;  and  thus  the  fate  of 
Ireland  was,  by  a  Britilh  miniftry 
and  parliament,  committed  to 
fortune,  chance,  or  accident. 

The  fituation  and  circumftanees 
of  that  country  were  at  the  time 
lingular.  She  had  long  maintain¬ 
ed,  for  internal  defence  and  fe- 
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ctirity,  a  great  military  force,  at 
an  expence  which  exceeded  her 
ability.  Of  this,  contrary  to 
royal  faith  and  compact,  fhe  had 
been  flripped,  for  the  fupport  of 
the  American  war;  a  conted  in 
which  llie  had  no  other  national 
concern,  than  a  well  founded  caufe 
of  apprehenhon,  that  the  princi¬ 
ple  from  which  it  had  generated, 
would,  in  the  next  inflance,  be 
applied  to  the  fubverfion  of  her 
own  conftitution.  Struggling,  as 
fhe  had  been  before,  under  long 
continued  oppreffion,  this  addi¬ 
tional  misfortune  was  decilive.  For 
to  crown  the  climax,  in  this  flate 
of  weaknefs,  fhe  was  known  to  be 
the  marked  object  of  hofdle  in- 
vafion  from  our  powerful  and  in¬ 
veterate  enemies. 

Still,  however,  fhe  thought  that 
the  v  ifdom  andjuflice  of  a  Bri- 
tifh  parliament,  would  afford  full 
redrefs  to  her  dcmeflic  evils ;  and 
that,  deprived  as  fhe  was  of  her 
internal  llrength,  in  the  fupport 
of  our  quarrel,  the  power  of  this 
country  would  be  her  fare  protec¬ 
tion  again#  the  dehgns  of  the  ene¬ 
my.  But  the  time  was  now  ar¬ 
rived,  which  was  to  fhew  her 
hopes  to  be  equally  delufive  in 
both  refpeds.  After  appearances, 
which  feemed  only  intended  as  a 
mockery  of  her  diftrefs,  every  pro- 
fped  of  relief  was  finally  clofed 
by  the  rifing  of  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment.  On  the  ether  hand,  as  to 
the  point  of  defence,  the  mini- 
flers  told  them  plainly  they  mull 
take  care  of  themftdves ;  they 
would  fpare  them  fome  arms;  but 
as  to  protection ,  they  acknowledg¬ 
ed  openly,  and  pleaded,  inability. 

Thus  expofed,  defencelefs,  and 
abandoned,  Ireland  was  reduced  to 
the  fimple  alternative,  of  either 


pcrifhing,  or  of  finding  the  means 
of  prefervation  within  herfelf. 
Through  the  public  fpirit,  and 
gallantry  of  her  fons,  fhe  was  hap¬ 
pily  faved.  With  a  peculiar  mag¬ 
nanimity,  the  mod  divided  people 
in  the  univerfe,  inifantly  forgot 
all  their  differences,  and  united 
as  one  man  to  ward  off  the  im¬ 
pending  deflrudion  of  their  coun¬ 
try.  The  miracle  in  this  in¬ 
flance,  could  only  be  equalled  by 
that  which  minifters  had  already- 
produced,  in  the  union  of  the 
thirteen  American  colonies.  Above 
forty  thoufand  men  were  already 
arrayed,  officered,  and  formed 
into  regular  bodies.  This,  al¬ 
ready  formidable,  and  daily  in- 
creafmg  force,  was  not  compofed 
of  mercenaries  who  had  no  intereff 
in  the  caufe  for  which  they  arm¬ 
ed  ;  it  was  compofed  of  the  no¬ 
bility,  gentry,  merchants,  refped- 
able  citizens,  and  fubftantial  far¬ 
mers  ;  men  who  had  each  a  flake 
to  lofe ;  and  who  were  willing 
and  able  to  devote  their  time,  and 
a  part  of  their  property,  to  the 
defence  of  the  whole. 

By  this  union,  and  exertion  of 
native  llrength  and  fpirit,  all  ideas 
of  invajion  were  effectually  erafed 
from  the  defigns  of  the  enemy. 
But  the  Irifh  became  feniible  at 
the  fame  time,  of  the  refped  due 
to  that  internal  force,  which,  un 
til  it  was  called  forth  through  the 
weaknefs  of  government,  they 
were  unconfciousofpoffefling.  The 
means  were  in  their  hands ;  and 
they  feized  the  occafion  with  that 
fpirit  and  wifdom,  which  fhewed 
they  were  worthy  of  whatever  ad¬ 
vantages  it  was  capable  of  afford¬ 
ing. 

In  thefe  circumllances,  Ireland 
only  aded  the  part,  which  every 

thinking 
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thinking1  man  muft  have  forefeen. 


The  government  had  been  abdi¬ 
cated,  and  the  people  refumed  the 
powers  veiled  in  it ;  a  meafure  in 
which  they  were  j  unified,  by 
every  principle  of  the  conftita- 
tion,  and  every  motive  of  felf-pre- 
fervation.  But  being  now  in  full 
poffeffiion,  they  wifely  and  firmly 
determined,  that  in  again  dele¬ 
gating  this  inherent  power,  they 
would  have  it  fo  regulated,  and 
placed  upon  fo  found  and  liberal 
a  bad s,  as  would  eife&ually  pre¬ 
vent  a  repetition  of  thofe  oppref- 
Sons  which  they  had  fo  long  ex¬ 
perienced. 

Their  parliament,  u  fit  ally  at  the 
devotion  of  the  court,  found  itfelf, 
for  once,  obliged  to  conform  to  the 
univerfal  fentimynts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  late  addrefs  to  the 
throne  from  both  Houfes  of  the 
Irifh  parliament  declares,  that  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  a  free  trade,  could 
Cave  that  country  from  certain 
ruin.  This  was  the  united  voice 
of  that  kingdom,  and  conveved 

O  "  J 

through  its  proper  conititutional 
organs ;  there  was  but  one  dif- 
fenting  voice  in  both  Houfes. 
AH  orders  and  degrees  of  men, 
church  of  England  P  rot  eh  ants, 
and  Roman  Catholics ;  Diffienters, 
and  fehtaries  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions  ;  Whigs  and  T ories ;  place¬ 
men,  penfi  oners,  and  country 
gentlemen  ;  Englifhmen  by  birth, 
all  join  in  one  voice,  and  concur 
in  one  opinion,  for  a  free  trade. 
But  however  guarded  and  tem- 

o 

perate  the  language  held  by  the 
Irifh  parliament  upon  that  fob- 
jedf  may  be  in  their  addrefs,  the 
public  at  large,  in  that  country, 
were  by  no  means  difpofed  to  con- 
lider  the  freedom  of  trade  as  a 
matter  of  favour  or  affiedtion  ;  on 


the  contrary,  their  eves  were 
now  opened  in  inch  a  manner, 
that  they  viewed  it  as  a  natural, 
inherent,  inalienable  right ;  and 
as  it  is  natural  to  men,  to  Pry  rom 
any  extreme  to  its  oppohte,  they 
do  not  by  any  means  flop  there  ; 
they  not  only  call  in  queffiion,  but 
they  abfolutely  deny,  the  right  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  to  bind 
that  country  in  any  cafe  what¬ 
ever  ;  and  upon  that  principle, 
have  actually  freighted  a  veffcl 
with  woollen  goods  for  a  foreign 
market,  in  order,  that  upon  the 
hop  page,  or  refund  of  clearance 
by  the  cuhom  houfe.  the  queffiion 
might  be  brought  to  an  iffue  in  the 

O  O 

common  courts  of  law. 

It  was  obvious,  that  at  the  time 
the  noble  marquis  moved  the  fir  ft 
addrefs,  very  moderate  concefhons 
would  have  afforded  a  full  grati-- 
fi cation  to  Ireland  ;  that  fhe  would 
have  thankfully  received  them, 
both  as  a  proof  of  prefent  affec¬ 
tion,  and  as  an  earned  of  further 
favour,  when  a  more  aufpicious 
feafon  fhould  prefent  a  happier  op¬ 
portunity  ;  and  all  who  know  the 
character .  of  that  country  would 
acknowledge,  that  with  fuch  a 
proof  of  our  kindnefs  and  good 
difpofition,  fhe  would  have  dif- 
dained  to  prefs  us,  during  the 
time  of  our  troubles  and  difficul¬ 
ties,  for  any  thing  more,  than, 
what  her  own  neceffiities  rendered 
indifpeniibly  and  immediately  ne- 
ceffarv. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  equal¬ 
ly  evident,  that  through  the  oh- 
ftinacy  of  minihers,  no  lefs  than 
their  incapacity,  and  the  con¬ 
tempt  with  which  they  rejected 
the  advice  of  parliament,  the 
happy  feafon  of  conciliation  and 
gratitude,,  was  now  irrecoverably 
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loft  ;  that  whatever  this  country 
now  granted,  (and  much  it  muft 
grant)  would  be  confidered  as  a 
right,  and  not  as  a  favour ;  and 
that  it  became  difficult  to  fay,  as 
it  was  alarming  to  coniider,  what 
might  yet  afford  contentment  to 
that  kingdom.  That,  to  fum  up 
the  whole,  miniiters  had  hr  ft  fa- 
crificed  the  dip-nitv,  and  hazard- 
ed  the  dominion  of  the  crov/n,  by 
reiigning  the  fword,  and  relin- 
cjuifhing  the  government  of  that 
kingdom  ;  and  that  now,  they 
have  reduced  parliament  to  the 
melancholy  dilemma,  either  of 
fubmitting  to  whatever  terms  Ire¬ 
land  might  chufe  to  dictate,  or  to 
the  loffi  of  that  country,  as  well 
as  of  America. 

He  then  moved  a  refoluticn  to 
the  following  purport — That  it 
is  highly  criminal  in  his  majefty’s 
miniiters  to  have  neglefced  taking 
effectual  meafures  for  the  relief  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in  con- 
fecmence  of  the  addrefs  of  this 

X 

Houfe  of  the  i  ith  of  Mav,  and  of 
his  majefty’s  moil  gracious  an- 
fwer ;  and  to  have  fuffered  the  dif- 
contents  of  that  country  to  rife  to 
fuch  a  height  as  evidently  to  en¬ 
danger  the  conftitutional  connec- 
tion  between  the  two  kingdoms, 
and  to  create  new  embarrafmer.ts 
to  the  public  counfels  through  di- 
vifion  and  diffidence,  in  a  moment 
when  real  unanimity,  grounded 
upon  mutual  confidence  and  affec¬ 
tion,  is  confeffedly  effential  to  the 
prefervation  of  what  is  left  of  the 
Britiffi  empire. 

The  want  of  proof  to  fubftan- 
tiate  the  charges  on  which  the 
cenfure  included  in  the  relolution 
was  fuppofed  to  be  founded,  was 
the  ftrong  ground  of  objection  to 
she  motion  taken  on  the  other 


fide.  They  faid  that  the  cenfure 
went  indifcriminately  to  all  his 
majefty’s  minifters  ;  that  it  took 
in  the  dead,  as  well  as  the  living; 
thofe  who  had  retired  from  public 
buftnefs,  as  well  as  thofe  who  had 
not  been  a  week  in  office.  That 
it  would  be  an  aft  of  the  higheit 
injuftice,  in  any  cafe,  to  pafs  fuck 
a  cenfure,  without  the  moil  di¬ 
rect  and  pofitive  evidence.  That 
in  the  prelent  inftance,  there  was 
not  only  a  total  defefl  of  evidence, 
but  the  motion  went  to  the  con¬ 
demnation  of  perfons  who  could 
not  pollibly  be  culpable. 

In  fact,  what  did  the  charge, 
taken  in  its  utmoft  latitude,  amount 
to?  To  no  more  than  this,  that 
parliament  had  defined  minifters 
to  do  fome thing,  which  Tome  of 
their  lordftiips  were  of  opinion 
they  had  not  done.  In  that  cafe, 
t\yo  queftions  arofe  which  muff  be 
neceiikrily  difeufted,  before  any 
determination  could  he  had.  Firfr, 
whether  minifters  had  not  execut¬ 
ed  what  they  had  been  defired? 
Or,  if  they  had  not,  whether 
they  were  blameable  ?  There  .was 
not  the  fmalleft  proof  before 
them,  that  they  had  not  fully 
complied  with  the  intentions  of 
parliament ;  or  if  it  were  granted 
that  they  had  not,  there  was  no¬ 
thing  to  fhew  that  they  could  have 
been  complied  with.  Both  muft 
however  be  proved,  before  the 
Houfe  could,  with  any  colour  of 
reafon  or  juftice,  proceed  to  a 
vote  on  either  fide  of  the  ques¬ 
tion. 

The  papers  on  the  table's  of 
both  Houfes,  they  faid,  would 
fully  ftiew,  that  minifters  had  done 
every  thing  that  lay  with  them  ; 
and  that  inftead  of  being  blame- 
able,  they  were  highly  praife 

worthy. 
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worthy,  for  the  deligence  which 
they  ufed,  in  procuring  every 
kind  of  poffible  information  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  affairs  of  Ireland  for 
the  conlideration  of  parliament. 
So  far  they  went,  and  farther  they 
could  not,  nor  ihould  not  have 
gone.  The  means  of  affording  re¬ 
lief  to  Ireland  lay  folely  with  the 
legiilature.  It  was  a  bufmefs  of 
too  great  a  magnitude  to  come 
within  the  embrace  of  miniders. 
Nor  was  it  a  matter  to  be  taken 
up  lightly,  nor  carried  through 
in  a  hurry,  even  by  parliament. 
It  included  fo  many  arduous  ques¬ 
tions,  relative  to  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  concerns,  and  commercial 
intereds.  of  both  kingdoms,  that 
the  moff  mature  deliberation,  as 
well  as  the  highed  wifdom,  and 
every  degree  of  information  that 
had  been  obtained,  would  be  found 
neeeffary  for  its  final  determina¬ 
tion. 

But  if  any  thing  more  were 
wanting  to  convince  their  lord- 
fhips  that  the  charge  was  ili  found¬ 
ed,  and  that  the  king’s  confiden¬ 
tial  fervants  had  not,  in  the  terms 
of  the  motion,  been  guilty  of  cri* 
minal  negleft,  a  very  few  days 
would  briii?-  an  additional  tefti- 

o 

mony  of  the  unwearied  affiduity 
of  miniders ;  as,  within  that  pe¬ 
riod,  the  noble  miniiier  in  the 
other  Ho ufe  would  bring  forward 
certain  propositions  for  the  relief 
of  Ireland,  being  the  refult  of  that 
information,  which,  during  the 
recefs  of  parliament,  they  had 
employed  themfelves  in  obtaining. 
They  concluded,  that  they  muft 
on  every  ground  oppofe  a  motion, 
which,  if  agreed  to,  could  tend 
only  to  create,  un neeeffary  jea- 
loufies  and  embarrafments,  at  a 
time  when  all  parties  agreed,  that 
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to  promote  union  was  the  fird  ob¬ 
ject  of  every  man  who  wifhed  well 
to  his  country ;  and  were  at  the 
fame  time  themfelves  thoroughly 
convinced,  that  both  the  letter 
and  fpirit  of  the  addreffes  of  the 
1  ith  of  May  had  been  fully  com¬ 
plied  with. 

The  defence  drawn  from  a  de¬ 
feat  of  proof,  was  laughed  at  by 
the  oppofition.  The  neglect 
charged  upon  miniders,  they  faid, 
was  felf-evident.  The  unexampled 
revolution  in  the  affairs,  and  dill 
more  fo  in  the  temper  of.  Ire¬ 
land  ;  the  prefent  diforders  reign¬ 
ing  in  that  country,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  alarm  which  they  have  fpread 
in  this  ;  with  the  new  language 
held  by  the  Iridi  parliament,  and 
that  merely  an  echo  of  the  uni- 
verfal  voice  of  the  people,  eda- 
blifh  a  fund  of  evidence  infinitely 
fuperior  to  any,  which  the  forms 
and  circumdances  of  a  court  of 
law  can  either  require  or  com- 
pafs.  The  Marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham  undertook  to  {hew,  that  the 
non-importation  agreement  in  Ire¬ 
land  was  far  from  general,  and 
only  entered  into  in  fome  parti¬ 
cular  places,  at  the  time  of  mak¬ 
ing:  his  motion  on  the  nth  of 
May.  But  as  loon  as  Ireland  per¬ 
ceived,  that  the  relief  promifed 
by  every  part  of  the  legiilature, 
was  withheld  by  miniders,  the 
non -importation  agreement  be¬ 
came  general ;  and  in  the  fame 
manner,  the  fpirit  of  military  affo- 
ciation,  which  was  before  diredled 
folely  to  defence  againd  a  foreign 
enemy,  affumed  a  new  form  ;  and 
from  thence  looked  forward  to 
compel  that  relief  which  was  de¬ 
nied  ;  an  idea,  which,  while  good 
will  and  good  intentions  appeared 
on  our  part,  had  never  an  exid- 

ence 
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ence  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Ireland.  He  infilled,  that  if  any¬ 
thing  reafonable,  however  mode¬ 
rate,  had  been  done,  when  he  firlt 
moved  the  bufmefs,  or  if  parlia¬ 
ment  had  been  kept  fitting,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  proportion  of  his 
noble  friend,  of  the  2d  of  June 
I all,  that  neither  the  affociations, 
nor  the  non-importation  agree¬ 
ments,  would  have  ever  aifumed 
their  prefent  appearance,  nor  ever 
exilled  in  their  prefent  extent. 

He  then  alked,  whether  their 
lordfhips,  with  fuch  felf-evident 
proofs  before  them,  that  it  was 
perhaps  the  only  meafure  that  could 
extricate  their  country  from  the  pe¬ 
rils  with  which  fhe  was  on  every 
fide  encompafi'ed,  could  hefitate  a 
moment,  in  palling  the  aweful, 
but  highly  necelfarv  cenfure  of 
parliament,  upon  thofe  men,  whofe 
negleft,  or  complicated  folly  and 
treachery,  had  forced  the  Irilh  in- 
to  meafures,  which,  however  ne- 
celiary  and  well  intended,  moll 
clearly  amounted  to  a  fufpenfion, 
if  not  a  fubverlion,  of  all  the 
powers  of  legal  government;  and 
who  had  thus  involved  the  affairs 
of  both  countries  in  fuch  difficul¬ 
ties,  as  were  likely,  without  much 
caution  and  judgment  on  both 
jides,  to  terminate  in  all  the  cala¬ 
mities  and  dangers  of  civil  war? 

He  therefore  exhorted  them  in  the 
mo  ft  urgent  terms  to  agree  to  the 
motion,  as  the  only  method  of  con¬ 
vincing  Ireland,  in  the  frit  in- 
ilance,  of  the  generous  intentions 
of  this  country  towards  her,  and 
that  the  treatment  they  had  expe¬ 
rienced  from  minilters,  by  n#  means 
accorded  with  the  real  fenfe  of  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain,  but 
was  folely  imputable  to  the  crimi¬ 
nal  conduft of  the  king’s  fervants. 
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It  was  evident  that  the  lords  in 
adminillration  wilhed  merely  to  get 
rid  of  the  motion,  without  being 
at  all  difpofed  to  enter  deeply  into 
its  fubjeft,  or  to  difeufs  the  vari¬ 
ous  quellions  which  arofe  from  it. 
The  debate  on  their  fide  was  more 
dry  than  ufual.  This  was  attri¬ 
buted  to  their  having  no  plan  in 
readinefs.  Their  referve  and  back- 
wardnefs  continued,  notwithiland- 
ing  the  call  made  upon  them,  thro* 
the  marked  part  taken  by  Earl 
Gower,  late  prefident  of  the  coun¬ 
cil,  which  contained  expreffions-- 
of  a  nature  unufually  ftrong,  and. 
infinitely  the  flronger,  as  coming 
from  one  fo  lately  of  their  own  ca¬ 
binet,  and  by  no  means  difpofed 
to  aft  in  oppolition  to  the  court. 
Even  this  did  not  oblige  them  to 
quit  that  defenfive  plan,  in  which 
for  the  prefent  they  entrenched 
themfelves. 

That  noble  earl  faid  that  he 
fhould  vote  againll  the  motion  ; 
although  there  did  not  exift  a  tingle 
doubt  in  his  mind,  that  the  cen- 
fure  it  contained  was  not  well 
founded ;  and  that  his  motive  for 
aftlng  fo  direftly  contrary  to  his 
opinion,  was  founded  entirely  upon 
the  great  refpeft  with  which  he  re¬ 
garded  the  decifions  of  that  houfe. 
The  men  who  were  the  ebjeft  of 
public  cenfure,  had  required  a  few 
days  for  their  exculpation,  and  the 
wifdom  and  dignity  of  parliament 
forbid  their  being  refufed  the  fhort 
time  which  they  defired  for  that 
purpofe.  He  was,  for  his  own 
part,  fully  convinced,  that  the 
charge  of  negleft  urged  againll 
them,  was  llriftly  true,  though 
not  yet  quite  evident.  Things 
were  not  yet  ripe  for  proof,  but 
they  would,  he  ventured  to  fay, 
be  fhortly  fo.  He  had  the  good 

fortune 
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fortune  to  unite  the  houfe  laft  fef- 
fion,  upon  the  terms  of  the  addrefs 
to  the  throne  ;  and  was  in  hopes, 
that  fomething  effedual  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  Ireland  would  have  arifen 
from  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
their  lordfhips,  in  the  amendment 
which  he  then  had  the  honour  to 
propofe.  If  nothing  had  firice 
been  done  for  the  relief  of  that 
country,  he  allured  the  houfe  it 
was  not  owing  to  any  fault  of  his ; 
he  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  keep  his  word  ;  he  was 
ready  to  acknowledge,  that  he  had 
folemnly  pledged  himfelf  to  their 
lordfhips  ;  he  thought  himfelf  then 
fully  competent  to*  the  engage¬ 
ment  ;  but  he  mull  now  in  his  own 
juft  ideation  declare,  that  his  efforts 
had  proved  totally  fruitlefs.  It 
was  not  in  his  power,  nor  in  the 
power  of  any  individual,  to  have 
efiqded  the  intended  purpofe. 

The  noble  earl  obferved,  that 
he  had  prelided  for  foifte  years  at 
the  council-table  ;  and  that  he  had 
feen  fuch  things  pafs  of  late,  that 
no  man  of  honour  or  confidence, 
could  any  longer  fit  there.  The 
times  were  fuch  as  called  upon 
every  man  to  fpeak  out :  the  fitua- 
tion  of  thefe  two  kingdoms  at  pre¬ 
fen  t,  particularly  required  fmcerity 
and  activity  in  council.  He  was 
confident,  that  the  refources  of  this 
country  were  equal  to  the  danger¬ 
ous  confederacy  formed  again  ft  us ; 
but  to  profit  by  thole  refources,  to 
give  fuccefs  to  thofe  abilities,  ener¬ 
gy  and  efred  mull  be  reftored  to 
government. 

Such  charges  or  declarations, 
coming  from  fuch  a  quarter,  and 
fo  authorized,  were  fufficiently  a- 
larming  ;  and  it  feemed  not  a  lit¬ 
tle  lingular,  that  they  did  not  bring 
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out  a  fingle  word,  whether  of  ob- 
fervation  or  reply,  on  the-  fide  of 
admin  iftration. 

A  great  law  lord,  who  has  been 
long  fuppofed  to  be  higher  even  in 
favour  and  power  than  in  office, 
had,  in  the  laft  debate,  ftrongly 
recommended  a  coalition  and  union 
of  men  and  of  parties,  as  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  the  falvation  of 
this  country,  in  its  prefent  peril¬ 
ous  circumftances  ;  and  fupported 
his  opinion,  with  his  ufual- ability, 
by  a  reference  to  the  happy  erfeds 
which  proceeded  from  former  coa¬ 
litions,  particularly  with  refped  to 
the  coming  in  of  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  late  war.  The 
tenor,  however,  of  the  whole  pre¬ 
fent  debate  was  fuch,  as  the  wed 
little  difpofition  to  fuch  a  coali¬ 
tion. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the 
motion  was  rejeded  on  a  divifion, 
by  a  majority  of  more  than  two  to 
one,  the  numbers  being  82  to  37. 

The  miniller  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  was  continually  prefied, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  on  the 
fame  fubjed.  He  was  reminded  of 
a  general  obfervation,  fo  current 
without  doors  as  to  become  almoft 
proverbial,  that  miiiiftry  were  con¬ 
stantly  a  day  too  late  in  all  their 
meafures ;  that  what  fhoulcl  be 
done  this  day  and  this  year,  was 
then  fully  pradicable,  and  capa¬ 
ble  of  the  preateft  benefits,  was 
conftantly  deferred  to  the  next  ; 
and  then  vainly  and  difgracefully 
attempted,  when  it  was  become 
utterly  impradicable.  Such,  they 
faid,  had  been  the  condud  of  go¬ 
vernment,  in  every  one  ftep  it  took 
with  regard  to  America ;  and  as 
America  was  loft  by  this  means,  fo 
would  Ireland,  if  fpeedy  and  ef- 

fedive 


HISTORY  O 

fective  meafures,  originating  from 
decifive  counfels,  were  not  imme¬ 
diately  adopted. 

Thus  doubly  preffed  on  the  fub- 
jeCl,  apparently  by  the  demands  of 
oppofition,  and  in  reality  by  the 
ihort  fupply  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  he  gave  notice  on  the 
day  of  that  debate  which  we  have 
juft  dated,  that  he  would,  in  fome- 
thing  more  than  a  week,  move  for 
a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe  to 
enter  upon  that  bufmefs.  He  was 
then  ftrongly  urged  to  give  the 
houfe  forne  information  of  the 
ground  which  he  intended  to  go 
upon  ;  at  lead  fome  general  out¬ 
line  or  idea  of  the  plan  which  he 
had  adopted  for  fettling  the  affairs 
of  Ireland.  He  was  warned,  on 
a  fubject  of  fuch  vad  importance, 
to  lay  by,  what  they  termed,  all 
wonted  modes  of  concealment  and 
furprize  ;  not  to  confider  it  as  a 
party  matter  j  to  remember,  that 
in  a  bufmefs  of  fuch  magnitude, 
and  including  the  mod  effential  in- 
tereds  of  both  kingdoms,  it  was 
neceffary  that  gentlemen  fhould  be 
fully  prepared,  by  the  poffeffion  of 
every  degree  of  previous  informa¬ 
tion,  to  enter  coolly,  deliberately, 
and  decifively  into  the  fubjeCL 
Particularly;  that  the  minidet’s 
plan  or  fyftem  diould  not  be  dif- 
graced,  by  any  doing  and  undo¬ 
ing,  holding  out  and  recanting,  or 
appearance  of  trick  and  chicanery, 
jn  its  progrefs  thfough  the  houfe. 
The  minider  found  the  calls  for  ah 
explanation,  which  he  was  not 
prepared  to  give,  fo  urgent,  and 
his  non-compliance  productive  of 
fo  much  obfervation  and  reflection, 
that  he  was  at  length  under  a  fort 
of  neceffity  of  acknowledging,  that 
the  plan  was  not  as  yet  finally  agreed 
Tot.  XXIII.  ' 
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upon,  and  could  not  therefore  be 
communicated. 

In  a  few  days  after,  a  vote  of 
cenfure  upon  the  miniders  for  their 
conduct  and  ncgleCl  with  fefpeCt  to 
the  affairs  of  Ireland,  and  fimilaf 
to  that  which  had  been  lately  re- 
je&ed  by  the  lords,  was  moved  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  , 

by  the  earl  of  Upper  ec“  * 
Offory,  and  feconded  by  Lord 
Middleton.  As  the  attacks  on  the 
minider  were  here  m6re  immedi¬ 
ately  and  directly  applied  than  in 
the  other  houfe,  fo  his  defence  or 
judification,  including  of  courfe 
that  of  his  colleagues,  was  more 
fully  entered  into  ;  and  Was  in  fa  ft 
very  ably  conducted.  t  . 

In  the  flrd  place  it  was  contend¬ 
ed,  that  the  dldreffes  and  miferies 
of  Ireland  could  not  with  judi.ce 
be  attributed  to  the  prefent,  or  to 
any  late  miniders  of  this  country  ; 
that  her  grievances  originated  ma¬ 
ny  years  fmce  in  the  general  fydem 
ef  our  trade  laws ;  that  the  redric- 
tious  then  laid  on,  arofe  from  a 
narrow,  fhort-flghted  policy;  a 
policy,  which  though  conceived  in 
prejudice,  and  founded  on  igno¬ 
rance,  was  fo  drengthencd  by 
time,  and  confirmed  by  the  habits 
of  a  century,  that  it  feemed  at 
length  wrought  into,  and  become 
a  part  of  our  very  conditution. 
That  the  prejudices  on  that  ground 
were  fo  drong,  both  within  the 
houfe  and  without,  that  the  at¬ 
tempts  made  in  two  preceding  fef- 
fions,  only  to  obtain  a  moderate 
relaxation  of  the  redriClions  with" 
which1  that  country  was  bound,1 
met  with  the  mod  determined  op¬ 
pofition  ;  the  few  who  undertook 
that  invidious  talk,  found  them- 
fclves  obliged  to  encounter  preju- 
[.£]  dice 
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dice  without,  petitions  and  coun- 
fel  at  the  bar,  and  to  be  at  length 
overborne  by  numbers  within  the 
.  houfe,.  It  was  then  evident,  that 
the  houfe  was  at  thofe  times  averfe 
to  the  affording  of  any  favour  to 
Ireland,  which  could  either  inter¬ 
fere  with  our  trade  laws,  or  affeCl 
certain  branches  of  our  commerce 
or  manufactures ;  nor  did  it  fig- 
nify,  whether  this  temper  proceed¬ 
ed  from  the  common  prejudice,  or 
from  the  attention  which. they  paid 
to  the  defires  and  wifhes  of  their, 
conilituents,  the  operation  and  ef¬ 
fect  in  either  cafe  were  juft  the 
fame.  Thus,  he  faid,  miniftecs 
were  fully  exculpated  from  two  of 
the  principal  charges  brought  a- 
gainft  them.  It  was  demonlixable, 
that  they  had  no  (hare  whatever. 
In  drawing  on  the  calamities  of 
Ireland  ;  and  it  was  as  clearly  evi¬ 
dent,  that  it  was  not  in  their  pow  ¬ 
er  to  have  afforded  that  timely  re- 
drefs  to  her  grievances,  a  fuppcfed 
or  imputed  negleff  in  which,  has 
been  made  the  ground  of  fo  much 
ingenious,  but  unfounded,  and 
therefore  unjuft  inveftive. 

The  two  main  pillars  of  the  mo¬ 
tion,  he  faid,  were,  firft  the  charge 
•againft  miniftefcs,  of  not  effectively 
following  up  the  addr,efs  of  the 
nth  of  May,  by  continuing  the 
fitting  of  the  Britifh  parliament 
Until  redrefs  was  afforded  to  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  fecondlv,  the  charge  of 
negligence  fince  the  prorogation, 
in  their  not  having  framed  a- pro¬ 
per  plan  for  that  purpofe  during 
the  interim,  fo  as  to  be  ready  im¬ 
mediately  to  lay  it  before  parlia¬ 
ment  at  the  meeting.  To  thefe, 
he  faid,  a  number  of  anfwers  were 
at  hand,  a  few  of  which  would  be 
fully  con  dull  ve.  The  Britiff  par¬ 
liament  did  not  rife  until  the  3d  of 


July,  after  a  fitting  of  more  than- 
feven  months.  Nobody  can  have 
yet  forgotten,  the  alarming  and 
dangerous  ftate  of  public  affairs- 
during  the  laft  fummer.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  oppofition  have  already 
taken  care  fufficiently  to  remind 
us,  that  the  enemy  were,,  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time,  mafters  of  out 
coafts  and  of  the  chan  nek  Def- 
ceirt's  and  invafton  were  every  day 
expected,  and  long  threatened.  A 
very  great  number  of  the  members 
of  both  houfes  muft  of  neceffity 
have  beem drawn  away  to  join  their 
regiments,  and  to  aCt  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  country.  Thofe 
even  who  held  no  commands  in  the 
militia  or  army,  would  have  deem¬ 
ed  their  prefence  indifpenfably  ne-% 
ceffary,  in  thofe  places,  where 
their  fortunes  and  interefts  lay. 
Could  it  then  have  been  confident 
with  propriety,  with  r.eafon,  or 
with  fafety,  to  have  kept  parlia¬ 
ment  fitting  at  fuch  a  period? 

But  if  this  neceffity,  arifing  from, 
danger  and  the  ftate  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  had  not  even  exifted,  ftill  it 
would  have  been  highly  unfitting], 
and  might  have  been  attended  with 
obvious  ill  confequences,  for  the 
Britifh  parliament  to  have  at  all  en¬ 
tered  upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland^ 
until  they  were  properly  informed, 
what  the  nature  of  her  wants,  and 
the  extent  of  her  demands  were 
as  it  was  from  thefe  circnmftances- 
only,  that  any  true  judgment  could 
be  formed,  as  to  the  meafure  of 
relief  which  it  would  be  fitting  to 
afford  to  that  country.  Now  as 
this  knowledge  could  only  be  pro¬ 
perly  obtained  from  the  Irifti  par¬ 
liament,  which  every  body  knows 
was  not  then  fitting,  every  ihadovv 
of  blame  againft  the  min  iff  rs,  with 
refpeff  to  the  prorogation,  vanifh.es 
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cf  courfe.  The  fame  ftatement  of 
fafls  and  arguments,  goes  equally 
to  the  overthrow  of  the  fecond 
principal  charge  laid  again!!  the 
minilters,  of  negligence  with  re¬ 
fusal  to  Ireland  during  the  recefs, 
as  likewife  to  that  other,  of  their 
not  having  aiTembled  the  Britifh 
parliament,  previous  to  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  the  Iri!h.  For  if  it  was  un¬ 
fitting  (which  furely  would  not  be 
denied)  for  the  Britifh  parliament 
to  enter  upon  the  affairs  of  Ireland, 
until  they  were  in  poffelfion  of  thofe 
data,  which  were  neceffary  to  re¬ 
gulate  their  meafures,  and  to  af¬ 
ford  matter  for  eftablifhing  their 
judgment,  it  mult  have  been  much 
more  fo  for  his  majelty’s  fervants, 
to  venture  in  the  dark  upon  a  bu- 
ffnefs  of  fuch  magnitude  and  im¬ 
portance  ;  and  the  affembling  of 
the  Britifh  parliament  before  the 
Irifh  would  have  been  abfurd,  when 
they  mult  neceffarily  wait  for  the 
proceedings  of  the  latter. 

But  by  convening  the  Irifh  par¬ 
liament  fii*!t,  the  fentiments  of  that 
people,  properly  conveyed  through 
the  medium  of  their  reprefenta- 
tives,  v/as  now  fully  underitood. 
The  queltion  of  policy  with  re¬ 
gard  to  that  country,  and  brought 
forward  under  the  molt  uriquef- 
tionable  authority,  was  now  laid 
fairly  within  the  cognizance  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature ;  and  all  they 
had  now  to  confider  was,  how  far 
it  would  be  advifeable  to  comply 
with  the  requefts  made  by  Ireland ; 
and  with  what  terms  and  condi¬ 
tions  it  might  be  thought  proper  to 
charge  the  favours  granted.  The 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country  had  undergone 
a  great  and  happy  change  with  rc- 
fpecl  to  that ;  prejudice  had  worn 
off  both  within  doors  and  with- 
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out ;  and  parliament  could  not  now 
confer  any  mark  of  favour  upon 
Ireland,  which  would  not  meet 
with  general  approbation. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  drew  from 
the  various  premifes  which  he 
Hated,  the  following  concluhons. 
That  the  prefent  minilters,  inltead 
of  being  inimical  to  Ireland,  or 
inattentive  to  her  interefts,  had 
been  her  bell  and  warmelt  friends; 

— That  they  had  done  more  for  her 
than  all  their  predeceffors  during  a 
century  palt.- — That  not  only  the 
nation  at  large,  but  parliament, 
were,  until  now,  adverfe  to  the 
granting  any  conceffions  to  Ire¬ 
land,  which  could  afford  her  either 
content  or  redrefs.— -  And  that  con- 
fequentlv,  if  any  blame  was  due 
for  not  affording  more  earlv  relief 
to  Ireland,  it  was  imputable  only 
to  the  prejudices  and  temper  of  the 
people  and  parliament  of  this 
country,  and  not  by  any  means  to  . 
the  minilters ;  who,  as  they  had 
no  fhare  in  the  caufes  of  her  dif- 
treffes.*  were  equally  guiltlefs  as  to 
their  continuance. 

This  fcateof  things,  and  the  ar¬ 
guments  ari ling  from,  or  by  which 
it  v/as  accompanied,  wereoppofed, 
and  attempted  to  be  invalidated  by 
the  oppofition.  They  reprobated 
in  terms  of  high  indignation  the 
imputation  of  prejudice  laid  to 
that  houfe  ;  by  which  minilters, 
they  faid,  according  to  their  now 
efcablifhed,  but  daring  practice,  at¬ 
tempted  to  father  all  their  own 
blunders  and  mifdemeanors  on 
parliament.  They  laughed  at  the 
pretended  weaknefs  and  ineffici¬ 
ency  with  refpeft  to  the  tranfadions 
of  that  houfe,  which  minifeers  now 
affected,  in  order  thereby  to  fhield 
theT  own  negleft  with  refpeft  to 
Ireland.  The  minifter  upon  this 
[2i  ]  2  occafion 
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©ccafion  is  reprefen  ted  as  a  man  of 
ilraw,  a  creature  deftitute  of  all 
eonfequence  and  efficacy,  who  on¬ 
ly  attends  as  one  of  the  officers  of 
the  houfe,  merely  to  hear  and  re¬ 
ceive  with  reverential  awe  the  de¬ 
crees  of  parliament.  The  noble 
minider  has  not  affumed  any  part 
of  this  delicacy  upon  occafions, 
when  it  would  have  been  highly 
becoming  in  him,  and  of  infinite 
advantage  to  his  country.  In  fuch 
cafes,  he  has  paid  as  little  regard 
to  popular  clamour  or  cenfure  wi  th¬ 
out  doors,  as  to  reafon  or  argu¬ 
ment  within.  If  a  fcheme  is.  me¬ 
ditated  for  depriving  all  the  free¬ 
holders  in  England  of  the  nobled 
portion  of  their  birthright ;  if  the 
chartered  rights  of  the  greated 
commercial  company  inthe  univerfe 
are  to  be  violentlv  invaded,  and  all 
parliamentary  faith  at  one  droke 
annihilated  ;  or  if  a  great  quarter 
of  the  world,  if  thirteen  nations, 
are  to  be  at  once  dripped  of  all 
that  is  worth  the  confideration  and 
value  cf  mankind,  of  all  thofe 
rights  which  they  inherited  from 
their  ancestors,  and  even  of  the 
means  of  exiitence ;  on  any,  and 
on  all  of  thefe  occafions,  the  mi¬ 
nider  Hands  forth  in  all  the  fulnefs 
of  his  power.  He  leads  on  his 
majorities  of  two  or  three  to  one. 
In  all  the  eafy  pride  and  conic i.ous 
triumph,  of  affured  victory.  He 
boads  of  them  as  appendages  to  his 
own  inherent  merit ;  and  tells  you 
gravely,  that  government  could 
not  fublid,  without  fuch  an  over¬ 
ruling  influence,  and  fo  decilive  a 
power.  But  if  the  nature  of  the 
fervice  is  changed,  and  that  he  is 
called  from  the  fuccefsful  works  of 
dedruHion,  to  the  falvation  of  one 
kingdom,  by  the  prefervation  of 
another i  he  links  at  once  into  no¬ 


thing,  and  has  not  authority  or  in¬ 
fluence  left,  fufficient  for  the  open¬ 
ing  of  a  turnpike  gate.  So  that,  in 
fad:  it  appears,  as  if  the  powers  of 
government  only  exifled  in  their 
contact  with  evil,  but  inflantly 
lod  their  efficacy  when  applied  to 
any  good  purpofe. 

They,  however,  abfolutely  de¬ 
nied,  that  the  minider  had  been 
paffive,  neutral,  or  inefficacious, 
with  refped  to  the  affairs  of  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  on  the  contrary  feverely 
charged  him,  with  having,  very 
unfortunately  for  this  country, 
taken  a  very  adive  partin  that  bu- 
finefs  in  the  preceding  fedion.  For 
a  bill  having  been  brought  in  to. 
afford  feme  relief  to  Ireland,  by- 
admitting  the  dired  importation  of 
fugars  for  their  own  confumption, 
and  he,  as  they  faid,  having  for  a 
time  differed  things  to  take  then- 
natural  courfe  in  that  houfe,  the 
bill  was  accordingly  (as  all  mat¬ 
ters  ever  would  be  under  the  fame 
circumdances)  coolly  and  deli  luc¬ 
ratively  canvaffed  and  debated  in 
all  its  parts  ;  and  without  being 
overwhelmed  by  thofe  extraordi¬ 
nary  prejudices  which  are  now  pre¬ 
tended,  and  without  its  being  fup- 
ported  by  any  powerful  influence, 
worked  its  way,  by  the  drength  of 
its  own  intrinfle  merit,  through 
repeated  divisions,  until  it  had 
nearly  arrived  at  the  lad  dage  of 
its  progrefs.  But  at  that  inaufpi- 
cious  moment,  the  minider  having 
by  fome  means  been  rouzed  from 
his  dumber,  mod  unhappily  re¬ 
fumed  his  activity  ;  and  departing 
at  once  from  that  neutrality  which 
he  had  hitherto  profefled,  cams 
down  in  all  the  power,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  all  the  indruments  of 
office,  in  order  to  defeat  the  mea- 
fure.  He  accordingly  fucceeded 

in’ 
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in  throwing  out  the'bill ;  but,  as  a 
proof  how  little  prejudice  had  to 
do  in  the  bufinefs,  his  majority 
upon  this  occafion  was  fo  totally 
difproportioned  to  thofe  which  at¬ 
tended  his  Heps  upon  others,  that  a 
victory  upon  fuch  terms  feemed, 
fome  fort  of  degradation.  It  was 

O 

to  be  acknowledged,  that  the  bill, 
in  itfelf,  was  not  of  much  value, 
and  would  have  afforded  but  a 
fcantv  meafure  to  Ireland  of  that 
relief  which  fhe  wanted ;  but  the 
time,  manner,  and  circumftances 
of  a  favour,  frequently  llamp  a 
greater  value  upon  it  than  it  inhe¬ 
rently  poffeffes  ;  and  the  palling  of 
the  bill  at  that  time,  would  evi¬ 
dently  have  produced  very  happy 
confequences,  and,  inagreatmea- 
fure,  if  not  entirely,  -  have  pre¬ 
vented  all  the  mifehiefs  and  dan¬ 
gers  which  have  fmee  taken  place 
with  refped  to  that  country.  But, 
on  the  contrary,  when  the  people 
of  Ireland  faw  that  the  minilter 
had  thus  openly  fet  his  face  direct¬ 
ly  again  ft  them  ;  and  found  after, 
that  every  effort  in  their  favour 
was  rendered  abortive  by  his  influ¬ 
ence  or  management,  until  they 
faw  themfelves  at  length  totally 
abandoned  by  the  riling  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  parliament ;  it  was  no  wonder 
then  that  they  fhould  become  de- 
fperate  ;  and  that  they  fhould  feek 
in  themfelves  for  the  means  of  that 
redrefs,  which  they  found  denied 
both  to  favour  and  to  juftice.  The 
only  matter  of  admiration  now, 
and  which  does  them  the  higheft 
honour  as  a  people,  is,  that  they 
have  not  yet  proceeded  to .  ftill 
greater  extremities,  and  that  their 
demands  are  not  abundantly  more 
exorbitant  than  they  yet  appear. 
But  their  demands  mull  be  rejeded 
with  the  fame  degree  of  fcorn  with 


which  thofe  of  America  were 
treated,  before  they  can  think  of 
following  that  example. 

Miniiters,  they  laid,  boafted, 
that  the  diftreffes  of  Ireland  had 
not  originated  with  them.  It 
would  be  readily  admitted,  that  fhe 
was  not  without  grievances,  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  fatal  period  of  their 
adminiftration  ;  but  her  immediate 
calamities  fprung  principally  from 
the  grand  fource  of  all  our  evils 
and  dangers,  from  their  own  Ame¬ 
rican  war.  By  that,  Ireland,  like 
England,  loft  a  valuable  part  of 
her  commerce,  with  lefs  ability  to 
fupport  the  lofs  ;  and  the  corrupt 
expences  of  a  feeble  government 
increafed,  as  all  the  means  of  fup- 
plying  them  diminilhed. 

But  if  minifters,  faid  they,  did 
not  adminifter  relief  to  Ireland 
themfelves,  they  may  with  juftice 
boaft,  that  they  inftruded  her  in 
the  means  of  obtaining  effedual 
redrefs.  In  fad,  they  taught  Ire¬ 
land  by  example,  from  their  own 
condud  and  that  of  America,  every 
thing  fhe  had  to  do.  They  had 
convinced  her,  that  no  extent  of 
affedion  or  fervice  to  this  country, 
could  entitle  her  either  to  favour 
or  juftice.  But  they  ftiewed her  at 
the  fame  time,  in  a  ftriking  in- 
ftance,  the  benefits  to  be  derived 
from  a  bold  and  determined  refin¬ 
ance.  They  taught  her  to  didate 
to  the  crown  and  parliament  of 
England  the  terms  of  their  future 
union.  America,  for  her  revolt, 
had  a  profufion  of  favours  held  out 
to  her.  Every  thing  fhort  of  no¬ 
minal  independency  had  been  of¬ 
fered.  Such  was  the  reward  of 
rebellion.  The  reward  of  loyalty, 
and  of  long  forbearance  under  ac¬ 
cumulated  oppreftion  and  internal 
diftrefs,  ftie  had  herfelf  juft  expe-. 
[is  ]  3  riencedj 
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rienced,  in  the  refufal  of  fo  fmall 
a  favour  as  the  importation  of  her 
own  fugars.  Ireland,  according¬ 
ly,  profited  of  the  example  ;  and 
determined  not  to  render  vain  the 
wifdom,  nor  to  difappoint  the 
good  intentions  of  miniiters. 

She  alfo  enters  into  her  com¬ 
mercial  and  military  aftbeiations. 
She  alfo,  adhering  ftriClly  to  the 
line  in  all  its  parts,  holds  the 
faith  and  integrity  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  exactly  the  fame  degree 
of  contempt,  which  has  been  fo 
Jong  and  fo  repeatedly  exprefled 
and  fhewn  by  the  Americans ; 
and  which  indeed  has  hitherto 
prevented,  and  feems  fill  to  fhut 
out  the  poflbility,  not  only  of 
any  reconciliation,  but  even  of 
peac-%  with  that  people.  The 
Irifh  parliament  accordingly,  to 
fhew  her  total  diltruft  of  the  good 
faith  or  hone  fly  of  the  Britifh  go- 
yernment,  departs  from  her  own 
edablifhed  rules  and  mode  of  ac¬ 
tion,  and  in  head  of  making  a 
provifion  for  two  years  as  ufual, 
paftes  a  Ihcrt  money  bill  for  fix 
months  only  ;  thus  telling  you, 
in  plain  mercantile  language, 
that  your  character  is  fo  bad,  that 
you  cannot  be  trufted  for  more 
than  fix  months  credit  ;  and 
pointing  out  at  the  fame  time, 
the  inevitable  confequences  which 
muft  immediately  attend  your  j*e- 
fufal  to  comply  with  her  de- 
n:  grids. 

1  nus,  faid  they,  Ireland  has 
filled  up  every  part  of  the  fyftem 
on  her  fide,  but  there  feems  a 
ft  range  deficiency  on  that  of  the 
miniiters.  They  have  yet  neg- 
leded  to  hurl  the  thunders  of 
the  cabinet  againft  that  kingdom, 
as  they  had  done  before  againft 
tjtye  continent  of  America,,  'Dub¬ 


lin  has  had  her  mob  and  riot,  as 
well  as  ill-fated  Bolton ;  yet  neu. 
ther  her  port  has  been  fhut  up, 
nor  the  rioters  brought  over  here 
to  be  tried  by  an  Englifh  jury. 
No  alteration  has  even  taken 
place  in  the  ufual  mode  of  trials 
in  that  country  ;  their  popular 
meetings  and  popular  elections 
are  not  interrupted  ;  no  prescrip¬ 
tion  has  been  iflued  againft  their 
leaders,  nor  has  that  kingdom 
been  declared  out  of  the  king’s 
peace ;  we  fee  that  Corke  has 
hill  efcaped  the  flames,  nor  do 
we  hear  that  Waterford  is  yet 
reduced  to  alhes.  Whence  then 
this  wonderful  departure  from 
the  grand  American  fyftem  ?  The 
anfwer,  they  faid,  was  plain  and 
obvious.  This  change  of  fyftem 
proceeded  neither  from  lenity, 
humanity,  a  more  enlightened 
policy,  or  from  any  real  accelfion 
of  wifdom.  It  proceeded  from  the 
tremendous  appearance,  and  the 
real  dangers  of  the  prefent  awe-, 
ful  moment ;  thefe  had  compel¬ 
led  influence  and  arrogance  to 
give  way  to  fear  and  humilia¬ 
tion,  Miniiters  were  overpow¬ 
ered,  aghaft,  and  aftonifhed,  in 
the  horrors  of  that  tempeft  which 
they  had  themfelves  raifed  ;  and 
this  drove  them  to  fuch  lengths, 
as  to  defend,  and  to  reprefent  as 
prudent  and  conftitutional,  thofe 
things,  which  they  confldered 
as  caufes  of  war  with  America, 
and  which  they  would  ccnfider 
as  ads  of  rebellion  even  in  Eng¬ 
land. 

In  this  fevere  and  farcaftic 
manner,  and  with  theie  bitter 
parallels,  was  the  whole  of  the 
miniiters  defence  treated  by  op- 
pofition.  But  no  part  was  hand¬ 
led  with  more  fpiyit,  than  the 
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.plea  for  not  affording  timely  re¬ 
lief  to  Ireland,  becaufe  the  par¬ 
liament  of  that  country  was  not 
then  fitting.  As  if  (they  faid) 
the  Britifh  legiflature  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  thinking  juftly,  or  aft- 
ing  Tightly,  with  reipedt  to  the 
commercial  interefls  of  both  king¬ 
doms,  until  they  were  illuminat¬ 
ed  by  thole  beams  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge  which  were  to  be  re¬ 
flected  on  them  by  the  Irifh  par¬ 
liament.  If  /ne  charge  of  incar- 
pacity  was  confined  to  the  min  if- 
ters,  friends  and  foes,  all  man¬ 
kind,  they  faid,  would  readily 
concur  in  acknowledging  the 
juftnefs  of  the  application  ;  but 
with  regard  to  the  Britifh  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  reflection  was  not  only 
uncivil,  but  indeed  conftituted  a 
libel  of  a  new  and  fmgular  na¬ 
ture.  They  faid,  if  was  entirely 
needlefs  to  take  the  trouble  of 
entering  at  all  into  the  queltion 
•relative  to  the  mecellity  of  the  ri- 
fing  of  parliament.;  for  there  had 
been  more  than  fufheient  time, 
between  the  nth  of  May,  .when 
the  bufmefs  was  firfl  brought  be¬ 
fore  them,  akd  the  3d  of  July, 
when  the  prorogation  took  place, 
to  have  done  every  thing  that  was 
then  neceffary  with  refpedl  to  the 
affairs  of  Ireland.  But  if  they 
would  not  forward,  why  did  they 
oppofe  the  relief?  Minifters  them- 
felves,  faid  they,  acknowledge, 
that  one  half  of  what  mud  now 
be  yielded  to  Ireland,  would  then 
have  afforded  Satisfaction,  What 
atonement  can  they  then  make,  to 
their  iovereign,  to  parliament,  or  to 
their  country,  for  reducing  them 
to  the  hard  alternative,  of  either 
Sacrificing  the  fupreme  authority 
of  the  Britifh  legiflature,  by  a 
compelled  compliance  with  all  the 


[71 

demands  of  Ireland,  or  of  being 
driven  to  the  direful  neceffity  of 
opening  another  civil  war,  when 
we  are  already  furcharged  by 
France,  Spain,  and  America  ? 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mi- 
nihry  endeavoured  to  turn  the  ta¬ 
bles  on  the  opposition.  Here, 
faid  they,  is  the  uniform  courfe 
oppofition  faithfully  holds,  with¬ 
out  any  deviation  from  the  efta- 
bliflied  precedents  of  all  their 
forefathers  in  faClioru  Com¬ 
pulsion,  conceffion,  things  done, 
or  things  left  undone,  are  alike  a 
fubject  of  clamour.  Ifmeafures 
of  vigour  for  fupport  of  autho¬ 
rity  are  adopted,  a  cry  is  raifed 
as  if  tyranny  were  going  to  be 
ellabliihed,  If,  for  the  fake  of 
peace,  conceffions  are  to  be  made, 
then  the  dignity  of  the  nation  is 
facrificed.  If  meafures  are  prompt 
and  fpirited,  the  miniffry  are  ac- 
cufed  of  precipitation  ;  if  they 
are  maturely  weighed  and  confU 
dered,  then  the  charge  is  timidity, 
irrefolution,  and  procrallination. 
Finding  it  impoffible  to  pleafe 
thefe  gentlemen,  they  would  dis¬ 
charge  their  confciences,  and 
would  do  what  they  trailed  would 
be  both  pleafmg  and  beneficial  to 
England  and  Ireland,  That,  the 
loyalty  of  that  country  was  too 
clear  to  be  Shaken  bv  all  the  en- 
deavours  of  factions  either  there 
or  here  ;  although  attempts  were 
not  wanting,  by  comparing  her 
cafe  to  that  of  America,  to  bring 
on  the  like  confufions  in  Ireland, 
The  armaments  in  Ireland  were 
folely  directed  againfl:  the  com¬ 
mon  enemy  ;  and  they  knew  that 
the  conceffions  which  would  be 
propofed  (and  they  hoped  adopt¬ 
ed)  in  parliament,  as  they  would 
be  adequate  to  the  neceffities  of 
[.£]  j.  Ireland; 
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Ireland,  would  be  fatisfaffory  to 
her  wifnes.  If  they  were  not, 
both  nations  would  know  who  to 
thank  for  the  confequences.  The 
miniffers  had  long  and  inveterate 
prejudices  to  deal  with  in  this 
kingdom,  which  obliged  them  to 
defer  relief  to  Ireland,  until 
England  faw  the  propriety  of  it. 
When  fuch  prejudices  prevailed, 
it  was  neceffary  perhaps  that  fome 
inconveniences  fhould  be  felt 
from  the  prevalence  of  fimilar 
prejudices  in  others,  and  thus, 
that  the  oppoiite  pallions  of  men 
ballancing  each  other,  might 
bring  them  all  at  length  to  rea- 
fon.  Hiilory  confirmed  this  prin¬ 
ciple  ;  and  it  has  been  feldom  or 
ever  known,  that  one  narrow  felf- 
Intereft  in  dates  has  been  got  the 
better  of,  but  in  the  coniiift  with 
fome  other.  It  would  be  hard  to 
make  the  prefent  miniflers  anfwer- 
able  for  the  natural  courfe  of 
things. 

The  debates  were  long,  vari¬ 
ous  and  interefting.  All  the  wit, 
ability,  and  eloquence  of  the  op- 
pofition,  were  thrown  out  without 
meafure  or  referve  againfl  the  mi- 
nifters.  On  their  fide,  they  ex¬ 
erted  ‘  themfelves  much  more 
than  they  had  done  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  The  two  great  lead¬ 
ers  and  fpeakers  of  ,  the  oppofi- 
iion  in  that  houfe,  took  a  large 
fhare  in  the  debate,  and  were  as 
nfual  diflinguifhed.  The  appear¬ 
ance  of  Mr.  Fox,  after  his  reco¬ 
very  from  the  wound  which  he 
had  received  in  the  late  duel,  cc- 
cafioned  by  fomething  that  had 
fallen  from  him  on  the  firft  day 
of  the  feffion,  afforded  matter  of 
much  general  curiofity  ;  and  that 
incident  feemed  now  to  have  pro¬ 
duced  a  renovation,  rather  than 


any  detraction  of  his  former  fpi- 
rit. 

The  queflion  being  put  at  half 
after  twelve  o’clock,  the  motion 
was  rejected,  upon  a  divifion,  by 
a  majority  of  173,  to  100. 

An  unexpected  motion,  -  , 
made  on  the  folio wirg  day  by  •  ■  1 
the  Duke  of  Richmond,  broughton 
a  confiderable  debate  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords.  The  noble  duke  having 
ftated  the  vail  combination  of  force 
which  was  formed  againft  this 
country,  which  was  left  without 
friend  or  ally  ;  the  fufpicious  or 
unfavourable  appearance  of  fome 
powers  who  were  not  in  declared 
enmity,  and  the  total  indiffe¬ 
rence,  at  beft,  of  all  others ;  then 
entered  into  a  detailed  ffatement 
of  our  prefent  vail  military  efta- 
blifhments  by  fea  and  land  ; 
which,  including  the  late  aug¬ 
mentation  of  above  20,000  men 
to  the  land  force,  would  not  fall 
much  lhort,  he  fnewed,  in  both 
departments,  of  300,000  men. 
He  proceeded  to  argue,  that  it 
would  exceed  the  ability  of  any 
power  whatever  in  Europe,  to 
iupport,  for  any  continuance, 
this  prodigious  force,  by  fea  and 
land,  at  the  enormous  expence 
which  it  created  to  this  country. 
Without  at  all  taking  into  the  ac¬ 
count,  that  the  commercial  Ioffes 
of  this  country,  including  thofe 
of  all  kinds  which  proceeded  from 
the  defection  of  her  colonies,  far 
exceeded  in  extent,  what  could 
well  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any 
other  flate. 

He  then  proceeded  to  examine 
the  ftate  of  our  refources,  and 
laid  down  the  affual  expences  of 
the  war.  He  ihewed,  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  calculations,  that  if  the 
war  only  continued  to  the  end  of 
2  '  the 
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the  enfuing  year,  and  was  only 
to  confume  the  provifion  which 
parliament  was  now  making 
for  its  fupport,  it  would,  by 
that  time,  complete  an  addition 
from  its  beginning,  of  fixty-three 
millions  to  the  former  national 
debt ;  the  whole  then  amounting 
to  very  little  fhort  of  two  hundred 
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millions.  And,  that  as  the  mi- 
nifter  had  given  on  an  average 
about  6  per  cent  for  the  new 
debt,  the  handing  intereft  of  the 
whole,  would  not  amaunt  to  lefs 
than  eight  millions  fterling  an¬ 
nually  ;  a  tribute,  to  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  which,  all  the  landed 
property  in  England  was  to  be 
for  ever  mortgaged. 

Such,  he  faid,  would  be  the 
hate  of  this  country  with  refpeft 
to  its  finances  at  the  clofe  of  the 
following  year ;  and  it  would 
only  be  better  by  twelve  milli¬ 
ons,  were  peace  to  be  concluded 
at  the  inftant  he  was  fpeaking. 
Under  fo  vaft  a  burthen,  an  ex¬ 
penditure  conftantly  increafmg, 
and  which  already  exceeded  all 
meafure  and  example,  the  moft 
exaft  and  rigid  public  ceconomy, 
along  with  the  mob  liberal  exer¬ 
tions  of  public  fpirit,  were  abfo- 
lutely  necelfary  for  our  preferva- 
tion.  Our  formidable  neighbour 
and  enemy,  had  fet  us  the.  exam¬ 
ple  of  ceconomy.  Whilft  the  En- 
glifh  were  bent  down  to  the  earth 
under  the  preffure  of  their  bur¬ 
thens,  and  the  induftry  of  our 
miniher  was  exhaulled,  in  mul¬ 
tiplying  new  and  vexatious,  but 
unproductive  objects  of  taxation, 
France,  through  the  ability  of  her 
minifter,  by  a  judicious  reform  in 
the  collection  and  expenditure  of 
her  finances,  had  not  yet  laid  a 
Angle  tax  on  her  people  for  the 
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fupport  of  the  war.  How  dif¬ 
ferent  was  the  conduCt  in  this 
country.  Inftead  vof  any  at¬ 
tempt  towards  the  practice,  or 
even  any  profeffion  or  pretence  of 
ceconomy,  our  expenditure  was 
fo  (hamefully  lavifh,  as  to  fur- 
pafs  all  recorded  example  of  wafte 
and  mifmanagement,  in  the weak- 
elt  and  mob  corrupt  governments. 

Our  affairs  were  now,  howe¬ 
ver,  he  faid,  arrived  at  fuch  a 
,  point  of  diftrefs  and  danger,  as 
laid  us  under  an  abfolute  neceffi- 
ty  of  recurring  to  that  never- 
failing  fource  of  wealth,  cecono¬ 
my.  We  could  not  otherwife 
hope  to  work  out  our  national 
falvation.  It  muft  begin  fome- 
where,  and  in  fo  trying  a  feafon 
as  the  prefent,  he  could  not  but 
be  of  opinion,  that  the  example 
fhould  come  from  the  fovereign. 
It  would  then  have  a  great  and 
general  effeCl ;  and  he  could  not 
doubt,  that  after  fuch  a  begin¬ 
ning,  there  was  one  of  their  lord- 
fhips,  who  would  not  chearfully 
relinquifh  fuch  a  part  of  their 
public  emoluments,  as  his  ma- 
jefly  might  think  proper  to  re¬ 
commend.  The  example  would 
go  bill  farther.  *  It  would  fpread 
through  the  different  departments 
of  the  bate ;  it  would  influence 
the  conduCl,  and  excite  the  public 
fpirit  of  individuals ;  and  it  would 
likewife,  in  its  effect,  tend  to  re¬ 
brain  that  boundlefs  profuflon  in 
the  public  expenditure  which  at 
prefent  prevailed.  Fie  did  not 
wifn  to  abridge  the  crown  of  any 
thing  which  was  neceffary  to  fup¬ 
port  its  fplendour  and  dignity. 
He  was  certain  his  intended  mo¬ 
tion  could  not  at  all  produce  that 
effect.  Parliament  had,  a  few 
years  before,  augmented  the  civil 
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lift  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
900,  cool,  a  year.  His  motion 
could  go  no  farther,  in  its  utmoft 
prefumed  extent,  than  to  bring  it 
again  to  that  if  ate,  in  which  both 
the  honour  and  fplendour  of  the 
crown  had  been  well  fupported, 
iri  much  happier  times  and  more 
jprofperous  feafons. 

He  accordingly  moved  for  an 
add  refs  to  the  following  purport — 
To  be  leech  his  majefty  to  reflect 
■on  the  manifold  diftreffes  and  dif¬ 
ficulties  ^  in  which  this  country 
is  involved,  and.  too  deeply  felt  to 
fend  in  need  of  enumeration— 
To  reprefent,  that  amidft  the 
many  and  various  matters  that  re¬ 
quire  reformation,  and  muft  un¬ 
dergo  correction j  before  this  coun¬ 
try  can  rile  fuperior  to  its  power¬ 
ful  enemies,  the  wafte  of  public 
treafure  requires  inftant  remedy. 
That  profufion  is  not  vigour  ;  and 
that  it  is  become  indifpenfably 
uecefiary  to  adopt  that  true  oece- 
nomy,  which,  by  reforming  all 
nfelefs  expences,  creates  confi¬ 
dence  in  government,  gives  ener¬ 
gy  .to  its  exertions,  and  provides 
the  means  for  their  continuance, 
— -Humbly  to  fubinit  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty,  that  a  conftderable  reduc¬ 
tion  of  the  civil  lift,  would  'be  an 
example  well  worthy  his  majefty’s 
paternal  affeCtion  for  his  people, 
and  his  own  dignity  ;  could  not 
fail  cf  diiFufing  its  influence 
through  every  department  of  the 
Hate,  and  would  add  true  luftre 
to  his  crown,  from  the  grateful 
feelings  of  a  diftrefled  people.—- 
And,  to  aflure  his  majefty,  that 
this  Houfe  .will  readily  concur  in 
promoting  fo  defirable  a  purpofe  ; 
and  that  every  one  of  its  members 
will  chearfully  fubmit  to  fuch  re¬ 
duction  of  . emohpnen  t  in  any  office 
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he  may  hold,  as  his  majefty  fa 
his  royal  wifaom  may  think  pro¬ 
per  to  niake. 

The  lords  in  admin  iftratiou 
agreed  in  general  with  the  noble 
duke,  as  to  the  reprefentation  of 
public  affairs  which  lie  had  laid 
down  as  the  grounds  of  his  mo¬ 
tion.  We  were  certainly  involv¬ 
ed  in  a  dangerous  and  expend ve 
war,  and  obliged  to  contend  with 
one  of  the  moll  formidable  confe¬ 
deracies  that  Europe  had  ever 
beheld.  They  likewife  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  there  had  been  feme 
want  of  ceconomy  durinp-  the  pre- 
fent  adminiftraticn  ;  but  they  ra¬ 
ther  conftdered  this  chfeumftance 
as  incident  to  a  ftate  of  war,  than 
as  being  peculiar  to  the  minifters. 
They,  however,  \yifhed,  that  a 
more  clear  and  fatisfaCtory  man¬ 
ner  was  adopted  in  dating  the 
public  accounts,  and  that  the 
ftricieft  ceconomy  fliould  be  prac- 
tifed  in  the  public  expenditure. 

But  they  oppefed  the  motion^ 
with  refpeCt  to  its  direct  and  prin¬ 
cipal  object,  on  various  grounds  5 
particularly  from  a  conviction  that 
it  could  not  be  of  any  Service, 
and  conftdering  it  befldes,  as  be¬ 
ing  of  an  improper  tendency. 
The  mode,  they  faid,  was  totally 
inadequate  to  its  object,  of  extri¬ 
cating  us  in  any  degree  from  our 
prefent  difficulties ;  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  conveyed  a  cenfure 
upon  the  former  proceedings  of 
that  Houfe,  in  the  augmentation 
of  the  civil  lift.  It  was  incon- 
fiftent  and  unjuft  to  attempt  to 
withdraw  from  his  majefty  what 
had  been  fo  unanimously  granted 
to  him  by  parliament.  It  would 
be  paltry  and  mean  to  tax  the  fa 
iaries  of  the  fervants  of  the  crown ; 
and  the  revenue  fo  railed  would 
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!>e  trifling,  and  totally  incompe¬ 
tent  to  any  of  the  great  purpofes 
of  national  expenditure.  If  we 
were  reduced  to  fuch  an  extremi¬ 
ty  of  diftrefs  as  rendered  the  mea- 
fure  indifpenfably  neceffary,  let 
the  contributions  from  the  public 
benevolence  or  fpirit  be  general 
and  optional  ;  let  us  follow  the 
example  of  Holland  in  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation,  where  money  was  receiv¬ 
ed,  without  any  fpecification,  in 
the  public  treafury,  and  without 
its  being  in  any  degree  account¬ 
able  for. 

Whatever  fyflem  of  ceconomy 
might  be  adopted,  it  fhould  not 
by  any  means,  they  faid,  begin 
at  the  crown  ;  the  fplendour  of 
which  fhould  at  all  events  be 
maintained,  as  including  in  it  *he 
honour  and  dignity  of  the  em¬ 
pire.  (Economy  fhould  be  direc¬ 
ted  to  the  various  departments 
which'  were  connected  with  the 
public  expenditure,  fo  that  their 
refpeclive  bulinefs  might  be  pru¬ 
dently  and  honeflly  adminiftered. 
They  were  all  interefied  in  fup- 
porting  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  crown  ;  and  they  mull:  all  par¬ 
take  in  the  fatisfaflion  of  that  in- 


creafe  of  the  royal  family,  which 
increafed  the  necellity  of  an  am¬ 
ple  revenue.  Were  we  fallen  to 
that  deplorable  and  abjeCt  ftate, 
to  be  under  a  necellity  of  publifh- 
ing  to  all  the  world,  that  v/e 
were  unable  to  continue  that  in¬ 
come  which  we  had  fo  freely 
granted  to  his  majefty  ?  Such  a 
proceeding  would  fink  and  de¬ 
grade  us  fo  much  in  the  eyes  of 
all  Europe,  that  inflead  of  afford¬ 
ing  any  benefit,  it  would  be  pro¬ 
ductive  of  great  national  preju¬ 
dice. 


The  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  law  encountered  the  motion, 
with  all  the  weight  of  his  own. 
great  natural  abilities,  as  well  as 
with  that  refined  fubtilty  and 
acutenefs  of  argument,  which  may 
in  feme  degree  be  coniidered  as 
profeifional.  Ele  afked,  who  knew 
of  thofe  diilreffes  which  were  dated 
in  the  motion  ?  How  were  they 
before  the  Eloufe?-  From  what  in- 
veftigation  of  their  lordfhips,  as 
a  houfe  of  parliament,  was  fuch 
a  refult  drawn  ?  Another  affertion, 
he  faid,  was  furely  of  too  muck 
importance  to  be  hazarded  on 
mere  fpeculation.  The  motion, 
ftated  that  “  the  wafte  of  public 
treafure  required  inftant  remedy.’* 
If  the  faCt  were  fo,  the  depart¬ 
ment  of  government  ought  to  be 
direCtly  pointed  out,  in  which  the 
wafte  of  the  public  treafure  lay  ; 
otherwife  the  charge  was  unjuft, 
becaufe  it  applied  alike  to  all 
publfc  offices.  If  the  faCt  were 
not  true,  the  injuftice  was  mani- 
feitly  kill  greater.  No  kind  of 
proof  had.  been  offered  ;  much 
lefs  had  the  faCt  been  even  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  eftablifhed  in  par¬ 
liamentary  form.  Such  being  the 
cafe,  he  fubmitted  to  the  Houfe, 
how  far  it  would  be  decent,  how 
faritwould  bejuft,  tovoteanad- 
drefs,  which,  in  any  part  of  it,  con 
tained  a  general  and  undefined 
charge  againlt  the  king’s  fervants. 

As  to  the  main  proportions, 
which  included  the  fubftahee  of 
the  motion,  he  objected  to  the 
want  of  fpecification,  as  he  did 
to  the  defeft  of  proof  with  refpeCt 
to  the  preceding  affertions.  What 
was  to  be  underflood  by  the  words 
conjiderable  redudiicn  ?  Did  they 
fignify  a  moiety,  or  two  thirds 
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of  the  civil  lift'?  What  minifter 
could,  under  fiich  a  diredion, 
venture  to  give  his  majefty  any 
counfel,  or  to  explain  to  him 
what  the  Houle  deft  red  ?  But  he 
particularly  reminded  the  lords, 
that  if  the  motion  was  carried,  it 
could  not  enforce  the  advice.  It 
was  no  ad  of  parliament.  His 
majefty’s  civil  lift,  was  eftabliftied 
at  its  prefent  amount,  by  a  pofi- 
tive  ad  of  parliament.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  endeavouring  to  fhew, 
that  the  objed  of  the  addrefs,  if 
the  words  and  language  of  the 
motion  fairly  avowed  its  purpofe, 
was  both  inexpedient  and  imprac¬ 
ticable  ;  if  it  were  intended  only 
as  a  covert  attack  upon  the  mini¬ 
vers,  and  as  a  means  of  turning 
them  out  of  office,  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  fair  and  more  ho¬ 
nourable,  to  come  forward,  in  a 
more  explicit,  a  more  dired,  and 
a  more  obvious  manner. 

The  lords  in  oppofition,  how¬ 
ever,  fupported  the  motion  with 
great  vigour.  The  noble  earl, 
who  had  been  himfelf  the  mover 
of  the  late  addition  to  the  civil 
lift,  ftated  the  reafons,  why  he 
now  thought  a  retrenchment  of 
that  eftabliftiment  to  be,  even, 
more  neceffary,  than  he,  at  that 
time,  did  its  increafe.  The  times 
were  unhappily  changed;  the  fi- 
tuation  of  this  country  was  totally 
different ;  our  revenue  was  lefTen- 
ed  ;  our  refources  greatly  exhauft- 
ed.  The  immenf'e  fums  railed 
upon  the  people,  were  either  en¬ 
tirely  diverted  from  their  purpofe, 
or  if  applied,  fquandered  without 
■wifdom  or  effed.  With  a  vaft- 
nefs  of  fupply  before  unheard  of, 
and  a  prodigious,  but  mifapplied 
and  ill  direded  force,  he  faid, 
that  the  coafts  of  this  country  were 
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more  expofed  and  defencelefs,  and 
her  dependencies  and  commerce  irt 
every  part  of  the  world  worfe  pro- 
teded,  than  ever  had  been  known 
in  any  former  war  whatever.  In 
a  word,  that  our  mifcondud  and 
mifgovernment  was  fo  glaring, 
that  this  country  excited  either 
the  pity  or  contempt  of  all  the 
world.  We  were  become  defpi- 
cable  in  the  eyes  of  our  avowed 
enemies,  as  well  as  of  thofe  who 
had  not  yet  declared  themfelves 
fuch* 

It  was  only  regretted  on  that 
fide,  that  the  meafure  had  not 
originated  from  the  throne. 
Surely  they  faid,  if  his  majefty 
had  any  real  friends  about  him, 
they  would  not  fail  to  have  fug- 
gefted  a  meafure,  which  would  fo 
effedually  have  conciliated  the 
affedions  of  all  ranks  of  his  fnb- 
jeds ;  who  admiring  it,  when 
coming  unfought  from  the  father 
of  his  people,  as  an  ad  of  the 
higheft  wifdom  and  goodnefs, 
could  never  think  they  had  means 
fufficient  for  exprefting  their  gra¬ 
titude.  Queen  Anne  had  fet  the 
example,  in  a  war  of  a  far  differ 
ent  nature  from  the  prefent ;  fhe 
had  the  good  fenfe  or  good  for¬ 
tune,  during  all  the  bright  part 
of  her  reign,  to  be  guided  by 
wife  and  honeft  counfels  ;  fhe  al- 
loted  ioOjQool.  a  year  of  her  pri¬ 
vate  revenue  to  the  fupport  of  the 
war  ;  and  her  civil  lift  was  lower 
by  300,000k  than  the  prefent  efta¬ 
bliftiment. 

Other  lords  on  that  fide  went 
farther.  They  attributed  all  our 
misfortunes  and  calamities,  to  the 
long  increafmg  and  now  prodi¬ 
gious  influence  of  the  crown. 
They  confidered  the  augmenta¬ 
tion  of  the  civil  lift,  ^as  having 
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greatly  increafed  and  confirmed 
that  influence.  They  faid,  that 
all  temporizing  expedients  to  re¬ 
lieve  the  people  would  prove  in¬ 
effectual  ;  that  a  reformation  of 
the  conflitution  was  called  for ; 
that  its  principles  were  perverted ; 
and  that  until  it  was  redored  to 
its  native  and  original  purity, 
this  country  could  never  recover 
its  former  power  and  character, 
nor  could  any  thing  great  or  de- 
cifive  be  expeCted  from  its  utmoii 
exertions. — A  noble  lord,  in  a 
hip’ll  military  office,  declared  his 
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concurrence  to  the  motion,  pro¬ 
vided  that  it  extended  to  all 
places  under  government  ;  he 
faid,  that  he  knew  it  was  what 
all  people  expected  ;  that  all  ranks 
felt  the  general  calamity,  and 
looked  out  impatiently  for  relief  \ 
and  that  he  would  chearfully  give 
up  the  whole  emoluments  of  his 
own  place  for  the  good  of  his 
country. 

The  great  and  learned  law  lord 
was  congratulated,  on  his  happy 
ignorance  of  thofe  manifold  pub¬ 
lic  didreffes  and  calamities,  of 
which,  every  other  man  in  the 
kingdom,  they  faid,  had  too  fen- 
fible  a  knowledge.  He  was  like- 
wife,  they  faid,  the  only  igno¬ 
rant  man  in  the  kingdom,  with 
refpeCi  to  that  wade  of  the  public 
treafure  which  was  dated  in  the 
propofed  addrefs.  The  fad:  had 
been  charged,  admitted,  or  ac¬ 
knowledged,  on  every  fide  of  the 
Houfe;  and  even  confirmed  by 
the  declaration  of  a  noble  vif- 
count  newly  come  into  high  office, 
that  the  faCt  was  truly  dated. 
Although  it  could  not  be  difficult 
to  give  to  faCls  of  l'uch  notoriety 
the  fulled  degree  of  conviction, 
yet,  in  order  to  obtain  the  learn¬ 


ed  lord’s  concurrence  with  the 
more  material  parts  of  the  ad¬ 
drefs,  they  would  undertake  to 
induce  the  noble  framer,  to  with¬ 
draw  thofe  two  paffages  of  objec¬ 
tion.  y 

The  quedion  being  at  length 
put,  the  motion  was  rejected, 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
forty-one,  the  numbers  being  77, 
to  36  ;  including  ten  proxies  011 
one  fide,  and  three  on  the  other. 

The  minider  at  n  , 

lengthopenedhispro-  ec*  I^t  * 
pofitions  for  affording  relief  to 
Ireland,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons.  They  were  three  in  num¬ 
ber,  and  went  to  the  following 
articles. — To  the  repeal  of  thole 
laws,  which  prohibit  the  exporta¬ 
tion  of  Irifh  manufactures,  made 
of  or  mixed  with  wool,  and  wool 
flocks,  from  Ireland  to  any  part 
of  Europe. — That  fo  much  of  the 
aT  of  19th  George  II.  as  prohi¬ 
bits  the  importation  of  glafs  into 
Ireland,  except  of  Britifh  manu¬ 
facture,  or  to  export  glafs  from 
that  kingdom,  be  repealed.  — 
And,  that  Ireland  be  fuffered  to 
carry  on  a  trade  of  export  and  im¬ 
port,  to  and  from  the  Britifh  co¬ 
lonies  in  America  and  the  Wed 
Indies,  and  her  fettlements  on 
the  coads  of  Africa,  fubjeCt  to 
fuch  limitations,  regulations,  re- 
ftriftions,  and  duties,  as  the  par¬ 
liament  of  Ireland  dial!  impofe. 

The  noble  lord  dated,  in  a 
fpcech  of  confiderable  length,  and 
of  equal  ability  and  knowledge 
of  the  fubjeCt,  the  propriety  and 
j Lidice,  as  well  as  the  neceffity, 
of  affording  relief  to  Ireland ;  and 
entered  fully  into  the  claims  of 
that  country,  as  well  with  refpefl 
to  her  natural  and  inherent  rights, 
as  to  thofe  a  riling  from  her  parti¬ 
cular 
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cular  connection  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain.  He  likewife  expatiated 
largely  on  the  mutual  and  refpec- 
tive  interehs  of  both  countries  ; 
and  very  happily  collected  into 
one  point  of  view  aimed  all  thofe 
quedions  of  commerce  and  policy, 
which  we  have  already  feen  agi¬ 
tated  upon  the  fubjeCt.  Indeed, 
It  would  not  have  been  eafy  at 
prefent  to  difcover  much  new' 
ground,  upon  the  general  quef- 
tions  of  right,  judice,  or  recipro¬ 
cal  advantage,  whatever  might  be 
derived  from  expedience  or  imme¬ 
diate  neceffity.  Such  was  the  hap¬ 
py  temper  now  prevailing,  that 
the  refolutions  were  agreed  to 
without  the  fmalleft  oppoiition. 
Some  fhort  difcourfe  of  die  nature 
formerly  related ;  fome  reproach 
for  delay  ;  and  fome  doubt  of  the 
complete  efficacy  of  any  thing 
which  could  be  done  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  circumdances  to  give  com¬ 
plete  fatisfa&ion,  was  the  whole 
of  what  paffied  on  a  fubjeft,  which 
would  formerly  have  agitated, 
poffibly  convulfed  the  whole  em¬ 
pire.  But  the  late  great  revolu¬ 
tion  had  rendered  every  change 
eafy.  Bills  founded  on  the  two 
frit  proportions,  were  according¬ 
ly  brought  in,  paffied  both  houfes 
with  the  utmofl  facility,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  affient,  before  the 
recefs.  The  third,  being  more 
complex  in  its  nature,  requiring 
a  variety  of  enquiry,  and  being 
fubjeCl  to  feveral  limitations  and 
conditions,  was  buffered  to  lie 
over  the  holidays  in  its  prefent 
date  of  an  open  proportion  ;  not 
only  to  afford  time  for  conddera- 
tion  here,  but  for  acquiring  a 
knowledge  of  the  effect  which  the 
meafure  would  produce  in  Ire¬ 
land, 


The  vad  fums  which  weTffi 
charged  to  the  extraordinaries  of 
the  army,  and  which  every  year 
became  dill  more  enormous,  had 
long  been  a  fubjetd  of  complaint 
with  the  oppofition  in  both  houfes 
of  parliament ;  who  had  likewife, 
from  time  to  time,  made  various 
ineffe&ual  attempts  to  redrain 
them  within  fome  defined  limits. 

Although  the  bufmefs  feemed 
more  properly  to  appertain  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  yet  the  for¬ 
mer  failure,  or  prefent  hopelefnefs 
of  fuccefs  there,  probably  were 
the  motives  which  induced  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne  to  bring 
it  now  forward  before  the 
lords,  who  were  accordingly  fum- 
moned  for  the  purpofe.  He  in¬ 
troduced  his  motion  by  entering 
into  an  ample  difcuffion  of  its  fub- 
jecl,  and  by  an  accurate  compa¬ 
rative  edimate  of  the  extraordina¬ 
ry  military  fervices  of  former 
reigns,  and  of  the  prefent.  On 
this  ground  he  dated  a  number  of 
curious  and  intereding  fads.  He 
fhewed  that  the  extras  of  King 
William’s  reign,  when  a  war  was 
carried  on  in  Flanders,  Ireland, 
and  the  Wed  Indies,  did  not  ex¬ 
ceed,  in  the  highed  year  of  the 
revolution  war,  ioo,oool.  That  in 
the  next,  the  fuccellion  war,  which 
we  maintained  in  Germany,  on 
the  banks  of  the  Danube,  in  Flan¬ 
ders,  Spain,  the  Mediterranean,' 
North  America,  and  the  Wed  In¬ 
dies,  the  extras  never  exceeded 
200,oool.  Arid,  that  in  the  drd 
war  of  the  late  king,  waged  with 
France  and  Spain  jointly,  they 
did  not,  in  any  one  year,  exceed 
400,000b 

That  during  the  late  war,  the 
mod  exteniive,  and  alio  the  mod 
expendve,  in  which  this  country 
6  had 
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had  ever  been  engaged,  the  ex- 
traordinnries  of  the  year  175 7, 
were  only  3oo,oool.  while  thole 
of  1777,  amounted  to  1,200,000b 
befides  a  million-  granted  for  the 
trarifpert  fervice ;  thus,  upon  the 
whole,  exceeding  two  millions. 
That  the  higheft  year  of  the  late 
war,  that  of  1762,  when  our  arms 
were  triumphant  in  every  quarter 
of  the  globe  ;  when  we  fupported 
80, oco  men  in  Germany,  be¬ 
fides  victorious  armies  in  North 
America,  the  Britifh  and  French 
Weft  Indies,  the  Eaft  Indies,  in 
Portugal,  on  the  coaft  of  France, 
and  at  the  reduction  of  the  Ha- 
vannah,  the  whole  of  the  extras 
did  not  exceed  two  millions  ; 
whereas  the  two  laft  defenfive 
campaigns  would  be  found,  when 
the  accounts  of  the  latter  of  the 
two  were  made  up,  to  amount  to 
the  enormous  fum  of  upwards  of 
three  millions  each.  And  that 
the  extra  military  charges  in  the 
laft  four  years,  during  the  greater 
part  of  which  the  conteft  was  con- 
lined  to  the  Americans  only,  would 
be  found  to  amount  to  a  fum, 
very  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  ex¬ 
penditure  of  the  firft  four  years  of 
King  William’s,  and  fully  equal 
to  the  two  firft  years  of  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough’s  campaigns... 

He  then  proceeded  to  ftate  and 
explain  the  caufes,  to  which  he 
attributed  the  monftrous  difpro- 
poriion  between  the  prefent  mi¬ 
litary  extraordinaries,  and  thofe 
of  any  former  period.  In  this  cu 
rious  and  particular  detail  he 
ftated,  that  only  one  contractor 
had  been  employed  in  the  laft  war 
for  the  fupply  of  the  forces  in 
America ;  but  that  the  minifter 
had  fplit  the  prefent  contract  into 
twelve  parts,  in  order  to  make  a 


re:  urn  to  fo  many  of  his  friends 
for  the  fervices  which  he  received 
from  them  at  home.  That  in  the 
former  inftance,  the  foie  contrac¬ 
tor,  Sir  William  Baker,  was 
bound  to  furnifti  provisions  on 
the  fpot,dn  America,  at  fixpence 
a  ration ;  whereas  the  prefent  con¬ 
tractors  were  only  to  deliver  ra¬ 
tions  at  the  fame  price  in  C'orke  ;; 
fo  that  the  whole  freight,  in- 
furan'ce,  rifque,  and  all  other 
pofiible  expences,  were  taken  out 
of  the  pockets  of  the  public,  and 
put  into  the  pockets  of  the  mini- 
fter’s  contracting  friends.  From 
which,  and  from  a  variety  of 
other  fpecified  in  fiances  of  mifma- 
nagement,  he  pledged  himfelf  to 
the  proof,  that  every  ration  now 
delivered  in  America,  flood  the 
public  in  two  lhillings,  inftead 
of  fixpence  which  they  cofl  in  the 
laft  war. 

He  went  the  whole  round  of 
contracts  in  this  courfe  ;  and  while- 
he  treated  the  conduCt  of  the  mi¬ 
nifter  without  mercy,  he  was  no¬ 
thing  more  (paring  of  the  con¬ 
tractors.  He  paid  particular  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fuppofed  favourite 
of  the  minifter  in  that  line.  That 
man,  he  faid,  notwithftanding  his-' 
reprobation  in  parliament,  and  his 
detection  in  the  molt  glaring  im- 
pofition  on  the  public,  had  con¬ 
tracts  given  him  in  the  years  I'/'/Jy 
and  1778,  to  the  amount  of 
1,300,000!;  and  probably,  his 
contrails  in  the  preceding  year,, 
(the  accounts  of  which  were  not 
yet  delivered  in)  far  exceeded 
thofe  in  either  of  the  two  former. 
He  was  exceedingly  fevere  on  the 
conduCt  of  the  minifter  with  this 
fuppofed  favourite  contractor.  Nor 
did  he  pafs  over  the  Gold,  or 
Bullion  contractor,  through  whofe 

hands. 
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hands,  he  faid,  no  lefs  than  three 
millions  feven  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  in  fpectie  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  America,  and  for  which 
a  tingle  voucher  had  not  been  pro¬ 
duced.  That  immenfe  fum,  he 
faid,  had  been  written  off  in  thirty 
or  forty  lines,  without  any  ac¬ 
count,  or  fpecitication  whatever, 
forty  thoufand  pounds  in  one  line* 
twenty  in  another,  and  thirty  in  a 
third.  When  it  was  remembered 
that  the  tranfport  fervice,  ord¬ 
nance,  provitions,  ftores,  pay, 
new  appointments,  and,  in  a 
word,  every  item  of  expence  that 
could  be  thought  of,  were  all  fe- 
perately  provided  for,  and  each 
brought  to  account  under  its  pro¬ 
per  head,  it  muff  furely  puzzle  the 
mo  ft  quick  and  fertile  genius, 
even  to  guefs,  in  what  manner, 
or  to  what  ufe,  this  enormous  fum, 
of  nearly  four  millions,  could 
have  been  applied. 

After  going  over  a  vaft  quan¬ 
tity  and  great  variety  of  mat¬ 
ter  relative  to  the  fubjefl,  he 
opened  his  views  more  particu¬ 
larly  with  refpect  to  his  intended 
motions.  He  faid  that  an  uncon¬ 
stitutional,  minifterial  influence, 
had  ufurped  the  regal  prerogative, 
which  it  was  now  become  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  crufli  for  the 
falvation  of  this  country.  That 
this  mifchief  arofe  principally  from 
the  opportunity,  now  afforded  in 
a  greater  degree  than  ever  to  the 
tirft  lord  of  the  treafury,  of  ex¬ 
pending  millions  of  the  public 
money  without  account,  and  con- 
fequently without ceconomy.  And, 
that  as  the  army  extraordinaries 
afforded  the  moft  unlimited  means 
to  the  minifter,  for  the  propaga¬ 
tion  and  fupport  of  that  fatal  lyf- 
of  influence  and  corruption. 


he  would  make  that  lavifli  head  of* 
expenditure,  the  tirft  and  great 
objecft  of  his  enquiry  and  cenfure* 

He  accordingly  moved  his  tirft 
refolufrion  to  the  following  pur¬ 
port,-—  that  the  alarming  addition 
annually  making  to.  the  prefent 
enormous  national  debt*  under  the 
head  of  extraordinaries,  incurred 
in  the  different  fervices;  requires 
immediate  check  and  controul. 
The  increating  the  public  expence 
beyond  the  grants  of  parliament, - 
being  at  all  times  an  invafion  of 
the  fundamental  rights  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  utmoft  ceconomy 
being  indifpentibly  neceffary,  m 
the  prefent  reduced  and  deplora¬ 
ble  ftate  of  the  landed  and  mer¬ 
cantile  intereft  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland. 

The  defence  on  part  of  the  mi- 
niftry  was  extremely  tiiort  and 
dry.  It  is  not  clear,  whether 
this  arofe  from  fome  difagreement 
between  the  minifters,  which  did 
not  permit  them  to  be  much  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  arraignment  of  a 
condudl,  in  which  none  in  that 
Houfe  was  oflicially  concerned  5 
Or  whether  at  the  time,  they  were 
not  fufticiently  inftrufted  in  the 
ftate  of  the  queftion  to  anfvver  to 
it  fully.  Whatever  wras  the  caufe* 
the  chancellor  feeing  no  likeli¬ 
hood  of  a  debate,  after  waiting  a 
contiderable  time,  proceeded  at 
length  to  put  the  queftion.  This 
called  up  a  noble  duke  in  the  op- 
potition,  who  expreffed  the  utmoft 
aftoniihment  and  indignation,  that; 
minifters  fhould  venture  to  tit  Hill 
under  fuch  charges,  without  an 
attempt  at  anfwer  or  defence.  A 
noble  earl  likewife,  who  had  late¬ 
ly  fucceeded  to  his  feat  in  that 
✓ 

Houfe,  declared,  that  during  fif¬ 
teen  years  he  had  fat  in  the  other. 
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he  had  never  feen  a  queftion  of 
fuch  importance  treated  with  in¬ 
difference  or  Silence,  or  what  was 
full  as  bad,  with  fome  feeble  at¬ 
tempt  which  meant  nothing;  and 
feemed  intended  to  mean  no¬ 
thing. 

This  at  length  drew  out  fome 
vindication  of  the  character  of  the 
noble  minifter  in  the  other  Houfe ; 
who  was  faid  to  be  clean  handed 
in  the  moft  eminent  degree ;  and 
who  would  go  out  of  office  in  a 
Hate  of  poverty,  if  it  were  to  hap¬ 
pen  on  the  following  day.  They 
chiefly  relied  on  the  defeCt  of 
proof  to  fupport  the  fails  or 
charges  ;  that  the  motion  reverfed 
the  order  of  things ;  it  proceeded 
to  punifliment  before  it  conviiled, 
and  was  therefore  prepollerous ; 
that  every  part  of  the  public  ex¬ 
penditure  v/as  already  fubjeCl  to 
check  and  coiltroul  at  the  exche¬ 
quer.  That  fuch  enquiries,  and 
fo  conducted,  would  be  in  fail  to 
eltabliih  a  new  committee  of  fafe- 
ty,  and,  under  pretences  of  cor- 
reiling  the  abufes  of  administra¬ 
tion,  would  tend  to  the  Subver¬ 
sion  of  the  conflitution  ;  that  we 
were  befides  engaged  in  a  great  war 
and  mull  not  ftarve  it ;  if  a  pro¬ 
per  confidence  was  not  placed  in 
our  commanders,  it  could  not  at 
all  be  carried  on  ;  and,  that  the 
principal  precedent  brought  to 
Shew  the  former  interference  of 
parliament  on  Similar  occaflons, 
was  drawn  from  the  Scandalous 
adminiftration  of  the  year  1711, 
which  fhould  alone  be  a  Sufficient 
motive  for  reprobating  the  prcfent 
motion. 

It  was  accordingly  rejeiled, 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
81,  including  21  proxies,  to  41, 
including  four  proxies;  being  as 
Vo  l.  XXIII. 


nearly  two  to  one,  as  it  was  polnble 
without  being  quite  fo. 

The  noble  earl,  after  the  divi¬ 
fion,  having  informed  the  Houfe 
of  the  purport  of  his  fecorid  in¬ 
tended  propoiition,  which  went  to 
the  appointment  of  a  committee 
for  enquiring  into  thefeveral  parts 
of  the  public  expenditure,  and 
confldering  what  reductions  or 
favings  coiild  with  confifteiicy  be 
made,  then  moved,  that  it  Ihould 
be  taken  into  coniideration  on  the 
8th  of  the  following  February, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

The  rejection,  however,  of  his 
firft  motion,  together  with  that 
of  the  Duke  of  Richmond’s,  on 
the  yth  inftant,  ferved  much  to 
iricreafe  the  public  diffatisfaCtion, 
which,  whether  with  or  without 
reafon,  did  now,  much  more  than 
at  any  former  period,  certainly 
prevail  without  doors,  and  to  give 
itfength  and  confirmation  to  that 
opinion  which  was  alfo  very  gene¬ 
rally  prevalent,  that  no  hope  of 
obtaining  redrefs  now  remained, 
until  fuch  meafures  were  purfued 
by  the  people  at  large,  as  would, 
by  diffolving  that  unnatural  com¬ 
bination  which  was  charged  to 
fubflfl:  between  minifters  and  the 
reprefentative  body,  reftore  the  an- 
tient  dignity,  and  the  former  ener¬ 
gy  of  parliament.  Thanks  from 
the  city  of  London  were  voted  to 
the  noble  duke  and  earl  for  their 
pall  motions,  accompanied  with 
the  fulled  approbation  of  that  an¬ 
nounced  far  the  8th  of  February,, 
and  an  affurance  of  every  confti- 
tutional  fupport  in  their  power, 
to  thofe  neceffary  plans  of  re¬ 
formation  propofed  by  them.  The 
bufmefs  was  likewife  Soon  adopt¬ 
ed  in  the  counties ;  and  from  this 
time  that  fpirit  of  reformation  be- 
[F]  gan 
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gan  to  appear,  which  we  have 
fmee  fecn  produce  fo  many  meet¬ 
ings,  affociations,  and  projects  in 
almoft  all  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
though  with  different  degrees  of 
warmth,  and  different  extent  of 
objects,  for  correcting  the  fup- 
pofed  vices  of  government,  and 
for  reftoring  the  independency  of 
parliament.  The  city  of  London 
likewife  fent  feparate  letters  of 
thanks  and  acknowledgement  to 
all  the  lords  who  had  voted  in  fup- 
port  of  the  two  pah  motions,  in¬ 
cluding  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Cumberland,  whole, name 
appeared  at  the  head  of  the  mino¬ 
rity  on  the  la  ft  divifton  ;  thefe 
letters,  with  their  refpefoive  an¬ 
swers,  were  publifhed  in  moft  of 
the  papers  at  that  time. 

It  was  on  the  very  day  of  Lord 
Shelburne’s  motion,  that  Mr. 
Burke  opened  in  the  Hcufe  of 
Commons,  fuch  parts  as  it  was 
vet  thought  fitting  and  neceffary 

j  O  O  J 

to  expofe,  of  that  celebrated  plan 
of  public  ceconomy,  and  attempt 
towards  a  reform  or  leffcnirig  of 
corrupt  influence,  which  after- 
wards  afforded  fo  many  fubjeels 
of  parliamentary  difeuffion,  and 
■was,  for  a  long  time,  an  objefo 
of  fo  much  general  admiration. 
He  likewife  gave  notice,  that  he 
would  bring  on  the  bufinefs  as 
foon  after  the  holidays  aepofiible; 
and  amidft  a  variety  of  .obferva- 
tions  and  arguments,  to  enforce 
the  propriety,  expediency,  and 
meeeffity  of  the  propofed  meafure, 
■particularly  alluded  to  the  bufi¬ 
nefs  then  carrying  on  in  the  other 
Ho  ufe. 

He  faid,  that  the  defire  of  re¬ 
formation  operated  every  where, 
but  where  -it  ought  to  operate 
moil  ftrongly ,  in  tit  a  t  Ho  ufe .  T  hat ' 


the  propofitions  which  had  been 
lately  made,  and  were  that  day 
making,  in  the  other  Houfe,  al- 
though  highly  laudable  in  them- 
felves,  were  no  lefs  than  a  re¬ 
proach  to  that  in  which  he  fate. 
To  them,  who  claimed  the  ex¬ 
clusive  management  of  the  public 
purfe,  all  interference  of  the 
lords,  in  their  peculiar  province, 
was,  at  leak,  a  reproach.  It 
might  be  fomething  worfe  ;  for,, 
if  the  lords  fhould  affume  or  ufurp 
the  performance  of  a  duty  of 
theirs,  which  they  neglefoed,  they 
would  be  fupported  in  an  ufurpa- 
tion  which  was  become  neceffary 
to  the  nubile,  Privileges  were 
loft  by  neglefo,  as  well  as  by  abufe. 
That  old  parliamentary  forms  and 
privileges  were  no  trifles,  lie 
would  freely  grant ;  but  the  na¬ 
tion  called  for  fomething  more 
fubftantial  than  the  very  beft  of 
them :  and  if  form  and  duty 
muft  be  feparated,  they  would 
prefer  the  duty  without  the  form, 
to  -the  form  without  the  duty..  If 
both  lords  and  commons  fhould 
ccnfpire  in  a  neglefo  of  duty, 
other  means,  ftiil  more  irregular 
than  the  interference  of  the  lords 
might  be  now  confidered,  would 
be  undoubtedly  referted  to ;  for, 
he  conceived  the  nation  would, 
feme  way  or  other,  have  its  bufi¬ 
nefs  done ;  or  otherwiie,  that  it 
could  not  much  longer  continue 
to  be  a  nation. 

Other  arguments,  on  different, 
grounds,  but  tending  to  the  famq 
object,  will  appear  in  their  proper- 
place.  A  noble  lord,  of  a  family 
highly  confidered  for  its  conftitu- 
tiona?  principles,  and  who  always 
draws  great  attention  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  where  he  is  looked 
on  as  a  leader  of  the  Whies,  de- 

o  7 

dared,. 
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clarcd,  that  Mr.  Burke  had  com¬ 
municated  his  plan  to  him.  To  far 
as  it  was  yet  perfected ;  and  that 
it  not  only  met  with  his  warmeft 
approbation,  but  that  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  (from  reafonings  and  FaCts 
which  he  ftated,  tending  to  lhew 
the  public  diftrefles  and  expecta¬ 
tions)  that  it  was  become  abfolutely 
neceffary  that  fomething  of  the  kind 
fhould  be  done,  in  order  to  remove 
the  prefent  d  id  atis  factions,  by 
meeting  the  willies  of  the  people. 
He  had,  however,  told  his  honour¬ 
able  friend  at  the  time,  that  al¬ 
though  he  highly  approved  of  his 
plan,  wifhed  it  all  poiHble  fuccefs, 
and  was  fully  fen fibie  that  fome re¬ 
medy  of  the  fort  was  earneftly  ex¬ 
pected  by  the  public  from  that 
houfe,  and  more  particularly  from 
his  lide  of  it,  yet  he  much  doubt¬ 
ed,  whether  parliament  had  virtue 
enough  at  that  time  to  brine-  fo 

O  #  O 

right  a  meafure  to  perfection. 

A  gentleman,  from  the  northern 
part  of  the  united  kingdom,  diftin- 
guilhed  for  his  candour,  temper, 
and  moderation  in  oppofition,  de¬ 
clared  on  his  confcience  he  was 
firmly  perfuaded,  that  the  undue 
influence  of  the  crown  was  the  true 
caufe  of  the  mifehievous  origin, 
the  deftru&ive  progrefs,  the  ab- 
furd  conduCt,  and  the  obfdnate 
profecudon,  without  view  or  hope, 
of  the  accurfed  American  war  ; 
which  was  now  univerfallyfelt,  and 
generally  acknowledged,  as  being 
in  itfelf  the  caufe  of  all  the  other 
misfortunes  of  Great  Britain,  and 
particularly  or  the  prefent  naval 
greatnefs  of  the  houfe  of  Bourbon, 
lie  faid,  that  from  the  cordial  af- 
feCtion  he  bore  to  his  fevereign,  lie 
felt  himfelf  bound,  fo  far  as  he  was 
able,  to  remove  that  evil.  He 
thought  himfelf  bound  to  it  by  his 
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faith,  by  his  allegiance,  and  by 
the  facred  oath  he  had  taken  to  his 
majefty.  By  that  facred  bond  and 
indilToluble  obligation,  he  was 
compelled  to  do  everything  in  his 
power  to  fecure  the  liability  of  the 
throne.  “  This  influence  fhakes 
“  it ;  it  may  fubvert  it ;  and  no- 
“  thing  can  be  undertaken  more 
“  worthy  of  a  good  fubjeCl,  than 
“  to  remove,  in  time,  this  means 
<f  of  mifehief  and  danger  to  the 
king.” 

Upon  this  difeourfe,  Mr.  Fox, 
who  was  juft  come  in  from  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  faid,  that  the  firft 
men  in  the  kingdom,  the  firft  in 
abilities,  the  -  firft  in  eftimation, 
were  then  libelling  that  houfe. 
Every  inftance  they  gave,  (and  the 
inftances  he  faid  were  many  and 
ftrong)  of  un corrected  abufc,  with 
regard  to  public  money,  was  a  di¬ 
rect  libel  on  that  houfe.  Every  ar¬ 
gument  they  ufied  for  the  reduction 
of  prodigal  expence,  and  their  ar¬ 
guments  were  various  and  unan- 
lwerable,  was  a  libel  on  that  houfe. 
Every  thing  they  ftated  on  the 

J  k  O  4 

luxuriant  growth  of  corrupt  influ¬ 
ence,  (and  it  was  never,  he  faid, 
half  fo  flourilhing)  was  a  moft  fe- 
vere  and  direct  libel  on  that  houfe* 

But  that  houfe,  he  faid,  would 
be  brought,  by  proper  means,  to 
wipe  off  all  thofe  imputations. 
The  people  had  for  a  long  time 
been  flow  and  torpid.  They  had, 
however,  at  length,  been  quicken- 
ed  by  their  feelings  to  a  fenfe  of 
their  fituatioB  and  fufiferings.  Fie 

O 

accorded  with  the  opinion  of  a 
noble  lord,  that  there  was  not  vir¬ 
tue  enough  within  them  walls,  to 
go  through  with  the  plan  of  re¬ 
formation  which  his  honourable 
friend  had  to  propofe.  But  the 
virtue  of  necefflty  would  at  laft  ani- 
[F]  2  mat© 
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mate  the  people ;  and,  through 
them,  it  would  likewife  animate 
and  correct  that  houfe.  The  vir¬ 
tue  of  neceflity,  fure  in  its  prin¬ 
ciple,  and  irrcfiltible  in  its  opera¬ 
tion,  was  an  effectual  reformer.  It 
awakens  late  ;  but  it  calls  up  many 
other  virtues  to  its  aid  ;  and  their 
joint  exertion  will  infallibly  bear 
down  the  greateft  force,  and  will 
infallibly  diffipate  the  ftrongeff 
combination,  that  corrupt  men 
have  ever  formed,  or  can  ever  form 
againit  them.. 

He  applauded  the-  fentiment  of 
the  gentleman  who  fpoke  juft  be¬ 
fore  him,  that  his  duty  and  alle¬ 
giance  to  th.e  king  were  itrong  mo¬ 
tives  with  him.,  for  wifi  in  g  fnccefs 
to  the  prefen  t  propolition.  Thefe 
motives,  he  faid,  muff  undoubt¬ 
edly  operate  in  the  fame  manner 
with  every  good  fubjedt.  Could 
the  king,  he  faid,  poffibly  enjoy 
the  affection  and  confidence  of  his 
people,  when  his  intereft  was 
wholly  diffociated  from  theirs,  and 
put  upon  a  bottom  perfectly  fepa- 
rate  ?  It  is  but  one  and  the  fame 
principle,  which  cements  friend¬ 
ship  between  man  and  man  in  fo- 
ciety,  and  which  promotes  affedtion 
between  king  and  fubjedi :  namely, 
that  they  flare  but  one  fortune  ; 
that  they  fio.urifi  by  the  fame  prof- 
perity,  and  are  equal  fufferers  by 
the  fame  diffrefs  *.  that  the  cala¬ 
mity  of  the  people  is  the  depreffion 
of  the  prince.  On  any-  other 
terms,  there  can  be  no  fympathy 
between  men  in  any  relation  of 
life. 

He  concluded  by  hoping,  that 
his  honourable  friend  would  add 
perseverance,  to  the  diligence  and 
ability  which  he  had  already  em¬ 
ployed,  in  his  plan  for  leffening 
the  public  expences,  and  for  re¬ 


ducing  the  ruinous  influence  of  the; 
crown  ;  and  that  ail  men  who  had 
an  intereft  in  their  country,  who 
profefled  a  zeal  for  her  welfare,  a 
regard  for  the  honour  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  an  affedtion  for  the  con- 
ftitution,  would  now  have  but  one 
mind,  and  heartily  unite,,  in  pro¬ 
moting  a  meafure  fo  highly  ufeful, 
and  at  this  time  fo  absolutely  ne- 
ceflary. 

While  the  fcheme  of  reformation 
was  thus  warmly  patronized  and 
commended  by  the.oppoftion,  and 
drew  out  no  fmall  Aiare  of  praife 
and  applaufe  to  its  author  from  all 
fdes  of  the  houfe,  the  miniffer  was 
totally  filent ;  an  appearance  of  in¬ 
difference,  which  did  not  pals 
without  fome  fevere  comments  from 
his  adverfaries. 

The  effimates  of  the  army,  and 
the  augmentation  of  the  land  force,, 
had  (as  nfual  of  late)  drawn  out 
much  debate,  cenfure,  and  fome 
attempts  at  particular  enquiry,  in? 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.  The  efti- 
rnates  of  the  ordnance  likewife, 
which  amounted  to  the  fum  of 
1,049,000k  and  exceeded  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  the  preceding  year  by 
1.32,000k  afforded  room  for  ani- 
madverflon  and  conteff.  On  thefe 
occafions,  much  extraneous  mat¬ 
ter,  relative  to  the  conduct  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  army, 
the,  alledged,  neglected  and  dan¬ 
gerous  date  of  Plymouth,  and  the 
general  means  of  national  defence 
adopted  through  the  iummer,  was.- 
repeatedly  brought  up.  In  other 
refpedts,  the  matter  of  argument, 
of  charge  and  defence,  as  well  as 
the  iffue  in  all  cafes,  were  fuch  as 
we  have  had  already  more  occafions 
than  one  of  dating. 

Such  were  the  grounds  o£  de¬ 
bate,  and  fuch  the  date  of  the  war¬ 
fare 
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fare  between  the  contending  par-  to  lead  to  the  extraordinary  events 
ties,  previous  to  the  Chrifimas  re-  which  diftinguifhed  the  remainder 
cefs.  Every  thing  feemed  directly  of  the  feifion. 


CHAP.  V. 

County  meetings,  petitions,  and  affociations .  York  leads  the  way.  Great 

meeting  at  that  city.  Committee  appointed.  Some  account  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  from  that  county,  which  becomes  a  model  to  others.  Sir  George  Sa- 
ville  prefents  the  petition  from  the  county  of  York.  Debates  on  that  fub- 
jeci.  f  amaica  petition  prefented.  Mr.  Burke's  plan  of  economical  re¬ 

form.  Bills  brought  in  upon  that  Jyftem.  Earl  of  Shelburne' s  motion 
( purfuant  to  the  notice  given  before  the  recefs )  for  a  committee  of  both 
houfes,  to  enquire  into  the  public  expenditure.  Motion  feconded  by  the 
Earl  of  Coventry.  Oppofed.  Debates.  St ri Bures  with  refpeci  to  the 
county  meetings  and  petitions.  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  explains  the  caufes 
of  his  refgnation.  Strictures  on  the.  .conduct  of  a.  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  a  great  department .  Motion  rejected  upon  a  divifiou .  Unufual  Jlrength 
Jhcwn  by  the  oppoftion  on  this  divifon. 


^p'HE  bulinefs  of  publicmeet- 
ings,  of  petitions  to  par¬ 
liament,  and  of  affociations  for 
the  redrefs  of  grievances,  was  com¬ 
menced  -during  the  recefs  ;  and 
the  adoption  of  thefe  means  for 
procuring  a  reform  in  the  executive 
departments  of  the  Hate,  not  only 
became  foon  very  general,  but  the 
minds  of  the  public  being  agitated 
-and  warmed  by  thefe  meetings,  the 
views  of  many,  and  thofe  perfons 
of  no  mean  \yeight  and  confe- 
quence,  were  extended  Hill  far¬ 
ther  ;  and  they  gradually  began  to 
confider,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
reform  in  the  conHitution  of  par¬ 
liament  itfelf,  by  Hiortening  its 
duration,  and  obtaining  a  more 
•equal  reprefentation  of  the  people, 
could  reach  to  aperfeft  cure  of  the 
prefen t,  and  afford  an  effectual 
prefervative  again H  the  return  of 
iimilar  evils. 

The  great,  populous,*  and  opu¬ 
lent  county  of  York,  led  the  way, 


and  fet  the  example  to  the  rrH  of 
the  kingdom.  A  very  numerous 
and  refpedtable  meeting  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen,  clergy,  and  freeholders, 
including  perfons  of  the  HrH  con- 
fideration  and  property  in  the 
county,  and  in  the  kingdom,  fuch 
as  perhaps  never  was  affembled  in. 
the  bice  manner  in  this  nation, 
was  held  at  York  on  the  laH  day 
but  one  of  the  year.  There  a  pe¬ 
tition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
\yas  unanimoufly  jagreed  upon,  and 
accompanied  with  a  refolution, 
that  a  committee  of  fjxty-one  gen¬ 
tlemen  be  appointed,  to  carry  on 
the  neceffary  correfpondence  for 
effectually  promoting  the  object  of 
the  petition  ;  and  likewife  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  plan  of  an  aifociation,  on 
legal  and  conffitutional  grounds, 
to  fupportthe  laudable  reform,  and 
fuck  other  meafures  as  might  con¬ 
duce  to  reHore  the  freedom  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  to  be  prefen ted  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  at  their 
•  3  ne*t 
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next  meeting,  which  was  to  be 
held  by  adjournment  in  the  enfu- 
ing  E  after  week. 

o  _  _  . 

As  this  petition  fervcT  m  a  great 
ineafure  as  the  groundwork  for 
thole  that  fucceeded  from  otiier 
counties  and  towns,  we  lliall  enter 
the  more  particularly  into  its  de¬ 
tail. — They  begin  by  hating  the 
.fallowing  matters  as  facts-— -That 
the  nation  had  for  feveral  years 
been  engaged  in  a  moft  expenfive 
and  unfortunate  war ;  that  many 
of  our  valuable  colonies,  having 
declared  thejhfelves  independent, 
had  formed  a  ft r let  confederacy 
with  our  moft  dangerous  and  inve-  . 
ter  ate  enemies ;  and,  that  the  con¬ 
fer]  u  eft  ce  of  thole  combined  mif- 
fortunes  had  been,  a  large  addition 
to  the  national  debt,  a  heavy  accu¬ 
mulation  of  taxes,  with  a  rapid 
decline  of  the  trade,  manufac¬ 
tures,  and  land-rents  of  the  king¬ 
dom. —They  then  declare,  that, 
alarmed  at  the  diminifhedrefources 
and  growing  burthens  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  and  convinced,  that  rigid  fru¬ 
gality  is  now  indifpenfably  necef- 
fary  in  every  department  of  the 
flats,  they  obferved  with  grief,  that 
n  with  Handing  the  calamities,  and 
i  npoveriftied  condition  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  much  public  money  had  been 
1  m providently  fquandered  ;  that 
many  individuals  enjoy  fmecure 
places,  efficient  places  with  exor¬ 
bitant  emoluments,  and  penlions, 
•tin merited  by  public  fervice,  to  a 
large  and  ftill  increasing  amount  3 
whence  the  crown  has  acquired  a 
great  unc.onftitutional  influence, 
which,  if  not  timely  checked,  may 
foon  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country. 

They  further  declare,  that  con¬ 
ceiving  the  true  end  of  every  legi¬ 
timate  government  to  be,  not  the 


emolument  ©f  any  individual,  but 
the  welfare  of  the  community  ; 
and  conftdering,  that  by  the  con- 
ftitution,  the  cuftody’of  the  na¬ 
tional  purfe  is  en  trailed  in  a  pecu¬ 
liar  manner  to  that  houfe ;  they 
beg  leave  to  reprefent,  that  until 
elieCtual  meafures  be  taken  to  re- 
drefs  thofe  oppreftive  grievances, 
the  grant  of  any  additional  fum  of 
money,  beyond  the  produce  of  the 
prefent  taxes,  would  be  injurious 
to  the  rights  and  property  of  the 
people,  and  derogatory  from  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  parliament. 
—They,  therefore,  appealing  to 
the  j uftiee  of  the  Commons,  moft 
earneftly  requefi,  that  before  any 
new  burthens  are  laid  upon  this 
country,  effectual  meafures  might 
be  taken  by  that  houfe,  to  enquire 
into  and  correct  the  grofs  abufes  in 
the  expenditure  of  public  money  3 
to  reduce  all  exorbitant  emolu¬ 
ments  3  to  refeind  and.  abolifh  all 
finecure  places,  and  unmerited 
penftons  3  and  to  appropriate  the 
produce  to  the  uecelii ties  of  the 
ftate. 

The  clergyupon  this  occaftondif- 
proved  a  charge,  which  had  been 
often  laid,  and,  perhaps,  not  al¬ 
ways*  without  fome  foundation, 
againft  them  3  as  if  they  were  more 
peculiarly  difpofed  to  be  chfequi- 
ous  to  power,  and  to  fupport  all 
meafures,  of  whatever  government, 
and  whatever  nature,  which  did 
not  immediately  affefl  their  own 
particular  rights  or  privileges,  than 
any  other  order  of  the  community. 
Although  the  meeting  was  in  the 
feat  of  the  metropolitan  fee,  and 
immediately  under  the  eye  of  pro¬ 
vincial  authority  and  government, 
not  only  a  considerable  number  of 
that  body  attended,  and  zealoufty 
propioteci  the  refolutions  and  pe¬ 
tition  3 
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til  ion  ;  but  no  lefs  than  fourteen 
clergymen,  including  two  dignita¬ 
ries  of  the  church,  were  appointed 
of  the  committee,  which  was  in¬ 
tended  to  give  efficacy  to  the  whole 
meafure  and  defign. 

,  ^  ,  The  county  of  Mid- 

J-7*.  dlefex  hood  forth  as  the 

;  °  *  fecond  of  the  county  of 
York.  In  about  a  week,  a  very 
numerous  meeting-  was  held  at 

o 

Hackney,  where  a  petition,  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  York,  with  feveral 
refolutions,  were  unanimouhy  a- 
greed  to  ;  and  a  committee  of  cor- 
refpondence  and  affociation,  con- 
lifting  of  fifty-three  gentlemen, 
who  were  diftinguifhed  by  rank, 
fortune,  ability,  or  popularity, 
apoointed  to  conduct  the  bufinefih 
At  this  meeting,  as  well  as  at  fome 
cf  thofe  which  fucceeded  in  other 
counties,  although  the  conduft  of 
minifters  was  treated  with  little 
mercy  indeed  ;  yet  it  was  fcarcely 
more  reprobated,  than  that  of  the 
maiorities  in  both  houfes.  The 

•j 

late  rejection  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  of  the  two  motions  of 
(Economical  reform,  which  had 
been  made  on  the  7 th  and  15  th  of 
December,  was  an  object  of  much 
general  and  particular  cenfure.  It 
became  likevvife  cuftomary  at  thofe 
meetings,  to  return  a  public  tri¬ 
bute  of  thanks  and  applaufe  to 
thofe  lords  and  gentlemen  in  both 
houfes,  who  had  attempted  to  Item 
the  reiiftlefs  torrent  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  war,  or  who  had  fmee  as  un- 
fuccefsfully  endeavoured  to  check 
or  reftrain  the  fuppofed  wafte  in 
the  public  expenditure. 

The  example  of  York  and  Mid- 
dlefex  was  foon  followed  by  the 
county  palatine  of  C'hefter.  And 
in  a  pretty  clofe  fucceffion  of  time, 
by  the  counties  of  Herts,  Suftex, 
Huntingdon,  Surry,  Cumberland, 


Bedford,  EfTex,  Somerfet,  Glou" 
cefter,  Wilts,  Dorfet, Devon,  Nor" 
folk,  Berks,  Bucks,  Nottingham* 
'Kent,  Northumberland,  Suffolk* 
Hereford,  Cambridge,  and  Derby* 
nearly,  if  not  entirely,  in  the  order 
in  which  they  are  placed.  Hants 
had  agreed  upon  a  petition,  on  the 
fame  day  with  Middlefex.  The 
Welfh  counties  of  Denbigh,  Fhnt, 
and  Brecknock,  iikewife  petition¬ 
ed,  as  did  the  cities  of  London, 
Weftminfter,  York,  Briftol,  Glou- 
cefter,  and  Hereford,  with  the 
towns  of  Nottingham,  Reading, 
Cambridge,  Bridgewater,  and 
Newcaftle  upon  Tyne.  The  coun¬ 
ty  of  Northampton  declined  pe¬ 
titioning,  but  voted  refolutions, 
and  inftruflions  to  their  reprefen- 
tatives,  upon  the  fame  ground, 
and  including  the  purport  of  the 
petitions,  as  a  previous  meafure. 

It  mu  ft  not  be  fuppofed,  that  in 
all  thefe  counties  and  towns,  the 
fpirit  was  alike,  or  that  the  fame 
unanimity  prevailed.  In  many, 
the  weight  of  property  appeared 
clearly  and  ftrongly  for  the  peti¬ 
tions.  In  others  it  was  more 
doubtful.  But  there  were  few,  in 
which  any  direft  or  fuccefsful  op- 
pofition  was  made  to  the  meafure. 
So  that,  explicitly  or  tacitly,  it 
might  be  confidered  as  agreeing 
tolerably  well  with  the  fenie  of 
thofe  places.' 

The  meafure  of  forming  com¬ 
mittees,  and  entering  into  affocia- 
tions,  was  a  great  humbling  block 
in  fome  of  the  counties.  Many 
who  were  heartily  difpofed  to  con¬ 
cur  in  reftraining  the  fuppofed  dan¬ 
gerous  influence  of  the  crown,  in 
procuring  a  reform  of  the  pubhc 
expenditure,  and  in  reftoring  the 
independency  of  parliament,  by 
cutting  off  the  means  of  corrup¬ 
tion,  were,  however,  apprehenfive 
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of  evil,  and  even  6f  danger  from 
thefe  meafures.  AfTociations  and 
committees  had  produced  fuch  re¬ 
cent  effefts  in  America,  and  even 
in  Ireland,  that  the  very  terms 
were  become  fufpicious.  The 
friends  of  government  dexteroufly 
applied  the  odium  or  terror  attend¬ 
ing  thefe  words  to  all  the  purpofes 
of  which  they  were  capable ;  and 
many,  who  would  not  venture  di¬ 
rectly  to  encounter  the  popular  rage 
for  reformation,  or  openly  to  avow 
that  they  were  the  friends  of  pub¬ 
lic  extravagance  or  corruption,  co¬ 
vered  their  opposition  by  quarrel¬ 
ling  with  thefe  obnoxious  incorpo¬ 
rations,  The  counties  of  Suffolk, 
Northumberland,  Hereford,  and 
Derby,  where  the  oppefite  parties 
were  pretty  equally  ballanced,  ac¬ 
cordingly  appointed  no  commits 
tees.  In  Kent,  where  the  popu¬ 
lar  fide  was  prevalent,  a  moderat¬ 
ing  fcheme  was  propofed.  To  this 
the  friends  of  government,  along 
with  thofe  who  wiihed  for  redrefs, 
but  who  were  enemies  to  commit- 
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tees,  and  did  not  approve  o 
language,  jointly  adhered,  and  fo 
tar  acted  as  one  party.  By  this 
means,  two  petitions  for  redrefs 
were  prefented  from  that  county  ; 
and  while  a  committee  was  formed, 
and  the  fcheme  of  affectation  was 
full v  adopted  by  the  majority,  a 
very  numerous  and  considerable 


party,  either  condemned  or  opT 
poled  both  meafures. 

The  members  of  admin iilration, 
and  men  in  office,  were  not  wholly 
deficient  in'  their  endeavours  to 
prevent  the  county  meetings.  But 
they  were  generally  overborne  by 
the  torrent.  Nothing  could  more 
clearly  demon  Urate  the  impetuofity 
of  the  fpirit  which  then  prevailed, 
than  that  the  noble  lord  at  the  lie  ad 


of  the  admiralty,  and  at  the  head 
likewife,  perfonally,  of  a  great 
body  of  hit  numerous  friends,  could 
not  prevent  the  meafures  of  a  pe¬ 
tition  and  a  committee,  from  be¬ 
ing  carried  in  his  own  native  and 
favourite  county  ;  in  which  he  had 
exerted  himfelf  with  his  known 
.ability  in  this  fort  of  affairs,  and 
with  all  the  influence  of  the  many 
great  offices  he  had  held  for  fo  ma¬ 
ny  years,  to  form  a  fecure  and  fet¬ 
tled  intcrefh  All  direft  oppofition 
being  fruitlefs,  endeavours  were 
ufed  to  obtain  proteils ;  butthdugh 
one  or  two  perfons  of  great  pro¬ 
perty  and  confequence  took  the 
lead  in  this  meafure,  it  was  not  at¬ 
tended  with  a  fuccefs  at  all  equal 
to  expectation.  Some  protefts 
were  figned  in  the  counties  of 
Herts,  Huntingdon,  Norfolk, 
Suffex,  and  Surry.  Thefe  pro- 
teds  did  not  oppofe  (that  indeed 
could  icarcely  be  done)  the  prayer 
of  the  petitions  ;  but  the  proteffors 
were  of  opinion,  that  the  whole 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  diferetion  of 
parliament,  in  whole  public  fpirit 
and  integrity,  they  thought  it  im¬ 
proper  to  exprefs,  particularly  at 
that  time,  any  fort  of  diilriift. 

The  petition  from  the  ,  0  , 
county  of  York  was  the  e  1  uL  ‘ 
frit  prefented,  and  was  introduced 
in  the  Houle  of  Commons  by  Sir 
George  Saville ;  who,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  preifure  of  a  heavy 
cold  and  hoarfenefs,  accompanied 
it  with  a  fpeech  of  confiderable 

x 

length,  Under  thefe  difadvan- 
tages,  the  novelty  and  importance 
of  the  fubjecl,  and  perhaps  Hill 
more,  the  chart: Ter  of  that  emi¬ 
nent  and  revered  patriot,  produc¬ 
ed  fo  profound  an  attention,  ii- 
lence,  and  ftillnefs,  in  every  part 
of  the  houfe,  as  ferved  in  a  great 
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jneafure  to  remedy  the  occaftonal 
defeft. 

He  obferved,  that  he  had  the 
honour  to  reprefent  a  very  exten- 
ftve,  a  very  populous,  a  very  mer¬ 
cantile,  manufacturing,  and  a 
very  rich  county.  That,  in  fuch 
a  county,  it  could  not  be  imagin¬ 
ed,  but  that  many  private  interefts 
might  be  made  objects  of  parlia¬ 
mentary  bounty  or  fupport,  if  ei¬ 
ther  the  reprefeiited,  or  reprefen - 
tatives,  like  fome  others,  were 
more  attentive  to  fuch  matters, 
than  to  the  great  concerns  of 
the  nation.  He  had,  however,  no 
private  petition  to  prefent,  or  bill 
to  bring  in  ;  although  in  fuch  a 
country  as  Yorkshire,  there  could 
be  no  lack  of  proper  objects  of  im¬ 
provement,  of  new  bridges,  roads, 
and  havens,  which  might  well  de- 
ferve  the  consideration  of  the  le- 
giflature.  He  brought  a  petition, 
which  had  Swallowed  up  the  consi¬ 
deration  of  all  private  objects,  and 
fuperfeded  all  private  petitions. 
A  petition  fubfcribed  by  eight 
•  thoufand  freeholders  and  upwards. 
The  people  had  heard,  that  a  re¬ 
gard  to  private  intereft,  in  that 
houfe,  was  a  great  enemy  to  the 
difcharge  of  public  duty.  They 
feel  Severely  the  preffure  of  heavy 
taxes,  and  are  at  the  fame  time 
told,  that  the  money,  which  they 
can  fo  ill  Spare,  is  wafted  profufely, 
not  only  without  its  producing  any 
good,  but  that  it  is  applied  to  the 
produ&ion  of  many  bad  effects. 

Thefe  things,  he  faid,  were  re¬ 
presented  calmly,  and  with  mode¬ 
ration.  Nothing  was  faid  of  the 
condudftof  minifters ;  it  might  have 
been  good,  or  it  might  have  been 
bad,  for  ought  that  appeared  in 
the  petition.  Never  Surely  were 
petitioners  toparliament,  upon  any 
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great  public  grievance,  more  cool 
and  difpaftionate.  They  confine 
themfelves.  Said  he,  to  oneobjett, 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  mo¬ 
ney.  But  though  they  made  no 
ftriflures  on  the  paft  management 
of  minifters,  he  could  not  in  can¬ 
dour  but  acknowledge,  that  it  was 
pretty  plainly  hinted  or  implied, 
that  thofe  who.  had  hitherto  ma¬ 
naged  our  public  affairs  fo  badly, 
as  to  afford  ground  for  the  prefent 
complaint,  were  not  fitting  to  be 
longer  entrufted  with  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  fuch  important  concerns. 

He  called  upon  the  minifter,  to 
fpeak  out  like  a  man,  and  to  de¬ 
clare,  whether  he  meant  to  coun¬ 
tenance  and  fupport  the  petition  or 
not.  Such  an  open  and  manly 
declaration  of  his  intentions,  would 
fave  them  much  time  and  trouble, 
and  would  better  become  a  man  of 
his  quality  and  power,  than  any 
mean  arts  of  minifterial  juggling 
and  craft.  He  made  no  threats ; 
that  petition  was  not  prefented  by 
men  with  fwords  and  mufkets.  It 
was  a  legal,  a  conftitutional  pe¬ 
tition.  The  requeft  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  was  fo  juft  and  reafonable, 
that  they  could  not  but  expe<ft  it 
would  be  granted;  but  fhould  it. 
be  refufed — there  he  would  leave 
a  blank  ;  that  blank,  let  the  con¬ 
sciences,  let  the  feelings,  let  the 
reafon  of  minifters  Supply.  Par¬ 
tial  expedients — mock  enquiries, 
would  not  Satisfy.  The  univer¬ 
sality  of  the  Sentiments  on  this 
fubjeft,  he  faid,  was  no  contempt¬ 
ible  proof  of  their  juftnefs.  He 
wiflied  that  houfe  toconfider,  from 
whom  that  petition  comes.  It  was 
firth  moved  in  a  meeting  of  fix  hun¬ 
dred  gentlemen,  and  upwards  ;  in 
the  hall  where  that  petition  was 
conceived,  there  was  more  pro¬ 
perty 
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p€rty  than  within  the  walls  of  that 
koufe,*— He  then  threw  down,  with 
feme  vehemence,  upon  the  table, 
a  lift  of  the  gentlemen’s  names,  and 
continued"*”* But  they  are  not  to 
abandon  their  petition,  whatever 
may  be  its  fate  in  this  lioufe  •  there 
is  a  committee  appointed  to  cor- 
refpond  en  the  fabjeft  of  the  peti¬ 
tion  with  the  committees  of  other 
counties. — Ke  concluded  by  like- 
wife  throwing ■  on.  the  table  a  lid 
e.f  the  names  of  the  committee, 
The,  miniker  feerned  to  lliew 
ft  me  degree  of  vexation  and  re - 
■fentment  in  bis  ■  anlv/er.  lie  laid, 
that  the  honourable  gentleman 
needed  not  to  have  taken  fo  much 
pains  to  convince  the  lioufe,  that 
the.  petition  ought  to  be  received  ; 
nor  to  have  expatiated  on  fo  obvi¬ 
ous  a  truth,  as  that  no  man,  or  fet 
of  men,  would  dare  to  reject  it* 
No  man  in  his  fenfes,  who  fat  in 
that  ho  tie,  could  be  ignorant,  that 
the  right  of  petitioning  belonged 
to  all  Britlih  fubjecls,-— He  had 
been  called  upon  to  declare,  wire- 
the r  he  would  oppofe  or  forward 
the  object  of  the  petition.  The 
petition  was  now  before  the  houfe  ; 
it  had  been  read  ;  and  it  fhould 
have  his  con  fen  t  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  home  time,  as  was  ufual  in  fuch 
cafes,  for  the  perufal  of  the  mem¬ 
bers.  The  houfe,  he  doubted  not, 
would  take  it  into  their  ferious 
confideratlon  ;  and  after  enquiring 
into  the  fafts  alledged,  after  exa¬ 
mining  the  merits  of  the  caufe, 
they  would  freely  and  impartially 
decide,  according  to  the  bed:  of 
their  judgment $  and  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  confult  the  good  of 
the  petitioners,  without  lofmp-  fip'ht 
of  that  of  the  country  in  general. 
A  petition  properly  introduced, 
would  always,  he  hoped,  in  that 
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houfe,  meet  with  a  fair  and  candid- 
attention.  . 

With  reipeef'  to  the  threats, 
\yhich,  he  faid,  had  been  broadly 
hinted  by  the  honourable  gentle¬ 
man,  he  hoped  they  could  have-no 
influence  in  that  houfe,  nor  at  all 
affedl  the  minds  of  the  judges, 
whether  on  one  wav  or  the  other* 
He  had  been  threatened  with  un¬ 
known  but  fevere  confequences,  if 
lie  fhould  io  much  as  delay  grant¬ 
ing  the  expected  redrefs,  until  art 
enquiry  fhould  be  made  into  the 
exigence,  nature,  and  extent,  of 
the  alledged  grievances.  Upon 
that,  he  mull  obferve,  that  the  pe¬ 
tition  muft  fuller  no  fmall  dimi¬ 
nution  of  its  fuppofed; value,  juk- 
nefs,  and  importance,  from  its  be¬ 
ing  accompanied  by  a  prohibition 
of  all  enquiry  into  the  validity  of 
the  fads  on  which  it  was  pretend¬ 
ed  to  be  founded.  At  lead  fufpi- 
cions  were  thrown  out,  that  any 
enquiry  which  might  bp  under¬ 
taken,  would  be  with  milker  and 
partial  views.  How  far  that  was 
fair  and  candid,  how  far  fuch  fup- 
pofitions,  in  a  cafe  of  that  kind, 
were  parliamentary,  he  fubmitted 
to  the  judgment  cf  the  houfe.— 
He  concluded  by  informing  the 
houfe,  that  they  mu  ft  not  consider 
his  proceeding  in  railing  the  ne- 
ceffary  fupplies,  as  any  difrefped 
to  the  petition.  The  petition  was 
neither  formally  nor  virtually  ne¬ 
gatived,  although  the  confedera¬ 
tion  of  it  was  not  preferred  to  all 
other  bufinefs.  The  fupplies  had 
been  voted,  and  it  would  be  necef- 
fary,  without  much  longer  delay, 
to  enter  on  the  fubjeft  of  ways  and 
means. 

Mr.  Fox  took  up  the  miniker’s 
fpeech,  with  that  fervour,  anima¬ 
tion,  energy,  and  feverity,  with 

which 
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'which  he  always  aflonifhes  and 
overpowers  his  hearers.  He  com¬ 
pared  his  prefent  language,  that 
the  confideration  of  the  petition 
might  very  fitly  be  poftponed  to 
that  of  ways  and  means  for  raif- 
ing  the  fupplies,  with,  what  he 
called,  the  generous  and  magna¬ 
nimous  admiration  of  miniflrv, 
when  they  could  not  hnd  words 
fufficiently  to  applaud  the  fpirited 
conducl  of  the  armed  aflociations 
in  Ireland,  who  refufed  to  grant 
fupplies  for  more  than  one  half 
year,  until  their  grievances  fhould 
be  redrafted,  and  the  prayer  of 
their  petition  for  a  free  trade 
fhould  be  granted.  He  afked  if 
there  was  one  law  for  the  aftocia- 
tions  in  Ireland,  and  another  for 
thofe  of  England  ?  No !  there 
could  not.  The  noble  lord  was 
a  man  of  accuracy  and  confiften- 
cy.  He  mull  therefore  mean, 
whatever  may  have  fallen  from 
him  in  the  heat  and  hurry  of  de¬ 
bate,  that  the  aflociations  .  in 
England,  in  imitation  of  thofe  in 
Ireland,  ought  to  grant  no  fup¬ 
plies,  until  their  petition  hnd*  a 
proper  refpeCt  ;  until  its  prayer 
be  fully  granted. 

After  indulging  this  vein  of 
irony,  he  faid,  that  he  was  at  a 
lofs  to  conjecture  the  threats, 
which  the  noble  lord  faid  had 
been  hinted  by  the  honourable 
gentleman  ;  thereby  intending  to 
fix  a  fligma  on  the  prefent  and  on 
other  petitions.  The  people  are 
not  in  arms,  they  do  not  menace 
civil  war.  The  nature  of  our 
conftitution,  (and  it  is  undoubt- 
1  y  one  of  its  higheft  perfections) 
has  happily  endued  them  with  o- 
ther  powers  of  redrefs  befides 
arms.  They  have  legal,  confti- 
tuiional,  and  peaceable  means  of 


enforcing  their  petitions.  It  was 
to  thelc  means  the  honourable 
gentleman  alluded,  when  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  would  fuppofe  that  he 
threw  out  threats  of.  another 
kind.  But  let  not,  laid  he,  the 
mild,  though  firm  voice  of  li¬ 
berty,  be  miliaken  for  the  difmal 
and  dilcordant  accents  of  blood 
and  iiaug liter.  The  evil  which 
the  honourable  gentleman  pre¬ 
fixes,  if  this  or  other  petitions 
are  ipurned  with  contempt  and 
ip  hie  nee,  is  of  another,  though 
not  of  a  lefs  formidable  nature. 
The  people  will  lofe'  all  confi¬ 
dence  in  their  reprefentatives,  all 
reverence  for  parliament.  The 
confequences  of  iudh  a  fituation 
need  not  be  pointed  out:  but  let 
not  the  contemplation  of  neceiiary 
effefts  be  conquered  as  a  denun¬ 
ciation  of  vengeance. 

He  could  not  imagine,  he  faid, 
that  any  objeCcion  could  poftibly 
be  made  to  the  petition.  But 
fome  perhaps  might  fay,  S(  are 
we  dinners  above  all  that  went 
before  us,  like  thofe  on  whom  the 
Tower  of  Siloam  fell?”  Are  we 
more  corrupt  than  other  parlia¬ 
ments,  who  were  never  pe  ftp  red 
with  petitions  of  this  kind  ?  No, 
faid  he,  I  don’t  fuppofe  you  are  ; 
but  though  former  parliaments 
were  as  bad  as  you,  and  you 
know  the  feverity  of  that  compa¬ 
nion,  yet  the  people  did  not 
know  it.  Now  they  fed  it ;  they 
feel  the  preflure  of  taxes  ;  and 
they  beg  you  would  not  lay  your 
hand  fo  heavily  upon  them,  but 
be  as  ceconomical  as  poftible  in  the 
expenditure  of  their  money.  Let 
the  minifters  grant  the  requefts  of 
the  people,  and  the  whole  glory 
of  fo  popular  a  compliance  will 
be  entirely  theirs.  Like  charity, 

it 
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it  will  co-ver  the  multitude  of  their 
pad  fins.  Ireland  has  given  them 
a  foretade  of  what  they  may  ex- 
j>eft».  Their  praifes  have  been 
io-unded  in  loud  drains-  there,  for 
granting,  what  that  people  had 
jnaade  good  for  themfelves  by  their 
own  uni  fleets, .-—He  would  put  the 
coratroverfy,  he  faid,  between  the 
miniilry  and  his  fide  of  the  houfe 
to  the  fame  iflue,  on  -which  the 
wifeft  of  kings  and.  of  men,  red¬ 
ed  the  determination  of  the  dif- 
pafee  between  the  two  women, 
each  of  whom  claimed  the  living, 
and  disavowed  the  dead  child. 
We  fay  to  mini  dry,  you  mifapply 
the  public  money  ;  nay,  you  do 
worfe,  you  apply  it  to  bad  pur- 
pofes  :  r — ■  Minidry  fay  to  us, 
you  want  our  places  ;  and  thus 
the  charge  of  corruption  is  given 
and  retorted.  But  the  time  is 
tow  come  to  put  the  fmcerity  of 
both  to  the-  ted,  and  to  know, 
whole  child  corruption  really  is; 
we  challenge  miniders  to  the  tri¬ 
al  ;  we  call  upon  them  publickly, 
and  drenuouflv  urge  them,  to  fa- 
criiice  that  dii  cl  aimed ,  but  evi¬ 
dently  dear  and  favoured  child. 
If  they  refufe  to  abide  by  this 
ted,  no  doubt  can  remain  as  to 
die  parentage. 

There  was  little  debate  at  the 
times  of  preferring  the  other  pe¬ 
titions,  which  followed  this  lead- 
inn  petition  very  fad. 

In  two  days  after  a  petition 
from  the  principal  merchants, 
planters,  and  others,  intereded 
in  the  iiland  of  Jamaica,  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe.  In  a  drong 
and  ummially  vehement  dyle  of 
complaint,  they  date  the  ncgleft 
of  protection  to  that  iiland,  and 
the  imminent  dangers  therefrom 
arifing.  At  the  faip-e  time  that 
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they  reprefent,  that  the  tempo¬ 
rary  fafety  which  it  had  hitherto 
enjoyed,  proceeded  merely  from 
the  direction  of  the  enemy’s  force 
to  other  objefts,  and  not  to  any 
intrinfic  means  of  defence  provid¬ 
ed  by  his  majefty’s  miniders,  they 
freely  declare  their  opinion,  that 
the  fafety  of  fuch  a  pone  Id  on 
ought  not  to  have  been  commit¬ 
ted  to  chance.  They  farther  re¬ 
prefent,  that  the  iiland  of  Jama¬ 
ica  is  not  inferior  in  value  to  any 
of  the  dependencies  of  Great 
Britain  ;  that  a  great  part  even 
of  what  appears  to  be  the  interior 
wealth  of  Great  Britain  itfelf,  is-, 
in  reality,  the  wealth  of  Jamaica, 
which  is  fo  intimately  interwoven 
with  the  internal  intered  of  this 
kingdom,  that  it  is  not  ealv  to 
didinguifh  them ;  that  a  great 
part  of  the  trade  and  navigation, 
a  large  proportion  of  the  revenue, 
and  very  much  of  the  mercantile 
and  the  national  credit,  and  of 
the  value  of  the  landed  intered, 
depend  immediately  on  its  pre- 
fervation  ;  that  its  defence  is 
therefore  an  objeft  as  important 
to  Great  Britain,  as  any  part  of 
Great  Britain  itfelf;  and  that  it 
is  an  obi  eft  to  be  provided  for 
with  dill  greater  care  and  fore¬ 
light,  becaufe  its  natural  means 
of  home  defence  are  infinitely  led 
confiderable. 

The  petitioners  declare,  that, 
confcious  of  their  invariable  loy¬ 
alty  to  the  crown,  and  their  un- 
bounded  attachment  to  the  prof- 
peri  ty  of  the  whole  empire,  they 
are  not  able  to  conjefture  for  what 
offence,  real  or  pretended,  they 
have  fo  long  been  put  under  this 
profeription  ;  if  they  had  been 
aCtive  by  faftious  clamours,  or 
del  ufi ve  reprefentations,  by  cong¬ 
ee  all  ng 
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teaming  true,  or  fuggelling  falfe 
information,  in  betraying  their 
fovereign  and  their  country  into 
war,  they  might  have  the  lefs 
reaicn  to  complain  of  the  neg¬ 
lect  by  which  they  have  buffered 
fo  many  diffreffes,  and  have  been 
expofed  to  fo  many  dangers  ;  but 
it  was  in  the  recollection,  they 
faid,  of  the  houfe,  that,  at  an 
early  period  of  the  prefent  un¬ 
happy  troubles,  the  body  of  the 
Weil  India  planters  and  merch¬ 
ants,  did  humbly  Hate  their  ap- 
preheniions  to  parliament,  and 
deprecated  the  unhappy  ineafures 
which  were  then  taken ;  it  was 
the  misfortune  of  the  public,  as 
well  as  theirs,  that  no  attention 
was  then  paid  to  their  humble 
prayers,  and  that  their  molt  du¬ 
tiful  representations  were  totally 
negleCtecL 

They  proceed  to  Hate  a  num¬ 
ber  of  faCts  and  arguments  to 
ffiew,  that  they  did  not  deferve  to 
be  tfyus  abandoned,  through  any 
failure  on  their  fide,  in  not  hav¬ 
ing  purchafed  for  a  valuable  con- 
fideration  the  protection  of  the 
Hate.  On  that  ground  they  ob- 
ferve,  that  befides  their  trade 
being  almoH  wholly  confined  to 
the  mother  country,  and  the  ge¬ 
neral  refidence  of  both  planters 
and  merchants  there,  and  the 
produce  of  their  eHates  being  .as 
Largely  taxed  in  Great  Britain  to 
the  common  fupport,  as  that  of 
any  others  ;  they  endured  other 
great  and  heavy  burthens,  pecu¬ 
liar  only  to  them Helves.  The  af- 
fembly  of  Jamaica  had,  beyond 
any  former  example  of  liberality, 
and  far  beyond  their  abilities, 
laid  dellruCtive  impofitions  on 
*}ieir  eHates  and  property  within 
the  iiland  ;  vaH,  burthenfomc,  and 
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even  ruinous  perfcnal  fervices, 
were  chearfully  given  ;  and  thus, 
under  the  double  weight  of  taxes 
and  impofitions  in  England  and 
in  Jamaica  ;  under  heavy  perfo¬ 
rm!  fervice  in  the  latter  ;  and. 
under  all  the  fatal,  though  not 
unforefeen  confluences,  of  the 
reparation  from  North  America  ; 
they  had  been  farther  induced,  on 
fuggeltions  from  friends  of  go¬ 
vernment,  to  refort  in  their  indi¬ 
vidual  characters  to  their  alrnolfc 
exhaultcd  purles,  and  had  actual¬ 
ly  made  a  large  private  fubfcrip- 
tion  for  their  own  defence.  They 
appeal  to  a  number  of  faCts  and 
dates,  to  fhew  their  repeated  ap¬ 
plications,  and  ineffectual  rernon- 
Hrances,  down  from  the  year 
1775,  to  government ;  and  ag¬ 
gravate  the  neglcCt  or  refufal  of 
defence,  by  the  declaration  of 
the  fecretary  at  war,  that  his 
majeffy  then  commanded  more 
numerous  forces  by  fea  and  land, 
than  the  molt  formidable  monarch 
of  the  world  had  under  his  or¬ 
ders,  when  his  power  alarmed  all 
Europe  ;  they  feel,  that  they  are 
amon gH  thofe  who  are  taxed  for 
the  maintenance  of  an  army  cf 
upwards  of  70,000  men  in  North 
America  ;  and  they  prefume, 
that  the  fupprcffion  of  no  rebel¬ 
lion  whatever,  can  be  a  more 
near  and  urgent  concern  of  any 
government,  than  the  protection 
of  its  loyal  and  ufeful  fubjeCts, 
They  conclude,  by  claiming  pro¬ 
tection  as  their  undoubted  right; 
and  declare,  that  they  look  back 
with  horror  at  thofe  dangers, 
from  which,  by  the  foie  difpenfa- 
tion  of  the  divine  providence, 
they  have  efcaped,  whillt  funds/ 
of  their  fellow-fubjeCts  are  now 
obliged  to  proHrate  themfelyes  at 

the 
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the  foot  of  the  throne  of  the 
French  king,  and  to  implore  the 
mercy  of  that  monarch,  inffead 
of  the  protection  of  their  natural 
fovereign. 

This  long  petition,  which  dat¬ 
ed  fails  with  fo  little  manage¬ 
ment,  was  fubfcribed  by  75,  of 
the  principal  planters,  merchants, 
or  others,  who  were  immediately 
interelted  in  the  iiland  of  Jamaica. 
It  was  prefented  by  Mr.  Pennant, 
who  in  his  introductory  fpeech, 
among  a  number  of  pointed 
charges,  of  neglect,  fupinenefs, 
or  indifference,  ®n  the  fide  of  the 
mini  dry,  directly  charged  the  no- 
ble  lord  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
with  paying  fo  little  attention  to 
the  reprefentations  of  its  danger 
made  by  the  governor  and  coun¬ 
cil  of  that  invaluable  Hand,  that 
he  had  openly  confefied  in  that 
houfe  that  he  had  never  read  them. 
A  declaration,  he  laid,  for  which 
the  noble  lord  deferved  to  be  im¬ 
peached. 

Both  the  minider,  and  the  no¬ 
ble  lord  at  the  head-  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  department,  took  fome  part 
in  the  fubfecpuent  debate  ;  but  as 
the  matter  wa!s  more  fully  enter¬ 
ed  into,  on  Lord  Rockingham’s 
motion,  upon  the  fame  fubject, 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  we  fiiall 
defer  our  recital  to  that  occa- 
licn.  A  fort  of  a  pro  tell,  againll 
the  petition,  figned  by  about  40 
names,  afforded  room  for  fome 
farcafm,  and  even  ridicule,  in 
both  houfes.  It  was  obferved  on 
that  fubjefl,  that  the  favourite 
contractor,  and  the  keeper  of  the 
convicts,  on  board  the  hulks  at 
Woolwich,  were  the  principals 
in  that  production  ;  and  that  the 
generality  of  the  Other  fob  {bri¬ 
bers,  inffead  of  coming  under  the 


defeription  of  planters  or  merch¬ 
ants,  were  either  men  of  no  name 
any  where,  or  were  poffeffed  of 
no  property  of  any  confequence 
in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica.  After 
a  ffrange  fort  of  a  loofe  draggling 
debate,  interrupted  by  fome  un- 
ufual  noife  and  clamour,  it  was 
at  length  agreed,  that  the  petition 
fnould  lie  upon  the  table. 

It  was  on  the  fame  „  ,  , 

day,  that  Mr.  Burke,  e"‘  1 1  tn* 
purluant  to  the  notice  which  he 
had  given  before  the  recefs,  pre¬ 
fented  his  plan  For  the  better 
fecurity  of  the  independence  of 
parliament,  and  the  ceconomical 
reformation  of  the  civil  and  other 
effahlifnments.”  As  the  cele¬ 
brated  fpeech  with  which  he  in¬ 
troduced  and  f upported.  his  plan, 
has  been  publifhed  by  authority, 
has  gone  through  feveral  editions, 
and  muff  have  been  feen  by  moil 
of  our  readers,  we  fiiall  only 
touch  upon  thofe  leading  fea¬ 
tures,  or  outlines  of  the  fubjeCl, 
from  which  fume  general  but 
comprehensive  ideas  of  its  delign 
and  objedls  may  be  formed. 

He  laid  down  the  following 
general  principles,  as  containing 
thofe  fundamental  rules,  by  which 
he  was  determined  to  raife  iris 
fuperffrufture  of  reform. 

That  all  jurifdfolions  which 
furnilh  more  matter  of  expence, 
more  temptation  to  oppreffion,  or 
more  means  and  inffruments  of 
corrupt  influence*  than  advan¬ 
tage  to  juffice,  or  political  ad- 
miniffration,  ought  to  be  abo~ 
lifhed. 

That  all  public  eftates  which 
are  more  fubfervient  to  the  pur- 
pofos  of  vexing,  overawing,  and 
influencing,  thofe  who  hold  un¬ 
der  them,  and  to  the  expence  of 
'  »  percep- 
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perception  and  management,  than 
of  benefit  to  the  revenue,  ought, 
upon  every  principle,  both  of  re¬ 
venue,  and  of  freedom,  to  be 
difpofed  of. 

That  all  offices  which  bring 
more  charge  than  proportional 
advantage  to  the  ftate  ;  that  all 
offices  which  may  be  engrafted  on 
others,  uniting  and  iimplifying 
their  duties,  ought,  in  the  hrft 
cafe,  to  be  taken  away  ;  and 
in  the  fecond  to  be  confoii- 
dated. 

That  all  fuch  offices  ought  to 
be  abolished,  as  obftrudt  the  prof- 
pecfb  of  the  general  fuperinten- 
dant  of  finance  ;  which  dellroy 
his  fuperintendencv ;  which  dif¬ 
able  him  from  forefeeing  and  pro¬ 
viding  for  charges  as  they  may 
occur  ;  from  preventing  expcnce 
in  its  origin,  checking  it  in  its 
progrefs,  or  fecuring  its  applica¬ 
tion  to  its  proper  purpofes.  A 
minifter  under  whom  expence’s  can 
be  made  without  his  knowledge, 
can  never  fay  what  it  is  that  he 
can  fpend,  or  what  it  is  that  he 
can  fave. 

That  it  is  proper  to  eftahliih  an 
invariable  order  in  all  payments  ; 
which  will  prevent  partiality  ; 
which  will  give  preference  to  fer- 
vices,  not  according  to  the  im¬ 
portunity  of  the  demandant',  but 
the  rank  and  order  of  their  uti¬ 
lity  or  their  juftice. 

That  it  is  right  to  reduce  every 
eflablifhment,  and  every  jrart  of 
an  ehabli foment  (as  nearly  as 
poffibie)  to  certainty,  the  life  of 
id!  order  and  good  management. 
And  la  illy,  that  all  fubordinate 
treafuries,  as  the  nur/hrie.s  of 
mifmanagement,  and,  as  natu¬ 
rally  drawing  to  themfelves  as 
much  money  as  they  can*  keep- 
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ing  it  as  long  as  they  can,  and 
accounting  for  it  as  late  as  thev 
can,  ought  to  be  diflolved.  They 
have  a  tendency  to  perplex  and 
dill  rail  the  public  accounts,  and 
to  excite  a  fuipicion  of  govern¬ 
ment,  even  beyond  the  extent  of 
their  abufe. 

To  thefe  principles  or  rules  of 
internal  government  and  finance, 
we  fn all  add,  as  a  farther  ill uif ra¬ 
tion  of  the  fubjea,  and  for  the 
better  comprehending  the  nature 
of  this  feheme  of  reform,  the 
llatement  of  its  end  and  object, 
and  of  the  limits  which  the  au¬ 
thor  affigned  to  himfelf,  as  drawn 
from  Mr.  Burked  introductory 
fpeech  previous  to  the  recefs. 

He  intended,  he  faid,  a  regu¬ 
lation,  fubffiantial  as  far  as  it 
went,  it  would  give  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  fervice,  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year.  It  would 
cut  off  a  quantity  of  influence 
equal  to  the  places  of  fifty  mem¬ 
bers  of  parliament.  He  relied 
more  on  a  plan  for  removing  the 
means  of  corruption,  than  upon 
any  devices  which  might  be  ufed 
to  prevent  its  operation,  where 
thefe  means  were  fullered  to  ex- 
ih.  Take  away,  laid  he,  the 
means  of  influence,  and  you  ren¬ 
der  difqualifications  unneoeflary. 
Leave  them,  and  no  difqualifica- 
tion  can  ever  wholly  prevent 
their  operation  on  parliament.— 
His  plan,  he  cbferved,  flood  in 
the  way  of  no  other  reformation  r 
but,  on  the  contrary,  it  tended 
exceedingly  to  forward  ail  ration¬ 
al  attempts  towards  that  great  end. 
It  certainly  could  not  make  acare- 
lefs  miniiler  an  ceconomid.  But  the 
bed  miniker  would  find  the  ufe  of 
it ;  and  it  would  be  no  fmall  check 
on  the  work.  Bor  its  main  pur- 

pofc 
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pofe  was  to  correct  the  prefent 
prodigal  conftitution  of  the  civil 
executive  government  of  this 
kingdom ;  and  unlefs  that  was 
done,  he  was  fatisfied  n©  minif- 
ter  whatever  could  poffibly  intro¬ 
duce  the  belt  ceconoiny  into  the 
adminiftration  of  it. 

With  refpeft  to  his  aligned  li¬ 
mits  ;  the  firft,  he  faid,  was 
found  in  the  rules  of  juftice.  And 
therefore,  he  did  not  propofe  to 
touch  what  any  private  man  held 
by  a  legal  tenure.  —  The  fecond 
limit  was  in  the  rules  of  equity 
and  mercy.  Where  offices  might 
be  fuppreffed,  which  formed  the 
whole  maintenance  of  innocent 
people,  it  would  be  hard,  faid 
he,  “  and  hardfhip  is  a  kind  of 
*e  injuftice,  that  they  who  were 
te  decoyed  into  particular  fitua- 
<£  tions  of  life,  by  our  fault, 
“  Aiould  be  made  the  facrifictr  of 
*c  our  penitence.  1  do  not  mean 
to  ftarve  fuch  people,  becaufe 
*c  we  have  been  prodigal  in  our 
eftablifiiments.5’  The  remo¬ 
vals,  he  faid,  would,  fall  almoft 
wholly  on  thofe,  v/ho  held  offices 
by  a  tenure,  in  which  they  were 
liable  to  be,  and  frequently  were, 
removed  merely  for  accommodat¬ 
ing  the  arrangements  of  admi- 
niftration  ;  and  furely  the  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  public,  in  a 
great  cafe  like  the  prelent,  was 
full  as  material  a  caufe  for  their 
removal,  as  the  convenience  of 
any  adminiftration,  or  the  dif- 
pleafure  of  any  minifler. 

The  third  fort  of  limits,  he  faid, 
were  to  be  found  in  the  fervice  of 
the  ftate.  No  one  employment, 
really  and  fubftantially  ufeful  to 
the  public,  and  which  might 
not  very  well  be  otherwife  fup- 
plied,  was  to  be  retrenched ;  or 
to  be  diminifhed  in  its  lawful  and 
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cullomary  emoluments.  To  c 06 
off  fuch  fervice,  or  fuch  reward, 
was  what  he  conceived  neither 
politic  nor  rational  in  any  fenfe. 
— The  fourth  of  his  limits,  was, 
that  the  fund  for  the  reward  of 
fervice  or  merit,  was  to  be  left 
of  fufficient  folidity,  for  its  pro¬ 
bable  purpofes. — And  the  lad, 
that  the  crown  ffiould  be  left  an 
ample  and  liberal  provifion  for 
perfonal  fatisfa&ion ;  and  for  as 
much  of  magnificence,  as  was 
fuitable  with  the  burthened  ftate 
of  this  country. 

He  had  before  obferved,  that 
the  whole  of  our  grievances  were 
owing  to  the  fatal  and  overgrown 
influence  of  the  crown  ;  and  that 
influence  itfelf  to  our  enormous 
prodigality.  That,  they  moved 
in  a  circle ;  they  became  recipro¬ 
cally  caufe  and  effect ;  and  the 
aggregate  product  of  both  was 
fwelled  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  not 
only  our  power  as  a  ftate,  but 
every  vital  energy,  every  active 
principle  of  our  liberty,  would 
be  overlaid  by  it.  He  knew  that 
influence  was  thought  neceffary 
for  government.  Poffibly,  in 
fome  degree  it  might.  But  he 
declared,  that  it  was  for  the  fake 
of  government,  for  the  fake  of 
reftoring  to  it  that  reverence, 
which  was  its  foundation,  that  he 
wiflied  to  reftrain  the  exorbitance 
of  its  influence.  Is  not  every 
one  fenfible  how  much  that  in¬ 
fluence  is  raifed  ?  Is  not  every 
one  fenfible  how  much  autho¬ 
rity  is  funk  ?  The  reafon, 
he  faid,  was  perfedlly  evident. 
Government  ought  to  have  fuf¬ 
ficient  force  for  its  functions  ; 
but  it  ought  to  have  no  more.  It 
ought  not  to  have  force  enough 
to  fupport.  itfelf  in  the  neglefl, 
or  in  the  abufe  of  them.  If  it 

has. 
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has,  they  mufk  be,  as  they  are, 
abufed  and  negledted.  •*  Men  will 
throw  themfelves  on  their  power 
Jor  a  j unification  of  their  want  of 
order,  vigilance,  forefight,  and 
all  the  virtues,  and  all  the  quali¬ 
fications  of  a  ftatefman.  The 
min  liter  may  exifi,  but  the  go¬ 
vernment  is  gone. 

As  the  whole  of  this  compre- 
henfive  fcheme  of  reform,  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  five  bills  which  were 
propofed  by  its  author,  a  recital 
of  their  titles  will  afford  fome 
general  idea  of  the  principal  ob¬ 
jects  to  which  it  was  directed. — 
The  fir  It  was  entitled  “  A  bill, 
<(  for  the  better  regulation  of 
his  majelty’s  civil  eltablifh- 
“  ments,  and  of  certain  public 
iC  offices  ;  for  the  limitation  of 
“  penfions,  and  the  fuppreffion 
ft  of  fundry  ufelefs,  expenfive, 
and  inconvenient  places  ;  and 
t(  for  applying  the  monies  laved 
“  thereby  to  the  public  fervice.” 

The  fecond,  tc  A  bill  for  the 
tf  fale  of  the  fore  It  and  other 
“  crown  lands,  rents,  and  here- 
“  ditaments,  with  certain  excep- 
“  tions  ;  and  for  applying  the 
“  produce  thereof  to  the  public 
(<  fervice  ;  and  for  fecuring,  af- 
tf  certainfng,  and  fatisfying,  te- 
“  nant-rights,  and  common  and 
“  other  rights.'” 

Third,  ((  A  bill  for  the  more 
tc  perfectly  uniting  to  the  crown 
“  the  principality  of  Wales,  and 
(<  the  county  palatine  of  Chefter, 
“  and  for  the  more  commodious 
“  adminiftration  of  juftice  within 
“  the  fame  ;  as  alfo,  for  abo- 
“  lifhing  certain  offices  now  ap- 
“  pertaining  thereto  ;  for  quiet- 
ing  dormant  claims,  afeertain- 
“  ing  and  fecuring  tenant-rights, 
and  for  the  fale  of  fordl  lands, 
Vpl.  XXIII. 


st  and  other  lands,  tenements, 
“  and  hereditaments,  held  by  his 
“  majefiy  in  right  of  the  faid 
“  principality,  or  county  pala- 
“  tine  of  Cheller,  and  for  ap- 
“  plying  the  produce  thereof  to 
the  public  fervice.” 

Fourth,  <f  A  bill  for  uniting  to 
“  the  crown  the  duchy  and  coun- 
“  ty  palatine  of  Lancafier;  for 
“  the  fuppreffion  of  unnecefTary 
“  offices,  now  belonging  thereto; 

for  the  afeertainment  and  fecu- 
“  rity  of  tenant  and  other  rights; 
et  and  for  the  fale  of  all  rents, 
te  lands,  tenements,  heredita- 
t(  ments,  and  forefi; s,  within  the 
“  faid  duchy  and  county  pala- 
tine,  or  either  of  them;  and 
“  for  applying  the  produce  there- 
tf  of  to  the  public  fervice.” 

And  fifthly,  te  A  bill  for  uni- 
“  dng  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  to 
<x  the  crown;  for  the  fuppreffion 
<tr  of  certain  unnecefiary  offices 
“  now  belonging  thereto  ;  for 
“  the  afeertainment  and  fecurity 
of  tenant  and  other  rights  ; 
“  and  for  the  fale  of  certain 
“  rents,  lands,  and  tenements, 
within  or  belonging  to  the  faid 
t(  duchy  ;  and  for  applying  the 
“  produce  thereof  to  the  public 
“  fervice.” 

On  this  fubjedt,  befides  dis¬ 
playing  the  moil  intimate  and 
comprehenfive  knowledge  of  the 
origin,  hifiory,  nature,  govern¬ 
ment,  and  ftate  of  thofe  various 
jurifdiclions,  as  well  as  of  their 
refpedtive  eftablifhmcnts,  and  of 
the  numerous  interefts  which  were 
affefted  by  or  conncdied  with 
them,  (for  all  of  which  he  pro¬ 
pofed  to  provide,  either  equita¬ 
ble  and  liberal  compcnfaticms,  or 
perfedt  indemnification  and  reme¬ 
dy,)  his  fertile  genius  drew  fuel* 
[G]  materials 
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materials  from  ground  which  Teem¬ 
ed  fufficiently  barren,  as  enabled 
him  to  combine  the  beauties  of 
deferiptive  poetry,  with  the  clear¬ 
ed  ftatement  of  fails,  and  with  all 
the  powers  of  argument. 

He  commenced  his  reform  with 
the  roval  ho  lifehold  ;  an  eftabiifh- 
nient  which  he  conftdered  as  ex¬ 
ceedingly  abuiive  in  its  conftitu- 
tion.  He  fhewed  that  it  was 
formed  upon  manners  and  cuftoms, 
which  had  long  fmee  expired ; 
and  in  many  refpefts  upon  feudal 
principles.  He  dated  that  man¬ 
ners  and  modes  W  living-  had  to¬ 
tally  changed ;  that  royalty  it- 
felf,  as  well  as  private  men,  was 
obliged  to  give  way  to  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  that  change;  but  with 
this  very  material  difference,  that 
private  men  had  got  rid  of  their 
aniient  eftabliihments  along  with 
£he  reafons  of  them  ;  whereas  the 
royal  houfehold  has  loft  all  that 
was  ftately  and  venerable  in  the 
antique  manners,  without  re¬ 
trenching  any  thing  of  the  cum¬ 
brous  charge  of  a  gothic  eftablifh- 
inent.  Bat  when  the  reafon  of 
old  eftablifhments  was  gone,  it 
was  abfurd  to  preferve  nothing 
but  the  burthen  of  them.  He 
treated  feveral  parts  of  this  fub- 
jedt  with  infinite  humour  ;  and  by 
throwing  them  into  various  fhades 
of  ridicule,  increafed  the  aifplay 
of  theif  abfurdity. 

His  fcheme  of  reduction  went 
in  the  whole  to  the  following  parts 
- — To  the  treafurer,  the  comp¬ 
troller,  and  the  cofferer  of  the 
houfehold  ;  the  treafurer  of  the 
chamber,  the  mafter  of  the  houfe¬ 
hold  ;  the  whole  board  of  green- 
cloth,  and  avail  number  of  fubor¬ 
dinate  offices  in  the  department  of 
•^he  fteward  of  the  houfehold  $  to 


the  whole  eftabliihment  of  the 
great  wardrobe,  the  removing 
wardrobe,  the  jewel  office,  the 
robes ;  the  board  of  works ;  and 
took  away  almoft  the  whole  charge 
of  the  civil  branch  of  the  board  of 
ordnance.  All  thefe  arrange¬ 
ments  taken  together,  he  faid, 
would  be  found  to  relieve  the  na¬ 


tion  from  a  vaft  weight  of  in¬ 


fluence  ;  and  that  fo  far  from  dif- 


trefiing,  that  it  would  rather  for¬ 
ward  every  public  iervice. 

His  plan  likewife  extended  to 
the  deftruftion  of  fubordinate 
treafuries,  and  of  courfe  to  the 
two  treafuries,  or  pay-offices,  of 
the  army  and  navy.  He  propos¬ 
ed,  that  thefe  offices  fhould  be 
no  longer  banks  or  treafuries  ;  but 
mere  offices  of  adminif  ration  ;  and 
that  all  money  which  was  for¬ 
merly  imprefted  to  them,  fhould 
in  future  be  imprefted  to  the  bank 
of  England.  Ele  would  likewife 
have  the  bufmefs  of  the  mint,  ex¬ 
cepting  what  related  to  it  as  a 


manufa&ufy,  transferred  to  that 


great  corporation.  The  plan 
went  to  the  total  removal  of  the 
fubordinate  treafury,  and  office, 
of  the  paymafter  of  the  penfions  ; 
the  payments  being  in  future  to 
be  made  by  the  exchequer  ;  the 
great  patent  offices  of  the  exche¬ 
quer  to  be  reduced  to  fixed  fala- 
ries,  as  the  prefent  lives  and  re-r 
verfions  fhould  fucceffively  fall  ; 
the  feverah  places  of  keepers  of 
the  flag  hounds,  buck  hounds, 
fox  hounds,  and  harriers,  to  be 
totally  abolifhed.  He  Hfo  pro- 
pofed  to  reform  the  new  office  of 
third  fecretary  of  Hate,  commonly 
called  fecretary  of  ftate  for  the  co¬ 
lonies  ;  the  fabrication  of  which, 
like  that  of  all  other  late  arrange¬ 
ments,  he  confidered  merely  as  a 
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job,  the  two  antient  fecretaries 
being  fuppofed  now,  as  hereto¬ 
fore,  f ul i y  competent  to  the  whole 
of  the  public  bufinefs.  He  con¬ 
cluded  his  plan  of  reduction  by 
propoling  the  total  annihilation  of 
the  board  of  trade,  as  an  office 
totally  ufelefs,  anfwering  none  of 
its  avowed  or  fuppofed  purpofes, 
and  ferving  merely  to  proviae 
eight  members  for  parliament, 
and  thereby  to  retain  their  fer- 
vices.  We  ffiould  alfo  obferve, 
that  he  propofed  a  limitation  of 
penfions  to  6o,oool.  a  year ;  but 
he  did  not  propofe  to  take  away 
any  man’s  prelent  penfion,  and 
thought  it  more  prudent  in  that 
refpecl  not  to  adhere  to  the  letter 
of  the  petitions. 

To  this  plan  of  reduflion  he 
fubjoined  a  plan  of  arrangement. 
This  he  profefled  to  be  his  fa¬ 
vourite  part  of  the  fcheme,  as  he 
conceived  it  would  effectually  pre¬ 
vent  all  prodigality  in  the  civil 
lift  in  future.  He  propofed  to 
eftablilh  a  fixed  and  invariable  or¬ 
der  in  all  payments,  from  which 
the  firft  lord  of  the  treafury  fhould 
not  be  permitted  upon  any  pre¬ 
tence  whatever  to  deviate.  For 
this  purpofc,  he  divided  the  ci¬ 
vil  lift  payments  into  nine  claftes, 
putting  each  clafs  forward  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  importance  or  juftice 
of  the  demand,  or  to  the  inabi¬ 
lity  of  the  perfons  entitled  to  en¬ 
force  their  pretenfions.  In  the 
firft  of  thefe  claftes  were  placed 
the  judges  ;  the  minifters  to  fo¬ 
reign  courts  in  the  fecond ;  tradef- 
men,  who  fupplied  the  crown,  in 
the  third ;  domeftic  fervants  of 
the  king,  and  all  perfons  in  effi¬ 
cient  offices,  whofe  falaries  did  not 
exceed  200I.  a  year,  in  the  fourth  ; 
the  penfions  and  allowances  of  the 
foyal  family,  comprehending  of 


courfe  the  queen,  together  with 
the  ftated  allowance  of  the  privy 
purfe,  compofed  the  fifth  clafs. 
The  lixth  took  in  thole  efficient 
offices  of  duty,  whofe  falaries 
might  exceed  two  hundred  pounds 
a  year  ;  the  whole  penfion  lift  was 
included  in  the  feventh;  the  offi¬ 
ces  of  honour  about  the  king  in 
the  eighth;  and  in  the  ninth,  the 
falaries  and  penfions  of  the  firft 
lord  of  the  treafury  himfelf,  the 
chancellor  cf  the  exchequer,  and 
the  other  commiffioners  of  that 
department.  To  thefe  arrange¬ 
ments  were  added  fome  regula¬ 
tions,  which  would  for  ever  have 
prevented  any  civil  lift  debt  from 
again  coming  on  the  public. 

No  fmall  ufe  was  made  in  this 
fpeech  of  the  oeconomical  reform, 
which  Mr.  Necker  had  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  French  finances, 
and  the  great  effe&s  which  it 
had  already  produced,  both  as  an 
example  and  ground  of  argu¬ 
ment,  for  adopting  Mr,  Burke’s 
fvftem . 

J 

Such  was  the  nature  and  defign 
of  this  celebrated  plan  of  reform, 
which  took  up  the  largeft  part 
of  this  very  long  feflion.  During 
a  long  fpeech  of  more  than  three 
hours,  every  fide  of  the  Houfe 
Ihcwed  equal  marks  of  the  mod 
profound  attention.  Men  of  all 
parties,  however  many  of  them 
might  afterwards  oppofe,  or  dif- 
approve  of  Mr.  Burke’s  lyftem, 
could  not  for  the  prefent  refrain 
from  bellowing  their  applaufe. 
Nor  were  his  opponents  in  par¬ 
liament  by  any  means  backward 
in  declaring  their  admiration,  of 
that  amazing  fund  of  knowledge, 
with  refpecl  to  every  fubjeCV  of 
conftitutional  right,  of  foreign  po¬ 
licy,  of  domeftic  or  colonial  go¬ 
vernment,  and  of  relative  or  ge- 
[G]  2  sera) 
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neral  commercial  interefts,  of 
which  that  gentleman  had  upon 
the  prefent  as  well  as  former  occa¬ 
sions  given  fuch  eminent  proofs. 
The  mmifter  felt  that  the  Houfe 
was  much  ftruck  and  aftesfled 
with  what  they  had  heard,  Ho 
knew  that  the  public  loudly  called 
for  fome  plan  of  reform  ;  and  one 
now  appeared,  which  it  would  be 
highly  dangerous  to  try  the  ex¬ 
periment  of  rejecting  on  the  fir  ft 
prhpofal.  He  therefore  agreed  to 
admit  the  que-flion  on  the  frit 
motion.  He,  who  is  i.fually  can¬ 
did  and  liberal  in  his  manner  of 
treating  his  adverfaries  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  a  man  of  great  abilities  and 
eloquence,  feems  pleafe'd  with  ta¬ 
lents,  even  when  they  prefs  hard 
upon  himfelf  ;  now  pa  fie  d  the 
high  eft  encomiums  on  the  author 
of  the  plan.  He  likewife  allured 
the  Houfe,  that  no  member  in  it 
was  more  zealous  for  the  efta- 
bliihment  of  a  permanent  fyftem 
tsf  (economy  than  he  was  him¬ 
felf.  But,  that  beiides  the  fub- 
jells  of  the  prefent  being  fo  nu¬ 
merous  and  various  as  to  require 
fome  time  for  corn  prehen  lion,  fome 
of  them  likewife  aft e fled  the 
king’s  patrimonial,  income,  on 
which  account,  he  thought  the 
perm  iff  on  of  the  crown  fhould  be 
£rft  obtained  before  they  proceed¬ 
ed  on  them.  On  this  ground  he 
propofed  to  poftpone  the  three 
bills  which  related  to  the  crown 
lands,  and  to  the  uniting  the 
principality  of  Wales,  the  county 
palatine  of  Chefter,  with  the 
duchy  and  county  palatine  of 
Lancafter,  to  the  crown.  Al¬ 
though  this  diftinflion  was  ftrong- 
|y  controverted  ;  yet,  when  it 
was  infilled  on  as  a  point  of  de¬ 
corum  only,  it  was  agreed  to 


poftpone  the  bills  to  a  future  day. 
In  three  days  after,  they  were, 
however,  brought  in  without  op- 
poiition.  The  laft  bill,  for  unit¬ 
ing  the  duchy  of  Cornwall  to  the 
crown,  was  objected  to  by  the  fur- 
veyor  general  of  the  duchy,  on 
account  of  the  minority  of  the 
prince  of  Wales,  whofe  rights 
were  concerned.  Although  the 
minifter  was  totally  ftlent  on  the 
fubjefl,  and  that  Mr.  Burke 
ftrongly  contended  againft  the 
principle  of  the  objeftion,  he, 
however,  at  length,  confented  to 
withdraw  that  motion  for  the  pre¬ 
fent,  Thus  the  queftion  for 
bringing  in  the  bills,  pafied  for 
that  time  without  any  difficulty. 

We  have  feen  before  the  recefs, 
that  on  the  lofs  of  the  Earl  of 
Shelburne’s  rirft  motion,  he  de¬ 
ferred  his  fecond,  (which  he, 
however,  left  during  the  interme¬ 
diate  time  for  confideration)  to  the 
8th  of  February,  for  which  day- 
the  lords  were  then  fumrnoned. 
There  was  accordingly  an  ex- 
ceeding  full  Houfe  on  the  ap¬ 
pointed  day,  and  the  noble  earl 
opened  the  bufmefs  with  a  mo¬ 
tion  to  the  following  purport. 

That  a  committee  be  appoint¬ 
ed,  conftfting  of  members  of  both 
Houles,  ;poiTe fling  neither  em¬ 
ployment  nor  penfion,  to  examine 
without  delay  into  the  public  ex¬ 
penditure  and  the  mode  of  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  fame  ;  more  par¬ 
ticularly  into  the  manner  of  mak¬ 
ing  all  contrails ;  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  take  into  confideration, 
what  faving  can  be  made,  con¬ 
fident  with  public  dignity,  juf- 
tice,  and  gratitude,  by  an  aboli¬ 
tion  of  old  and  new  created  offices, 
the  duties  of  which  have  either 
ceafed,  or  fit  all  on  enquiry  proye 

in ade« 
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inadequate  to  the  fees,  or  other 
emoluments  arifing  therefrom;  or 
by  the  reduction  of  fuch  falaries, 
or  other  allowances  and  profits  as 
may  appear  to  be  unreafonable ; 
that  the  fame  may  be  applied  to 
leflen  the  prefent  ruinous  expendi¬ 
ture,  and  to  enable  its  to  carry 
on  the  plrefent  war  againft  the 
Houle  of  Bourbon,  with  that  de- 
cifion  and  vigour,  which  can  alone 
refult  from  national  zeal,  confi¬ 
dence,  and  unanimity. 

The  noble  earl  took  a  wide 
fcope  both  as  to  argument  and 
matter,  in  the  lupport  of  his  mo¬ 
tion  ;  difplaying  milch  and.  va¬ 
rious  information,  and  giving 
proofs  of  the  indilftry  as  well  as 
ability  for  which  he  is  difcinguifh- 
ed.  The  great  point,  he /aid,  to 
which  all  his  willies  tended,  and 
to  effefl  which  his  motion  was 
chiefly  framed*  was  to  annihilate 
the  undue  influence*  operating 
upon  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
and  to  eftablifh  a  conilitutional 
power,  in  Head  of  an  uiiconftitu- 
tional  influence.  rI  he  latter  -was 
the  curie  and  bane,  arid  would, 
if  not  timely  eradicated,  prove 
the  deftrudtion  of  this  country ; 
the  former,  whether  defcribed  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  prerogative,  or 
patronage,  or  the  natural  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown,  grew  out  of 
the  nature  of  the  conllitution,  and 
was  accordingly  congenial  to  it. 
Thatfolid,  natural,  confcitution- 
al  power,  which,  in  this  limited 
government,  formed  ail  cflential 
part  of  the  inherent  rights  and 
appendages  of  royalty,  afforded  a 
neceffary  poize  in  the  ballance  of 
the  conftitiition,  which  fecured 
the  independency  of  the  crown, 
from  being  weighed  down  by  the 
two  other  branches  of  the  legifla- 


ture.  The  fovereign  was  indeed 
endowed  with  great  and  high  pre¬ 
rogatives,  and  an  exteniive  na¬ 
tural  interefl  ;  but  thefe  were 
very  properly  placed  in  his  hands* 
not  only  to  afford  due  weight  to 
government*  but  to  e liable  him 
to  reward  and  to  fix  the  attach¬ 
ment*  fidelity,  zeal*  and  to  call 
out  the  adfcive  fervices,  of  thofe 
perfons,  who  were  appointed  to 
difeharge  the  feveral  functions  of 
the  hate.  The  proper  application, 
of  thefe  powers,  afforded  the  high- 
eft  incentives  to  fidelity,  to  the 
utmofl  exertion  of  every  faculty 
for  the  advancement  of  the  public 
intereils*  and  to  the  moll  gallant 
and  noble  military  fervices. 

But  a  fatal  fyflem*  he  faid*  of 
undue  influence,  no  lefs  perni¬ 
cious  to  the  crown,  than  ruinous 
to  the  nation*  had  moll  unhap¬ 
pily,  in  this  reign,  been  adopted, 
and  fubilituted  in  the  place  of 
that  wholefome  and  coniUtutional 
power.  On  this  head  he  expa¬ 
tiated  hong  and  with  great  feve- 
rity.  He  faid  that  in  confluence 
of  that  fyflem*  every  thing  which 
could,  excite  a  generous  emula¬ 
tion  in  public  virtue  and  fervice* 
was  funk  and  loil  in  the  gulph  of 
influence.  The  gallant  veteran* 
the  man  of  high  honour  and  in- 
flexible  integrity,  was  not  only 
fure  of  being  laid  by  and  neg¬ 
lected,  but  thought  himfelf  hap- 

O  JT 

pv,  if  he.  did  not  experience  re¬ 
peated  mortifications  and.  inf u its, 
and  could  even  preferve  his  cha- 
radlcr  and  honour  inviolate,  from, 
thofe  atrocious  attempts  to  which 
both  were  liable.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  unworthy,  the  fervile, 
the  bafe,  and  the  incapable,  were 
thofe  only  who  rejoiced  and 
triumphed ;  it  was  their  fummeb 
[G]  3  and 
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and  feafon  of  joy ;  the  means 
which  led  to  their  preferment  and 
favour,  being  perfectly  congenial 
to  the  bafenefs  of  their  own  na¬ 
ture,  redoubled  their  enjoyment ; 
whilli  the  internal  conviction,  that 
they  could  not  have  arrived  at 
thefe  diftinCtions  under  any  other 
poflible  fyftem  of  government,  af¬ 
forded  a  new  zeit  to  the  relifh  of 
their  fituation. 

To  annihilate  this  influence, 
and  to  reftore  to  the  crown  its  con- 
liitutional  power,  he  declared, 
were  the  objeCts  he  had  in  view, 
and  whofe  attainment  formed  his 
molt  earnefl:  wifh.  But  as  long 
•as  a  heedlefs  prodigal  minifter, 
was  allowed  to  difpofe  annually, 
without  check,  control,  account, 
or  reflraint,  of  twentv  millions  of 
the  public  money,  (which  was 
about  the  rate  of  o.ur  prefent  ex¬ 
penditure)  every  hope,  every  at¬ 
tempt  of  that  fort,  would  be  fu¬ 
tile  and  ridiculous. 

He  took  a  wide  circuit  through 
the  meafures '  and  motives  that 
led  to  tire  ccnduCt  and  the  con- 
fec] uences  of  the  American  war, 
in  order  thereby  to  trace  and  de- 
velope,  in  all  its  ftag-es,  that  in¬ 
fluence,  and  its  unhappy  effecls, 
which  he  fo  ftrongly  charged  and 
condemned.  In  this  courfe,  he 
hated  a  number  of  deceptions  and 
impofitions,  by  which,  he  faid, 
minifters  had  led  parliament  and 
the  nation,  flep  by  flep,  into  that 
ruinous  conteft,  until  they  were 
fo  far  involved  that  there  was  not 
a  poffihility  of  retreating.  He 
like  wife  entered  into  a  long,  and 
ably -conducted  detail,  relative  to 
the  hate,  amount,  and  mode  of 
contracting  of  our  public  debts, 
the  high  rate  of  interell  at  which 
we  were  compelled  to  borrow,  and 
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the  fhameful  v/afte  of  money, 
which  he  endeavoured  to  fhew, 
prevailed  in  every  part  of  the  ex¬ 
penditure. 

He  lupported  his  motion  on  the 
ground  of  precedent  by  fhewing, 
that  commiflions  of  accounts  had 
almoft  been  regularly  palled,  from 
the  fecond  year  after  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  through  the  reigns  of  King- 
William  and  Queen  Anne,  and 
the  iirlh  year  of  George  the  Firit, 
from  which  time  they  were  dif- 
continued.  And,  that  although 
all  thefe  aCts  did  not  anfwer  every¬ 
thing  which  might  have  been  ex¬ 
pected  from  them,  they  were, 
however,  the  caufe  of  detecting 
and  reforming  many  flagrant 
abufes,  which  had  crept  into  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money* 
the  recalling  of  improper  grants 
made  by  the  crown  ;  the  difeover- 
ing  of  feveral  notorious  frauds  ; 
and  of  bringing  home  corruption, 
particularly  in  the  reign  of  King 
William,  to.  feveral  members  of 
the  other  houfe. 

The  Earl  of  Coventry  feconded 
the  motion,  and  gave  feveral 
linking  infences  from  his  own 
knowledge  of  the  diftreffes  of  the 
people,  the  fall  of  rents,  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  decreafe  in  the  value 
of  land,  and  the  failure  of  farm¬ 
ers,  even  upon  old  tenures.  He 
concluded,  that  one  ray  of  hope 
broke  in  to  drear  us,  in  the  midil 
of  our  public  calamities,  which 
was,  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
nation,  and  of  men  of  every  party 
and  defeription,  feemed  to  be  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  lefs  than  a 
general  reform  could  fave‘  this 
country ;  a  change  of  miniltry, 
and  an  osconomical  expenditure 
of  the  public  money,  was  the  ge¬ 
neral  cry ;  and  he  bulled,  that  if 

the 
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the  people  were  fincere,  firm,  and 
true  to  themfelvcs,  the  falvation 
of  this  country  might  yet  be  ef¬ 
fected. 

The  lords  in  adminiftr'ation,  or 
office,  oppofed  the  motion  more 
particularly  upon  the  two  follow¬ 
ing  grounds,  which  afforded  ob¬ 
jections  to  it,  they  contended,  that 
were  totally  infur  mountable.  The 
fir  ft  was  the  impropriety,  and 
even  the  incompetency,  of  one 
houfc  of  parliament  to  come  to 
any  refolution,  which  went  even¬ 
tually  to  bind  and  conclude  the 
proceedings  of  the  other.  That 
houfe  had  no  more  power  or  au¬ 
thority  over  the  other,  than  the 
other  had  over  that.  It  would 
therefore  be  in  the  higheft  degree 
abfurd  and  nugatory,  to  refolve 
Or  vote  a  matter,  which  when  re- 
folved  or  voted,  could  carry  no 
efficacy  whatever  without  their 
own  walls.  —  The  other  ftrong 
ground  of  objection  was,  the  im¬ 
propriety  of  the  interference  of 
that  houfe,  and  indeed  its  total 
incompetency,  with  refpeCl  to  the 
inftituting  in  the  firft  inftance  of 
any  enquiry,  or  the  attempting  to 
exercife  any  power  of  control  or 
reform,  in  relation  to  the  public 
expenditure.  That  was  a  bufinefs 
folely  appertaining  to  the  other 
houfe.  It  was  an  exclufive  in¬ 
herent  privilege,  which  they  ne¬ 
ver  would  part  with  Upon  any  ac¬ 
count,  directly  or  indirectly  ;  nei¬ 
ther  by  composition,  compromife, 
or  compact.  The  care  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  the  public  purfe,  and 
the  confequent  controul  of  the 
public  expenditure,  had  for  a  long 
feries  of  years,  and  even  of  ages, 
been  in  the  exclufive  pofteffion  of 
the  commons.  Both  houfes  had 
their  peculiar  rights  and  privi¬ 


leges.  Time,  ufage,  and  acquies¬ 
cence,  had  given  the  lords  an  ex¬ 
clufive  power  in  matters  of  judi¬ 
cature  ;  the  claim  of  originating 
money  bills  by  the  other  houfe, 
had  the  fame  authority  to  Support 
it.  If  the  lords  controverted  their 
rights  in  public  matters*  the  com¬ 
mons  would,  probably,  difpute  in 
turn  the  power  of  judicature  in 
the  la  ft  refort  exertifed  by  the 
peers. 

They  ohferved,  that  contefts  be¬ 
tween  both  houfes  ought,  at  all 
times  and  on  all  occasions,  to  be 
carefully  provided  again  ft  and  pre¬ 
vented  ;  but  much  more  fo  in  fea- 
fons  of  great  difficulty,  fuch  as 
the  prefent  confeftedly  wars,  when 
harmony  and  mutual  confidence 
were  become  indifpenfibly  necef- 
fary  to  the  carrying  on  of  public 
bufinefs,  and  to  the  fafety  of  the 
ftate.  That  fuch  difputes  had 
arifen  in  the  beginning  of  Queen 
Anne’s  reign,  which  produced 
great  heats  and  difagreements 
within  doors,  and  much  diffatis- 
faftioii  and  difeontent  without  ; 
infomueh  that  the  queen  found 
lierfelf  under  a  ne-ceffity  of  dif- 
felving  her  parliament,  in  order 
to  prevent  matters  from  being 
carried  to  extremity. 

They  reprefsnted  the  account¬ 
ant  bills  which  had  been  pafted  in 
the  reigns  of  William  and  Anne, 
as  originating  merely  in,  and  be¬ 
ing  fupported  only  by  faCtion* 
Infilled,  that  they  were  fotlftd  to 
anfvver  no  good  purpofe  whatever; 
and  to  have  proved  nugatory  as 
to  the  attainment  of  any  fubftan- 
tial  or  definable  objeCl.  And  that 
accordingly,  foon  after  the  acccf- 
fion  of  the  houfe  of  Hanover, 
when  that  illuftrious  family  came  to 
be  firmly  dftablifhed  on  the  throne ; 
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dated,  that  the  minilter,  and  ere 


when  faction,  tumult  and  fedition 
were  cruffied ;  and  the  continual 
fluctuation  of  councils  which  per¬ 
plexed  and  diltraCled  the  two  pre¬ 
ceding  reigns,  had  given  way  to 
Iteadinefs  and  liability  ;  an  end 
was  then  defervedly  and  wifely 
put,  to  the  continuance  or  renew¬ 
al  of  that,  at  lead,  ineffective 
law,  which  it  had  for  fome  time 
been  the  fafhion  to  pafs  annually, 
for  examining,  controlling,  and 
dating  the  public  accounts  of  the 
kingdom. 

o 

A  great  law  lord,  highly  emi¬ 
nent  for  his  acutenefs,  learning, 
and  ability,  ffrongly  contended, 
that  the  propofed  or  intended  re¬ 
formation  implied  in  the  motion, 
fo  far  as  it  related  to  contracts, 
ana  the  improper  expenditure  of 
the  public  money,  was  wholly  un- 
neceffary,  as  the  powers  already 
in  being,  were  fully  competent 
to  the  attainment  of  redrefs,  with¬ 
out  any  new  ones  being  created 
for  that  purpofe.  In  fupport  of 
this  affertion  he  cited  a  cafe  with¬ 
in  his  own  knowledge,  which  hap¬ 
pened  many  years  fmce,  when  he 
was  attorney- general,  at  which 
time  he  profecuted  a  governor  to 
conviction,  who  had  been  guilty 
of  fome  fraud  with  refpeCt  to  the 
cloathing  of  a  regiment.  What¬ 
ever  bargain  or  contract,  he  laid, 
was  made  with  government,  the 
law  fuppofed  it  to  be  a  bona  fids 
tranfaClion,  and  that  the  crown 
had  full  value,  and  an  equitable 
equivalent;  and  the  law,  in  every 
fuch  tran  faCtion,  gave  a  power  of 
redrefs,  either  by  punilhing  the 
perfon  who  Ihould  be  detected  in 
defrauding  the  public,  or  by  al¬ 
lowing  the  contractor  only  fuch  a 
fum,  as  his  fervices  or  his  com¬ 
modity  deferved.  —  He  farther 


ry  other  perfon  aCting  under  the 
crown,  were  already,  in  faCt,  as 
refponiible  for  the  expenditure  of 
every  part  of  the  public  money 
which  paffed  through  their  hands,, 
as  it  was  poffible  for  the  law  to 
render  them.-  They  were  amena¬ 
ble  both  to  the  crown  and  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  to  the  firffi  in  his  majefty’s 
courts  of  law,  and  to  the  latter, 
in  their  inquifitorial  capacity. 

Nothing  excited  fo  much  in¬ 
dignation  on  that  fide,  as  that 
p adage  in  the  motion,  which  ren¬ 
dered  the  lords  in  office,  and  all 
thofe  who  enjoyed  any  emolu¬ 
ment  or  penfion  under  the  crown,, 
incapable  of  being  members  of  the 
propofed  committee.  But  it  was 
more  particularly  refented,  and 
that  with  no  common  degree  of 
warmth,  by  a  noble  earl  lately 
come  into  administration.  He 
declared  it  was  a  libel  on  the 
whole  body  of  the  peerage,  as  it 
fuppofed,  that  fuch  of  their  lord- 
fhips  as  enjoyed  places  under  go¬ 
vernment  were,  from  that  cir- 
cumilance,  liable  t©  be  warped 
from  their  duty,  and  to  give  cor- 
ruptopinions  on  aqueltion,  which 
it  was  maintained  in  argument 
was  intended,  and  would  effeCt, 
the  falvation  of  their  country’-  Is 
was,  he  would  maintain,  a  gene¬ 
ral  and  direCt  libel  upon  that 
iroufe,.  and  a  particular  libel  upon 
every  noble  lord  who  Hood  in  the 
defcribed  predicament-  It  was  a 
libel  on  himfelf  as  an  individual  ? 
and  he  affirmed,  from  his  own 
knowledge,  that  it  was  falfe  and: 
unfounded- 

Some  other  lords  who  were  in 
the  fame  predicament,  and  who 
like  wile  objected  to  that  exclufion 
in  the  motion,  did  not  go  fo  fa^ 
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.In  their  refentment;  and  were  fa- 
tisfied  to  affiert  their  own  inde¬ 
pendence  and  integrity,  notwith¬ 
standing  any  favours  they  owed  to 
the  crown.  A  noble  earl  in  par¬ 
ticular,  who  had  lately  been  at 
the  head  of  a  commiffion  abroad, 
of  the  higheft  truft,  and  of,  per¬ 
haps,  the  greateil  poffible  import¬ 
ance,  and  who  was  then  at  the 
head  of  an  office  of  honour  and 
dignity  at  home,  fpoke  highly,  in 
the  beginning  of  the  debate,  in 
favour  of  the  principle  on  which 
the  prefent  motion  was  founded. 
And  while  he  gave  his  own  fulled 
approbation  to  the  principle,  de¬ 
clared  the  attempt  to  be  fo  truly 
meritorious,  as  highly  to  deferve 
the  attention  of  every  noble  lord 
prefent.  He  only  lamented  that 
the  pafiagc  in  queilion,  fhould,  at 
this  mod  critical  and  perilous  cri¬ 
bs,  exclude  any  noble  lord,  from 
rendering  every  fervice  lie  was  ca- 
pable  of  to  his  country  ;  and 
thought  it  extremely  ill  judged, 
at  fuch  a  feafon,  to  cut  off  the 
committee  from  the  affi dance  of 
fome  of  the  fird  characters  and 
abled  men  in  the  kingdom.  From 
this  circumftance,  although  he 
mod  cordially  approved  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  which  the  motion  pointed  to, 
he  found  himfelf  in  the  difagree- 
able  predicament  of  not  being 
permitted  to  give  a  vote  either 
way;  but  if  this  objection  were 
removed,  the  propoiition  fnould 
meet  with  his  mod  hearty  afient. 

The  fubjeCt  of  the  county 
meetings,  petitions  and  affocia- 
tions,  was  the  means  of  intro¬ 
ducing  much  warmth  of  language 
and  fentiment,  feverity  of  llric- 
ture,  and  bitternefs  of  obfervation 
and  reply,  in  the  courfeofthe  de¬ 
bate.  A  noble  lord  newly  come 
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into  ad mlnid ration,  having  charg¬ 
ed  the  motion  with  the  feverai  de¬ 
fects  of  informality,  abfurdity,  and 
memcacy  with  reipeCt  to  it-s  avow* 
ed  object,  palled  feverai  lever e 
drictures  on  the  fuppofed  motives 
and  intentions,  which  led  to  its 
being  brought  forward  at  the  pre¬ 
fent  time.  He  affirmed,  that  it 
was  meant  to  combine  the  motion 
with  the  petitions  now  before,  and 
daily  prelenting  to  the  other 
houfe;  that  as  the  petitions  them- 
felves  had  been  promoted  by  the 
mod  unjudifiable  and  improper 
means,  fo  the  motion  was  certain¬ 
ly  intended  to  bear  a  relation  to 
them,  in  order  to  einbarrafs  go¬ 
vernment,  and  throw  an  odium  on 
his  majefty’s  confidential  advifers. 
That,  if  the  motion  operated  at 
all,  it  could  be  only  in  that  way. 
The  petitions  and  their  contents 
were  in  general  created  ;  and  when 
they  feemed  to  arife  fpontaneouf- 
ly,  and  from  fentiment,  which  he 
believed  to  be  the  cafe  in  very  few 
indances,  they  were  founded  in 
no  better  than  abfurd,  impracti¬ 
cable  notions  of  public  reforma¬ 
tion,  and  fpecions  theories,  cal¬ 
culated  to  mifiead  the  nation,  as 
being  direCled  to  objeCts,  either 
unattainable,  or  which,  if  attain¬ 
ed,  mud  undermine  the  conflku- 
tion,  and  finally  lead  to  public 
confufion.  That  the  motion  would 
produce  effeCts  fimilar  to  the  coun¬ 
ty  petitions  if  agreed  to;  it  would 
embroil  both  houfes,  impede  pub¬ 
lic  bufmefs,  and  tend  to  anarchy 
and  confufion. 

A  noble  earl,  who  had  likc- 

wife  lately  come  into  office,  hav- 

in?  endeavoured  to  lhew  the  in¬ 
i')  _  4  , 

formality,  impracticability,  and 
libellous  tendency  of  the  motion, 
proceeded  to  reprobate,  in  highly 

indig- 
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indignant  and  paffionate  terms, 
the  county  meetings  and  petitions* 
He  faid  they  originated  merely  in 
factious  motives,  and  in  factious 
motives  too  of  the  very  word:  com¬ 
pletion.  They  tended  to  ufurp 
the  powers  of  government,  and  to 
compel  parliament  to  concefiions 
of  the  moil  dangerous  and  urtcon- 
ftitutional  nature  ;  they  were  let 
up  as  another  eilate,  unknown  to 
the  conilitution.  They  would,  if 
not  timely  fuppreifed,  lead  to 
anarchy  and  public  confuiion*  As 
yet,  they  had  been  cautioully  and 
artfully  kept  within  the  verge  of 
the  law,  though,  in  fail,  they 
reached  to  the  very  brink  of  re¬ 
bellion.  lie  denied  that  they 
were  the  fen fe  of  the  nation  at 
large ;  and  he  hoped,  whatever 
malignant  fpirit  gave  them  birth, 
that  it  would  be  inilantly  crufh- 
ed.  There  was  nothing  but  refo- 
lution  and  firmnefs,  which  he  was 
perfwaded  their  lordihips  would 
never  want,  when  their  rights 
were  attempted  to  be  invaded,  ne~ 
ceilary  to  fubdue  them  ;  and  if 
he  had  no  other  reafon  for  oppof- 
ing  the  prefent  motion  in  all  its 
parts,  he  could  find  in  his  own 
mind  a  fufiicient  motive  for  giv¬ 
ing  it  a  negative,  from  its  being 
fo  nearly  allied  in  principle  and 
in  object,  to  that  factious,  dan¬ 
gerous,  innovating,  and  uncon- 
fdtutional  fpirit,  which  had  given 
fcxiilence  to  the  county  meetings. 

• — He  concluded,  by  declaring  he 
was  fatisfied,  that  the  prefent 
motion  was  framed  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner  as  mull  enfure  it  a  negative, 
in  order  thereby  to  throw  an  odium 
upon  adminiftration,  and  give  an 
opportunity  to  its  friends  and  fup- 
porters  to  enter  a  darning  proteft, 
which,  being  foon  published,  and 


making  its  way  into  the  country^ 
would  ferve  to  foment  and  in- 
creafe  that  fpirit  of  fedition  and 
difaffedtion,  which  both  the  au¬ 
thors  and  friends  of  this  motion 
wilhed  to  diifeminate  through 
every  part  of  the  kingdom. 

Such  language  and  charges 
could  not  pafs  without  reprehen- 
lion  1  but  we  lhall  firfl  attend  to 
the  means  ufed  for  removing  the 
objections  which  were  made  to  the 
motion  upon  its  own  bottom. 
The  lords  in  oppofition  expreffed 
their  furprize,  to  hear  the  point 
of  informality  fo  much  laboured, 
and  fo  long  dwelt  upon,  without 
the  propofal  of  a  remedy  where 
it  might  be  fo  eafily  applied,  and 
without  a  fingle  argument  of  any 
weight  being  brought  againil  the 
main  objeCt  of  the  motion*  The 
noble  framer,  they  faid,  had  avow¬ 
edly  left  it  open,  in  order  to  af¬ 
ford  room  for  its  being  rendered 
palateable  to  all  parties.  The 
principle  of  the  motion,  public 
reformation  and  national  (econo¬ 
my,  formed  the  only  objects  of 
confideration  ;  and  it  mattered  no¬ 
thing  how  it  might  be  new  fram¬ 
ed,  altered,  and  modified,  fo 
thefe  were  promoted.  One  iimple 
remedy  was  obvious  and  at  hand.; 
which  would  effectually  remove 
that  informality  upon  which  fo 
much  ftrefs  was  laid>  and  that  was 
a  matter  of  no  greater  difficulty 
than  merely  omitting  the  words 
“  both  houfes and  the  motion 
would  then  run — <f  That  a  com¬ 
mittee  be  appointed. ”  It  was  a 
mere  matter  of  form  ;  and  upori 
a  quefiion  of  fo  great  importance, 
and  a  bnfinefs  of  fuch  evident  nc- 
cefiity,  fuch  paltry  cavils  were  iri- 
excufable,  and  even  fhameful. 

With  regard  to  the  objeClion  of 

inter* 
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interfering  with  the  other  houfe  in 
money  matters,  they  faid,  that 
without  entering  at  all  into  the 
quellion  as  an  abfiraft  proportion, 
and  without  any  occalion  for  at  all 
meafuring  the  peculiar  rights  and' 
privileges  of  either  houfe  of  par¬ 
liament,  this  objection  would  be 
as  eafily  done  away  as  the  former. 
The  limpie  meafure  of  a  confer¬ 
ence  would  equally  remove  every 
difficulty  with  refpeft  to  both.  All 
queflions  with  re fp eft  to  points  of 
order,  orexclulive  privilege,  would 
inftantly  vanifli,  when  both  houfes 
agreed  in  principle,  and  united  in 
opinion,  upon  the  neceffty  of  a 
reform.  But  abflracled  from  that 
remedy,  no  noble  lord  prefent 
would  deny,  but  that  houfe  had  a 
right  of  enquiry  in  fuch  matters, 
fo  far  as  the  difpofal  of  public  mo¬ 
nies  came  under  their  cognizance 
as  a  deliberative  body  ;  it  jfignified 
very  little  which  houfe  took  up  the 
■buiinefs,  fo  that  the  objeft  was  ob¬ 
tained  ;  the  matter  could  not  be 
finally  fettled  without  the  aid  of  an 
aft  of  parliament ;  and  in  that 
cafe,  either  houfe  had  its  power  of 
affenting  or  diffenting  to  whatever 
came  from  the  other. 

A  nobie  duke  on  the  fame  fide, 
went  hill  farther  on  that  ground. 
He  infilled,  and  with  great  iirength 
of  argument  and  knowledge  of  the 
fubjeft  endeavoured  to  demon- 
flrate,  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
was  fully  competent  to  enquire  in¬ 
to  the  expenditure  of  public  mo¬ 
ney  ;  to  examine  and  controul  both 
its  receipt  and  Blue  ;  and  to  pu- 
niili  delinquents,  if  any  fuch 
could  be  found.  He  cited  exam¬ 
ples  to  fhew  that  they  had  often 
excrcifed  thofe  powers  ;  and  de¬ 
clared,  he  never  would  fuffer  the 
petty  purpofes  of  a  faftion  to  lead 


to  a  furrender  of  their  inherent 
rights. 

The  noble  duke  like  wife  ftrong- 
ly  controverted  the  pofition  held 
out  on  the  other  fide,  that  the  ar¬ 
ticle  of  excluiion  propofed  in  the 
motion,  was  a  libel  upon  the  whole 
body  of  the  peerage,  and  particu¬ 
larly  fo  upon  the  fervants  of  the 
crown.  He  argued,  that  the  in¬ 
tended  exclufion  was  formed  upon 
the  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  confuta¬ 
tion,  and  upon  the  whole  plan  of 
Englifh  jurifprudence.  The  law, 
at  leak  the  common  law  of  Eng¬ 
land,  always  excludedpcrfons  from 
afting  in  any  fituation  which  con¬ 
cerned  others,  where  they  might 
be  fuppofed  to  aft  under  partiality, 
influence,  or  prejudice,  or  to  have 
any  local  or  native  bias  on  their 
minds.  Such  was  the  cafe  in  the 
con  flituting  of  juries,  both  in  civil 
and  criminal  matters  ;  fuch  was 
the  cafe  of  a  judge  going  the  cir¬ 
cuit  into  a  country  in  which  he  was 
born  or  pofTefied  property  ;  and 
fuch  in  a  great  variety  of  other  in¬ 
fiances.  Such  general  legal  pro- 
vifions,  and  prudential  cautions, 
which  went  to  guard  againft  th£ 
weaknefs,  infirmities,  the  paflions, 
and  the  vices  of  mankind  at  large, 
to  preferve  individuals  from  being 
expofed  to  the  dangerous  trials  of 
needlefs  and  improper  temptation, 
and  even  to  fence  in  private  c ha- 
rafter  from  undue  fufpicion,  could 
never  be  fuppofed  to  convey  re- 
fleftion  or  imputation  againft  any 
man,  or  body  of  men. 

In  refpeft  to  the  declarations  of 
the  court  lords,  relative  to  the 
manner  of  obtaining  the  petitions, 
many  other  lords  arofe  to  give  the 
moil  unqualified  contradiction  in 
point  of  faft,  as  to  feveral  matters 
which  were  hated  on  the  other 

fide. 
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iide.  The  Marquis  of  Rocking¬ 
ham,  in  particular,  ably  vindicat¬ 
ed  the  Yorkfhire  meeting.  He 
affirmed,  that  it' was  neither  pro- 
pofed  or  promoted,  by  any  party, 
or  faction,  or  by  any  particular 
defcription  of  men.  It  originated 
in  the  fpontaneous  propositions  and 
communications  of  the  indepen¬ 
dent  and  honell;  part  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  defcriptions,  parties, 
and  intereks.  The  ■  meeting  at 
York  was  too  numerous  and  too 
independent,  to  be  biaffed  or  led, 
by  any  influence  or  power  what¬ 
ever.  The  freeholders  compriz¬ 
ed,  upon  that  occaflon,  within  the 
compafs  of  a  fmgle  room,  pof- 
feffed  landed  property  to  the  a- 
mount  of  eight  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  a  year ;  and  knee  that 
meeting,  no  lefs  than  nine  thou¬ 
fand  gentlemen,  clergy,  and  free¬ 
holders,  figned  the  petition  then 
agreed  upon.  As  a  farther  proof 
of  the  general  fentiments  of  the 
people  of  that  country,  he  hated, 
that  the  petition  from  the  city  of 
York  had  been  figned  by  no  lefs 
than  nine  hundred  and  twenty  per- 
fons ;  although,  at  a  late  warmly 
contefled  eledlion  for  the  fame 
city,  only  nine  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-two  perfons  were  polled  on 
all  tides.  Other  noblemen  vindi¬ 
cated  other  meetings,  which  came 
within  their  refpeftive  knowledge. 

Withrefpeft  to  the  heavy  charges 
laid  again  k  the  principle  of  the 
petitions,  and  the  motives  and  de¬ 
signs  of  the  petitioners,  particu¬ 
larly  by  a  noble  earl  in  adminikra- 
tion,  it  was  replied,  that  Ame¬ 
rica  had  refilled,  in  order  to  redrefs 
her  grievances  ;  fo  had  Ireland  ; 
fo  had  Scotland  ;  did  the  noble 


lord  undertake  to  fay,  that  the 
Englifh  affociators  were  the  only' 
part  of  his  majeky’s  fubjefts  who fd 
petitions,  in  the  firk  inkance,  were 
to  be  branded  with  the  odious  epi¬ 
thets  of  treafortable  and  rebelli¬ 
ous  ?  Was  every  other  part  of  the 
Britifh  dominions  to  be  likened 
to  ?  And  was  the  feat  of  empire 
alone  to  be  treated  with  contempt 
and  foul  language  ? — Wefe  fifty 
thoufand  armed  Irifh  affociators, 
to  have  their  grievances  redreffea, 
as  dutiful,  loyal,  and  obedient" 
fubjefts  ?  And  was  the  county 
meetings  of  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  unarmed,  unaffociated,  un¬ 
embodied,  without  either  haves, 
or  any  other  weapon,  offenfive  of 
d<?fenfive,  to  be  charged  with  be- 
ins:  on  the  brink  of  treafon  and  re- 
bellion  ? — Had  not  the  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  Ireland,  in  a  public  aft, 
in  which  he  reprefented  the  perfon 
of  the  fovereign,  publicly  thank¬ 
ed  the  Irifh  affociators,  though 
afnried  again!!  law  ?  And  what 
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judgment  can  the  world  pa fs  on  a 
man,  who  as  *  governor,  or  lord 
lieutenant  of  an  Irifh  comity,  con¬ 
veyed  the  thanks  of  that  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  the  affociators,  thus  ille¬ 
gally  armed,  of  that  county  over 
which  he  prefided,  and  who  now, 
as  an  Englifhman,  fhould  kand 
up,  and  charge  the  Englifh  coun¬ 
ty  meetings  with  every  fpecies  of 
public  criminality  fhort  of  aftual 
rebellion  ? 

It  was  obferved,  by  another  no¬ 
ble  duke  on  the  fame  fide,  that  the' 
noble  lord  in  adminiffration,  was 
ever  ready  to  conkrue  every  thing 
into  rebellion,  which  carried  the 
leak  appearance  of  oppofltion  to 
the  unconkitutional  influence  of 
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the  crown  ;  and  had  been  pecu¬ 
liarly  fortunate  in  predi&ing  thofe 
very  rebellions,  or  acts  of  refill  - 
ance,  which,  in  refpefl  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  he  had  been  fo  inllrumental 
in  exciting. 

A  noble  vifeount  on  the  fame 
fide,  jultified  the  principle  of  the 
petitions,  and  faid,  that  parlia¬ 
ment  having,  through  the  enor¬ 
mous  influence  of  the  crown, aban¬ 
doned  the  care  and  protection  of 
the  people,  it  was  at  length,  be¬ 
come  neceffary  that  the  people 
themfelves  Should  look  to  their* 
own  prefervation.  And,  he  con¬ 
gratulated  his  country,  on  the  ap¬ 
proaching  appearance  of  being 
emancipated,  through  the  virtue 
and  firmnefs  of  the  people,  from 
a  fyltem  of  government,  and  a 
in  al- administration  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  hitherto  unprecedented  in 
the  annals  of  England. 

Some  occasional,  but  very  inte¬ 
resting  matter,  was  introduced  in 
this  day’s  debate.  A  noble  mar¬ 
quis,  who  had  once,  for  femeihort 
time,  been  at  the  head  of  affairs, 
having,  in  the  courfe  of  a  long 
and  exceedingly  pointed  fpeech, 
gone  over,  belides  a  variety  of  new 
ground,  fome  part  of  that  which 
he  had  opened  on  the  Aril  day  off 
the  feflion,  direCtly  charged  the 
general  amount,  of  our  pail  and 
prefent  discontents,  diforders,  mif- 
fortunes,  and  dangers,  to  a  new, 
unconstitutional,  and  defpotic  fyf- 
tem,  adopted  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  prefent  reign,  and 
which  confiSled  in  governing  this 
country,  under  the  forms  of  law, 
through  the  influence  of  the  crown. 
t — He  had  no  fooner,  he  faid,  per¬ 
ceived  this  fyStem,  than  he  fet  his 
face  againSt  it,  and  had  now,  for 
upwards  of  feventeen  years,  both 
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during  the  Short  time  he  was  in  of¬ 
fice,  and  out,  constantly  endea¬ 
voured  to  defeat  its  intended  ef¬ 
fects. — Every  thing  within  and 
without,  he  faid,  whether  in  ca¬ 
binet,  parliament,  or  elfewhere, 
carried  about  it  the  moil  evident 
and  unequivocal  marks  of  this  lyf- 
tem  ;  the  whole  ceconomy  of  exe¬ 
cutive  government,  in  all  its 
branches,  whether  profeiiional,  de¬ 
liberative,  or  official,  proclaimed 
it.  Its  numerous  fupperters  have 
appeared  publicly  in  print,  and  by 
a  variety  of  means,  through  books, 
pamphlets,  and  news-papers,  have 
openly  avowed,  and  defended  it 
without  referve.  This  was  the 
origin  of  all  our  national  misfor¬ 
tunes.  He  was  ready,  he  faid,  to 
avow,  in  his  place,  that  as  the 
meafures  contained  the  fulleSt  tef- 
timeny  of  the  principle  which 
called  them  into  being,  fo  they 
bore  every  internal  and  external 
evidence  of  their  dangerous  ten¬ 
dency. 

Ele  faid  the  principle  of  defpo- 
tifm  had  fo  long  appeared,  and 
feemed  fo  uniformly  to  pervade  all 
our  public  afts,  that  he  believed  it 
unnecefi'ary  to  point  out  particular 
inftances  •  he  Should  therefore  con¬ 
tent  himfelf  with  alluding  only  to 
fuch  parts  of  the  fyStem,  as  ap¬ 
plied  more  dire&ly  to  the  mea¬ 
fures  purfued  refpedling  America, 
and  the  EaSt  India  company.  There 
it  was,  he  faid,  that  the  plan  of 
extending  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  already  become  enormous 
and  truly  alarming,  blazed  forth 
in  all  its  odious  colours  ;  and  there 
it  was  that  that  influence,  under 
the  impofitious  pretence  of  affert- 
ing  the  rights  of  parliament,  was 
employed  to  veil  the  patronage  or 
unlimited  fovereignty  of  all  Arne- 
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rica  in  the  crown.  The  fame  life 
was  made  of  this  influence  over  the 
Eall  India  company  ;  and  after 
the  firft  attempt  had  brought  bank¬ 
ruptcy  on  that  company,  the  fe- 
cond  finally  veiled  the  patronage  of 
it  in  the  crown  for  ever. 

The  plan,  he  faid,  was  deeply 
laid  ;  the  independent  part  of  the 
people  were  led  into  the  fnare  by 
the  fpecious  pretences  of  defigning 
and  artful  men.— -The  company 
were  defcribed  to  be  wallowing  in 
riches  ;  the  directors,  and  their 
fervants  abroad,  were  faid  to  be 
infinitely  venal,  unprincipled,  cor¬ 
rupt,  and  oppreffive.  It  was 
urged,  that  in  thepofleflion  of  fuch 
immenfe  revenues  and  profits,  ter¬ 
ritorial  and  commercial,  that  the 
company  ought  to  be  compelled  to 
contribute  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
Hate,  and  to  bear  part  of  the  bur¬ 
thens,  in  common  with  their  fel¬ 
low- fubj  efts,  The  idea  was  fpe¬ 
cious,  flattering,  carried  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  juftice,  and  immedi¬ 
ately  interefted  the  parties  in  its 
favour,  on  whom  the  impofition 
was  intended  to  be  palled.  But 
the  whole,  he  faid,  was  a  minif- 
terial  trick,  a  Hate  juggle,  to 
throw  dull  in  the  eyes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  It  was  patronage,  a  further 
extenlionof  court  influence,  which 
was  at  the  bottom  of  all  this, 
however  varnifhed  over  with  fpe¬ 
cious  appearances  of  public  refor¬ 
mation,  genera]  juftice,  and  an 
equitable  diftribution  of  taxes  and 
burthens  to  be  borne  by  the  feve- 
ral  refpe&ive  parts  of  the  empire. 
It  was  not  the  fum  of  400,000  1. 
a  year  that  was  the  great  objeft  ; 
it  was  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
crown  that  fet  this  political  ma¬ 
chine  in  motion.  The  fequel 


proved  it,  he  faid,  beyond  the 
poflibiiity  of  doubter  uncertainty. 
The  company  in  a  few  years  be¬ 
came  bankrupt  ;  and  it  was  re¬ 
ferred  for  the  prefent  adminiftra- 
tion  to  complete,  what  they  had 
fb  happily  begun,  and  fo  fteadily 
purfued.  They  relinquifhed  the 
revenue  with  chearfulnefs,  but  they 
took  care  to  get  the  patronage  in 
exchange.  If  any  proof,  he  faid, 
were  wanting  to  fhew,  that  nei¬ 
ther  revenue,  nor  a  deft  re  to  alle¬ 
viate  the  public  burthens,  formed 
the  true  caufe  ;  it  was  now  fully 
fufiicient  to  obferve,  that  no  one 
efle&ual  meafure  had  been  taken 
to  promote  reformation  In  India; 
for  it  was  impoffibJe  for  oppreftion, 
public  peculation,  or  any  other 
evil,  faid  to  have  prevailed  in  In¬ 
dia,  at  the  time  that  government 
firft  broke  in  upon  the  affairs  of 
that  company,  tohaverifen  higher, 
or  to  have  proved  more  operative 
andextennve,  than  they  have  done 
fince  that  period.  A  very  ftriking 
inftance  of  which,  he  faid,  was 
then  depending  in  the  courts  be¬ 
low,  in  the  cafe  of  the  late  Lord 
Pigot,  who  had  been  facrificed  to  the 
private  cabals  of  thofe,  who,  if 
not  encouraged  by  government, 
were  moft  certainly  protected  and 
countenanced  by  it.  This  was  the 
conference  of  the  interference  of 
the  crown  ;  and  as  to  the  pretence 
of  a  revenue,  it  was,  he  faid, 
needlefs  to  obferve,  that  no  one 
part  of  the  conduct  of  the  prefent 
adminiftration,  or  of  the  fyftem 
they  aded  under,  furniihed  even 
the  colour  of  an  argument,  that 
they,  who  had  upon  all  occafions 
fo  fhamefully  wafted  and  mif-fpent 
the  public  treafure,  entertained  a 
Angle  idea  of  relieving  the  peo- 
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pie,  whom,  in  every  other  in¬ 
stance,  they  had  fo  heavily  bur- 
thened  and  opprefl’ed. 

The  noble  marquis  applied  a  Si¬ 
milar  train  of  reafoning  to  t!ie  fup- 
port  of  this  do&rine  with  refpect  to 
the  American  meafures.  He  de¬ 
clared  without  referve,  that  it  was, 
what  he  called,  the  fame  traitor¬ 
ous  principle,  that  produced  the 
American  war,  and  the  long  train 
of  evils  which  have  flowed  from 
it ;  and  he  was  perfuaded,  befides 
that  great  object,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  fome  of  the  events  which  fell  out 
iri  America,  one  great  fpur  which 
induced  minifters  to  rufh  blindly 
on,  was  in  expectation  of  being 
gratified,  and  of  gratifying  their 
friends  and  fupporters,  with  ex¬ 
pected  confifcations  of  the  lands 
and  properties  of  thofe  who  took 
up  arms  againft  government  ;  and 
Should  they  now  perfllt  in  turning 
a  deaf  ear  to  the  voice  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  this  country,  and  thereby 
force  them  into  meafures  of  refin¬ 
ance,  he  Should  likewife  be  con¬ 
vinced,  that  one  motive  among 
others  would  be,  a  profpeCt  of 
confifcations  nearer  home,  and  the 
profeription  of  the  lives  and  for¬ 
tunes  of  thofe  who  Should  ftand 
forth  the  friends  of  their  country, 
and  of,  as  yet,  its  unrivalled  con¬ 
stitution. 

How  far,  and  .whether  at  all, 
thefe  political  opinions  may  be 
tinged  with  the  colour  of  party, 
are  queflions  on  which  we  are  not 
to  form  any  public  opinion ;  but 
the  authority  from  which  they  pro¬ 
ceed,  and  Hill  more,  the  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  objeCts  to  which  they 
relate,  bellow  on  them  an  appear¬ 
ance  of  fo  much  importance,  that 
we  deemed  it  fitting,  if  not  necef- 
fary,  to  preferve  them  to  the  pub- 
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lie  ;  referring  their  validity  to  the 
explanations  of  time,  and  to  the 
decilion  of  a  more  temperate  fea- 
fon.  , 

The  buflnefs  of  this  day  was 
likewife  particularly  diilinguiihed, 
from  the  part  taken,  and  the  cir- 
cumilances  attending  it,  by  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen.  This 
young  nobleman  had  poflefled  a 
place  of  high  honour  and  emolu¬ 
ment,  at  the  head  of  the  queen’s 
houfehold,  and  was  alfo  lord  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  north  riding  of  the 
county  of  York.  Private  bufinefs 
had  prevented  his  attending  the 
great  meeting  at  York;  but  he 
fent  a  letter  a  few  days  aftef  to  the 
committee,  approving  in  general 
of  their  proceedings,  but  making 
fome  objection  to  thefeheme  of  af- 
fociation,  and  to  the  propofed 
committees  of  correspondence.  Al¬ 
though  this  conduCt  could  not  but 
excite  obfervation,  and  perhaps 
furprize,  nothing  confeque'n't  to  it 
appeared,  until  a  few  days  preced¬ 
ing  the  motion  now  before  us,  when 
he  voluntarily  refigned  his  office  at 
court. 

In  the  prefent  debate,  the  noble 
marquis  thought  proper  to  explain, 
and  to  affign  the  motives  of  his 
conduCt  in  both  inltances.  He 
faid,  he  gave  his  full  aflent  to  the 
motion,  as  he  thought  it  the  only 
means  of  preferving  this  country 
from  inevitable  ruin,  by  promot¬ 
ing  union  among  all  ranks  and  de- 
feriptions  of  men,  and  of  courfe 
refioring  energy  and  confidence  to 
government. — He  declared,  that 
he  liked  and  applauded  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  thepetitions  ;  they  breath¬ 
ed  the  fame  fpirit  with  the  prefent 
motion.  And  he  Slated  the  parti¬ 
culars  of  his  conducl  with  refpeCl 
to  the  York  meeting. 
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lie  then  fal d,  that  lie  had  a  few 
days  fince  re finned  a  place,  the 
iteidmg  or  which,  he  fhould  ever 
efteemoneof  the  greateft  honours 
oi  his  life.  Why  had  he  rehoned 
it  ?  Becaufe  his  duty  to  his  fove- 
3'tign,  and  his  country,  and  a  re¬ 
gard  for  his  own  honour,  would 
&©t  permit  him  longer  to  retain  it. 
He  could  no  longer  give  his  fup- 
port  to  a  miniftry,  which  had,  af¬ 
ter  afeiies  of  repeated  trials,  prov¬ 
ed  themi elves  puiillaniraous,  in¬ 
capable,  and  corrupt ;  who  had 
brought  the  nation  to  the  brink  of 
dkftrukiioi),  and  it  ill  perfifted  to 
plunge  it  deeper  into  mifery,  cala¬ 
mity,  and  danger.  They  were  the 
curie  of  this  country,  and,  he 
feared,  they  would  prove  its  ruin. 
One  of  them  from  his  deferved  ig¬ 
nominy,  and  the  other  from  his 
criminal  indolence,  incapability, 
and  negleCt.  The  find,  in  a  fea- 
iou,  when  talents  and  abilities  were, 
molt  wanted,  having  driven  aim  oh 
every  man  under  thofe  defcriptions 
from  the  fervice,  by  infult  and  bad 
treatment. 

He  faid,  that  while  he  remained 
in  place,  he  did  not  think  it  de¬ 
cent  to  oppofe  government.  He 
could  not  in  conlcience  abfent  him- 
felf  from  his  duty  in  parliament  at 
fo  momentous  a  crifis ;  the  only 
Method  therefore  which  prefen  ted 
itlelf  to  him,  in  order  to  get  rid 
crl  the  embarrafiment,  was  to  re- 
iign.  But  what  had  been  the  con¬ 
fer]  uence  of  this  moderate  con¬ 
duct?  That  of  difmiffing  him,  on 
that  very  morning,  from  an  office 
be  held  under  the  crown,  the  lord 
lieu  ten  an  cv  of’  the  north-riding  of 
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the  county  of  \  ork.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  fay  who  it  was  that  ad- 
vifed  that  meafure  *  but  let  it  come 
from  whom  it  may,  he  defpifed 


the  mean  refen tment  which  gave 
H  birth  ;  he  laughed  at  the  folly, 
but  he  felt  the  injuftice  and  in¬ 
tended  mfult  as  he  ought. 

As  feme  paflages  in  this  fpeech 
were  fuppofed  to  allude,  if  not 
to  point  direftly,  to  the  find  lord 
of  the  admiralty  then  prefent,  the 
matter  was  zealoufty  taken  up  by 
a  young  earl,  who  entered  into  a 
Warm  and  cordial  vindication  of 
his  friend  ;  which,  from  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  fubjeft,  could  not 
however  go  any  farther,  than  af- 
fertion,  denial,  or  opinion.  But, 
although  the  matter  was  a  good 
deal  agitated,  and  the  noble°< earl 
immediately  concerned,  thought 
it  neceffary  to  enter  perfonally 
into  the  difeuffion,  no  fatis  faction 
whatever  could  be  obtained  from 
the  noble  marquis.  And  though  he 
was  called  up  feveral  times,  in- 
head  of  retracing  any  part  of 
what  he  had  advanced,  or  even 
ioftening  it  by  explanation,  he 
rather  ftrengthened  and  enforced 
it,  by  entering  more  fully  into 
particulars.  He  Hill  faid,  that 
the  bell:  men,  men  of  the  higheft 
profeffional  merit,  were  either 
driven  totally  from  the  fervice  by 
the  noble  minifter,  or  were  deter¬ 
red  from  accepting  any  command 
under  his  direction.  Every  man 
who  accepted  of  a  command,  lie 
faid,  accepted  it  under  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  a  double  peril  ;  that  of 
being  employed  and  deceived  ; 
and  that  of  being  certain,  that 
thofe  who  deceived  him,  would 
be  the  firfi,  as  they  were  the 
mo  ft  powerful,,  in  e  lie  Cling  his 
difgrace.  Ele  fhould  not,  he  faid, 
enter  into  detail,  or  quote  names, 
as  he  believed  it  totally  unnecef- 
fary  to  deftend  to  particulars ;  for 
every  perfon  who  had  been  em- 
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ployed  flood  almofl  in  the  fame  any  means  feem  calculated  to  af- 
predicament ; — he  believed  other  ford  much  fatisfa&ion  to  thofe 
commanders  declined  the  fervice 


from  their  not  deeming  either 
their  characters  or  perforis  fafe  in 
certain  hands  ;  — -  and  that  from 
what  had  already  happened,  he 
was  entitled  to  fay,  that  no  man 
of  ability,  or  who  regarded  his 
honour,  could  prudently  ferve  in 
the  navy  under  its  prefen t  admi- 
niftration. 

After  long,  various,  impor¬ 
tant,  and  very  interefting  debates, 
the  queftion  was  at  length  put, 
upon  a  motion  modified  from  the 
original  to  the  following  purport. 
To  appoint  a  committee,  confid¬ 
ing  of  lords  poffefting  neither 
place  nor  penfion,  to  examine, 
without  delay,  into  the  public 
expenditure,  and  the  mode  of  ac¬ 
counting  for  the  fame.  —  This 
motion  was  rejected  upon  a  divi- 
fton,  by  a  majority  of  ioi  lords, 
including  20  proxies,  to  55  lords^ 
including  only  five  proxies. 

Great  as  this  majority  was,  the 
oppofition  fhewed  fuch  a  ftrength 
upon  this  divifion,  as  they  had 
not  done  for  feveral  years  before  ; 
which,  along  with  fome  other 
concurrent  circumftances,-  vvould 
have  been  confidered,  in  a  feafon 
of  lefs  permanency  than  the  pre¬ 
lent,  as  holding  out  alarming,  if 
not  ominous  fymptoms. 

The  rejection  of  this  motion, 
brought  out  (as  had  been  predict¬ 
ed  during  the  debate  by  a  noble 
lord  in  adminiflration)  a  proteit 
of  no  fmall  length  ;  and  abun¬ 
dantly  fraught  with  argumenta¬ 
tive  matter,  relative  to  the  public 
expenditure,  which  did  not  by 


people,  who  felt  themfelves  hea¬ 
vily  prefied  by  the  burthens  of  the 
Hate.  .  In  this  piece,  the  noble 
proteftors  feem  to  pay  fome  parti¬ 
cular  attention  to  an  objection 
made  to  the  motion,  as  if  it  meant 
to  abridge  the  eights  of  monarchy, 
and  to  make  the  crown  depen¬ 
dant  upon  the  parliament. —  To 
this  they  reply  as  follows — “  If 
“  the  objection  means  to  iniinu- 
“  ate,  that  corruption  is  necef 
“  rary  to  government,  we  fhall 
leave  that  principle  to  confute 
<f  itfelf  by  its  own  apparent  ini- 
“  quitv.  That  this  motion  is 
intended  to  diniinifh  the  con- 
“  ftitutional  power  of  the  crown, 

“  we  deny.  The  conftitutional 
power  of  the  crown  we  are  no 
lefs  folicitous  to  preferve,  than 
we  are  to. annihilate  its  uncon- 
ftitutional  influence.  The  pre- 
t(C  rogative  rightly  underftood, 
<(  not  touched,  or  intended  to  be 
touched  by  this  motion,  will 
f<  fupport  the  crown  in  all  the 
fplendour  which  the  king’s 
perfonal  dignity  requires,  and 
with  all  the  authority  and  vi- 
gour  ■  neceftary  to  give  due 
ie  effeCt  to  the  executive  powers 
of  government.” 

The  proteft  was  figned  by  33 
lords.  The  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then  fubferibed  to  the  whole,  ex¬ 
cepting  one  article  ;  and  the  Earl 
of  Radnor  protefted  without  af- 
figning  reafbns.’  The  Earl  of 
Pembroke’s  name  now  appeared, 
for  the  firft  time  on  the  fide  of 
oppofition. 


vn 


Vo(..  xxtfr. 


Q  H  A  P. 


1 1 41  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Colonel  Barre  gives  notice  of  his  intended  proportions  relative  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  accounts.  Scheme  approved  of  by  the  minifer.  Sir  George 
Saville’s  motion,  for  an  account  of  patent  places  and  falaries,  agreed  to. 
Second  motion,  for  an  account  of  penfions,  during  pie  a  fur  e  or  othervoife  , 
oppofed.  Debate  broken  of  by  the  illnefs  of  thefpeaker.  Be  fumed  in  the 

following  week .  Amendment ,  moved  by  the  minif  er.  hong  debates. 

Minified  s  amendment  carried,  on  am  exceedingly  clofe  divifcn.  ■  f onnai co- 
petition  prefent  ed  in  the  JAoufe  of  Lords ,  and  the  fubjedl  frongly  enforc¬ 
ed,  by  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham .  Thanks  of  the  lords  and  commons 
to  Admiral  Sir  George  Rodney ,  for  his  late  eminent  fervices.  Attempt  by 
the  oppoftion,  in  both  houfes ,  to  obtain  fame  ma.rk  of  royal  favour  for 
that  commander .  Scheme,  for  a  commiffon  of  accounts ,  ojinounced  by 

the  minifer ,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Strictures  on  that  bufnefs. 
Mr .  Burke' s  efablafhment  bill  read  a  frfl  and  fecond  time  without  op¬ 
poftion  ;  debate,  and  divifion,  relative  only  to  time,  on  its  committal. 

■  Motion  by  the  Earl  of  Shelburne ,  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Carmarthen,  and  the  Earl  of  Pembroke,  from  the  lieutenancy  of 
their  r  effective  counties .  Thief  ion,  much  agitated.  Motion  rejected  on 

a  divifion. 


IN  a  few  days  after  the  difclo- 
fare  of  Mr.  Burke’s  fclieme  of 
reform.  Colonel  Barre  gave  notice 

Feb.  r4th.  of  hi?  intenti“  t0 
T  move  tor  a  committee 

of  accounts,  as  fupplernental  to, 
and  an  ufeful  enlargement  of  that 
plan.  He  confidered  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  fuch  a  committee,  as  af¬ 
fording  the  neared  and  the  mod 
eafy,  if  not  the  mod  effectual 
means,  fpr  correcting  the  evils  a- 
rifmg  from  the  prefent  mode  of 
voting  great  fums  of  the  public 
money  without  edimate,  and  for, 
in  feme  degree,  remedying  the 
procradinating  forms,  and  the 
dilatory  courfe  of  conducing  bu- 
fmefsi  which  prevailed  in  the  ex¬ 
chequer  ;  and  by  which  it  was  at 
prefent  rendered  totally  inadequate 
to  its  purpofes.  He  hoped  great 
advantages,  he  faid,  from  a  com¬ 
mittee  confiding  only  of  a  few 


A 


men  ;  for  though  he  knew  that 
the  minider’s  drength  in  the  houfe, 
would  virtually  red  their  nomina¬ 
tion  with  him  ;  yet  he  depended 
much,  that  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  and  a  confcioufnefs  that 
the  eyes  of  the  public  were  fully 
fixed  upon  them,  would  operate 
powerfully  upon  their  conduft. 

As  the  views  of  the  minider 
could  not  yet  be  penetrated,  the 
full  and  open  approbation  which 
he  gave  to  this  propofal,  could 
not  but  excite  fome  furprize  on 
all  iides.  He  faw  the  temper  of 
the  nation  was  fuch,  that  fome- 
thing  mud  be  done  to  gratify  the 
people,  and  he  quickly  perceived, 
that  as  the  adoption  of  the  pre- 
fent  meafure,  would  carry  a  fair 
appearance  of  intended  examina¬ 
tion  and  enquiry  into  the  prefent 
great  objefts  of  complaint  and 
grievance,  and  hold  out  a  prof- 

peCt,. 
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peel,  however  remote,  of  redrefs, 
io  it  might  be  happily  fubftituted 
for  feme  other  propofed  meafures 
of  reform,  which  would  be  ex¬ 
ceedingly  troublefome  in  their 
progrefs,  and  could  not  be  finally 
difpofed  of  without  much  difficul¬ 
ty  ;  nor  probably  without  fome 
lofs  to  government,  whether  by 
abfolute  conceffion,  or  by  admit¬ 
ting  fome  new  reftriclions  and 
powers  of  controul,  with  refpeft 
to  the  adminiftration  of  the  public 
finance  and  expenditure.  At  any 
rate,  the  firft  operation  of  the 
propofed  meafure  would  be  to  gain 
time,  which,  in  the  prefent  cir- 
cumftances,  was  every  thing  ;  the 
fervor  of  the  people  would  there¬ 
by  be  allayed ;  and  their  views 
being  drawn  off  to  a  diftant  ob¬ 
ject,  might  be  entirely  worn 
away,  and  even  the  fubjedt  for¬ 
gotten,  before  the  refult  of  the 
enquiry  could  be  known.  In  the 
mean  time,  it  could  require  no 
extraordinary  fagacity,  to  modify 
the  bufinefs  in  fuch  a  manner,  as 
would  effectually  prevent  its  ex¬ 
tending  any  farther  than  was 
wilhed  and  intended.  o 

The  minifter  accordingly  ap¬ 
plauded  the  propofal  highly  ;  and 
only  wondered,  that  a  meafure  of 
fuch  obvious  utility  had  not  been 
thought  of  fooner  ;  he  confidered 
this  as  the  moft  effential  ground 
of  reform  that  could  be  propofed, 
and  expedled  that  it  would  have 
been  taken  up  before.  For  him- 
felf,  he  wifhed  to  hear  the  propo¬ 
rtions  of  gentlemen  from  every 
fide  of  the  houfe ;  and  he  affured 
them,  that  no  man  in  it  would 
be  more  ready  to  adopt  any  plan 
that  appeared  calculated  for  the 
promotion  of  ceconomv,  and  for 
reducing  the  public  expence  to 


order  and  limit.  He  acknowledge 
ed,  that  the  expenditure  of  the 
public  money  fhould  be  brought 
as  much  as  poffible  under  check 
and  controul ;  and  that  the  pre¬ 
fent  courfe  of  exchequer,  was 
inimical  to  a  fpeedy  and  effectual 
controul ;  that  fyftem  was  unequal 
to  the  prefent  extent  of  bufinefs  ; 
and  created  delays  and  inconve- 
niencies,  which  tended  to  ob- 
ftrudi,  inftead  of  expediting  the 
national  fervice.  The  people, 
he  faid,  ought  to  be  fatisfied  with 
refpeCt  to  the  expenditure  ;  it  was 
their  right ;  they  expected  it ; 
and,  for  his  own  part,  there  was 
nothing  he  wilhed  more,  than, 
that  the  utmoft  clearnefs  and  pre- 
cifion  fhould  be  found  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  accounts.  —  Fie  concluded  by 
declaring,  that  he  thought  a  com- 
mifficn  of  accounts,  would  afford 
the  moft  eligible  means  of  check¬ 
ing  the  public  expence ;  that  a 
committee,  compofed  of  a  fmall 
number  of  gentlemen,  rendered 
permanent,  and  fitting  through 
the  year,  would  be  capable  of 
rendering  folid  fervice  to  the 
country ;  and  that  he  wifhed  to 
fee  fo  falutary,  and  indeed  fo  ne- 
ceffary  a  meafure  adopted. 

The  oppoiition,  on  their  fide, 
congratulated  and  applauded  the 
miniller  ;  but  although  they  ac- 
knowleged  the  candour  and  fair- 
nefs  which  he  had  lhevvn  in  adopt¬ 
ing  the  propofed  idea,  one  gen¬ 
tleman  of  great  difeernment  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  could  by  no  means 
go  along  with  him  in  the  opinion, 
that  a  better,  or  a  more  ready- 
mode  of  accounting  to  that  houle 
for  the  expenditure  of  public  mo¬ 
nies,  might  not  be  devifed,  and 
reduced  to  pradlice,  than  that  oi 
appointing  cofnmiiiioners  of  ac- 
T  m  2  counts 
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counts.  They  were  however 
much  pleated,  at  the  point  now 
unexpectedly  gained  ;  and  the 
gentleman  who  had  introduced  the 
hud nels  gave  notice,  that  he  would 
prepare  and  bring  in  propod  dons 
for  the  parpofe. 

On  the  following  day.  Sir 


an 


George  Saville  moved.  That 
account  of  all  places  held  by  pa¬ 
tent  from  the  crown,  with  the  a- 
mount  of  the  falaries  annexed  to 
them,  and  a  lift  of  the  perfons  at 
prefent  holding  them,  Ihould  be 
laid  before  the  houfe.  By  this 
account,  he  faid,  the  houfe,  and 
of  courfe  his  condiments,  would 
be  enabled  to  judge,  of  the  fc r- 
vices  done  to  the  date  in  return 
for  the  falaries  paid  by  it  ;  and 
then  it  would  be  in  the  judge¬ 
ment  of  the  houfe  to  decide,  what 
offices  were  efficient  and  neceffa- 
rv,  and  the  number  that  were 
merely  dnecures,  and  their  emo¬ 
luments  a  burthen  to  the  people, 
without  any  return  of  fervice. 

The  motion  being  agreed  to, 
he  moved.  That  an  account  of  all 
fubdding  pendons,  granted  by  the 
crown,  during  p leafure  or  other- 
wife  ;  fpecifying  the  amount  of 
fuch  pendons  respectively,  and  the 
times  when,  and  the  perfons  to 
whom,  fuch  pendons  were  grant¬ 
ed,  ihould  be  laid  before  the 
houfe.  He  obferved,  that  his 
honourable  friend,  Mr.  Burke, 
with  that  liberality  peculiar  to  his 
nature,  had  foregone,  in  his  plan, 
an  enquiry  into  fubjeCts  of  that 
fort ;  but  however  laudable  the 
motives  of  tendernefs  upon  which 
he  acted  certainly  were,  the  people 
being  rouzed  by  their  feelings  and 
necemties  to  a  clofe  examination 


of 


the  date 

the 


of 


their 


own 


Mire 


and  into 


fit  ion 


the  bufi- 


fol  lowing 
the 


:  1  it. 


caufes  of  thofe  evils 


which  they  experienced,  demand¬ 
ed  a  more  drift  and  rigid  mode  of 
conduCt.  That  the  enquiry  pro- 
pofed  by  his  motion  formed  a 
principal  object,  not  only  with 
his  condiments,  but  with  the 
county  meetings  in  general  ;  and 
wasvneceiTarily  become  a  part  of 
the  plan  for  affording  fatisfkftion 
to  the  people  which  he  thought 
himfelf  bound  to  adopt.  Whe¬ 
ther  it  aniwered  their  expectation* 
in  the  whole,  in  part,  or  not  at 
all,  was  not  the  quedion  ;  the  en¬ 
quiry,  and  consequent  knowledge 
of  the  faCt,  would  afford  the  fa- 
tisfaltion  which  he  dedred. 

A  drong  and  determined  oppo- 
to  this  motion  was  imme¬ 
diately  apparent ;  but  the  debate 
was  broken  off  by  the  Bidden  ill- 
nefs  of  the  fpeaker,  and 
nefs  lay  over  to  the 
week.  On  its  revival, 
minider  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment,  redricting  the  account  to 
thole  pendons  only  which  were 
paid  at  the  exchequer  ;  but  this 
he  afterwards  enlarged,  to  the 
giving  the  general  amount  of  all 
pendons,  but  without  any  fpeci- 
dcation  of  names,  or  particulari - 
ty  of  films,  excepting  in  the  drd 
inilance. 

The  propofed  amendments 
brought  out  very  long,  and  ex- 
ccedingly  warm  debates  ;  in  the 
courfe  of  which  the  minider  had 
the  mortidcation  of  difeovering 
much  matter  of  apprehendon  and 
alarm ;  and  of  meeting  fuch  an 
oppodtion  as  he  had  never- before 
encountered.  He  grounded  his 
oppodtion  to  the  motion,  in  the 
drd  indance,  on  a  principle  of  de¬ 
licacy.  To  exp.ofe  the  neceffities 
of  antientand  noble  families,  whofe 
fortunes  were  too  narrow  for  the 

fupport 
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lupport  of  their  rank,  to  the  pry- 
ng  eye  of  malignant  curioilty,  he 
fuid,  would  be  not  only  wanton, 
but  cruel.  To  expofe  the  man 
who  had  a  peniion,  to  the  envy 
and  detraction  of  him  who  had 
none,  and  by  whom  he  was  there¬ 
fore  hated  ;  to  held  him  up  as  an 
object  for  the  gratification  of  pri¬ 
vate  malice  and  the  malevolence  of 
party,  merely  as  a  price  for  the 
favour  conferred  on  him  by  the 
crown,  would  furely  be  a  proceed¬ 
ing,  in  its  nature,  equally  odious 
and  contemptible.  Yet  thefe  were 
the  certain  effects  which  mull  pro¬ 
ceed  from  an  indiferiminate  dif- 
clofure  of  the  penfion  lift  ;  along 
with,  he  faid,  the  furnithing  out 
matter  for  a  feaft  to  newlpaper  and 
party  writers,  to  be  by  them  dreft 
up  in  their  own  manner  for  the  en¬ 
tertainment  of  the  public,  at  the 
cxpcnce  of  the  nobleft,  perhaps 
the  worthieft  and  mo  It  deferving 
members  of  the  ftate.  Such  were 
the  ill  effects,  and  the  noble  lord 
declared  himfelf  incapable  of  dif- 
covering  any  good,  which  the  mo¬ 
tion,  if  carried,  would  inevitably 
produce. 

The  minifter  farther  faid,  that 
he  had  very  fufficient  reafons  for 
believing,  that  the  true  ftate  of 
the  penfion  lift  was  very  little 
known  and  underftood.  That  all 
was  not,  properly  fpeaking,  pen¬ 
fion,  that  appeared  on  that  lift. 
Several  large  falaries  were,  in 
exchequer  language,  claffed  un¬ 
der  that  denomination  ;  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  fvvelled  the  payments  in 
that  lift,  to  which  they  did  not 
properly  belong.  And  if  thefe 
were  deducted,  along  with  the  four 
lhiiiings  in  the  pound  tax  on  places 
andpenfions,  the  remaining  pen- 
iiori  lift  would  be  found  not  to  ex¬ 


ceed  50,000!.  a  year;  which 
would  be  10,000 1.  a  year  lefs, 
than  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  plan  of  re¬ 
form,  thought  reafonable  to  be  al¬ 
lotted  to  that  article  of  public  ex¬ 
pence.  He  therefore  thought, 
that  the  county  meetings  muft  be 
very  ill  informed,  when  they  made 
the  fuppofed  cxcefs  in  that  depart¬ 
ment  a  leading  article  in  their  lift 
of  grievances.  And  he  was  cer¬ 
tain,  that  if  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  only  knew,  that  all  that  could 
be  gotten  by  expofing  the  names 
of  feveral  honourable  perfons  on 
the  penfion  lift,  would  amount  to 
no  more,  under  the  moft  rigid 
ceconomv,  than  the  faving  of  a 
few  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  their 
hearts  would  revolt  at-  the  idea  of 
fuch  a  motion. 

Ele  concluded  by  drawing  a  dif- 
tinCtion,  between  themomey  grant¬ 
ed  exprefsly  to  government  for  the 
other  public  fervices  of  the  ftate, 
and  that  allotted  to  the  fupport  of 
the  civii  lift  eftablifhment.  The 
firft  was  to  be  fpecifically  applied; 
and  the  proper  officers  were  an- 
fwerable  for  the  difpofal,  as  well 
as  accountable  for  the  amount. 
But  the  money  granted  to  the 
king  for  his  civil  lift,  was  granted 
freely  and  without  controul ;  it 
was  then  his  perfonai  property ; 
was  liable  to  no  reftriftion  what¬ 
ever  ;  and  was  as  fully  under  his 
direction,  and  as  entirely  at  his 
difpofal,  as  the  rents  of  a  private 
eftate  could  be  to  the  owner. 

The  minifter’s  principle  of  de¬ 
licacy  was  laughed  at  on  the  other 
fide.  Penfions  granted  for  honour¬ 
able  fervice,  they  faid,  were  marks 
of  honour,  and  not  of  difgrace. 
Nor  did  thofe  granted  for  fupport- 
ing  the  rank  of  antient  and  noble 
families,  whofe  poverty  proceeded 

[#]  3  froni 
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from  the  fault  of  their  ancedors, 
and  not  their  own,  .convey  the 
fm  ailed  degree  of  reproach.  Po¬ 
verty  was  no  difgrace,  where  it 
was  not  brought  on  by  perfonal 
vice  or  folly.  As  little  did  tho  peo¬ 
ple  willi  to  fuppreisfuch  liberality, 
or  to  retrench  the  means  of  it, 
when  properly  and  honourably  ap¬ 
plied,  in  the  crown.  Ireland  af¬ 
forded  a  living  proof  within  their 
knowledge,  that  fuch  notions  of 
fuppofed  delicacy  were  entirely 
ideal  and  unfounded.  The  holders 
of  peniions  in  that  country  were  to 
the  full  as  proud  and  as  delicate, 
as  thofe  under  the  fame  circum- 
ilances  in  this.  Yet  the  penlioh. 
liil  in  that  kingdonywas  every  fe- 
cond  year  laid  before  parliament, 
and  publi died  in  all  their  news -pa¬ 
pers,  without  its  producing  any 
degree  of  that  difgrace  and  uneaiT- 
nefs  to  individuals,  and  without 
opening  any  of  thofe  fources  of 
detraction  and  malevolence,  of 
which  the  minider  now  pretends  to 
be  fo  appreheniive.  Not  a  fmgle 
lord  or  lady,  however  antient  their 
families,  or  however  proud  of  their 
rank,  whether  Englifh  or  Irifli, 
was  ever  yet  known  to  throw  up  or 
to  refufe  a  penfion,  upon  the  ac¬ 
count  of  that  publication. 

The  noble  lord,  they  faid,  had 
endeavoured,  with  his  ufual  art, 
but  with  uncommon  indudry,  to 
render,  by  the  miniderial  juggle 
of  his  calculations,  and  by  (hew¬ 
ing  it  through  the  wrong  end  of  the 
perfpeftlve,  the  objedt  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  fo  apparently  diminutive,  as 

to  be  unworthy  the  attention  of  the 
«< 

people,  and  the  confideration  of 
parliament.  But  even  taking  it, 
they  faid,  upon  his  own  word ,  and 
fuppodng  for  a  moment  his  repre- 
feptatiou  to  be  as  fair,  as  it  was 


diredtly  calculated  to  impofe  and 
miflead,  although  it  would  be  ac- 
knowleged,  that  forty  or  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  a  year,  was  not 
limply,  and  immediately  in  itfelf, 
an  object  of  great  national  atten¬ 
tion,  yet,  as  every  thing  great 
mud  be  done  by  detail  to  become 
fo,  it  was  ridiculous  to  contend, 
that  fuch,  and  leder  fums,  were 
not  fit  objedts  to  be  attended  to, 
and  included,  in  any  fcheme  wdiich 
took  in  a  reform  of  the  national 
expenditure. 

But  money,  they  faid,  was  only 
a  fecondary  confideration,  whe¬ 
ther  with  the  petitioners,  or  with 
themfelves.  The  fird  and  great 
objedl  of  both,  was  the  deftruClion 
of  that  undue  and  corrupt  influ¬ 
ence,  which  was  the  fatal  fource 
of  all  our  evils,  calamities,  dan¬ 
gers,  and  of  the  greater  part  of 
that  ruinous  expence,  under  which 
the  nation  was  finking.  If  by 
cutting  od~  forty  or  fifty  thoufand 
pounds  a  year  from  the  means  of 
that  corruption,  forty  or  fifty  vo¬ 
ters  couldbe  cut  od'  from  that  im¬ 
penetrable  parliamentary  phalanx, 
on  whom  no  reafon,  argument,  or 
affe&ion  for  their  country,  was 
ever  capable  of  making  an  im- 
prellion,  nor  of  deterring  from  an 
adherence  to  the  minider  of  the 
day,  whoever  he  may  be,  and  in 
whatever  predicament  he  might 
hand,  it  would  be  gaining  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  no  fmall  importance  ;  and 
prove,  in  its  efFeff,  the  laving  of 
infinitely  greater  fums.  Had  fuch 
favings  taken  place  in  time,  Ame¬ 
rica  would  dill  have  been  a  part  of 
our  drength  and  glory. 

They  treated  iarcadically  ‘the 
liberal ity  and  candour,  with  which , 
they  faid,  the  noble  minider  had 
fo  gcneroufly  offered  to  gratify 
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parliament  with  an  account  of 
thole  penfions,  which  were  regu¬ 
larly  paid  at  the  public  offices  of 
the  exchequer  ;  a  degree  of  in¬ 
formation  which  every  man  in  the 
kingdom,  whether  native  or  fo¬ 
reigner,  might,  by  a  proper  appli¬ 
cation,  obtain  to  as  full  an  extent, 
as  it  was  poffeffed  by  the  noble  lord 
himfelf.  But  it  happened  unluc¬ 
kily  that  this  liberality  was  thrown 
away,  as  the  offer  did  not  at  all 
reach  to  the  objects  intended  by 
the  people,  or  propofed  by  the 
mover  of  the  prefent  motion. 
Their  enquiries  were  directed  to 
penfions  of  another  nature  than 
thofe  that  were  paid  at  public  offices . 
They  were  directed  to  temporary 
penfions ;  to  penfions  during  plea¬ 
sure  ;  to  penlions  for  the  purpofe 
of  parliamentary  corruption.  So 
unqualified  were  the  charges  upon 
this  ground,  that  a  gentleman  de¬ 
clared, as  a  fact,  founded  upon  au¬ 
thority,  he  faid,  which  he  could 
notc  oubt,  that  the  minilter,  at  the 
clofe  of  every  feffion,  had  a  fettle- 
ment  of  fuch  penfions  to  make  ; 
that  a  private  lilt  of  names,  with 
the  feveral  fums  apportioned  to 
their  refpective  fervices  or  merits, 
was  then  produced ;  and  that  as  foon 
as  the  money  was  paid,  the  paper 
was  immediately  burnt,  and  no  me¬ 
morial  of  the  tranfaftion  preferred. 

This  occafioned  a  call  on  the 
oppofition  from  one  of  the  law  of¬ 
ficers  to  come  forward  with  their 
proofs,  to  name  and  point  out  the 
delinquents  ;  but  not  to  throw 
about  charges  of  fuch  a  nature  at 
random,  if  they  were  not  able  to 
fupport  and  eftablifh  them.  To 
this  it  was  replied,  that  the  learned 
gentleman  well  knew,  that  they 
could  not  poffiblypoffcls  the  fpecies 
of  evidence,  which  the  rules  of  that 
houfe  rendered  neceffary,  in  order 


to  fix  fuch  fpccific  charges.  The 
great  objeft  of  the  motion  was  to 
obtain  that  very  evidence  which  is 
now  demanded.  This  the  mini- 
ller  abfolutely  refufes  to  grant ; 
and  at  the  very  inftant  that  they 
lee  he  withholds  the  means,  his 
advocates  boldly  challenge  us  to 
bring  forward  our  proofs. 

The  comparifon  drawn  by  the 
minilter  between  the  civil  lilt  re¬ 
venues,  and  the  rents  of  a  private 
eliate,  was  not  at  all  allowed  to 
hold.  Various  parts  of  that  valt 
eftablilhment,  the  oppofition  faid, 
were  applied  to  great  national  pur- 
pofes;  to  thofe  of  public  dignity 
and  utility,  as  well  as  to  the  fup¬ 
port  and  fplendor  of  the  crown. 
Parliament  had  a  right,  and  was 
in  the  practice,  of  enquiring  and 
feeing  into  the  appropriation  of 
that  money.  If  it  were  otherwife, 
and  that  great  revenue  to  be  con- 
fidered  merely  as  perfonal  pro¬ 
perty,  the  whole  of  it  might  be 
drawn  off  from  its  original  pur- 
pofes,  and  applied  to  thofe  of  the 
mofr  dangerous  nature.  The  po- 
fition  was  therefore  to  be  totally 
exploded,  as  equally  fallacious  and 
dangerous. 

O 

It  was  not  a  little  remarkable, 
that  almoff  the  whole  weight  of 
this  very  long  debate  lay  upon  the 
minifter  ;  who,  excepting  the  af- 
fiftance  of  fome  of  the  crown  law¬ 
yers,  was  left  alone  to  endure  the 
heat  and  brunt  of  the  day.  He 
was  of  courfe  fo  exceedingly  hard 
pulhed,  that  he  was  frequently 
forced  to  fhift  or  abandon  his 
ground  ;  whihl  every  change  of 
pofition,  afforded  fome  new  open 
ing  for  the  leverities  of  his  antago 
nills.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
which  were  aggravated  by  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  comteft,  and  the  appa¬ 
rent  doubtfulnefs  of  the  iffue,  it 
[//]  4  is 
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is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  he 
could  not  perfectly  preferve  his 
equanimity  of  temper  ;  and  if  he 
couldnot  even  entirely  refrain  from 
Shewing  fome  appearances  of  vexa¬ 
tion  and  peeviihnefs. 

The  queftion  being  at  length 
put*  at  half  an  hour  after  one 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  mini¬ 
fters  amendments  were  carried, 
and  but  juft  carried,  upon  a  divi- 
fton,  by  a  majority  of  two  only ; 
the  numbers  being  1S8  to  186. 

Sir  George  Saville  then  declar¬ 
ed*  that  as  the  motion,  in  its  pre- 
fent  ftate,  was  totally  changed 
from  that  which  he  had  propofed, 
and  was  rendered  utterly  incapa¬ 
ble  of  obtaining  that  information 
for  the  people,'  which  it  was  both 
his  wilh  and  his  duty  to  lay  before 
them,  he  fhould  therefore  give  the 
matter  entirely  up,  and  fhould  no 
longer  give  himfelf  or  his  friends 
any  trouble,  by  fruitlefsly  oppos¬ 
ing  minifters  in  any  point  which 
they  were  determined  to  carry. 

This  was,  however,  an  extra¬ 
ordinary  diviiion.  But  the  lofs  of 
the  queftion  was  the  more  vexati¬ 
ous  to  the  op'pontion,  as  they  con¬ 
ceived  they  had  ftrength  in  town 
fully  fufftcient  to  have  carried  it ; 
and  even  attributed  the  difappoint- 
ment  to  the'  acci  'ental  abfence  of 
fome  particular  friends.  On  for¬ 
mer  occafions  this  would  have 
been  matter  of  triumph  ;  but  they 
were  grown  more  difficult  fmce 
their  late  increafe  of  ftrength ; 
and  complained  bitterly,  that  vo¬ 
lunteer  troops  can  never  be  brought 
to  pay  that  ftrict  attention  to  duty, 
which  is"  pracHfed  by  trained  and 
difciplmed"  bands,  who  have  been 
long  habituated  to  the  punctual  ob- 
fcrvmke  of  a  regular  command. 

'1  he'  popular  prints,  however. 


triumphed,  not  only  in  the  clofe- 
nefs  of  the  diviiion,  but  in  an  a C 
fertion  which  they  repeatedly  e- 
choed,  that  not  a  fmgle  Ennlilh 

•  j  O 

gentleman,  however  he  might  af¬ 
terwards  vote,  had  opened  his  lips 
on  the  fide  of  the  minifter,  in  the 
courfe  of  fo  long  a  debate.  If. 
was  made  no  lefs  a  matter  of  exul¬ 
tation,  that  of  the  knights  of  the 
fhire,  or  reprefen tatives  of  Englifh 
and' Welfh  counties,  who  were  then 
prefent,  only  eleven  fupported  the 
minifter  by  their  votes  ;■  while  no 
lefs  than  fifty-feven  voted  for  Sir 
George  Saville V  original  motion! 
Such,  and  fo  powerful,  was  the 
effect  of  that  fpirit  which  was  now 
prevalent. 

If  was  on  the  fame  day  of  Sir 
George  Saville’s  motion,  that  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham  brought 
the  Jamaica  bufmefs  forward  in  the 
Houle  of  Lords  ;  where  he  pre¬ 
fen  ted  a  petition  fimilar  to  that, 
and  fubferibed  by  the  fame  names, 
which  we  have  already  feen  a  fub- 
jeftof  animadverfion  in  the  Houle 
of  Commons.  He  went  over  the 
whole  ground  of  complaint,  and, 
in  a  (peech  of  confiderable  length; 
fupported  and  enforced  the  feveral 
matters  of  charge,  in  a  manner 
which  ihewed  a  very  full  know- 
lege  of  his  fubjeft  ;  in  doing 
which,  he  endeavoured  particu¬ 
larly  to  eftablifh  the  following 
points  :  —The  great  importance 
and  ineftimable  value  of  the  if! and 
—The  fatal  confluences,  with 
refoect  to  all  our  remaining  Ame-r 
rican  and  Weft  Indian  poffeffions, 
which  muft  be  the  immediate  and 
inevitable  refuit,  of  its  becoming 
the  property  of  the  enemy,  but 
more  eipecially  of  France — The 
criminal  conduit  of  minifters  in 
neglecting  all  proper  and  rational 

prbvifioij^ 
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jprovifion,  for  the  fecurity  and  pro¬ 
tection  of  fo  ineftimable  a  poffef- 
fion — -And,  the  a£lual  and  immir 
ncnt  internal  and  external  dan¬ 
gers,  to  which  the  ifland  has  at  fe- 
veral  different  times  been  fubjecl- 
ed,  through  that  negleft. 

On  the  daft  ground,  he  particu¬ 
larly  infilled,  and  endeavoured  to 
dcmonftrate,  as  well  by  a  letter 
from  Governor  Tailing,  as  by 
other  authorities,  that  fcarcely  a 
hope  could  have  been  formed  of 
laving  the  ifland,  if  D’Eftaing  had 
bent  his  force  thither,  at  the  time 
that,  fo  fortunately  to  this  country, 
he  directed  his  coUrfe  to  Georgia. 
So  that  the  prefervation  of  one  of 
the  moil  valuable  appendages  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  relied 
upon  the  error,  blindnefs,  or  folly 
of  the  enemy.  He  farther  urged, 
that  this  conduct  could  not  even  be 
fo  far  palliated,  as  to  attribute  it 
to  mere  negligence  or  forgetful- 
hefs  ;  fuppofing  that  either  could 
be  admitted  as  any  palliation.  For 
that  fo  early  as  the  year  1773,  and 
repeatedly  ftnee,  minifters  had  been 
warned,  by  petitions  and  applica¬ 
tions  from  the  ifland,  of  the  dan¬ 
gers,  both  within  and  from  with¬ 
out,  to  which  it  was  expofed  ;  and 
of  which  no  other  notice  was  taken 
in  the  fir  ft  inftance,  than  the  draw¬ 
ing  away,  for  the  unhappy  pur- 
pofes  of  the  American  war,  one 
half  of  the  very  weak  military 
force,  (amounting  to  300  men) 
which  had  been  before  affigned  for 
its  defence.  Nor  had  any  thing 
effcflual  been  ftnee  done. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  proteft 
(of  which  we  have  before  taken 
notice)  was  brought  forward,  and 
read  by  Lord  Onflow  as  part  of  his 
fpeech,  in  order  to  fliew,  that  the 
petition  fhould  not  be  conftdered 


as  the  fenfe  of  the  iftand,  but 
merely  as  containing  the  fenti- 
ments  of  thofe  perfons  by  whom 
it  was  fiibfcribed,  He  contended, 
that  the  proteftors,  though  not  fo 
numerous,  poffeffed  property  equal, 
if  not  fuperior,  to  the  petitioners*; 
from  whence  he  argued  that  their 
opinions  were  of  equal  weight  and 
importance. 

This  affertion  drew  up  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham,  who  having 
moved  that  the  names  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  fhould  be  read,  obferved, 
that  he  believed  moft  of  them  were 
known  to  their  lordfhips ;  it  was 
now  in  the  noble  lord’s  power  who 
had  read  the  proteft,  to  bring  the 
matter  to  an  immediate  iffue  ;  he 
had  only  to  pais  the  names  of  the 
proteftors  in  counterview  before 
them,  and  the  buftnefs  would  be 
fettled  ;  it  would  be  at  once  feen 
on  which  fide  the  queftions  of  pro¬ 
perty  and  refpedlability  lay. 

The  noble  lord,  however,  de¬ 
clined  to  read  the  names  of  the  pro¬ 
teftors  ;  but  infilled  on  his  general 
pofttions ;  that  the  petitioners,  al¬ 
though  many  of  them  were  refpeft- 
able,  did  not  poffefs  half  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  ifland  ;  that  one  third 
of  the  merchants  and  planters,  had 
not  ftgned  either  the  petition  or 
proteft  ;  and  it  was  fairly  to  be 
concluded,  that  thofe  who  had  not 
ftgned  the  former,  did  not  ap¬ 
prove  of  its  contents. 

The  Marquis  rejoined,  that  the 
motives  for  declining  to  read  the 
names  of  the  proteftors  were  eaftly 
underflood.  The  noble  lord  was 
tender  of  fome  names ;  and  did 
not  wifh  to  bring  certain  chara&ers 
forward,  which  had  figured  in  that 
tranfaftion.  After  fome  obferva- 
tions  on  thefe,  and  drawing  a 
flrong  contrail  between  the  ilateof 
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character,  property,  and  refpeCta- 
bilityon  both  tides,  he  comment¬ 
ed,  upon  what  he  called  rather  a 
ludicrous  paffage  in  the  protefl ; 
by  which  it  is  held  out  as  a  mo¬ 
tive,  for  their  objecting  to  a  peti¬ 
tion  for  protection  to  parliament, 
that  it  was  the  interefl  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  and  planters  to  hand  well 
with  government. 

The  firil  lord  of  the  admiralty 
acknowledged,  that  the  merchants 
.and  planters  who  iigned  the  peti¬ 
tion,  were,  in  every  inftance,  as 
worthy  and  as  refpeCtable  a  body  of 
men,  as-  any  in  this,  or  in  any 
other  kingdom  :  but  that  there  was 
not  a  tingle  fact  hated  in  the  peti¬ 
tion,  nor  alledged  in  its  fupport, 
which  he  would  not  be  ready  and 
prepared,  one  by  one,  at  a  proper 
time,  to  difprove.  This  brought 
out  feme  altercation  between  him 
and  the  noble  marquis ;  in  which, 
befides  a  difference  of  opinion  with 
jefpect  to  circumhances  of  danger 
and  protection,  feveral  affections 
and  contradictions  took  place  as  to 
.faCts  and  dates.  The  petition  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
perufal  and  confideration  of  the 
lords ;  under  the  avowed  intention 
of  the  Marquis  of  Rockingham, 
to  make  it  the  foundation  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  motion,  for  the  protection 
and  fecurity  of  the  illand  of  Ja¬ 
maica  ;  an  intention  which  the 
meafures  adopted  by  government, 
about  this  time,  rendered  unnecef- 
fary. 

On  the  lad  davof  Februarv,  the 
minifter  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
moved,  that  the  thanks  of  that 
houfe  Ihould  be  given  to  Admiral 
Sir  George  Rodney,  for  the  late 
-lignal  and  important  Cervices  he 
had  rendered  his  kin?  and  coun- 

O 

try.  The  motion  was  feconded  by 


Mr.  Thomas  Townfhend,  warmly 
fupported  by  the  oppofition,  and 
nnanimoully  agreed  to  by  the 
houfe.  A  fimilar  motion  was  made 
on  the  following  day  in  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  by  the  Earl  of  Sandwich, 
feconded  by  the  Marquis  of  Roc¬ 
kingham,  and  agreed  to  in  the 
fame  manner. 

But  the  oppofition  wifhed  for 
fome  more  fubflantial  return,  than 
a  mere  vote  of  thanks,  for  the  ef- 
fential  Cervices  performed  by  that 
brave  commander ;  and  accord- 
ingly  warmly  contended  in  both 
houfes,  that  while  the  impreffion 
of  fervice  was  recent  and  warm, 
they  Ihould  proceed  a  hep  further; 
and  apply  for  fome  mark  of  royal 
favour,  which,  in  cafe  of  any  li¬ 
mit  er  accident,  or  future  misfor¬ 
tune,  might  afford  to  him  fome 
fecurity,  again  it  his  being  again 
negleCled,  and  his  Cervices  for¬ 
gotten. 

This,  they  faid,  was  the  more 
neceffary,  as  that  admiral  had  in 
the  lad  war  received  the  thanks  of 
both  houfes  for  the  important  Cer¬ 
vices  which  he  then  performed  ; 
and  yet  he  was  afterwards  molt 
fhamefully  laid  by  and  negleCled, 
without  any  provilion  being  made 
for  him  fuitable  to  his  rank  and 
high  character  ;  fo  that  honour  was 
almod  the  only  harvell  which  he 
reaped.  It  was  likewife,  they 
faid,  the  more  neceffary,  as  it  was 
underdood  that  he  was  defined 
with  an  inferior  force  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  our  Weil  India  illands  ; 
and  that  nobody  was  ignorant,  in 
cafe  of  misfortune  or  lofs,  with 
what  dexterity  the  prefentminiders 
could  fnift  the  blame  from  them- 
felves,  however  culpable,  upon 
the  Ihoulders  of  their  commander. 
In  fuch  a  cafe.  Sir  George  Rod¬ 
ney 
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ricy  mull  exped  the  fame  fate, 
which,  they  laid,  every  other  of¬ 
ficer,  who  ventured  to  ad  under 
their  diredion,  had  already  expe¬ 
rienced. 

The  poll  of  Lieutenant  General 
of  the  Marines,  which  had  been 
inftituted  as  a  reward  for  extraor¬ 
dinary  merit  and  fervice,  and  which 
had  unufually  continued  vacant, 
ever  fmce  the  resignation  of  Sir 
Hugh  Pallifer,  was  the  immediate 
objed  which  the  oppofition  had  in 
view,  in  favour  of  Sir  George 
Rodney  ;  but  this  was  mentioned 
only  as  matter  of  converfation,  or 
propofal  to  the  minifters,  as  they 
would  not  feem  to  prefcribe  to  the 
crown  by  any  fpecification.  Nor 
did  they  wifh  to  pufh  the  bufmefs 
to  an  addrefs  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  (where  only,  confiftently 
with  forms,  it  could  be  done)  if 
they  could  obtain  a  fatisfadtory 
promife  from  the  minifter  on  the 
fubjed.  This,  however,  not  ap¬ 
pearing  to  them  fobe  immediately 
done,  Mr.  Marlham  framed  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  an  addrefs,  that  his  ma- 
jefty  would  be  gracioully  pleafed  to 
bellow  fome  high  poll  of  honour 
on  Admiral  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  for  his  late  fignal  fen- 
vices. 

The  miniller  declared  the  great- 
eft  perfonal  regard  fcr  the  a'bfcnt 
commander,  as  well  as  the  fulleft 
fenfe  of  his  great  merits,  fervices, 
and  high  naval  charader  ;  nor  was 
any  gentleman  in  the  houfe  more 
willingthathelhould  bemoftamply 
rewarded.  But  he  obferved,  that 
it  would  not  only  be  unprecedented 
to  follow  a  vote  of  thanks  with  an 
immediate  addrefs  for  a  reward  ; 
but  that  fo  coupling  the  two  mat¬ 
ters,  would  in  future  fubjed  the 
houle  to  very  great  difticulty,  and 


eftablilh  a  precedent  which  they 
would  hereafter  have  caufe  to  re¬ 
pent.  He  therefore  wifhed  the 
motion  was  withdrawn,  as  it  w’ould 
be  exceedingly  irkfome  to  him  to 
oppofe  it ;  which  yet  he  mull  other- 
wife  be  under  a  neceffity  of  doing, 
merely  for  the  fake  of  parliamen¬ 
tary  precedent. 

As  the  minifter  likewife  allured 
the  houfe,  that  he  was  far  from 
thinking  the  place  of  lieutenant- 
general  of  the  marines,  by  any 
means  more  than  equal  to  the  ad¬ 
miral’s  high  deferts,  the  juftnefs 
of  his  reafoning,  and  the  clearnefs 
of  his  declarations,  ■  afforded  fuch 
convidion  and  fatisfadion  on  the 
other  ftde,  that  the  motion  was 
withdrawn ;  but  under  the  de¬ 
clared  prefumption,  that  feme- 
thing  was  intended,  and  would  be 
eftedually  done,  in  favour  of  the 
admiral.  It  may  be  difficult  to  de¬ 
termine,  whether  the  two  great 
naval  commanders  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  (Admiral  Keppel, 
and  Lord  Howe)  did  greater  ho¬ 
nour  to  themfelves,  or  to  Sir 
George  Rodney,  by  the  liberal, 
clear,  and  unreferved  approbation 
and  applaufe,  which  they  bellowed 
upon  his  condud  and  fervices. 

The  ground  taken  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham  and  other 
lords  on  that  fide,  was,  an  endea¬ 
vour  to  obtain  from  the  marine 
minifter,  by  Hating  the  propriety 
and  expediency  of  the  meafure, 
fome  afturance,  that  either  the  va¬ 
cant  place,  or  fome  equivalent 
mark  of  royal  favour  and  reward, 
was  intended  to  be  bellowed  on  the 
abfent  admiral ;  the  difarranged 
ftate  of  whofe  private  affairs,  af¬ 
forded  motives  which  were  ftrongly 
urged  in  both  houfes,  for  its  not 
being  merely  honorary. 


But 
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But  this,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head 
of  the  admiralty  abfolutely  refufed. 
He  faid,  it  was  the  peculiar  province 
of  the  crown  to  diftinguifh  and  re¬ 
ward  thofe  who  had  ferved  it  ably 
and  faithfully  ;  that  it  would  be 
prefumption  in  him  to  undertake 
or  fay,  what  his  majefty  might  or 
might  not,  or  ought  to  do  ;  that 
it  would  be  a  direft  invaiion  of  his 


March  2d. 


prerogative  to  prefcrihe  to  him  on 
Inch  an  occafton  ;  that  graces  and 
favours,  fuch  as  thofe  defcribed, 
were  the  proper  gift  of  the  fove- 
reign  ;  .that  he  never  wilhed  that 
houfe  to  entrench  on  this  ex- 
clulive  rip-ht ;  and  it  was  well 
known  to  be  one  of  the  leading 
charaCteriftics  of  his  majefty’s 
reign,  to  reward  fuch  of  his 
fuhjecis  as  feemed  worthy  of  his 
favour  and  protection. 

On  the  following 
day,  the  minifler  fur- 
prized,  at  leaf:,  one  fide  of  the 
houfe,  by  opening  his  fcheme  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Commifjlon  of 
Ac  ■counts.  He  obferved,  that  the 
amount,  the  increase,  and  the 
manner  of  conducting  the  public 
expenditure,  had  of  late  afforded 
continual  topics  of  debate,  con- 
verfation,  and  complaint ;  and 
that  it  had  even  been  propofed  to 
withhold  the  fupplies  for  thofe 
parts  of  the  public  fervice,  for 
which  eftimates.  were  not  previ¬ 
ously  produced.  V7ith  refpeCt  to 
that  matter,  he  muff  repeat  what 
he  had  often  faid'before,  that  while 
we  were  engaged  in  a  widely  ex¬ 
tended  and  expeniive  war,  it  would 
he  impoffible,  in  many  inftances, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  fer- 
vices,  to  lay  previous  eftimates  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe.  The  extent,  pe¬ 
culiar  nature,  and  circumftances 
of  the  war,  were  like  wife  to  ac¬ 


count  for  the  enormity  of  the  ex** 
pence. 

He  wilhed,  however,  as  hear¬ 
tily  as  any  one  gentleman  in  that 
houfe,  to  give  the  public  the  fulleft 
fatisfaClion,  that  the  money  was 
duly  applied  to  their  fervice  ;  and 
he  equally  wilhed,  that  feme  me¬ 
thod  could  be  devifed  for  dating 
and  fettling  the  public  accounts  in 
fuch  a  manner,  that  the  numerous 
balances  upon  each  head  of  ex¬ 
pence,  might  be  brought  forward 
more  fpcedily,  and  in  coniequence 
be  the  fooner  applied  to  the  public 
fervice.  V arious  methods  had.  been 
hinted  at  for  effecting  this  purpofe  ; 
the  method  he  ihould  propofe, 
would  be  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  ap¬ 
pointing  a  commiilion  of  accounts. 
He  thought  a  commiftion  would 
have  many  advantages  over  a  com- 

•  *  w 

mittee  of  accounts ;  as  it  might 
be  ftrengthened  with  powers,  with 
which  the  houfe  was  not  capable  of 
invefting  the  latter;  particularly 
the  calling  for  papers  of  all  forts, 
and  the  examining  witneftes  upon 
oath.  That  former  commifllons  of 
this  nature  had  proved  nugatory, 
he  faid,  was  eaftly  to  be  accounted 
for,  and  as  ealily  to  be  remedied. 
The  fault  lay  partly  in.  the  caufe, 
and  partly  in  the  form  and  extent 
of  their  jurifdiCiion.  They  had 
merely  been  authorized  with  a  re- 
Urofpective  view  ;  he  meant  to  car¬ 
ry  the  prefen t  idea  much  farther. 
He  intended  that  the  bill  Ihould 
exprefsly  authorize  the  commiffi-. 
oners,  not  only  to  enquire  into  the 
accounts  of  the  paft  expenditure, 
but  into  the  current  accounts ;  and 
farther  direft  them,  to  confult, 
prepare,  and  report  to  the  houfe, 
what  ihould  upon  due  examination 
•and  confutation  appear  to  them  to 
be  a  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  mode  of 

keeping 
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keeping  the  public  accounts,  and 
fettling  them  fo,  that  their  true 
date  might  from  time  to  time,  as 
rear  as  poflible,  be  laid  before  the 
Houfe  when  called  for,  and  the 
various  balances  in  hand  be  im¬ 
mediately  brought  forward,  and 
applied  to  the  lervice  of  the  enfu- 
intr  vear. 

C  • 

The  minider  obferved,  that 
when  he  had  readily  promifed  his 
abidance  upon  this  fubjecf  feme 
time  before,  to  an  honourable 
member  on  the  other  fide,  who 
had  called  upon  him  for  it  ;  not- 
withftanding  fome  ironical  com¬ 
pliments,  he  could  eaiily  per¬ 
ceive  that  his  finceritv  was  called 
in  quedion,  and  that  his  promife 
or  concurrence  was  only  confider- 
ed  as  a  parliamentary  trick.  The 
only  return,  he  then  determined 
to  make,  was  to  feize  the  earlied 
opportunity  of  affording  indifpu- 
table  proof  to  the  houfe,  that  his 
offer  of  aflidance  included  his  real 
fentiments,  and  that  no  man 
v/ifhed  more  than  he  did  himfelf, 
for  fome  effectual  means  of  expe¬ 
diting  the  public  accounts.  An 
honourable  gentleman  had  like- 
wife  at  that  time  thrown  out,  that 
it  would  appear  from  the  fort  of 
committee  that  was  appointed, 
whether  he  was  fincere,  or  whe¬ 
ther  the  whole  enquiry  was  to  be 
a  farce  and  a  mockery.  He  Ihould 
not  conbder  how  far  this  infinua- 
tion  affeCted  the  honour  of  that 
houfe,  which  was  to  appoint  the 
committee ;  but  he  would  now 
convince  them  of  his  own  fincerity. 
To  put  the  matter  therefore  totally 
out  of  doubt,  and  to  obviate  the 
various  objections  which  would  be 
made,  whatever  fide  of  the  houfe 
the  members  of  the  committee 
were  drawn  from,  he  fhoakl  make 
•it  a  previiion  in  his  intended  bill. 


that  the  commiffi oners  be  refpec- 
tablc,  intelligent,  and  independ¬ 
ent  gentlemen,  who  were  not 
members  of  either  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment. 

Colonel  Barre,  who  had  firft 
introduced  or  propofed  the  bufi- 
nefs,  complained  of  this  unex¬ 
pected,  and,  as  he  underitood  it, 
extraordinary  procedure.  The 
hiftory  of  parliament,  he  laid, 
could  not  afford  an  indance  of  a 
fimilar  tranfaCtion.  His  fcheme 
was  founded  on  a  with  to  ferve 
the  public  ;  on  a  with  to  check 
the  profufion  of  thole  who  ma¬ 
naged  the  public  expenditure ; 
the  ftrong  arm  of  the  minilter  had 
wreded  it  out  of  his  hands,  and 
had  put  an  end  to  his  labours. 
He  had  called  upon  the  noble 
lord  to  know  whether  he  would 
affift  him  or  not,  for  two  reafons; 
the  one,  that  he  knew  nothin sj 

O 

elfeClual  could  be  done  in  oppo- 
fition  to  his  power ;  the  other, 
that  he  knew  it  would  be  impof- 
fible,  without  the  aid  of  his  au¬ 
thority,  to  penetrate  into  the 
arcana  of  many  matters  which 
loudly  demanded  invedigation. 
This  was  the  abidance,  which  he 
required  from  the  minider  ;  and 
he  was  not  without  hope,  that  he 
would  have  intereded  him  in  the 
enquiry,  by  making  him  a  party 
in  the  bufmefs.  But  the  noble 
lord,  indead  of  giving  abidance, 
makes  himfelf  at  once  the  princi¬ 
pal  ;  and  without  once,  he  faid, 
confulting  or  advifmg  with  him  ; 
without  any  comparifon  of  fchem  e, 
or  communication  of  deiign, 
comes  out  now  with  a  plan  of  his 
own,  at  the  very  indant  that  he 
had  brought  his  to  the  point  aim¬ 
ed  at. 

His  complaint,  he  faid,  was 
not  the  effect  of  difappointment. 

If 


126]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  17S0. 


If  the  objeft  he  purfued  was  ob¬ 
tained,  he  was  indifferent  to  what 
hand  the  benefit  was  owing.  But 
3ie  contended,  that  the  plans  were 
effentially  different ;  and  the  one 
made  not  to  fupply,  but  to  coun¬ 
teract  the  other. 

The  oppofition  in  general,  cri¬ 
ed  fhame  on  this  manoeuvre. 
They  laid  it  was  unfair  and  in¬ 
decent  ;  and  that  if  it  was  not  an 
abfolute  violation  of  eftablifhed 
parliamentary  rules,  according  to 
the  dead  letter  of  recorded  pre¬ 
cedents,  it,  however,  militated 
entirely  againft  their  fpirit  ;  and 
that  it  was  totally  fubverftve  of 
that  liberality  of  conduct,  and 
propriery  of  behaviour,  which  it 
was  fo  neceffary  and  becoming  for 
gentlemen  to  obferve,  both  in  that 
ho u'fe  and  without,  in  their  com¬ 
merce  with  each  other.  The  va¬ 
rious  ftridtures  paffed  upon  the 
plan,  will  appear  in  their  place. 

Mr.  Burke’s  eftablifhment  bill, 
havino-  been  read  the  firft  time  on 
the  23d  of  February,  the  author 
propofed  the  following  Tuefday 
for  the  fecond  reading.  On  this 
much  altercation  arofe  ;  the  mi¬ 
nifter  charging  the  minority  with 
precipitating  a  meafure  not  fufft- 
ciently  confidered  ;  they  on  the 
other  hand  accufing  him  of  an  in¬ 
tention  of  delaying  all  reforma¬ 
tion  until  the  fupplies  were  grant¬ 
ed,  and  then  precipitately  proro¬ 
guing  parliament,  without  any 
red  refs  to  fo  many  grievances. 
The  minifter  was  called  on  to  de¬ 
clare,  whether  he  would  oppofe 
it  on  the  fecond  reading,  or  let 
it  go  to  a  committee.  After  great 
apparent  irrefolution,  he  declared 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  oppofe 
the  bill  in  that  ftaee. 


The  bill  being  read  the  fecond 
time  without  oppofition,  juft  ^ 
after  the  minifter  had  an¬ 
nounced  the  plan  for  his  com- 
miffion  of  accounts,  Mr.  Burke 
moved  that  it  might  be  committed 
for  the  following  day.  This  was 
oppofed,  on  the  ground,  that  as 
it  was  neceffary  all  bills,  and  more 
efpecially  thofe  of  great  moment, 
Ihould  be  proceeded  through  with 
caution  and  circumfpedlion,  fo 
the  ufage  of  parliament  was,  on 
that  account,  againft  the  fending 
of  bills  direftly  from  the  fecond 
reading  to  a  committee.  If  this 
was  the  rule  in  other  cafes,  how 
much  more  neceffary  was  it  with 
refpeft  to  a  bill  of  fuch  magni¬ 
tude,  which  took  in  fuch  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  objects,  and  in  the  event 
of  which  fo  great  a  number  of  in¬ 
dividuals  were  interefted,  as  the 
prefent,  to  proceed  with  the 
greateft  caution  ;  and  to  afford 
time  for  fully  examining  its  parts, 
and  duly  confldering  and  weighing 
its  general  and  particular  confe- 
quences,  before  it  was  referred  to 
a  committee.  An  amendment  was 
accordingly  moved,  by  which  the 
following  Wednefday  was  to  be 
fubftituted,  in  the  place  of  the 
en filing  day. 

This  was  direfllv  charged  on 
the  other  fide  to  the  procraftinat- 
ing  views  of  the  minifter.  It  was 
not  to  be  fuppofed,  they  faid, 
that  the  whole  of  the  bill  was  to 
be  immediately  confidered ;  its 
parts  were  to  be  taken  and  treated 
feparately ;  and  their  number, 
rendered  it  neceffary  (if  any  thing 
ferious  was  intended  to  be  done) 
to  lofe  no  time  in  their  proceed¬ 
ing.  The  firft  part  to  be  invefti- 
gatcd  in  the  committee  was  the 
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Pimple  queftion,  whether  the  office 
of  third  fecretary  of  date,  other- 
wife  fecretary  of  date  for  the  A- 
mcrican  colonies,  was  not  an  of¬ 
fice  altogether  ufelefs,  and  as  iuch 
ought  to  be  abolifhed  ?  Surely 
this  was  not  a  queftion  that  re¬ 
quired  fuch  depth  of  thinking,  as 
that  there  had  not  been  already 
full  time  for  its  confideration. 

The  language  which  the  minif- 
ter  now  held  with  refped  to  the 
bill  of  reform,  did  not  feem  much 
to  correfpond  with  that  he  had 
ufed  at  the  fir  ft  motion  for  the 
bill.  He  probably  thought  he 
had  gone  too  far.  He  coldly  ob- 
ferved,  that  as  the  bill  confided  of 
a  variety  of  allegations,  and  was 
in  fad  a  farrago  of  incidents,  he 
fuppofed  it  would  not  be  thought 
unreafonable,  when  it  came  be¬ 
fore  the  committee,  if  he  fliould 
then  call  for  evidence  in  fupport 
of  thofe  fads,  on  which  the  pro- 
poiitions  were  founded,  as  well 
as  a  clear  account  of  the  value  of 
the  favings  to  be  made. 

Mr.  Burke  treated  with  ridicule 
the  idea  of  the  noble  lord,  in  re¬ 
quiring  a  kind  of  proof,  which 
from  its  nature  he,  at  the  fame 
time,  knew  was  impofhble  to 
be  given.  I  aftert,  faid  he,  that 
the  third  fecretary  of  date  is  ufe¬ 
lefs,  and  how  am  I  to  prove  it 
but  by  the  notoriety  of  the  fad? 
Will  *  the  deputy,  the  clerks,  or 
even  the  fire-lighter  come  to  prove 
it  ?  Did  the  noble  lord  mean,  that 
he  was  to  bring  fuch  evidence  rfs 
was  neceftarv  to  determine  quef- 
tions  of  private  property  in  a 
court  ofjuftice,  in  order  to  prove 
all  thofe  places  to  be  ufelefs  which 
he  propoled  to  aboiifli  ?  And  was 
he  alfo  to  bring  fimilar  evidence 
to  prove,  that  the  favings  from 


thofe  redudions  would  amount 
precifely,  without  even  the  ufual 
exception  for  errors,  to  the  exad 
fum  which  he  had  fuppofed  or 
dated  ?  The  idea  is  too  ridicu¬ 
lous.  It  will  be  more  manly  and 
becoming  in  the  noble  lord,  at 
once  to  avoiv  his  antipathy  to 
every  fpecies  and  degree  of  public 
reform. 


The  queftion  being  put  at  12 
o’clock  at  night,  in  a  very  full 
houfe.  Lord  Beauchamp’s  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  motion,  for  fubftitu- 
ting  The  words  c<  Wednefday 
next,”  in  the  place  of  to-mor¬ 
row,”  was  carried  upon  a  divi- 
don  by  a  majority  of  35  ;  the 
numbers  being,  for  the  amend¬ 
ment  230,  to  193  who  fupported 
the  original  motion.  The  parties 
feemed  willing  to  make  a  previous 
trial  of  their  ftrennth  in  thefe 

1  o 

quedions,  before  they  came  to  the 
main  points  ;  and  the  numbers  in 
the  minority,  on  a  mere  matter  of 
time,  was  a  thing  very  alarming 
to  miniftry. 

We  have  already  obferved,  that 
the  Earl  of  Pembroke  had,  for  the 
firft  time,  voted  in  the  oppofition. 
This  condud  was  foon  followed 
bv  the  removal  of  that  nobleman 

j 

from  his  office  cf  lord  lieutenant  of 
the  county  of  Wilts.  So  remark¬ 
able  a  concurrence  of  incident, 
and  coming  fo  clofe  upon  that 
which  related  to  the  Marquis  of 
Caermarthen,  could  not  but  ex¬ 
cite  notice  and  obfervation  both 
within  doers  and  without ;  and  the 
matter  was  taken  up  by  the  Earl 
of  Shelburne  as  an.  objed  of  par¬ 
liamentary  enquiry,  .who  accord¬ 
ingly  fummoned  the  lords  upon, 
the  occalion. 


That  nobleman  o- 
pened  the  bufmefs  by 
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Hating,  that  the  -trouble  he  had 
given  them  on  that  day,  was  for 
purpofes  that  equally  concerned 
the  honour,  dignity,  and  indepen¬ 
dency  of  parliament,  and  the  pre- 
fervation  andfupport  of  the  condi¬ 
tion.  It  was  to  enquire  into  the 
caufe  of  two  noble  lords  near  him 
being  difmiffed  their  employments, 
to  whom  no  charge  of  delinquency 
could  pofTibly  be  made,  nor  even 
was  pretended ;  nor  could  any 
caufe  be  affigned  but  this  fuggef- 
tion,  that  one  noble  lord  had  de¬ 
clared  the  fide  he  Ihould  take  on  a 
queflion  agitated  in  that  houfe  ; 
and  the  other  noble  lord  had  abso¬ 
lutely  voted  on  it.  Thefe  were 
the  only  crimes  they  had  commit¬ 
ted  ;  and  for  the  exercife  of  this 
common  freedom,  inherent  in  the 
conditution,  and  belonging  to 
every  member  of  either  houfe  of 
parliament,  they  were  difgraced 
in  the  face  of  their  country. 

The  noble  earl  pointed  out  and 
enforced,  with  his  ufual  fharpnefs 
and  energy,  the  fuppofed  danger¬ 
ous  tendency  of  this  mode  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  ;  more  particularly  at  a 
time  like  the  prefent,  when,  as 
he  faid,  every  body  felt  and  con¬ 
ferred  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  carried  to  fuch  an  ex¬ 
treme,  as  aflefted  every  depart¬ 
ment,  from  the  min, liter  to  the 
lowed  officer  of  excife.  He  then 
entered  into  a  detail  of  the  rife  and 
power  of  the  lords  lieutenants  of 
counties;  and  endeavoured  tofhew, 
that  the  powers  of  that  great  office 
were,  from  its  fird  inilitution,  in 
a  very  confiderable  degree  inde¬ 
pendant  of  the  crown  ;  and  that 
It  was  always  confldered  as  pre- 
ferving  a  fort  of  balance,  between 
the  rights  of  the  people  and  the 
power  of  the  prerogative.  Ke  ob- 


ferved,  that  the  condudt  of  the 
court  with  refpeft  to  thefe  two  no¬ 
blemen  was  the  more  fefiouily 
alarming,  as  the  feveral  laws  rela- 
tive  to  the  militia,  which  had  been 
paffied  fince  the  year  1762,  had 
thrown  that  originally  condituti- 
onal  means  of  national  defence* 
aimed  totally  into  the  hands  of  the 
crown  ;  fo  that  being  thus  warped 
from  the  proper  nature  and  deflgri 
of  the  institution,  there  was  fcarcely 
any  thing  left,  but  the  public  fpi- 
ritand  independency  of  the  lords 
lieutenants  of  the  counties,  to  pre¬ 
vent  its  becoming  a  mere  date  en¬ 
gine  of  corruption  ;  and  its  being 
even  converted  into  a  machine  for 
the  fubverfion  of  that  conditution 
which  it  had  been  created  to  pre¬ 
fer  ve. 

From  the  militia,,  the  noble  earl 
paffied  by  an  eafy  tranfltion  to  the 
date  and  government  of  the  army  ; 
a  ground,  on  which  his  early  mi¬ 
litary  knowledge  and  fervice  af¬ 
forded  no  fmall  advantage.  Fie 
particularly  reprobated,  with  a 
foldierly  vehemence,  a  regulation 
lately  adopted  in  that  fchool  of 
war,  called  occajional  rank  ;  this 
he  reprefented,  as  being  equally 
fcandalous  in  the  pra&ice,  ruin¬ 
ous  to  the  fervice  in  the  efteft,  and 
humiliating  and  degrading  to  the 
army  in  its  principle.  Nothing; 
he  laid,  could  operate  fo  diredtly 
and  effectually  towards  breaking 
the  heart  of  a  foldier,  and  damp¬ 
ing  all  military  fpirit  and  ardour; 
Indeed  the  Duke  of  Richmond 
and  he  feemed  to  want  words  Suffi¬ 
ciently  to  exprefs  their  deteftatioh. 
of  this  novel,  and,  as  they  de~ 
feribed  it,  abominable  practice. 
The  whole  order  of  things  was' 
reverfed  by  it.  All  rank  was 
trampled  upon  ;  all  fubordinatiorf 
6  W 2$ 
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v.ms  at  an  end.  The  high  fpirit  of 
honour  which  characterizes  a  fol- 
dier  ;  the  emulation  of  rank,  and 
the  eagernefs  for  fame,  which  in¬ 
clude  his  very  exigence,  mult  all 
pcrifh  before  it. 

The  noble  earl  faid,  that  al¬ 
though  their  frequency,  within 
the  knowlege  he  fuppofed  of  all 
the  lords,  feemed  to  render  it  un- 
neceflary  to  cite  any  instances  of 
the  abufe,  and  that  he  would  ra¬ 
ther  avoid  defcending  to  particu¬ 
lars,  yet,  that  it  might,  not  be 
thought  he  dealt  merely  in  decla¬ 
mation,  he  would  alk,  what  pre¬ 
tensions  a  Mr.  Fullarton  had  to  be 
raifed  at  once  to  the  rank  of  a  lieu- 
tenant-colonel,  and  to  be  appoint¬ 
ed  commandant  of  a  regiment? 
That  gentleman  had  never  held 
any  rank,  nor  ever  been  in  the  ar¬ 
my  before  ;  he  had  been  clerk  to 
the  noble  lord  now  prefent  in  of¬ 
fice,  when  on  his  late  embaffy  in 
France  ;  where  perhaps  he  might 
have  acquitted  himfelf  very  well 
with  his  pen,  but  never  was  ac- 
v  uainted  with  the  ufe  of  the  fword  ; 
yet  this  clerk  in  office,  this  commit , 
contrary  to  all  military  eftablifh- 
ments,  contrary  to  all  the  fpirit  of 
the  army,  was  now  a  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  had  the  fuperiority 
in  command  over  Lord  Harring¬ 
ton,  a  young  nobleman  of  the 
moft  active  and  entferprizing  fpirit, 
who  had  fought  his  way,  inch  by 
inch,  to  command,  and  whofehigh 
rank  and  great  family  connections 
ferved  him  in  no  other  refpedt, 
than  to  render  his  fervices  to  his 
country  the  more  confpicuous. 

Such  promotions,  it  was  faid, 
fo  contrary  to  the  military  rules  of 
every  other  country  in  Europe,  as 
well  as  of  this,  was  fufficicnt  to 
drive  every  man  of  honour  and 
Vol.  XXIII. 


fpirit  from  the  fervice,  to  diftemi- 
nate  dangerous  difcontents,  jea- 
louly,  and  ill-will  throughout  the 
whole  army,  and  to  deter  our 
young  nobility  and  gentry  of  weight 
and  fortune,  from  following  the 
natural  bent  of  their  genius,  in, 
attempting  to  ferve  their  country. 
For  who  would  devote  his  time,  his 
fortune,  or  his  life,  to  a  fervice, 
where  he  faw  a  clerk  from  behind 
his  defk,  fuddenly  raifed  by  mini- 
fterial  caprice,  and  put  over  the 
heads  of  more  than  a  thoufand  of¬ 
ficers  ;  many  of  whom  were  of 
long  and  tried  fervice,  of  eftablifh- 
ed  merit  in  their  profeffion,  and 
had  been  bred  up  to  the  art  of  war 
from  their  earlieft  youth. 

The  Earl  of  Shelburne  clofed  a 
fpeech  of  confiderable  length,  full 
of  matter  and  of  energy,  with  a 
motion  to  the  following  purport : — « 
Whereas  the  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then  was  difmififed  from  his  em¬ 
ployment  of  the  lieutenancy  of 
the  Eaft  riding  of  the  county  of 
Y ork,  on  the  morning  of  that  day 
when  his  opinion  to  fupport  with 
his  vote  a  motion  that  was  made 
in  the  houfe  on  the  8th  of  Febru¬ 
ary  lafb  was  well  known  ;  and 
whereas  the  Earl  of  Pembroke  was 
likewife  difmiffed  from  his  lieute¬ 
nancy  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  foon 
after  he  gave  his  vote  on  the  fame 
queltion,  which  office  of  lieute¬ 
nant  has  been  at  all  times  impor¬ 
tant,  but  moft  peculiarly  fo  under 
the  prefent  conftitution  of  the  mi¬ 
litia.  And  whereas  no  caufe  has 
been  fuggeftedor  communicated  to 
either  of  the  faid  noble  lords  for 
fuch  difmiffion,  this  houfe  there¬ 
fore  hath  every  ground  to  believe, 
that  the  fame  had  reference  to  their 
conduct  in  parliament. 

And  it  was  therefore  moved, 
[/]  •  that 
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that  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre¬ 
fen  ted  to  his  majefty,  to  defire  he 
will  be  graciouily  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
quaint  this  houfe,  whether  he  has 
been  advifed,  and  by  whom,  to 
difmifs  the  faid  two  noble  lords, 
or  either  of  them,  from  their  faid 
employments,  for  their  conduct  in 
parliament. 

The  Marquis  of  Carmarthen  ob¬ 
served,  that  the  motion  was  of  fuch 
a  nature,  that  he  could  hot  in  deli¬ 
cacy  fup port  it  with  his  vote  3  but 
that  he  neverthelefs  heartily  ap¬ 
proved  of  it,  as  he  hoped  it  would 
afford  the  means  of  enabling  him 
to  fatisfv  his  enquiring  county,  as 
to  the  caufe  of  his  being  difplaced 
from  acting  as  their  lord  lieute¬ 
nant  ;  for  he  trailed  he  fhould  now 
hear  from  the  mouth  of  fome  of 
the  king’s  confidential  fervants, 
the  reafon  of  his  being;  difmiffed 
from  that  office.  lie  flattered  him- 
lelf,  that  his  removal  was  not  6c- 
cafioned  by  any  abufe  of  the  power 
annexed  to  his  office  ;  and  he  was 
happy  in  finding  that  he  had  not 
given  any  offence  to  the  people  of 
the  county  of  York,  either  as  lieu¬ 
tenant,  or  by  the  vote  he  had 
given;  for  he  had  received  feveral 
letters  from  many  of  the  molt  re- 
fpeclable  gentlemen  in  that  coun¬ 
ty,  containing  a  full  approbation 
of  his  conduit  in  parliament. 

The  Earl  of  Pembroke  explain¬ 
ed  the  nature  of  his  difrniflion, 
which  he  attributed  entirely  to  ad¬ 
vice  ;  as  at  that  audience,  at  which 


he  refigned  the  office  of  lord  of  the 
bed-chamber,  he  had  experienced 
the  fame  gracious  reception  from 
his  fovereign  which  he  had  ever 
been  wont  to  do.  He  obferved, 
that  his  family  had  been  lord  lieu¬ 
tenants  of  the  county  of  Wilts, 
ever  firwe-  the  office  had  been  fir  11 
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known  in  England ;  and  he  was 
happy  to  find  that  his  conduit  had 
been  fuch  upon  all  occafions,  as 
to  meet  the  full  approbation  of  his 
county. 

That  nobleman,  wdio  had  ferved 
early ;  long  ;  and  with  credit  in  the 
la  ft  war,  joined  in  reprobating,  in 
terms  of  exceeding  feverity,  the 
late  promotions,  as  well  as  the  in¬ 
novations  in  general  which  were 
introduced  in  the  government  of 
the  army.  He  faid,  that  he  de- 
tefled  from  his  heart  the  means 
made  ufe  of  to  obtain  rank,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  eltablilhed  rules  of  fer- 
vice  ;  and  he  affirmed,  that  the  ar¬ 
my  in  which  fuch  things  were  per¬ 
mitted,  muff  either  moulder  away 
fo  as  to  be  worth  nothing,  or  elfe 
become  a  dangerous  engine  in  the 
hands  of  trovernment. 

The  difer-etion  of  the  crown  in 
the  appointment  and  removal  of  its 
officers,  was  the  principal  ground 
of  argument  taken  on  the  other 
fide  in  oppofltion  to  the  motion. - 
That  the  crown  was  fully  endued 
with  this  power  would  not  be  de¬ 
nied  ;  and  any  attempt  to  circum- 
feribe  it,  mull  be  conndered  as  a 
dire  Cl  and  violent  entrenchment  on 
the  royal  prerogative.  The  pro- 
pofed  addrefs  would  therefore,  not 
militate  lefs  with  the  principles  of 
right,  than  with  all  the  rules  of 
propriety,  and  of  refpeCl  to  his 
majefty  ;  nor  indeed  could  themea- 
fure  be  iupported  upon  any  better 
ground  of  precedent,  than  what 
was  drawn  from  the  conduct  of  the 
long  parliament.  A  conduct  which 
no  lord  on  any  fide  of  the  houfe 
could  with  to  purfue. 

That  the  power  of  the  crown 
might  in  fome  inftances  be  impru¬ 
dently  exercifed,  was  allowed. 
Every  power,  however  modified* 

or 
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or  to  whoever  intruded,  was  lia¬ 
ble  to  abufe.  But  they  denied 
that  to  be  the  cafe  in  the  prefen t 
in  fiance.  There  was  nothing  that 
diflinguifhed  the  removals  in  ques¬ 
tion,  from  a  fucceffive  itream  of 
precedents,  flowing  down,  from 
the  revolution  to  the  prefent  day, 
through  times  which  were  deemed 
the  moll  favourable  to  liberty. 
The  two  noble  lords,  they  faid, 
held  their  offices  merely  through 
the  favour  of  the  crown,  and 
could  therefore  have  no  rivht  to 
complain  when  it  was  withdrawn; 
they  fuffered  no  injury,  for  they 
loll  nothing  which  they  could  call 
their  own.  Was  this  then  fuffi- 
cient  ground  for  a  motion,  which 
went  to  annihilate  one  of  the  fir  ft 
and  the  moll  neceflary  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  crown,  that  of  choof- 
ing  its  own  fervants. 

A  great  law  lord  endeavoured 
with  his  ufual  ability  to  fhew, 
the  various  inconveniences  and 
rnifchiefs  which  muft  arife,  from 
its  being  once  eflablilhed  as  a 
principle  of  atfting,  that  the  royal 
will  was  fubjeft  to  parliamentary 
controul  and  examination,  upon 
every  exercife,  which  prudence 
and  reafon  might  dictate,  of  thofe 
powers  which  the  conftitution  had 
veiled  in  the  crown,  of  promot¬ 
ing  or  removing  its  own  officers. 
He  contended,  that  it  would  not 
only  be  fubverfive  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  deftruftive  cf  all 
public  fervice,  order,  and  fubor- 
dination,  and  perfonally  degrad¬ 
ing  to  the  fovereign,  but  that 
it  would  involve  parliament  itfelf 
in  continual  and  inextricable  dif¬ 
ficulties.  If  fuch  a  precedent 
was  once  eflablilhed,  the  whole 
time  of  the  houfe  would  be  taken 
up  with  complaints,  appeals,  and 
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addrefl’es  ;  and  they  would  at. 
length  become  fo  numerous  and 
perplexed,  that  they  never  could 
be  able  to  fee  their  way  through 
them.  He  feemed,  however,  not 
much  better  Satisfied  with  refpeft 
to  the  right,  than  to  the  expe¬ 
dience  and  propriety,  of  parlia¬ 
ment  at  ail  interfering  in  fueli 
matters  as  touched  upon  the  royal 
prerogative. 

The  learned  lord  likewiie  call- 
*ed  for  the  evidence  to  fupport 
the  charge.  No  manner  of  proof, 
he  faid,  had  been  laid  before  their 
lordfliips,  nor  had  any  attempt  even 
been  made  to  prove,  that  the  dif- 
miflion  of  the  noble  marquis,  or 
of  the  noble  earl,  proceeded  from 
any  vote  they  had  given  in  that 
houfe  ;  confequently,  till  forne 
faft  was  ftated,  or  proof  made, 
it  could  not  be  decent  to  ap¬ 
proach  the  throne  on  the  fubjeft; 
but  would  on  the  contrary,  in 
his  opinion,  be  highly  improper, 
and  even  difrefpeftful. 

The  lords  in  oppofltion  ac¬ 
knowledged  in  the  clearefl  terms, 
that  the  unlimited,  unrellrained. 
diferetion  of  the  crown.  In  a 
choice  of  perfons  to  All  the  offices 
of  the  ft  ate,  was  an  inherent,  in- 
difputable  prerogative,  veiled  in 
it,  for  the  beft  and  vvifeft  pur- 
pofes  ;  but  it  was  a  prerogative  or 
right,  the  exercife  of  which,  as 
well  as  of  every  other  power  of 
right  the  crown  enjoyed,  was  fub- 
jett  to  the  controul  and  animad- 
verfton  of  parliament.  It  was, 
like  them,  cxercifed  by  council 
and  advice ;  and  if  improperly 
exercifed,  as  in  other  inftances, 
fubje&ed  the  advifers  to  enquiry; 
and  if  it  appeared  upon  that  en¬ 
quiry,  that  the  caufe  was  not 
fuch  as  to  juftify  the  advice,  fub- 
[/]  2  jefted 
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jefted  them  to  cenfure,  to  remo¬ 
val,  or  to  punifiiment. — This  was 
what  was  meant  by  a  difcretio- 
nary  power  being  veiled  in  the 
crown  ;  it  was  neither  more  nor 
3efs.  There  was  an  unbound  dif- 
cretion,  as  well  as  a  found  dil- 
cretion ;  in  its  proper  fenfe,  it 
meant  no  more  than  a  power  or  a- 
bility  to  aft,  which  was  after 
fubjeft  to  the  controul  and  dif- 
cuffion  of  parliament.  But  when¬ 
ever  that  power  was  firetched  be¬ 
yond  its  due  limits,  when  it  was 
wantonly  and  intentionally  abuf- 
ed,  it  immediately  changed  its 
nature  ;  it  was  then  no  longer 
difcretionary,  it  became  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical. 

The  Duke  of  Richmond,  in 
contradiftion  to  fome  of  the  af- 
fertions  made,  and  doftrihes  now 
laid  down,  quoted  the  debates  of 
that  houfe  in  the  year  1733,  and 
the  fpirited  protcft  then  entered, 
upon  the  crown’s  difmifling  Lord 
C'obham  and  the  Duke  of  Bolton 
from  their  places.  This  he  hop¬ 
ed  would  ftrike  the  lords  as  a  pre¬ 
cedent  fully  fatisfaftory,  for  the 
right  of  parliament  to  regulate 
the  abufe  of  difcretion  in  the 
crown ;  and  he  hoped  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Bathiirft,  being  at  the  head  of  the 
peers  who  figned  that  protefi, 
would  have  its  due  effeft  on  the 
Lord  Prefident  of  the  council, 
(then  prefent)  in  inducing  him 
to  fupport  the  fentiments  of  his 
noble  father.  The  duke  appeal¬ 
ed,  with  refpeft  to  the  late  pro¬ 
motions  in  the  army,  to  the  law 
lords,  and  to  the  bench  of  bifh- 
ops  ;  alking  the  learned  lord  on 
the  wool-fack,  and  the  right  re- 
verend  prelate,  at  the  head  of  that 
bench,  how  they  would  approve 


of  having  filk  gowns,  and  the? 
dignities  of  the  church,  confer¬ 
red  upon  men  every  way  unfitted, 
by  habit,  education,  or  learning, 
for  fuch  ftations  ;  men  totally  ig¬ 
norant  both  of  law  and  of  gof- 
peli 

On  this,  occafion,  the  Marquis- 
of  Rockingham  entered  as  deeply 
into  the  abufe s  relative  to  the  mi¬ 
litia,  as  the  military  lords  did 
into  thofe  of  the  army.  He  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fhew,  that  the  ten¬ 
dency  and  effeft  of  all  the  laws 
which  had  for  feverai  years  been 
paffed  relative  to  that  body,  went 
direftly  to  draw  it  daily  nearer 
and  nearer,  to  the  model  and  con¬ 
dition  of  a  handing  army.  Lie 
dated  its  original  nature,  with  the 
motives  and  defign  of  its  inifitu- 
tion  ;  and  them  endeavoured  to 
fhew  how  it  had  been  warped  to 
purpofes  entirely  different.  And, 
after  feverai  mafierly  obfervations 
on  the  fubjeft,  declared,  that 
under  fuch  circumfiances,  if  the 
lieutenants  of  counties  were  to  be 
difmiffed  for  their  conduit  in  par¬ 
liament,  and  for  differing  in  po¬ 
litical  opinions  with  the  minifters 
for  the  time  being,  the  only  dif¬ 
ference  he  could  make  between  a 
Handing  army,  and  a  militia  fo 
conftituted  and  governed,  was, 
that  (for  feverai  reafons  which  he 
fpecified)  he  would  give  a  prefe¬ 
rence  to  the  former. 

It  was  remarked,  that  the 
fmaHeft  anfwer  was  not  made  bv 
tire  court  lords,  to  the  numerous 
charges  which  were  made  on  the 
other  fide,  with  refpeft  to  the 
government  both  of  the  army  and 
the  militia.  Excepting  it  fhould 
be  conlidered  as  fuch,  that  a  no¬ 
ble  lord  in  office,  who  had  been 
lately  ambaffador  in  Paris,  fpoke 

a  few 
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a,  few  words  in  vindication  of  the 
promotion  of  his  late  fecretary. 
Colonel  Fullarton  ;  who  he  faid 
was  a  gentleman  of  Such  known 
and  tried  character,  that  he  could 
venture  to  anfwer  for  his  fupport- 
ing  the  character  of  a  foldier  with 
fpirit  and  propriety  ;  that  he  had 
liberally  offered  to  raife  a  regi¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  the  hate  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  rendered  it  neccifary  to 
encourage  fuch  zeal  for  his  ma- 
jefty’s  fervice. 

The  attention  of  the  houfe  was 
much  drawn  by  the  Duke  of  De- 
vonihire’s  fpeaking  for  the  firft 
time,  in  public,  upon  this  ques¬ 
tion.  This  he  did  with  a  firm- 
nefs  and  facility,  which  Seldom 
accompanies  a  firSt  effay  in  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  and  with  a  moderation, 
and  an  air  of  Sincerity,  which 
feemed  to  gain  the  hearts  of  thofe 
without  the  bar,  while  an  univer¬ 
sal  Silence  reigned  within.  He 
Said  he  had  hitherto  been  Silent  on 
all  the  political  queftions  on  which 
he  had  voted,  becaufe  fpeaking 
in  public  was  not  agreeable  to  his 
temper.  But  he  ob Served,  that 
Such  was  now  the  deplorable  Situ¬ 
ation  of  his  country,  that  he 
Should  think  himfelf  bafe,  dege¬ 
nerate,  and  unworthy  the  name 


and  character  of  a  man  who  had 
its  interest  at  heart,  if  he  re¬ 
mained  any  longer  without  an 
exprefs  and  unequivocal  declara¬ 
tion  of  his  Sentiments.  He  Sup¬ 
ported  the  motion,  approved  the 
county  meetings  and  associations, 
and  ltrongly  condemned  the  con- 
duff  of  administration. 

He  concluded  by  renouncing 
all  party  motives,  and  party 
views.  He  had  nothing  to  hope 
for  but  the  peace,  profperity  and 
welfare  of  his  native  country.  He 
could  have  no  temptation  to  en¬ 
courage  domestic  broils  or  civil 
confuiion,  I-Je  had  a  considera¬ 
ble  hake  to  lofe,  and  he  was  inte¬ 
rested  as  an  Englishman,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  invaluable  rights,  liber¬ 
ties,  and  privileges  derived  from 
it. 

The  question  being  put  at  1 1 
o’clock,  the  motion  was  rejected 
on  a  division,  by  a  majority  of 
92,  including  26  proxies,  to  39, 
including  8  proxies.  The  Duke 
of  Richmond,  'who  held  the  Duke 
of  LeinSter’s  proxy,  refufed  to 
give  it ;  as  a  mark,  undoubted¬ 
ly,  of  his  difapprobation  of  that 
mode  of  voting. 


Ul  3 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  VII.  / 

Order  of  the  day  for  going  into  a  committee  on  Mr.  Burke's  efiabUJbnteni 
bill,  fuejlion  of  co?npetency  farted.  Debated.  Oppofition  infifi ,  that 
the  decifion  of  that  quefiion  fhould  take  place  of  the  order  of  the  day , 
Due f  ion  for  the  order  of  the  day ,  carried,  upon  a  very  clofe  divifon. 
Debates  in  the  committee  on  the  firfl  claufe  of  the  efablijhment  bill,  for 
abolijhing  the  office  of  third  fecretary  of  fate.  Claufe  rejected,  after 
<very  long  debates,  upon  a  divifon,  by  a  very  fnall  majority.  Long  de¬ 
bates  in  the  committee,  on  a  fubfequent  day,  upon  that  claufe  of  the  efta- 
bli foment  bill,  for  abolijhing  the  hoard  of  trade.  Chief  ion  for  abolijhing 
that  board,  carried  upon  a  divifon .  Difference  between  the  fpeaker  and 
the  minifier.  Mr.  Eidlar  ton’s  complaint  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne.  Jfj'ue 
of  that  affair  in  Hyde  Park.  Notice  given  by  Sir  James  Lovjther,  of  an 
intended  motion,  for  preferring  the  freedom  of  debate  in  parliament. 
Subject  confderably  agitated.  Warmly  refented  without  doors ,  Ad- 
dr  effes  of  congratulation  to  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  on  his  recovery.  Dan¬ 
ger  to  which  Mr,  Fox  and  he  had  been  expofed,  attributed  to  their  zeal  in 
the  fervice  of  their  country .  Contractors  bill  brought  in  by  Sir  Philip 
Jennings  Gierke,  and  carried  through  the  Houfe  of  Commons  without  a 
divifon.  Great  debates  on  the  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke’s  efiablijh?ne?it  bill, 
for  abolifing  the  offices  of  treafurerof  the  chamber,  and  others,  fuef- 
lion,  on  the firfl  tnember  of  the  claufe ,  lefi  upon  a  divifon.  Succeeding 
q  us  ft  ions  rejected.  Debates  on  the  minified  s  motion  for  giving  notice  to 
the  Eaft  India  company ,  of  the  paying  off  their  capital  flock  at  the  end  of 
three  years.  Previous  queftion  moved ,  and  lof  on  a  divifon.  Motion 
again  ft  receiving  the  report  of  the  new  taxes,  until  the  petitions  of  the 
people  were  confidered,  rejected  upon  a  divifon  by  a  great  majority .  Earl 
of  Effingham’s  motion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  for  a  lift  of  places,  pen- 
fions,  Ife,  held  by  members  of  that  houfe,  rejected  upon  a  divifon. 


IT  N  two  days  after  the  difpofal 
jt  of  the  queftion  relative  to  the 
Marquis  of  Carmarthen  and  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  the  order  of 


March  8th,  the  day  for  going  into 
a  committee  on  Mr. 
Burke’s  eftabUftiment  bill,  beinn 
calfed  for  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  a  gentleman  who  has  long 
po Hefted  an  office,  which,  efpe- 
ciaily  during  the  prefent  war,  has 
been  generally  considered  as  being 
by  much  the  moft  lucrative  of  the 
Hate,  Started  an  unexpected  quef¬ 
tion,  upon  the  incompetence  of 


the  houfe  to  enter  into  any  difeufk 
ft  on  whatever,  relative  to  the  kin  g’s 
civil  lift  revenue  or  eltabliftiment. 
This  gentleman,  who  had  hi, 
therto  fpoken  rather  ambiguoufty 
with  regard  to  that  plan  of  reform, 
after  exprefting  now  hfs  higheft 
approbation  of  fome  parts  o°f  it, 
condemned,  in  terms  equally  ex, 
plieit,  thole  which  reached  in  any 
degree  to  the  civil  lift  ;  as  well  as 
the  interference  of  parliament  at 
all  in  that  expenditure.  He  faid, 
that  for  his  own  part,  he  had  ever 
considered,  and  ever  Should,  that 

the 
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the  civil  lilt  revenue  was  as  much 
and  as  fully  -his  ma jelly’s,  as  anv 
determinable  eilate,  enjoyed  by 
any  per fon  prefen t,  was  his  imme¬ 
diate  property.  That  revenue  had 
been  fettled  on  his  nraj.efiy,  at  his 
accefiion,  for  life;  which  was  an 
intcreft  no  power  on  earth  could 
deprive  him  of  without  manifcft 
injuiiice;  confeqftently,  that  part 
of  the  honourable  gentleman’s 
bill,  which  went  to  the  controul  of 
the  civil  lift,  and  to  an  appropria¬ 
tion  cf  the  fuppofed  favings  to 
arife  from  the  reform,  was  an  at¬ 
tempt  nolefs  contrary  to  precedent 
than  to  juftice.  It  would  not  on- 
Iv,  in  its  confequences,  degrade 
the  fovereign,  but  it  would  reduce 
him  to  the  ilate  of  a  precarious 
penfi'oner ;  whole  uncertain  fti- 
pend,  leflened  at  will,  would  be 
at  all  times  liable  to  11  ill  further 
reduction.  And  to  what  purpcfe 
was  this  violence  and  injuiiice  to 
be  offered  ? — to  leften  the  fuppofed 
influence  cf  the  crown.  He  had 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown  ;  but  he  believed  that 
influence  was  never  lei s  known  or 
felt,  than  during  the  prefent  reign  ; 
and  this  he  could  fpcak  from  expe¬ 
rience. 

He  declared,  that  he  had  nei¬ 
ther  confulted  the  noble  minifter, 
nor  any  other  perfon  within  or 
without  the  houfe  upon  the  fubjeft. 
It  was  his  own  opinion,  and  he  was 
determined  to  avow  it,  without 
any  expectation  or  with  of  lupport, 
further  than  what  it  might  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  on  its  own  intriniic  merit. 
He  was  apprehenftve  that  he  was 
rather  diforderly,  as  the  order  of 
the  day  for  going  into  a  commit¬ 
tee,  flood  in  the  way  ;  but  it  was 
a  fubjecl  on  which  he  wilhed  to 
take  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  ;  and 
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he  applied  to  the  chair  for  direc¬ 
tion,  in  what  manner  to  -bring  it 
forward . 

Although  it  was  contended  on 
the  other  fide,  that  the  principle 
of  the  bill  was  already  fully  ad¬ 
mitted,  as  well  bv  the  meflage 
from  the  throne,  which  included 
the  royal  confent,  in  what  related 
to  its  particular  interefts,  as  by  its 
being  referred,  without oppolition, 
from  the  fecond  reading,  to  a  com¬ 
mittee  ;  yet  it  was  not  thought 
fitting  to  fipend  much  time  on  that 
ground  ;  but  to  take  much  ftronger, 
and  direffly  to  combat  tHe  doctrine 
itfelf,  without  regard  to  the  mode 
of  bringing  it  forward. 

It  was  maintained,  by  a  great 
variety  cf  arguments,  that  the  fo¬ 
vereign,  in  this  country,  did  not 
po fiefs  any  part  of  his  revenue,  as 
a  private  or  diftinct  property.  That 
the  crown  held  no  public  right,  or 
public  property,  but  as  a  truft,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people.  It  could 
in  truth  gain  or  lofe  nothing  ;  be- 
caufe  it  enjoyed  all  it  poile fifed  as  a 
favour,  and  for  the  attainment  of 
certain  defined  or  implied  pur- 
pofes  ;  which  purpofes  were  un- 
derftood,  to  be  good  government, 
and  the  well  being  of  the  ftate* 
The  prerogatives  of  the  crown, 
the  higheft  and  moft  tranfeendant 
parts  of  its  power,  were  created 
bv,  and  ought  of  courfe  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  for  the  benefit  of,  the  peo¬ 
ple,  who  created  and  conferred 
them.  It  was  therefore  to  .the  laft 
degree  abfurd,  to  reprefent  as  the 
private  rights  or  property  of  an 
individual,  thofe  which  were  grant¬ 
ed  and  held  for  no  other  end  than 
the  general  good  of  the  commu¬ 
nity  ;  and  every  right  the  crown 
enjoyed,  being  a  delegated  right, 
was  confequentlv  fubjecl  to  exami- 
r  /  I  a  nation 
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nation,  correction,  and  controul. 
It  was'  particularly,  of  the  very 
effence  of  that  houfe,  to  enquire, 
to  regulate,  and  to  controul ;  and 
whenever  it  was  called  for  properly 
by  the  occafion,  and  that  they 
fufpended,  concealed,  denied,  or 
refufed  to  exercife  that  right 
and  duty,  then,  every  objedt  of 
their  meeting  and  deliberation  was 
at  an  end  ;  and  they  were  no  longer 
the  Servants  of  the  public,  or  the 
reprefen  tatives  of  the  people  who 
had  fent  them  there. 

The  minifxers  were  by  no  means 
difpofed  to  enter  into  any  difcuf- 
f  on  of  this  fubjedl;  and  notwith¬ 
standing  the  connection  between  the 
gentleman  who  had  moved  the  bu- 
finefs  and  them,  it  was  foon  feen 
that  he  had  adted  totally  indepen¬ 
dent  of  their  opinion  and  liking, 
in  thus  bringing  forward  thequef- 
tion  of  competence  at  fo  critical 
a  leafon.  For  although  they  high¬ 
ly  approved  of,  and  openly  ap¬ 
plauded  the  dodtrine,  yet  they  did 
not  by  any  means  choofe  to  expofe 
a  quedion  of  fuch  importance, 
and  which  might  be  fo  advantage- 
6n{ly  referved  until  a  proper  op¬ 
portunity  offered,  to  the  rifque  of 
an  irrevocable  decifion,  in  thepre- 
fent  date  of  things  without  doors, 
and  of  temper,  which  that  date 
of  things  had  produced,  within. 
Nor  would  the  alternative  of  its 
being  carried  in  their  favour,  (a 
matter,  however,  of  great  doubt) 
be  at  all  more  dehrable.  On  the 
contrary,  it  would  have  feemed 
fraught  with  great  dangqr.  For 
as  the  edabliffimcnt  by  a  vote  of 
the  incompetence  of  parliament, 
to  fuperintend,  or  interfere,  in  the 
civil  lid  expenditure,  would  a- 
mount  to  a  virtual,  if  not  diredt 
rejection,  of  the  general  prayer  of 


the  petitions,  the  poffible  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  a  meafure,  Teem¬ 
ed  of  too  ferious  a  nature,  to  be 
then  thought  of  without  a  paufe. 

They  accordingly  endeavoured 
to  get  rid  of  the  quedion  as  ealily 
as  poffible,  without  at  all  bringing 
it  to  any  decidon.  With  much  ap- 
plaule  therefore  of  the  dodtrine 
laid  down  in  tile  propodtion,  and 
many  compliments  to  its  framer, 
they,  however,  declared  their  a- 
verfenefs  to  the  meeting  of  abdradt 
quedions,  and  mud  therefore  op- 
pole  the  difchargmg  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  the  bringing  forward 
of  the  prefen t  into  difcudion,  They 
afferted  that  it  could  be  confidered 
in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a 
mere  abdradt  quedion,  which  no 
man  was  bound  to  refolve.  That 
they  never  could  think  of  difcuf- 
ling  fuch  a  quedion,  unlefs  it  clear¬ 
ly  arofe  from  the  immediate  bud- 
nefs  before  the  houfe.  That  no 
perfon  could  fay  that  was  the  cafe 
in  the  prefent  indance.  The  prin¬ 
ciple  contained  in  the  propodtion 
militated  clearly  againd  the  prin¬ 
ciple  on  which  feveral  claufes  of 
the  bill  were  founded  ;  the  matter 
of  both  would  come  then  fairly 
and  naturally  befere  them,  when 
they  went  into  the  committee,  and 
came  to  condder  the  feveral  claufes. 
Gentlemen  then,  who  difapproved 
of  any  claufe,  would  oppofe  it  on 
fuch  grounds  as  appeared  to  them 
the  mod  fure  and  concludve ;  fome 
on  the  ground,  that  the  office  pro- 
pofed  to  be  aboliihed  was  not  an 
ufelefs  one  ;  others,  that  proofs  of 
the  allegations  contained  in  the  bill 
were  neceifary  ;  and  a  third  de¬ 
scription  perhaps,  that  parliament 
had  no  right  to  interfere  in  the  ci¬ 
vil  lid  expenditure,  on  any  other 
account,  than  that  of  notorious 
5  abufe. 
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abufe.  The  firft  law  officer  of  the 
crown  in  thathoufe,  declared,  that 
he  was  averfe  to  the  difcuffion  of 
the  queftion,  for  he  could  fairly 
allure  them,  that  if  it  fnould  be 
put,  he  did  not  know  whether  he 
Ihould  give  it  a  negative,  or  an 
affirmative. 

The  oppofition  inftantly  per¬ 
ceived  the  dilemma,  in  which  this 
propoiition  had  involved  the  mini- 
lrers,  and  at  once  determined  that 
they  Ihould  not  get  eafily  out  of  it. 
Mr.  Fox  firft  feized  the  occafion, 
and  in  a  fpeech  full  of  fatire  and 
irony,  as  well  as  of  ftrong  fenfe, 
highly  complimented  the  right  ho¬ 
nourable  framerof  the  propofition, 
for  the  open,  direCt,  and  manly 
language  which  he  had  held.  He 
had  delivered  his  fentiments  with 
that  firmnefs  and  candour  which 
fo  uniformly  characterized  his  con¬ 
duct  in  that  houfe.  He  thanked 
him  moft  cordially,  for  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  it  afforded  to  both 
parties  to  come  to  an  iftue.  It 
would  fpare  much  time,  and  fave 
infinite  trouble.  It  militated  di- 
reCtly  againft  the  bill  on  the  table  ; 
for  certainly,  if  that  houfe  was 
not  competent  to  enquire  into,  or 
controul  the  civil  lift  expenditure, 
the  bill  was  founded  in  the  moft 
glaring  injuftice.  But  while  he 
gave  credit  for  the  direct  open  man¬ 
ner  in  which  the  honourable  gen- 
tlernan  had  declared  and  fupported 
his  opinion,  he  muft  alfo  declare, 
that  it  involved  doctrines  of  a  moft 
alarming  nature  ;  and  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  him  to  be  fubverftve  of 
the  firft  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion.  He  therefore  fincerely  hoped, 
that  before  the  houfe  proceeded 
further,  they  would  con  fen  t  to  let 
in  this  propofition  ;  and  proceed 
to  difcufs  it ;  for  it  would  be  e¬ 


qually  nugatory  and  ridiculous,  to 
go  into  the  committee  on  the  bill, 
until  the  fenfe  of  the  houfe  was 
taken  upon  that  queftion.  It  muft 
be  firft  got  rid  of,  before  any  one 
claufe  in  the  bill  could  be  taken 
into  conftderation.  He  could  not 
at  the  fame  time  help  declaring,  that 
if  it  Ihould  be  refolved  and  deter¬ 
mined,  that  parliament  had  not  a 
right  to  interfere,  to  reform,  to  ar¬ 
range,  and,  if  neceffary,  to  refume 
the  grants  they  had  made  to  the 
crown  for  public  purpofes ;  in  fhort, 
to  fee  to  the  proper  application  of 
the  monies  theyhad  granted  ;  there 
was  at  once  an  end  of  the  liberties 
of  this  country.  Give  princes  and 
their  minifters,  faid  he,  the  ex- 
clufive  right  of  difpofing  of  any 
confiderable  part  of  the  public 
treafures,  and  our  liberties,  from 
that  inftant,  are  gone  for  ever.  . 

He  denied  that  ihe  queftion  was 
abftraCl,  as  thofe  who  had  a  mind 
to  get  rid  of  it  were  pleafed  to  af- 
fert.  The  propofition,  as  con¬ 
nected  with  the  bill,  was  no  ab¬ 
ftraCl  queftion,  becaufe  it  amount¬ 
ed  to  a  direft  and  fpecific  denial  of 
its  principle,  which  was  a  tho¬ 
rough  reform  in  the  whole  of  the 
civil  lift  expenditure.  There  was 
no  ground  for  the  other  apprehen- 
fion,  that  the  people  might  be 
milled  by  the  declaration.  How 
milled  ?  Nothing  could  be  a  more 
clear  rejection  of  the  petitions, 
than  the  fuppofition  of  the  princi¬ 
ple  in  queftion,  fairly  propofed  by 
one  gentleman,  and.  highly  ap¬ 
plauded  by  thofe  who  would  fain, 
poftpone  it.  The  petitioners  fay, 
that  ufelefs  and  fmecure  places 
ought  to  be  abolifhed;  that  exor¬ 
bitant  falaries  and  perquifites  ought 
to  be  reduced.  Where  did  thofe 
evils  originate  ?  In  the  expendi¬ 
ture 
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tii re  of  the  civil  lift.  Where  was 
the  reform  recommended,  to  ope¬ 
rate  ?  Molt  clearly,  where  the  evil 
exifted.  But  the  proportion  holds 
that  no  reform  can  there  operate. 
It  was  then  evident,  that  if  the 
proportion  fhould  appear  to  be  the 
fenfe  of  a  majority  of  that  houfe, 
it  would  comprehend,  one  or  other 
of  thefe  two  anfwers  to  the  peti¬ 
tions  ;  that,  your  petitions  are  ill- 
founded,  and  no  reform  is  necef- 
fary  ;  or,  that  though  they  are  well 
founded,  our  hands  are  fo  tied  up, 
that  we  are  incapable  of  affording 
you  redrefs. — He  declared,  that 
if  the  propofftion  fhould  be  agreed 
to,  by  a  majority  of  that  houfe, 
he  fhould  confidcr  his  toils  and  la¬ 
bours  as  at  an  end  ;  and  that  as  his 
prefence  there  could  be  of  no  far¬ 
ther  ufe  or  confequence,  he  never 
again  fhould  enter  it. 

Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Townfhend, 
General  Conway,  Mr.  Dunning, 
and  other  diftinguifhed  members 
of  opportion,  took  and  lupported 
nearly  the  fame  ground  ;  diver  fi¬ 
lled  according  to  the  chara&er  and 
genius  of  the  feveral  ipeakers. 

Mr.  Rigby,  who  introduced  the 
bufmefs,  was  aftoniihed  at  what  he 
called  the  unaccountable  mifinter- 
pretation  of  words,  or  perverfion 
of  fenfe,  which  prevailed  on  the 
other  fide,  in  the  interpretation 
which  was  put  upon  his  propor¬ 
tion.  He  declared  with  energy, 
that  he  would  not  readily  relign 
the  fir  ft  place,  to  any  man,  who 
fhould  profefs  to  entertain  a  more 
warm  and  fteady  zeal  for  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  his  country,  than  himfelf ; 
and  that  it  was  with  no  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  furprize  and  emotion,  he 
heard  fentiments  imputed  to  him, 
tending  to  the  overthrow  of  the 
£0nilitution.  He  appealed  to  ail 
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who  heard  him,  whether  he  had 
uttered  a  fyllable,  which  the  moft 
fertile  imagination  could  fo  inter¬ 
pret.  No  man  revered  the  rights 
of  the  confcitution  more,  or  would 
go  farther  in  maintaining  the  lights 
of  the  people,  within  that  houfe, 
where  only,  in  his  opinion,  fo  long 
as  parliament  exifted,  they  could 

be  conftitutionallv  defended.  He 

✓ 

maintained  the  right  of  the  people 
to  petition  every  branch  of  the  le- 
giflature  ;  but  it  was  in  that  houfe 
only,  that  their  voice  could  be 
fairly  known  and  acknowledged  ; 
and  from  thence  only  it  could  be 
furely  and  fafely  collected.— He 
ftill  adhered  firmly  to  his  original 
opinion,  and  to  the  proportion 
founded  upon  it;  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  difficulty  in  which  the 
queftion  involved  adminiftration, 
fupported  the  oppofition  in  their 
intention  of  bringing  it  to  a  de- 
cifion  ;  declaring  that  as  he  would 
not  be  bullied  out  of  his  propofi- 
tion  by  one  fide  of  the  houfe,  lo 
he  was  refolved  not  to  be  flattered 
or  cajoled  out  of  it  by  the  other. 

The  friends  of  adminiftration  en¬ 
deavoured  all  they  could  tofoften, 
and  in  fome  meafure  to  explain 
away,  the  apparent  fenfe  and 
meaning,  or  at  leaft  that  in  which, 
it  had  been  firft  underftood,  of  the 
propofition.  Nor  did  they  only 
attempt  to  refcue  it  from  the  fenfe 
put  upon  it  by  their  adverfaries ; 
but  likewife  from  fome  part  of 
that,  which  had  in  the  beginning 
drawm  forth  applaufe  on  their  own 
fide.  They  infilled,  that  it  did 
not  by  any  means  involve  in  it  a 
denial  of  the  right  to  reform  a- 
bufes ;  but  that  it  only  afferted, 
that  it  would  be  unjuft  to  interfere 
in  the  civil  lift  expenditure,  with¬ 
out  proper  proof  of  abuie,  previ¬ 
ous 
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ous  to  the  interference.  And  this 
maxim,  they  faid,  was  fupported 
by  the  confticution  ;  admitting  the 
right  toexift,  in  the  ftrongeft  man¬ 
ner  in  which  it  had  been  hated  or 
fuppofed  on  the  other  fide.  But 
as  the  purport  of  the  proportion 
had  already  been  mifconceived  or 
mifreprefented  within  doors,  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  that  it  would 
be  much  more  mifconceived,  and 
mifreprefented,  out  of  doors.  And 
they  could  not  help  faying  and 
thinking,  that  the  eagernefs  fhewn 
to  bring  the  right  honourable  gen¬ 
tleman’s  propolition  under  difeuf- 
fion,  could  proceed  from  no  other 
motive,  than  that  if  the  houfe 
fhould  agree  to  it,  it  might  fur- 
nifh  grounds  for  fpreading  falfe  ru¬ 
mours,  and  creating  popular  delu- 
fion. 

This  change  of  ground,  pro¬ 
duced  fome  awkward  fituations  and 
circumifances,  which  affordedroom 
for  laughter  and  farcafm  on  the 
other  fide.  As  to  limiting  the  right 
of  controul,  to  the  previous  proof 
of  abufe,  it  was  faid  to  be  ridicu¬ 
lous.  How  was  the  abufe  to  be 
difeovered  or  proved,  but  by  exa¬ 
mination  and  enquiry  ?  If  parlia¬ 
ment  was  competent  to  the  correc¬ 
tion  of  an  abufe,  they  mull  be 
competent  to  the  means  of  its  dif- 
covery.  To  talk  of  any  power  of 
controul,  without  that  of  enquiry, 
or  of  enquiry  without  that  of  coh- 
troul,  was  too  abfurd  to  deferve  an 
anfwer.  The  fuppofed  injuilice 
of  enquiry,  before  the  proof  of 
abufe,  was,  if  poflible,  more  fo  ; 
and  could  be  only  equalled  by  the 
fuppohtion,  that  although  a  man 
ought  to  be  punifhed  for  the  corn- 
million  of  a  crime  ;  yet  it  would 
be  unjuft  to  try  him,  until  his 
guilt  was  proved. 


The  quell  ion  now  before  the 
houle,  and  on  which  both  parties 
were  to  bring  forward  their  utmoft 
force,  was,  whether,  according  to 
the  order  of  the  day,  it  Ihoukf  be 
refolved  into  a  committee  on  Mr. 
Burke’s  bill,  or  whether  they 
fhould  firft  enter  into  a  difcuffion 
of,  and  decide  upon,  Mr.  Rigby’s 
propofition.  The  queilion  being 
put  about  nine  o’clock,  the  refo- 
lution  for  the  order  of  the  day  was 
carried,  by  a  majority  of  fix  only, 
the  numbers  being  205,  to  199. 
This  divifion  was  marked  by  the 
fmgular  circumftance,  of'  Mr. 
Rigby’s  voting  in  the  minority, 
and  in  oppofition  to  all  his  friends 
in  admin itlration. 

The  firft  claufe  in  the  bill,  and 
confequently  the  firft  queftion  be¬ 
fore  the  committee,  was  that  for 
aboliflring  the  office  of  third  fecre, 
tary  of  ftate,  otherwife  fecretary 
for  the  colonies  ;  which  was  after¬ 
wards  modified  to  the  fimple  de- 
feription  of  one  of  his  majefty’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  ftate. 

Much  of  the  ground,  which  wo 
have  formerly  had  occafion  pretty 
accurately  to  mark  out,  on  the  ap¬ 
plications  of  the  crown  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  the  difeharge  of  the  ci¬ 
vil  lift  debts,  and  for  an  addition  of 
revenue  to  that  eftablifhment,  and 
which  we  ha/e  fince  likevvife  feen 
not  unfrequently  trodden  upon 
other  occafion s,  was  now  again 
gone  over  by  both  parties  ;  and  its 
principal  pofitions  ftrongly  and 
warmly  difputed.  The  tenure  by 
which  the  crown  held  the  civil  lift 
revenue,  was  again  agitated;  the 
friends  of  adminiftration  confider- 
ing  it  as  a  life  eftate  ;  as  exclulive 
and  private  property.  The  right 
of  parliament  to  interfere  at  all, 
and  in  an v  cafe,  in  its  difpofa!  or 
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■expenditure,  was  rather  doubtfully 
fpoken  of  by  the  moil  guarded  and 
temperate,  who  paid  fome  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  tendemefs  and  difficulty 
of  the  ground  ;  but  others,  parti¬ 
cularly  fome  in  high  office,  abfo- 
1'utely  denied  it,  without  qualifi¬ 
cation  or  referve.  But  if  the  .right 
of  interference  were  admitted,  the 
niinifters  contended,  that  it  mud 
he  in -.cafes  of  grofs  abufe,  previ- 
ouily  and  incontrovertibly  proved. 
When  that  was  once  done,  that 
houfe  was  undoubtedly  competent 
to  point  out  to  the  fovereign,  the 
proper  mode  of  removing  and  cor¬ 
recting  them  ;  but  that  mode  was 
not  by  paffing  a  law  of  refump- 
tion  ;  an  extremity,  which  if  at 
all  refortedto,  itfhould  only  be  in 
fome  cafe  of  the  lad  neceffity,  when 
all  other  means  had  been  tried,  and 
had  been  found  ineffectual. ^ 

But  even  fuppofmg  that  it  were 
right  and  fit  for  parliament  to  in¬ 
terfere  upon  motives  of  public  os- 
conomy,  another  quedion  would 
arife,  whether  the  objeCt  to  be  at¬ 
tained,  namely  the  faving  pro¬ 
pofed,  was  of  that  magnitude  to 
juftify  the  houfe,  not  only  in  an 
innovation,  but  in  the  fuppreffion 
of  an  ufeful  and  riecelfary  office. 
For  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
committee,  it  mud  be  deemed  an 
ufeful  and  neceffary  odice,  until 
the  contrary  was  clearly  proved. 
They  were  not  to  edimate  the  of¬ 
fice  that  was  propofed  to  be  abo- 
liflied,  merely  upon  its  own  in- 
trinfic  value;  but  they  were  like- 
wife  to  confider  what  the  meafure 
of  abolidiment  led  to.  The  claufe 
before  them,  formed  but  a  part, 
and  a  very  final!  part  indeed,  of 
the  multifarious  bill  to  which  it 
‘belonged.  But  if  the  propriety 
«f  this  claufe  fhould  be  edablilhed. 


the  fame  principle  would  reach  to 
every  other  part  of  the  bill ;  and 
its  effeCts  would  be  extended  to  all 
the  branches  of  the  royal  houffiold, 
and  even  aidurb  the  domedic  ar¬ 
rangements  within  the  palace. 

But  confidering  the  claufe  mere¬ 
ly  upon  its  own  proper  ground, 
and  fuppofing  the  bill  to  be  formed 
on  the  fen  timents  contained  in  the 
petitions,  would  any  gentleman 
venture  to  declare  that  the  office 
was  a  fmecure  ;  that  it  was  attend¬ 
ed  with  exorbitant  fees,  perqui- 
fites,  or  emoluments ;  that  it  was 
a  heavy,  expenlive  eftablilhment ; 
or,  that  it  was  a  fource  of  much 
influence  in  that  houfe.  It  per¬ 
haps  would  be  faid,  that  it  was 
ufelefs  and  unneceffary.  If  that 
ground  is  taken,  let  the  gentle¬ 
men  on  the  other  flde  bring  for¬ 
ward  their  evidence  ;  let  them  de- 
mondrate  to  the  committee  that  it 
is  fo  ;  but  let  not  affiertion  pafs 
for  proof,  nor  mere  opinion  for 
argument.  It  will  then  be  incum¬ 
bent  upon  them  to  eftablifh  the 
right,  as  well  as  the  expediency 
of  interfering,  and  of  refuming 
the  grant  made  to  the  fovereign  on 
his  acceffion ;  a  grant  which  he 
received  as  an  equivalent  for  that 
ample  revenue,  to  which  he  was 
entitled,  from  the  indant  of  his 
being  proclaimed  king  of  this 
country ;  and  they  will  dill  be 
called  upon  to  lhew,  that  the  re¬ 
form  is  not  only  jud  and  neceffary, 
but  that  the  mode  propofed,  is  the 
only  one,  or  the  bed,  which  could 
podibly  be  carried  into  execution. 

They  expected,  they  faid,  to 
hear  it  obferved,  that  the  abolifh- 
ing  of  the  office  in  quedion  would 
be  no  innovation,  as  it  was  only  of 
modern  date,  and  of  a  few  years 
dan  ding ;  but  to  provide  again  ft 
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this  they  hated,  that  there  had 
been  a  third  fecretarv  of  Hate,  fo 
early  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the 
Vlth.  and  that  even  in  the  late 
reign,  (which  it  was  now  become 
fo  much  the  fafhion  invidioufly 
to  hold  out  as  the  object  of  all 
praife,  and  as  the  pur  eh  model  of 
all  public  and  political  virtue) 
that  office  had  fubfifted  for  feveral 
years  ;  fo  that,  in  faft,  it  was  not 
a  new  office,  but  an  old  one/re¬ 
cently  revived.  But  independent 
of  that,  whether  the  office  was  old 
or  new,  there  was  an  objection  of 
much  greater  weight  to  the  pro- 
pofed  claufe  ;  for  if  it  was  carried, 
it  would  give  rife  to  a  moft  alarm¬ 
ing  and  dangerous  precedent ;  it 
would  eftabliffi  it  as  a  maxim,  that 
the  legiftature  were  the  only  pro¬ 
per  judges  of  the  detailed  exercife 
of  the  executive  power.  A  prin¬ 
ciple  which  would  affeft  every  efta- 
bliffiment  already  made,  or  which 
might  be  hereafter  made  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time,  that  it  divehed 
the  crown  of  one  of  its  moh 
valuable  rights  and  prerogatives, 
would  difable  it  from  difehargino- 
the  duties  veiled  in  it  by  the  con- 
ftitution,  by  taking  away  the  right 
and  exercife  of  judgment,  with 
refpeft  to  the  manner  in  which  it 
could  moft  faithfully  and  effeftu- 
ally  difeharge  thofe  duties. 

The  mover  of  the  bill,  and 
thofe  who  fupported  him,,  in  an- 
fwer  to  what  had  been  advanced, 
of  the  impropriety  and  injuftice  of 
interference  or  puniffiment,  with¬ 
out  previous  proof  of  the  abufe, 
drew  a  line  of  diftinttion  between 
the  judicial  and  legiftative  capacity 
of  parliament.  In  the  former, 
they  were  undoubtedly  to  proceed, 
in  all  cafes,  upon  legal  evidence. 
In  the  latter,  they  were  totally  dif- 


charged  from  that  attention.  They 
were  then  in  the  exercife  of  judg¬ 
ment,  upon  the  general  view  and 
ftate  of  public  alfairs  ;  and  they 
not  only  had  a  right,  but  it  was 
their  duty,  to  frame  fuch  regula¬ 
tions  as  they  judged  neceftary, 
with  refpeft  to  the  better  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  country,  whether  with 
regard  to  the  prefen  t  fee  urity,  or 
to  the  future  prefervation  of  the 
conftitution.  It  was  even  a  jeft  to 
fuppofe  that  parliament  had  not  a 
right  of  interference  and  controul, 
with  refpecl  to  that  moft  facred  of 
all  things,  private  property,  when 
it  concerned  the  public  benefit,  or 
even  convenience.  Was  there  a 
week  during  their  fitting  in  which 
this  right  was  not  exercifed  ?  Was 
there  a  turnpike  bill,  a  ftreet  bill, 
an  inland  navigation,  or  a  private 
road  bill,  in  which  this  inter¬ 
ference  and  controul  were  not  pre¬ 
dominant  ?  or  in  which  private 
right,  pleafure,  or  convenience, 
was  not  obliged  to  give  way  to 
public  ufe? 

But  they  reprobated,  in  terms  of 
unufual  indignation,  that  doftrine 
held  out,  in  this  enlightened  age, 
and  in  the  face  of  a  Britiffi  par¬ 
liament,  that  the  civil  lift  revenue, 
(in  which  all  the  purpofes  of  the 
politics,  law,  order,  and  good 
ceconomy,  of  the  ftate  are  in¬ 
volved)  was  to  be  confidered  as  a 
perfonal  eftate,  and  as  mere  pri¬ 
vate  property,  whilft  parliament 
was  wholly  incompetent  to  the  fu- 
perintendence  and  controul  of  the 
expenditure.  This  doftrine,  faid 
Mr.  Burke,  is  not  even  toryifm. 
It  is  the  abftraft  principle  of  ja- 
cobitifm  itfelf.  The  tory  fcheme 
indeed  holds  monarchy  high,  not 
only  as  the  perfeftion  of  govern¬ 
ment,  but  as  the  foie  mode  of  it 

which 
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which  can  poflibly  be  good ;  and 
therefore  it  prefers  the  very  de- 
fpotifm  and  tyranny  of  kings,  to 
any  plan,  or  any  adminiftration  of 
a  commonwealth.  But  this  doc¬ 
trine,  grofly  erroneous  as  it  is. 
Hill  proceeds  upon  principles  of 
government'  and  on  grounds  of 
public  good.  But  jacobitifm,  fup- 
pofes  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Hate  a  matter  of  private  property, 
to  be  held  and  tranfmitted  as  an 
inheritance  ;  and  the  unhappy  ad¬ 
herents  to  that  caufe,  always  ar¬ 
gued  it  as  a  defcent  of  an  eftate, 
according  to  the  rules  and  maxims 
of  private  jurifprudence.  But  if 
this  principle  of  jacobitifm  be  ab- 
iurd  with  regard  to  government 
itfelf,  it  mull  be  equally  abfurd 
with  regard  to  any  revenue  pof- 
fefied  by  government.  Correctly 
fpeaking,  government  as  fuch,  can 
have  no  property.  The  whole  is 
a  truft.  But  the  property  of  the 
fubject  is  no  truft.  It  is  that,  for 
the  fecurity  of  which,  trulls  were 
made  ;  and  this  truft  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  all  its  revenue,  among 
the  reft.  Property  was  not  made 
by  government,  but  government 
by  and  for  it.  The  one  is  pri¬ 
mary  and  felf-exiftent ;  the  other 
is  fecondary  and  derivative.  He 
contended  therefore,  that  all  fuch 
eftates  being  trulls,  it  makes  very 
little  difference,  whether  they  are 
for  years,  or  life,  or  hereditary. 
It  alters  their  tenure,  but  not  their 
nature.  They  are  all  objecls  of 
ublic  cognizance,  whenever  they 
ecome  abufive  or  inconvenient 
enough  to  call  for  infpeflion  and 
reformation. 

And  (hall  the  fervant,  the  crea¬ 
ture  of  the  people,  Paid  they,  be 
reprefented  by  treafonable  fubje&s. 


by  falfe  and  pretended  friends,  as 
claiming  an  inherent,  fdf-created 
original,  and  a  divine  right,  in  the 
voluntary  grants  of  that  people  for 
whofe  good  he  received  it,  and  for 
whofe  good  it  may  be  refumed  ? 
This  is  the  higheft  pinnacle  of 
defpotifm  ;  nor  can  it  ever  rife 
higher.  It  is  eftablifhing  that 
odious  and  detelrable  principle, 
which  experience  has  already  fhewn 
to  be  totally  fubverfive  of  all  that 
is  generous,  liberal,  great,  noble, 
or  excellent,  in  the  human  nature 
and  character,  namely,  that  the 
people  are  made  for  kings,  inftead 
of  their  being  made  for  the  people. 

The  oppofttion  were  exceedingly 
vehement,  and  feemed  to  bear  every 
thing  before  them,  on  this  ground. 
Indeed,  almoft  all  the  eloquence, 
powers  of  argument,  and  force  of 
language,  on  that  fide  of  the 
ho ufe,  were  particularly 'directed 
to  it.  The  boldeft  of  the  minifle- 
rial  phalanx,  they  faid,  had  Ihrunk 
back,  and  were  afraid  to  meet  the 
queflion,  when  every  endeavour 
was  ufed  to  bring  it  fairly  and 
nakedly  into  difcuilion  *  and  yet 
they  now  venture  covertly  to  adopt 
and  fupport  the  principle'.  Mr.  Fox 
exclaimed,  with  his  ufual  fervor 
and  animation.  Good  God  !  had  he 
been  afleep  ?  how  had  he  been  loft 
to  himfelf  ?  to  what  little  purpofe 
Fad  his  education,  his  knowledge, 
and  his  experience,  been  attained, 
if  it  was  a  doftrine  eftablifhed  in 
that  houfe,  that  the  king  was  to 
be  uncontrolled  in  his  civil  lift. 
Hid  men  know  what  they  were 
afterting,  when  they  held  fuch  lan¬ 
guage  ?  Were  they  fo  blind  as 
really  to  fee  no  danger  in  it  ? 
Were  they  fo  ignorant,  or  fo  to¬ 
tally  loft  to  the  will  of  others,  as 

to 
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to  maintain  a  dottrine  which  went 
to  the  diffolution  of  the  compad 
between  the  king  and  the  people  ? 
Did  not  the  very  nature  of  the 
trull  delegated  to  the  fovereign, 
render  his  accounts  fubjed  to  the 
infpedion  of  parliament  ?  Had 
not  fuch  infpedion  been  the  uni¬ 
form  pradice  of  parliament  ?  How 
fared  it  with  James  the  Second  ? 
Was  not  that  unhappy  king,  who 
preferred  a  wretched  peniion  from 
the  crown  of  France,  to  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  a  great  empire  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  laws  and  jconiutu- 
tion,  deprived  of  his  whole  reve¬ 
nue  by  parliament  ?  - 

The  oppofition  further  urged, 
that  the  hillorical  fads  ftated  on 
the  other  fide,  to  fhew  that  an 
office  fimilar  to  that  now  in  queilion 
had  formerly  exifted,  was  nothing 
more,  they  faid,  to  the  purpoie, 
than  the  bringing  of  proofs  which 
were  not  intended,  that  the  ufe- 
Ieffnefs  of  the  office  being  difco- 
vered  upon  trial,  it  was  therefore 
difcontinued.  It  would  be  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  little  confequence  now,  that 
a  dozen  fecretaries  had  been  em¬ 
ployed  through  the  folly  or  caprice 
of  any  of  our  ancient  princes ; 
if  that  fort  of  argument  went  to, 
any  thing,  it  would  be  to  the 
revival  of  all  the  ufelefs  and  dan¬ 
gerous  offices,  which  the  wifdom 
of  pall  kings,  or  the  integrity  of 
former  parliaments,  had  been  ap¬ 
plied  to  abolilh.  The  point  be¬ 
fore  the  committee,  was  merely 
the  queilion  of  utility,  or  inutility, 
with  refped  to  that  oltice.  It 
would  be  fufficient  to  obferve  on 
that  fubjed,  that  this  country  had 
raifed  itfelf  to  the  highell  pitch  of 
power  and  national  glory,  and  that 
her  colonies  had  rifen  to  a  degree 
of  wealth,  power,  and  population. 
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unknown  in  the  hillory  of  any 
other  mother  country  under  the 
fun,  when  we  employed  no  more 
than  two  fecretaries  of  Hate ;  and 
that  every  feature  in  that  pic¬ 
ture  of  complete  human  feli¬ 
city  was  inllantly  reverfed  upon 
the  appointment  of  a  third. 
Through  that  appointment,  we 
not  only  loll  thofe  very  colonies, 
but  they  were  converted  into  our 
bitter  enemies ;  along  with  the  lofs 
of  our  colonies  and  commerce,  we 
had  fuffiered  fuch  degrees  of  dif- 
grace  and  degradation,  in  the  eyes 
of  all  Europe,  as  this  country 
never  before  experienced  ;  and 
through  the  fame  caufe,  we  were 
plunged  in  the  prefent  contell  with 
our  powerful  and  hereditary  ene¬ 
mies,  which  tended  to  our  in¬ 
evitable  ruin.  Was  any  thing 
more  neceffiary  to  fhew,  that  this 
office  was  at  leak  totally  ufelefs  ; 
and  that  if  not  originally  mif- 
chievcus  in  its  nature,  it  had  how¬ 
ever  proved  fatally  ruinous  in  its 
effedt  ? 

They  concluded  by  obferving, 
that  it  would  appear  to  a  ftranger,. 
from  the  arguments  ufed  by  the 
friends  of  adminillration,  that  they 
were  endeavouring  to  deprive  the 
king  of  the  money  allotted  for  his 
privy  purfe,  or  to  curtail  the 
means  of  his  perfonal  pleafures, 
amufements,  or  iatisfadlion.  Could 
any  perfon  be  fo  blind  as  not  to 
fee,  or  any  member  of  that  houfe 
fo  ignorant  as  not  to  know,  that 
the  objetls  were  totally  different  ? 
That  the  propofed  reform  went  to 
that  great  part  of  the  civil  liil  efta- 
blifhment,  which  being  dedicated 
to  public  purpofes,  was  conie- 
quently  liable  to  public  reform  ; 
and  in  which  the  fovereign  adting- 
only  as  truftee  for  the  people, 

could 
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could  have  no  other  perfonal  inte- 
reft,  than  that  which  was  fo  con- 
ilantly  denied,  of  fupporting  an 
undue  and  corrupt  influence.  But 
at  any  rate,  that  revenue*  like  all 
others,  muft  be  affe&ed  by  the 
exigencies  of  the  times*  and  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  ability  of  the 
public,  by  which  it  was  granted 
and  paid.  It  would  be  too  ridi¬ 
culous  to  fuppofe  otherwife.  At 
the  acceffion  of  his  majefty,  when 
a  large  revenue  was  granted  to  him 
for  life,  the  nation  was  great, 
iiourifliing,  and  glorious  beyond 
example.  The  liberality  of  the 
grant,  was  fuited  to  the  felicity  of 
the  time.  The  fmalleft  notice  was 
not  then  given,  of  the  fatal  de- 
iigns  which  were  in  embrio,  or  of 
the  ruinous  meafures  that  were  to 
be  purfued.  It  was  fo  impofli’ble 
to  have  forefeen  the  fubfequent 
public  lofles  and  calamities  of  his 
reign,  that  they  could  not  have 
been  conceived  even  in  thought. 
The  lofs  of  America,  and  of  our 
Well  India  iflands,  was  never  fug- 
veiled,  even  in  a  dream,  to  the 
wildeft  viflonary.  That  great  re¬ 
venue  mu  ft  partake  of  the  nature 
of  all  human  eftablifhments.  The 
fuperftrubture  can  have  no  greater 
.{lability,  than  the  foundation  on 
which  it  was  raifed.  Even  fup- 
poflng,  what  can  never  be  admit¬ 
ted,  that  the  granters  had  no 
power  of  revocation  or  recal.  Till 
the  revenue  muft  depend  upon 
their  ability  to  pay  it.  To  fup¬ 
pofe  that  the  eftablifhments  of  the 
fovereign  would  not  be  afFefted  by 
the  public  diftreffes  and  calamities, 
by  the  lofs  of  dominion,  and  the 
fubtraddon  of  wealth  and  power 
from  the  Hate,  was  fuch  an  abfur- 
dity  as  not  to  deferve  anfvver  or 
notice.  It  was  fcarcely  lefs  than 


treafon  to  royalty,  even  to  fuppofe 
that  the  fovereign  would  not  wil¬ 
lingly  participate  in  the  evil,  as 
well  as  in  the  good  fortune  of  his 
people.  W as  it  poflible  that  thofe 
fycophants,  thofe  falfe  pretended 
friends,  who  held  out  that  doc¬ 
trine,  and  would  reprefent  the 
king  as  not  wifning  to  lighten  the 
burthens,  or  relieve  the  diftreffes 
of  his  fubjeds,  were  ignorant  of 
the  incurable  wound  which  they 
would  thereby  inflid  on  the  royal 
name  and  charader  ? 

At  a  quarter  before  three  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  the  committee  di¬ 
vided,  when  the  office  of  third  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate  was  preferved  by 
a  majority  of  feven  only ;  the 
numbers  being  201,  in  fupport  of 
the  claufe  of  reform,  to  208,  by 
whom  it  was  oppofed.  Such  was 
the  iflue,  of  one  of  the  longeft  and 
hardeft  fought  days,  that  perhaps 
ever  was  known  in  an  Englifh 
Houfe  of  Commons ;  nor  was  the 
labour  greater  than  the  ability, 
or  than  the  parliamentary  {kill  and 
generalftiip  difplayed  on  both  fides. 
I  he  minifters  finding  the  torrent 
ftrong  againft  them  within  and 
without  doors,  rather  oppofed  their 
adverfaties  indiredly,  and  with  ef¬ 
forts  to  gain  time,  than  with  many 
arguments  to  the  abftrad  ftate  of 
the  queftion ;  and  in  this  point 
they  ihewed  great  patience  and 
dexterity.  They  even  took  advan¬ 
tage  from  their  prefen t  weaknefs. 
The  low  ftate  of  the  minifter’s  ma¬ 
jorities,  was  brought  as  an  argu¬ 
ment  to  prove  that  the  influence 
of  the  crown  was  not  increafed  ; 
and  one  gentleman  in  office  threw 
cut,  that  if  the  noble  lord  was 
not  better  fupported,  it  would  be 
in  vain  for  him  to  attempt  any 
longer  to  carry  on  the  public 
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b'diinefs.  On  the  other  fide,  the 
prefent  Hate  of  divifions  was  attri¬ 
buted  to  the  temper  and  fenfe  of 
the  people  without  doors  ;  and 
they  univerfally  and  heartily  fub- 
fcribed  to  the  latter  propofitioil . 

The  abolition  of  the  board  of 
trade,  was  the  next  claufe  of  Mr. 

March  i3th.  Burke’s  Bill  which 
D  came  under  the 

confideration  of  the  committee. 
The  great  objefl  of  debate  was,  on 
one  fide  to  ihew  its  utility,  and 
on  the  other,  to  prove  it  totally 
inefficient,  ufelefs,  and  when  at 
any  time  active,  either  mifchievous 
or  ridiculous,  but  of  late  dwindled 
into  a  mere  fmecure  office,  which 
anfwerfid  no  other  purpofe  what¬ 
ever,  than  that  of  providing  eight 
members  for  that  houfe,  and  fe- 
curing  their  votes  and  fervices  to 
the  minifter,  at  an  income  or  pen- 
hon  of  a  thoufand  pounds  a  year 
each.  The  fir  ft  ground  was  taken 
up  very  much  at  large,  with  a 
very  laborious  detail,  and  great 
knowledge  of  the  hiftorv  of  the 
office,  by  a  gentleman  who  fat  at 
that  board.  The  oppofite  ground 
■was  taken  by  the  framer  of  the 
bill ;  who  beftdes  fupporting  it 
with  his  ufual  ftrength  of  argu¬ 
ment,  threw  cut  fuch  an  infinity 
of  wit,  fa  tire,  and  ridicule  upon 
the  fubjecl,  as  to  excite  a  very  un- 
ufual  degree  of  pleafaiitry  in  the 
houfe.  The  main  line  of  his 
argument  was  to  fhew,  that  when 
the  bufinefs  of  trade  and  planta¬ 
tions  had  been  managed  by  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  council  without  falapies, 
it  had  been  attended  by  perfons  of 
greater  rank,  weight,  and  ability, 
and  that  bufinefs  of  far  more  diffi¬ 
culty  and  delicacy  was  better  difr 
p atched,  and  with  more  expedi¬ 
tion  and  fat  is  faction,  than  iiace 
Vol.  XXIII 


the  appointment  of  the  board  of 
trade  ;  and  this  poficion  he  fun- 
ported  with  companions  of  affairs, 
times,  anecdotes  of  perfons,  and 
with  references  to  the  council 
books,  which  gave  great  livclinefs 
and  intereft  to  this  debate. 

The  queftion  was  not  called, 
until  a  quarter  paft  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning  ;  when  the  claufe  for 
abolifhing  the  board  of  trade  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  eight ;  the  numbers  be¬ 
ing,  in  fupport  of  the  queftion 
207,  to  199  who  voted  for  the 
fupport  and  continuance  of  the 
eftablifhment. 

Such  was  the  firft  of  the  great 
defeats  received  bv  adminiftration, 
and  which  fo  much  diftinguifhed 
the  prefent  fellion  from  ell  others# 
of  late  years.  A  defeat  of  fuck 
a  nature,  as  would  in  any  other 
period  have  proved  fatal  to  any 
adminiftration.  Some  members 
of  the  oppofition,  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  the  lords  of  trade  to  with¬ 
draw  before  the  divifion  ;  on  the 
ground  of  indecency,  in  their  vot¬ 
ing  on  a  queftion  in  which  they 
were  fo  immediately  and  perft  n- 
ally  concerned.  If  this  had  been 
agreed  to,  it  would  have  about 
doubled  their  majority.  But  the 
queftion  was  too  trying,  and  the 
feafon  too  critical,  to  make  fuch 
a  facrifice  to  deliqacyor  punttilio; 
and  the  conduit  of  the  American 
fecretary,  on  the  late  divifion  in 
his  own  cafe,  was  a  fufficient  pre¬ 
cedent  for  the  prefent,  to  keep 
the  refufai  in  countenance. 

It  was  in  this  debate  firft  dif- 
covered,  or  at  leaft  firft  publicly 
known,  that  the  fpeaker,  and  ad¬ 
miniftration,  were  not  upon  good 
terms.  Mr.  Fox  having  called  on 
the  fpeaker,  for  his  private  opi- 
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nion  as  a  member,  and  his  pro- 
feftional  as  a  great  lawyer,  on  the 
question  of  competency  in  parlia¬ 
ment  with  refperi  to  the  controul 
of  the  civil  lilt  revenue.  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  after  Hating  fe- 
veral  caufes  which  rendered  him 
extremely  averfe  to  the  giving  of 
any  opinion  in  that  houfe,  except 
in  his  official  capacity,  likewife 
obferved,  that  a  private  opinion 
which  he  had  formerly  given  on 
a  great  law  queftion  in  that  houfe, 
and  which  he  thought  himfelf  pro- 
feflionally  called  upon  to  give, 
(fuppofed  to  allude  to  a  claul’e  in 
the  royal  marriage  bill)  as  well 
as  in  compliance  with  the  apparent 
delire,  and  fee  mine  wifh  of  the 
houfe,  not  only  fix bj cried  him  to 
a  milinteroretation  of  his  conduri, 
but  he  had  alfo  the  misfortune  to 
fend,  had  given  great  offence  in  a 
quarter,  where # he  certainly  did 
not  intend  or  wifh  to  give  any. 

He  afterwards  obferved,  that 
the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  af¬ 
fairs,  had  long  withdrawn  all 
friendfhip  and  confidence  from 
him.  That  from  the  time  of  his 
reporting  the  fenfe  of  that  houfe 
at  the  bar  of  the  other,  on  ccca- 
lion  of  prefen  ting  the  money  bill  s, 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  civil  lift 
debts,  and  the  increafe  of  its  re¬ 
venue,  all  appearances  even  of 
friendfhip,  confidence,  and  good 
will,  had  ceafed  on  the  fide  of  the 
noble  lord.  He  was  Hill  at,  a  lofs 
even  to  guefs,  what  juft  caufe  of 
offence  he  had  then  given.  What 
he  had  done  upon  that  occafion 
was,  to  the  bell  of  his  judgment, 
only  in  difcharge  of  his  duty.  If 
he  had  acted  wrong,  it  arofe  from 
error,  not  from  defign  ;  and  what¬ 
ever  others  might  think  of  his 
conduri,  he  had  the  fatisfariion, 
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of  its  having  been  unanimoufly  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  that  houfe.  —  He 
hinted  at  injury  in  a  recent  tranf- 
ariion,  from  which  the  minifter 
and  he  mull  from  thence  forward 
ftand  upon  the  moft  inequivocal 
terms.  Fie  declared  that  he  was 
not  a  friend  to  the  noble  lord,  and 
that  he  had  repeated  and  convinc¬ 
ing  proofs,  that  the  noble  lord  was 
not  his  friend.  The  time  was  not 
yet  arrived,  he  faid,  when  it  would 
be  proper  to  make  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  tranfariion  public. 
But  if  the  noble  lord  did  not  do 
him  juftice,  he  would  ftate  the 
particulars  to  the  houfe  ;  and  he 
would  fubmit  to  them,  how  far  he 
was  bound  to  remain  in  a  situ¬ 
ation,  where  a  performance  of  the 
duties  annexed  to  it,  fubjeried  him 
to  grofs  and  flagrant  injury. 

The  minifter  equally  pleaded 
ignorance  and  innocence,  accom¬ 
panied  with  no  fmall  degree  of 
furprize  at  the  charge.  Enquiry, 
explanation,  and  talking  the  fub- 
jeri  over,  inftead  of  mollifying 
matters,  only  ferved  to  blow  them 
up  to  a  flame  ;  and  at:  length  in¬ 
duced  the  fpeaker  to  depart  from 
his  preceding  avowed  intention, 
of  refervmg  for  future  contingen¬ 
cies,  his  difclofure  of  the  caufe  of 
complaint. 

Fie  accordingly  Hated,  that  upon 
the  death  of  the  late  fpeaker,  he 
had  been  ftrongly  folicited  by  the 
then-minifter  (Duke  of  Grafton) 
to  accept  of  his  prefent  honourable 
fituation,  before  he  could  bring 
himfelf  to  a  compliance.  That 
befldes  his  fenfe  of  the  great 
weight  of  the  important  duties 
which  he  was  to  difcharge  in  his 
prefent  office,  there  were  other 
very  cogent  motives  which  ope¬ 
rated  to  this  reluriance..  It  could 
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heither  be  deemed  arrogance  or 
vanity  in  him  to  fay,  when  his 
character  at  the  bar,  his  handing, 
and  his  general  pre tendons  were 
confidered,  that  he  was  then  at 
the  head  of  his  profelfion  as  a 
common  lawyer.  The  honours  of 
his  profeffion  were  accordingly 
open  to  him;  and  he  was  deter¬ 
mined  notT.to  relinquish  his  claim 
to  thefe  upon  any  account  what¬ 
ever.  The  nobleman  then  at  the 
head  of  administration  wifhed  to 
remove  this  objection  ;  and  pre¬ 
vailed  on  a  gentleman,  then  pre- 
fent,  and  in  high  office,  to  nego¬ 
tiate  the  bulinefs.  The  terms 
concluded  upon  were,  that  until 
he  could  be  provided  for  in  the 
way  of  his  profeffion,  (that  Sti¬ 
pulation  taking  place  of  all  others, 
and  confequently,  that  whenever 
an  opportunity  offered,  the  way 
Should  be  kept  open  for  his  return/ 
to  WcStminSter  Hall)  he  Should 
hold  the  Sinecure  office  of  lord 
chief  juStice  in  Eyre,  which  he 
now  poffeffed,  as  an  equivalent, 
and  compenfation,  for  the  advan¬ 
tages  he  had  given  up,  and  the 
duties  which  he  was  to  under¬ 
take. 

But  notwithstanding  this  com- 

O 

pa£t,  he  had  lately  difeovered,  to 
his  infinite  furprize,  that  a  ne- 
gociation  was  in  train,  between 
the  noble  minister  then  prefent, 
and  the  chief  judge  of  one  of  the 
courts,  by  which  the  latter  was 
to  retire  on  a  pension,  for  the 
purpofe  of  appointing  another 
perfon  (a  law  officer  then  like- 
wife  prefent)  to  fupply  his  place, 
and  to  the  utter  fubverfion  of  his 
own  claim.  He  fcarcely  com¬ 
plained  lefs  of  the  conduct  and  be¬ 
haviour  of  the  minister,  upon  his 
perl'onal  application  to  him  on  the 
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fubjeft,  than  he  did  of  the  fup- 
pofed  injury  of  the  tranfa&ion* 
He  affured  the  committee,  that 
he  never  meant  to  challenge  their 

.  a  O 

attention,  upon  any  fu bjeft  mere¬ 
ly  perfonal  to  himfelf ;  but  think¬ 
ing  at  all  times,  that  nothing 
Should  be  kept  more  pure  and 
unpolluted,  than  the  fountains  of 
juftice,  he  could  not  but  feel 
when  any  meafure  was  adopted  i 
under  whatever  pretext,  that  might 
afford  even  colour  for  a  fufpicion 
of  their  being  corrupted  ;  or  that 
any  improper  means  were  reforted 
to,  for  rendering  the  courts  of 
juftice  fubfervient  to  party,  and 
to  factious  views  ;  he  therefore 
thought  it  a  duty  highly  incum¬ 
bent  upon  him,  to  take  notice  of 
the  prefent  trail  fa <ftion.  He  con¬ 
cluded  by  afferting,  that  money 
had  been  propofed  to  be  given 
and  received,  to  bring  about  the 
arrangement  he  had  mentioned  ; 
and  pledged  himfelf  to  the  houfe, 
that  at  a  proper  time,  he  would 
undertake  to  pfove  it  to  their  fa- 
tisfaffiion. 

The  gentleman  in  office,  who 
had  been  alluded  to  by  the  fpeak- 
er,  with  refpedt  to  the  original 
t  ran  faction,  acknowledged,  that 
he  had  been  prevailed  upon  by  the 
noble  duke,  then  at  the  head  of 
public  affairs,  to  deliver  the  mef- 
fage  in  question ;  and  that  the 
particulars  appeared  to  him  to 
have  been  now  fairly  Stated ;  but 
as  far  as  he  could  charge  his  me- 
mory  at  this  distance  of  time,  he 
had  never  understood,  that  any 
of  thofe  particulars  came  regu¬ 
larly  or  properly  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  noble  lord  now  at  tiie  head 
of  administration. 

The  minister  declared,  that  he 
did  not  look  upori  himfelf  re- 
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fponfible  for  any  promife  which 
might  have  been  made  by  his 
p'redeceiTors  in'  office.  He  did 
not  queftion  the  account  given  by 
the  right  honourable  gentleman, 
of  the  conflderations  on  which  he 
had  accepted  of  the  chair  in  that 
ho ufe ;  but  he  could  fairly  an¬ 
swer,.  that  he  neither  knew  of  the 
tran faction  at  the  time,  nor  look¬ 
ed  upon  himfelf  as  bound,  when 
he  did  come  into  office,  by  any 
ffi.ch  promife.  With  refped  to 
the  fpeaker’s  affiertion,  of  a  ncn-o- 
ciation,  inch  as  lie  had  defcribcd, 
being  on  foot,  and  of  money  being 
propofed  to  be  given  and  received, 
he  muff  diffent  totally  from  it  as 
to  the  point  of  fad.  He  allured 
him,  that  he  had  been  groily  mif- 
iniormed;  and  as  he  was  himfelf 
accufed  of  being  one  of  the  a  ding 
parties,  he  was  entitled  to  fay, 
that  no  fuch  negociation  was  on 
foot,  as  that  which  had  been 
ftated. 

This  brought  out  much  warm 
altercation,  which  run  into  after - 
tion  and  dired  con  trad  idicn,  be¬ 
tween  the  fpeaker  and  the  mini- 
iler ;  and  which  gave  rife  to  fuch 
a  fcene,  and  with  fuch  perfon- 
ages,  as  never  had  been  exhibited 
there  at  any  former  time.  The 
fi r/t  law  officer  of  the  crown  in 
that  houfe,  who  had  been  alluded 
to  as  a  principal  party  in  the  ne¬ 
gociation,  difclafmed  the  imputa¬ 
tion  with  great  fpirit;  and  in  a 
fpeech  fraught  with  his  ufual 
(harp  and  pointed  eloquence, 
threw  out  no  fmall  fhare  of  feve- 
rity,  in  a  peculiar  ftrain  of  far- 
cai'm,  and  ironical  fatire,  upon 
die  complaint  and  condud  of  the 
fpeaker. 

Although  this  affair  made  a 
comiderable  noife  at  the  time, 
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yet  it  foon  died  away  ;  and  pro¬ 
duced  no  other  erred,  than  that 
of  affording  a  new  ground  of  ar~ 
gument  to  the  oppofition,  that 
the  alarming  influence  which  they 
charged  to  the  crown,  had  not 
only  pervaded,  but  diflurbed  the 
due  order  and  ceconomy,  of  every 
department,  of  whatever  nature, 
in  the  ftate.  In  the  mean  time, 
that  law  arrangement,  which  was 
now  charged  to  a  fuppofed  nego¬ 
ciation,  not  found,  or  admitted 
to  cxilr,  took  place  not  long  after 
in  the  fame  degree  and  effect, 
which  the  completion  of  fuch  a 
negociation  could  have  been  ex¬ 
pedited  to  produce. 

We  have  lately  feen  the  fevere 
ftridures  that  were  pafled  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  on  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  I’ullarton,  to  the 
rank  cf  lieutenant  colonel  in  the 
army,  and  to  the  command  of  an 
intended  new  regiment.  Some 
terms  and  expreffions  which  were 
ufed  on  that  occaflon,  having 
given  great  offence  to  the  gen  tin¬ 
man  in  queflion,  he  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  call  the  fubjed  up  in  his 
place,  as  a  member  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  before  he  entered 
upon  meafures  of  a  more  fummary 
and  deciflve  nature  for  the  obtain¬ 
ing  of  fat  isfadion. 

He  accordingly  took  no-  , 
tice  in  that  Houfe,  that  20tl1* 
his  charader,  and  his  condud  in 
offering  to  raife  a  regiment,  had 
been  reflected  upon  by  a  noble 
earl  in  the  other ;  a  matter  which 
had  given  him  the  greater  imeafl- 
nefs,  as  he  was  puzzled  how  to 
ad,  in  order  to  wipe  away  the 
imputation.  He  rofe  therefore  to 
explain  the  motives  of  his  con¬ 
dud,  and  befpoke  the  patience  of 
the  houfe,  as  he  felt  his  honour 
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wounded,  and  had  ardently  wifhed 
for  an  opportunity  of  removing 
the  bad  impreffions  of  his  con- 
dutl,  to  which  the  place  where 
the  reflections  were  thrown  out, 
was  likely  to  give  occahon.  That 
the  reflections,  as  he  underftood, 
were  extremely  grofs  ;  the  noble 
earl,  terming  him  a  clerk,  and 
in  the  molt  contemptuous  manner 
remarking,  that  a  clerk  ought  not 
to  be  trufted  with  a  regiment  ;  at 
the  fame  time  adding  to  that  re¬ 
mark,  other  inlinuations,  as  falfe 
as  they  were  illiberal. 

He  then  proceeded  in  a  Tile 
of  personal  inveftive  again  It  a  no¬ 
ble  carl  byname,  which  called  up 
Mr.  Fox  to  order,  who  exclaimed 
againlt  the  unparliamentary  con¬ 
duct,  of  thus  dating  what  was 
faid  in  the  other  houfe,  and  of 
thus  mentioning  peers  by  name, 
in  that ;  a  practice,  not  to  be  en¬ 
dured,  and  contrary  to  every  rule 
of  parliament.  After  dating  the 
impofllbility  of  their  knowing, 
whether  the  words  alluded  to  were 
really  fpoken,  he  proceeded  to  ar¬ 
gue  the  impropriety,  of  consider¬ 
ing;  what  was  faid  in  debate  as  a 
private  and  perfona!  attack.  On 
that  ground,  he  mud  once  for  all 
declare,  that  if  fuch  a  cuftom 
prevailed,  the  freedom  of  debate 
mud  ceafe ;  and  he  contended, 
that  the  mod  effential  of  ail  the 
rights  of  parliament  would  be  lod, 
if  it  were  once  admitted  as  a 
principle,  that  a  perfona!  affront 
was  intended  to  gentlemen,  when¬ 
ever  their  names  and  public  con- 
duft  were  mentioned  in  debate 
The  minider,  (who  had  him- 
felf  fmarted,  particularly  during 
the  prefect  feflion,  under  the  fe- 
verities'  of  the  noble  earl,  vvhofe 
name  was  now  in  quedicn)  ad¬ 


mitted,  that  it  was  certainly 
wrony,  in  cither  houfe,  to  intro- 
duce  the  name  of  any  member  of 
the  other.  There  were  feme  oc- 
cafions,  however,  which  would 


judify  it,  and  he  thought  the 
prefect  cafe  one  of  them.  After 
high  compliments  and  praife  to 
Mr.  Fullarton,  and  insinuating, 
that  he  had  gained  great  honour 
by  the  Spirit  with  which  he  had 
felt  and  relented  the  injury,  even 
fuppofmg  that  he  had  erred  in  the 
means  of  judifleation  ;  he,  how¬ 
ever,  recommended  to  him,  to 
treat  all  perfonal  attacks  with  in¬ 
difference  and  contempt.  To 
give  efficacy  to  this  advice  by  ex¬ 
ample,  he  informed  the  gentle¬ 
man  in  a  friendly  manner,  of  his 
own  conduct  in  fuch  Situations. 
Noble  lords  in  another  place,  he 


faid,  were  very  apt  to  be  perfonal, 
and  they  very  often  made  free 
with  him  felf.  Among  other 
names,  one  of  them  had  lately 
called  him  a  thing ,  The  appel¬ 
lation,  however  contemptuously 
meant,  was  certainly  truly  ap¬ 
plied  ;  for  he  undoubtedly  was  a 
thing.  But  the  noble  lord  had 
put  an  addition  to  it ;  he  faid  he 
was  a  thing  called  a  minider.  A 
moment’s  conflagration  convinced 
him  that  this  ousdit  not  to  be  re- 

1.  ) 

garded  as  an  affront,  becaufe  a 
moment’s  consideration  reminded 


him,  that  the  noble  lord  who  had 
dubbed  him  a  thing  called  a  mini - 
ft  or,  had  not  the  fmalleff  objec¬ 
tion  to  become  that  very  thing 
himfdf. 

This  advice  and  example,  had 
not  their  cffedl.  M  uch  altercation 
continued  ;  ftrong  words  were  Till 
ufe cl  ;  and  Mr,  Fullarton  defend¬ 
ed  himfelf  by  obferving,  that  the 
noble  ear!  had  attacked  him  by 
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name.  He,  however,  vindicated 
his  warmth  by  informing  the 
ho nfe,  that  the  earl  in  queftion 
had  afferted,  that  he  and  his  re¬ 
giment,  would  be  as  ready  to 
draw  their  fwords  againd  the  li¬ 
berties  of  their  country  as  againd 
its  foes. 

The  matter  did  not  end  there. 
In  confequence  of  a  melfage  from 
Colonel  Fullarton,  and  delivered 
by  the  Earl  of  Balcarras,  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  accompanied 
by  Lord  Frederic  Cavendilh,  as 
his  fecond,  gave  them  a  meeting 
in  Hyde  Park.  The  earl  being 
wounded  bv  his  antao-onift’s  fe- 

✓  O 

cond  ihot,  with  great  generality 
of  fpirit,  fired  his  own  pidol  not¬ 
withstanding  in  the  air.  But 
fome thing-  being-  afterwards  hinted 

O  #  O 

of  a  declaration  that  he  had  in¬ 
tended  nothing  perfonal,  he  re¬ 
plied,  the  affair  had  taken  ano¬ 
ther  train,  and  that  was  no  place 
for  explanation  ;  at  the  fame  time 
telling  his  adverfary,  that  if  he 
felt  any  refentment,  he  found  him  - 
felf,  notwithstanding  his  wound, 
able  to  go  on.  But  Mr.  Fullar¬ 
ton  difdained  the  idea,  and  hoped 
that  he  could  not  be  thought  ca¬ 


of 


pable  of  harbouring  fuch  a  fenti- 
pient.  — -We  are  not  fond 
dwelling  on  the  circumftances  of 
thefe  unhappy  perfonal  con  teds, 
which  had  arifen  from  the  vio¬ 
lent  and  difordered  date  of  the 
times  ;  further,  than  their  con¬ 
nection  with  parliamentary  hido- 
ry,  renders  absolutely  neceffary. 

March  Th*s  matter>  which 

ivi.ci.ibll  2«u»  1  1  •  TT1 

happen  eel  in  Hyde 
Park  early  in  the  morning,  was 
brought  forward  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  fame  day,  by  Sir  James  Low- 
ther,  He  obferved,  that  this 


manner  of  fighting  duels,  in  con¬ 
fequence  of  parliamentary  bull- 
nefs,  or  of  expredions  dropped  in 
debate  in  either  houfe,  feemed 
growing  into  fuch  a  cuftom,  that 
it  behoved  them  to  interpofe  their 
authority,  before  it  acquired  the 
force  of  a  fettled  habit ;  other- 
wife,  that  there  mud  be  ail  end 
of  all  freedom  of  debate,  and 
confequently  of  all  bufmefs  in 
parliament.  He  therefore  hoped, 
that  the  houfe  would  exert  itfelf 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  render 
the  two  recent  indances  the  lad 
of  the  kind.  If  free  debate  was 
to  be  interpreted  into  perfonal 
attack,  and  quedions  of  a  public 
nature,  which  came  before  either 
houfe,  were  to  be  decided  by  the 
fword,  the  Britifh  parliament 
would  he  at  once  reduced  to  the 
condition  of  a  polifh  diet.  In 
fuch  circumdances,  he  thought  it 
would  be  better  for  the  members 
totally  to  give  up  all  ideas  of 
parliamentary  difeufiion,  to  aban¬ 
don  the  fenate,  and  refort  at  once 
to  the  field;  where,  without  far¬ 
ther  trouble,  they  might  have  re- 
courfe  to  arms,  as  the  foie  arbiter 
of  political  difference  of  opinion. 

Mr.  Fullarton’s  friends,  befides 
palling  the  higlied  eulogiums  on 
that  gentleman’s  character,  hinted 
the  impropriety  or  indelicacy  of 
entering  at  all  into  the  matter  in 
his  abfence;  Sir  James  Lowther 
replied,  that  as  it  was  the  lad 
day  of  their  fitting  before  the 
Eader  recefs,  and  he  knew  the 
houfe  had  dill  much  nec.  ffarv  bta- 

j 

iinefs  before  it,  he  had  no  inten¬ 
tion  of  proceeding  any  farther 
then  upon  the  fubject  ;  hut  he 
conddered  the  freedom  of  debate, 
as  fo  immediately  involving  the 
very  exiftence  of  parliament,  that 

he 
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he  ihould  move,  immediately  af¬ 
ter  the  holidays,  that  the  honour¬ 
able  gentleman  might  attend  in 
his  place,  in  order  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  might  then  be  taken  into  con- 
fideration.  This  notice,  or  in¬ 
tention,  not  meeting  with  appro¬ 
bation,  and  it  being  objcded, 
that  fuch  an  order  would  convey 
Some  mark  of  cenfure  on  Mr. 
Fullarton’s  conduct  ;  Sir  James 
Lowthcr  concluded  by  declaring, 
that  he  was  indifferent  in  what 
manner  the  bnfmefs  was  brought 
on,  but  that  he  certainly  would 
bring  it  forward,  in  fome  form  or 
other,  at  the  time  he  had  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  he  wifhed  that  the 
gentleman’s  friends  who  were  now 
prefent  would  inform  him  of  his 
intention,  as  well  as  of  the  day 
whieff  would  be  in  future  fixed, 
that  he  might  have  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  attending  in  his  place. 

Some  other  gentlemen  in  oppo¬ 
sition,  went  farther  and  more 
particularly  into  the  matter,  than 
Sir  James  Lowther.  They  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  words  Spoken  by 
the  noble  earl,  were  in  the  ftriCteft 
fenfe  parliamentary  language. 
That  the  honourable  gentleman 
feemed  to  have  confounded  pub¬ 
lic  debate  with  private  conversa¬ 
tion.  They  drew  the  line  of 
distinction  between  both.  In  the 
latter,  the  object  was  the  happi- 
nefs  and  Satisfaction  of  all  pre¬ 
fent  ;  it  was  there  the  duty  of 
every  one  to  be  upon  his  guard, 
and  to  take  care,  that  he  let  no 
exprclfion  flip,  which  might  ei¬ 
ther  give  offence  to  any  indivi¬ 
dual,  or  diilurb  the  harmony  of 
the  whole.  In  public  debate, 
the  cafe  was  widely  and  effentially 
different.  The  very  means  and 
end  of  public  debate,  were  free 


difeuffion,  and  an  open  unreferved 
mode  of  agitating  every  fubjeft, 
to  which  the  queftion  under  de¬ 
bate  had  reference.  Without  that 
free  difeuffion,  the  queition  could 
not  be  agitated  at  all. 

A  gentleman  high  in  office, 
acknowledged  the  neceffitv  of 
preferving  the  freedom  of  debate ; 
that  public  meafures,  and  public 
men,  were  fit  objefts  of  difeuffion  ; 
and  that  if  any  check  was  put  to 
the  unreferved  agitation  of  Such 
topics,  parliament  would  be  of 
no  ufe,  and  might  as  well  be 
abolifned.  But  how  far  it  was 
warrantable  in  the  difeuffion  of 
public  matters,  and  in  the  allu- 
fion  to  public  men,  to  throw  out 
reflections  of  an  invidious  nature, 
and  to  treat  them  contemptuously, 
was  another  question ;  and  re- 
fpeCting  which,  every  gentleman 
muft  draw  his  own  line,  and 
would  aft  accordingly.  He  wifh¬ 
ed  therefore,  that  the  propofed 
enquiry  into  an  unfortunate  af¬ 
fair,  Should  be  entirely  dropped. 
That,  and  every  other  matter 
like  it.  Should  be  Suffered  to  reft 
undisturbed,  and  be  buried  in  total 
oblivion.  He  was  happy  to  hear, 
that  both  parties  were  Safe,  and 
that  no  affair  of  the  fort,  could 
terminate  more  to  the  honour  of 
thofe  concerned.  Why  then  Should 
they  interfere  with,  or  revive  it  ? 
No  means,  nor  no  authority,  could 
prevent  gentlemen,  who  felt,  or 
who  thought,  their  honour  injur¬ 
ed,  from  Seeking  and  obtaining 
redrefs  in  the  cuftomary  mode. — 
In  talking  of  the  two  recent  af¬ 
fairs,  he  Said,  they  were  matters 
which  every  man  muft  lament, 
but  which  no  man,  nor  no  Set  of 
men,  were  able  to  put  a  Hop  to. 
Out  of  this  great  evil,  however, 
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lie  thought  feme  little  good  would 
enise  ;  and  that  was,  it  would 
teach  gentlemen,  to  confine  them- 
felves  with  in  proper  limits;  and 
though  it  might  not,  and  he  hop¬ 
ed  it  would  not,  abridge  the  free¬ 
dom  of  debate,  he  hoped  it  would 
make  men  fpeak  in  parliament 
with  better  manners. 

Although  he  immediately  de¬ 
clared  that  he  intended  no  per¬ 
fon  alky,  whether  to  the  abfent  or 
prefent,  by  the  remark  which  he 
had  now  made,  and  acknowledg¬ 
ed  his  own  faultinefs  in  that  very 
refpedl,  yet  it  called  up  Mr.  Fox, 
who  thought  him  fell  glanced  at. 
Fie  obferved,  that  as  the  right 
honourable  gentleman  was  apt  to 
fpeak  in  a  loofe  and  carelefs  way, 
lie  might,  perhaps,  have  had  no 
particular  meaning  in  what  he 
had  faiti: ;  but  that  as  the  words 
feexned  to  point  to  him,  he  was, 
however,  under  a  necefilty  of  tak¬ 
ing  notice  of  them.  He  had  ad~ 
vaneed,  that,  he  hoped  what 
had  happened  that  morning,  and 
what  had  happened  before  of  a 
iimiiar  fort,  would  keep  gentle¬ 
men  within  proper  limits,  and  at 
leaib  teach  them  better  manners. " 
He  begged  for  one  to  fay,  that 
what  had  happened  to  himfelf  had 
not  taught  him  better  manners  ; 
nor  fhodld  it  ever  reftrain  him 
within  any  other  limits,  than 
thofe  which  he  had  chalked  out 
for  himfelf.  With  regard  to  the 
noble  earl,  who  had  been  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  affair  of  that  morn¬ 
ing,  he  did  not  believe  it  would 
teach  him  better  manners,  and 
for  this  reafon,  that  he  was  fare 
his  noble  friend  had  not  gone  be¬ 
yond  proper  limits  in  what  he 
had  faicl.  As  a  proof  of  which, 
JfC  >y&3  determined;,  that  when 


the  new  Ipviss  came  under  confi- 
deration,  he  would  then  object  to 
that  particular  regiment,  which 
his  noble  friend  had  objected  to  ; 
and  that  on  the  very  fame  ground 
which  he  had  taken,  viz.  becaufe 
the  perfon  appointed  to  the  com¬ 
mand  of  it,  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  a  fit  perfon  to  hold  the  com¬ 
mand. 

This  affair  happening  fo  foon 
after  that  of  Mr.  Fox,  and  being 
attributed  to  the  fame  caufes  and 
motives,  occafioned  no  fmall  de¬ 
gree  of  warmth,  both  in  language 
and  fentiment,  without  doors. 
Both  the  noble  earl,  and  that 
gentleman,  were  confidered  as 
martyrs  in  the  caufe  of  their 
country.  And  it  was  openly  faid, 
without  the  fmalleft  appearance  of 
covert  or  difguife,  that  when  an 
abandoned  and  malignant  admi- 
niftration  were  driven  to  the  lad 
and  defperate  refource,  of  em¬ 
ploying  that  part  of  the  united 
kingdom,  which  was  generally 
inimical  to  the  conflitution,  and 
to  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people,  in  order  to  curb  the 
freedom  of  debate  in  parliament, 
and  to  Tingle  and  pick  off  thofe 
tried  fupporters  and  affertors  of 
both,  who  were  neither  to  be 
bought  or  terrified,  it  was  highly 
time,  and  abfolutely  necedary, 
for  Englifhmen  to  unite  and  a  if.)- 

O 

elate,  as  well  in  defence  of  their 
common  rights,  as  for  affording 
effectual  protection  to  thofe  lords 
and  gentlemen,  who  hazarded  all 
things  in  the  fervice  of  their 
country.  The  public  addreffes  of 
congratulation  from  the  cities  of 
London  and  Weftminirer,  from 
feme  of  the  countv  meetings 
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which  happened  near  the  time, 
gud  from  the  committees  of  auh- 
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elation  in  others,  to  the  Earl  of 
.Shelburne  upon  his  recovery,  all 
held,  out  the  idea,  in  language 
more  or  lei's  forcible,  that  his  life 
had  been  endangered,  for  the 
faithful  and  fpirited  difeharge  of 
his  public  duty  as  a  peer  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  Some  took  in,  his  oppp- 
fmg  the  undue  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  fupporting  the  inte- 
refts  of  his  country  ;  and  one  coun¬ 
ty,  at  lead,  pad  a  vote  of  cen- 
fure,  declaring  the  late  attacks 
upon  Mr.  Fox  and  that  nobleman 
to  be  highly  reprehen fible. 

The  paft  failures  .which  he  had 
fo  repeatedly  experienced,  were 
not  able  to  overcome  the  co.ndancy 
of  Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke,  or 
to  prevent  his  bringing  in  another 
contractors  bill,  in  the  prefent  fef- 
fion.  The  prefent  date  of  things 
was  too  favourable  to  fuch  a  mea- 
l'ure,  and  the  minds  of  the  mini- 
iters  too  much  occupied,  with  mat¬ 
ters  dill  more  immediately  trying 
and  critical,  to  admit  of  anyeden- 
tiai  oppofiticn.  To  be  beaten  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  a  fecond 
time,  and  on  another  bill,  might 
be  ruinous  ;  and  the  defence  of  the 
contractors  would  have  been  far 
more  difagreeable  to  mod  of  the 
court  members,  than  that  of  the 
civil  offices.  The  bill  was  accord¬ 
ingly  read  the  third  time  and  pall¬ 
ed,  (  without  a  diyidon  in  any  part 
of  its  progrefs)  on  that  day,  on 
which  Col.  Fullarton  had  made 
h.is  complaint  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

On  the  fame  dav,  (March  20th) 
the  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke’s  bill,  for 
abolih.ii.ng  the  offices  of  treaiurcr 
of  the  chamber,  treafurer  of  the 
houfhold,  cofferer,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  faberdimue  places  apper¬ 
taining  to  them,  was  brought  lor- 
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ward  in  the  committee.  This 
brought  out  long  debates.  The 
one  fide,  feeming  to  regard  with  a 
kind  of  religious  horror,  every  ap¬ 
proach  towards  an  interference 
with  any  part  of  the  arrangement 
or  management  of  the  royal  ho  up¬ 
hold  ;  which  they  reprefented,  not 
only  as  a  mod  alarming  and  dan¬ 
gerous  innovation  in  the  confuta¬ 
tion,  but  as  a  direct  infult,  and  a 
kind  of  facrilege  with  reipcet  to 
the  perfon  and  dignity  of  the  mo¬ 
narch.  Here  at  lead,  faid  they,  a 
manifed  dedruClion  prefents  itfclf 
on  the  very  principles  of  the  re¬ 
ferences  themfelves.  This  is  not 
matter  of  public  arrangement. 
This  is  not  the  regulation  of  of¬ 
fice.  It  is  an  intrufion  into  the 
king’s  own  houihold.  It  is  break¬ 
ing  the  fences  which  are  rcfpedled 
and  held  facred  even  in  private  fa¬ 
milies.  Thefe  officers  are  the 
king’s  domedic  fervants.  The 
date  has  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
The  king  indeed  k  a  public  per¬ 
fon  ;  but  he  is  a  man  too;  and  if 
his  dignity  only  ferves  to  expofe 
him  to  iniults  that  would  be  into¬ 
lerable  to  a  private  perfon,  the 
monarch  and  the  monarchy  are  not 
only  a  pageant,  but  a  downright 
mockery ;  and  to  make  a  perfon  a 
king,  is  to  make  him,  not  the 
greated,  but  the  meaned  and  mod 
miferable  part  of  fociety.  This 
bill,  they  faid,  they  confidered 
from  the  beginning,  as  a  fy hema¬ 
tic  attack  on  the  conditution  ;  and 
every  part,  as  it  was  developed, 
proved  more  and  more  clearly  the 
tendency,  of  the  fcheme.  The 
quedion  was  not  therefore  on  the 
utility  cf  the  employments  ;  (on 
that  they  did  not  much  rely)  it  was 
on. the  power  of  taking  them  away 
-—which  if  it  may  be  done  by  par¬ 
liament. 
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liament,  the  king  has  nothing, 
hardly  his  perfon,  that  he  can  call 
his  own.  On  this  head,  they  en¬ 
tered  largely  on  the  fchemes  of  fup- 
P  lying  the  houfhold  by  contraft  ; 
which  they  reprobated,  as  mean, 
degrading,  and  vexatious  ;  and 
compared  rather  to  the  mode  of 
feeding  of  poor  in  workhoufes  and 
hofpitals,  than  to  the  fplendour 
and  magnificence  of  a  great  court, 
in  the  richeft  country  in  the  world. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mover 
of  the  bill,  and  the  reft  of  the  op- 
poiition  afferted,  that  the  idea  of 
Jnppofed  infult  and  indignity  to 
the  fovereign,  was  too '  abfurd  to 
defers/ e  an  anfwer.  Nothing-  was 
to  be  touched,  that  could  either 
affeCl  the  perfonal  fatisfadlion  and 
pleafures  of  the  fovereign,  or  a- 
bridge  the  fplendour  and  magnifi¬ 
cence  of  the  throne.  They  afked, 
whether  our  enemy,  the  French 
monarch,  had  fuffered  any  lofs  of 
reputation,  any  degree  of  degra¬ 
dation,  either  in  the  eyes  and 
opinion  of  his  own  fubjecls,  or  of 
the  reft  of  Europe,  by  the  prodi¬ 
gious  reform  which  he  had  fo 
ehearfully  made  in  his  own  houf¬ 
hold  and  expence.  He  adopted 
that  fcheme  of  (economy,  in  or¬ 
der  to  wage  a  great  and  vigorous 
war,  with  vaft  objects  of  policy  in 
view,  againft  this  country,  with¬ 
out  opprefiing  and  burthening  his 
people.-  Are  we  not  to  profit  by 
lb  immediate  and  ftriking  an  ex¬ 
ample  ? 

In  anfwer  to  the  houfhold  being 
the  king’s  own  ;  they  Hid,  that 
parliament  in  all  ages  had  conft- 
dered  it  in  a  different  light,  of 
which  they  gave  many  examples, 
in  the  reigns  of  the  Edwards, 
Henries,  and  in  that  of  James  the 


firft,  and  others.  That  if  the 
houfhold  could  not  be  reformed  by 
law,  no  effectual  part  of  the  in¬ 
tended  reform  could  take  place  ; 
as  it  was  full  of  offices,  by  which 
the  influence  propofed  to  be  re¬ 
duced,  was  chiefly  fuppc-rted.  The 
court,  conftituted  as  it  is,  faid 
they,  is  the  very  ftroug-hold  of 
that  influence.  The  king  is.  not 
degraded  by  being  furnifhed  by 
contraft.  He  is  io  furnilhed  al¬ 
ready  in  many  things,  though  in 
the  worft  way  ;  the  late  Prince  of 
Wales,  his  maj city’s  father,  was 
fo  furnilhed.  Even  now,  when 
the  court  intends  any  thing  worthy 
of  its  ftate,.  it  is  fo  fupplied  ;  nor 
is  there  anything  more  mean,  by 
being  fupplied  at  large,  and  on 
one  great  fcale,  than  in  fmall  and 
pitiful  details  ;  on  the  contrary, 
there  is  fomething  more  princely 
in  it.  With  regard  to  the  king’s 
living  in  a  ftate  of  dependence  on 
the  people,  the  mover  faid,  it  was 
the  very  cireumftance  of  his  dm- 
nity  ;  that  which  conftituted  him 
a  king  :  and,  inftead  of‘a  difgrace, 
was  the  higheft  honour  a  man  could 
arrive  at. 

Some,  who  wifhed  to  be  conii- 
dered  as  moderate  men,  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  propofed  reform  to  be  a 
matter  of  fuch  neceffity,  as  mull 
abfolutely  be  adopted ;  but  they 
did  not  approve  of  the  mode  of  pro¬ 
curing  it.  It  was  taken,  they 
faid,  at  the  wrong  end.  It  fliould 
come  from  the  crown,  and  not  ori¬ 
ginate  in  parliament.  The  only 
precedents,  they  faid,  for  fuch  an 
interference,  were  to  be  found  in 
times  too  dangerous,  to  admit  of 
the  example  being  copied  ;  they 
were  only  to  be  found  in  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  reigns  of  Edward -the  fe- 
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cond,  and  of  Richard  the  fccond. 
This  ground  was  not,  however, 
much  occupied. 

The  bill  had  been  fo  framed, 
that  quertions  arofe  upon  the  feve- 
ral  offices  of  the  houfhold  feve- 
rally.  The  treafurer  of  the  cham¬ 
ber  flood  firft.  The  framer  of  the 
bill  obferved,  that  from  the  turn 
of  the  debate,  he  apprehended  this 
would  be  the  laft  procedure  on 
any  part  of  it.  In  the  treafurer  of 
the  chamber  confuted  the  very  pith 
and  marrow  of  his  plan,  fo  far  as 
it  was  endeavoured  to  be  reduced 
out  of  theory  intopraftice  ;  it  was 
the  very  firft  office  of  the  houfhold 
which  he  had  fixed  upon  ;  it  led 

i  * 

the  way,  and  involved  all  the  reft  ; 
and  as  the  remaining  claufes  of  his 
bill,  for  the  moft  part,  turned  up¬ 
on  the  abolition  of  the  board  of 
ordnance,  the  board  of  works,  the 
mint,  and  other  boards  and  offices, 
which  were  arranged  under  the  de^- 
nomination  of  houfhold  ;  he  was 
under  a  neceffity  of  abandoning 
the  whole,  if  the  prefent  doCtrine 
was  eftablifhed,  that  tfye  houfhold 
was  to  be  confidered  as  facred,  and 
not  to  be  touched  in  any  one  part. 
That  finding  the  objections  of  ma- 
ny  gentlemen  tothecontraftfcheme 
(extremely  weak,  as  he  conceived 
them,  in  reafon)  ftrongly  adhered 
to,  he  would,  contrary  to  his  own 
cleared:  opinion,  for  practicability 
give  up  that  point ;  though  it  im¬ 
paired  the  unity  and  confidence  of 
Ills  whole  plan,  and  prevented  the 
reform  of  upwards  of  an  hundred 
offices,  many  of  them  considera¬ 
ble,  as  well  as  feveral  other  great 
advantages.  But  he  repeated,  that 
if  the  prefent  queition  was  carried 
againft  him,  he  should  conftder  his 
bill  as  gone  ;  and  concluded  by  de¬ 
claring,  that  he  would  not  conti . 


nue  to  keep  his  weak  and  difor- 
dered  frame  and  conftitution  on 
the  torture,  by  fighting  his  bill 
through  the  houfc,  inch  by  inch, 
claufe  by  claufe,  and  line  by  line  ; 
he  would  leave  it  to  the  people  to 
go  on  with  it  as  they  liked  ;  and 
they  would  judge  by  the  iffue, 
how  far  their  petitions  were  likely 
to  procure  redrefs  for  the  grievances 
they  complained  of.  * 

As  the  court  fide  wifhed  to  keep 
the  fubjeft-matter  of  the  bill  as 
long  as  poflible  in  agitation,  and 
thereby  keep  the  public  hope  and 
expe&ation  to  the  laft  in  fufpenfe, 
they  affeCted  greatly  to  refent  this 
declaration  ;  which  they  deferib- 
ed  as  being  highly  dictatorial,  and 
as  conveying  a  kind  of  menace  to 
the  committee.  They  argued, 
that  it  could  be  no  caufe  of  fur- 
prize,  that  in  a  bill,  which  took 
in  fo  great  an  extent  and  diverfity 
of  matter  as  the  prefent,  fome  of 
the  parts  ftiould  be  highly  excep¬ 
tionable,  and  others  equally  laud¬ 
able.  That  the  fame  principle 
did  not  apply  generally  to  the 
whole  of  the  prefent  bill ;  that 
on  the  contrary,  it  was  compofed 
of  a  number  of  different  parts  and 
claufes,  each  of  which  turned  up¬ 
on  fome  feparate  and  important 
point,  and  had  each  therefore  a 
feparate  principle.  That  it  was 
not  denied,  but  that  many  of  the 
principles  were  highly  laudable, 
and  might  probably  be  adopted 
with  advantage  ;  but  it  was  not 
from  thence  to  be  inferred,  that 
the  improper,  the  abfurd,  or  the 
impracticable,  were  to  be  equally 
received  and  adopted.  It  was 
furely  then,  a  ftrange,  and  an  un¬ 
fair  conclufion,  that  the  refufal  of 
the  prefent,  or  of  any  other  ex¬ 
ceptionable  claufe,  was  to  be  con¬ 
fidered 
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fideredas  a  rejection  of  the  whole 
bill. 

The  queftion  being  put,  after 
one  o’clock  in  the  morning,  on  the 
fir'ft  member  of  the  claufe,  for 
abolifhing  the  office  of  treafurer 
of  the  chamber,  it  was  loft  upon 
a  divifton,  by,  the  now,  coniidera- 
ble  majority,  of  21 1,  to  158.  The 
minority  upon  this  divifton,  were 
publicly  thanked  by  feveral  of  the 
comity  meetings.  This  fall  of 
numbers  was  accounted  for  by  fome 
late  manoeuvres  of  the  court ;  by 
which  fome  of  the  country  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  had  ufually  adhered  to 
it,  but  who  had  on  tire  popularity 
of  this  bill  gone  from  it,  now  re¬ 
turned  ;  and  a  fecond  change  be¬ 
came  manifeftin  feveral  others. 

Mr.  Burke  then  declared  his  to¬ 
tal  indifference  as  to  what  became 
of  the  reft  of  the  bill.  He  was, 
however,  roofed  into  his  wonted 
affivity  by  his  friend  Mr.  Fox,  who 
urged  the  expediency  of  going 
through  with  the  bill  to  the  very 
laft  ;  however  little  more  they  got 
for  the  people,  than  what  they  had 
already  gained*  it  (till  would  be 
worth  the  driving  for.  The  mere 
abolition  of  the  board  of  trade, 
even  if  nothing  farther  was  done, 
he  infilled,  was  worth  the  druggie ; 
for  as  he  was  determined,  and  he 
hoped  his  honourable  friend  would 
join  with  him,  in  renewing  the 
bill  from  feffion  to  feffion,  until  its 
purpofes  w6re  obtained,  fo  they 
would  have  feven  lefs  of  the  ene¬ 
my  to  fight  again  ft  on  the  next  en¬ 
counter.  The  fucceeding  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  claufe  were  according¬ 
ly  gone  through,  and  each  receiv¬ 
ed  a  negative  without  a  divifton. 

On  the  day  following  this  de¬ 
bate,  the  minifter  informed  the 
houfe,  that  the  Eaft  India  com¬ 


pany  not  having  made  fuch  propo- 
fals  for  the  renewal  of  their  char¬ 
ter,  as  he  had  deemed  fatisfadlory, 
he  fhould  accordingly  move  the 
houfe,  for  the  fpeaker  to  give  them 
the  three  years' notice  ordained  by 
a&  °f  parliament,  previous  to  the 
biffolution  of  their  charter,  that 
the  capital  dock  or  debt,  of 
4,200,000  b  which  the  public 
owed  to  the  company,  fhould  be 
fully  paid,  on  the  5th  of  April 
1783,  agreeable  to  the  power  of  re¬ 
demption  included  in  the  faid  act. 

Mr.  Fex,  and  Mr.  Burke,  op- 
pofed  the  meafure  with  wonderful 
fervour  and  animation.  The  firft 
afked  the  minifter,  whether  he  was 
not  content  with  having  loft  Ame¬ 
rica  ?  Or  was  he  determined,  be¬ 
fore  he  quitted  his  prefen t  fttua- 
tion,  to  reduce  the  Britifn  empire 
to  the  confines  of  thisifland?  Could 
he  point  out  a  fingle  good,  which 
his  motion  was  capable  of  produc¬ 
ing  ?  Was  he  blind  and  infenfible 
to  the  evil  and  danger  with  which 
it  was  fraught  ?  Why  iffue  a,n  im¬ 
potent  threat,  which  he  neither  in¬ 
tended,  nor  was  capable  of  carry¬ 
ing  into  execution  ?  It  was  ridicu¬ 
lous,  it  was  dangerous  to  threaten, 
when  men  dared  not  to  perform 
what  they  threatened.  Did  he 
wifh  to  behold  the  feenes  of  anar¬ 
chy,  confufton,  diftrels  and  ruin, 
which  his  idle  threat  might  proba¬ 
bly  produce  in  the  companv’s  af¬ 
fairs  and poffeilions  in  India?  Did 
he  think  that  houfe,  would  at  this 
time  of  day,  under  the  immediate 
preilure  and  bitter  experience  of 
paft  rafhnefs  and  mifcondudl,  wan¬ 
tonly  hazard  the  ample  revenues, 
the  refources  of  power  and  wealth, 
which  this  country  derived,  from 
the  trade  and  commerce  ©f  the  Eaft 
India  company  ?  Suppofing  even 

that 


HISTORY  OF  EUROP  E.  [157 

that  the  noble  lord  was  capable  of  know  .and  feel.  He  declared,  that 


carrying  his  threat  into  execution, 
and  really  intended  it,  was  he  ig¬ 
norant  of  the  heavy  lofs  which  the 
nation  mud  fukain,  in  the  mere 
article  of  paying  off  the  capital, 
in  the  prefer,  t  ftate  of  the  funds  ? 
Did  he  not  know,  that  although 
the  4,200,000 1.  carried  only  three 
percent,  yet  that  he  muft  pay  it  at 
par  ?  and  that  the  three  per  cents 
being  dovvn  at  fixty  in  the  market, 
the  public  mull:  neceffarily  lofe  a 
clear  forty  per  cent,  on  every  hun¬ 
dred  pound  they  paid  off?  If  a 
new  company  was  the  object  of  his 
fpeculation,  did  he  not  know  that 
the  trade  mull:  then  be  open  ?  that 
he  was  difabled  by  law  from  ren¬ 
dering- it  exclufive?  and  that  the 
prefent  company  would  kill  retain 
their  polfeffions,  ftrong-holds,  and 
fo  many  other  of  their  prefent  fu- 
perior  powers  and  advantages  in 
the  country,  as  mull  fpeedily  ruin 
the  new  adventurers,  if  any  could 
be  found  mad  enouo-h  to  become 

O 

1  uch. 

Mr.  Burke  feemed  unable  to  find 
words,  to  fill  up  the  reprobation 
which  he  wifhed  to  bekow  on  the 
propofal.  He  faid  it  was  more 
worthy  of  revellers  intoxicated  by 
liquor,  than  of  katefmen  in  a  fo- 
ber  fenate.  He  rejeflea  the  nar¬ 
row  idea  of  bargaining  with  the 
Kail  India  company,  as  if  we  were 
treating  with  an  enemy;  and  up¬ 
on  the  wretched  principle,  that 
whatever  was  not  fqueezed  out  in 
the  bargain,  was  to  be  conkdered 
as  fo  much  lok.  He  threw  the  fpe¬ 
culation  of  a  new  company  into 
every  point  of  ridicule.  He  was 
lure  the  miniker  never  ferioufly  in¬ 
tended  it.  The  thing  could  not 
be,  as  every  man  of  bu/inefs,  and 
acquainted  with  our  affair^,  muft 


if  it  were  poflible  to  adopt  it,  it 
would  turn  out  a  new  Mikikippi 
fcheme  ;  and  that  it  was  worthy 
only,  of  fuch  an  unprincipled,  a- 
bandoned,  bubble  projector  as 
Law.  He  did  not  doubt  but  in  this 
country,  therewould  be  foundmen 
weak  and  mad  enough  to  bite  at 

'«^y 

fuch  a  bubble;  but  he  aliened, 
that  it  would  burft  with  utter  ruin 
to  the  adventurers.  He  reminded 
the  houfe,.  that  they  had  loft  thir¬ 
teen  colonies,  by  the  rapacity  of 
the  miniker,  in  endeavouring  to 
obtain  a  great  revenue  from  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  and  he  warned  them  not  t» 
throw  the  Eak  after  the  Wek,  by 
being  again  led  into  another  reve¬ 
nue  chace .  That  this  wo ul d  pro ve 
as  idle  as  the  former ;  for  that  no 
money,  at  leak  no  immediate  fup- 
ply,  could  be  derived  from  thofe 
territorial  poffeffions  ;  which  were 
a  conlfant  bait  to  the  avarice  of  the 
court,  and  perlfaps  of  the  public. 

The  miniker  denied  that  his 
motion  was  a  threat  or  a  menace. 
It  was  meant  merely  as  putting  in 
a  legal  claim  in  behalf  of  the  pub¬ 
lic,  to  the  reverfion  of  a  right 
which  undoubtedly  belonged  to 

*  O 

them ;  and  at  that  moment  of 
time,  when  it  was  efpecially  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  claim  fhould  be  for¬ 
mally  made.  Gentlemen  did  not 
feem  to  recoiled!,  that  by  thelapfe 
only  of  a  few  days,  with  refpedt 
to  the  notice,  the  company  would 
neceffarily  gain,  and  the  public 
unavoidably  lole,  a  year's  poiTef- 
fion  of  thofe  advantages,  which, 
by  the  hipulations  of  the  law  that 
founded  the  agreement,  were  to 
revert  to  the  latter  at  the  conclu- 
lion  of  three  yeaes ;  leaving  it  in 
the  option  of  the  public,  on  re¬ 
ceiving  proper  fatisfadlion  from 

the 
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the  company,  to  grant,  by  a  new 
charter,  a  renewal  of  their  leafe. 
This  was  all  that  the  motion  tend¬ 
ed  to.  It  precluded  no  propor¬ 
tions  which  might  hereafter  be 
made  by  the  company,  nor  it  laid 
no  reftrainton  parliament  from  ac¬ 
cepting  of  any  which  it  approved. 
It  merely  went  to  prevent  a  year  of 
the  public  right  to  the  reversion  of 
the  company’s  trade  from  flipping 
away  without  any  compenfation. 

In  anfwer  to  thofe  gentlemen  on 
the  other  fide,  who  laid  that  the 
company  would  laugh  at  the  no¬ 
tice,  becaufe  they  muft  know  that 
it  could  not  be  ferioufly  intended  ; 
he  fhould  in  the  flrft  place  obferve, 
that  it  would  be  the  Eaft  India 
company’s  own  fault,  if  the  no¬ 
tice  was  carried  into  execution. 
But  he  would  not  have  thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  carry  away  the  idea,  that 
if  the  prefent  company  broke  up 
and  divided  their  flock,  the  pub  • 
lie  would,  as  a  neceflary  confe- 
quence,  lofe  the  revenues  ariflng 
from  the  trade,  or  from  the  terri¬ 
torial  acquifltions  in  India.  He 
trufted  there  were  means  of  fecur- 
ing  both  the  one  and  the  other. 
He  did  not  with  to  break  with  the 
prefent  company  ;  he  di  i  not  de¬ 
lire  to  drive  them  to  a  diflblution  ; 
but  the  company  ought  not  to  ima¬ 
gine  that  the  public  lay  at  their 
mercy.  The  public  had  aright  to 
look  for  great  refources  from  the 
company,  and  from  the  territorial 
acquifltions  in  India.  The  com¬ 
pany,  as  it  was  now  eflabliihed, 
he  acknowledged,  was  the  befl 
medium  of  drawing  home  the  re¬ 
venues  from  the  Indies  ;  but  if  the 
company  were  fo  unreafonable  and 
fo  thoughtlefs,  as  not  to  come  to  a 
fair  bargain  with  the  public,  a 
new  company  might  be  formed. 


and  fuch  meafures  adopted,  as 
would  prevent  or  remedy  the  evils 
threatened  to  the  revenue. 

Mr.  Burke  having  moved  the 
previous  queflion  on  the  minifler’s 
motion,  it  was  rejected  on  a  divi- 
fion,  by  a  majority  of  1423  to  68. 
The  main  queflion  being  then  put, 
for  the  fpeaker  to  give  notice  to 
the  Eaft  India  company,  of  the 
payment  in  three  years  of  their  ca¬ 
pital  flock,  it  was  carried  without 
a  diviflon. 

On  thelaft  day  of  fitting  before 
the  recefs,  upon  bringing  up  the 
report  from  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  of  the  new  and  very 
heavy  taxes,  which  were  then  to  be 
laid  on,  a  faint,  and  perhaps  ill- 
judged  attempt,  was  made  by  a 
few  gentlemen  in  oppofltion,  to 
defer  receiving  the  report,  until 
the  petitions  of  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land  were  heard,  and  their  griev¬ 
ances  redrefled.  A  motion  was 
accordingly  framed,  for  poftpon-  • 
ing  the  report,  until  the  7 ill  of 
April ;  and  Uotwithflanding  the 
appearance  of  thehoufe,  and  other 
infallible  indications  of  the  event, 
w&s  unaccountably  pufhed  to  a  di- 
viflon  ;  when  it  was  rejected  by  a 
majority  of  145,  to  37. 

During  thefe  feenes  of  conti¬ 
nued  and  doubtful  warfare  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  fome  tacit 
ceflation  of  hoftility  Teemed  to  pre¬ 
vail  in  that  of  the  Lords  ;  the  on¬ 
ly  public  queflion  that  was  brought 
forward,  being  a  motion  of  the 
Earl  of  E  fling  ham,  oil  the  10th  of 
March,  for  a  lift  of  all  places,  pen- 
flons,  and  employments,  whether 
for  a  term  of  years,  for  life,  dur¬ 
ing  pleafure,  or  good  behaviour, 
held  by  the  members  of  that  houfe. 
It  would  not  have  been  eafy  to 
have  found  any  new  grouilq  of  dp- 

bate 
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bate  uppn  this  fubjcft.  Much  of 
the  ground  taken  upon  a  former 
motion  of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne’s, 
which  excluded  lords  who  held 
places  or  penlions  under  govern¬ 
ment,  from  fitting  in  the  propofed 
committee  of  accounts,  was  now 
trodden  again  by  both  parties.  The 
farm  inj  urious  cenfure  was  now  laid 
to  be  thrown  upon  the  honour  of 
the  ho ufe  by  the.prefent  motion, 
which  had  been  before  charged  to 
the  former,  in  fuppofmg  that 
places,  pen fions,  or  emoluments, 
could  pofiibly  inliuence  the  public 


conduft  of  any  of  its  noble  mem¬ 
bers.  And  arguments  ilmilar  to 
thofe  which  we  have  already  lcen, 
were  ufed  on  the  other  lide,  to  lhew 
the  futility  or  abfurdity  of  that 
idea.  In  the  courfe  of  the  debate, 
fome  drift ures  which  were  paffed 
on  the  conilitution  of  the  Scotch 
peerage,  excited  fome  degree  of 
warmth  ;  nor  did  even  the  right 
reverend  bench  of  bifhops,  pafs 
entirely  fcot-free. — The  motion 
was  rejected  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  5 1  to  24. 


CHAP.  VIII. 

Arm y  efiimates.  Debates  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  new  corps.  Divifion,. 
Fjuejtion  carried.  Conjideration  of  the  petitions.  Great  debates  in  the 
committee.  Part  taken  by  the  Speaker.  Amendment  to  the  motion ,  pro - 
pofed  and  agreed  to.  Mr.  Dunning'’ s  amended  motion ,  carried ,  upon 
a  divifion ,  in  a  very  fidl  houfe.  Second  motion ,  agreed  to.  Third 
motion ,  by  Mr.  T.  Pitt ,  agreed  to.  Houfe  refumed.  Mr.  Fox’s  mo¬ 
tion,  for  immediately  receiving  the  report  from  the  committee ,  oppofed9 
but  carried.  Reflations ,  reported ,  received,  and  confirmed  by  the  Houfe. 
Mr.  Dunning’ s  motion  ( on  a  following  day )  in  the  committee ,  for  fear¬ 
ing  the  independence  of  parliament ,  agreed  to.  Second  motion,  for  dif- 
qualifiying  perfons  holding  certain  offices ,  from  fitting  in  thc.t  heufi ,  car¬ 
ried ,  upon  a  divifion ,  by  a  majority  of  two  only.  Mr.  Crewe’s  bill,  for 
excluding  revenue  officers  from  voting  on  the  eledlion  of  members  of  par¬ 
liament,  rejected,  on  a  divifion.  Great  debates  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords , 
upon  the  J'econd  reading  of  the  contractors  bill.  The  bill  rejected,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  confederate  majority.  Protefi.  Confequences  of  the 
Speaker’ s  illnefs .  Pofiponed  motion  of  Mr.  Dunning’ s ,  for  an  addrefs,  to 
prevent  diffolving  the  parliament ,  or  proroguing  the  prefent  j'ejfion,  until 
proper  meafures  jbould  be  taken  for  correcting  the  evils  complained  of  in. 
the  - petitions  of  the  people ,  brings  out  long  debates  ;  but  is  rejected  by  a 
confederate  majority ,  in  an  exceedingly  full  houfe .  Dijordcr  up  a 
Mr.  Fox’s  rifeng  to  jpeak,  after  the  divifion.  Nature  of  his  fpeech. 
Reply ,  by  the  minijler.  Great  debates  upon  the  clav.fe  in  Mr.  Burke’ s 
ejiablijhment  bill,  for  abolijhing  the  effee  of  the  Great  Wardrobe,  lAc, 
Claufie  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Succeeding  claufe,  for  abolijhing  the 
Board  of  Works,  rejected  upon  a  divifion.  Debates  upon  the  minijler’ s 
bill  for  a  commijfijn  of  accounts.  Clofe  divifion  upon  a  quefiion  in  the 
committee.  Bill  at  length  pajjed.  Debates  on  Colonel  Barre’s  motions , 
relative  to  the  extraordinaries  of  the  army .  Firfi  motion  rejected,  upon  a 
divifion ,  by  a  great  majority .  Succeeding  refiolutions  rejected.  General 

Conway’ s 
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Conways  bill ,  for  refioring  peace  with  America ,  difpofcd  of,  upon  a 
dPoifon,  by  a  ?notion  for  the  order  of  the  day .  Motion  tending  to  an  en¬ 
quiry,  into  any  requifti.cn  made  by  the  cvvil  magifrate,  for  the  attend¬ 
ance  of  the  military ,  upon  the  late  meeting  of  the  electors  of  Wefminfler. 
Various  chafes  of  Mr.  Burke' s  efi ablijhjnent  bid,  rejected,  upon,  or  with¬ 
out  dinjifions.  Recorder  of  London’ s  motion  hi  behalf  of  the  petitioners , 
rejected  upon  a  dins  if  on.  Mr.  Dunning' s  motion,  in  the  committee  of  the 
whole  hotife  Gn  the  confederation  of  the  petitions,  for  reporting  their 
own  two  reflations  of  the  10th  of  April,  ft  afde,  by  a  motion  for 
the  chairman  to  quit  the  chair,  which  was  carried  upon  a  dins  if  on. 
Meeting  of  the  Protefant  ajfo elation  in  St.  George's  Fields.  Sub - 
fequent  riots,  mifhiefs,  and  conflagrations .  Reflations ,  conduct ,  and  ad¬ 
journment  of  both  houfes.  Lord  George  Gordon  committed  to  the  flower. 
Speech  from  the  throne,  on  the  meeting  of  parliament  after  the  lade  dfl- 
orders.  Addrejfes .  Reflations  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons ,  for  quieting 
the  minds  of  well-meaning,  but  ill-in f ovine d  p erfo ns.  Bill  pafles  the 
.  Houje  of  Commons,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Protefant  religion.  Is  laid  by 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  Speech  from  the  throne.  Prorogation. 


.  * i  t  ef~\  N  the  fecond  clay 

April  5th.  (J  afte,  the  ,ecefs; 

the  army  eiti mates  being  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
a  motion  made  for  their  reference 
to  a  committee,  much  warm  de¬ 
bate,  as  had  been  expected,  and 
in  home  degree  announced,  arofe 
upon  the  fubject  of  the  new  levies, 
and  of  the  innovations  with  re- 
i'ped  to  rank  and  promotion, 
which  were  charged  by  the  oppo¬ 
sition  to  have  taken  place  in  the 
army. 

Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke,  frit 
brought-  forward  the  bufmefs  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  regiment,  which 
the  minilter,  as  Lord  Warden  of 
thofe  Dorts ,  had  raided,  in  a  great 

J-  y  n  O  / 

meaftirs,  if  net  entirely,  at  his  own 
expence  ;  and  to  the  command  of 
which  his  fon,  who  had  not  be 
fore  held  any  military  command, 
was  appointed.  This  regiment 
was  covered,  as  well  bv  the  cir- 
cumliances  which  attended  its  be¬ 
ing  railed,  as  by  the  declaration 
of  Colonel  North  himfelf,  in  his 
place,  and  in  his  frit  parliamen¬ 


tary  fpeech,  (a  eircumltance  which 
always  draws  a  particular  degree 
of  complacency  and  attention  from 
the  houfe)  that  he  neither  receiv¬ 
ed  any  pay,  nor  was  entitled  to 
any  future  rank,  fo  that  the  trou¬ 
ble  and  expence,  along  with  the 
honour  and  pleafure  of  fervinghis 
country  in  a  time  of  difficulty  and 
danger,  was  all  that  he  could  pof- 
libly  derive  from  the  command. 
But  what  particularly  faved  this 
corps  and  appointment  from  farther 
animadveriion,  was,  its  being  hat¬ 
ed  by  the  minilter  himfelf,  to  be 
only  a  regiment  of  what  is  called 
fencible  men;  a  term  before  un¬ 
known,  in  the  military  affairs  of 
England,  but  which  is  applied  in 
Scotland  to  a  fpecies  of  militia, 
(particularly  the  loyal  clans  of 
Argyiefhire,  who  were  original¬ 
ly  retained  by  government  as  a 
check  upon  their  difaffeded  neigh¬ 
bours)  whofe  terms  of  enliftment 
extend  no  farther  than  to  the  im¬ 
mediate  defence  of  their  country. 

But  the  debate  was  kept  up  af¬ 
terwards,  with  refped  to  other 

new 
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hew  raifed  corps,  and  with  no 
common  degree  of  animation  and 
fpirit,  by  the  principal  men  in 
oppofition.  Declaiming  in  ilrong 
terms  all  national  prejudices,  they 
readily  acknowledged,  that  Scot¬ 
land  produced  as  brave  and  as 
able  officers  as  any  in  the  world  ; 
but  whilll  this  was  freely  and 
chearfully  admitted,  they  abfo- 
lutely  denied,  and  Did  it  did  not 
admit  of  a  quedion,  that  either 
that,  or  any  other  country  in  the 
univerfe,  had  ever  exceeded  Eng¬ 
land  in  the  production  of  fuch 
men .  B ut  they  abhorred  all  odious 
comparative  difcuffions  of  the  me¬ 
rits  of  the  brave.  Their  object, 
they  faid,  was  ftrongly  to  con¬ 
demn  that  illiberal,  unconditu- 
tional,  and  dangerous  partiality, 
(hewn  by  the  prefent  miniders,  to 
one  part  of  the  united  kingdom, 
in  prejudice  to  the  other.  This, 
they  affected,  was  carried  to  a 
pitch  of  enormity,  unparalleled 
in  the  hiffory  of  any  other  coun¬ 
try,  excepting  that  of  a  conquer- 
re'd  and  fufpeded  people.  It  was 
likewife  the  more  particularly  dan¬ 
gerous,  they  laid,  as  the  natives  of 
that  country,  being 'debarred  by 
their  own  peculiar  constitution  of 
many  of  thofe  rights  and  immuni¬ 
ties  at  home,  which  were  inherent 
to  Englifhmen,  were  not  only  dif- 
pofed  to  make  light  of  privileges 
of  which  they  knew  not  the  va¬ 
lue,  but  were  likewife  apt,  and 
naturally  enough,  to  regard  them 
with  rather,  a  jealous  and  malig¬ 
nant  eye.  And  it  was  befides  a 
matter  of  fuch  public  notoriety, 
as  could  not  efcape  the  notice  of 
the  molt  heedlefs  obierver,  that 
the  natives  of  that  country  had, 
with  very  few  exceptions  indeed, 
been  violently  attached  during  the 
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prefent  reign,  to  the  fupport  of 
every  meafure  of  the  court  and 
miniilers,  however  dangerous  in 
their  nature,  defperate  in  their  de- 
fign,  or  ruinous  in  their  tendency. 
Could  any  thing  then  be  more 
alarming  to  the  people  of  this 
country,  than  to  fee  the  fword 
placed  almod  excluffvely  in  the 
hands  of  men,  who  were  avowed¬ 
ly  fo  inimical  to  their  conftitu- 
tional  rights,  and  public  liber¬ 
ties  ?  It  was  likewife,  in  a  nar¬ 
rower  view  of  the  queiiion,  the 
more  unreafonable  in  the  prac¬ 
tice,  and  the  more  pernicious  in 
the  effect,  as  it  was  peculiarly  cha- 
raderiftic,  they  faid,  of  the  natives 
of  that  part  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom,  to  be  more  fubjedled  to  local 
attachments,  and  to  violent  na¬ 
tional,  and  other  prejudices,  than 
perhaps  any  other  people  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth  ;  infomuch, 
that  it  was  a  fad  known  to  all 
military  men,  that  no  Englifh 
officer  could  live  in  any  regiment 
the  majority  of  which  was  Scotch-; 
whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  no 
Scotch  gentleman  ever  found  any 
difficulty,  or  felt  the  {mailed  un- 
eafmefs,"  in  living  in  a  regiment, 
moftly,  or  aimed!  wholly  Englifh. 

They  entered  into  a  recital  of 
fads,  to  fupport  the  charge  of  an 
unj  uffi  partiality  in  point  of  mili¬ 
tary  promotion.  However  invi¬ 
dious  this  talk  might  appear,  they 
felt  it  their  duty,  they  faid,  with  • 
out  the  fmalleft  degree  of  perlonal 
prejudice,  to  date  the  fads  to  the 
ho ufe.  tikur  fird  nobility,  Eng- 
lidi  gentlemen  of  the  mod  an- 
tient  and  illufcrious  families ;  fa¬ 
milies  particularly  attached  to  the 
conftitution,  and  to  revolution 
principles;  and  whofe  own  do(- 
ieffions  rendered  them  deeply  in- 
[L]  terefted 
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terefted  in  the  ’  fecurity  and  pro- 
fperity  of  their  country  ;  were  re- 
fufed  the  favour  of  railing  retd- 
ments  for  its  defence,  upon  the 
fame  terms  which  were  accepted 
from  unknown  men  ;  from  clerks 
in  office,  and  commit .  Among 
other  names  brought  forward  as 
infiances  upon  this  charge,  were 
thpfe  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  and 
©f  his  brother  the  late  Major 
Stanley,  What  rewards,  they 
afked,  had  finch  diftinguifhed  offi¬ 
cers  as  the  Colonels  Meadowes  and 
Mu  (grave  received,  for  their  emi¬ 
nent  fcr vices  ?  None  other,  than 
wounds,  and  conllitutious  broken 
and  ruined,  in  climates  unfavour¬ 
able  to  the  human  fpecies !  Was 
either  of  them  offered  a  new  regi¬ 
ment?  Or  would  either  of  them 
have  declined  the  offer  ?  The  Earl 
of  Harrington,  who  had  dedicat¬ 
ed  his  life  and  fortune  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country,  and  who  had 
painfully  earned  in  the  field  every 
hep  of  his  rank,  was  now  fent  to 
the  Well  Indies,  and  de dined  to 
obey  the  commands  of  a  man,  who 
was.  the  other  day  a  half-pay  fu- 
haltern.  Would  that  nobleman, 
or  would  his  brother.  Major  Stan¬ 
hope,  have  refilled  to  raife  regi¬ 
ments,  on  the  conditions  which 
were  annexed  with  them  to  men 
•who  had  never  feen  any  fervice  ? 
On  the  contrary.  Major  Stanhope 
had  'made  the  proposal,  and  was 
rejected;  he  alfo  had  a  particular 
natural  inhered  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  which  now  affords  the 
■head  quarters  for  the  enlifting  and 
forming  of  a  regiment,  by  a  man 
whole  name  was  never  before  heard 
of  in  the  county.  For,  they  faid, 
to  render  the  farce  more  truly  ri¬ 
diculous  on  the  fide  of  miniders, 
or  as  if  they  meant  to  burlefque 


every  rule  of  military  order  and 
decorum,  as  well  as  every  idea  of 
general  propriety,  thefe  new  men 
v/ere  allowed,  to  the  ruin  of  the 
recruiting  fervice,  to  raife  their 
regiments  in  the  heart  of  Eng- 
land ;  indead  of  their  being  fen  t 
on  that  bufmefs,  as  was  naturally 
to  be  expedled,  to  the  part  of  the 
united  kingdom,  where  their  in- 
tereds  and  connections  might  be 
•  fuppofed  to  lie.  So  that,  by  this 
new  and  unparalleled  manage¬ 
ment,  they  were,  in  fact,  Englifh 
regiments  totally  commanded  by 
Scotch  officers  ;  as  if  this  country 
had  not  produced  men,  who  were 
qualified  for  the  condudt  of  its  own 
forces. 

They  did  not  with,  they  faid,. 
to  redrain  the  gentlemen  of  that 
country  from  their  full  fnare  of 
military  rank  and  command ;  they 
even  threw  no  perfona!  blame  on 
thofe  who  were  gratified  with 
more.  Their  objedt  of  reproba¬ 
tion  was,  the  undue  preference 
given  by  miniders,  to  one  part  of 
the  united  kingdom  in  prejudice 
to  the  other.  They  deteded  all 
partiality.  They  would  equally 
oppofe  and  condemn,  a  fouthern 
as  a  northern,  an  Englifh  or  Irifh, 
as  a  Scotch  partiality.  The  thing 
was  in  itfelf  odious,  wherever  it 
wras  found,  or  however  applied. 
In  the  prefent  date  of  public  af¬ 
fairs,  it  was  highly  dangerous, 
and  might  be  fatal.  They  wifhed, 
and  our  fituation  mod  urgently 
demanded,  that  the  three  king¬ 
doms  diould  be  adluated  by  one 
heart,  and  their  force  concentrat¬ 
ed  in  one  common  ar  m.  But  this 
could  never  be  obtained  or  hoped 
for,  whilft  government  itfelf  was 
the  fewer  of  difeord  and  diffen- 
tion,  by  the  partial  and  unjud 
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diftribution  of  thofe  favours,  with 
the  difpof.d  of  which,  for  pur- 
pofes  widely  different,  it  had  been 
entrufted  by  the  conftitutioni 
The  nature  of  the  fubject  con¬ 
fined  the  debate  on  the  other  fide, 
in  a  great  degree,  to  a  general 
denial  of  the  alledged  partiality, 
and  to  a  qualification  or  j  unifica¬ 
tion  of  the  particular  articles  of 
charge.  The  fecretary  at  war 
contended,  that  various  noble¬ 
men  and  others,  who  had  never 
been  in  fcrvice  before,  had  raifed 
regiments  in  the  laft  war,  and 
had  been  appointed  to  their  com¬ 
mand.  Being  called  upon  to  fpe- 
cify,  he  particularly  mentioned 
General  Frazer,  and  Gen.  Mor¬ 
ris.  He  produced  a  long  lift  of 
promotions  in  order  to  fhevv,  that 
the  charge  of  partiality  in  favour 
of  Scotch  officers  was  unfounded. 
In  regard  to  Colonel  Fullarton, 
(whole  corps  formed  the  great  ob- 
jeft  of  contention)  after  palling  the 
higheft  encomiums  on  the  private 
character,  and  public  fpiritof  that 
gentleman,  and  particularly  ap¬ 
plauding  the  liberality  of  his  offer 
to  government,  he  contended, 
that  when  gentlemen  of  active 
minds,  and  of  enterprizing  fpi- 
rits,  made  a  tender  of  their  abili¬ 
ties,  and  directed  them  to  parti¬ 
cular  fervices  of  the  firft  import¬ 
ance,  it  would  be  indefenfible  in 
government  to  have  refufed  their 
offers  ;  and  more  efpecially  fo, 
when  the  conditions  cn  which 
they  tendered,  their  regiments, 
were  much  cheaper  to  the  public 
than  thofe  of  others. 

The  noble  American  Secretary 
took  the  fame  ground,  and  fpoke 
in  the  hip-heft  terms  of  Colonel 

•  o 

JFullartcn’s  conduct  and  character. 
He  faid.  that  he  had  been  actuat- 
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ed  merely  by  pure  fpirit  and  zeal 
on  this  occafion  ;  as,  to  his  know¬ 
ledge,  he  had  given  up  a  much 
more  lucrative  employment,  in 
order  to  ferve  his  country  in  this 
arduous  and  critical  moment* 
No  inful t  or  injury  had  been  of¬ 
fered  to  the  fervice  by  accep  ing  of 
his  offer  to  raife  a  regiment.  It 
was  wanted  for  a  fpecial  purpofg 
cn  a  fudden  ;  a  vary  gallant  and 
advantageous  offer  was  made,  and 
at  that  time  there  were  no  other 
offers,  fo  that  other  men  could 
not  be  preferred.  Hints  were 
alio  thrown  out,  that  fome  parti¬ 
culars  had  come  to  his  knowledge, 
which  ought  to  give  him  a  pre¬ 
ference  ill  the  fervice,  to  which 
he  was  particularly  deftined* 

A  general  officer,  on  the  othei* 
fide,  obferved,  that  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Lieut.  Gen.  Frazer  to  a 
high  command  in  the  laft  war,  was 
not  a  military,  but  a  political 
meafure.  That  the  idea  was  a 
very  wife  one ;  and  the  effect  of 
the  meafure  equalled  the'  wifdom 
of  the  defign.  It  was  intended 
to  wear  away  the  inveterate  pre¬ 
judices,  which  feveral  of  the 
northern  clans  of  Scotland  had 
entertained  againft  government  ; 
and  it  not  only  effectually  rooted 
out  thofe  antient  animofiti.es,  but 
it  converted  the  moft  difaffected 
and  dangerous  of  thofe  people, 
into  excellent  regiments  of  hardy 
foldiers,  who  inftead  of  being  in¬ 
ternal  enemies,  fought  bravely  in 
our  fervice  abroad. 

Another  general  officer,  of  high 
military  rank  and  reputation ; 
who  has  not  been  engaged  in  any 
active  fervice  during  the  prefent 
war,  and  who  once  filled  a  very 
high  civil  department  of  the  ftate, 
declared,  that  he  fhould  not  oppoic 
[£J  2  ,  the 
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the  eftimate  in  the  grofs,  as  he  had 
no  objection  to  forne  of  the  new 
corps :  but  he  muft  oppofe  that 
particular  corps,  the  command  of 
which  was  given  to  a  gentleman, 
who  had  no  military  fkill,  and  no 
military  rank.  For  though  he 
highly  efteemed  the  private  cha¬ 
racter  of  Mr.  Fuflarton,  he  mull 
think  it  an  injury  to  the  army  that 
he  fhbuld  have  the  command  of  a 
regular  regiment,  when  there  were 
fo  many  veteran  majors,  who  had. 
the  joint  pretenfions,  of  wounds, 
experience,  and  fervice,  to  plead 
for  preference.  The  military  gen¬ 
tlemen  on  that  fide,  (  who  were 
thofe  only  that  fpoke  at  all  upon 
the  fubjecl)  obferved  in  general, 
that  it  muft  be  a  ftrangc  object  of 
enterprize,  which  a  regiment  of 
raw  recruits,  headed  by  a  leader 
totally  inexperienced  in  martial 
matters,  were  deemed  the  fitted: 
inflruments  for  carrying  through 
with  effect. 

The  reafon  given  by  the  fecre- 
tary  at  war  for  the  appointment  of 
the  new  colonel,,  viz.  his  active 
and  enterprizing  fpirit,  was  re¬ 
probated  on  the  other  fide  in  ra¬ 
ther  fevere  terms.  It  was  faid.  to 
be  a  direct  libel  on  the  whole  Bri- 
tifh  army  ;  it  was  no  lefs  than  fay- 
ing,  that  the  men,  who  at  prefent 
compofed  the  army,  were  defi¬ 
cient  in  thofe  qualities  of  enter 
prize  and  fpirit ;  and  were  accord¬ 
ingly  incapable  through  that  de¬ 
fect,  notwithflanding  their  mili¬ 
tary  fkill  and  experience,  of  un¬ 
dertaking  the  particular  fervice  for 
which  that  gentleman  was  def- 
tined  and  qualified.— It  was  like- 
wifi  replied  to  the  American  fe~ 
cretary,  that  it  was  lingular  .he 
fhouldrife  in  vindication  of  a  gen¬ 
tleman  who  had  not  been  at¬ 


tacked,  and  fay  nothing  in  de¬ 
fence  of  minifters,  again  ft  whom 
the  whole  flrength  of  the  de¬ 
bate  had  gone. — — The  reafon,  in¬ 
deed,  he  gave  for  the  appointment 
was,  they  faid,  curious.  No  other 
offers,  he  faid,  were  then  made— 
was  that  a  reafon  for  accepting 
this  ?  No  other  offers  for  that  par¬ 
ticular  provifion  could  be  made,  as 
the  nature  of  the  fervice  was  only 
known  to  the  gentleman  in  quef- 
tion. 


The  queftion  before  the  com¬ 
mittee,  was,  whether  the  fums 
allotted  in  the  eflimates  for  the 
railing  and  fupport  of  the  new 
corps  fhould  be  agreed  to.  The 
queflion  being  respectively  put  on 
Col.  Holroyd’s  dragoons,  and 
Col.  Humherftone’s  corps,  was 
agreed  to  without  a  divifkm.  But 
with  refpeCt  to  Col.  Fullarton’s 
corps,  the  committee  divided, 
when  the  queflion  was  carried  for 
granting  the  fum  propofed  in  the 
eftimate,  by  a  majority  of  102 
to  66. 

But  the  focceeding  A  •,  fith 
day,  was  to;  diltinguifh  r 
the  prefent  fefiion  from  every  other 
fince  the  revolution  ;  and  was 
likewife  to  lay  the  ground  for 
thofe  fubfequent  events,  which, 
brought  out  fo  much  immediate 
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bitternefs  of  reproach,  relative  to 
the  fluctuation  of  conduct  or  prin¬ 
ciple  in  no  {mail  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
and  which  have  finally  affixed  a 
charge,  at  leaft,  of  inconfiftency, 
which  will  not  fcon  be  worn  off, 
upon  the  character  of  that  parlia¬ 
ment.  That  day  was  defined,  by 
a  previous  order,  to  the  taking 
into  confideration  the  petitions  of 
the  people  of  England  ;  amount¬ 
ing  to  about  forty  in  number  * 
3  and 
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and  conveying  their  fentirftents 
and  names  in  fuch  an  immenfe 
quantity  of  parchment,  as  feem- 
ed  rather  calculated  to  bury  than 
to  cover  the  fpeaker's  tabic. 

The  bufinefs  was  opened,  and 
the  fubjedt  delineated  by  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning.  It  feems  aim  oil  needlefs  to 
add,  that  the  arrangement  was 
clear,  and  the  reprefen  tation 
ftrong  and  accurate.  He  obferved, 
that  independent  of  all  other  great 
public  objects  recommended  by 
the  petitions  to  the  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  of  parliament,  and  which, 
according  to  the  different  ideas  of 
the  various  claffes  of  petitioners, 
were  of  a  various  nature,  there 
was,  however,  one  great  funda¬ 
mental  point  on  which  they  all 
hinged.  This  was,  the  letting 
limits  to  the  increafed,  dangerous, 
and  unconftitutional  influence  of 
the  crown,  and  an  ceconomical 
expenditure  of  the  public  mo¬ 
ney.  For  although  t.hefe  feemed 
to  be  feparate  objefls ;  yet  they 
might  be  fairly  confolidated  into 
one  great  principle.  For  inftance, 
if  the  public  money  was  faithful¬ 
ly  applied,  and  frugally  expended, 
that  would,  in  its  effcftft,  reduce 
the  undue  influence  of  the  crown  ; 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  that  in¬ 
fluence  was  reltrained  within  its 
natural  and  conftitutional  bounds, 
it  would  immediately  reftore  the 
loxb  energy  of  parliament,  and  once 
more  give  efficacy  to  the  excrcife 
of  that  great  power,  of  feeing  to 
the  difpofal,  and  controuling  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money, 
with  which  the  conflitution  had 
particularly  invefted  that  hot! fe. 

He  took  a  fhort  but  accurate 
view  of  the  feveral  queflions 
which  had  hitherto  been  agitated 
upon  the  fubjett,  with  a  critical 


invefligation  of  the  different 
grounds  on  which  they  were  fup- 
ported  and  oppofed.  Mr.  Burke’s 
fcheme  of  reform,  held  the  Aril 
place  in  this  courfe  of  examination; 
which  he  deferibed,  with  refpeft 
to  the  labour  and  difficulty  of  the 
talk,  the  number  and  magnitude 
of  the  various  and  complicated 
oh j efts  which  it  embraced,  and 
the  heterogeneous  and  difeordant 
nature  of  that  chaos  of  matter, 
which  he  had  feparated,  reduced, 
and  by  a  new  arrangement  com¬ 
bined  in  fuch  admirable  light  and 
order,  as  one  of  the  flrft  efforts  of 
human  ability  and  genius ;  and  as 
equally  affording  an  inftance  of 
uncommon  zeal,  unrivalled  indus¬ 
try,  and  of  invincible  perfeverance. 
He  obferved,  that  this  fcheme 
was  partly  upon  the  plan  of  the 
petitions;  that  if  it  did  not  em¬ 
brace  every  thing  that  was  de¬ 
feribed  or  pointed  to  in  the  peti¬ 
tions,  it  contained  nothing  that 
was  not  confonant  to  their  letter 
and  fpirit;  nor  did  it  exclude  or 
determine  againft  a  fy liable  of 

their  contents.  - —  The  hiftory 

which  he  gave  of  the  original  re¬ 
ception  of  that  fcheme ;  of  the 
progrefs  of  the  eftablifnment  bill, 
and  of  the  various,  oppofition 
which  it  encountered,  unto  the  late 
defeat,  which  he  ccnfidered  as  its 
final  cataftrophe,  was  highly  cu¬ 
rious.,  interefting,  and  full  of 
keen  political  obfervation. 

With  refpeft  to  the  firft  article, 
Mr.  Dunning  drew  a  diftinttion, 
(not  very  honourable  to  thole 
whom  it  affefled)  between  the  ge¬ 
nuine  fenti merits  of  the  houfe, 
when  adting  from  their  own  imme¬ 
diate  feelings  and  perceptions,  and 
the  impreiiions  afterwards  made 
upon  them  from  without.  To 
[i]  3  the 
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the  firft  he  attributed  the  univer¬ 
sal  applaufe  and  the  high  eulo- 
giums,  which  Mp.  Burke’s  pro- 
poiitions  received  on  their  being 
iirft  opened  to  the  houfe.  The 
temper  and  difpofi’tion  which  af¬ 
terwards  appeared,  he  was  con¬ 
vinced  originated  out  of  that 
houfe  ;  and  would  never  otherwife 
have  prevailed  within  its  walls. 

For  after  fuch  general  approba¬ 
tion,  the  bill  was  let  down  foftly. 
Firft,  it  contained  feme  matter 
worthy  of  approbation,  then,  it 
was  doubtful ;  at  lad,  it  was 
fundamentally  wrong  and  danger r 
ouf. 

He  obferved,  that  in  the  courfe 
of  the  very  important  cor, ted  on 
different  parts  of  the  eftablifhrnent 
bill,  notwithdanding  the  dexterity 
ufed  on  the  other  fide,  fome  mat¬ 
ters  of  great  public  concern  were 
brought  unwillingly  out ;  and 
which  indeed  were  the  caufe  for 
his  entering  at  prefent  upon  the 
fubjpel.  Particularly,  in  the  dif- 
cuilion  of  the  fird  claufe  of  that 
bill,  for  abolifhing  the  office  of  a 
third  fecretary  of  date,  two  fun¬ 
damental  points  were  brought  into 
contrpyerfy.  It  had  been  affirmed, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  pot  too  great,  It  had  been 
after  ted,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  even  fuch  as  it  was  dated 
to  be  in  argument,  was  conditu- 
tional  and  nepe'ijfaiy :  and  it  had 
alfo  been  averted,  that  the  other 
point  infilled  on  in  the  petitions, 
the  enquiry  into  the  expenditure 
of  the  Civil  Lid  Revenue,  was  a 
bufluefs  not  co  pi  potent  to  that 
houfe.  After  taking-  notice  how 
the  rninidcr  fhrunk  from  the  con- 
ted,  when  it  was  ftrenuouily  endea¬ 
voured  cn  his  fide,  to  bring  the 
qgedion  forward  to  abide  the  deci- 
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flon  of  the  houfe  ;  he  obferved 
that  the  claufe  was,  however,  loft, 
under  pretence  that  the  office  was 
not  ufeleis,  or  if  it  was,  that  no 
evidence  of  its  being  ufelefs  ap- 
ppared. 

The  next  claufe,  he  fa  id ,  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  abolition  of  the  board 
of  trade,  was  oppofed  on  the  fame 
oftenfible  ground  of  its  not  being 
ttielefs.  The  minifter,  however, 
befides  the  oftenfible  ground,  main¬ 
tained  both  the  other  doctrines, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  not  too  much,  and  that  par¬ 
liament  had  no  right  to  controul 
the  Civil  Lift  Expenditure ;  but 
the  houfe  was  not  to  be  drove.- — - 
The  hoilfe  revolted,  and  the  claufe 
far  abolifhing  the  board  of  trade 
was  carried  by  a  final!  majoritv. 

The  next  claufe  of  the  eftablilh  - 
ment  bill,  Mr.  Dunning  oblerv  d, 
was  openly  oppofed  on  principle; 
and  that  principle  fupported,  in 
one  fhape  or  other,  by  a  great  ma¬ 
jority  of  that  houfe.  The  king’s 
houihold  was  deemed  facred ;  it 
was  not  to  be  touched  ;  a  diftinc- 
tion  was  made  by  fome  of  thofe 
who  gave  the  minifter  that  majo¬ 
rity  :  ufelefs  places  which  related 
to  the  functions  of  the  ftate,  they 
held,  might  be  abolifhed  ;  but  the 
king’s  revenue  for  the  fupport  of 
his  houihold,  was  his  own  perfonal 
revenue,  with  which  parliament 
neither  had,  nor  could  have  any¬ 
thing  to  do.-.—-  nr  That  decifion  he 
confldered  as  giving  the  death- 
wound  to1  his  friend’s  bill. 

The  next  attempt,  he  obferved, 
made  in  purfuance  of  the  petitions, 
or  in  compliance  with  the  wiflies 
of  the  people,  was  that  by  Col, 
Barre,  for  inftituting  a  committee 
of  accounts.  But  the  noble  mi¬ 
nifter,  he  laid,  after  freely  pro¬ 
ofing 
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ittiling  his  full  afliflance  to  the 
meafure,  well  forefeeing,  that  it 
would,  bring  out  many  things  ex¬ 
tremely  iricfome  and  unpleaf&nt  to 
kimfeT,  defeated  the  defign,  by 
■running  a  race  with  his  honour- 
able  friend  for  the  bill,  avd  {hatch¬ 
ing  it  out  of  his  hands,  where  it 
had  been  placed,  by  the  unanimous 
voice  and  approbation  of  that 
houfe.  He  heavily  cenfured  the 
manoeuvre  of  the  minifter  in  this 
b iilinefs,  both  as  it  ref.pe&ed  him 
in  the  character  of  a  gentleman, 
and  in  that  of  his  public  capacity; 
nor  did  he  lefs  condemn  his  fiubiti- 
tuted  bill  for  a  commilfion  cf  ac¬ 
counts,  which  he  deferibed  as 
being  totally  unprofitable,  if  not 
worfe. 

Two  other  efforts,  he  o'bferved, 
v/ere  made  tower  s  anfwering  one 
of  the  principal  obj  ects  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  by  leffening  the  influence 
ef  the  crown  in  that  houfe.  The 
one  was  Sir  George  Saville’s  mo- 
ti  n  for  the  pro  uclion  of  the  pen- 
, lion  lift;  which  was  excellently 
calculated  for  anfwering  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  but  which  he  had  the  mor¬ 
tification  of  feeing  defeated  like 
the  foregoing.  The  other  was 
Sir  Philip  Jennings  Clerke’s  bill 
for  the  excluflon  of  contractors ; 
which  had  the  good  fortune  cf 
being  carried  through  that  houfe. 

Thus,  the  whole  of  what  had 
been  obtained,  in  confequence  of 
that  pile  of  parchment  before 
them,  containing  the  fentiments, 
the  prayers,  and  the  petitions  of 
above  one  hundred  thoufand  elec¬ 
tors,  and  through  fuch  laudable 
efforts,  fuch  late  and  frequent  dif- 
cuffon,  and  To  many  arduous 
Aruggles  within  the  houfe,  a- 
mounted  only  to  a  Angle  clanfe  in 
the  eilablifhment  bill,  which  (land¬ 
ing  naked,  as  it  did,  could  be 
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considered  of  little  or  no  impor¬ 
tance  ;  to  the  minifter’s  runaway 
bill,  which  was  as  direct  an  infult 
to  that  houfe,  as  it  was  a  bare-faced 
mockery  of  their  conilituents  ;  and 
to  the  contractor’s  bill,  which  the 
friends  of  adrniniflration  predict 
will  itill  mifearry  ;  or  if  that  hope 
fhould  fail,  .openly  boaft,  that  fuch 
means  are  contrived  as  will  de¬ 
feat  ail  -its  purposes.  Such,  he 
faid,  was  the  manner  in  which 
the  dutiful  petitions  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England  had  hitherto  been 
treated. 

He  then  dated,  that  as  every 
other  means  had  failed  of  produc¬ 
ing  any  effect  adequate  to  the 
prayer  of  the  petitions,  he  thought 
it  his  duty,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  houfe,  to  take  feme  determi¬ 
nate  maaiure,  by  which  the  people 
might  know,  without  equivoca¬ 
tion,  what  they  had  to  trull  to, 
and  whether  their  petitions  were 
adopted  or  rejected.  To  bring 
both  the  points  contefled  between 
the  petitioners  and  minifters  fairly 
to  iflue,  he  fhould  frame  two 
p.ropoiitions,  abffra&ed  from  the 
petitions  cn  the  table,  and  take 
the  fenfe  of  the  committee  upon 
them.  He  meant,  that  they  fhould 
be  fhort,  and  as  lint  pie  as  poflible, 
fo  as  to  draw  forth  a  direct  affirma¬ 
tive  or  negative. 

He  then  moved  his  firft  propo¬ 
rtion,  “  That  the  influence  of 
the  crown  has  increafed,  it  increaf- 
ing,  and  ought  to  be  diminished. ” 
— He  fupported  his  motion  princi¬ 
pally  upon  the  public  notoriety  of 
the  fact;  and  difclaimed  feeki  g 
f  r  that  kind  of  explicit  proofs, 
which,  as  they  were  neceflary, 
were  likewise  eafily  obtained  in 
other  cafes  ;  but  which,  in  this 
being  im practical de,  it  was  of 
courfe  ridiculous  to  require.  The 
[Z,]  4  queftion 
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queflion,  he  faid,  muft  be  decided 
by  the  confidences  of  thofe,  who 
as  a  jury  were  called  upon  to  de¬ 
termine,  what  was  or  was  not 
within  their  knowledge,— -He  ob- 
ferved,  however,  as  a  collateral 
circumftance  of  evidence,  that  no¬ 
thing  lefs  than  the  moll  alarming 
and  corrupt  influence,  could  induce 
a  number  of  gentlemen  in  that 
houfe,  to  fuppcrt  the  minifter  by 
their  votes  in  thofe  meafures  within 
doors,  which  they  condemned  and 
reprobated  without.  That  this 
was  the  cafe,  and  within  his  own 
immediate  knowledge,  he  declared 
upon  his  honour  ;  and  added,  that 
though  he  was  not  himfelf  very 
fqueamifh,  nor  over-delicate,  in 
giving  his  opinion  upon  the  .mea- 
fures  of  adminiitration,  he  had 
never  indulged  himfelf  in  throw¬ 
ing  upon  them  fuck  fevere  epi¬ 
thets,  as  had  fallen  in  his  prefence 
from  the  mouths  of  members  a- 
broad,  who,  no t wi th dan d in g ,  fup- 
ported  them  within  thofe  walls ; 
nor  was  the  number  fmall,  for, 
but  that  the  talk  would  be  too  in- 
vicluous,  he  could  mention  no  lefs 
than  fifty  members  of  that  houfe, 
who  had  held  that  language  and 
conduct. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mini¬ 
vers  and  their  friends  contended, 
that  the  refolution  now  moved  was 
clearly  an  ab  draft  propofttion,-— 
The  learned  gentleman  had  de¬ 
clared,  that  he  would  not  inform 
the  houfe  what  further  meafures 
jhe  intended  to  graft  upon  his  in¬ 
tended  re  fora  lions  :  this  afforded 
to  them  all  the  properties,  and 
even  the  exaft  definition  of  an  ab~ 
draft  queflion.  There  were,  to  be 
fure,  in  fiances  in  the  records  of 
parliament,  in  which  ab  ft  raft  quef- 
tu  nz  were  iqoyed  and  agreed  to ; 


but  they  were  very  improper  ex¬ 
amples  to  be  followed  ;  and  in 
general,  even  in  thofe  cafes,  they 
related  to  fome  previous  proceed¬ 
ings  in  the  houfe,  fome  difputed 
point,  fome  fa bj eft  of  controverfy 
under  difeuffion,  in  which  the 
fenfe  of  the  houfe  was  particularly 
called  for.  When  this  happened 
not  to  be  the  cafe,  the  perfon  who 
propofed  to  the  houfe  to  vote  an 
abferaft  queflion,  having  a  pro- 
fpeftive  view  to  meafures  which 
were  to  be  engrafted  in  it,  was 
bound  by  the  nature  of  the  requi 
fition,  to  explain  what  thofe  mea¬ 
fures  were  intended  to  be;  other 
wife,  one  of  thofe  two  things  might 
happen,  either  that  the  houfe 
fhouiej.  vote  an  abferaft;  queflion  to 
no  manner  of  purpofe,  or  that  after 
having  agreed  to  the  leading  pro- 
pofltion,  they  might,  notwith- 
Aanding,  be  under  a  neceflitv  of 
rejecting  the  me  a  fure  to  be  en¬ 
grafted  on  it,  although  that  mea- 
fure  might  well  bear  a  ftrong  feem- 
ing  relation  to  the  antecedent  re¬ 
folution  ;  a  circumftance  which 
would  throw  a  difgraceful  appear¬ 
ance  of  inconflflency  and  abfurdity 
upon  their  proceedings. 

The  propofed  refolution,  they 
faid,  came  fully  within  thefe  pre¬ 
dicaments.  It  was  purely  abilraft, 
as  not  being  connefted  with  any 
one  meafure  whatever  ;  it  pointed 
to  no  remedy,  nor  was  it  appa¬ 
rently  deiigned  to  avert  any  evil. 
Many  gentlemen  in  that  houfe 
might  poflibly  think,  that  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown  was  really 
increasing  ;  others,  that  it  was  in- 
creafed ;  and  fome,  perhaps,  that 
it  ought  to  be  dimimifned.  Thefe, 
through  their  ignorance  of  what 
was  to  follow,  might  vote  for  the 
ab  ft  raft  propofttion  Amply  as  it 


HISTORY  o 

flood ;  and  yet  might  afterwards 
totally  difapprove  of  the  meafure 
with  which  the  learned  gentleman 
intended  to  follow  it  up;  whereas, 
if  the  meafure  of  correction  had  ac¬ 
companied  the  fit  (ft  of  abufe,  they 
would,  from  a  knowledge  of  its 
tendency,  have  rejected  the  quef- 
tion  in  the  abftrad. 

They  objected  to  the  total  want 
of  evidence  to  fupport  the  fads ; 
and  could  for  themfelves  anfvver 
that  they  were  wholly  unfounded. 
The  flig-hteft  view  of  the  date  of 

•  O  ^  m 

public  affairs  would  diredly  over¬ 
throw  the  whole  fuppofition.  Was 
it  a  time,  when  America  was  loft  ! 
it  was  feared  irretrievably  loft ! 
when  that  lofs  was  fucceeded  by 
a  war  with  France,  and  another 
with  Spain  ;  was  it  a  time,  after 
fo  long  a  feries  of  difappointments, 
untoward  events,  ill  fuccefs  and 
loftes,  and  all  the  unpopular  con- 
fequences  incident  to  fuch  a  date 
of  things,  to  fuppofe  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  was  in- 
creafed  ?  The  people  were  hea¬ 
vily  burthened  ;  they  fore  fa  w  an 
increafe  of  thole  burthens  daily 
approaching  ;  they  felt  the  lofs  of 
America  ;  they  were  aifappointcd 
and  out  of  temper  :  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances  to  talk  of  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  was  abfura  and  pre- 
pofterous. 

It  was  befides  argued  to  be  un¬ 
fair  and  unjuft  with  refped  to  the 
prefen t  adminiftration.  It  would 
appear,  they  faid,  if  the  prefent 
refolution  was  adopted,  at  lead  to 
the  people  without  doers,  that  this 
influence  had  originated,  and  was 
daily  increafing,  under  the  pre¬ 
fent  adminiftration.  This  implied 
a  cenfure  of  fo  fever e  a  nature,  as 
called  for  the  mod  found  and  fub- 
ftantial  proof  before  it  fhould  be 
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admitted,  much  lefs  eftabliftied  by 
a  vote  of  parliament.  For  if  any 
fuch  influence  exifted  at  all,  it 
rnuft  have  exifted  before  the  pre¬ 
fent  minifters  were  born  ;  but  the 
charge  was  not  accompanied  or 
fupported  by  a  Angle  argument, 
which  could  diftinguifti  this  admi¬ 
niftration  even  from  any  other  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefent  reign. 

They  farther  urged,  that  the 
prefent  mode  of  carrying  on  the 
government  of  this  country  had 
continued  the  fame  exaftly  from 
the  revolution  downwards ;  and 
unlefs  fome  proof  were  ihewn  that 
an  influence,  whatever  that  might 
be,  exifted  at  prefent,  different 
'from  that  which  was  fuppofed  to 
exift  in  former  times,  the  prefent 
vote  would  be  replete  with  dagger 
to  the  conftitution  ;  for  it  would 
tend  to  alter  that  fyftern  of  go-, 
vernment,  which  had  been  efta- 
blifhed  by  our  forefathers ;  and 
which  had  been  approved  of,  con¬ 
tinued,  and  confirmed,  by  feveral 
fucceeding  generations. 

The  aflertion,  as  to  the  repro¬ 
bation  of  the  meafures  of  minifters 
without  doors,  by  thofe  who  had 
fupported  them  within,  was  bit¬ 
terly  refented.  The  fact  itfelf 
feemed  to  be  doubted,  as  much  as 
propriety  would  admit  of ;  and  a 
court  lord,  after  every  poftible  de¬ 
gree  of  execration  of  fuch  men,  if 
they  really  exifted,  called  upon 
them  to  quit  his  fide  of  the  houfe, 
and  to  go  over  to  the  other,  em¬ 
phatically  crying  out,  Go,  you 
worft  of  men,  be  your  hearts  and 
motives  ever  fo  corrupt,  preicrve 
feme  appearance  of  principle  and 
decency,  and  fupport  thole  prin¬ 
ciples  in  public,  which  you  ap¬ 
prove  of,  and  fecretly  avow,  in 
private,” 


The 
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The  fpeaker,  on  this  day*  took  a 
decided  part  in  fur- port  of  the  mo¬ 
tion.  He  obferved,  that  however 
irkfbme  it  was  to  him  to  take  any 
part  in  their  debates,  and  however 
cautious  he  was,  and  ought  to  be, 
of  obtruding  his  own  private  opi¬ 
nions  on  the  houfe,  there  were 
cafes,  and  he  confidered  the  pre- 
fent  as  one  of  them,  in  which  it 
would  be  criminal  in  him  to  re¬ 
main  filent.  The  queflion  before 
them,  he  laid,  was  of  infinite  cpn- 
fequence  to  that  houfe,  and  to  the 
people  at  large  ;  both  were  under 
the  greateft  obligation  to  the  learn¬ 
ed  gentleman  who  had  brought  it 
under  difcuffion  ;  and  however  it 
might  be  determined;,  he  was 
happy  in  the  opportunity  which 
it  afforded  him  of  difcharging  his 
duty,  as  a  member  of  that  houfe, 
both  to  his  condiments,  and  to  his 
country  in  general. 

He  denied  that  the  queftion  was 
iji  any  degree  ab draft ;  it  was  a 
qoedion  of  faft.  What  were  the 
fafts?  It  defired  the  houfe  to  re- 
folve  in  the  firft  indance,  that  the 
influence  of  the  crown  was  in- 
creafed  ;  who  would  doubt  the 
truth  of  that  faft  ? — That  it  is  in- 
creafing;  could  any  man  doubt  of 
that  either  ?  He  believed  not.  If 
there  was  any  fuch  perfon  prefent, 
he  was  fare  that  he  was  not  him- 
felf  that  perfon.  He  had  keen  fo 
many  inftances  of  both  fince  he 
had  the  honour  of  a  feat  in  that 
houfe,  as  fufficiently  judified  him 
in  faying,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  had  increafed,  and  was  in- 
creaflng.  The  petitions  on  the 
table  averred  the  fact  ;  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  houfe  to  fay  whether 
it  was  or  was  not  fo.  It  was  an 
allegation  which  called  for  no 
proofs  3  It  did  not  indeed  admit  of 


any.  It  could  only  be  known  to 
the  members  of  that  houfe,  and  they 
were  the  only  perfons  competent 
to  refolve  it ;  for  fuch  were  the 
circumdances  of  the  affair,  that 
if  it  were  even  proved  by  evidence, 
they  only  could,  know  whether  the 
evidence  was  true  or  falfe.  They 
were  bound  as  jurors,  by  the  con¬ 
viction  arifmg  in  their  own  minds, 
and  were  obliged  to  determine 
accordingly. 

He  appealed  to  the  feelings 
and  experience  of  gentlemen  who 
heard  him,  if  the  influence  of  the 
crown  had  not  increafed,  was  not 
daily  increafmg,  and  whether  it 
was  not  the  duty  of  that  houfe  to 
limit  it?  He  profeffed  himfelf  a 
friend  to  the  legal  conflkutional 
prerogatives  of  the  crown  ;  but  he 
contended  that  thefe  afforded  the 
only  legitimate  infl  uence,  which  it 
could  have,  or  ought  to  exercife  ; 
and  afked,  whether  it  was  not  a 
very  vain  and  idle  thing  to  limit 
or  mete  out  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  while  they  permitted  ano¬ 
ther,  and  much  more  dannerous, 
becaufe  a  concealed  influence,  to 
operate  in  their  Head. 

He  further  obferved,  that  the 
fpecies  of  government  eftabliihed 
in  this  country,  under  its  true  and 
proper  definition  of  a  monarchy  li¬ 
mited  by  law,  he  was  free  to  fay, 
required  no  other  ailiftance  f  r  the 
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exercife  of  its  functions,  than  what 
it  derived  from  the  confutation 
and  the  laws.  That  the  powers 
veiled  in  the  executive  part  of  go-, 
vernment,  and  in  his  opinion  wife¬ 
ly  placed  there,  were  ample  and 
fufticient  for  all  the  purpofes  of 
good  government,  and  without  any 
further  aid,  were  much  too  ample 
for  the  purpofes  of  bad  govern¬ 
ment  i  and  he  thought  himfelf 

bound 
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bound  as  an  honeit  man  to  declare, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown  had 
increafed  tar  beyond  the  ideas  of 
a  monarchy  ftrictly  limited  in  its 
nature  and  extent. 

Such  do&rines  and  opinions, 
coming  from  fuch  an  authority, 
could  not  but  produce  fome  eon- 
fiderable  effect.  The  fpeaker  like- 
wife  obferved  to  the  committee, 
that  it  might  poffibly  be  very  gall¬ 
ing  to  T.em  to  be  informed  of  their 
duty  by  the  Detitioners  ?  but  they 
fhduld  recollect  that  it  was  entire- 
ly  their  own  fault.  He  v,x.s  lorry, 
in  one  fenfe,  to  fee  tho'fe  petitions 
before  them  ;  becaufe  he  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  houfe,  confcious 
of  its  own  duty,  (hould  have  pre¬ 
vented  the  necelfity.  What  the 
petitioners  now  demanded,  (hould 
have  originated  within  their  own 
walls;  and  then,  what  now  would 
bear  too  much  the  appearance  of 
eompulfion,  would  have  been  re 
ceived  with  gratitude  on  the  one 
fide,  and  conferred  with  credit  and 
a  goou  gru.ce  on  the  other.  But  at 
any  rate  they  were  to  confider,  that 
they  were  then  fitting  as  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  and 
folely  for  their  advantage  and  be¬ 
nefit  ;  and  tiiat  they  in  duty  (food 
pledged  to  that  people,  who  were 
their  creators,  for  the  faithful  dif- 
charge  of  their  truff. 

The  Lord  A  dvocate  of  Scotland, 
jn  order  to  obtain  a  negative  to 
the  motion,  ropofed  tolfrengthen 
the  propciiti  >n  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as,  he  thought,  mud  of  neceffity 
occafion  its  reje&ion.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  moved  as  an  amendment  the 
following  words,  “  That  it  is 
now  neceffary  to  declar*. ,  '*  an  a- 
mendment  which  the  oppofition 
(undoubtedly  from  a  fenfe  of  their 
iijfength)  readily,  anq  perhaps 


unexpectedly  agreed  to.  The 
amended  quefion  then  flood 
tli us, — That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  committee,  that  it  is  now  ne- 
ceffary  to  declare,  that  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  crown  is  increafed,  in- 
creafmg,  and  ought  to  be  dimi- 
nifhed. 

The  committee  divided  about 
12  o’clock,  when  the  motion  fo 
amended  was  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  18  ;  the  numbers  being 
233,  who  fupported  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning’s  propofition,  to  215,  who 
voted  with  admin iflration  againft 
it.  Thus  the  miniffer,  a  fecond 
time  in  this  ielfion,  found  himfelf 
in  a  nunoriu  , 

Mr.  Dunning  then  moved  Ms 
fecond  propofition,  That  it  is 
“  competent  to  this  houfe  to  exa- 
i(  mine  into,  and  to  correct  abufes 
“  in  the  expenditure  of  the  civil 
“  lift  revenues,  as  well  as  in 
“  every  other  branch  of  the  pub- 
t(  lie  revenue,  whenever  it  fhall 
f*  feem  expedient  to  the  wifdom 

of  this  houfe  fo  to  do.” 

Although  the  minilter  requeued 
that  the  committee  would  not  pro¬ 
ceed  any  farther  that  night,  the 
queftion  was  notwithftanding  put, 
and  carried  without  a  divifion. 
But  the  new  majority,  after  the 
vexation  of  fo  many  years  labour 
in  the  ineffective  efforts  of  a  mi¬ 
nority,  were  novv  determined  to 
make  the  molt  of  the  advantages 
afforded  by  their  new  iituation. 
Mr.  T.  Pitt  accordingly  (who 
had  taken  a  molt  aCtive  and  fpi- 
rited  part  in  the  debates  of  the 
day)  moved  the  following  refolu- 
tion.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee,  “  that  it  is  the  duty 
“  of  this  houfe  to  provide,  as  far 

as  may  be,  an  immediate  and 
t(  effectual  redreta  of  the  abufes 

“  com- 
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<f  complained  of  in  the  petitions 
<c  prefen  ted  to  this  houle,  from 
*£  the  different  counties,  cities, 
“  and  towns  in  this  kingdom.5'' 

The  mini  tier  again  in  treat  ed 
and  implored,  but  with  no  better 
fuccefs  than  before,  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  would  not  proceed  any  far¬ 
ther  for  that  night.  No  ground  of 
argument  being  taken  again  ft,  nor 
opposition  whatever  made  to  this 
cencluflve  motion,  it  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  without  an  appa¬ 
rent  diffent. 

The  bufinefs  was  not,  however, 
yet  ever.  The  hoitfe  being  re¬ 
lumed,  Mr.  Fox  moved,  that  the 
refolutions  ihould  be  immediately 
reported.  This  was  oppofed  by 
the  miniiier,  with  all  the  force  he 
yet  retained,  as  being  unufual, 
violent,  and  arbitrary.  But  the 
torrent  was  too  ilrong  to  be  re¬ 
filled.  The  refolutions  were  feve- 
rally  reported  and  received ;  and, 
after  being  read  a  firfi  and  fecond 
time,  were  agreed  to,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  houfe,  without  a 
divifion. 

Such  was  the  complete  and  de¬ 
ceive  victory  gained,  in  behalf  of 
the  petitions  by  the  oppolition,  on 
that  extraordinary  and  memorable 
day.  The  exultation  and  triumph 
on  one  fide  of  the  houfe,  was  only 
equalled  by  the  evident  depreffion 
and  difmay  which  prevailed  on 
the  fide  of  adminiflration.  In¬ 
deed  the  appearance  of  things  was 
Sufficient  to  flrike  the  boldeit  with 
difmay;  nor  does  it  feem,  that 
any  propofition  could  have  been 
brought  fairly  before  the  houfe  on 
that  night,  which,  in  the  fpirit 
that  then  prevailed,  would  not 
have  been  carried  again!!  the  mi¬ 
ni  Hers.  When  the  nature  and 
the  tendency  of  the  qudiions  are 


confidered,  and  the  manner  ill 
which  they  were  carried,  is  atten¬ 
tively  viewed,  fcarcely  any  thing 
more  important  feerns  to  have 
been  fo  propofed  and  carried  fmee 

the  revolution.  The  fviiem  of  the 

* 

court  was  ill  a  ken  to  its  founda¬ 
tions.  Without  doors,  the  joy 
and  trumph  in  moil  parts  of 
England,  as  well  in  moll  of  the 
counties  that  did  not  petition,  as 
in  thole  that  did,  was  great  and 
general  ;  and  though  not  dis¬ 
played  in  the  fame  manner,  would 
not  perhaps  have  been  exceeded, 
on  occafion  of  the  moll  decifive 
viblory  over  a  foreign  enemy. 

It  can  be  no  matter  of  furprize, 
that  under  the  preffure  of  fuch 
circumflances,  and  pufhed  without 
mercy  on  all  iides  as  he  was,  the 
miniiier  fnould  in  fome  inftances 
be  thrown  off  his  guard  fo  much, 
as  toffhew  flrony  marks  of  indig- 
nation  and  refentment;  more  ef- 
pecially  when  keen  perfonal  re¬ 
proach  was  fuperadded  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  fenfe  of  misfortune.  This 
effebl  was  particularly  produced  by 
the  feverity  of  fome  flribture-s 
thrown  out  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt ; 
who  obferved,  that  there  could 
not  be  a  more  indubitable  proof  of 
the  enormous  and  deflruclive  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown,  than  that 
noble  lord  afforded  in  the  poffef- 
fien  of  his  prefent  office,  after  fo 
many  years  of  lofs,  misfortune, 
and  calamity,  as  had  already 
marked  the  fetal  courfe  of  his  ad- 
miniftration.  He  afked,  whether 
that  noble  lord  had  not  loll  Ame¬ 
rica  ?  Whether  he  had  not  fquan- 
dered  many  millions  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  money,  and  walled  rivers  of 
blood  of  the  fubjebls  of  Great 
Britain.  And  yet,  though  the 
whole  country  with  one  voice  cried 

out 
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out  aorain. ft  him,  and  execrated  his 

O  7 

American  war,  the  noble  lord  Hill 
held  his  place.  Could  this  pof- 
flbly  be  aferibed  to  any  other  caufe 
than  to  the  overgrown  influence  of 

o 

the  crown,  along-  with  that  dar- 
ing  exertion  of  it,  which  lets  the 
voice  and  the  interefts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  at  naught.  The  noble  lord, 
he  faid,  had  funk  and  degraded 
the  honour  of  Great  Britain  ;  the 
name  of  an  Englifhman  was  now 
no  longer  a  matter  to  be  proud  of ; 
the  time  had  been 'when  it  was  the 
envy  of  all  the  world :  in  had 
been  the  introduction  to  univerfal 
refpebt,  but  the  noble  lord  had 
contrived  to  fink  it  almoft  beneath 
contempt.  He  had  rendered  his 
countrymen  and  their  country  def- 
picable  in  the  eyes  of  every  other 

power. - It  muff  have  required 

more  than  a  common  ltock  of  phi- 
lofophy  to  remain  unmoved,  un¬ 
der  fuch  a  weight  of  inveflive, 
and  under  charges  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture. 

A  i  On  the  next  day  of 

pri  io  i.  bufmefs,  the  houfe  be¬ 
ing  in  a  committee  on  the  fubjedl 
cf  the  petitions,  Mr.  Dunning,  in 
purfuance  of  his  plan,  moved  a 
refolution  to  the  following  pur¬ 
port,  That  in  order  to  fecure  the 
independence  of  parliament,  and 
to  obviate  all  fufpicions  of  its  pu¬ 
rity,  that  within  feven  days  after 
the  meeting  of  parliament,  every 
feffion,  there  be  laid  before  that 
houfe,'  by  the  proper  officer,  an  ac¬ 
count  of  all  monies  paid  out  of 
the  civil  lilt,  or  any  part  of  the 
public  revenue,  to  or  for  the  ufe, 
or  in  trud,  for  any  member  of 
parliament,  fince  the  laft  recefs, 
by  every  perfon  who  ihall  have 
paid  the  fame. 

This  motion  was  but  faintly 
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oppofed;  the  principal  grounds  of 
argument  being,  that  the  com¬ 
mons  palling  refolution s,  which 
were  in  fadt  teds,  might  occaiion 
fonie  difference  with  the  other 
houfe;  and  the  old  dodtrine,  of 
the  indelicacy  of  fuppoiing,  that 
men  of  honour  and  charadter 
could  be  biafled  in  their  public 
opinions  and  votes,  by  the  confi- 
deration  of  any  paltry  emolu¬ 
ments.  Thcfe  were  however  over¬ 
ruled,  and  the  refolution  carried 
without  difficulty.  / 

Mr.  Dunning  then  moved.  That 
the  perfens  holding  the  offices  of 
treafurer  of  the  chamber,  treafarer 
of  thehoufhold,  cofferer  of  the  ho  uf- 
hold,  comptroller  of  thehoufhold, 
maker  of  the  houlhold,  clerks  of  the 
green  cloth,  with  all  their  dep u ties, 
be  rendered  incompatible  with  a 
feat  in  that  houfe.— Thus  avowed¬ 
ly  endeavouring  to  remedy,  fo  far  as 
it  could  now  be  done,  the  failure  of 
that  claufe  in  Mr.  Burke’s  eflab- 
liniment  bill,  which  went  to  the 
total  abolition  of  thofe  very  offices. 
This  motion  was  warmly  oppofed, 
and  brought  out  Tome  conffderable 
debate,  in  which  the  propriety  of 
place  bills,  with  the  feveral  quali¬ 
fications  and  exceptions  to  the 
principle,  were  much  and  ingeni- 
oufly  agitated.  It  was,  however, 
more  flrenuoufly  oppofed  in  aft,  in 
the  druggie  of  an  exceedingly 
clofe  diviflon,  than  even  in  argu¬ 
ment.  The  queilion  being  called 
for  at  a  late  hour,  the  motion  was 
carried,  in  a  very  full  houfe,  by 
a  majority  of  two  only  ;  the  num¬ 
bers  upon  a  diviflon,  being  215, 
to  213.  This  was  the  minifter’s 
third  minority.  However,  he 
leemed  to  gather  ftrength. 

Thus  far,  the  new  majority  had 
kept  their  ground.  Expedience, 

however. 
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however ,  Soon  taught  them,  that 
they  could  only  hold  it  on  certain 
queilions,  and  in  certain  feafons. 

The  fir  11:  check  they  re- 
J"  *  ceived  was  on  the  fecond 
reading  of  Mr.  Crewe’s  bill,  for 
excluding  revenue  officers  from 
Voting  on  the  eledion  of  members 
of  parliament.  As  this  bill  was  on 
the  fame  principle  with  that  which 
had  been  brought  forward  by  the 
late  Mr.  Dowdefwell  about  ten 
years  before,  the  ground  of  argu¬ 
ment  was  neceffariiy  the  fame  on 
both  fides  which  we  then  hated  ; 
with  this  addition  on  one,  that 
the  prefen t  bill  went  to  two  of  the 
great  objeAs  of  the  petitions,  to 
diminish  the  influence  of  the 
crown,  and  to  rehore  or  Secure 
the  independence  of  parliament ; 
the  oppofition  from  thence  con¬ 
tending,  that  the  houfe  was 
bound  by  its  own  late  determina¬ 
tions  to  Support  the  bill.  The 
debate  was  long,  and  the  queftion 
Strongly  argued  on  both  fides. 
The  one,  holding  out  the  injus¬ 
tice  and  cruelty  of  depriving  a 
great  body  of  men  of  their  fran- 
chifes,  without  any  crime  proved 
©r  alledged  to  juhify  the  forfei¬ 
ture  ;  and  the  other  infilling,  that 
the  bill  would  deprive  them  of  no 
Tranchifes,  for  that  no  revenue 
officer,  wdiilehe  continued  Such,  ei¬ 
ther  did  or  could  poiTefs  a  free  vote : 
So  that  inftead  of  injuffice  or  cruel¬ 
ty,  it  would  be  a  great  relief  to 
thefe  people,  as  it  would  fave  them 
from  the  hard  neceffity,  of  either 
voting  againll  their  inclination  and 
conference,  or  of  iofing  their 
places ;  the  bill  did  not  deprive, 
it  only  fufpended  the  officer’s 
franchife,  until  he  was  in  a  Situa¬ 
tion  which  would  admit  of  his  ex- 
ercifing  it  properly,  that  is,  with¬ 


out  re  drain  t ;  the  option,  either 
of  holding  his  place,  or  of  exercif- 
ing  his  franchife,  would  always 
lie  with  him  Self. 

The  bill  was,  however,  thrown 
out  upon  a  divifion,  about  ten  at 
night,  by  a  majority  of  224,  to 
195  ;  fo  well  was  the  houfe  attend¬ 
ed  at  this  time.- - The  illnefs  of 

the  Speaker,  on  the  following  day, 
occafioned  a  Sudden  ceffation* 
The  houfe  was  adjourned  unto 
the  24th  day  of  the  month. 

During  this  interval,  the  con- 
traAor’s  bill  brought  out  long  and 
very  considerable  debates  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords*  Upon  the  fe- 
cond  reading,  the  .  ..  , 

Duke  of  Bolton  ha-  AP‘U  *4“' 
ving  moved  that  the'  bill  fhould 
be  •  committed,  a  powerful  and 
determined  oppofition  on  the  fide 
of  adminiftration  immediately  ap- 
appeared,  in  which  the  Secreta¬ 
ries  of  Hate,  and  both  the  great 
law  lords  in  office  took  a  principal 
Share. 

The  court  lords  infilled,  that 
the  principle  of  the  bill  was  falfe, 
and  that  it  propofed  manifed  in¬ 
justice.  It  was  likewife  a  direA 
infringement  of  that  great  prero¬ 
gative  of  the  crown,  which  Sets  it 
above  all  controul  whatever,  in 
the  articles  of  making  and  con¬ 
ducting  war.  The  principle  was 
falfe,  in  fuppofmg  difhoneity  and 
corruption  without  any  manner  of 
evidence.  It  was  cruel  and  unjult, 
in  inflicting  punishment  without 
proof  of  criminality  or  guilt.  It 
would  deprive  a  refpeAable  body 
of  men  of  their  natural  rights,  as 

o  ' 

well  as  of  their  municipal  fran¬ 
chises,  without  the  fmallell charge,- 
or  even  pretence,  of  their  having- 
committed  any  aA  which  Could  in¬ 
cur  a  forfeiture  Indeed  it  reached 

t© 
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to  thofe  who  could  commit  no  aft, 
for  it  decreed  punilhment  to  men 
yet  unborn. 

With  all  its  other  enormities, 
the  bill,  they  faid,  went  to  the 
direft  fubverfion  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  by  depriving  the  people  of 
England  of  their  inherent  and  in¬ 
valuable  right,  of  chooiing  thofe 
per  foils  whom  they  trufted  and 
liked,  to  be  their  reprefen tatives 
in  parliament.  Nor  was  its  ten¬ 
dency  more  unjuft  to  individuals, 
more  injurious  to  the  prerogative, 
or  more  inimical  to  the  conftitu- 
tion,  than  it  would  be  found  per¬ 
nicious  to  the  public  ferviceof  the 
ftatein  time  of  war.  For  it  would 

< 

deter  all  reputable  merchants  and 
gentlemen  of  character,  who  had 
a  nice  fenfe  of  honour,  and  who 
were  not  difpofed  to  forfeit  the 
common  rights  and  franchifes  of 
citizens,  from  fupplying  our  fleets 
and  armies,  upon  any -terms,  with 
thofe  neceflaries,  which  it  would 
frequently  happen,  that  no  others 
could  furnifh.  And  at  any  rate, 
it  would  throw  that  bufmefs  en¬ 
tirely  into  the  hands  of  men,  who 
either  wanted  means  and  ability 
to  fulfil  their  contracts,  or  inclina¬ 
tion  and  honefly  to  fulfil  them 
properly. 

The  bill  indeed  provides,  that 
thofe  who  become  contraftors  at  a 
public  bidding,  after  25  days  pre¬ 
vious  notice  given  in  the  Gazette, 

O  a  * 

fhall  not  be  fubjeft  to  its  penalties ; 
that  is,  they  will  not  be  rendered 
incapable  of  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  But  the  circumftahces 
and  exigencies  of  war  are  frequent¬ 
ly  fuch,  as  to  require  the  greateft 
poffible  difpatch,  and  the  mo  ft  in¬ 
violable  fecrecy.  It  may  fre¬ 
quently  happen  that  the  lofs.  of 
half  that  time  in  providing  the 


ftores  or  neceflaries  which  were 
wanted,  would  be  attended  with 
the  moft  ruinous  confequences : 
and  fuch  a  public  advertisement 
would  befides  afford  direft  infor¬ 
mation  to  the  enemy  of  the  nature 
and  defign,  of  whatever  expedi¬ 
tion  or  enterprize  was  then  in  con¬ 
templation.  It  was  frequently 
neceffary,  they  faid,  to  provide 
for  future  as  well  as  prefent  exi¬ 
gencies  in  contracts.  Their  very 
nature  often  forbids  their  being 
public.  The  mode  of  public  ad- 
vertifement  now  propofed,  would 
likewife  enhance  the  prices  of  the 
commodity  .in  fuch  a  degree,  that 
the  executive  officers  of  govern¬ 
ment  would  be  incapable  of  car¬ 
rying  on  the  public  bufmefs. 

Were  then,  they  faid,  the 
gentlemen,  who  performed  fuch 
eminent  and  effential  fervices  to 
their  country,  as  the  provifion  of 
thofe  fupplies,  without  which 
fleets  and  armies  are  ineffectual,  to 
be,  for  that  reafon  only,  debarred 
from  ferving  it  in  another  manner, 
for  which,  by  their  fortunes  and 
abilities,  they  might  probably  be 
no  lefs  qualified?  Was  it  a  part 
of  the  fyftem  included  in  the  pre- 
fent  rage  cf  novelty  and  reform, 
either  to  banifh  the  mercantile  in- 
tereft  from  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  or  to  place  the  exiftence  of 
our  fleets  and  armies  in  the  hands 
of  beggars  and  bankrupts? 

They  reprobated  in  high  terms 
the  indignity  offered  to  the  hu¬ 
man  heart  and  underftanding,  in. 
fuppofmg  that  men  of  character, 
fortune,  and  fenfe,  would  forfeit 
their  good  name  and  reputation, 
and  facrifice  thofe  public  interests 
in  which  they  were  fo  deeply 
concerned,  by  proftituting  their 
votes  in  parliament  for  the  paltry 

eraolu- 
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emoluments  of  an  office,  or  the 
profits  of  a  con  trail,  either  of 
which  mu  ft  bear  a  very  diminu¬ 
tive.  proportion  to  the  value  of 
their  private  eftates,  which  were 
wholly  ftaked  in  the  welfare  and 
fecurity  of  their  country.  The 
vulgar  but  popular  prejudice, 
they  faid,  of  fuppofing  every  mi- 
nifcer  corrupt,  and  that  every  man 
who  has  any  contrail  with  go- 
vernment,  whatever  his  former  in¬ 
tegrity  might  have  been,  becomes 
likewife  corrupt  from  that  inftant, 
could  not  be  fufficiently  exploded, 
or  treated  with  too  much  con¬ 
tempt.  Who  could  be  fuppofed 
fo  bafe  or  fo  foolifh,  as  to  facrifice 
his  reputation,  and  his  perma¬ 
nent  interefts,  for  a  precarious  in¬ 
come  or  office?  But  if  it  were 
even  admitted,  that  a  few  fuch 
wretched  and  unworthy  charac¬ 
ters  might  poffibly  exifc,  would 
the  multiplying  of  penal  laws, 
eradicate  the  vices,  or  correcl  the 
enormities  of  mankind  ?  Had  they 
produced  that  effeCl  with  refpeCt 
to  gaming,  the  moft  de  fir  u  Clive  to 
a  ftate  of  all  vices  ? 

But  admitting,  what  was  very 
poffible,  that  fome  particular  per- 
fo ns  might  have  been  guilty  of  im- 
pofition  or  fraud  in  their  con  trades, 
ft  ill  there  could  be  no  occalion 
for  the  interference  of  parliament, 
much  lefs  for  agreeing  to  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  bill.— -The  laws  had  very 
wifely  provided  proper  punish¬ 
ment  for  public  as  well  as  private 
delinquency ;  and  the  courts  of 
juftice  were  always  open  to  due 
examination,  and  ready  to  enforce 
the  laws.  Such  matters  fhould 
therefore  be  left  by  parliament 
to  their  natural  courfe.  They 
might  poffibly,  if  there  were  fuch, 
come  ultimately  and.  properly  be¬ 


fore  that  houfe  in  its  judicial  ca¬ 
pacity.  But  at  any  rate,  the 
public  could  never  fail  of  obtain¬ 
ing  juftice  again  ft  the  offenders,, 
without  the  interpofition  of  par-* 
liament.  They  had  indeed  heard, 
both  formerly  and  now,  a  great 
deal  about  Atkin  fords  rum  con¬ 
tracts  ;  and  it  was  endeavoured  to 
bring  thofe  tranfaCiions  forward 
as  a  fort  of  evidence  in  fupport  of 
the  prefent  bilk  But  that  houfe 
being  totally  unacquainted  with 
the  circumftances  of  the  affair, 
could  form  no  opinion  at  all  upon 
it ;  if  any  thing  improper  appear¬ 
ed  in  thofe  trail  factions,  the  law 
would  take  due  cognizance  of  it, 
and  punifhment  would  neceffarily 
follow  conyi&ion .  A  great  law 
authority  threw  fome  light  upon 
this  fubjeCt,  which  had  been  fo 
often  brought  into  difeuffion.  But 
the  public,  he  faid,  could  be  no 
lofers  by  the  affair  ;  as  the  noble 
lord  at  the  head  of  the  treafury 
had  ftopped  the  money  overcharg¬ 
ed,  in  the  firft  hrftance ;  and  the 
matter  of  the  fecond,  was  now  in 
a  due  courfe  of  inveftigation. 

The  lords  on  that  fide  contend¬ 
ed,  that  there  were  many  other 
objections  of  great  weight  againft 
the  bill.  Particularly  with  refpeCi 
to  the  propofed  new  mode  of  con-* 
traCts,  they  obferved,  that  the 
moft  improper  men,  would  proba* 
bly  be  the  loweft  bidders ;  but 
that  there  was  ftill  a  matter  of 
greater  danger  and  mifehief  to  be 

O  O 

apprehended,,  which  was,  that  the 
enemv  might  fecretly  employ 
agents  at  thefe  public  biddings, 
merely  to  thwart  and  ruin  the 
public  fervice. 

They  fcarcely  combated  the 
bill  lefs  with  refpeCi  to  its  ob¬ 
jects,  than  its  principle.  Thefe 

were 
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were  two,  namely,  to  redore  the 
independency  of  parliament,  by 
dlminifhing  the  fuppofed  increas¬ 
ed  influence  of  the  crown,  and  to 
promote  ceconomy  in  the  expen¬ 
diture  of  the  public  money.  The 
fird  objeft,  they  contended,  did 
not  exiil,  and  therefore  could  not 
be  attained.  Could  any  man 
venture  to  fay,  that  either  houfe 
of  parliament  was  at  this  day  in 
a  ftate  of  dependence  or  Slavery? 
Or,  what  proof  could  be  given, 
that  the  influence  of  the  crown 
was  increafed,  or  increaflng  ?  If 
all  other  were  wanting,  the  paf- 
flng  of  the  prefent  bill  through 
the  other  houfe,  and  their  late 
boafted  refolutions,  would  afford 
the  moll  inconteftible  evidence  in 
both  refpedts  to  the  contrary.  But 
fuppofmg  that  influence  had  real¬ 
ly  exifled,  the  prefent  bill  was 
totally  inadequate  to  that,  its 
fir  11  and  principal  objedl.  The 
Second  object  indeed,  of  promot¬ 
ing  public  ceconomy,  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  worthy  of  the  highed  consi¬ 
deration  ;  but  this  bill  was  as  de- 
fedtive  in  that  refpect  as  in  the 
other  ;  and  thus  was,  in  fadt,  to¬ 
tally  incommenfurate  to  both  its 
objects. 

But  it  was  advanced  oil  the 
other  fide,  that  thofe  refolutions 
pafled  in  the  other  houfe,  were  to 
be  received  as  evidence,  and  even 
in  Some  meafure  to  influence  the 
condudt  of  that.  On  thefe  points, 
however,  they  mufc  totally  differ. 
They  could  only  conflder  thefe 
refolutions  as  the  opinions  of  233 
members  of  that  houfe,  and  per¬ 
haps  of  a  number  of  their  con- 
ftituents ;  but  they  could  by  no 
means  conflder  them  as  anv  abfo- 

J 

lute  proof  of  the  fadts  they  related 
to,  nor  even  as  the  fenfe  of  the 
Vol.  XXIII. 


people  of  England  at  large.  As 
little  could  they  lubmit  to  the  po¬ 
sition  held  out  on  the  other  fide, 
that  they  had  no  right  of  inter- 
ference  or  rejection  with  refpect 
to  the  prefent  bill,  from  its  being 
a  matter  of  donieftic  regulation 
which  related  merely  to  the  com- 

J 

mons  houfe.  This  they  combated 
on  two  grounds.  For  if  the  prel 
mifes  had  been  even  fairly  dated  , 
they  could  by  no  means  admit 
the  inference.  The  very  circum¬ 
stance,  that  the  bill  mull  of  ne- 
ceility  go  through  their  houfe  af¬ 
ter  it  had  pafled  the  commons, 
clearly  Shewed,  that  they  mull 
have  a  right  and  power  of  rejec¬ 
tion,  as  well  as  of  deliberation 
and  enquiry.  But  in  fadl,  the 
bill  was  not  merely  a  matter  of 
domeftic  regulation  ;  it  could  in¬ 
deed  anfwer  very  little,  if  any 
thing  to  that  purpofe.  It  was  oil 
the  contrary  a  great  queflion  of 
date.  It  included  in  its  embrace 
the  royal  prerogative,  the  conili- 
tution,  the  private  rights  of  in¬ 
dividuals,  and  the  public  rights 
of  the  people  at  large  ;  and  would 
befldes  ellablifll,  or  give  a  Sanc¬ 
tion,  to  quedions  of  dangerous 
import,  relative  to  the  fuppofed 
influence  of  the  crown,  and  to 
the  honour  and  independence  of 
parliament. 

A  noble  earl  in  high  office  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  time  was  fad  ap¬ 
proaching,  if  not  already  arrived, 
when  the  weight  and  importance 
of  that  houfe  mud  necefiarily  be¬ 
come  apparent  to  the  whole  na¬ 
tion.  They  were  placed  as  a  bar¬ 
rier  by  tile  conilitution,  between 
the  extenflon  of  power  and  prero¬ 
gative,  on  the  one  h  .nd,  and  the 
violence  of  the  people',  or  the  in¬ 
novations  of  the  commons,  on  the 
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other.  When  miftaken  notions, 
and  falfe  reprefentations  of  vir¬ 
tue  and  liberty,  -had  either  de¬ 
ceived  the  people  at  large,  or  the 
members  of  the  other  houfe,  it 
was  their  duty,  who  had  as  dear 
an  intered  in  the  conftitution  as 
either,,  or  both,  to  ftep  forth  as 
its  hereditary  guardians,  and  ef¬ 
fectually  to  controul,  reftrain, 
and  refill,  the  delirium  of  virtue, 
the  rage  of  innovation,  and  the 
madnefs  of  enthufiafm  ;  until  they 
had  brought  them  back  to  cool- 
nefs,  fobriety,  and  reafon.  That 
date  of  things,  he  conceived  at 
prefent  fubfilling  ;  and  the  noble 
lord  threw  out  fome  peculiar 
phrafes,  particularly,  that  the 
people  were  liberty  mad  that 
they  had  run  mad  about  public 
virtue — and  that  the  times  unfor¬ 
tunately  exhibited  nothing  but  an 
innovating  fpirit  of  alteration  and 
ideal  perfection,  internal  commo¬ 
tion,  caufelefs  discontents,  turbu¬ 
lence  and  diffention. 

The  lords  in  oppofition,  treated 
with  very  little  refpeCt,  and  in¬ 
deed  rather  contemptuoufiy,  many 
of  the  arguments  brought  again!!, 
and  objections  made  on  the  other 
fide,  particularly  with  refpeCt  to 
the  principle  and  juftice  of  the 
bill.  They  a  Iked  if  it  was  pofii- 
ble,  that  thofe  noble  lords,  who 
ieemed  now  to  be  fo  ilrangely 
alarmed  with  refpeCt  to  the  confli- 
tytion,  and  who  felt  fo  much  for 
fuppofed  public  injury,  and  pri¬ 
vate  injukice,  could  have  totally 
forgotten,  or  could  have  been  ig¬ 
norant,  that  the  whole  code  of 
election  laws,  whether  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  eleClor,  or  the  eleCted, 
all  the  qualification,  place,  re¬ 
training,  or  exclufion  laws,  were 
not  founded  upon  the  fame  princi- 
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pie  with  the' prefent  bill,  and  had 
not  produced  effects  exactly  cor- 
refpondent  to  thofe,  which  are 
now  held  out  as  objeCts  of  fo  much 
apprehenfion  and  horror.  Are  not 
a  prodigious  majority  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  England,  and  including  a 
great  number  of  men  of  rank, 
character,  and  fortune,  rendered 
incapable,  by  one  law,  of  having 
a  vote  in  the  choice  of  their  own 
.reprefentatives  ?  Are  not  men  of 
the  greatefl  abilities  and  integrity, 
without  qualifications  which  may 
not  depend  on  either,  proferibed 
from  a  feat  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  however  warmly  the  wifhesof 
the  electors  may  be  in  their  favour, 
or  however  highly  they  may  con- 
fider  it  to  their  advantage  to  be  fo 
reprefented,  by  another  ?  Do  the 
commiflioners  of  the  excife  and 
cuitoms  complain  of  any  injuftice, 
in  receiving  their  places  at  the 
expence  of  that  right  by  which 
they  might  otherwife  fit  in  parlia¬ 
ment?  Or  do  they  feel  any  fenfe 
of  ftigma  or  difgrace  under  that 
exclufion  ?  Thefe  gentlemen  pof- 
fefs  at  leal!  as  fair  characters,  and 
generally  as  pleafant  countenances 
as  contractors  ;  and  yet  was  it  ever 
known,  that  any  body  or  com¬ 
munity  of  electors,  had  become  fo 
enamoured  of  any  of  them,  as  to 
complain  of  injury,  becaule  they 
could  not  be  returned  as  their  re¬ 
prefentatives  ?  It  is  indeed  true, 
that  as  the  contractor  may  gain- 
more  money  in  a  fingle  morning 
by  one  job,  than  the  fee-fimple 
of  the  commifiioner’s  place  would 
fell  for,  that  circumftance  may 
render  him  a  much  more  welcome 
vifitor  to  our  corrupt  and  rotten 
boroughs ;  but  that  is  one  of  the 
enormities  which  the  bill  is  in¬ 
tended  to  remedy. 


All 
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All  the  rellriitive,  place,  pen- 
fion,  and  exclufion  laws  that  ever 
were  palled,  are  To  many  living 
records,  of  the  conftant  jcaloufy 
with  which  our  ancellors,  and 
former  parliaments  watched,  and 
as  far  as  it  was  in  the  power  of 
man,  endeavoured  to  prevent  or 
correct,  the  growth  and  progrefs 
of  undue  influence  and  corrup¬ 
tion  ;  particularly  the  dangerous 
influence  of  the  crown.  All  thefe 
laws  were  founded  upon  the  fame 
principle,  and  held  the  fame  ob¬ 
jects  with  the  prefent  bill.  They 
all  likewife  tend  to  overthrow 
that  unheard  of  pofition,  that  the 
minds  of  men  are  not  liable  to 
be  bialfed  by  honours,  places,  or 
vaft  pecuniary  emoluments.  Did 
not  their  own  records,  as  well  as 
thofe  of  the  other  houfe,  furnifn 
inilances,  of  men  in  high  rank, 
trull  and  office,  having  in  various 
cafes  been  operated  upon  by  bafe 
and  unworthy  motives  ?  Have  no 
fuch  men  been  found  corrupt  and 
venal  ?  Or  have  they  not  fuffered 
public  ignominy  and  punilhment 
for  their  peculation,  venality  and 
prollitution  ?  But  this  doiirine, 
they  faid,  mull  have  originated, 
either  from  fo  perfeil  a  puerility 
of  underhanding,  or  fuch  a  tho¬ 
rough  contempt  of  that  houfe  and 
of  the  nation,  as  to  be  worthy 
only  of  notice  as  a  fubjeil  of  ani- 
madverfion,  but  not  of  anfwer. 
Of  the  fame  nature,  they  faid, 
was  the  argument  drawn  from  the 
fuppofed  improbability  of  abufes 
in  contrails,  becaufe  the  laws 
have  left  in  the  hands  of  minikers, 
the  means  of  profecuting  in  the 
courts  of  juilice,  the  fupporters  of 
their  own  power,  and  the  accom¬ 
plices  of  their  fraud  and  malverfa- 


tion.  Surely  a  Angle  inllance 
quoted,  in  which  the  public  were 
faid  to  have  been  exonerated  from 
the  fraud  of  a  contractor,  would 
not  have  been  advanced,  if  the 
learned  lord  had  recollected,  that 
the  deteilion  of  the  fraud  was  en¬ 
tirely  owing  to,  the  aCtivily  of  a 
gentleman  in  the  other  houfe  ; 
and  that  the  miniller  was  com¬ 
pelled,  forely  againll  his  will, 
by  the  bitter  and  repeated  attacks 
made  upon  him  by  the  oppofl- 
tion,  to  adopt  an  apparent  mea~ 
fure  of  remedy,  which  was,  how¬ 
ever,  probably  but  a  mere  delu- 
fion. 

The  arguments  founded  upon 
the  many  fuppofed  mifchiefs  and 
dangers  attributed  to  open  con¬ 
trails,  were,  they  faid,  as  futile, 
and  as  unworthy  of  notice,  as  the 
foregoing.  The  fails  themfelves 
were  totally  unfounded,  and  con- 
tradiiled  by  ellablifhed  and  daily 
experience.  The  conduil  of  the 
navy  in  this  refpefl,  overthrows, 
at  once,  everything  that  has  been 
faid  upon  that  fubjeil.  The  navy 
is  the  only  fource,  and  affords 
the  only  means  of  enterprize  in 
this  country.  Yet  all  the  viilual- 
ling  office  contrails  are  open  and 

above  board.  The  verv  names  of 

✓ 

the  ports,  at  which  fliips  or  fqua- 
drons  are  intended  or  likely  to 
touch,  are  fpecified  in  the  public 
news  papers.  Has  any  evil  been 
yet  known  to  refult  from  this  me¬ 
thod  of  fupplying  the  navy?  Of 
what  confequence  would  it  be  to 
the  enemy  to  know,  that  the  rum 
contractor  had  palmed  currency 
upon  the  miniller  of  this  country 
for  fterling  money?  Or  that  the 
gold  contractor  receives  a  large 
premium  for  fending  Portugal 
[M]  z  gold 
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gold  to  America,  when  in  fad!  he 
fends  nothing  but  Englifh  gui¬ 
neas  thither. 

They  treated  the  fuppofed  inva- 
fion  of  the  prerogative  as  a  matter 
of  ridicule.  It  was  undoubtedly, 
they  faid,  a  fatal  ftroke  to  the 
executive  power,  to  be  enabled  to 
fupply  its  fleets  and  armies  better, 
to  carry  on  the  public  bufmefs 
more  adrantageoufiy,  and  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  war  more  fuccefsfully, 
than  it  was  before  difpofed  or 
capable  of  doing  in  itfelf.  They 
clofed  the  ground  of  examination 

O 

by  declaring,  that  they  had  not 
heard  an  argument  againft  the 
bill,  which  did  not  appear  to  be 
either  frivolous,  fallacious,  or 
dangerous.  It  had  indeed  been 

O 

urged,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
abate  that  phrenzy  of  virtue,  which 
began  to  appear  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  As  to  that  new  fpe- 
cies  of  phrenzy,  they  could  not 
but  conlider  it,  rather  as  a  cha¬ 
racter'  of  foundnefs,  than  as  a 
fymptom  of  infanity  ;  and  as  they 
neceffarily  came  frequently  into 
contact  with  the  other  houfe,  they 
could  not  refrain  from  fmcerely 
wifhing,  that  that  diftemper  might 
become  contagious. 

Having  thus  controverted  the 
objections  to  the  bill,  they  fup- 
ported  it  on  the  following  grounds ; 
Its  own  intrinfic  merit.  The 
magnitude  of  the  evil  which  it 
was  defigned  to  remedy,  and  the 
neceflity  from  which  it  was  deriv¬ 
ed.  Its  being  in  conformity  to 
the  willies  and  petitions  of  the 
people  of  England.  The  impro¬ 
priety,  if  not  danger,  of  their  ob- 
Ifrufting  a  meafure  of  domeftic 
regulation  adopted  by  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  and  tending  mere¬ 
ly  to  their  own  internal  purity  and 


independence.  On  that  ground, 
the  queltion  of  right,  as  well  as 
of  expedience  or  propriety,  was 
controverted.  They  had  a  very 
great  law  authority,  they  faid, 
in  the  cafe  of  the  Middlefex  elec¬ 
tion,  although  the  learned  lord 
oppofed  the  prefent  bill,  that  in 
cafes  which  related  to  their  own 
immediate  privileges,  and  the  re¬ 
ceiving  or  exclufion  of  their  own 
members,  there  was  no  appeal 
from  the  decifions  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  nor  could  any  other 
branch  of  the  legiilature  check  or 
alter  their  refolutions.  So  that 
right  or  wrong,  according  to  that 
authority,  their  decifion  would  be 
final.  Surely  the  fame  rule  that 
held  in  that  inftance,  mult  equal¬ 
ly  apply  in  the  prefent.  This 
bill,  which  related  particularly  to 
their  own  privileges,  had  been 
unanimoufly  palled  by  the  other 
houfe.  If  it  was  rejected  there, 
the  probable  confequence  would 
be,  that  as  it  went  to  the  exclu¬ 
fion  of  a  particular  defeription  of 
men,  the  other  houfe  would  fnew 
their  contempt  of  the  rejection,  in 
the  exercife  of  what  was  deemed 
their  own  inherent  right,  and  act¬ 
ing  as  they  had  done  in  the  af¬ 
fair  of  the  Middlefex  election, 
exclude  them  by  a  mere  refolution. 
Could  the  lords  be  blind,  in  the 
prefent  critical  fituation  of  affairs, 
to  the  danger  of  a  rupture  with 
the  other  houfe  ? 

It  was  curious,  they  faid,  to  ob- 
ferve  the  continual  inconiiilency 
in  the  conduct  of  minilters.  When 
a  motion  tending  to  ceconomical 
reform  had,  not  long  before,  been 
made  in  that  houfe,  it  was  frronp-- 
ly  objected  to  by  a  noble  earl  in 
office,  becaufe,  it  might  give  of¬ 
fence  to  the  commons,  that  the 

lords 
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lords  fhould  take  up  the  per¬ 
formance  of  a  duty  appertaining 
to  them.'  And  now,  when  a  bill 
of  the  fame  tendency,  which  ori¬ 
ginated  with,  and  peculiarly  re¬ 
lates  to  themfelves,  is  unani¬ 
mously  palled,  and  fent  up  by  that 
houfe,  the  fame  noble  lord  endea¬ 
vours  with  all  his  might  that  it 
fhould  be  rejected,  without  the 
fmalleft  consideration  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  breach  between  the  two 
houfes,  which  he  had  on  the  for¬ 
mer  occafion  held  out  as  an  objedt 
of  fo  much  terror. 

They  concluded,  by  a  ftrong 
appeal  to  the  neceffities  and  the 
temper  of  the  times,  and  by  hop¬ 
ing,  that  the  lords  would  have  too 
full  and  lively  a  fenfe  of  what  they 
owed  to  their  own  honour  and 
dignity,  to  fuffer  that  houfe  tcf 
become  an  eno-ine  in  the  hands  of 

o 

the  minifter  ;  and  thus  to  do  that 
for  him,  which  he  was  aShamed 
and  afraid  to  attempt  doing  for 
himfelf  in  the  other. 

The  question  being  put,  after  a 
very  long  debate,  the  bill  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  majority  of  20  ;  the 
numbers  being  61  to  41.  A  pro¬ 
test  was  entered,  figned  by  25 
peers  ;  and  in  the  greater  part  by 
another. 

Nothing  ever  happened  more  for¬ 
tunately  in  favour  of  any  admini¬ 
stration,  than  the  illnefs,  at  this 
peculiar  juncture,  of  the  fpeaker 
of  the  houfe  of  commons.'  It 
feemed  as  if  nothing  elfe  could  at 
that  time  have  faved  them.  The' 
recefs,  indeed,  was  not  long;  but 
it  produced  extraordinary  and  un¬ 
expected  efFeds.  For  beiides  that 
the  ardour  and  animation  which 
ever  attend  new  enterprize,  and 
perhaps  more  in  cafes  of  reform 
than  any  other,  naturally  cool  and 


Slacken  under  a  ceffation  of  adlion  ; 
the  recefs  likewife  afforded  time 
and  opportunity,  which  were  by 
no  means  loft  or  negledted,  for 
uling  cfFedlual  means  to  bring  the 
numerous  deferters  from  the  court, 
who  had  been  afraid  to  oppofe  the 
late  popular  torrent,  back  to  their 
original  Standard . 

In  effedt,  the  meeting  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  after  this  Short 
recefs,  prefented  fo  new  a  face 
and  appearance  of  things,  and 
fuch  a  total  change  of  temper 
and  difpoiition,  that  it  feemed  no 
longer  the  fame  identical  bodv. 

The  frit  public  a  uef-  .  , 

•  c  r  r  April  24th. 

tion  01  conSequence  r  ^ 

before  the  hodfe,  was  a  postponed 
motion  of  Mr.  Dunning’s,  which 
had  been  deferred  on  the  laft  day 
of  meeting,  on  account  of  the 
fpeaker’s  illnefs.  The  motion  was 
for  an  addrefs  to  his  majeSty,  re^ 
queiting  that  he  would  not  dilfolve 
the  parliament,  nor  prorogue  the 
prefent  feSTion,  until  proper  mea¬ 
sures  Should  be  taken  by  that 
houfe,  to  diminish  the  influence 
of  the  crown,  and  to  corredt  the 
other  evils  complained  of  in  the 
petitions  of  the  people. 

This  motion  brought  out  great 
and  long  debates ;  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  almoli:  every  ground,  that 
we  have  hitherto  feen  trodden,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  various  great  objedls  of 
the  prefent  controverfy,  was  again, 
upon  fome  occafion,  and  in  fome 
degree  taken.  Whether  it  was, 
that  the  leaders  of  the  oppofition 
understood,  or  that  they  only  ap-^ 
prehended,  the  defedlion  of  their 
late  but  new  allies,  they  however 
took  all  imaginable  pains,  and 
ufed  .  every  poSTible  argument,  to 
Shew  the  neceffity  of  their  fupport- 
ing  their  own  determinations ;  as 

[ M ]  3  well 
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well  as  the  lhame  anddifgrace  that 
mud  attend  a  dereliction  of  thofe 
principles,  which  they  had  fo  re¬ 
cently  avowed  and  edablilhed. — 
They  had  already  fubdantiated, 
they  faid,  by  the  refolutions  of 
the  dxth  of  April,  the  grievances 
complained  of  in  the  petitions  ; 
and  they  had  alfo  bound  them- 
felves,  by  the  fame  refolutions, 
under  the  molt  indilfoluble  obliga¬ 
tion  to  the  people  of  England,  to 
procure  full  redrefs  for  thofe  griev¬ 
ances.  So  that  no  gentleman,  who 
had  fupported  thofe  refolutions  by 
his  vote,  could,  without  the  moil 
lhameful  inconddency  of  conduct, 
and  a  dereliction  of  principle  fo 
manifeft,  as  to  afford  room  for  the 
moil  odious  furmifes*  refufe  giv¬ 
ing  his  fupport  to  any  fair  meafure 
that  was  propofed  for  obtaining 
that  redrefs,  unlefs  he  could  him- 
felf  fubditute  a  better,  or  at  lead 
Ihew,  that  the  means  offered  were 
in  themfelves  eflentially  faulty. 

A  few,  though  but  very  few, 
freely  declared,  that  they  neither 
did  nor  fhould,  whether  upon  the 
prefent,  or  upon  any  future  occa- 
fion,  hold  themfelves  at  all  fettered 
in  their  conduft,  by  any  former 
refolutions  or  opinions.  They 
fhould  edimate  every  quedion  that 
came  before  them  by  its  own  in- 
trindc  value  ;  and  confider  its 
probable  confequences,  merely  as 
it  then  appeared,  without  the 
trouble. of  any  retrofpeCE  It  by 
no  means  necelfarily  followed, 
that  thofe  who  fupported  the  re¬ 
folutions  of  the  6th  of  April,  were 
to  approve  of  the  prefent  motion  ; 
no  charge  of  inconddency  could 
therefore  be  incurred  by  their  op- 
pod  ng  either  that,  or  many  others 
which  might  podibly  be  held  out 
u nicr  the  fame  idea.  If  they 


promifed  their  endeavours  to  pro- 
cure  redrefs  for  the  people,  they 
did  not  thereby  give  up  the  right 
of  exercifmg  their  own  judgment, 
whether  in  chudng  the  mod  eli- 
gible  means  of  obtaining  that  end, 
or  in  deciding  upon  the  meafure  of 
redrefs  which  it  might  be  right 
and  necedary  to  obtain. 

The  miniders  cheared  their  old 
or  new  friends  with  the  warmed 
plaudits,  for  that  liberality  of  fen- 
timent,  which  difdained  the  tram¬ 
mels  of  vulgar  redraint.  They 
likewife  exclaimed  loudly  at  the 
impropriety,  indecorum,  and  in¬ 
delicacy  of  their  antagonids,  in 
endeavouring  to  put  gentlemen 
cut  of  countenance,  by  confront¬ 
ing  them  with  their  former  con¬ 
duct  and  opinions.  This  they  de¬ 
clared  t;o  be  unparliamentary  and 
unfair.  Nor  could  there  be  any 
lack  of  precedents  or  reafons,  to 
fupport  a  change  in  either  or 
both. 

The  quedicn  being  put  a  little 
before  midnight,  in  an  unufualiy 
full  houfe,  the  motion  was  rejected 
upon  a  dividon  by  a  majority  of 
51  ;  the  numbers  being  254,  to 
203. 

Mr,  Fox  riling  to  fpeak  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  motion,  a  mod 
extraordinary  fcene  of  diforder  was 
difplayed,  ariling  (as  the  minority 
affirmed)  from  the  unwiliingnefc 
of  the  majority  to  hear  the  de- 
fcrters  treated  as  they  deferred. 
The  chair  being  repeatedly  called 
on  to  exercife  its  authority,  the 
fpeaker  at  length,  with  the  utmod 
vehemence  of  voice,  called  oneverv 
fide  of  the  houfe  to  order ;  and 
having  ordered  the  officers  to  clear 
the  bar,  required  and  infided  that 
every  member  diouid  take  his 
place. 

This 
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This  opened  the  way  to  Mr. 
Fox;  and  after  all  that  had  been 
fuppofed  done  to  prevent  it,  the 
gentlemen  concerned  found  them- 
felves  condemned  to  heaf,  the 
keened  philippic,  that  perhaps 
ever  was  fpoken  in  that  houfe. 
No  calls  to  order,  nor  other  means, 
could  either  check  the  torrent  of 
his  eloquence,  or  reftrain  the  bit- 
ternefs  of  his  invedtive.  He  de¬ 
cked  the  vote  of  that  night,  to 
be  fcandalous,  difgraceful,  and 
treacherous.  He  did  not  apply 
thefe  charges  to  the  215  gentle¬ 
men,  who  had,'  along  with  the 
minifler,  oppofed  the  refolutions 
of  the  6th  of  April.  Thefe  gen¬ 
tlemen  adted  an  open,  a  con¬ 
fident,  and  a  manly  part,  in  their 
oppofing  the  addrefs  propofed  on 
the  prefent  day.  They  had  dif¬ 
fered  from  him  ;  he  was  forry  for 
it  ;  but  he  could  not  blame  them, 
becaufe  they  differed  from  him 
upon  principle. 

But  who  could  contemplate,  he 
faid,  without  a  mixture  of  the 
greated  furprize  and  indignation, 
the  condudt  of  another  fet  of  men 
in  that  houfe  ?  Thofe  who  had  re- 
folved  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  was  increafed,  and  ought 
to  be  diminilhed  ;  that  the  griev¬ 
ances  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
redrefied  ;  who  pledged  them- 
felves  to  that  ffoufe,  to  the  nation, 
to  their  conflituents,  to  each  other, 
and  to  themfelves,  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  redrefs  the  grievances  com¬ 
plained  of;  and  who  had  now 
fhamefully  fled  from  that  folemn 
engagement !  It  was  fhameful,  it 
was  bafe,  it  was  unmanly,  it  was 
treacherous.  The  gentlemen  he 

o 

meant,  he  faid,  furrounded  him  ; 
they  fat  at  his  fide  off  the  houfe  ; 
he  was  forry  for  it.  They  were 


thofe  who  voted  with  him  on  the 
6th  of  April,  and  who  voted  with 
the  minifler  that  night.  >  No  man 
held  in  greater  contempt  thofe 
who  were  at  the  devotion  of  the 
minifler,  than  he  did  himfelf:  they 
were  Haves  of  the  work  kind,  be¬ 
caufe  they  fold  themfelves  ;  yet, 
bafe  as  the  tenure  of  their  places 
was,  they  had  one  virtue  to  pride 
themfelves  on  ;  their  fidelity,  con- 
fiflency,  and  gratitude,  were  fub- 
jedts  of  commendation.  To  all 
their  other  demerits,  they  had  not 
added  the  abfurdity  and  treachery, 
of  one  day  refolving  an  opinion  to 
be  true,  and  the  next  of  declaring 
it  to  be  a  falfehobd.  They  had 
not  taken  in  their  patron,  their 
friends,  or  their  country,  with 
falfe  hopes;  and  delufive  promifes. 
Whatever  their  motives  or  fenti- 
ments  might  be,  they  had  adhered 
to  them  ;  and  fo  far  as  that  went, 
their  conduct  was  entitled  to  his 
approbation. 

Mr.  Dunning  joined  him  in  the 
charge  of  direct  treachery  to  the 
nation.  For  that  the  counties, 
depending  on  the  faith  of  parli¬ 
ament,  for  the  redrefs  held  out 
by  thofe  refolutions,  had  relaxed 
greatly  in  the  meafures  which  they 
were  pursuing  for  obtaining  it  by 
other  means  ;  and  that  the  county 
of  Cambridge  in  particular  had, 
upon  that  dependence,  refeinded 
its  own  refolution  for  appointing  a 
committee  of  afl'oeiation.  They 
both  likewife  declared,  that  the 
divifion  of  this  night  was  totally 
decifive  with  refpedt  to  the  peti¬ 
tions  ;  that  it  amounted  to  a  full 
rejection  of  their  general  prayer  ; 
and  that  all  hope  of  obtaining  any 
redrefs  for  the  people,  in  that 
houfe,  was  at  an  end. 

The  minifler  anfwered  Mr.  Fox 
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in  a  long  fpeech  ;  in  which  he  ex- 
preffed  the  utmoft  aftoniffiment  at, 
and  a  good  deal  reprehended,  the 
ftrange  language,  and  the  un¬ 
bounded  cenfure  he  had  heard. 
The  adminillring  comfort  to  his 
buffering  friends,  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  his  principal  objedfc,  He 
was  mqeh  more  anxious  to  obviate 
the  impreffion,  which  the  charges 
made,  of  rejecting  by  the  prefect 
decifion  the  petitions  of  the  people, 
might  occaiion  without  doors. ~ 
He  accordingly  laboured  that 
point  much ;  and  upon  the  fame 
ground  which  had  been  before 
taken  relative  to  the  rejection  of 
fome  of  the  claufes in  Mr.  Burke?s 
bill.  He  aiked,  whether  any  con- 
clufion  could  be  more  extravagant, 
or  irreconcileable  to  common  fenfe, 
than  that  the  giving  a  negative  to 
a  fingle  proportion,  fhouldbe  con¬ 
sidered  as  deciding  the  fate  of  the 
petitions,  and  as  amounting  to  a 
general  rejection  of  the  whole? 
The  refolutions  of  the  6th  of  Anril 

Jl 

were  hill  in  full  being.  Other 
meafures  might  be  propofed  on 
them.  And  furely  it  might  very 
well  happen,  that  thofe  who  did 
not  approve  of  the  means  in  one 
mode  of  redrefs,  might  readily 
concur  in  others, 

Mr.  Burke’s  eftablifhment 
bill,  after  lying  for  fome  time 
dormant,  was  brought  forward 
a  few  days  after.  The 
^  n‘  frit  claufe  agitated  was 
that  for  abolifhing  the  office  of 
the  great  wardrobe,  and  all  thofe 
Jeffer  offices  and  places  depending 
on  it.  This  queition  brought  out 
long  and  very  confiderable  de¬ 
bates  ;  and  it  was  fupported  by  the 
framer  with  all  his  ufual  vigour 
and  ability.  The  claufe  was, 
however^  at  length  rejected  \q  on 


a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  210, 
tp  183.  The  principle  of  reform 
being  in  effeft  abandoned  by  the 
late  vote,  the  attendance  on  par¬ 
ticular  parts  now  grew  daily  leff 
and  lefs. 

1  1 

The  committee  then  proceeded 
upon  the  fucceeding  claufe,  for 
*  aboliffiing  the  board  of  works. 
This  brought  out  new  debate,  in 
which  the  mover  of  the  bill  diitin- 
guifhed  himfelf  more  than  ever  by 
the  force  of  his  arguments,  the 
fertility  of  his  invention,  and  the 
pleafantry  with  which  he  enlivened 
a  matter  apparently  dry  and  in- 
fipid  in  itfelf ;  but  the  queftion 
being  at  length  put,  the  claufe 
was  rejeftcd,  upon  a  division,  by 
a  majority  of  203,  to  1 1 8 . 

The  miniffer’s  bill,  for  a  com- 
miffion  of  accounts,  had  brought 
out  upon  him,  in  the  various 
flages  of  its  progrefs,  more  afpe- 
rity  of  language,  and  feverity  of 
cenfure,  than  perhaps  had  ever 
been  undergone  upon  a  Similar 
occaSion,  by  any  other  minifter  in 
that  houfe.  This  partly  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  manner  in  which, 
we  have  feen,  he  had  taken  the 
bill  out  of  the  hands  of  another 
gentleman,  and  partly  from  the 
meafure  of  appointing  commiffion- 
ers,  who  were  not  members  of  the 
houfe  of  commons,  This  was  faid 
to  be  directly  fubverhve  of  the  con¬ 
stitution,  That  it  was  no  Id's  than 
a  furrender  of  the  frft  right  of  that 
houfe,  that  of  managing,  as  well 
as  of  granting,  the  public  money, 
and  of  directing  and  controuling 
its  expenditure.  And  fome  of 
the  oppofition  contended  ftronglv, 
that  the  houfe  was  not  competent 
to  fuch  a  refigmation.  That  be¬ 
ing  only  delegates  themfelves, 
they  could  not  delegate  to  others. 

They 
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They  might  as  well  appoint  their 
own  fucceflors.  If  they  were  in¬ 
capable,  'or  indifpofed,  to  dif- 
charire  the  duties  of  the  Great  trull 

O 

depolited  with  them,  they  were 
bound  in  duty  to  return  it  into  the 
hands  of  their  confcituents.  But 
they  had  no  right  to  appoint  de¬ 
puties  to  tranfad  that  eflential 
part  of  the  buiinefs  of  the  nation, 
which  was  entrulled  only  to 
themfelves. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  minilter 
gave  every  affiurance,  that  he  had 
not  the  fmallelt  vvifh  or  intention, 
either  of  violating  any  of  the  pri¬ 
vileges,  or  of  abating  any  of  the 
powers  of  that  houfe;  and  that  he 
was  fully  convinced,  that  there 

were  gentlemen  on  both  fides 
within  thofe  walls,  of  as  great  in¬ 
tegrity,  honour,  ability,  and  pof- 
felfed  of  as  warm  a  zeal  for  the 
public  welfare,  as  any  in  the 
kingdom.  That  he  had  already 
given  one  of  his  motives  for 
proposing  that  the  commiffioners 
fhould  not  be  members  of  that 
houfe,  which  was  to  avoid  the 
invidious  reflections  which  that 
circumftance  would  draw  both 
upon  himfelf  and  them.  That 
debates  ran  fo  high,  and  the  times 
were  fo  contentious,  that  almoft 
every  gentleman  in  that  houfe  had 
taken  one  fide  or  other ;  a  circum- 
ftance  which  mull  render  their 
conduct,  however  pure,  liable  to 
great  and  continual  mifcpnltruc- 
tion.  Among  a  number  of  other 
reafons,  he  ltated  the  prefent  im¬ 
mensity  of  parliamentary  bufinefs, 
which  would  not  afford  leifure  to 
the  members  for  fo  tedious  and 
laborious  an  undertaking.  That 
the  failure  of  former  commiffions 
proceeded  from  their  originating 
in  party.  And  that  the  commif¬ 


fioners  being  members  of  that 
houfe,  had  laid  the  ground  of  fre- 
quent  difference  with  the  other. 
He  likewife  endeavoured  to  fup- 
port  the  meafure  by  precedent,  and 
for  that  purpofe  referred  to  the 
13  th  of  Charles  the  fecond,  when 
nine  commiffioners  were  chofen  by 
ballot,  fome  of  whom,  he  con¬ 
tended,  were  not  members  of  par¬ 
liament;  but  upon  examining  the 
reference,  the  evidence  was  found 
defective,  it  not  pofitively  appear¬ 
ing  that  any  one  was  not  a  mem¬ 
ber,  and  it  feeming  certain  that 
fome  were. 

The  houfe  being*  in  a  ,  -  „ 

committee  on  the  fubjed,  1  0 
the  nomination  of  the  commiffion¬ 
ers  brought  out  great  and  various 
debates  ;  and  the  naming  of  Sir 
Guy  Carleton,  in  particular,  af¬ 
forded  room  for  much  cenfure  and 
ridicule  on  the  fide  of  oppofition. 
They  faid  it  was  completing  and 
rounding  the  prefent  fyftem  a- 
dopted  in  the  government  of  the 
army;  as  well  as  extending  it  to 
new  objeds.  In  the  firlt  inftance, 
they  dragged  clerks  out  of  offices, 
to  place  them  at  the  head  of  regi¬ 
ments  ;  and  now,  they  pull  the 
truncheon  out  of  the  hand  of  a 
brave  and  veteran  commander,  and 
placing  a  pen,  an  inltrument  to¬ 
tally  out  of  the  line  of  his  profef- 
fion,  in  its  place,  oblige  him,  at 
a  time  of  life  little  calculated  for 
new  habits  or  acquirements,  to 
commence  commiffary  of  accounts. 
It  was  ftill  more  abfurd  and  im¬ 
proper,  becaufe  Sir  Guy  Carleton 
was  himfelf,  at  that  very  time,  an 
accountant  with  the  public.  Why 
was  not  that  gallant  officer  em¬ 
ployed  in  his  proper  fphere  of 
addon,  in  a  feafon  when  his  fer- 
viccs  were  fo  much  wanted  ?  On 

this 
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this  fubjett,  in  particular,  Mr.  tween  three  and  four  ;  when  no- 
Fox  expatiated  with  infinite  wit  thing  being  concluded,  it  was  put 
and  felicity  of  thought  and  ex-  off  to  another  day.  The  iffue  of 


preffion. 

The  irdnider  fupported  his  no¬ 
mination,  by  obferving,  that  as 
the  accounts  of  the  army  would 
form  a  great  and  principal  object 
of  examination  and  enquiry  with 
the  commiffioners,  he  thought  it 
a  matter  of  great  moment,  that  a 
general  officer,  of  Sir  Guy  Carle- 
ton’s  high  charafter,  great  expe- 
p  rience,  and  confequent  knowledge 
in  fuch  fubjefts,  fltould  be  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  commidion.  That 
he  diould  aft  upon  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple  in  the  nomination  of  others  ; 
fome  of  the  gentlemen  he  intended 
to  propofe  being  drawn  from  the 
law,  and  others  from  the  mercan¬ 
tile  profedion.  The  former  were, 
for  the  greater  part,  makers  in 
chancery.  Thefe  the  minider  fup- 
ported,  as  from  their  knowledge 
in  dating  and  fettling  accounts, 
being  particularly  fuited  to  the 
bufmefs.  The  oppofxtion  ex¬ 
ceedingly  ridiculed  this  idea,  and 
afked,  whether  their  remarkable 
quicknefs  in  bringing  private  ac¬ 
counts  to  a  fettlement  was,  what 
recommended  them  to  that  office? 

The  next  nomination  made  by 
the  minider  was  a  gentleman  in 
office,  although  placemen  were  ex- 
prefsly  excluded  by  a  provifion  in 
f:he  bill.  This  threw  the  opposi¬ 
tion,  who  were  fufkciently  didatis- 
ded  before,  into  a  violent  dame, 
and  a  motion  was  immediately 
made  for  the  chairman’s  quitting 
the  chair.  After  much  heat  and 
debate,  the  quedion  was  put,  and 
reje&ed,  upon  a  clofe  divifion, 
the  numbers  being  195,  to  173. 
Though  it  was  then  two  o’clock, 
the  debate  was  continued  till  be- 


the  bufmefs  was,  that  the  bill  was 
finally  carried  through  both  houfes, 
and  received  the  royal  affent.  All 
that  the  oppofition  got  by  their 
drup-gje,  was  the  excdufion  of  the 
gentleman  in  office,  to  whofe  per- 
fonal  character  they  had  not  the 
fmalled  obje&ion. 

The  extraordinaries  of  the  army 
coming  under  confideration,  in 
the  committee  of  fupply,  on  the 
following  day  but  one.  Colonel 
Barre,  who  had  taken  great  pains 
in  invedigating  that  fubjeft,  after 
dating  the  refult  of  his  enquiries, 
with  his  obfervations  on  them,  to 
the  committee,  moved  refolutions 
to  the  following  purport: — That 
thefumof  1,588,027k  2s.  is  dated 
in  the  papers  prefented  to  this 
houfe,  to  have  been  applied  to  the 
fervice  of  the  land  forces  in  North 
America,  from  the  3 1  d  of  January, 
1779,  to  the  id  of  February,  1780, 
of  which  fum  no  account  whatfoever 
lias  been  laid  before  parliament. 
The  faid  fum  being  over  and 
above  the  pay,  cloathing,  provi- 
fions,  with  the  expence  of  freight 
and  armament  attendiug  them, 
ordnance,  tranfport  fervice,  oats, 
blankets,  expence  of  Indians,  pay 
of  certain  general  and  dad  officers, 
pay  of  feveral  commidaries,  and 
other  allowances  for  the  faid  forces. 
--That  the  fum  of  3,796,543k  has 
been  applied  to  the  fervice  of  the 
land  forces  in  North  America,  in 
the  year  1775,  1776,  1777,  1778, 
of  which  fum  no  fatisfaftory  ac¬ 
count  has  been  laid  before  parli¬ 
ament.  The  faid  fum  being  over 
and  above  the  fums  dated  in  the 
accounts  for  pay,  &c.  including, 
with  the  addition,of  rnm,  all  thofe 

con- 
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contingents  which  we  have  hated 
in  the  former  refolution. — That  it 
is  the  opinion  of  this  committee, 
that  the  practice  of  incurring  and 
paying  extraordinaries  of  the  army, 
to  fo  large  an  amount,  without 
either  explanation  or  fatisfadtory 
account,  and  without  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  parliament,  is  not  war¬ 
ranted  by  precedent,  is  a  dange¬ 
rous  invafion  of  the  rights  of  this 
houfe,  and  one  of  the  grofs  abufes 
in  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money,  complained  of  in  the  peti¬ 
tions  of  the  people. — That  it  is 
the  opinion  of  this  committee,  that 
t;he  creation  of  new,  unnecelfary, 
or  fmecure  offices  in  the  army, 
with  confiderable  emoluments,  is 
a  profuiion  of  the  public  money, 
and  the  more  alarming,  as  it  tends 
to  increafe  the  unconfiitutional  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  crown. 

Thefe  motions,  fupported  with 
the  greateft  ability,  and  mod  per¬ 
fect  knowledge  of  the  fubjeft,  by 
the  mover,  drew  out  the  ufual 
courfe  of  debate,  and  upon  the 
fame  ground  which  we  have  here¬ 
tofore  feen  taken,  on  other  at¬ 
tempts  of  enquiry  into -  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  American  war.  The 
iirft  refolution  was  rejected,  upon 
a  diviflon,  by  a  majority  of  more 
than  two  to  one  ;  the  numbers  be¬ 
ing  123,  to  57. — The  fecond  and 
third  refolutions  received  a  nega- 

o  . 

tive  without  any  diviflon  ;  and 
the  fourth  was  withdrawn.  The 
debates  lafred  till  between  one  and 
two  in  the  morning.  The  mover 
received  great  applaufe  from  fome 
of  the  petitioning  bodies,  as  well 
for  the  motions  themfelves,  as  for 
the  labour  and  pcrl'everance  with 
which  he  had  furmounted  the  nu¬ 
merous  difficulties  that  had  ob- 
ftrudted  the  courfe  of  his  enquiries. 


An  ineffectual  attempt  was 
made  by  General  Conway,  to 
bring  in  a  bill  for  reitoring  peace 
with  America.  The  bill  did  not 
come  fully  up  to  the  ideas  of  op- 
pofltion,  although  it  went  beyond 
thofe  of  adminiflration ;  but  fo 
eager  were  the  former,  as  they  de¬ 
clared  themfelves,  for  taking  up 
any  meafure  which  at  all  tended 
to  that  deflrable  event,  and  like- 
wife  coniidering  that  it  might  be 
moulded  in  its  progrefs  to  fuch  a 
form  as  they  conceived  would  be 
more  adapted  to  its  purpofe,  that 
it  brought  out  confiderable  de¬ 
bates  ;  and  upon  a  motion  to  get 
rid  of  it,  without  a  direft  nega¬ 
tive,  by  calling  the  order  of  the 
day,  they  brought  the  queftion  to 
a  diviflon,  in  which  it  was  carried 
againft  them  by  a  majority  of  123, 
to  81 . 

Information  having  fome  time 
before  been  received  by  the  oppo- 
fltion,  that  on  the  day  of  a  great 
meeting  of  the  electors  of  Weftmin- 
fter,  upon  public  affairs,  at  Weil- 
minfler  hall,  and  where  feveral  per- 
fons  of  the  Aril  rank  and  diflindtion 
in  the  kingdom  attended,  private 
orders  had  been  given  for  a  large 
body  of  the  military,  particularly 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  3d  regi¬ 
ment  of  guards,  to  be  armed  and 
in  readinefs,  who  were  likewife 
unufually  provided  with  a  confi¬ 
derable  quantity  of  powder  and 
ball,  it  had  been  more  than  once 
taken  notice  of  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  and  brought  out  no 
fmall  degree  of  warmth  and  fharp- 
nefs  of  cbfervation.  On  the  other 
fide,  the  faCt  was  at  fir  if  denied, 
and  it  was  aflerted  that  no  fuch 
orders  had  been  given  ;  but  after¬ 
wards,  it  was  partly  acknow¬ 
ledged,  and  attributed  to  the  bufy, 

or 
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or  impertinent  application  of  a 
Weftminiier  juftice.  As  that  dc- 
fcription  of  men  were  not  held  in 
the  higher!  eflimation,  luch  an  au¬ 
thority  was  not  at  all  acknow¬ 
ledged,  as  any  j  unification  of  fo 
extraordinary  a  meafure.  The  fub- 
je£t  was  however  of  a  nature,  which 
rendered  the  obtaining  of  any  evi¬ 
dence  on  which  to  proceed  exceed¬ 
ingly  difficult. 

,  This  difficulty  being  at 
length  overcome  by  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Meredith,  he  made  a  motion, 
for  the  proper  officer  to  lay  before 
the  houfe,  a  copy  of  any  requifi- 
tions  made  by  the  civil  magiftrates, 
and  by  whom,  for  any  of  the  foot 
€F  horfe  guards,  to  be  in  readinefs 
from  the  7  th  to  the  7  th  of  April  laft. 

This  motion  brought  out  fome 
exceedingly  warm  animadverfion, 
and  firong  language  ;  (which  at 
this  time  became  more  common 
than  ever)  and  it  was  openly  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  the  people,  legal¬ 
ly  and  conftitutionally  affiembled 
upon  their  own  affairs,  were  to 
be  furrounded  by  bodies  of  armed 
Mien,  and  thofe  too  of  a  descrip¬ 
tion  particularly  inimical  and  dan¬ 
gerous  to  the  confiitution  and 
them,  it  was  become  neceffary, 
that  the  people  Should  provide  for 
their  own  fecurity,  by  going  effec¬ 
tually  armed  to  fuch  meetings 
The  ground  of  argument  on  the 
other  fide,  was  the  right  of  the 
civil  magiflrate  to  call  in  the  aid 
of  the  military  under  any  appre- 
Iienfion  of  riot,  and  the  necefiity 
of  that  power  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  public  peace.  The  motion 
was  rejected  on  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  133,  to  91. 

The  houfe  now  began  to  be 
very  badly  attended,  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  from  the  hate  of  divifions. 


The  committee  on  the  «  , 

remaining  claufes  of  Mr. 

Burke’s  eftablifhment  bill  being 
refumed,  that  for  abolishing  t-he 
offices,  of  mailer  of  the  buck 
hounds,  fox-hounds,  and  harriers,, 
was  rejected  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  75  to  49. 

The  claufe  for  enabling,  that 
the  places  of  lieutenant  and  en- 
fign,  and  all  other  inferior  offices 
belonging  to  the  body  of  yeomen 
of  the  guards,  after  the  determi¬ 
nation  of  thefe  offices  in  the  pre- 
fent  pofieffiors,  and  alio,  all  com- 
miffion  and  other  offices  belonging 
to  the  band  of  gentlemen  pen¬ 
sioners,  fhould  not  be  fold,  but 
filled  by  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  on  half  pay,  and  of  fifteen 
years  fervice ;  was  agreed  to. 

The  claufe  for  aboliihing  the 
office  of  paymailer  of  the  penfions, 
and  its  dependencies,  was  rejected 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  79, 
to  64. 

The  claufe  againft  the  private 
payment  of  the  penfions  during 
pleafure,  was  better  attended, 
and  of  courfe  rejected  by  a  greater 
majority;  the  numbers,  upon  a  di¬ 
vifion,  being  115  to  79. 

The  claufe  for  limiting  the  fe- 
cret  fervice  money,  was  rejected 
without  a  divifion. 

The  claufe  for  regulating  the 
order  in  which  payments  were  to 
be  made  to  the  civil  officers  of  the 
Hate,  including  all  the  orders  of 
the  houfhold,  was  rejected,  upon  a 
divifion,  by  a  majority  of  no 
to  58. 

The  claufe  for  enabling  certain 
fpecified  great  officers,  to  call  the 
Several  public  accountants  before 
them,  in  a  fummary  way,  and  to 
examine  and  audit  their  accounts, 
was  rejected  by  68  to  31. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Burke  then  declared,  that 
he  would  not  divide  thehoufe  up¬ 
on  any  of  the  remaining  clauses, 
but  defircd  that  they  might  be 
read  over  and  negatived  as  expe- 
ditioufly  as  poilihle,  in  order  that 
the  committee  might  be  diflolved, 
and  his  bill  no  longer  remain 
either  an  eye- fore  to  his  aaverfa- 
ries,  nor  an  object'  for  demand¬ 
ing  the  tirefome  and  fruitlefs  at¬ 
tendance  of  his  friends.  About 
half  of  the  members  immediately 
quitted  the  houfe  upon  this  notice; 
but  one  folitary  claufe,  relative  t-o 
the  exchequer,  having  the  fortune 
to  attract  the  regards  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  he  wifhed  it  might  be  poih- 
poned  to  another  day  ;  for  though 
he  liked  the  object  extremely,  it 
was  not  drefted  entirely  to  his 
take ;  upon  which  account,  he 
propofed  that  the  chairman  fhould 
report  a  progrefs,  in  order  to  keep 
the  committee  open. 

The  framer  of  the  bill  replied, 
that  his  patience  and  his  fpirits 
were  both  exhaulted  ;  and  he  re¬ 
queued  of  the  noble  lord  to  be  fo 
kind  and  merciful,  as  to  put  an 
end  to  his  bufferings,  and  nega¬ 
tive  this,  as  he  had  done  the  pre¬ 
ceding  claufes.  His  plan,  if  a- 
dopted  on  the  large  fcalc  on  which 
he  had  laid  it  down,  would,  he 
faid,  have  faved  to  the  nation, 
dire&ly  and  in  its  confequences, 
above  a  million  per  annum;  and 
it  was  fcarcely  worth  his  lordlhip’s 
while  to  keep  him  any  longer  on 
the  torture,  under  the  preffure  of 
th  is  unfortunate  claufe,  for  any 
trifling  faving  which  it  might  pro¬ 
duce. — Both  Tides  being  obilinate, 
the  queflion  was  brought  to  a  di- 
vifion,  which  being  carried  by  the 
minifter,  the  committee  was  Hill 
kept  open. 


On  the  following  day,  the  Re¬ 
corder  of  London  moved  a  refolu- 
tion  in  favour  of  the  petitioners, 
amounting- in  fubflance,  to  the  not 
granting  of  any  farther  fums  of 
money  for  the  public  fervices,  un¬ 
til  the  grievances  dated  in  the 
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petitions  of  the  people  were  re- 
dreffed.  Although  lie  iupported 
his  motion  very  ably,  in  a  fpeecli 
of  coniiderable  length,  and  Teem- 
ed  to  be  very  attentively  liftened 
to  by  thehoufe,  it  brought  out  no 
manner  of  debate;  for  juft  as  the 
minifter  had  rifen  to  reply,  the 
queftion  was  fo  inceffantly  called 
for  by  the  court  party,  that  it  was 
accordingly  put ;  and  the  motion 
was  rejected,  upon  a  diviiion,  by  a 
majority  of  89,  to  54.. 

The  laft  effort  in  behalf  of  the 
petitioners,  though  going  only  a 
fmall  way  indeed  to  meet  their  ex¬ 
pectations,  was  a  motion  by  Mr. 
Dunning,  in  the  com- 
raittee  of  the  whole  M 26th‘ 
houfe  on  the  conftderation  of  the 
petitions,  that  their  own  two  refo- 
lutions  of  the  iotliof  April,  fhould 
be  then  reportei.  This  brought 
out  very  warm  debates,  in  which 
moft  of  the  principal  fpeakers 
on  both  fldes  took  a  part.  A  mo¬ 
tion  was  immediately  made  on  the 
other  fide,  for  the  chairman  to 
quit  the  chair,  amounting  to  a 
diftolution  of  the  committee. 

The  queftion  being  put,  the 
chairman  was  voted  to  quit  the 
chair,  by  a  majority  of  177,  to 

I34- 

While  thefe  matters  were  agi- 
tated  with  fo  much  warmth  in  and 
out  of  parliament,  and  with  fo 
many  extraordinary  turns  of  for¬ 
tune,  an  affair  totally  feparate  was 
at  the  fame  time  carried  on,  for 
a  long  time,  with  little  notice ; 

but 


a 90]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780 


but  which,  in  due  feafon,  broke 
out  with  fo  much  fury  and  vio¬ 
lence,  as  entirely  to  bear  down 
all  defigns,  either  for  reforming, 
or  for  flrengthening  government ; 
and  at  once  overwhelmed  and  bore 
away  before  it  both  majority  and 
minority,  with  an  irrelillible  tor¬ 
rent  of  popular  fanaticifm  and 
phrenzy. 

Every,  body  knows  the  circum- 
ftances,  as  well  as  the  event,  of 
this  fhameful  and  unhappy  affair*  ; 
and  that  Lord  George  Gordon, 
who  had  been  early  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  Scotch  Affectation 
for  the  fupport  of  the  Proteflant 
religion,  was  likewife  appointed 
prefideut  to  an  affociation  in  Lon¬ 
don,  formed  in  imitation  or  emu¬ 
lation  of  the  former.  The  pub¬ 
lic  fummons  in  the  news-papers, 
by  which  he  affembled  fifty  or  fix- 
ty  thoufand  men  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  under  an  idea  of  defend¬ 
ing  the  religion  of  the  country 
againfl  imaginary  danger,  by  ac¬ 
companying  the  prefentment,  and 
enforcing  the  matter,  of  a  peti¬ 
tion  to  parliament,  demanding 
the  repeal  of  the  late  law,  which 
afforded  feme  relaxation  of  the 
penal  flatutes  againfl  popery,  are 
likewife  frefh  in  every  body’s  me¬ 
mory. 

The  extraordinary  conduit  of 
that  noble  perfon  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  during  the  prefent  fef- 
fion,  and  the  frequent  interrup¬ 
tions  which  he  gave  to  the  buiinefs 
of  parliament,  as  well  by  the  un¬ 
accountable  manner  in  which  he 
continually  brought  in  and  treated 


matters  relative  to  religion  and  the 
danger  of  popery,  as  the  caprice 
with  which  he  divided  the  houfe 
upon  queflions,  wherein  he  flood 
nearly  or  entirely  alone,  were  paf- 
fed  over,  along  with  other  fmgu- 
larities  in  his  drefs  and  manner, 
rather  as  fubjeils  of  pleafantry, 
than  of  ferious  notice  or  reprehen- 
fion.  Even  when  he  involved  mat¬ 
ters  of  flate  with  thofe  of  religion 
in  a  flrange  kind  of  language* 
boafling  that  he  v/as  at  the  head  of 
1 20,000  able  men  in  Scotland,  who 
would  quickly  remedy  their  own 
grievances  if  they  were  not  other- 
wife  redreffed,  and  little  lefs  than 
holding  out  deflrudlion  to  the 
crown  and  government,  unlefs  full 
fecurity  was  given  to  the  affocia- 
tions  in  both  countries,  againfl 
thofe  imminent  dangers  with 
which  they  were  immediately 
threatened  by  popery.  Such  things, 
and  others,  if  poffible,  ftill  more 
extraordinary,  were  only  treated 
merely  as  objefls  of  laughter.  It 
is,  however,  poffible,  that  this 
careleffnefs,  or  complacence  in  the 
houfe,  was  at  length  carried  too  far, 
Befides  the  advertifements  and 
refolutions,  the  inflammatory  ha¬ 
rangue  of  the  prefident  at  the  pre¬ 
ceding  meeting  of  the  Proteflant 
Affociation,  was  publifhed  in  the 
news-papers,  and  was  full  of  mat¬ 
ter  which  might  well  have  excited 
the  mofl  inflan t  attention  and 
alarm.  In  that  piece,  the  prefi- 
dent  informs  his  enthufiaftic  ad¬ 
herents,  among  other  extraordi¬ 
nary  matter.  That,  for  his  part, 
he  would  run  all  hazards  with  the 


*  For  a  particular  detail,  and,  we  fuppofe,  as  far  as  it.  extends,  tolerably  au¬ 
thentic  account,  of  this  whole  affair,  fee  the  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  page 
2 54,  of  our  prefent  volume. 
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people ;  and  if  the  people  were  too 
lukewarm  to  run  all  hazards  with 
him,  when  their  conference  and 
their  country  called  them  forth, 
they  might  get  another  prefident; 
for  he  would  tell  them  candidly, 
that  he  was  not  a  lukewarm  man 
himfelf,  and  that  if  they  meant  to 
fpend  their  time  in  mock  debate 
and  idle  oppofition,  they  might 
get  another  leader.  He  after¬ 
wards  declared,  that  if  he  was  at¬ 
tended  by  lefs  than  20,000  men 
on  the  appointed  day,  he  would 
not  prefent  their  petition  ;  and 
he  gave  orders,  under  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  motion,  for  the  manner 
in  which  they  ihould  be  mar- 
fhalled  in  St.  George’s  Fields  ; 
appointing  that  they  fhould  be 
formed  in  four  bodies,  three  of 
them  regulated  by  the  refpettive 
boundaries  of  the  great  divifions 
of  the  metropolis ;  and  the  fourth 
compofed  entirely  of  his  own  par¬ 
ticular  countrymen.  To  prevent 
mifiakes,  the  whole  were  to  be 
diftinguilhed  by  blue  cockades. — 
If  this  were  not  fufficient  to  arouze 
the  attention  of  government.  Lord 
George  Gordon  gave  notice  to 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  on  the 
T uefday,  that  the  petition  would 
be  prefented  on  the  following 
Friday  ;  and  that  the  whole  body 
of  P-roteftant  affociators,  were  to 
affemble  in  St.  George’s  Fields, 
in  order  to  accompany  their  peti¬ 
tion  to  the  houfe. 

Thefe  notices  ought  to  have 
given  a  more  ferious  alarm  than 
they  feem  to  have  done  to  govern¬ 
ment.  The  oppofition  afterwards 
charged  them  with  little  lefs  than 
a  meditated  encouragement  to  this 

O 

fanatic  tumult,  in  order  to  dif- 
countenance  the  aiTociations  which 
had  more  ferious  objects  in  view  ; 


F  EUROPE.  [191 

and  to  render  odious  and  con¬ 
temptible  all  popular  interpofitioa 
in  affairs  of  ftate.  They  remind¬ 
ed  them  of  their  aftivity  in  giv¬ 
ing  orders  t;o  hold  the  military  in 
readinefs  on  a  peaceable  meeting 
in  Weftminller  Hall ;  and  their 
utter  negledl  of  the  declared  and 
denounced  violence  of  this  fort  of 
people. 

The  alarming  cry  againd  Po¬ 
pery,  with  the  continual  invec¬ 
tive  and  abufe,  which  they  dif- 
feminated  through  news-papers, 
pamphlets,  and  fermons,  oy  de¬ 
grees  drew  over  to  a  meeting,  ori¬ 
ginally  fmall  and  obfeure,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  well-meaning  people  from 
the  various  claffes  of  Proteftants, 
who  ferioufly  apprehended  their 
religion  to  be  in  danger.  Thus,\ 
however  deficient  they  were  in 
point  of  confideration,  being,  for 
the  far  greater  part,  poor  and  ig¬ 
norant  people,  many  of  whom 
could  not  write  their  names,  they 
became  formidable  with  refpe£t  to 
numbers.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
at  all  times  remembered,  that  the 
conduct  of  thefe  affociators  was 
not  more  execrated,  than  the  in¬ 
tolerant  principle,  to  which  they 
owed  their  union  and  action,  was 
condemned,  by  the  found  and 
eminent  divines,  both  of  the  efia- 
blifhed  church  and  of  the  Diifen- 
fcers. 

The  grand  divifions 
of  the  affociators,  being 
drawn  off  by  different  routes  from 
the  rendezvous  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  filled  the  ways,  through 
which  they  marched  in  ranks,  with 
a  multitude  Which  excited  won¬ 
der  and  alarm.  Having  arrived 
at  the  place  of  their  defiination, 
and  filled  up  all  the  ffreets  and' 
avenues  to  both  houfes,  they  be- 

gan 
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gan  the  exercife  of  the  new  au¬ 
thority  derived  from  their  num¬ 
bers,  only  by  compelling  the 
members  as  they  came  down,  to 
cry  out  no  Popery,  to  wear  blue 
cockades,  and  fome,  as  it  is  faid, 
to  take  an  oath  to  contribute  all 
in  their  power  to  the  repeal  of  the 
new  law,  or  as  they  called  it  the 
Popery  Adi.  But  upoiixthe  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
York,  and  other  of  the  prelates 
and  court  lords,  their  rage  and 
violence  was  increafed  to  the 
higheft  pitch.  During  this  dread¬ 
ful  tumult,  which  continued  with 
more  or  lefs  interruption  for  fome 
hours,  the  Archbifhop,  the  Duke 
of  Northumberland,  the  Lord  Pre- 
iident  of  the  Council,  with  feve- 
ral  others  of  the  nubility,  in¬ 
cluding  moll  or  all  of  the  lords 
in  office,  were  treated  w(ith 
the  greateft  indignities.  The 
Bifhop  of  Lincoln,  in  particular, 
moll  narrowly  efcaped  with  his 
life  ;  fir  ft  by  being  fuddenly  car¬ 
ried  into  a  houfe  upon  the  demo¬ 
lition  of  his  carriage  ;  and  then 
being  as  expeditioufty  led  through, 
and  over  its  top,  into  another. 
Lord  Stormont's  life  was  likewife 
in  the  mo  ft  imminent  danger ; 
and  he  wac  only  .  refcued,  after 
being  half  an  hour  in  their  hands, 
by  the  prefence  of  mind  and  ad- 
drefs  of  a  gentleman  who  happen¬ 
ed  to  be  in  the  crowd. 

It  would  be  impoffible  to  de- 
fcribe  the  aftonilhment,  fenfe  of 
degradation,  horror,  and  difmay, 
which  prevailed  in  both  houfes. 
Attempts  were  twice  made  to  force 
their  doors ;  and  were  repelled  by 
the  finnnefs  and  refolution  of 
their  door  keepers  and  other  offi¬ 
cers.  In  this  feene  of  terror  and 
danger,  the  refolution  and  fpirit, 
with  which  a  young  clergyman. 


who  adted  as  affiftant  or  fubllkute 
to  the  Chaplain  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  rebuked  the  outrage 
of  the  mob,  and  told  their  lead¬ 
er,  in  their  prefence,  that  he  was 
anfvverable  for  all  the  blood  that 
would  be  Hied,  and  all  the  other 
fatal  confequences  that  might  en-> 
fue,  merited  fome  other  reward 
befides  mere  applaufe. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  author, 
mover,  and  leader  of  the  fedition, 
having'  obtained  leave  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  to  bring  up  the  peti¬ 
tion,  afterwards  moved  for  its  be¬ 
ing  taken  into  immediate  conft- 
deration.  This  brought  out  fome 
debate,  and  the  rioters  being  irt 
pofteffion  of  the  lobby,  the  houfe' 
were  kept  confined  for  feveral 
hours,  before  they  could  divide 
upon  the  queftion.  The  impedi¬ 
ment  being  at  length  removed  by 
the  arrival  of  the  magiftrates  and 
guards,  the  queftioti  was  rejedted, 
upon  a  diviiion,  by  a  majority 
of  192,  to  fix  only,  by  whom  it 
was  ffipported.  During  this  time. 
Lord  George  Gordon  frequently 
went  out  to  the  top  of  the  gallery 
ftairs,  from  whence  he  harangued 
the  rioters,  telling  them  what 
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palled  in  the  houfe ;  that  their 
petition  would  be  poftponed  ; 
that  he  did  not  like  delays  ;  and 
repeating  aloud,  the  names  of 
gentlemen,  who  had  oppofed  the 
taking  it  into  coniideration  under 
their  prefent  circumftances  ;  thus, 
in  fadt,  lioldiilg  them  out  as  ob¬ 
noxious  perfons  and  enemies,  to 
a  law  lefs  and  defperate  banditti. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons  have 
been  much  cen fared  for  the  want 
of  refolution  and  fpirit,  in  not 
immediately  committing,  upon 
the  arrival  of  the  guards  at  night, 
their  own  member  to  the  Tower, 
who  had  by  fo  fhameful  a  viola¬ 
tion 


History  o 

lion  of  their  privileges,  involved 
them  in  a  fcene  of  fuch  unequalled 
danger  and  difgrace.  It  has  even 
been  laid  that  a  meafure  of  fuch 
vigour,  might  have  prevented  all 
the  horrid  fcenes  of  conflagration, 
plunder,  military  daughter,  and 
civil  execution,  that  afterwards 
took  place.  And  it  has  been  ar¬ 
gued,  from  the  paflive  condudl  of 
the  mob  fome  years  ago,  upon  the 
committal  of  the  Lord  Mayor 
Crofby,  and  of  Alderman  Oliver 
to  the  Tower,  that  it  would  not 
have  been  attended  with  any  ill 
confequence. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  remem¬ 
bered,  that  danger,  is  conlidered 
in  a  very  different  manner,  by 
thofe  who  are  entirely  out  of  its 
reach,  and  even  by  the  fame  per* 
Tons,  under  its  immediate  im- 
preflion.  The  c ire um fiances  were 
likewife  widely  and  effentially  dif¬ 
ferent.  Religious  mobs  are  at  all 
times  infinitely  more  dangerous 
and  cruel,  than  thofe  which  arife 
on  civil  or  political  occafions. 
What  country  has  not  groaned, 
under  the  outrages  and  horrors 
of  fanaticifm  ?  Or  where  have 
they  ever  been  quelled  but  in 
blood  ?  This  mob  was  much  more 
powerful  and  numerous,  as  well 
as  dangerous,  than  any  other  in 
remembrance.  The  force  of  the 
affociators,  was  on  that  day,  whole 
and  entire,  which  it  never  was 
after.  The  intenfe  heat  of  the 
weather,  which  neceiTarily  in- 
creafed  their  inebriation,  added 
fire  to  their  religious  fury  ;  and 
rendering  them  equally  fearlefs 
and  cruel,  no  bounds  could  have 
been  preferibed  to  their  enormi¬ 
ties. 

The  fltuation  of  the  lords  was 
Hill  worfe  than  that  of  the  com- 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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mons.  Befides  that  the  malice  of 
the  rioters  was  pointed  more  that 
way*  they  were  not  under  the 
rellraint  of  any  appl  ication  to  them 
for  redrefsr.  The  appearance  of 
the  lords  who  had  palled  through 
their  hands,  every  thing  about 
them  in  diforder,  and  their  cloaths 
covered  with  dirt,  threw  a  gro- 
tefque  air  of  ridicule  upon  the 
whole,  which  feemed  to  heighten 
the  calamity.  A  propofal  was 
made  to  carry  out  the  mace  ;  but 
it  was  apprehended,  that  perad- 
venture  it  might  never  return.-— 
In  a  word,  fo  difgraceful  a  day 
was  never  beheld  before  by  a  Bri- 
tifh  parliament. 

In  the  midft  of  the  confuflon 
fbme  angry  debate  arofe,  the 
lords  in  oppofition  charging  the 
minifters,  with  being  themfelves 
the  original  caufe  of  all  the  mif- 
chiefs,  that  had  already  or  might 
happen,  by  their  fcandalous  and 
cowardly  conceffions  to  the  rioter's 
in  Scotland  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
calling  them  loudly  to  account, 
for  not  having  provided  for  the 
prefent  evil,  of  which  they  had  fo 
much  previous  notice,  by  having 
the  civil  power  in  readinefs  for  its 
prevention.— To  this  it  was  an- 
fwered  by  a  noble  earl  in  high 
office,  that  orders  had  been  given 
on  the  preceding  day  for  the  at¬ 
tendance  of  the  magiflirates  ;  but 
two  of  thofe  gentlemen  who  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  in  the  way,  being  ferit 
for  and  examined,  declared  they 
had  neither  heard  of  nor  received 
any  fuch  orders. 

Before  the  riling  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  feveral  parties  of 
the  rioters  had  filed  off,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  demolition  of  the 
chapels  belonging  to  the  Sardir 
man  and  Bavarian  minifters. 

[*.V] 
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The  commons  adjourned  to  the 
6th ;  but  the  lords  met  on  the 
following  day,  and  agreed  to  a 
motion  for  an  addrefs  made  by 
the  Lord  Prefident,  requeuing  his 
majefty  to  give  immediate  orders 
for  profecuting,  in  the  mod  effec¬ 
tual  manner,  the  authors,  abet¬ 
tors,  and  inffruments,  of  the  out¬ 
rages  committed  on  the  preceding 
day,  both  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
houfes  of  parliament,  and  upon 
the  houfes  and  chapels  of  feveral 
of  the  foreign  mini  iters. 

On  the  6th,  above  200  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
had  the  courage,  notvvithftanding 
the  dreadful  conflagrations  and 
mifchiefs  of  the  two  preceding 
nights,  the  deftruftion  threaten¬ 
ed  to  feveral  of  themfelves  in  their 
perfons  and  houfes,  and  which 
had  already  fallen  upon  the  houfe 
of  Sir  George  Saville,  in  Leicefter 
Fields,  to  make  their  way  through 
the  vail  crowds  which  filed  the 
ffreets,  and  which  were  interlac¬ 
ed  and  furrounded,  by  large  de¬ 
tachments  of  the  military  on  foot 
and  on  horfeback.  They  found 
Weilminfter  Hall  and  the  ave¬ 
nues  to  the  houfe  lined  with  fol- 
diers ;  upon  which  a  celebrated 
member  obferved  in  his  fpeech, 
bewailing  the  deplorable  fituation 
to  which  parliament  was  reduced, 
that  they  had  a  bludgeoned  mob 
waiting  for  them  in  the  ftreet, 
and  a  military  force  with  fxed 
bayonets  at  their  doors,  in  order 
to  fupport  and  preferve  the  free¬ 
dom  of  debate. 

They,  however,  palled  fome 
refolutions  ;  one  being  an  affer- 
tion  of  their  own  privileges ;  the 
fecond,  for  a  committee  to  en¬ 
quire  into  the  late  and  prefent 
.outrages,  and  for  the  difcovery  of 


their  authors,  promoters  and  a- 
bettors  ;  the  third,  for  a  profecu-> 
tion  by  the  Attorney  General  ; 
and  the  fourth,  an  addrefs  to  Ms 
majefly  for  the  reimburfement  of 
the  foreign  minifters,  to  the 
amount  of  the  damages  they  had 
fuflained  by  the  rioters.  Another 
refolution  was  moved  by  the  mini- 
fter  and  agreed  to,  for  proceeding 
immediately,  when  the  prefent 
tumults  were  fubflded,  to  take 
into  due  confi deration  the  peti¬ 
tions  from  many  of  his  majefty  ?s 
Protefliant  fubjedts.  Intelligence 
being  received  of  the  conflagra¬ 
tions  which  were  commenced  in 
the  city,  it  threw  every  thing  into 
new  confufion,  and  a  hafty  ad¬ 
journment  took  place. 

Some  of  the  lords  likewife  met; 
but  the  impropriety  of  their  pro¬ 
ceeding  upon  any  public  bufmefs 
in  the  prefent  date  of  tumult,  and 
furrounded  by  a  military  force, 
bein?  taken  into  confi  deration, 

O  # 

and  an  account  arriving  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  flrfl:  lord  of 
the  admiralty,  in  his  way  to  the 
houfe,  had  been  fet  upon,  wound¬ 
ed,  and  his  life  only  critically 
faved  by  the  military,  they  ad¬ 
journed  to  the  19th. 

Never  did  the  metropolis,  in 
any  known  age,  exhibit  fuch  a 
dreadful  fpedtacle  of  calamity  and 
horror,  or  experience  fuch  real 
danger,  terror  and  diflrefs,  as  on 
the  following  day  and  night.  , 

It  is  faid,  that  it  was  beheld  ? 
blazing  in  thirty-fix  different  parts 
from  one  fpot.  Some  of  thele 
conflagrations  wrere  of  fuch  a  mag¬ 
nitude  as  to  be  truly  tremendous* 
Of  thefe,  the  great  jail  of  New¬ 
gate,  the  King’s  Bench  prifon, 
the  new  Bridewell  in  St.  George’s 
Fields,  the  Fleet  prifcn,  and  the 
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houfes  and  great  didilleries  of  Mr. 
Langdale  in  Holborn,  where  the 
vad  quantity  of  fpirituous  liquors 
increafed  the  violence  of  the  flames 
to  a  degree  of  which  no  adequate 
conception  can  be  formed,  pre- 
fented  fpeftacles  of  the  mod:  dread¬ 
ful  nature.  The  houfes  of  mod: 
of  the  Roman  Catholicks  were 
marked  ;  and  generally  dedroyed 
or  burned  ;  as  well  as  thofe  of  the 
few  magidrates  who  Ihevved  any 
activity  in  repreding  thofe  tu¬ 
mults.  The  outrages  grew  far 
more  violent  and  general  after 
the  breaking  open  of  the  prifons. 

The  attacks  made  that  day  upon 
the  bank,  rouzed  the  whole  acti¬ 
vity  of  government.  Great  bo¬ 
dies  of  forces  had  for  fome  time 
been  collecting  from  all  parts. 
They  were  at  length  employed, 
and  brought  on  the  catadrophe  of 
that  melancholy  night  which  fol¬ 
lowed.  Strong  detachments  of 
troops  being  fent  into  the  city, 
and  the  attempts  on  the  bank 
and  other  places  renewed,  a  car¬ 
nage,  then  inevitable,  enfued,  in 
which  a  great  number  of  lives 
were  lod.  Nothing  could  be 
more  difmal  than  that  night. 
Thofe  who  were  on  the  fpot,  or 
in  the  vicinity  fay,  that  the  pre- 
fent  darknefs,  the  gleam  of  the 
didant  fires,  the  dreadful  fhouts, 
in  different  quarters,  of  the  rio¬ 
ters,  the  groans  of  the  dying,  and 
the  heavy  regular  platoon  firing 
of  the  foldiers,  formed,  all  toge¬ 
ther,  a  feene  fo  terrific  and  tre¬ 
mendous,  as  no  defcription  or 
even  imagination  could  podiblv 
reach. 

The  metropolis  prefented  on 
the  following  day,  in  many 
places,  the  image  of  a  city  re¬ 
cently  dormed  and  facked ;  all 


bufinefs  at  an  end,  houfes  and 
fhops  ihut  up,  the  Royal  Ex¬ 
change,  public  buildings  and 
dreets,  poffeffed  and  occupied  by 
the  troops,  fmoaking  and  burning 
ruins,  with  a  dreadful  void  and 
filence,  in  feenes  of  the  greated 
hurry,  noife,  and  bufinefs. 

The  Houle  of  Commons  g  , 
met  on  the  following  day  ; 
but  although  the  rioters  were  en¬ 
tirely  quelled,  it  was  immediately 
noticed  that  the  city  of  Wedminder 
was  under  martial  law,  and  they 
accordingly  adjourned  to  the  19th. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  fame  day. 
Lord  George  Gordon  was  taken 
into  cudody,  at  his  houfe  in  Wel- 
beck  Street,  and  conveyed  to  the 
Horfe  Guards ;  and  after  a  long 
examination  before  feveral  lords 
of  the  privy  council,  he  was  be¬ 
tween  nine  and  ten  in  the  evening 
conduced  (under  the  drongelt 
guard  that  was  ever  known  to  at¬ 
tend  any  date  prifoner)  to  the 
Tower,  where  he  was  committed 
to  clofe  confinement. 

The  meeting;  of  par-  T  - 

Lament, afterthis com-  Junc  l9  • 
pelled  recefs,  was  opened  by  a 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  in  which 
notice  was  taken,  that  the  out¬ 
rages  committed  by  bands  of  def- 
perate  and  abandoned  men,  broke 
forth  with  fuch  violence  into  atts 
of  felony  and  treafon,  had  fo  far 
overborne  all  civil  authority,  and 
threat^  ed  fo  directly  the  imme¬ 
diate  overlion  of  all  legal  pow¬ 
er,  the  dedru£tion  of  all  proper¬ 
ty,  and  the  confufion  of  every 
order  in  the  date,  that  his  majedy 
found  himfelf  obliged,  by  every 
tie  of  duty  and  affedtion  to  his 
people,  to  fupprefs,  in  every  part, 
thofe  rebellious  infurre&ions,  and 
to  provide  for  the  public  fafety, 
[*iV]  2  by 
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bv  the  mod  effectual  and  imme¬ 
diate  application  of  the  force  en- 
truded  to  him  by  parliament. 

They  were  informed  that  pro¬ 
per  orders  had  been  given,  for 
bringing  the  authors,  abettors, 
and  perpetrators  of  thole  inlur- 
reftions,  and  of  fuch  criminal 
acts,  to  fpeedy  trial,  and  to  fuch 
condign  punilhment,  as  the  laws 
prefcribed,  and  the  vindication  of 
public  judice  demanded.  His 
majefly  concluded,  that  though 
he  truded  it  was  not  necelfary, 
yet  he  thought  it  right  at  that 
time,  to  renew  his  folemn  adur- 
ances  to  them,  that  he  had  no 
other  objebt  but  to  make  the  laws 
of  the  realm,  and  the  principles 
of  our  excellent  con  dilution  in 
church  and  date,  the  rule  and 
meafure  of  his  conduct  ;  and  that 
he  fhould  ever  confider  it  as  the 
fir  it  duty  of  his  dation,  and  the 
chief  glory  of  his  reign,  to  main¬ 
tain  and  prel'erve  the  edablilhed 
religion  of  his  kingdom,  and,  as 
far  as  in  him  lay,  te  fecure  and 
to  perpetuate  the  rights  and  liber¬ 
ties  of  his  people. 

This  fpeech  was  generally  ap¬ 
proved  of  on  all  iides,  and  the 
cudomary  aadreiTes  carried  with¬ 
out  oppofition.  Some  ariimad- 
verfion,  however,  palled  in  both 
houfes,  and  no  final]  degree  of 
,  cenfure  was  thrown  upon  the  con¬ 
duct  of  adminidration,  with  re- 
fpebt  to  the  ,  late  didurbances ; 
the  mifchiefs  that  had  happened,' 
and  all  the  unhappy  confequences 
that  might  enfue,  being  directly 
charged  to  their  negledt,  in  not 
calling  forth  the  civil  power  in 
time,  and  to  their  delay,  in  not 
employing  the  military  until  it 
was  too  late. — To  the  lad  charge, 
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it  was  replied,  that  the  fer vices 
were  fo  numerous,  and  the  appli¬ 
cations  fo  continual,  and  from 
fuch  various  quarters,  for  protec¬ 
tion  or  abidance,  as  the  apprehen- 
fions  or  danger  of  the  people  in~ 
creafed,  that  the  isroops  at  hand 
were  not  half  fufficient  to  anfwer 
the  demands,  until  the  arrival  of 
the  regulars  and  militia  from  the 
country. 

The  following  day  brought  on  . 
in  a  committee  of  the  whole  houfe, 
the  confideration  of  the  feveral 
petitions,  praying  for  a  repeal  of 
the  late  bill,  which  had  been  made 
the  occafion  of  fo  much  mifchief. 
No  repeal  was  propofed  upon  thole 
petitions.  No  evil  had  actually 
happened  from  the  relaxation  of 
the  fmgle  penal  law  which  had 
been  relaxed  ;  and  the  cenfe- 
quences  apprehended  from  it,  were 
confidered  as  weak  and  vifionary* 
There  was  rather  much  difeourfe 
than  debate  upon  the  ftibjedt, 
very  little  having  been  faid  on , 
the  of  the  petitions.  The 
queltion  was,  however,  folemnly, 
and  very  largely  fpoke  to,  and 
with  the  greated  eloquence.  The 
chief  fpeakers  were  Lord  North., 
Lord  Beauchamp,  Sir  George 
Saville,  Mr.  Wilkes,  Mr.  Burke, 
and  Mr.  Fox.  The  two  latter 
fpoke  for  three  hours  each.  For 
the  fird  time  they  all  fpoke  on 
the  fame  fide ;  and  fupported  the 
doflrine  of  toleration,  on  grounds 
much  larger  than  thofe  on  which 
the  bill,  complained  of  dood. 

lit  order,  however,  to  quiet  the 
minds,  and  to  remove  the  appre- 
henfions,  of  fuch  well  meaning, 
but  ill  informed  perfons,  as  might 
be  among  the  petitioners,  refbiu- 
tions  to  the  following  purport 

were 
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were  moved  for  by  Lord  Beau¬ 
champ,  agreed  to  by  the  commit¬ 
tee,  and  confirmed  bv  the  houfe. 

That  the  effedt  and  operation  of 
the  ad  palled  in  the  1 8th  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  for  relieving  his 
fubjeds  profelling  the  Popifh  reli¬ 
gion  from  certain  penalties  and 
difabilities,  impofed  on  them  by 
an  ad  of  the  iith  and  12th  of 
William  the  Third,  have  been 
mifreprefented,  and  mifunder- 
itoed. 

That,  the  faid  ad,  of  the  1 8th 
of  his  prefent  majefty,  does  not 
repeal  or  alter,  or  in  any  manner 
invalidate  or  render  ineffedual, 
the  feveral  ftatutes  made  to  pro¬ 
hibit  the  exercife  of  the  Popiffi 
religion,  previous  to  the  ftatute  of 
the  1 1  th  and  12th  of  William  the 
Third. 

That,  no  eccleftaftical  or  Lpi ri¬ 
tual  juiftfdidion  or  authority  is 
given,  by  the  faid  ad,  to  the 
Pope  or  the  See  of  Rome. 

That,  this  houfe  does,  and 
ever  will.  Watch  over  the  interefts 
of  the  Proteftant  religion  with  the 
moft  unremitted  attention ;  and 
that  all  attempts  to  feduce  the 
youth  of  this  kingdom  from  the 
eftablifhed  church  to  Popery,  are 
highly  criminal  according  to  the 
laws  in  force,  and  are  a  proper 
fubjed.of  further  regulation. 

And,  that  all  endeavours  to 
difquiet  the  minds  of  the  people, 
by  mifreprefenting  the  faid  ad  of 
the  1 8th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
prefent  majefty,  as  inconfiftent 
with  the  fafety,  or  irreconcileable 
to  the  principles  of  the  Proteftant 
religion,  have  a  manifeft  tendency 
to  dillurb  the  public  peace,  to 
break  the  union  necefiary  at  this 
time,  to  bring  difhenour  on  the 
national  charader,  to  diferedit 
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the  Proteftant  religion  in  the  eyes 
of  other  nations,  and  to  furniih 
occafion,  for  the  renewal  of  the 
perfecution  of  our  Proteftant  bre¬ 
thren  in  other  countries. 

On  the  fame  principle,  of  af¬ 
fording  fatisfadion  to,  and  quiet¬ 
ing  the  minds  of  thofe,  who  had 
been  milled  by  error  and  mifre- 
prefentation,  a  bill  was  brought 
in,  (though  othervvife  generally 
thought  unndeeffary)  and  palled 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  af¬ 
fording  fe/curity  to  the  Proteftant 
religion  from  any  encroachments 
of  Popery,  by  more  effectually  re- 
ftraining  Papifts,  or  perfons  pro- 
fefting  the  Popifh  religion,  from 
teaching,  or  taking  upon  them- 
felves  the  education  or  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  children  of  Prote- 
ftants. 

A  letter  which  had  been  writ¬ 
ten  during  the  late  difturbances, 
by  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of 
the  army,  and  confirmed  by  others 
of  a  fubfequent  date,  containing 
orders  to  the  officer  who  com¬ 
manded  the  military  forces  in  the 
city  of  London,  to  difarm  all 
perfons,  who  did  not  belong  to 
the  militia,  or  who  did  not  carry 
them  under  the  royal  authority  ; 
this  meafure,  being  conftdered  as 
contrary  to  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind,  as  well  as  to  the  exprefs 
law  of  the  land,  it  gave  no  fmall 
umbrage  without  doors,  and  be¬ 
came  a  fubjedt  of  fome  animad- 
verfion  within.  If  likewife  occa- 
fioned  fome  confufion  in  the  city, 
where  the  inhabitants  were  affio- 
ciating  and  arming  for  mutual 
defence,  under  the  condudt  of 
their  refpetlive  magiftrates  ;  and 
became  the  ground  of  a  corre- 
fpondence,  which  has  been  pub^ 
liffied,  between  the  chief  magi- 
[*Ar]  3  ilrate. 
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drate,  and  the  Lord  Preddent  of 
the  council. 

n  This  matter  was  taken 
up  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
by  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  at 
whofe  motion  (after  fome  ani- 
madveriion  on  the  fubjecl  on  a 
preceding  day)  the  letters  in 
cjjuefdon,  the  plan  of  an  alfocia- 
tion  by  the  Lord  Mayor,  and  the 
declaration  of  rights  in  the  2d  of 
William  and  Mary,  were  all  read. 
The  Duke  of  P.ichmond  then  ob- 
ferved,  that  thofe  letters  were  de- 
poli  ted  in  the  public  archives ; 
that  they  would  defcend  to  pode- 
rity  a  mod;  alarming  precedent,  of 
a  mod  violent  and  unwarrantable 
infringement  of  the  conditution, 
if  no  refolution  of  cenfure  and 
difapprobation  was  entered  on  the 
records  of  parliament.  Lie  had 
nothing-  to  do  with  the  noble 
iord5s  intention  :  his  intention 
might  be  perfectly  innocent,  nay, 
it  might  be  laudable.  But  the 
letter  of  the  order  was  dangerous ; 
future  advantage  might  be  taken 
of  it  to  the  dedruftion  of  our 
freedom,  and  therefore  it  was 
that  he  anxioufly  wifhed,  their 
lordfhips  to  come  to  fome  refo¬ 
lution  upon  the  fubjeCL 

He  accordingly  moved  a  refo¬ 
lution  to  the  following  purport. 
That  the  letter  of  Jeffery  Lord 
Amherd,  dated  the  13  th  of  June, 
to  Colonel  Twideton,  then  com¬ 
manding  an  armed  force  in  the 
city  of  London,  in  which  he  or¬ 
ders  him  to  difarm  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  who  had  armed  themfeives 
for  the  defence  of  their  lives  and 
properties,  and  likewife  to  detain 
their  arms,  contained  an  unwar¬ 
rantable  command  to  deprive  the 
citizens  of  their  legal  property  ; 
was  exprefsly  contrary  to  the  fun¬ 


damental  principles  of  the  condi¬ 
tution,  and  a  violation  of  one  of 
their  mod  facred  rights,  as  declar¬ 
ed  in  the  2d  of  William  and  Mary, 
that  every  Protedant  fubje£t  of 
this  empire  is  entitled  to  carry  arms 
in  his  own  defence. 

The  noble  lord  who  was  the 
fubjcCt  of  the  propoled  refolution, 
had,  upon  the  firffc  mention  of  the 
affair,  juftified  the  letter,  by  fay¬ 
ing  it  related  only  to  the  mob, 
and  the  riotous  rabble,  who,  he 
had  received  information,  were 
pofTeffed  of  firelocks  ;  that  he  had 
done  his  duty,  and  was  ready  to 
abide  the  confequences.  But  this 
judificaticn  not  being  admitted  on 
the  other  fide,  who  contended 
that  it  was  totally  overthrown, 
by  the  word  inhabitants  in  the  fird 
letter,  and  the  explanations  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  armed  adbciations  in 
the  fucceeding,  new  grounds  of 
vindication  or  defence  were  taken 
by  the  miniders  upon  the  making 
of  this  motion. 

They  faid,  that  while  they  al¬ 
lowed  the  right  of  Protedant 
Englifhmen  to  arm,  whether  in 
defence  of  their  own  perfons  and 
houfes,  or  thofe  of  their  neigh¬ 
bours,  they  mud  confider  a  wide 
difference  between  their  aCting  in 
this  defendve  manner,  for  the  im- 
mediate  protection  of  their  per¬ 
fons  and  properties,  and  their  af- 
fembling  armed  in  bodies,  and 
marching  out  in  martial  array  ; 
the  'fird  was  clearly  judifiable, 
becaufe  neceflary  ;  the  latter  might 
lead  to  many  dangerous  confe¬ 
quences.  That  it  was  not  eafy, 
even  now,  to  look  back  with  an 
equal  and  compofed  mind,  or  in¬ 
deed  without  confiderable  emo- 
tipn,  to  thofe  dreadful  didurfo- 
ajices ;  what  then  mud  it  have 
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been,  in  the  midft  of  that  fcene 
of  outrage,  danger,  and  confu- 
fion.  It  was  in  the  wild  uproar 
and  confuhon  of  that  fcene,  that 
the  noble  lord  gave  the  order. 
The  meafurc  was  prompted  by  the 
fpur  of  the  occafion.  The  necef- 
iity  and  occafion,  as  in  number- 
lefs  inftances,  muft  juftify  the  aft. 
It  was  not  to  be  conceived,  that  in 
the  fituation  in  which  the  noble 
lord  was  engaged,  he  could  pay 
nice  attention  to  his  exprelhons ; 
or  that  a  man  educated  in  the 
held,  fhould  be  acquainted  with 
all  the  privileges  of  the  bill  of 
rights. 

But  the  oppofition  contended, 
that  there  was  no  weight  in  the 
argument,  that  the  letter  was 
written  in  a  hate  of  hurry  and 
confuhon  ;  for  the  date  fhewed, 
that  it  had  been  written  feveral 
days  after  the  dihurbance  and 
■danger  were  over.  It  was  there¬ 
fore  to  be  conlidered  as  a  meafure 
taken  upon  due  deliberation  ;  and 
■it  was  of  too  ferious  and  alarming 
a  nature,  to  be  pafted  over  with¬ 
out  the  notice  of  parliament. 
They  therefore  urged,  and  even 
fupplicated  the  houfe,  not  to  per¬ 
mit  fuch  a  letter  to  defeend  as  a 
record  and  precedent  to  poherity, 
without  fome  mark  of  their  difap- 
probation  ;  at  any  rate,  they  faid, 
a  direct  negative  would  be  highly 
impolitic.  They  ought  at  leahto 
take  fome  gentle  method  of  difpo- 
fmg  of  the  propoiition  ;  and  to 
leave  fomething,  however  lenient, 
on  their  journals,  which  might 
prove  an  antidote  to  the  poifon. 

Thequeftion  was,  however,  ne¬ 
gatived,  without  a  divilion.  Two 
motions  on  the  fame  ground  were 
made  by  Mr.  Sawbridge,  a  few 
days  after,  in  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 


mons,  where  they  met  with  a  fimi- 
lar  fate. 

On  bringing  up  the  bill  for  the 
regulation  of  Popifh  fchools  from 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  the  lords 
in  general,  including  the  right 
reverend  bench,  appeared  much 
on  the  fide  of  toleration  ;  and  in¬ 
deed  fome  of  the  peers,  fpiritual 
as  well  as  lay,  exprefted  the  moll 
liberal  and  enlightened  fentiments 
on  the  fubjeft;  fo  that  the  bill 
fcarcely  feemed  to  be  any  farther 
conlidered  as  neceftary,  than  mere¬ 
ly  as  tending  to  allay  the  jealou- 
fies  and  apprehenfions-of  the  peti¬ 
tioners. 

But  feveral  of  the  lords  conli- 
dering  it  as  a  great  indignity  to 
parliament,  and  to  that  houfe 
particularly,  to  pafs  a  bill,  which 
carried  all  the  appearance  of  being 
forced  upon  them  by  outrage  and 
threat,  and  the  fame  idea  operat¬ 
ing  by  degrees  with  others,  it  was 
contrived,  (after  feveral  propofed, 
and  fome  received  amendments) 
upon  its  being  brought  up  to  be 
reported  from  the  committee,  to 
fet  it  afide,  without  a  di-  ^  .  , 

reft  negative,  by  moving  ^  ^  “* 

it  might  be  read  the  third  time, 
on  that  day  week,  which  being 
carried,  had  the  effect  of  a  pre¬ 
vious  queftion,  as  it  was  known  that 
a  prorogation  would  take  place  in 
the  interim. 

The  fpeech  from  the 
throne  acknowledged, 
that  the  magnanimity  and  perfever- 
ance  of  parliament,  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  the  prefent  juft  and  ne~ 
ceftary  war,  had  enabled  his  ma- 
jefty  to  make  fuch  exertions,  as 
would,  he  trufted,  difappoint  the 
violent  and  unjuft  defigns  of  his 
enemies,  and  bring  them  to  liften 
to  equitable  and  honourable  terms 
[*N]  4  *f 
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of  peace.— ^That  thefe  exertions 
had  already  been  attended  with 
fuccefs  by  fea  and  land ;  and 
the  late  important  and  prod- 
perous  turn  of  affairs  in  North 
America,  afforded  the  faired  prof- 
pedl  of  the  returning  loyalty  and 
affettion  of  the  colonies,  and  of 
their  happy  re-union  with  their 
parent  country.  Particular  obli¬ 
gations  were  acknowledged  to  be 
felt,  and  thanks  accordingly  re¬ 
turned  to  the  Commons,  for  the 
confidence  they  had  repofed,  and 
the  large  and  ample  fupplies  which 
they  had  fo  chearfully  granted. 
But  the  drength  of  the  fpeech 
feemed  thrown  into  the  conclud¬ 
ing  paragraph,  in  which  both 
Lords  and  Commons  were  earned- 
ly  called  upon  to  affifl  his  majedy, 
by  their  influence  and  authority  in 
their  feveral  counties,  as  they  had 
already  by  their  unanimous  fup- 
port  in  parliament,  in  guarding 
the  peace  of  the  kingdom  from 
future  didurbances,  and  watching 
over  the  prefervation  of  the  public 
fafety.  To  make  the  people  fen- 
flble  of  the  happinefs  they  enjoy, 
and  the  diftinguifhed  advantages 
they  derive,  from  our  excellent 
c.onflitution  in  church  and  hate. 
To  warn  them  of  the  hazard  of 
innovation  ;  to  point  out  to  them 
the '  fatal  confequences  of  fuch 
commotions  as  have  lately  been 
excited;  and  to  imprefs  on  their 
minds  this  important  truth, — 
'That  rebellious  infurreftions,  to 
refill-  or  to  reform  the  laws,  mull 
cklier  epd  in  phe  dedrusffion  of  the 


perfon  v/ho  makes  the  attempt,  or 
in  the  fubverfion  or  our  free  and 
happy  conditution. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this  un.u- 
fually  long,  -  and  very  extraordd 
i\ary  feflion  of  parliament.  A 
feffion,  in  which  almoii  every  day 
produced  a  queflion,  and  every 
queliion  a  debate,  which  in  any 
other  would  have  been  deemed 
highly  interefting ;  but  v/hich  were 
frequently  loll,  in  that  glare  of 
ftill  greater  matter,  which  was  fo 
continually  thrown  out  in  this* 
A  feffion,  in  which  unexpended 
victories,  and  unaccountable  de-, 
feats,  alternately  raifed  and  funk 
the  hopes  of  the  contending  par¬ 
ties,  from  the  highed  pitch  of  ex¬ 
ultation,  to  the  lowed  ftate  of  de^ 
fpondency.  The  point  of  decifion 
feemed  more  than  once  quivering, 
and  hanging  only  by  a  hair. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  may  be  faid 
with  confidence,  that  fo  great  a 
number  of  important  affairs  were 
never  agitated  in  any  one  feffion. 
The  riot,  in  the .  clofe,  threw  a 
general  damp  upon  all  endeavours 
whatever  for  reformation,  however 
unconne&ed  with  its  particular 
objeCL  Popular  fury  feemed,  for 
that  time  at  lead,  the  greated  of 
all  pofiible  evils.  And  admini- 
dration  then  gathered,  and  has 
fince  preferved,  no  final!  degree  of 
power,  from  a  tumult  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  threaten  the  fubverfioq 
of  all  government. 

This  may  likewife  be  conddered 
as  concluding  the  political  exidr 
ence  of  that  parliament. 


C  H  A  p. 
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C'  H  A  P.  IX. 

Sir  George  Rodney  proceeds  to  Gibraltar ,  in  his  way  to  the  Weft  Indies . 

* Takes  a  valuable  Spanijh  Convoy.  Falls  in  with  a  fquadren,  under 
the  command  of  Don  ftuan  de  Langara.  fakes  the.  Admiral ,  with  J'eve- 
ral  men  of  war ,  and  deftroys  others.  Relieves  Gibraltar ,  J applies  Minorca , 
and  proceeds  on  his  deftined  voyage.  Prothee ,  French  man  cf  war , 
taken  by  Admiral  Digby ,  on  his  return  from  Gibraltar .  Dutch  convoy , 
under  the  conduct  of  Count  Byland,  flopped,  and  examined ,  by  Commo¬ 
dore  Fielding.  Count  Byland  comes  to  Spithead,  with  his  fquadren 
and  convey.  Confequences  of  that ,  and  of  other  precedent  and  fubfc- 
quent  meafures.  Ruffian  manifefto.  Northern  neutrality .  Royal  pro¬ 
clamation  in  London,  fufpending  certain  ftipu.lations  in  favour  cf  ths 
fubjedls  of  the  States  General.  ReirofpeSlive  view  cf  affairs  in  Ame¬ 
rica  and  the  Weft  Indies,  in  the  year  1 779.  Advantages  derived  by 
the  Spanijh  commanders ,  from  their  early  knowledge  of  the  intended  rup¬ 
ture.  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  fubdues  the  Britijh  fettletnents  on  the 
Mifjifftppi .  Sullivan*  s  fuccefsful  expedition  againft  the  Indians  of  the  fix 
nations.  Some  obfervations  on  the  policy  of  that  people,  and  on  the  fate 
pf  culture  and  improvement ,  which  the  Americans  difeovered  in  their 
country.  Expeditions  from  famaica  to  the  Bay  cf  Honduras ,  and  the 
Mcfquito  fhore.  Fortrefs  of  Omoa  and  Spanijh  regifter  fhips  taken. 
Vigilant  and  fuccefsful  conduct  cf  Admiral  Hyde  Parker ,  on  the  leeward 
ifiand  ft  at  ion. 


THE  opening  of  the  year 
1780,  feemed  to  indicate 
fome  return  of  that  naval  renown, 
which  had  fo  long  been  the  pride 
of  the  Englifh  name  and  nation  ; 
but  which,  through  fome  unto¬ 
ward  circumftances,  feemed  for 
fome  time  to  have  been  ftrangely 
in  the  wane. 

Sir  George  Rodney,  being  ap¬ 
pointed  to  the  chief  command  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  was  likewife  un¬ 
der  orders,  to  proceed,  in  his  way 
thither,  with  a  ftrong  fquaaron  to 
the  relief  of  Gibraltar.  For  that 
important  fortrefs  had  been  very 
clofely  blockaded,  and  in  part 
befteged  by  the  Spaniards,  ever 
/Ince  the  commencement  of  hofti- 
Uties  between  the  two  nations  ; 
5>nd  the  lofs  of  our  naval  fuperio- 


rlty  in  the  Mediterranean,  toge¬ 
ther  with  that  unhappy  ftate  of 
weaknefs  on  the  ocean,  which  dis¬ 
abled  us  from  keeping  the  com-, 
m unication  with  that  place  open, 
occafioned  the  garrifon’s  being  re¬ 
duced  to  very  coni! derable  diftrefs, 
as  well  with  refpebt  to  provifions, 
as  to  military  and  garrifon  ftores. 
The  lofs  of  power,  and  confe- 
quently  of  influence  and  refpedt, 
in  the  Mediterranean,  among  its 
other  ill  effects,  has  been  produc¬ 
tive  of  one,  which  could  fcarcely 
have  been  expected,  at  leaft  in 
the  degree  and  manner  in  which 
it  has  taken  place.  This  has  been 
the  defection  of  the  Barbary  ftat.es ; 
or  if  not  the  whole,  that  of  their 
principal,  and  in  whom  we  are 
moft  interefted,  the  Emperor  of 

Morocco ; 
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Morocco ;  who,  contrary  to  all 
former  example,  and  in  contra¬ 
vention  of  that  mortal  enmity, 
which,  through  a  courfe  of  ages, 
had  been  effablifhed  and  heredi¬ 
tary  between  the  two  nations,  has 
taken  little  lefs  than  an  open  and 
dired  part  on  the  fide  of  Spain. 
By  this  means  Gibraltar,  in  the 
molt  critical  feafon  of  danger 
which  it  has  ever  experienced, 
has-  been  cut  oft  from  its  domeflic 
market ;  and  has  looked  over  in 
vain  to  the  oppofite  fhore,  for 
that  ample  fupply  of  provifions, 
with  which  it  had  hitherto  been 
furniihed  from  Barbary. 

Fortune  feemed  attached  to  the 
new  commander’s  flag,  in  a  fignal 
manner  on  the  outlet.  He  had 
only  been  a  few  days  at  fea,  when 
he  fell  in  with  a  very  confiderable 
convoy,  bound  from  St.  Sebaftian 
to  Cadiz,  confiding  of  15  fail  of 
merchantmen,  under  the  guard  of 

Jan. 
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‘  ov"’'  to  26  guns,  and  of  two 
Imaller  armed  veil'd  s.  The  whole 
fleet  was  taken  ;  and  the  whole, 
ihips  of  war,  as  well  as  others, 
belonged  to  the  royal  company  of 
the  Carraccas.  The  capture  was 
exceedingly  fortunate  ;  much  the 
greater  part  of  the  velfels  being 
loaded  with  wheat,  flour,  and 
other  fpecies  of  provilion ;  and 
the  remainder  with  bale  goods 
and  naval  ftores.  The  former, 
the  admiral  judicioufly  conveyed 
to  Gibraltar,  where  their  cargoes 
were  fo  much  wanted,  and  the 
latter  he  fent  back  to  England, 
where  the  naval  ftores  were  no  lefs 
welcome. 

But  this  was  only  the  prelude  to 
greater  and  more  brilliant  fuccefs. 

5 


8  th. 


a  line  new  64  gun  fhip, 
of  4  frigates,  from  32 


In  about  a  week  the  aami- 
ral  fell  in,  off  Cape  St.  1  ui* 
Vincent,  with  a  Spanifh  fqua- 
dron  of  eleven  fhips  of  the  line, 
under  the  command  of  Don  Juan 
Langara.  The  enemy,  being 
much  inferior  in  force,  endea¬ 
voured  all  they  could  to  avoid  ail 
engagement ;  a  defign,  to  which 
the  different  circumffances,  of  a 
rough  gale,  high  fea,  fhort  day, 
and  dangerous  coaft,  were  ex¬ 
tremely  favourable.  In  order  to 
counteract  this  defign,  Sir  George 
Rodney  changed  the  iignal  for  a 
line  of  battle  a  bread,  to  that 
for  a  general  chace,  with  orders 
to  engage  as  the  ihips  came  up 
by  rotation  ;  taking  at  the  fame 
time  the  lee  gage,  to  prevent  the 
enemy’s  retreat  into  their  own 
ports. 

The  headmoft  fhips  began  to 
engage  about  four  o’clock  in  the 
evening ;  and  their  fire  was  re¬ 
turned  with  great  fpirit  and  refo- 
lution  by  the  Spaniards.  The 
night  was  dark,  tempefluous  and 
di  final,  and  the  fleet  being  nearly 
involved  among  the  fhoals  of  St. 
Lucar,  rendered  the  afped  more 
terrible.  Early  in  the  adion,  the 
Spanifh  fhip  San  Domingo,  of 
70  guns  and  600  men,  blew  up, 
and  all  on  board  perifhed ;  the 
Englifh  man  of  war  with  which 
fhe  was  engaged,  narrowly  efcap- 
ing  a  fimilar  fate.  The  adion 
and  purfuit  continued,  with  a 
conftant  fire,  until  two  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  when  the  headmoft 
of  the  enemy’s  line  ftruck  to  the 
admiral. 

The  Spanifh  admiral’s  fhip  the 
Phenix,  of  80  guns,  with  three  of 
70,  were  taken,  and  carried  fafely 
into  port.  The  San  Julian  of 
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70  guns,  commanded  by  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Medina,  was  taken,  the 
officers  fhifted,  and  a  lieutenant 
with  70  Britifh  Teamen  put  on 
board  ;  but  by  her  afterwards  run¬ 
ning  on  fhore,  the  vidtors  expe¬ 
rienced  the  caprice  of  war,  in 
becoming  themfelves  prifoners. 
Another  fhip  of  the  fame  force, 
was  likewife  taken,  and  her  offi¬ 
cers  fhifted ;  but  fhe  afterwards 
run  upon  the  breakers,  and  was 
totally  loft^  Two  more  efcaped 
greatly  damaged,  and  two  lefs  fo, 
into  Cadiz.  Such  was  the  final 
difpofal  of  the  whole  Spanifh 
fquadron. 

Such  were  the  peculiar  circum- 
ftances  attending  this  engage¬ 
ment,  that  notwithftanding  the 
inferiority  of  the  enemy  in  point 
of  force,  few  actions  have  requir¬ 
ed  a  higher  degree  of  intrepidity, 
more  confummate  naval  fkill,  or 
greater  dexterity  of  feamanfhip. 
Even  the  light  of  the  enfuing  day, 
was  fcarcely  fufficient  to  extri¬ 
cate  feveral  Britifh  capital  fhips 
from  the  mod  imminent  danger; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  fecond 
morning  after  the  adtion,  that  they 
had  entirely  cleared  the  fhoals,  and 
recovered  deep  water.  It  feems 
upon  the  whole  fcarcely  to  admit 
of  a  doubt,  not  only  that  the 
whole  Spanilh  feet  would  have 
efcaped  from  a  more  cautious 
commander ;  but  that  the  appa¬ 
rent  circumdances  of  the  cafe 
would  have  afforded  a  full  j uni¬ 
fication  of  his  conduit  upon  any 
retrofpedL 

The  Spanifh  admiral,  Don 
Juan  de  Langara,  behaved  with  the 
greatelt  gallantry  ;  was  himfelf 
forely  wounded,  and  his  fhip  near¬ 
ly  a  wreck,  before  he  (truck.  The 
humanity  and  generofitv  difplayed 


by  Capt.  Macbride  of  the  Bien- 
faifant,  with  refpect  to  that  gen¬ 
tleman  and  his  ihip,  along  with 
the  ftridl  attention  to  honour  fhewn 
by  the  Spanifh  commander,  both 
deferve  to  be  remembered,  as  lay¬ 
ing  down  a  rule  of  conduct  worthy 
the  imitation  of  other  officers  in 
fimilar  fituations. 

A  bad  and  malignant  kind  of 
fmall  pox,  prevailing  on  board 
Capt.  Macbride’s  ill  ip,  that  gal¬ 
lant  officer,  difdaining  to  convey 
infedtion  even  to  an  enemy,  and 
perhaps  confidering  the  peculiar 
terror  with  which  it  is  regarded 
by  the  Spaniards,  and  the  general 
ill  afpecl  it  bears  to  that  people, 
acquainted  Don  Langara  with 
the  circumdance,  and  with  his 
own  feelings  upon  the  fubjedl;  at 
the  fame  time  offering  to  prevent 
the  inevitable  danger  and  mil- 
chief  which  mult  attend  fhifling 
the  prifoners,  by  fending  an  offi¬ 
cer  with  an  hundred  men  on  board 
the  Phenix,  and  trulling  to  the 
admiral’s  honour,  that  neither  his 
officers  or  men,  (amounting  to 
above  700)  fhould,  in  any  cafe, 
of  feparadon  or  otherwife,  in  any 
degree  interrupt  the  Britifh  Tea¬ 
men,  whether  with  refpedf  to  na¬ 
vigating  the  fhip,  or  of  defending 
her,  againd  whatever  enemy. 
The  propofal  was  thankfully  em¬ 
braced,  and  the  conditions  dridL 
ly  adhered  to  by  the  Spanifh  ad¬ 
miral  ;  for  though  there  was  no 
other  fhip  but  the  Bienfaifant  mi 
fight,  and  that  the  Tea  and  wea¬ 
ther  were  exceedingly  rough,  his 
people  gave  every  affidance  in  re¬ 
fitting  the  Phenix,  and  in  navi¬ 
gating  her  to  the  bay  of  Gib¬ 
raltar. 

After  this  fignal  fuccefs.  Sir 
George  Rodney  having  executed 

his 
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his  commiffion  at  Gibraltar,  and 
waited  the  return  of  fome  men  of 
war,  which  he  had  fent  with  a 
convoy  of  ftore-ftiips  and  victual¬ 
lers  to  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  that 
commander,  animated  with  fuccefs 
and  covered  with  glory,  proceeded, 
about  the  middle  of  February, 
to  the  Weft  Indies,  leaving  the 
bulk  of  the  fleet,  under  the  con- 
dud  of  Rear  Admiral  Digby,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  Spanifh  prizes,  on 
their  way  to  England.  They  were 
not  many  days  parted,  before  the 
returning  fleet  fell  in  with,  or  ra¬ 
ther  perceived  at  a  great  diftance,  a 
conflderable  French  convoy  bound 
to  the  Mauritius,  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  two  fttips  of  the  line. 
Although  a  general  chace  enfued, 
moft  of  the  convoy  efcaped  ;  only 
the  Frothee  of  64  guns,  and  two 
or  three  veflels  laden  with  military 
ftores,  being  taken. 

Thus  far,  fortune  feemed  again 
to  fmile  on  the  Britifh  Flag.  This 
expedition  was  in  all  its  parts  prof- 
perous.  Beiides  the  great  damage 
done  to  the  enemy,  fix  fliips  of  the 
line  were  added  to  the  royal  navy 
of  England  ;  and  the  value  of  the 
ether  prizes,  in  a  public  view, 
was  greatly  enhanced,  by  the  na¬ 
ture  of  their  cargoes,  the  critical 
feafon  in  which  they  were  taken, 
and  the  effential  fervices  to  which 
they  were  applied.  We  have  al¬ 
ready  feen,  that  the  higheft  honour 
which  he  could  receive,  the  public 
thanks  of  his  country,  through 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  was 
bellowed  on  Sir  George  Rodney. 

.  Nor  was  the  nation  at  large  lefs 
gratified.  The  long  abfence  of 
good  news,  rendered  this  the  more 
highly  pleaftng.  It  was  beiides  a 
triumph  over  our  old  and  natural 
enemies,  the  Houle  of  Bourbon. 


G  IS  TER,  1780. 

During  this  expedition,  govern, 
merit  having  received  intelligence, 
that  a  number  of  Dutch  Blips, 
laden  with  timber  and  naval  ftores 
for  the  French  fervice,  not  being 
abfolutely  allowed  protection  by 
the  States  on  their  voyage,  in¬ 
tended  to  efcape  the  danger  which 
they  apprehended  from  the  Britifh. 
cruizers,  by  accompanying  Count 
Bvland,  who,  with  a  fmall  fquad- 
ron  of  men  of  v/ar  and  frigates, 
was  to  efcort  a  convoy  to  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  Captain  Fielding  was, 
in  confequence  of  this  notice  fent 
out  with  a  proper  force,  in  order 
to  examine  the  convoy,  and  to 
feize  any  veflels  containing  thofe 
articles  which  we  deemed  contra¬ 
band. 

Upon  the  meeting  of  the  fleets, 
and  permiflion  to  viiit  the  mer¬ 
chant  (hips  being  refufed  to  Cap¬ 
tain  Fielding,  he  notwithftanding 
difpatched  his  boats  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  which  were  fired  at,  and 
prevented  from  executing  their 
orders  by  the  Dutch.  Upon  this, 
the  captain  having  fired  a  fhot  a- 
head  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  it 
was  anfwered  by  a  broadfide  ;  and 
Count  Byland  having  received  his 
in  return,  and  being  in  no  condi¬ 
tion  of  force  to  purfue  the  conteft 
farther,  then  immediately  ftruck 
his  colours.  Moft  of  the  Dutch 
fliips  that  were  in  the  predicament 
which  occaftoned  the  conteft,  had 
already,  through  the  length  and 
darknefs  of  the  nights,  and  by 
keeping  clofe  to  thefhore,  efcaped 
the  danger,  and  proceeded  without 
interruption  to  the  French  ports. 
The  few  that  remained,  with  na¬ 
val  ftores  on  board,  were  ftopt;  and 
the  Dutch  Admiral  then  informed, 
that  he  was  at  liberty  to  hoift  his 
colours  and  profecute  his  voyage. 

That 
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That  commander,  however,  chofe 
only  to  accept  of  the  former  part 
of  the  condition.  He  hoiifed  his 
colours  ;  but  he  refufed  to  feparate 
from  any  part  of  his  convoy  ;  and 
he  accordingly,  with  the  whole  of 
the  fleet  which  remained  with  him, 
accompanied  the  Britifh  fquadron 
to  Spithead  ;  where  he  continued, 
until  he  received  frefn  inftru&ions 
from  his  mailers. 

This,  along  with  many  other, 
both  preceding  and  fubfequent 
matters,  led  to  that  unhappy  rup¬ 
ture,  which  has  fince  afforded  fo 
much  caufeof  joy  and  triumph  to 
the  enemies  of  both,  between  thofe 
antient,  natural,  and  Protedant 
Allies,  the  kingdom  -of  Great- 

Britain,  and  the  States  of  IIol- 

.  •* 

land.  Nor  had  it  a  lefs  fhare 
probably  in  other  fucceeding 
events,  which  were  equally  per¬ 
nicious  to  the  intereils,  and  fub- 
verfive  of  the  power  of  this  coun¬ 
try.  The  apparent  vigour,  how¬ 
ever,  of  this  meafure,  and  the 
femblance  it  from  thence  bore  to 
the  great  and  decided  maxims  of 
happier  times,  rendered  it  in  fome 
degree  a  favourite  with  many  peo¬ 
ple;  who  from  thence  augured  a 
renovation  of  our  antient  fpirit  in 
council  and  fortune  in  war. 

But  the  event  which  fingularly 
marked  the  opening  of  the  pre- 
fent  year,  and  which  was  prob¬ 
ably,  at  lead,  accelerated  by  that 
we  have  related,  was  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  meafure  adopted  in  the 
north  of  Europe;  where  a  power, 
which,  however  great  in  other  re- 
fpedts,  was  of  inferior  note  in  a  ma¬ 
ritime  view,  was  now  feen  deflating 
a  new  code  _  of  maritime  laws  to 
mankind,  in  many  refpedls  elfen- 
tially  differing'  from  thofe  which 
had  for  feveral  hundred  years  been 
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eftablifhed  among  commercial  na¬ 
tions,  and  going  direddly  to  the 
overthrow  of  that  fovereignty,  or 
pre-eminence  on  the  ocean,  which 
had  been  fo  long  claimed  and 
maintained  by  this  country. 

This  was  the  mani-  p  , 

felto  or  declaration  if-  e^*  23  n* 
fued  by  the  court  of  Peterfburg, 
which  has  been  the  means  of  form¬ 
ing,  under  the  name  of  an  armed 
neutrality,  that  formidable  naval 
and  military  alliance  and  confed¬ 
eracy,  between  the  northern  pow¬ 
ers,  to  which  mod  of  the  neutral 
dates  in  Europe  have  fince  ac¬ 
ceded  ;  and  which.  Great  Britain 
not  being  in  a  fituation  dire&ly  to 
contravene,  feems  now  to  be  fettled 
as  a  part  of  the  law  of  nations. 
The  great  principle  of  this  piece, 
and  of  that  confederacy  to  which 
it  gave  birth,  is,  that  free  bottom* 
make  free,  goods ;  and  this  is  car¬ 
ried  to  the  degree  of  fuppoiing7 
that  neutral  dates  are  entitled  to 
carry  on  their  commerce  with  the 
belligerant  parties  in  a  date  of  war, 
with  the  fame  degree  of  conveni¬ 
ence,  eafe,  and  fafety,  which  they 
might  have  pra&ifed  in  time  of 
peace.  Nor  is  this  all ;  it  is  far¬ 
ther  laid  down,  that  the  neutral 
bottom  has  a  right  to  convey, 
and  to  render  free,  all  things, 
from  anyone  part  of  a  belligerant 
date,  and  even  co  ad  wife,  to  ano¬ 
ther,  without  let  or  impediment ; 
faving  only  fucH  matters  as  might 
be  deemed  contraband,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  dipulations  of  for¬ 
mer  treaties. 

This  extraordinary  meafure 
(which  in  other  times  would  have 
been  conddered  and  relented  as  a 
declaration  of  war)  was  rendered 
the  more  grievous,  from  its  ori¬ 
ginating  with  a  power,  which  not 

only 
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only  had  been  regarded  as  our  na¬ 
tural  friend  and  ally,  but  which 
had  been  even  held  out  as  our 
fheet  anchor,  in  any  cafe  of  ne- 
ceftity,  which  might  occur  in  the 
prefentwar.  Indeed  this  evil  was 
fo  great  and  fo  grievous,  that  it 
might  well  have  been  confidered 
as  filling  up  that  meafure  of  cala¬ 
mity,  to  which  we  had  been 
doomed  by  our  fatal  civil  difcord. 

It  needs  fcarcely  to  be  noticed, 
that  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain,  expreffed  the  utmoft  appro¬ 
bation  of  a  fyftem  fo  exactly  cal¬ 
culated,  and  immediately  fuited 
to  their  own  views,  and  which 
they  could  at  a  future  time  find 
means  eafily  to  fhake  off.  They 
accordingly,  were  little  lefs  than 
loft  in  altonilhmerit,  at  the  confi- 
deration  of  that  wifdom,  juftice, 
liberality  of  fentiment,  and  be¬ 
nevolence,  which  had  produced 
ideas  fo  fi.mil  ar  to  their  own.  It 
was  upon  the  fame  principle,  of  a 
liberal  and  free  commerce,  and  an 
unreftrained  navigation  to  all  na¬ 
tions,  that  they  had  taken  part 
with  the  Americans,  and  were  now 
expending  their  blood  and  treafure 
in  a  war  with  England.  As  they 
did  not  fully  comprehend  the  new 
fyftem,  nor  know  to  what  extent  it 
was  to  be  carried,  they  waited 
with  deference,  for  thofe  further 
regulations  or  explanations,  which 
the  Emprefs  of  the  Emilia’s  might 
think  proper  to  communicate  ;  but 
were  convinced,  from  the  congeni¬ 
ality  of  fentiments  on  both  fides, 
that  nothing  could  happen,  in  the 
intermediate  time,  on  theirs,  which 
would  afford  any  diffatisfadtion  to 
her. 

The  folitary  court  of  London, 
was  .obliged  to  fupprefs  her  indig¬ 
nation  at  an  injury,  which  ihc 


could  not,  at  prefent,  refent  nor 
remedy.  She  expoftulated  with  the 
court  of  Peterlburgh,  on  the  con- 
ftant  attention  and  regard,  which 
Ihe  had  hitherto  on  every  occafion 
Ihewn  to  her  Hag  and  commerce  ; 
fhe  declared  a  continuance  of  the 
fame  condudt  and  difpofition,  and 
ihe  reminded  Ruftia,  of  the  reci¬ 
procal  ties  of  friendship,  and  the 
common  interefts,  by  which  they 
were  mutually  bound. 

But  although  the  northern  con¬ 
federacy  was  too  formidable  to  be 
meddled  with,  the  weak  ftate  of 
Holland,  v/ith  refpedt  both  to  her 
military  and  marine  force,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  particular  fttuation 
of  that  country,  and  the  divifions 
among  the  people,  who  were  fplit 
into  violent  fadtions,  by  no  means 
afforded  any  fuch  operative  mo¬ 
tives  of  condudt.  It  was  accord¬ 
ingly  determined,  by  ftrong  mea- 
fures,  not  only  to  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  republic  from  acceding 
to  the  northern  confederacy,  but 
likewife  thereby  to  induce  that 
ftate  to  afford  the  fuccours  ftipu- 
lated  by  treaty  to  England,  and 
which  all  negociation  had  hither¬ 
to  failed  of  obtaining.  It  was  al- 
fo  undoubtedly  expedted,  that  an 
appearance  of  vigorous  determi¬ 
nation,  along  with  a  warm  expref- 
fion  of  refentment  on  the  fubjedt, 
would  tend  much  to  fupport  and 
ftrengthen  the  Englifh  party  in 
Holland,  and  to  difcourage  and 
deprels  the  French  ;  the  latter  of 
which,  from  various  caufes  and 
motives,  had  increafed  exceeding¬ 
ly  in  ftrength  and  number,  during 
the  progrefs  ef  the  American  war ; 
a  war,  which  we  have  formerly 
feen,  had  been  early  deprecated 
and  regretted  by  the  friends  of 
England  in  that  country.  The 

expedta- 
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expectation  formed  from  thofe 
meafures  was  much  dilappointed. 
The  Dutch  are  certainly  much 
hurt  and  weakened;  but  their 
connections  with  our  enemies 
of  all  deferiptions  is  grown  much 
clofer,  and  their  alienation  from 
Great  Britain  much  more  decided 
and  hoftile. 

Upon  thefe,  and  other  grounds, 
after  previous,  but  ineffectual 
warning,  given  by  the  Britifh^ 
minilters,  both  at  London  and  the 


A  ,  Hague,  a  royal  pro- 

Apr  ll  17th.  ciamatjon  was  iil'ued 

at  the  former  of  thefe  places,  in 
which  the  non-performance  of  the 
States  General,  with  refpeCl  to  the 
fuccours  ltipulated  by  treaty,  be¬ 
ing  confidered  as  a  dereliction  of 
the  alliance  fo  long  fubfiiting  be¬ 
tween  both  countries,  and  that 
they  have  thereby  placed  them- 
felves  in  the  condition  of  a  neutral 
power,  bound  by  no  treaty  or  con¬ 
nection  with  this  kingdom,  it  is 
therefore  held,  that  upon  every 
principle  of  wildom  and  jullice, 
they  lhould  from  henceforward  be 
confidered,  as  handing  only  in 
that  diftant  relation  in  which  they 
had  placed  themfelves.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  declared,  that  the  fubjeCts  of 
the  United  Provinces,  are  hence¬ 
forward  to  be  confidered  upon  the 
fame  footing  with  thofe  of  other 
neutral  llates,  not  privileged  by 
Treaty  ;  and  his  majehy  fulpends, 
provilionally,  and  till  further  or¬ 
der,  all  the  particular  hipulations 
refpeCting  the  fubjeCts  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in  the  feveral 
treaties  now  fubfihing  ;  and  more 
particularly  thofe  contained  in 
the  marine  treaty  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  Provinces, 
concluded  at  London,  on  the  I  ith 
•f  December,  1674. 


Ha\ring  thus  taken  a  general 
view  of  our  affairs  in  Europe,  it 
will  be  7eceffary  to  look  to  thofe 
in  other  parts  of  the  world  ;  and 
in  the  firh  place,  to  take  a  retro- 
fpeCt  of  fuch  matters  in  America 
and  the  Well  Indies  during  the  year 
3779,  as  did  not  not  come  within 
our  line  in  the  lah  volume. 

It  appears  from  various  circum- 
hances,  that  the  Spanifh  gover¬ 
nors  and  commanders  in  America 
and  the  Well  Indies,  had  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  intended  rup¬ 
ture  between  Spain  and  England, 
long  before  the  declaration  pre¬ 
fen  ted  by  their  minifter  to  the 
court  of  London,  on  the  16th  of 
June,  1 779.  It  would  even  feem, 
that  they  were  informed  of  the 
precife  time,  or  very  near  it,  at 
which  that  event  would  take  place ; 
for  it  is  afferted,  that  war  was 
declared  in  the  ifland  of  Porto 
Rico,  in  a  few  days  after  the  de¬ 
livery  of  that  refeript  in  London ; 
and  it  is  certain,  that  Englilh 
veffels  were  carried  into  the  Ha- 
vanna  as  prizes,  before  any  in¬ 
telligence  of  that  meafure  could 
have  been  poffibly  received  in. 
America.  Plans  were  according- 
ly  laid,  and  preparations  made  to 
the  time,  which  afforded  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  commencement  of  hos¬ 
tilities. 

But  in  no  inftance  was  the  of- 
feCt  of  this  pre-intelligence  fo 
ruinous,  as  in  the  lofs  which  it 
occafioned  of  the  Britilh  fettle- 
ments  on  the  Miffiffippi,  along 
with  the  capture  of  the  troops 
defined  to  their  protection.  We 
have  heretofore  fhewn,  that  the 
fettlements  in  that  part  of  Loui- 
fiana,  being  yet  too  weak  for  a 
particular  government,  were  an¬ 
nexed  to  that  of  Weil  Florida ; 

which 
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which- was,  however,  too  diftant, 
to  afford  any  effectual  p*otedlion. 
We  have  alfo  feen  that  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  a  party  of  Americans 
vifited  that  country,  and  received 
a  temporary  fubmiffion  from  the 
inhabitants,  which  they  did  not 
itay  to  maintain.  That  Ameri¬ 
can  expedition,  and  the  defence- 
lefs  ftate  of  the  fettlements,  which 
it  had  rendered  apparent,  were 
undoubtedly  the  caufes,  that  fome 
troops  had  fmce  been  fent  for 
their  protection. 

Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez,  the 
Spanifh  Governor  of  Louifiana, 
having  collected  the  whole  force 
.  ,  of  his  Province  at  New 

U^'  Iy‘  *  Orleans,  frit  publicly 

' declared  the  indepen¬ 
dency  of  America  by  beat  of 
drum,  and  then  fet  out  on  this 
expedition.  He  had  previoufly 
concerted  his  meafures  fo  well  in 
fecuring  the  communications,  that 
.Major  General  Campbell,  who 
commanded  at  Penfacola,  did  not 
receive  the  fmalleft  information  of 
the  danger  of  the  wellern  part  of 
the  province,  or  even  that  hoftili- 
ty  was  intended,  until  the  deiign 
.was  nearly  effected.  With  limilar 
addrefs,  and  profiting  of  the  fe- 
curity  which  d revailed  on  our  fide, 

J  i  A  7 

he  had,  by  furprize  and  ftratagerrt, 
taken  a  royal  iloop  of  war,  which 
was  Rationed  ©n  Lake  Pontchar- 
train,  and  was  equally  fuccefsful 
in  feiziilg  feveral  veffels  on  the 
lakes  and  rivers,  laden  with  pro- 
vifions  and  neceffaries  for  the  Bri- 
tifh  detachment,  and  one,  con¬ 
taining  fome  troops  of  the  regi¬ 
ment  of  Waldeck. 

Such  lucky  circ  urn  Prances,  were 
not  me c Diary  to  infure  iuccefs  to 
his  enterprise.  The  whole  milt- 
tarv  force,  Brttifii  and  German 


ffationed  for  the  protection  of  thd 
conn  try ,  did  no  t  amou  n  t  to  five  hun¬ 
dred  men  ;  and  thefe  had  no  other 
cover  againft  a  fuperior  enemy, 
but  a  n'ewly  con ftru died  fort,  or 
more  properly  Field  Redoubt, 
which  they  had  haftily  thrown  up, 
at  a  place  called  Baton  PvOuge. 
In  this  place,  however.  Lieute¬ 
nant  Colonel  Dickfon,  of  the  16th 
regiment,  flood  a  liege  of  nine 
days;  and  when  the  opening  of  a 
battery  of  heavy  artillery  had  ren¬ 
dered  all  farther  defence  imprac¬ 
ticable,  he  obtained  conditions 
very  honourable  to  the  garrifon, 
and  highly  favourable  to  the  in¬ 
habitants.  The  troops,  from  the 
nature  off  their  lituation,  were  ne- 
ceffarily  obliged  to  furrender  pri- 
foners  of  war ;  and  it  is  to  be  re¬ 
membered,  highly  to  the  honour 
of  the  Spanifh  governor  and  com¬ 
mander,  Don  Bernardo  de  Galvez, 
that  upon  this,  as  well  as  upon  a 
later  occafion of  the  fame  unfortu¬ 
nate  nature,  nothing  could  exceed 
the  good  faith  with  which  he  ob- 
ferved  the  preferibed  conditions, 
nor  the  humanity,  and  kindnefs, 
with  which  he  treated  his  pri- 
loners. 

The  languid  nature  of  the  cam¬ 
paign  on  ihe  fide  of  New  York, 
enabled  the  Americans,  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  and  progrefs  of  the  au¬ 
tumn,  to  take  a  heavy  vengeance 
on  the  Indians,  for  the  cruelties 
and  enormities  which  thev  had  lb 
long  praclifed  on  the  frontiers.' 
So  formidable  was  this  enemy  now 
grown,  through  the  accelfion  of 
iirength  and  difeipline  which  it  de¬ 
rived  from  the  refugees  and  white 
adventurers,  that  a  fmall  army, 
with  a  train  of  artillery,  under  the 
conduct  of  General  Sullivan,  af- 
iilted  by  fome  other  officers  of 

name. 
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ftame,  were  delKned  to  this  fer- 
vice.  The  famous  confederacy  of 
the  five  or  of  the  fix  nations,  as 
it  has  been  differently  called*  that 
confederacy  which  exhibited  the 
rude  outlines  of  a  republic,  in  the 
moll  hidden  -defarts  of  America, 
was  the  object  of  the  prefer!  t  ex¬ 
pedition. 

Thefe  nations  lying  at  the  backs 
of  the  northern  and  middle  colo¬ 
nies,  amidil  the  great  lakes,  rivers, 
and  impenetrable  forefts,  which 
feparate  them  from  Canada,  had 
long  been  renowned  for  the  cou¬ 
rage,  fidelity,  and  conflancy,  with 
which  they  had  adhered  to  the 
Fnglifh  in  their  wars  with  the 
French  ;  and  had  even  affifted  them 
frequently  againft  different  na¬ 
tions  of  their  own  countrymen. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  prefent 
conteft,  they  had  concluded  a  tfea- 
ty  with  the  Americans,  by  which 
theybound  themfelves  to  obferve  a 
ftri<5l  neutrality  during  the  progrefs 
of  the  llrimcrle.  The  Americans 
faid,  that  they  offered  at  that  time 
to  take  up  the  hatchet  againft  the 
Fnglifti,  but  that  they  had  rejected 
the  offer  upon  principle;  only  re¬ 
quiring  of  them  to  adhere  ftfktly  to 
the  neutrality. 

The  power  of  prefents,  with 
the  influence  of  Sir  William  john- 
fon,  and  fome  others  who  had  iri- 
terell  among  them,  operating  upon 
their  own  natural  propensities, 
foon  led  them  to  depart  from  this 
pacific  line  of  conduct,  and  they 
took  a  diftinguifhed  part  in  that 
cruel  and  deftruftive  war,  which, 
we  have  more  than  once  feen,  was 
carried  on  againft  the  back  lettle- 
ment.  The  Oneida  Indians,  were 
the  only  nation  of  the  confeder¬ 
acy,  who  had  adhered  to  the  neu¬ 
trality;  or  at  lea  ft,  who  were  not 
Vol  XXIFL 
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known  to  have  taken  any  direft 
part  againft  the  Americans.  They 
were  accordingly  deftined  to  ef~ 
cape  the  intended  general  destruc¬ 
tion.  For  the  principle  of  this 
war  was  extermination  ;  fo  far  as 
that  can  be  carried  into  execution 
againft  an  enemy,  who  feldom  can 
be  caught  or  found,  except  when, 
from  motives  of  advantage,  he 
choofes  to  itay*  or  to  reveal  him- 
felf.  They  were  of  opinion  that, 
nothing  lefs,  than  driving  them 
totally  and  far  from  their  prefent 
poffeflions,  could  eycr  afford  any 
permanent  profpe£t  of  fecurity  and 
quiet,  to  their  numerous  infant 
fettlements ;  which  they  knew, 
under  thefe  circumftances,  would 
foon  become  tile  great  fources  of 
wealth  and  ftrength  to  their  refpec- 
tive  ftates. 

The  Indians  marched  boldy  to¬ 
wards  the  frontiers  of  their  coun¬ 
try  to  meet  the  invaders.  TTiey 
were  headed  by  Butler,  Brandt, 
Guy  johnfon,  and  Macdonald; 
and,  beftdes  affembling  all  their 
own  tribes  and  allies,  were  joined 
by  fome  hundreds  of  refugees,  or, 
as  the  Americans  call  them, Tories* 
They  pofieffed  themfelves  of  a 
difficult  pafs  in  the  woods,  be¬ 
tween  Chemung  and  Newtown,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Teaoga  River  ; 
where  they  conftrufted  a  ftrong 
breaft-work,  made  of  large  logs, 
of  above  half  a  mile  in  extent ; 
from  whence  other  works,  of  lefs 
ftrength,  reached  a  mile  and  a 
half,  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  in 
their  rear,  where  a  fecond  breaft- 
work  was  formed. 

A  warm  attack  and  .  , 

defence  took  place,  l* 

and  was  continued  for  77 9‘ 

two  hours;  in  which  Sullivan 
found  that  he  had  full  occafion  for 
["0]  '  his 


2io*]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


bis  artillery  to  make  any  effectual 
impreffion  on  the  bread- work. 
The  rout  of  the  confederates 
was  accelerated  and  completed, 
through  the  movements  that  were 
made  by  the  generals  Poor  and 
Clinton,  for  turning  their  flanks, 
and  thereby  cutting  off  their  re¬ 
treat.  The  victory  was  fo  com- 
pleat  that  they  nevei  attempted  to 
make  another  (land  during  the  fub- 
fequent  defolation  of  their  coun¬ 
try. 

This  a&ion  only  opened  the 
way  to  the  commencement  of  Sul¬ 
livan’s  expedition ;  and  there  was 
a  difficulty  dill  remained,  which 
\y.as  capable  of  rendering  it  in  a 
great  ifieafare  ineffective.  To  ren¬ 
der  the  fervice  in  any  conflderable 
degree  effectual,  it  was  neceflary 
that  the  army  fiiould  be  out  a 
month,  at  leak,  in  a  country  to¬ 
tally  unknown,  and  where  no  fup- 
plies  of  any  fort  could  be  hoped 
for  ;  but  with  all  Sullivan’s  in- 
dudry,  and  the  aids  bf  his  employ¬ 
ers,  the  diftance,  roads,  and  other 
circumdances,  rendered  it  imprac¬ 
ticable  to  provide  provifion  for 
more  than  half  the  time ;  nor,  if 
there  had  been  more,  were  pack- 
horfes  to  be  found  for  its  convey¬ 
ance;  although  to  lighten  the  car¬ 
riage,  the  cattle  which  they  were 
to  live  upon  were  driven  along 
with  the  army.  The  fpirit  of  the 
foldiers,  the  hearty  zeal  of  the  of¬ 
ficers,  with  an  animating  fpeech 
from  their  general,  removed  all 
impediment  to  the  defign  :  the 
propofal  of  fliort  allowance  was 
received  with  the  loudeli  fhouts?  of 
approbation  ;  and  the  ration  for 
24  hours  was  fixed,  with  univerfal 
content,  at  half  a<  pound  of  flour, 
and  as  much  ,frefli  beef the  re¬ 
duction  going  even  to  the  fait* 


This  expedition  was  worthy  of 
note,  as  it  difeovered  a  greater 
degree  of  policy,  and  rather  an 
higher  ftate  of  improvement,  a- 
mong  thofe  Indian  nations,  than 
had  been  expended,  even  by  thofe 
who  had  lived  near,  and  almod 
in  the  midd  of  them,  f^ullivan 
difeovered,  to  his  furprize,  that  no 
uides  could  be  procured  who 
new  any  thing  at  all  of  the  coun¬ 
try  ;  and  that  the  only  means  he 
had  of  finding  his  way  to  the  In¬ 
dian  towns,  were  thofe  which  be¬ 
tray  a  wild  bead  in  his  den,  the 
track  of  the  inhabitant ;  which 
was  a  much  more  difficult  clue  in 
the  former  cafe  than  the  latter,  as 
the  lad  of  an  Indian  file  always 
fmooths  and  covers  over  with 
leaves,  the  tracks  made  by  his  fel¬ 
lows  and  himfelf ;  fo  that  it  re¬ 
quires  much  experience,  as  well 
as  patience  and  indudry,  to  be 
able  to  develope  and  trace  them. 

The  degree  of  culture  about  the 
Indian  towns  was  confiderably 
higher  than  could  be  fuppofe^ 
from  former  obfervations  and  opi¬ 
nions  relative  to  the  cudoms  and 
manners  of  thefe  people.  The 
beauty  of  their  fit  nation,  in 
many  indances  indicating  choice 
and  defign,  together  with  the 
fizey  the  condruClion,  and  the 
n-eatnefs  of  their  boufes,  were  the 
fifd  great  objects  of  admiration  in 
this  new  country*  Sullivan  fays> 
in  feveral  places,  that  the  houfes- 
were  not  only  large,  but  elegant  ; 
and  frequently  mentions  their  be¬ 
ing  built  of  frame-work.  The 
fize  of  their  corn  fields  excited  his 
wonder,  as  well  as  the  high  de¬ 
gree  of  cultivation  which  they 
1  * 

die  wed .  Some  idea  may  be  form¬ 
ed  of  both,  from  the  quantity  of 
corn  the  Americans  dedroyed  in 
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this  expedition  ;  which  they  edi- 
mate  at  160,000  bufhels: 

But  the  number  of  fruit  trees 
which  they  found  and  delfroyed; 
with  the  fize  and  antiquity  of  their 
Orchards,  afford  an  objdft  of  much 
greater  admiration;  as  thefe  cir- 
cumihtnces  not  only  Blew  that  cul¬ 
tivation  was  not  of  a  late  date  a- 
inong  thefe  people,  but  tend  like- 
wife  to  overthrow  that  opinion  fo 
generally  received,  that  the  In¬ 
dians  are  incapable  of  looking  to 
futurity  in  their  conduct,  and 
confequeiitly  totally  improvident 
with  refpeft  to  podefity;  Perhaps 
other  infbances  of  this  nature *  and 
in  a  Bill  higher  degree,  may  yet 
be  found,  in  more  remote  or  hid¬ 
den  parts  of  America ;  and  per¬ 
haps  it  may  be  difcovered*  that 
man,  in  what  is  called  his  favage 
date,  like  beavers,  and  fonie  other 
animals*  becoities  more  favage, 
care lefs*  and  improvident,  in  pro¬ 
portion  as  he  finds  that  his  views  are 
broken,  and  his  fecuritv  leffened, 
by  the  neat  approach  of  the  civi¬ 
lized  part  of  his  own  fpecies.- 

Siillivan  informs  ris,  that  they 
cut  down  1500  fruit  trees  in  one 
orchard  ;  and  takes  notice  iii  dif¬ 
ferent  places,  without  the  fm ailed 
obfcrvation  on  the  fa  ft,  that  many 
of  the  treds  carried  the  appearances 
of  great  age.  Neither  the  pad 
enormities  of  cruelties  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  the  policy  of  the  motives, 
the  judice  of  the  tefentmerit,  or 
even  the  fuppofed  nCceflitv  of  the 
aft;  can  prevent  the  pain  arifing 
to  a  feniible  mind,  from  fiich  a 
havock  and  deftruCtion  of  the  la- 
hours  arid  hopes  of  mankind  ;  it 
is  riot  impoflible,  that  the  very  im¬ 
providence  imputed  to  the  pro¬ 
prietors,  renders  the  blight  which 
thus  fell  upon  the  fruits  of  their 
poor  indudry  the  more  admitting. 


The  work  of  defolation  was 
completed  within  the  preferibed 
time,  arid  rib  more  ;  there  not  be¬ 
ing  a  day  to  fpare.  Jri  that  time, 
the  Americans  had  dedroyed  forty 
Indian  towns ;  of  which,  C'hi- 
riefee,  the  larged,  contained  128 
hoiifes ;  but  the  others  bore  no 
roportion  as  to  fize.  It  feems 
y  a  pad  age  in  Sullivan’s  letter, 
as  if  they  had  already  began  to  cad 
•a  widfiil  eye  towards  the  cultiva¬ 
tion  of  that  fine,  and,  until  now* 
unexplored  country.  Sullivan 
gained  great  public  applaufe  by 
this  expedition,  and  received  tefti- 
monidls  of  the  frilled  approbation 
and  warmed  affeCtion  frorrt  his 
officers  and  army ;  but  he  pur- 
chafed  thefe  gratifications  at  the 
exp'ence  of  a  ruined  conditution, 
which  has  fmee  redrained  hint 
from  all  active  fervice: 

It  happened  about  this  feafori) 
that  the  bay  men  on  the  Mufqiiito 
and  bav  of  Honduras  fhores,  (as 
the  logwood  critters  are  called) 
being  hard  oreffed,  and  in  great 
danger  from  the  Spaniards,  the 
governor  of  Jamaica  had  difpatch- 
ed  Captain  Dalrymple*  (com¬ 
mandant  of  a  new  corps  railed  in 
Ireland  for  the  fcrvice  of  that 
If  and)  with  a  fmall  force  arid  feme 
arms,  to  their  relief.  Admiral 
Sir  Peter  Parker  had  alfo  detached 
a  fmall  fqdadron,  confiding  of  the 
Charon;  Lowcftoffe*  and  Pomona 
ffieates,  with  the  RaCe-IIorfe 
fchoOner*  under  the  condaft  of 
Captain  Luttrfelh,  of  the  Chacon* 
as  commodore’,-  to  the  bay  of  Hon- 
duras,  in  order  to  intercept  fome 
Spariifh  fegiftef  fhips;  Which y 
however*  efcaped  into  the  excel¬ 
lent  harbour,  arid  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  drorig  fort  refs  of  St* 
Fernando  de  Omoa,  where  they 
were  found  too  well  fecured  for 

[*0]  2  any 


212*]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  i'/8o. 

any  attack  by  Tea,  which  the  pre- 
fent  fmali  fquadron  was  capable  of 
iliakirig. 

In  the  intermediate  time,  five  or 
fix  hu  ltd  red  Spaniards  had  arrived 
in  fmali  craft  at  St,  George’s  key, 
the  principal  fettlement  of  the 
bay  men  on  the  coalt  of  Honduras, 
which  they  plundered,  and  befides 
othervvife  treating  the  people  with 
great  barbarity*  fent  numbers  of 
them,  with  their  families,  as  pri- 
foners,  to  Merida,  It  happened, 
however,  that  by  various  fortu¬ 
nate  accidents,  by  the  arrival  of 
fuccours,  by  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize,  which  feems  in  a  particular 
manner  to  animate  thofe  who  have 
any  concern  on  that  coaH,  and  the 
exertions  of  feveral  bold  and  adiive 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy,  that 
the  invaders  were  not  only  driven 
with  precipitation*  and  without 
perfecting  their  defxgn  of  defla¬ 
tion,  from  St.  George’s  key  ;  but 
that  the  fcattered  baymen  being 
collected,  thofe  who  were  lately 
refugees,  or  in  circumltanceRof  im¬ 
minent  and  immediate  danger, 
not  latisfied  with  an  efcape,  af- 
pired  to  adventure  and  conqueH. 

For  upon  the  expulfion  of  the 
Spaniards  from  thecoaft,  the  com¬ 
modore  had  the  fortune  to  fall  iii  ’ 
at  fea  with  the  Porcupine  iloop  of 
war,  with  Captain  Dalrymple* 
and  his  detachment  of  the  loyal 
Iriffi,  under  convoy.  Nothing 
could  have  been  more  opportune. 

The  commanders  immediately  de¬ 
termined  to  unite  their  forces,  in 
an  attack  by  fea  and  land  upon 
Omoa ;  a  bold  attempt  with  their 
force,  but  in  which  fuccefs  held 
out  a  profpeft  of  throwing  the  gal¬ 
leons  (which  were  Hill  under  its 
flielter)  into  their  hands. 

The  fortrefs  at  Omoa  ffiotild 
have  been  exceedingly  ftrong*  if 


Hrength  were  always  the  confe- 
quence  of  labour  and  expence* 
The  Spaniards  had  for  marly  years, 
been  employed  in  the  conllfuClion 
of  the  works.  The  walls,  (the 
Hones  of  which  were  raifed  in  the 
fea,  at  above  20  leagues  diHance) 
were  about  28  feet  high,  fur- 
rounded  by  a  deep  dry  ditch,  and 
the  parapets*  of  folid  Hone,  were 
1 8  feet  in  thicknefs  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  to  be  conlidered  only  as  a 
fort  or  cable  for  the  defence  of  the 
harbour,  the  town  itfelf  being  en¬ 
tirely  open.  Its  batteries  ffiewed 
about  40  pieces  of  artillery;  but 
it  feems  to  have  been  deficient  in 
that  refpeCt,  as  well  as  in  point  of 
garrifom 

The  land  force  of  the  aflailants* 
by  the  junction  of  the  baymen, 
along  with  the  marines,  which 
were  entirely  given  by  the  com¬ 
modore  to  that  part  of  the  fervice* 
fomewhat  exceeded  500  men  ;  the 
defenfive  force,  without  including 
the  runaway  inhabitants,  was  not 
much  inferior  in  number. 

In  advancing  to 
the  fort,  the  Eng- 
lilh  were  fo  much  annoyed  by  the 
fire  from  the  town*  on  their  left 
flank,  that  after  deliberating  an 
hour*  in  order  if  poffible  to  refrain 
from  the  meafure,  they  found 
themfelves  at  length  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  fetting  it  on  fire.  The 
commander  of  the  expedition  con-  . 
fidering,  that  any  thing  like  a  re¬ 
gular  iiege  would  be  totally  befide 
his  purpofe  ;  that  fuch  a  meafure* 
befides  a  train  of  heavy  artillery, 
would  require  a  very  considerable 
force,  as  well  to  withfland  the 
danger  from  without,  as  to  con¬ 
duct  the  operations  againfl  the 
fort  ;  and  that  his  fmali  parly 
would  moulder  fait  away,  under 
the  incommodities  of  climate  and 
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conffant  fatigue,  determined  to 
jplace  his  truft  in  a  coup  de  main , 
and  to  attempt  the  place  by  e- 
fcalade. 

Meafures  being  accordingly  con¬ 
certed  with  the  commodore,  the 
Pomona  was  towed  in  pretty  clofe 
to  the  fort  during  the  night,  and  the 
heavier  fhips  took  their  proper  Ra¬ 
tions,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  com¬ 
mence  the  attack  on  their  fide  a- 
bout  three  in  the  morning  ;  giving 
a  fignal  twenty  minutes  before, 
which  was  to  direct  that  from  the 
land.  In  the  mean  time,  150  men, 
in  four  columns  in  line,  and  car¬ 
rying  the  fealing  ladders,  were 
moved  down  the  hill,  where  they 
lay  waiting  for  the  fignal.  That 
being  given,  they  advanced  in  the 
fame  filence,  and  with  trailed 
arms,  under  the  lire  of  their  own 
batteries;  which,  with  the  heavy 
cannonade  from  the  Ihips,  ferved 
to  deafen,  as  well  as  to  diflraft  the 
enemy  ;  fo  that  they  palfed,  un- 
difeovered  by  the  Spanifh  centries, 
to  the  very  entrance  of  the  ditch. 

There  they  were  difeovered,  and 
the  columns  feemed  for  a  moment 
tohefitate;  but  inftantly  recover¬ 
ing,  they  advanced  to  fix  their 
ladders  to  the  wall,  immediately 
under  a  battery  of  five  guns.  The 
firil  ladder  was  demolifhed  by  the 
flank  guns  of  another  baftion,  and 
a  midlhipman  of  the  Loweffoffe 
killed,  and  feveral  wounded  ;  the 
other  ladders  were  damaged,  but 
fortunately  were  not  rendered  ufe- 
lefs.  Two  feamen  having  mount¬ 
ed  the  wall,  levelled  their  mulkets, 
without  firing,  at  a  body  of  above 
fixty  Spaniards,  and  fuch  was  the 
panic  and  conflernation  that  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  they  kept  them  for 
fome  moments  in  awe,  and  even 
piotionlefs,  while  their  friends 


were  afeending  the  ladders.  The 
garrifon,  notwithstanding  all  the 
efforts  of  their  officers,  fled  on  all 
fides.  Above  a  hundred  efcaped 
over  the  wall  on  the  oppofite  fide  ; 
but  the  greatefl  part  took  fhelter  in 
the  cafemates,  In  thefe  circum- 
ftances,  the  governor  and  princi¬ 
pal  officers,  making  no  requeft  but 
for  their  lives,  prefented  their 
fwords  and  keys  to  the  comman¬ 
dant,  with  a  furrenderof  the  fort, 
garrifon,  and  Ihips. 

The  prifoners  amounted  to  355, 
rank  and  file,  befides  officers  and 
inhabitants.  The  treafure  had 
been  removed  from  the  caflle  on 
the  approach  of  the  Britifh  forces ; 
but  that  on  board  the  galleons, 
with  the  cargoes  of  other  veffels  in 
the  harbour,  and  the  value  of  the 
fhips  themfelves,  were  eflimated 
at  about  three  millions  of  piafters, 
or  pieces  of  eight.  But  of  all  this, 
nothing  was  fo  feverely  felt,  or  fo 
real  a  lofs  to  the  Spaniards,  as 
that  of  250  quintals  of  quicksilver, 
newly  arrived  from  Old  Spain  ; 
a  commodity  fo  effential  to  the  pu¬ 
rification,  and  to  the  feparatipruof 
their  gold  and  filver  ores,  from 
other  bodies,  that  the  value  of 
their  mines  muff  depend  upon  its 
conffant  fupply.  This,  therefore, 
they  offered  to  ranfom  at  almoff 
any  price ;  but  the  conquerors, 
preferring  the  public  good  to  their 
own  private  emolument,  would 
not  part  upon  any  terms  with  an 
article,  which,  though  of  no  great 
value  to  themfelves,  was  of  fuch 
immenfe  confequeace  to  the  ene¬ 
my.  Upon  the  fame  principle, 
they  refufed  to  ranfom  the  caffle, 
for  which  high  offers  were  likewife 
made,  and  left  a  garrifon  for  its 
defence  ;  although  their  generous 
views  were  fruftrated  in  this  re- 
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fpect  by  its  ftibfequent  lofs  ;  a- 
rifing  more  from  the  unhealthinefs 
cf  the  place,  than  from  any  power 
or  vigour  exerted  by  the  enemy 
in  its  recovery. 

The  conduct  of  the  commanders 
and  officers  by  fea  and  land  on  this 
fervice  was  in  all  its  parts  exem¬ 
plary.  Like  a  well  regulated  ma¬ 
chine,  nothing  was  inert  or  defi¬ 
cient.  The  naval  captains,  Pa- 
kenham,  Nugent,  and  Parker, 
had  opportunities  of  being  dillin- 
guiffied  in  various  cafes  of  diffi¬ 
culty  and  danger ;  and  Captain 
Carden,  of  the  6oth,  who  a  fled 
as  engineer,  acquired  no  lefs  cre¬ 
dit  in  his  department.  But  no¬ 
thing  afforded  mere  praife,  or  re¬ 
dounded  more  to  the  honour  of 
commanders,  officers,  and  even 
private  individuals,  than  the  hu¬ 
manity  and  generality  with  which 
they  treated  the  vanquifhed.  This 
will  appear  hill  the  mere  truly 
laudable,  when  the  recent  caufes 
of  irritation  and  refentnient  which 
they  had  met  with  are  taken  into 
the  account. 

A  convention  was  concluded, 
between  the  Britifh  commanders 
on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Spanifli 
governor  and  officers  on  the  other, 
which  went  happily  to  the  re¬ 
demption  of  the  poor  baymen  and 
their  families,  who  had  been  late¬ 
ly  conveyed  to  Merida)  as  well  as 
other  Englifh,  and  fome  Mofquito 
Indians,  who  had  for  a  longer  or 
fhorter  time  been  in  a  hate  of  im~ 
prifonment  or  flavery.  The  go¬ 
vernor  and  garrifon  were  enlarged 
for  the  prefer}  t,  as  prifoners  of 
war  upon  parole;  but  bound  to 
return,  and  furrender  themfelves 
at  a  given  time,  if  the  conditions 
were  not  complied  with.  As  the 
averfion  of  the  Spaniards  to  the 
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baymen  is  well  known,  it  was 
thought  neceffary  to  retain  holla- 
ges  on  this  occafion.  And  as  a 
farther  fecurity,  the  church-plate 
and  religious  ornaments,  for  which 
all  ranfom  had  been  refufed,  was 
retained  as  a  depofit,  to  be  return¬ 
ed  freely  as  a  prefent  along  with 
the  hoffages,  upon  the  due'  per¬ 
formance  of  the  conditions. 

The  recital  of  any  aft  of  mere 
courage,  however  extraordinary, 
in  a  Britiih  fearnan,  would  appear 
rather  fuperfluous.  The  follow- 
inginilance  of  magnanimity,  how¬ 
ever  lingular,  is  in  its  circum- 
flances  fo  truly  charafleriftic  of 
the  peculiar  manners,  ideas,  and 
generous  valour,  of  that  invalu¬ 
able  cyder  of  men,  that  we  can¬ 
not  reftrain  cur  inclination  of  en¬ 
deavouring  to  preferve  it  from 
oblivion.  A  common  failor,  who 
Scrambled  fmgly  ever  the  wall, 
had,  for  the  better  annoyance,  on 
all  lides,  of  the  enemy,  armed 
himfelf  with  a  cutlafs  in  each  hand.' 
Thus  equipped,  he  fell  in  with  a 
Spanifh  officer,  juft  roufed  from 
deep,  and  who,  in  the  hurry  and 
confufion,  had  forgotten  his  fword. 
This  circumftance  rdf  rained  the 
fury  of  the  fearnan  ;  who  difdain- 
ing  an  unarmed  foe,  but  unwil¬ 
ling  to  relinquifh  fo  happy  an  op¬ 
portunity  of  displaying  his  cou¬ 
rage  in  fmgle  combat,  prefen  ted 
one  of  the  cutlaffes  to  him,  telling 
him  he  fcorned  any  advantage  ; 
you  are  now  upon  a  footing  with 
me.”  The  aftonifhment  of  the 
officer  at  fuch  an  aft  of  generality, 
and  at  the  facility  with  which  a 
friendly  parley  took  place,  when 
he  expected  nothing  lefs,  from  the 
uncouth  and  hoftile  appearance  of 
his  foe,  than  that  of  being  cut  in- 
ftantly,  and  without  pity  or  mercy, 
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into  pieces,  could  only  be  ri¬ 
valled  bv  the  admiration,  which 
his  relating  the  ftory  excited  in 
his  countrymen. 

It  feems  remarkable,  that  Rear 
Admiral  Hyde  Parker,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Admiral  Byron  in  the  com¬ 
mand  on  the  Leeward  Ifland  fta- 
tion,  Jfhouldnot  have  received  any 
certain  intelligence  of  d’EAaing’s 
departure  with  his  fleet  to  the  coaft 
of  North  America,  until  fo  late 
as  the  24th  of  October,  when  he 
difeovered  it  by  the  capture  of  the 
Alcmena,  a  French  frigate  of  war. 
That  vigilant  commander,  well 
feconded  bv  Rear  Admiral  Row- 

J 

ley,  preferved  fo  decided  a  fupe- 
riority  over  M.  de  la  Motte  Pi¬ 
quet,  during  the  latter  part  of 
that  year,  and  the  beginning  of 
the  enfuing,  that  they  not  only  fe- 
verely  diflreffed  the  French  trade, 
and  took  and  deftroyed  the  greater 
part  of  a  convoy  within  his  view 
at  Fort  Royal  \  but  that  die  had 


himfelf,  at  one  time,  a  narrow 
efcape  from  falling  into  their 
hands.  It  is  likewise  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  in  honour  to  the  French 
commander,  that  by  fuddenly  flip*, 
ping  his  cables,  putting  out  tofea 
with  three  fhips,  arid  with  great 
gallantry  and  dexterity  engaging 
the  foremofl:  of  the  Britifh  fleet, 
and  again  retiring  under  his  bat¬ 
teries,  he  thereby  afforded  an  op- 
portunity  to  a  conflderable  part  o t 
that  convoy  which  we  have  men¬ 
tioned  to  efcape.  It  was  upon 
that  occaflon,  that  the  brave  Cap¬ 
tain  Griffith,  of  the  Conqueror, 
in  purfuing  the  enemy  too  dole 
upon  their  batteries,  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  killed.  The  Britifh  com¬ 
manders  had  likewife  the  fortune 
to  intercept,  and  after  a  efface  of 
an  extraordinary  length  to  take, 
three  large,  heavy  metalled  French 
frigates,  which  were  on  their  re¬ 
turn  from  the  Savannah  to  Mar¬ 
tinique. 
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CHAP.  X. 


Rhode  If! and  evacuated.  Dejign  againf  New  1  ork  fruf  rated  by  D’  Efaing’  s 
failure  at  Savannah.  Expedition  againjl  Charles  1  own.  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  lands  with  the  army  in  South  Carolina  ;  takes  poffeffon  of  the 
ifands  of  'John  and  James  ;  pafjes  AJhley  River  to  Charles  Town  Neck  ; 
fiege  of  that  city.  Admiral  Arbuthnot  pafes  the  Bar  with  difficulty. 
American  and  French  marine  force  abandon  their  fation,  a.nd  retire  to 
the  town ,  where  mof  of  the  former  are  Junk  to  bar  a  paffage.  The  ad¬ 
miral  pajfes  the  heavy  fire  of  the  fort  on  Sullivan’s  If  and,  and  takes 
I0f[ejjl0n  cf  the  harbour.  General .  ”  Lincoln  fummoned  without  effcCt. 

State  of  the  defences  on  Charles  Town  Neck.  Colonel  Tarleton  cuts  off  a 
party  of  the  rebels.  Col.  Webfler  paffes  Cooper  River  with  a  detach-  / 
nient,  by  which  the  city  is  clofely  invefed .  Lord  Cornwallis  takes  the 

command  on  that  fde.  Siege  preffed  with  great  vigour.  Admiral  Ar¬ 
buthnot  takes  Mount  P  leaf  ant,  and.  reduces  Fort  Moultrie.  Tar  let  on  de¬ 
feats  and  defrays  the  rebel  cavalry.  Capitulation  of  Charles  Town f 
Garrifon,  artillery,  frigates,  tSc.  Rebels  again  defeated  by  Tar  It  et  on , 
at  ITaxaw.  Regulations  by  Sir  Henry  Clinton  for  the  fecurity  of  the 
province.  Departure  for  New  Fork.  Earl  Cornwallis  reduces  the 
whole  colony.  Unexpected  danger  to  which  the  feverity  of  the  winter 
had  expofed  New  1  ork.  Gallant  defence  made  by  Capt ,  Cornwallis , 
againf  a  F rench  fipenor  naval  force.  Three  naval  actions  between 
Sir  George  Rodney ,  and  M.  de  Guichen,  productive  of  no  decifve  confe¬ 
rences.  Inf urreCt  ions  of  the  loyalifs  in  North  Carolina  quelled.  Baron 
de  Kalbe  marches  into  that  province  with  a  continental  force.  Is  follow¬ 
ed  by  Gen.  Gates,  who  takes  the  chief  command.  State  of  affairs  in  the 
two  Carolina’s.  Battle  of  Camden.  Complete  victory  gained  by  Lord 
Cornwallis .  Sumpter  routed  by  Tarleton . 


THE  appearance  and  conti¬ 
nuance  of  D’Eftaing  on  the 
coaff  of  North  America,  in  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1779,  necef- 
farily  fufpended  all  adlve  opera¬ 
tions  on  the  fde  of  New  York; 
where  none  but  defenfive  meafures 
could  be  thought  of,  under  the 
well-founded  apprehension  of  a  for¬ 
midable  attack  by  fea  and  land, 
which  had  been  evidently  con¬ 
certed  between  that  commander 
and  General  Wafhington.  The 
latter  had  fcolletled  a  itrfrng  force 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  Highlands, 
to  which  the  northern  colonies 


had  largely  contributed,  hoping 
to  end  the  war  by  one  decifive 
flroke ;  and  being  in  pofleflion  of 
the  North  River,  the  cloud  feemed 
ready  to  break  upon  the  iflands, 
as  foon  as  the  French  fleet  fhould 
appear  in  fight ;  an  event  that  did 
not  feem  to  be  far  diftant,  as  it 
was  expected  on  both  Aides  by  the 
new  allies,  that  the  taking  of  the 
Savannah  could  be  little  more 
than  the  work  of  a  day  ;  and  that 
the  fuccefs  would  not  only  infpire 
confidence,  but  even  afford  means, 
for  the  attainment  of  the  grand 
object. 


Under 
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U^der  thefe  apparent  circum- 
ftances  of  danger,  it  was  found 
advifeable,  befides  adopting  every 
other  means  of  a  vigorous  defence 
againd  a  greatly  fuperior  force,  to 
withdraw  the  garrifon  and  marine 
from  Rhode  Iiiand,  and  to  fuffer 
that  place  to  fall  again  into  the 
hands  of  the  Americans. 

Rut  the  defeat  of  D’Edaing, 
and  Hill  more  the  lofs  of  time, 
which  attended  his  ill  conducted 
enterprize,  having  totally  fruf- 
trated  the  views  of  the  enemy,' 
ferved  equally  to  extend  thofe  of 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
of  Admiral  Arbuthnot,  to  active 
and  effective  fervice,  by  an  expe¬ 
dition  to  the  fouthern  colonies. 
Wafhington’s  army  was  already  in 
a  great  meafure  broken  up.  The 
auxiliaries  had  returned  home  ; 
the  term  of  enlidment  of  a  great 
number  of  the  continental  fol- 
diers  was  expired  ;  and  the  filling 
up  of  the  regiments,  by  waiting 
for  recruits  from  their  refpeCtive 
lfates,  mud  neceffarily  be  a  work 
of  confiderable  time. 

South  Carolina  was  the  imme¬ 
diate  and  great  object  of  enter¬ 
prize.  Eefides  the  numerous  be¬ 
nefits  to  be  immediately  derived 
from  the  pofleffion  of  that  pro¬ 
vince  of  opulence  and  flaple  pro¬ 
duct,  and  the  unfpeakable  lofs 
which  it  would  occaiion  to  the 
enemy,  its  fituation  rendered  it 
if  ill  more  valuable,  from  the  Se¬ 
curity  which  it  would  not  only 
afford  to  Georgia,  but  in  a  very 
confiderable  degree,  to  all  that 
fouthern  point  of  the  continent 
which  dretches  beyond  it. 

Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  land  force 
being  now  whole  and  concen¬ 
trated  by  the  evacuation  of  Rhode 
Illand,  it  afforded  means  as  well 
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as  incitement  to  enterprize.  The 
army  was  like  wife  in  excellent 
condition  ;  the  reinforcements 
from  England  had  not  been  im¬ 
paired  by  any  fervice;  and  it  was 
abundantly  provided  with  artil¬ 
lery,  and  with  all  the  other  en¬ 
gines,  furniture,  and  pnovifi on  of 
war.  Nor  was  the  naval  force  left 
competent  to  its  purpofe  ;  there 
being  nothing  then  in  the  Ame¬ 
rican  feas,  which  could  even  ven¬ 
ture  to  look  at  it.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  didance  of  South  Ca¬ 
rolina,  from  the  center  of  force 
and  action,  cut  it  off  from  all 
means  of  prompt  fupport  in  any 
cafe  ;  while  the  prefent  date  of 
the  American  army,  along  with 
many  circumdances  in  the  fitua¬ 
tion  of  their  public  affairs,  ren¬ 
dered  the  profpect  of  any  time¬ 
ly  or  effectual  relief  extremely 
faint.  . 

Although  every  thing  had  been 
for  fome  time  prepared  for  the 
expedition,  and  the  troops  even 
embarked,  yet  through  the  defett 
of  any  certain  intelligence,  as  to 
the  departure  of  D’Edaing  from 
the  coad  of  North  America,  it 
was  not  until  within  a  few  days  of 
the  clofe  of  the  year,  -p.  ^  , 

that  the  fleet  and  con-  eC'  2  t‘  * 
voy  proceeded  from  New  York. 
The  voyage  from  thence  to  the 
Savannah,  (where  they  did  not 
arrive  until  the  end  of  January) 
u  as  very  uriprofperous.  Befides 
its  extreme  tedioufnefs,  the  lea 
was  fo  rough,  an  d  the  weather  fo 
tempefluous,  that  great  mifehief 
was  done  among  the  trail  fports 
and  victuallers.  Several  were 
lod  ;  others  difperfed  and  damag¬ 
ed  ;  a  few  were  taken  by  the 
Americans  ;  an  ordinance  fh ip 
went  down,  with  all  her  dores  ; 

and 
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and  almofl  all  the  horfcs,  whether 
of  draught,  or  appertaining  to  the 
cavalry,  were  loll. 

From  Savannah,  the  fleet  and 
army  proceeded  before  the  middle 
of  February,  to  the  Inlet  or  har- 
boor  of  North  Edifto,  on  the  coaft 
of  South  Carolina,  where  the 
army  was  landed  without  oppo- 
fition  or  difficulty  ;  and  took  pof- 
feffion  with  equal  facility,  firft 
of  John’s  Ifland,  and  next,  that 
of  james,  which  ftretches  to  the 
fiouth  of  Charles  Town  Harbour. 
We  have  already  had  occafion,  in 
our  account  of  Gen.  Rrevofl’s  ex¬ 
pedition,  to  take  fome  notice  of 
the  geography  and  nature  of  this 
fiat  and  infulated  country.  The 
army  afterwards,  by  throwing  a 
bridge  over  the  Wappoo  cut,  ex¬ 
tended  its  polls  on  the  mainland, 
to  the  banks  of  Afnley  River,  be¬ 
tween  which  and  Cooper’s  River, 
Charles  Town  Hands  ;  the  ap¬ 
proach  to  it  being  called  the 
Neck. 

The  general  is  not  explicit  in 
his  information,  as  to  the  nature 
of  the  difficulties,  or  rather  want's, 
which  were  the  caufe  of  detaining- 
the  army  in  this  pofition,  until 
near  the  end  of  March  ;  he  feem- 
Ing  to  confider  thefe  circum- 
fiances,  as  matters  already  well 
underflood  by  the  Secretary  of 
State.  We  only  learn,  that  a 
train  of  heavy  artillery  fupplied 
by  the  large  fliips  of  the  fleet, 
with  a  body  of  failors,  under  the 
condudl  of  Capt.  Elphinflone  of 
the  navy,  were  of  lingular  fer- 
vice  in  the  profecution  of  the 
fiege  ;  and  that  the  general  found 
it  necefiary  to  draw  a  reinforce¬ 
ment  from  Georgia,  which  joined 
him  without  any  other  interrup¬ 
tion,  than  the  natural  difficulties 


of  the  country  (which  were  not 
fniall)  during  atoilfome  march  of 
twelve  days. 

facility,  thro’  the  aid  of  the  naval 
others  and  fearnen,  with  their  boats 
and  armed  gallies  ;  and  the  army, 
with  its  artillery  and  ft  ores,  was 
landed  without  oppofition  on 
Charles  Town  Neck.  On  the 
night  of  the  ill  of  April,  they 
broke  ground  within  800  yards  of 
the  enemy’s  works  ;  and  in  a 
week,  their  guns  were  mounted- 
in  battery. 

In  the  mean  time.  Admiral 
Arbuthnot  had  not  been  deficient 
in  his  endeavours  for  the  puffing 
of  Charles  Town  Bar,  in  order 
effectually  to  fecond  the  operations 
of  the  army.  For  this  purpofe 
he  drifted  his  flag  from  the  Eu¬ 
rope  of  the  line,  to  the  Roe 
Back  of  44  guns,  which,  with 
the  Renown  and  Romulus,  were 
lightened  of  their  guns,  provi- 
fions  and  water  ;  the  lighter  fri¬ 
gates  being  capable  of  palling  the 
bar  without  that  preparation. 
Yet  fo  difficult  was  the  talk  In 
any  ftate,  that  they  lay  in  that 
iituation,  expo  fed  on  an  open 
coafl.  In  the  Winter  feafon,  to 
the  danger  of  the  feas,  and  to 
the  infults  of,  the  enemy,  for 
above  a  fortnight,  before  a  pro¬ 
per  opportunity  offered.  The 
bar  was,  however,  ■  then  palled 
(on  the  20th  of  March)  without 
lofs  ;  and  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour  gained  without  diffi¬ 
culty. 

The  enemy  had  a  confiderable 
marine  force  in  the  harbour,  which 
might  have  been  expedted  to  con¬ 
tribute  more  to  the  defence  of  the 


The  paffiage  of 
Afhley  River  was 
effecled  with  great 


March 
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town  and  p adage  than  it  actually 
did.  This  confided  of  an  Ameri¬ 
can  Ihip,  built  fince  the  troubles, 
and  pierced  for  60  guns,  but 
mounting  only  44;  of  feven  fri¬ 
gates  of  the  fame  country,  from 
32  to  16  guns;  with  a  French 
frigate  of  26  guns,  and  a  polacre 
of  eighteen.  Thefe,  at  firf,  up¬ 
on  the  admiral’s  getting  over  the 
bar,  fhevved  a  difpofition  to  dif- 
pute  the  paffage  up  the  river;  and 
accordingly,  they  were  moored 
withfome  armed  gallies,  at  a  nar¬ 
row  pafs,  between  Sullivan’s  I  (land 
and  the  middle  ground,  in  a  po¬ 
rtion  which  would  have  enabled 
them  to  rake  his  fquadron  on  its 
approach  to  Fort  Moultrie. 

This  appearance  of  refolution, 
however,  gave  wav  to  more  timid, 
and  it  fhouldfeem,  lefs  wife  coun¬ 
cil.  For  abandoning  every  idea  of 
refinance,  and  leaving  the  fort  to 
its  own  fortune,  they  retired  to 
Charles-Town  ;  where  mod  of  the 
fhips,  with  a  number  of  merchant 
yeflels,  being  fitted  with  chevaux 
de  frize  on  their  decks,  were  funk 
to  obrtrutt  the  channel  of  the  ri¬ 
ver  between  the  town  and  Shates- 
Folly;  thus  converting  a  living 
aftive  force  into  an  inert  machine. 
This  obrtacle  removed,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  the  attack  on  the  land 
fide  depending  almort  entirely  on 
the  joint  operation  of  the  fleet, 
the  admiral  took  a  favourable  op¬ 
portunity  of  wind  and  water,  to 
pafs  the  heavy  batteries  of  Fort 
Moultrie,  on  Sullivan’s  Ifiand  ;  fo 
much  celebrated  for  the  obllinate 
and  fuccefsful  defence,  which,  we 
have  heretofore  feen,  it  made, 
againft  the  long,  fierce  and  bloody 
attack,  of  Admiral  Sir  Peter  Par¬ 
ker. 


The  paffage  was  ef-  .  , 

fected,  under  a  fevere  r  Pri 
and  impetuous  fire,  with  lefs  lofs 
of  lives  than  could  have  been  well 
expected  ;  the  number  of  feamen 
killed  and  wounded  being  under 
thirty.  The  fleet,  however,  buf¬ 
fered  in  other  refpeds  from  the  fire 
of  the  enemy;  and  a  tranfport, 
withfome  naval  ftores,  was  of  ne- 
ceffity  abandoned,  and  burnt.  But 
the  great  object  was  now  gained; 
they  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  har¬ 
bour,  and  took  fuch  effectual  mea- 
fures  for  blocking  up  or  fecuring 
the  various  inlets,  that  the  town 
was  little  lefs  than  completely  in¬ 
verted.  As  the  enemy  had  placed 
their  principal  truft  in  the  defence  of 
the  paffage  up  the  river,  and  there¬ 
by  keeping  the  harbour  free,  and 
their  back  fecure,  nothing  could 
be  more  terrible  to  them  than  this 
fituation  of  the  fleet ;  whereby 
their  defences  were  greatly  mul¬ 
tiplied,  their  attention  diverted 
from  the  land  fide,  and  their  means 
of  relief,  or  even  of  efcape,  con- 
fiderably  ftreightened. 

In  this  (late  of  things,  the  bat¬ 
teries  ready  to  be  opened ;  the 
commanders  by  fea  and  land,  fent 
a  joint  fummons  to  General  Lin¬ 
coln,  who  commanded  in  Charles- 
Town  ;  holding  out  the  fatal  con¬ 
fluences  of  a  cannonade  and 
ftorm,  fating  the  prefen  t,  as 
the  only  favourable  opportunity 
for  preferring  the  lives  and  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
warning  the  commander  that  he 
fliould  be  refponfible,  for  all  thole 
calamities  which  might  be  the 
fruits  of  his  obftinacy.  Lincoln 
anfwered,  that  the  fame  duty  and 
inclination  which  had  prevented 
him  from  abandoning  Charles- 

Town, 
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Town,  during  ilxty  days  know¬ 
ledge  of  their  hoftile  intentions, 
operated  now  with  equal  force,  in 
prompting  him  to  defend  it  to  the 
fail  extremity. 

The  defences  of  Charles-Town, 
on  the  neck,  were  for  their  nature 
and  Handing,  very  conhderable. 
They  coniifted  of  a  chain  of  re¬ 
doubts,  lines,  and  batteries,  ex¬ 
tending  from  one  river  to  the 
other;  and  covered  with  an  artil¬ 
lery  of  eighty  cannon  and  mor¬ 
tars.  In  the  front  of  either  flank, 
the  works  were  covered  byfwamps, 
originating  from  the  oppofite  ri¬ 
vers,  and  tending  towards  the  cen¬ 
ter  ;  through  which  they  were  con- 
xiedted  by  a  canal  palling  from  one 
to  the  other.  Between  thefe  out¬ 
ward  impediments  and  the  works, 
were  two  krong  rows  of  abbatis, 
the  trees  being-  buried  Banting-  in 
the  earth,  fo  that  their  heads  fac¬ 
ing  outwards,  formed  a  kind  of 
ffaize-work  againk  the  affailants; 
and  thefe  were  farther  fecured,  by 
a  ditch  double  picketted.  In  the 
center,  where  the  natural  defences 
were  unequal  to  thofe  on  the 
Banks,  a  horn-work  of  mafonry 
had  been  conflrudled,  as  well  to  re- 
tnedv  that  defeft,  as  to  cover  the 
principal  gate ;  and  this  during  the 
fiege  had  been  doled  In  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  render  it  a  kind  of 
citadel,  or  independent  fort. 

The  fiege  was  carried  on  with 
great  vigour;  the  batteries  were 
foon  perceived  to  acquire  a  fuperi- 
ority  over  thofe  of  the  enemy;  and 
the  works  were  pulhed  forward 
with  unremitted  Indullry.  Soon 
after  the  middle  of  April,  the  fe- 

I  cond  parallel  was  complet- 
9  ‘  ed  ;  the  approaches  to  it  fe¬ 

cured  ;  and  it  was  carried  within 
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450  yards  of  the  main  works  of 
the  befieged.  Major  Moncrieffe, 
who  had  gained  fo  much  honour 
in  the  defence  of  the  Savannah, 
acquired  no  lefs  applaufe,  from  the 
very  fuperior  and  makerly  manner 
in  which  he  conducted  the  offenhve 
operations  of  the  prefent  fiege. 

The  town  had  kept  its  commu¬ 
nication  open  with  the  country, 
on  the  farther  fide  of  Cooper’s 
river,  for  fome  time  after  it  had 
been  invekedon  other  Tides  by  the 
'fleet  and  army ;  and  fome  bodies  of 
militia  cavalry  and  infantry  began 
to  affemble  on  the  higher  parts  of 
that  river,  who  being  in  poffeffion 
of  the  bridges,  might  at  leak  have 
become  troublefome  to  the  forage 
ing  parties,  if  not  capable  of  dif- 
turbing  the  operations  of  the  ar¬ 
my.  The  general,  as  foon  as  his 
fituation  would  permit,  detached 
1400  men  under  Lieutenant-colo¬ 
nel  Webber,  in  order  to  krike  at 
this  corps  which  the  enemy  were 
endeavouring  to  form  in  the  field  j 
to  break  in  upon  their  remaining 
communications,  and  to  feize  the 
principal  palfes  of  the  country. 
On  this  expedition  Lieutenant-co¬ 
lonel  Tarleton,  at  the  head  of  a 
corps  of  cavalry,  and  feconded  by 
Major  Fergufon’s  light  infantry 
and  markfmen,  afforded  a  linking 
fpecimen  of  that  active  gallantry, 
and  of  thofe  peculiar  military  ta¬ 
lents,  Which  have  knee  lb  highly 
dikinguilhed  his  character.  With 
a  very  inferior  force,  he  furprized, 
defeated,  and  almoit  totally  cut 
off  the  rebel  party;  and  having 
thereby  gained  poffeffion  of  Big¬ 
gin’s  Bridge  on  the  Cooper  River, 
opened  the  way  to  Colonel  Web¬ 
ber  to  advance  nearly  to  the  head 
of  the  Wandoo  River,  and  to  oc¬ 
cupy 
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Cupy  the  palfes  in  fach  a  manner, 
as  to  fhut  Charles-Town  up  en¬ 
tirely. 

As  the  arrival  of  a  large  rein¬ 
forcement  from  New  York,  en¬ 
abled  the  general  confiderably  to 
Hrengthen  the  corps  under  Web- 
ller,  fo  the  importance  of  the  fi- 
tuation,  induced  Earl  Cornwallis 
to  take  the  command  on  that  fide 
of  Cooper’s  River.  Under  the 
conduct  of  this  nobleman,  Tarle- 
ton  attacked,  defeated  and  ruined, 
another  body  of  cavalry,  which 
the  enemy  had  with  infinite  diffi¬ 
culty  collected  together. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  befiegers 
had  completed  their  third  parallel, 
which  they  carried  clofe  to  the  re¬ 
bel  canal;  and  by  a  fap  pufhed  to 
the  dam  which  fupplied  it  with 
water  on  the  right,  they  had 
drained  it  in  feveral  parts  to  the 
bottom.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
admiral,  who  had  conHantly  prefi¬ 
xed  and  diftreffed  the  enemy,  in 
every  part  within  his  reach,  hav¬ 
ing  taken  the  fort  at  Mount  Flea- 
fan  t,  acquired  from  its  vicinity, 
and  the  information  of  the  defert- 
ers  which  it  encouraged,  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  Hate  of  the  gar- 
rifon  and  defences  of  Fort  Moul¬ 
trie,  in  Sullivan’s  Ifland.  In  pur¬ 
suance  of  this  information,  and 
determined  not  to  weaken  the 
operations  of  the  army,  he  land¬ 
ed  a  body  of  feamen  and  marines, 
in  order  to  florm  the  place  bv  land, 
while  the  Ihips  battered  it  in  every 
poffible  direction.  In  thefe  cir- 
cumllances,  thegarrifon,  (amount¬ 
ing  to  Something  more  than  200 
men)  feeing  the  imminent  danger  * 
to  which  they  were  expofed,  and 
fenfible  of  the  irnpoffibili  v  of  re¬ 
lief,  were  glad,  by  a  capitulation. 


to  Surrender  themfelves  ,  ,  , 

•  r  c  May  7th. 

pnloners  or  war.  7  7 

Thus  enclofed  on  every  fide, 
and  driven  to  its  lafl  defences,  the 
general  wilhing  to  preferve  Charles 
Town  from  dcHruCtion,  and  to 
prevent  that  effufion  of  human 
blood,  which  mult  be  the  inevit¬ 
able  confequence  of  a  florin,  open¬ 
ed  a  correspondence  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  day  with  Lincoln,  for  the 
purpofie  of  a  Surrender.  But  the 
conditions  demanded  by  that  com¬ 
mander  being  deemed  higher,  than 
his  prefen t  circumilances  and  Situ¬ 
ation  entitled  him  to,  they  were 
rejected,  and  hoiiilities  renewed. 
The  batteries  on  the  third  parallel 
were  then  opened,  and  fo  great  a 
Superiority  of  lire  obtained,  that 
the  befiegers  were  enabled  under 
it  to  gain  the  counterfcarp  of  the 
out-work  which  Hanked  the  canal; 
which  they  likewil'e  palled;  and 
then  pufhed  on  their  works  direct¬ 
ly  towards  the  ditch  of  the  place. 

The  objections  to  the  late  con¬ 
ditions  required  by  Gen.  Lincoln, 
went  principally  to  Some  ftipu- 
lations  in  favour  of  the  citizens 
and  militia  ;  but  the  prefent  Hate 
of  danger  having  brought  thofe 
people  to  acquiefce  in  their  be¬ 
ing  relinquifhed,  as  the  price  of 
Security,  that  commander  accor¬ 
dingly  propofed  to  Surrender  upon 
the  terms  which  were  then  offered. 
The  Britilli  commanders,  befides 
their  averfenefs  to  the  cruel  extre¬ 
mity  of  a  Horrn,  were  not  difpofed 
to  prefs  to  unconditional  fubmifi- 
fion,  an  enemy  whom  they  wifhed 
to  conciliate  by  clemency.  They 
granted  now  the  fame  conditions 
which  they  had  before  ^  T  , 

offered;  and  the capi-  Ma>'  ,,th* 
tulation  was  accordingly  Signed. 

The 
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The  garrifon  were  allowed  Come 
of  the  honours  of  war;  but  they 
were  not  to  uncafe  their  colours, 
nor  their  drums  to  beat  a  Britiih 
inarch.  The  continental  troops 
and  feamen  were  to  keep  their 
baggage,  and  to  remain  prifoners' 
of  war  until  they  were  exchanged. 

.  The  militia  were  to  be  permitted 
to  return  to  their  refpettive  homes, 
as  prifoners  on  parole;  and  while 
they  adhered  to  their  parole,  were 
not  to  be  molefted  by  the  Britiih 
troops  in  perfon  or  property.  The 
citizens  of  all  forts  to  be  confider- 
ed  as  prifoners  on  parole  ;  and  to 
hold  their  property  on  the  fame 
terms  with  the  militia.  The  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  army  and  navy,  to  re¬ 
tain  their  fervants,  fvvords,  piftels, 
and  their  baggage,  unfearched. 
Horfes  were  refufed,  as  to  carry¬ 
ing  them  out  of  Charles  Town  ; 
but  they  were  allowed  to  difpofe 
of  them  in  the  town. 

Seven  general  officers,  ten  con¬ 
tinental  regiments,  and  three  bat¬ 
talions  of  artillery,  became  pri¬ 
foners  upon  this  occafion.  The 
whole  number  of  men  in  arms  who 
were  taken,  including  town  and 
country  militia,  and  French,  a- 
mounted  to  5611,  exclufive  of 
near  a  thou  fan  d  feamen.  The 
number  of  rank  and  hie,  which 
appear  on  this  lift,  bear  no  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  clouds  of  commiffion 
and  non-commiffion  officers,  which 
exceed  nine  hundred.  The  thin- 
nefs  of  the  continental  regiments 

O 

accounts  partly  for  this  circum- 
ftance ;  it  appearing  from  Lin¬ 
coln’s  return  to  congrefs,  that  the 
whole  number  of  men  of  every 
fort,  included  in  fo  many  regi¬ 
ments  and  battalions,  at  the  time 
of  the  iurrender,  did  not  amount 
to  quite  2500.  lie  boafts  in  that 


letter,  that  he  loft  only  twenty 
men  by  defertion,  in  fix  weeks  be¬ 
fore  the  furrender. 

As  the  fiege  was  not  productive 
of  fallies  or  defperate  aftaults, 
which  were  in  a  confiderkble  de¬ 
gree  prevented  by  fituation,  and 
the  nature  of  the  works,  the  lofs 
of  men  was  not  great  on  either 
ftde,  and  was  not  very  unequally 
lhared.  A  prodigious  artillery 
was  taken  ;  amounting,  of  every 
fort,  and  including  thofe  in  the 
forts  and  ftiips,  to  confiderahly 
more  than  400  pieces.  Of  thefe, 
31 1  were  found  in  Charles  Town 
only.  Three  flout  rebel  frigates, 
one  French,  and  a  polacre  of  16 
guns,  of  the  fame  nation,  which 
efcaped  the  operation  of  being; 
funk  to  bar  the  river,  fell  like- 
wife  into  the  hands  of  the  victors. 

The  Carolinians  complained 
greatly  of  their  not  being  properly 
affifted  by  their  neighbours,  par* 
ticularly  the  Virginians,  in  this 
long  and  arduous  ftruggle,  If  the 
complaint  is  at  all  founded,  it  can 
only  relate  to  the  not  fending  of 
reinforcements  to  the  garrifon  beL 
fore  the  city  was  clofely  inverted  ; 
for  the  fouthern  colonies  poffeifed 
no  force,  which  was  in  any  degree 
equal  to  the  raifing,  or  even  to  the 
much  incommoding  of  the  liege. 
Nor  does  it  feem  that  the  augmen¬ 
tation  of  the  garrifon  would  have 
anfwered  any  effectual  purpofe. 
At  the  commencement  of  the 
fiege,  an  American  lieutenant- co¬ 
lonel,  of  the  name  of  Hamilton 
Ballendine,  having  the  fortune  of 
being  detected  in  his  attempt  to 
pafs  to  the  Eriglifti  camp  at  night, 
with  draughts  of  the  town  and 
works,  immediately  fullered  the 
unpitied  death  of  a  traitor. 

The  moft  rapid  and  brilliant 

fuccefs 
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fuccefs  now  attended  every  exer¬ 
tion  of  the  Britiih  arms ;  Lord 
Cornwallis,  on  his  inarch  up  the 
north  iide  of  the  great  Santee 
river,  having  received  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  remaining  force  of 
the  rebels  were  collected  near  the 
borders  of  North  Carolina,  dif- 
patched  Colonel  Tarleton,  with 
the  cavalry,  and  a  new  corps  of 
light  infantry,  called  the  Legion, 
mounted  on  horfeback,  in  order  to 
rout  and  difperfe  that  body,  be¬ 
fore  it  could  receive  any  addition 
of  force  from  the  neighbouring 
colonies. 

The  enemy  being  at  fo  great  a 
diftance,  as  not  to  apprehend  al- 
moit  the  poffibility  of  any  near 
danger,  had  confidered  other  cir- 
cumitances  of  convenience  more, 
than  the  means  of  fecuring  a  good 
retreat,  in  their  choice  of  fitua- 
tion.  No  fuch  negligence  could 
pals  unpuniihed,  under  any  cir- 
cumftance  of  diiiance,  with  fuch 
an  enemy  as  they  had  now  to  en¬ 
counter.  Colonel  Tarleton,  up¬ 
on  this  occalion,  exceeded  even 
his  own  ufual  celerity  ;  and  hav¬ 
ing  marched  1 05  miles  in  54  hours, 
prefented  himfelf  hid¬ 
den  iy  and  unexpect¬ 
edly,  at  a  place  called  Waxfaw, 
before  an  alfoniihed  and  difpirited 
enemy.  They,  however,  poli- 
tivelv  rejected  the  conditions 
which  were  offered  them,  of  fur¬ 
rendering  upon  the  fame  terms 
with  the  garriion  of  Charles 
Towr\.  The  attack  was  highly 
fpirited  ;  the  defence,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  cover  of  a  wood,  faint ; 
and  the  ruin  complete.  Above 
100  were  killed  on  the  foot ;  a- 
bout  15c  1b  badly  wounded  as  to 
be  unable  to  travel,  and  about  co 
brought  away  prilbners.  Their 


May  29th 


colours,  baggage,  with  the  re¬ 
mains  of  the  artillery  of  the 
fouthern  army,  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  victors.  The  lofs  on  their 
fide,  though  the  rebels  were  fupe- 
rior  in  number,  was  very  trifling. 

After  this  fuccefs,  there  was 
nothing  to  refill  the  arms  of  Lord 
Cornwallis  ;  and  the  reduction  of 
that  extenhve  colony  of  South 
Carolina,  was  deemed  fo  com¬ 
plete,  at  the  time  of  T  . 

Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  June  5*- 
departure,  on  returning  to  his  go¬ 
vernment  of  New  York,  that  he 
informs  the  American  miniiter  in 
his  letter,  that  there  were  few  men 
in  the  province,  who  were  not  either 
prifoners  to,  or  in  arms  with  the 
Britiih  forces;  and  he  cannot  re- 
lirain  his  exultation,  at  the  num¬ 
ber  of  the  inhabitants  who  came 
in  from  every  quarter,  to  teftify 
their  allegiance,  and  to  offer  their 
fervices,  in  arms,  in  fupport  of 
his  Majelty’s  government ;  and 
who,  in  many  inltances,  had 
brought  as  prifoners  their  former 
opprelfors  or  leaders. 

That  commander  accordingly, 
in  fettling  the  affairs  and  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  province,  adopted  a 
icheme  of  obliging  it  to  contribute 
largely  to  its  own  defence  ;  and 
even  to  look  forward,  in  prefent 
exertion,  to  future  fecurity,  by 
taking  an  aCtive  lhare  in  the  fup- 
prellion  of  the  rebellion  on  its  bor¬ 
ders.  In  this  view,  he  feemed  to 
admit  of  no  neutrals  ;  but  that 
every  man,  who  did  not  avow 
himfelf  an  enemy  to  the  Britiih 
government,  fhould  take  an  aCtive 
part  in  its  fupport.  On  this  prin¬ 
ciple,  allpcrfons  were  expected  to 
be  in  readinefs  with  their  arms  at 
a  moment’s  warning  ;  thofe  who 

O  7 

had  families,  to  form  a  militia  for 
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the  home  defence;  bilt  thofe  who 
had  none,  to  ferve  with  the  royal 
forces,  for  any  fix  months  of  the 
enfuing  twelve,  in  which  they 
might  be  called  upon,  to  affift 
in  driving  their  rebel  oppref- 
fors,  and  all  the  miferies  of  war, 
far  from  the  province. Their 
fervice  was,  however,  limited,  be- 
fides  their  own  province,  to  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  beyond  the 
boundaries  of  which  they  were  not 
to  be  marched  ;  and,  after  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  limited  term,  they 
were  to  be  free  from  all  future 
military  claims  of  fervice,  except¬ 
ing  their  local  militia  duties.  So 
warm  were  the  hopes  of  fuccefs 
then  formed,  that  a  few  months 
were  thought  equal  to  the  fubju- 
gation  of,  at  leaf,  that  part  of 
the  continent. 

This  fyftem,  of  fnbduing  one 
part  of  the  Americans  by  the 
other  ;  and  of  elhblilhing  fuch  an 
internal  force  in  each  fubjugated 
colony,  as  would  be  nearly,  if 
not  entirely,  equal  to  its  future 
prefervation  and  defence,  had 
been  often  held  out,  and  much 
fuggefted  in  England,  as  exceed¬ 
ingly  practicable  ;  and  indeed,  as 
requiring  only  adoption  to'  infure 
its  fuccefs.  And  our  preceding 
commanders  on  the  American  fer¬ 
vice  had  buffered  much  obloquy  and 
bitternefs  of  reproach,  for  their 
fuppofed  negligence,  in  not  pro¬ 
fiting  of  means  which  were  repre- 
fented  as  fo  obvious,  and  which, 
as  it  was  faid,  would  have  been  fo 
fortunately  decifive  with  refpeft  to 
the  war. 

The  wifdom  of  the  meafure  in 
queftion  depended  entirely  upon 
the  number  of  perfons  in  the  re- 
fpeCtive  colonies  attached  to  the 
Britifh  government.  It  certainly 
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Became  Sir  Henry  Clinton  arid 
his  noble  fucceffor,  to  ufe  every 
method  their  genius  fuggefled  to 
them,  for  fecuring  or  extending 
their  conqudfis  ;  but  the  fuccefs 
of  the  meafure  in  a  partial  expe¬ 
riment  has  been  fuch,  as  will  jus¬ 
tify  other  commanders  for  net 
placing  an  intire  and  general  de¬ 
pendence,  upon  affurances  of  fa¬ 
vourable  difpofitions  in  the  colo¬ 
nies,  extorted  under  the  influence 
of  fear,  which  have  every  where 
proved  entirely  delu'iive. 

The  departure  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  from  New  York,  had  exr~ 
pofed  that  city  to  an  apparent 
danger  upon  the  outfet  of  his  ex¬ 
pedition,  which*  as  it  could  not 
poflibly  have  been  fofefeen,  no 
wifdom  could  provide  again#. — 
A  winter,  unequalled  in  that  cli¬ 
mate  for  its  length  and  feverity, 
had  deprived  New  York,  and  the 
adjoining  iflands,  of  all  the  de- 
fenfive  benefits  of  their  infular 
fituation  ;  and  while  it  alfo  de¬ 
prived  them  of  their  naval  pro¬ 
tection,  expofed  that  protection 
itfelf  to  an  equal  degree  of  dan¬ 
ger.  The  North  river,  with  the 
freights  and  channels  by  which 
they  are  divided  arid  furrounded, 
were  every  where  cloathed  with 
ice  of  fuch  a.  ftrength  and  thick- 
nefs,  as  would  have  admitted  the 
pad  age  of  armies,  with  their 
heaviefl  carriages  and  artillery ; 
fo  that  the  iilands,  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  countries,  prefen  ted  to  the 
view,  and  in  effect,  one  whole*  and 
unbroken  continent. 

Jn  this  alarming  change  fo  fud-. 
deniy  wrought  in  the  nature  of 
the  fituation.  Major  General  Pat- 
tifon,  who  commanded  at  New 
York,  with  the  Heffian  General 
Knyphauien,  and  other  officers  on 

that 
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that  Nation,  took  the  molt  pru¬ 
dential  and  fpeedy  meafures  for 
the  common  defence.  All  orders 
of  men  in  New  York  were  embo¬ 
died,  armed  and  officered ;  and, 
including  about  1500  feamen,  a- 
mounted  to  fomething  near  6000 
men.  The  officers  and  crews  of 
the  royal  frigates,  which  were 
locked  up  in  the  ice,  undertook 
the  charge  of  a  redoubt ;  and  thole 
of  the  tranfpcrts,  victuallers,  and 
merchantmen  *  were  armed  with 
pikes,  for  the  defence  of  the  wharfs 
and  fhipping. 

It,  however,  happened  fogtu- 
nately,  that  General  Waffiington 
was  in  no  condition  to  profit  of 
this  unlcoked  for  event.  The 
fmall  army  which  remained  with 
him,  hutted  at  Morris-Town,  was 
inferior  in  ftrength  to  the  royal 
military  defenfive  force,  excluiive 
of  the  armed  inhabitants  and  mi¬ 
litia.  He,  notwithstanding,  made 
fuch  movements  and  preparations, 
as  fufficiently  indicated  defign, 
and  afforded  cau fe  for  alarm.  An 
ineffeClive  attempt  was  even  made 
by  Lord  Stirling,  with  2700  men 
and  fome  artillery,  upon  Staten 
Ifland.  But  he  continued  on  the 
illand  only  one  day,  and  retreated 
in  the  night.  In  a  number  of 
fmall  fkirmifhes  and  enterprizes, 
which  took  place  during  the  win¬ 
ter,  the  Britifh  forces  had  conti¬ 
nually  the  advantage. 

During  thpfe  trartfadions  in 
North  America,  Captain  Corn¬ 
wallis,  on  the  Jamaica  ftation, 
acquired  great  honour,  by  the 
gallant  defence  which  he  made 
with  a  very  inferior  force,  againft 
M.  de  la  Motte  Piquet,  who  was 
himfelf  wounded  in  the  action. 
Being  on  a  cruize  off  Monte  Chrif- 
ti,  in  his  owu  fhip,-  the  Lion,  of' 
XXIII. 
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64  guns,  with  the  ,  ,  , 

Briftol  of  50,  and  March  20t!1- 
the  Janus  of  44,  he  fell  in  with* 
and  was  chaced  by  the  French 
commander,  who  had  four  74  gun 
fhins  and  two  frigates.  The  ene¬ 
my  came  within  cannon  fhot  by 
five  in  the  evening,  and  a  runnino- 
right  was*  maintained  through  the 
whole  night,  without  the  enemy’s 
venturing  to  come  along  fide, 
which  it  was  in  their  power  to  do* 
In  the  morning,  the  [anus  being 
a  good  deal  difabled,  and  at  fome 
diitance,  the  Lion  and  Briftol, 
through  the  defect  of  wind,  were 
obliged  to  be  towed  bv  their  boats 
to  her  affiftance.  This  brought 

S.  1 

on  a  general  engagement,  which 
lafted  between  two  and  three  hours, 
and  in  which  the  enemy  fullered 
fo  much,  that  they  were  obliged 
to  lie  by  to  repair.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  renewed  the  purfiiit,  and 
continued  it  during  the  night, 
without  coming  within  gun  fhot. 
But  the  appearance  of  the  Ruby 
map  of  war,  of  64  guns,  with  two 
Britifh  frigates,  in  the  morning  of 
the  third  day,  fuddenly  changed 
the  face  of  things:  The  French 
commander  was  now,  notwit ll- 
ftanding  the  fuperiority  of  force 
which  he  Hill  retained,  chafed  in 
turn,  and  purfued  for  feveral 
hours,  with  the  utmoft  exultation 
and  triumph  by  the  Britifh  com¬ 
manders, 

Sir  George  Rodney  had  arrived 
at  St.  Lucia,  arid  taken  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  feet  upon  the  Lee¬ 
ward  Ifland  flation,  by  the  latter 
end  of  March.  Juft  previous  to 
his  arrival,  M.  de  Guichen,  with 
25  fhips  of  the  line,  and  eight  fri¬ 
gates,  all  full  of  troops,  had  pa¬ 
raded  for  feveral  days  before  that 
iBand,  with  a  view  either  of  fur- 

[g'j  prise> 
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prize,  or  of  overwhelming  the 
Britifh  force  by  their  great  fupe- 
ricrity.  The  good  diipofition  of 
the  troops  made  by  Gen.  Vaughan, 
and  of  the  fhips  by  Rear  Admiral 
Parker,  however,  fru fixated  their 
deflgn  in  both  refpefts. 

This  viiit  was  foon  returned  by 
Sir  George  Rodney,  who  with  20 
fhips  of  the  line,  and  the  Centu¬ 
rion  of  50  guns,  for  two  days,  in- 
fulted  M.  de  Guichen  in  Fort 
Royal  harbour  in  Martinique,  go¬ 
ing  fo  clofe  at  times,  as  to  be  able 
to  count  all  the  enemy’s  guns,  and 
being  even  within  random  fhot  of 
their  batteries.  Nothing  being 
able,  notwithftanding  his  fupe- 
riority,  to  draw  the  French  com¬ 
mander  out  to  an  engagement,  the 
Britifh  Admiral  found  it  neceifary 
to  depart  with  the  bulk  of  the  fleet 
to  Grofs  Iflet  Bay  in  St.  Lucia, 
leaving  a  fquadrcn  of  copper  bot¬ 
tom  med  fhips  to  watch  the  moti¬ 
ons  of  the  enemy,  and  to  give  him 
the  earlieft  poflible  notice  of  their 
attempting  to  fail. 

Things  hung  in  this  Hate  until 
the  middle  of  April,  when  the 
French  fleet  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  were  fo  fpeedily  pur- 
fued  by  Sir  George  Rodney,  that 
he  came  in  fight  of  them  on  the 
following  day.  A  general  chace 
took  place ;  and  all  the  manoeuvres 
of  the  enemy  during  the  night, 
clearly  indicating  their  full  inten¬ 
tion  of  avoiding  an  engagement, 
tueir  motions  were  counterafted 
with  great  ability  by  the  Britifh 
commander. 

On  the  fucceedinp-  morning,  a 
very  extraordinary  degree  of  fk.il! 
and  judgment  in  feamanfhip  feems 
to  have  been  difplayed  on  both 
fides  ;  the  evolutions  on  each  be¬ 
ing  fo  rapid  and  various,  as  to  re¬ 


quire  the  moil  watchful  attention 
on  the  other  to  prevent  difadvan- 
tage.  The  French  fleet  were  con- 
iiderably  fuperior  in  force ;  a- 
mounting  to  23  fail  of  the  line, 
and  a  50  gun  fhip.  The  Englifh 
fleet,  as  before,  confided  of  20  of 
the  line,  and  the  Centurion.  The 
van  was  led  by  Rear  Admiral 
Hyde  Parker ;  the  center,  by  the 
commander  in  chief,  and  the  rear 
diviflon,  by  Rear  Admiral  Rowley. 

A  little  before  one  .  , 

o’clock,  the  French  APnl1 7th- 
were  brought  to  adtion  by  fome  of 
the  headmofl  fhips ;  and  about  that 
hour.  Sir  G.  Rodney,  in  the  Sand¬ 
wich,  of  90  guns,  commenced  the 
adtion  in  the  center.  After  beating 
three  French  fhips  out  of  the  line, 
the  Sandwich  was  at  length  en¬ 
countered  alone,  by  PA.  de  Gum 
chen,  in  the  Couronne  of  the  fame 
force,  and  fupported  by  his  two 
feconds,  the  Fendant  and  Tri¬ 
umphant.  It  feems  little  lefs  than 
wonderful,  that  the  Sandwich  not 
only  fuilained  this  unequal  combat 
for  an  hour  an  half,  but  at  length 
obliged  the  French  commander, 
with  his  two  feconds,  to  bear  away, 
whereby  their  line  of  battle  was 
totally  broken  in  the  center.  This 
happened  at  a  quarter  pafi  four 
o’clock,  when  the  enemy  feemed 

.  4 

to  be  compleatly  beaten.  But  the 
great  diftance  of  the  Britiili  van 


and  rear  from  the  center,  with  the 
crippled  condition  of  fevera!  of  the 
fhips,  and  the  particularly  danger¬ 
ous  Hate  of  the  Sandwich,  which,  for 
the  fucceeding  24  hours,  was  with 
difficulty  kept  above  water,  render¬ 
ed  it  impoflible  to  make  the  victory 
complete  by  an  immediate  purfuit. 

The  circumilances  of  this  ac¬ 
tion  were  never  well  explained  or 
underflood.  The  public  letter 

from 
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from  the  commander  in  chief, 
which  was  publifhed  in  the  Ga¬ 
zette,  teems  with  implied  cen- 
fure  againll  his  officers  in  general, 
without  the  fmalleft  praife  or  ap¬ 
probation  of  anyone,  excepting  the 
captain  of  a  frigate.  It  was  faid, 
that  his  fignals  were  treated  with 
contempt  and  difobeyed  ;  and  he 
feems  himfelf  to  convey  a  charge 
againfl  fome,  of  not  engaging  cioic^- 
ly.  It  is  certain,  that  a  few  of  the 
ihips  fufrered  none,  or  very  little 
lofs  ;  whilft  feveral  others  were 
great  Offerers*  If  we  recoiled 
rightly,  one  captain  was  broke, 
or  at  leak  put  under  arrefl,  and 
his  ffiip  given  to  another  officer  ; 
nor  are  we  fure,  that  more  than 
one  court  martial  was  not  held. 
On  the  other  hand,  Sir  George 
Rodney,  paffes  high  encomiums 
on  the  French  admiral  and  is 
not  more  fparing  in  his  commen¬ 
dations  of  the  gallantry  of  his 
officers. 

The  affair  feemed  fo  dark  and 
myfterious  at  home,  that  it 
brought  out  a  motion  in  the  Houfe 
of  Peers  on  the  3d  of  the  following 
June,  from  Lord  St*  John  (whole 
brother  or  near  relation  had  been 
killed,  gallantly  fighting  in  the 
action)  for  papers,  tending  to  an 
enquiry  into  the  Object.  Upon 
that  occafion,  a  noble  military 
earl,  read  a  letter  in  his  place, 
which  he  faid  he  had  received 
from  an  officer  who  was  prefent  in 
the  a&ion,  and  who  flood  high 
in  point  of  charafter  and  honour. 
In  that  letter,  it  was  faid,  that 
tfie  fpirit  of  a  certain  vice  admiral 
(whofe  name  and  conduct  have 
fo  long  been  objects  of  public  dif- 
cuffion)  had  gone  forth,  and  in- 
fedted  the  Britiffi  fleet ;  and  that 


the  fervice  felt  all  the  evils  arif- 
ing  from  thofe  diffientions  which 
were  Town  by  our  great  men  at 
home.  It  held  out,  befides  other 
matter*  that  the  Ihips  were  foul, 
and  out  of  repair  ;  that  there  was 
a  great  fcarcity  of  ail  kinds  of 
naval  flores  ;  and  that  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  was  not  only 
much  diffatisfied  with  the  conduit 
and  failure  in  duty  of  feveral  of 
his  officers,  hut  likewife  with  thofe 
who  had  deceived  him,  relative  to 
the  ilate  and  condition  of  the 
fquadron  which  he  commanded. 
The  noble  reader,  in  his  com¬ 
ments  on  the*  letter,  faid,  that  the 
caufes  of  this  public  misfortune 
had  originated  at  home  ;  that  be¬ 
fides  the  bad  condition  of  the 
Ihips,  officers  were  put  into  com¬ 
mand,  more  from  their  political 
attachments  or  principles',  than 
from  their  reputation  or  fervice  ; 
and  that  faction  had  accordingly 
fpread  itfelf  through,  and  divid¬ 
ed  the  whole  fleet.  As  the  firfl 
Lord  of  the  A-dmiralty  declared 
himfelf  equally  in  the  dark  with 
every  other  peer  prefent,  as  to 
the  particular  tr  an  faction  3  of  the 
1 7th  of  April,  which  were  now 
the  Gbjefts  of  enquiry,  and  allur¬ 
ed  the  houfe,  that  he  had  not,  by 
private  communication  or  other- 
wife,  received  any  explanatiun  of 
the  public  Gazette  letter,  the 
motion  was  eafily  overruled  upon, 
a  divifion,  and  the  bufinefs  con. 
tinues  in  its  original  obfeurky. 
The  lofs  in  the  Britifh  fleet, 
amounted  to  120  killed,  and  to 
3$3  wounded.  Of  thefe,  it  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  Hon.  Capt. 
St.  John  of  the  Intrepid,  and 
three  cf  his  lieutenants,  were  kill¬ 
ed.  Seme  other  brave  officers 
[*P]  2  were 
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were  killed,  and  fever al  wound¬ 
ed. 

Such  expedition  was  ufed  in 
repairing  the  damage  done  to  the 
flips,  and  the.  purl  uit  was  renew¬ 
ed  and  continued  with  fo  much 
fpirit,  that  on  the  20th  they  again 
got  fight  of  the  enemy,  and 
chaced  them  for  three  fucceffive 
days  without  intermiffion.  The 
object  of  the  French  commander, 
befides  that  of  uuiig  all  poilible 
means  to  avoid  a  fecond  action, 
being  to  recover  Fort  Royal  Ray, 
which  he  had  fo  lately  quitted, 
but  where  only  he  could  repair 
his  flattered  fleet ;  and  that  of 
Sir  George  Rodney,  befides  the 
hope  of  bringing  him  again  to 
action,  to  cut  him  off  from  that 
place  of  refuge  and  fupply.  M.  de 
Guichen,  was  obliged  to  give  up 
his  fecond  object,  and  for  the 
prefervation  of  his  fir  ft,  to  take 
ftielter  under  Guadaloupe.  No¬ 
thing  xould  afford  a  clearer  ac¬ 
knowledgement  of  victory  to  the 
Rritifi  commander  ;  although  un¬ 
fortunately  it  was  net  attended 
with  all  thofe  fubftantial  advan¬ 
tages  which  were  to  be  wifhed. 
Sir  George  Rodney  returned  to 
cruize  oft’  Fort  Royal,  hoping 
thereby  to  intercept  that  enemy 
whom  he  could  not  overtake. 

The  enemy,  however,  not  ap¬ 
pearing,  the  admiral  found  it 
neceftary  from  the  condition  of 
the  fleet,  after  feveral  days  cruize, 
and  greatly  alarming  the  i  ft  and 
of  Martinique,  to  put  into  Choc- 
que  Bay  in  St.  Lucia,  as  well  to 
land  the  fick  and  wounded,  as 
to  water  and  refit  the  fleet.  Thefe. 
purpofes  being  fulfilled  with  great 
di (patch,  and  advice  received  of 
the  motions  of  the  enemy,  lie 


again  put  to  Tea,  and  in  four  days 
had  the  fortune  to  •» «  , 

gain,  fight  of  them,  Ma?  Ioth' 
within  a  few  leagues  to  windward. 

O 

Both  fleets  continued  in  this  ftate 
of  wind  and  condition  for  feveral 
days  ;  the  French  having  it  con- 
flan  tly  in  their  power  to  bring 
on  an  engagement,  and,  not- 
withftanding  their  fupericrity,  as 


conftantiy  u fitly  effectual  means 
for  its  prevention.  Befides  the 
fettled  advantage  of  the  wind, 
they  foon  perceived,  that  the 
cleannefs  and  condition  of  their 


(hips,  afforded  fuch  a  fupericrity 
in  point  of  failing,  that  they  feem- 
ed  to  grow  playful  with  refpect  to 
the  Britifh  fleet  ;  and  accordingly 
ufed  for  feveral  days  to  come 
down  in  a  line  of  battle  abreaft, 
as  if  they  meant  ferioufly  and  di¬ 
rectly  to  hazard  an  engagement, 
until  they  were  arrived  within 
little  more  than  random  cannon 
(hot,  when  they  fuddenlv  hauled 
their  wind,  and  again  departed 
out  of  all  reach. 

It  is  at  all  times  bad  jefting  be¬ 
fore  an  enemy ;  even  fuppoiing 
that  enemy  to  be  a  much  lefs  de- 
termined  and  formidable  foe  than 
a  Britifh  fleet.  In  the  coiirfe  of 
this  manoeuvring,  the  bravade 
being  encouraged  by  a  fudden 
and  m after! y  movement  made  by 
the  Britifh  admiral  for  gain  i  no* 
tne  wind,  and  which  was  mi  lie  ken 
for  a  Tymptorn  of  flight,  the  whole 
French  fleet  were  nearly  entang¬ 
led  'into  that  which  of  all  things 
they  mo  ft  wifhed  to  avoid.  They 
were  only  faved  from  a  clofe 
and  general  engagement  by  a 
critical  fhift  of  wind ;  and  even 
with  that  aid,  and  all  the  fails 
they  could  carry,  were  not  able 


to 
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to  preferve  their  rear  entirely  from 
conflict. 

Rear  Admiral  Rowley’s  divifion 
now  compoi'ed  the  van  of  the 
Britifh  fleet,  and  was  mod  gal¬ 
lantly  led  by  Capt.  Bowyer  of  the 
Albion,  the  headmoft  fhip.  That 
brave  officer  arreded  the 
flight  of  the  enemy  about 
feven  in  the  evening,  and  fuflained 
for  no  fliort  time  the  fire  of  feve- 
ral  of  their  heavy  (hips,  before  the 
rear  admiral,  in  the  Conqueror, 
and  two  or  three  more  of  his  divi - 
fion,  were  able  to  come  up  to  his 
afliflance.  It  was  perceivable,  from 
the  latter  flacknefs  of  the  enemy’s 
fire,  that  their  rear  had  fuffered 
confiderably  in'  this  rencounter  ; 
the  Albion  and  Conqueror,  were 
the  liiips  that  fuffered  moll  on  our 
fide  ;  only  three  more  were  able 
to  come  within  reach  of  danger. 

The  enemy  from  this  kept  an 
awful  diftance,  and  ventured  no 
more  to  repeat  the  parade  of  com¬ 
ing  down,  as  if  they  meant  to 
engage.  A  vigorous  effort  made, 
however,  by  the  Britifh  command¬ 
er  a  few  days  after,  in  order  to 
weather  them,  although  it  failed 
of  the  intended  effect,  yet  in¬ 
volved  the  fleets  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  French,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  rear,  were 
under  the  neceffity  of  ha- 
znrding  a  partial  engagement. 
They  accordingly  bore  along  the 
Eritifh  line  to  windward,  and 
maintained  a  heavv  cannonade, 
at  a  didance  which  could  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  any  great  effeft,  but  which 
they  endeavoured  condantly  to 
preferve.  The  rear,  however, 
and  fome  part  of  the  center,  could 
not  efcape  being  clofely  and  fe- 
vcrely  attacked  by  the  Britifh 
van,  and  fuch  other  fnips  as  could 
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get  up.  It  was  accordingly  ob- 
ferved  that  they  fuffered  very  con¬ 
fiderably.  As  foon  as  their  rear 
was  extricated,  the  enemy’s  whole 
fleet  bore  away,  with  all  the  fail 
they  could  poflibly  prefs. 

It  appears  that  twelve  fail  of 
the  Britifh  fleet,  including  the 
Predon  of  50  guns,  wrere  able  to 
come  up  fo  far  with  the  enemy, 
as  to  fuftain  fome  lofs.  Although 

O 

the  van  was  led  on  this  day,  by 
Commodore  Hotham,  in  the  Ven¬ 
geance,  with  great  reputation, 
yet  it  was  the  fortune  of  the  Al¬ 
bion,  Capt.  Bowyer,  to  Hand  the 
brunt  of  this  adlion,  as  well  as  of 
the  preceding.  She  fuffered  ac¬ 
cordingly.  The  whole  lofs  of 
the  fleet  in  both  engagements, 
amounted  to  68  {lain,  and  293 
wounded  ;  and  of  thefe,  24  were 
killed,  and  123  wounded,  in  the 
Albion  only.  Admiral  Rowley 
fuffered  confiderably  in  the*  former 
aflion,  but  much  more  deeply  in 
this  ;  in  which  his  brave  Captain, 
Watfon,  likewife  fell.  All  the 
officers  who  could  get  into  adlloh 
in  either,  are  entitled  to  the  high- 

,jO 

efi  applaufe, 

The  Britifh  fleet  continued  the 
purfuit  of  the  enemy  for  two  days, 
when  they  totally  loft  fight  of 
them  ;  the  chace  had  then  led 
them  40  leagues  diredlly  to  the 
windward  of  Martinique.  The 
Bate  of  the  fleet  rendered  it  now 
abfolutely  neceffary  for  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  to  proceed,  to 
-  Carlifle  Bay,  in  the  id  and  of  Bar¬ 
bados  ;  which  afforded,  at  length, 
an  opportunity  to  the  French  of 
attaining  that  objedt  which  they 
had  fo  long  fought,  and  of  re¬ 
pairing  their*  fliattered  fleet  in 
Fort  Royal  harbour. 

Notwithftanding  the  tranquil 

[*?]  3  appear- 
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appearances  of  things  in  South 
Carolina,  at  the  time  of  Sir  Henry 
Clinton’s  departure  from  thence, 
it  foon  became  obvious,  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  were  fo  little 
fatisfied  with  the'prefent  govern¬ 
ment,  that  they  endeavoured  to 
difpofe  of  their  property  upon 
fuch  terms  as  they  could  obtain, 
and  totally  to  abandon  the  pro¬ 
vince.  This  condudl  became  fo 
frequent  and  glaring,  that  Lord 
Cornwallis  found  it  neceffary  to¬ 
wards  the  end  of  July  to  iffue  a 
proclamation,  flrldbly  forbidding 
all  fales  and  transfers  of  property, 
including  even  negroes,  without 
a  licence  fir  ft  obtained  from  the 
commandant  of  Charles  Town  - 
and  likewife  forbidding  all  matters 
of  veftels,  from  carrying  any  per¬ 
sons  whatever,  whether  black  or 
white,  out  of  the  colony,  without 
a  written  paffport  from  the  fame 
officer, 

In  the  mean  time.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis,  who  extended  his  views 
to  the  reduction  of  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  had  kept  up  a  conftant  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  loyalifts  in 
that  colony,  who  eagerly  urged 
him  to  the  profecution  of  his  de¬ 
sign,  But  befides  that  the  heat 
of  the  Summer  was  fo  exceffive, 
that-  it  would  have  rendered  ac¬ 
tion  exceedingly  deftru&ive  to  the 
troops,  he  likewife  found,  that 
no  army  could  be  fubiifted  in  that 
country,  until  the  h ary eft  was 
over.  Upon  thefe  accounts,  he 
earneftly  prelied  the  friends  of  the 
Britifh  government  in  North  Car 
rolma,  to  keep  themfelves  quiet, 
and  free  from  all  fufpicion,  though 
|n  re  a  din  els,  until  the  proper  fea- 
(0 n  arrived.  But  the  ufual  im¬ 
patience  of  thofe  people,  operated 
upop  by  the  vigilant  jealoufy  of 


that  government,  or,  as  they  faid, 
by  its  oppreffion  and  cruelty,  ren¬ 
dered  them  incapable  of  profit¬ 
ing  of  fuch  falutary  counfel.  In- 
furredllons  accordingly  took  place, 
which  being  conducted  without  or¬ 
der  or  caution,  as  well  as  prema¬ 
ture,  were  eaiily  fupprefted.  A 
Col.  Bryan,  however,  with  about 
Boo  half  armed  men,  efcaped  into 
South  Carolina,  where  they  join¬ 
ed  the  royal  forces. 

During  the  neceffary  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  commander  in  chief  at 
Charles  Town,  in  regulating-  the 
government  and  affairs  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  the  part  of  the  army  defin¬ 
ed  to  active  fervice,  was  advanced 
towards  the  frontiers,  under  the 
conduct  of  Lord  P.awdon,  who 
fixed  his  head  quarters  at  the 
town  of  Camden,  The  advan* 
tageous  fituation  of  that  place  on 
the  great  river  Santee,  which  af¬ 
forded  an  eafy  communication  with 
feveral,  and  remote,  parts  of  the 
country,  together  with  other  in¬ 
viting  and  favourable  circum- 
ftances,  induced  Earl  Cornwallis 
to  make  it  not  only  a  place  of 
arms,  but  a  general  ftore-houfe 
or  repofitorv,  for  the  fupply  of 
the  army  in  its  intended  opera¬ 
tions.  He  accordingly  ufed  the 
utmoft  difpatch  in  conveying  thi¬ 
ther  from  Charles  Town,  rum, 
fait,  arms,  ammunition,  and  va¬ 
rious  ftores,  which,  from  the  dif- 
tance,  and  exceffive  heat  of  the 
weather,  proved  a  work  of  infi¬ 
nite  labour  and  difficulty.  That 
noble  commander  likewife  fpared 
no  pgins  in  arming  and  embody¬ 
ing  the  militia  of  the  province, 
and  in  railing  new  military  corps 
under  well  a  keeled  leaders. 

But  during  thefe  tranfadlions,  a 
great  change  took  place  in  the 
|  afpedf 
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afpeCt  of  affairs  in  North-Carolina. 
For  befides  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
loyalifts,  who  were  treated  with 
little  mercy,  Major-General  the 
Baron  de  Kalbe,  a  German  officer 
in  the  American  fervice,  arrived 
in  that  province  with  2000  conti¬ 
nental  troops  ;  and  was  followed 
by  fome  bodies  of  militia  from 
Virginia.  The  government  of 
the  colony  were  likewife  indefa¬ 
tigable  in  their  exertions  and 
preparations,  at  lead  for  defence, 
if  not  for  conqueft.  Troops  were 
raifed ;  the  militia  every  where 
drawn  out  ;  and  Rutherford,  Caf- 
well,  Sumpter,  and  other  leaders, 
advanced  to  the  frontiers  at  the 
head  of  different  bodies  of  them. 
Skirmifh.es  took  place  on  all  fides, 
and  were  attended  with  various 
fortune  ;  and  the  enemy  became 
(o  dangerous,  that  Lord  Rawdon 
found  it  neceffary  to  contract  his 
polls. 

It  foon  appeared,  that  the  fub- 
miffion  of  many  of  the  South-Ca- 
rolinians  was  merely  compulfory, 
and  that  no  conditions  or  confe- 
quences  could  bind  or  deter  them 
from  purfuing  the  bent  of  their 
inclinations,  whenever  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  offered.  As  the  enemy  in- 
creafed  in  llrength,  and  approached 
nearer,  numbers  of  thofe  who  had 
fubmitted-to  the  B.ritifh  govern¬ 
ment,  and  others  who  were  on  pa¬ 
role,  abandoned,  or  hazarded  all 
things,  in  order  to  join  them,  A 
Colonel  Lille,  who  had  exchanged 
his  parole  for  a  certificate  of  being 
a  good  fubjeCt,  carried  off  a  whole 
battalion  of  militia,  which  had 
been  raifed  by  another  yentleman 
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for  Lord  Cornwallis,  to  join 
Sumpter.  Another  battalion,  who 
were  appointed  to  conduct  about 
joq  fiek  of.  the  7 1  it  regiment  in 


boats  down  the  Pedee  to  George- 
Town,  feized  their  own  officers, 
and  carried  them,  with  the  fick 
men,  ail  prifoners  to  the  enemy. 

General  Gates  was  now  arrived 
in  North-Carolina,  to  take  the 
command  of  the  new  fouthern 
army  ;  and  the  time  was  fait  ap¬ 
proaching,  when  his  high  military- 
reputation  was  to  be  ftaked  in  an 
arduous  coated  with  the  fortune 
of  Earl  Cornwallis.  In  the  fe~ 
cond  week  of  Auguft,  that  noble¬ 
man  having  received  intelligence 
at  Charles-Town,  that  Gates  was 
advancing  with  his  army  towards 
Lynche’s  Creek,  that  Sumpter 
Was  endeavouring  to  cut  off  the 
communications  between  that  city 
and  the  army,  that  the  whole 
country  between  the  Pedee  and 
the  Black  River  had  revolted,  and 
that  Lord  Rawdon  was  collecting 
his  whole  force  at  Camden,  he 
immediately  fet  off  for  that  place. 

He  found  on  his  arrival  no  final] 
difficulties  to  encounter.  Gates 
was  advancing,  and  at  hand,  with 
a  very  decided  fuperiority  of  force. 
His  army  was  not  eilimated  at  lefs 
than  five  or  fix  thoufand  men  ;  it 
was  likewife  fuppofed  to  be  very 
well  appointed  ;  whilft  the  name 
and  character  of  the  commander, 
increafed  the  idea  of  its  force. 
On  the  other  hand.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis’s  regular  force,  was  fo  much 
reduced  by  ficknefs  and  cafaalties, 
as  not  much  to  exceed  1400  fighu 
ing  men,  or  rank  and  file,  with 
four  or  five  hundred  militia,  and 
North  Carolina  refugees.  The 
pofition  of  Camden,  however  ad¬ 
vantageous  or  convenient  in  othe£ 
refpeCts,  was  a  bad  one  to  receive 
an  attack.  He  could  indeed  have 
made  good  his  retreat  to  Charles- 
Town  with  thofe  troops  that  were 

able 
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able  to  march  ;  but  in  that  cafe, 
be  mu(i  have  ^ott  about  <!oo  fi c i\ , 
with  a  vafl  quantity  of  valuable 
iiores,  to  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy.  He  likewife  forefaw, 
that  excepting  Charles-Town  and 
the  Savannah,  a  retreat  would  be 
attended  with  the  lofs  of  the  two 
whole  provinces  of  South- Carolina 
and  Georgia. 

In  thefe  circum dances,,  the  no¬ 
ble  commander  determined,  nei¬ 
ther  to  retreat,  nor  wait  to  be  at¬ 
tacked  in  a  bad  pofition.  He 
knew  that  Charles-Town  was  fo 
well  garrifoned  and  provided,  that 
it  could  not  be  expo  fed  to  any 
danger,  from  whatever  might  be- 
fa!  him.  That  his  troops  were 
excellent,  admirably  officered,  and 
we!!  found  and  provided  in  all  re- 
fpefts.  And  that  the  lofs  of  his 
tick,  of  his  magazines,  the  aban- 
domnent  of  the  country,  and  the 
defer tion  of  his  friends,  all  of 
which  would  be  the  inevitable 
con fequertc.es  of  a  retreat,  were 
aim  oil  the  heavier!  evils  which 
could  befal  him  in  any  fortune. 
In  his  own  words,  there  was  tf<  lit¬ 
tle  to  lofe  by  a  defeat,  and  much 
to  gain  bv  a  victory. 5 ? 

The  intelligence  which  he  re¬ 
ceived,  that  General  Gates  had 
encamped  in  a  bad  fituation,  at 
Rtrgley’s,  about  13  miles  from 
Camden,  undoubtedly  ferved  to 
confirm  Lord  Cornwallis  in  his 
determination.  He 
accordingly  marched 
from  Camden  about  10  o’clock  at 
night,  with  .a  full  intention  of 
fhrprizing  Gates  at  Rugley’s  ;  and 
making  his  difpofitions  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  that  his  belt  troops  and 
greatell  force  fhould  be  directed 
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again!!  the  continental  regiments ; 
laying  little  fcre.fs  on  the  militia. 
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if  thefe  were  fufficiently  provided 
again  ft. 

It  was  almoll  fmgular,  that  at 
the  very  hour  and  moment,  at 
which  Lord  Cornwallis  fet  out 
from  Camden  to  furprize  Gates,' 
that  general  fhould  let  out  from 
Rugley’s  in  order  to  furprize  him. 
For  although  he  does  not  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  Let  in  point  of  delign, 
and  even  pretends,  that  his  night 
movement  was  made  with  a  view 
of  feizing  an  advantageous  por¬ 
tion  feme  miles  fhort  of  Camden  ; 
his  order  of  march,  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  his  army,  with  the  hour 
of  fetting  out,  and  other  circum- 
ftances,  will  leave  but  little  room 
to  entertain  a  doubt  of  his  real 
objeCt.  Thefe  leading  features 
will  remind  fome  of  our  readers  of 
a  celebrated  aft  km  in  the  late  war  * 
in  which  the  Pruffian  monarch, 
environed  with  danger,  and  fur- 
rounded  on  all  tides  by  armies  of 
enemies,  fome  of  which  were  fingly 
luperior  to  his  own,  furprized 
and  defeated  Laudohn  on  a  night 
march,  when  that  able  general 
intended  to  conclude  the  war  by 
completing  the  circle,  and  by  fur- 
prizing  him  in  a  manner  which 
muft  have  been  final  in  its  effefts. 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  the 
light  troops  and  advanced  corps  on 
both  (ides,  necefifarily  fell  in  with, 
and  encountered  each  other  in  the 
dark,  fo  that  the  furprize'  was 
mutual.  In  this  blind  encounter, 
however,  the  American  light  troops 
being  driven  back  precipitately 
on  their  van,  occafioned  fome  con¬ 
siderable  diforder  in  that  part,  if 
not  in  their  center,  which  proba¬ 
bly  was  never  entirely  recovered. 
Lord  Cornwallis  reprefled  the  fir¬ 
ing  early,  a.nd  immediately  form¬ 
ed  j  he  found  that  the  enemy  were 

in 
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in  bad  ground,  and  he  would  nor 
hazard  in  the  dark,  the  advantages 
which  their  fituation  would  afford 
him  in  the  light ;  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  to.. k  fuch  meafurcs  as  ef¬ 
fectually  prevented  their  taking 
any  other.  For  the. ground  occu- 
pied  by  b  th  armies,  being  nar¬ 
rowed  and  prefled  in  upon  on  ei¬ 
ther  hand  bv  deeo  fvvamos,  afford- 
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ed  great  advantages  to  the  weaker 
in  making  the  attack,  and  by  pre¬ 
venting  the  itronger  from  extend¬ 
ing  their  lines,  deprived  them  in 
a  great  meafure,  of  thole  which 
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they  ihould  have  derived  from  their 
fuperiority  in  number. 

A  movement  made  by  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  on  the  left  by  day-light, 
indicating  fome  change  of  difpo- 
,  dtion  or  order,  does  not  feem  to 
have  .been  a  very  judicious  mea- 
fure,  in  the  face  of,  and  fo  near 
to,  fuch  a  commander, .  and  fuch 
an  army.  Lord  Cornwallis  faw 
the  advantage,  and  indantly.  feized 
it  Col.  Webder,  who  commanded 
the  right  wing,  direCtly  charging 
the  enemy’s  left,  with  the  light 
infantry,  fupported  by  the  23d 
and  33d  regiments.  The  action 
foon  became  general,  and  was  fup¬ 
ported  near  an  hour,  with  wonder¬ 
ful, refolution,  and  the  moft  deter¬ 
mined  obdinacy.  The  firing  was 
quick  and  heavy  on  both  ikies  ; 
and  intermixed  with  fharp  and 
well  -  fupported  conteds  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet.  The  morn¬ 
ing  being  hill  and  hazy,  the  fmoke 
hung  over  and  involved  both  ar- 
rnies  in  fuch  a  cloud,  that  it  was 
difficult  to  fee  or  to  efUmate  the 
ftate  of  dedruCtion  on  either  fide. 
The  Britifh  troops,  however,  evi¬ 
dently  preffed  forward  ;  and  at  the 
period  we  have  mentioned,  the 
Americans  were  thrown  into  con- 
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fufiqn,  began  to  give  way  on  all 
fides,  and  a  total  and  general  rout 
foon  enfued. 

W e  learn  from  the  American 
accounts,  that  the  whole  body  of 
their  militia,  (which  condituted 
much  tlie  greater  part  of  their 
force)  excepting  only  one  North- 
Carolina  regiment,  gave  way  and 
run,  at  the  very  frit  fire  :  and 
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that  all  the  efforts  of  the  general 
himfelf,  and  of  the  other  com¬ 
manders,  were  incapable  of  bring¬ 
ing  them  afterwards  ever  to  rally, 
cr  to  make  a  hngle  Hand  ;  fo  that 
gaining  the  woods  as  faif  as  poffi- 
ble,  they  totally  difperfed.  But 
the  continental  regular  troops, 
and  the  fingle  North  Carolina 
regiment  of  militia,  vindicat¬ 
ed  their  own  and  the  national 
character.  They  even  Hood  that 
lad  and  fore  ted  of  the  good- 
nefs  of  troops,  the  p.ufh  of  the 
bayonet,  with  great  confrancy  and 
drmnefs. 

Thy  Britifh  commander  fhewed 
his  ufual  valour  and  military  fkilL 
And  the  officers  and  troops,  in 
their  refpeCtive  lfations,  aniwered 
his  warmed  expectations.  But 
though  all  are  entitled  to  our  ap- 
plaule,  yet  Lord  Rawdon,  with 
the  two  Lieutenant-Colonels  Web- 
der  and  Tarleton,  could  not  avoid 
being  particularly  didinguidied. 

The  victory  was  complete.  The 
broken  and  fcattered  enemy  were 
purfued  as  far  as  Hanging-Rock, 
above  twenty  miles  from  the  field 
of  battle.  All  their  artillery, 
amounting  to  feven  or  eight  b  i  afs 
held  pieces,  with  2000  ft  and  of 
arms,  their  military  waggons,  and 
feveral  trophies,  were  taken.  Lord 
Cornwallis  edimates  Lie  flain  at 
eight  or  nine  hundred,  and  fays 
ajbout  a  thoufand  prifoners  were 

taken. 
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taken.  The  General,  Baron  de 
Kalbe,  who  was  fecond  in  com¬ 
mand,  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
taken.  That  officer  fpent  his  laft 
breath  in  didating  a  letter,  expref- 
live  of  the  warmed:  affedion  for 
the  Americans,  containing  the 
higheff  encomiums  on  the  valour 
of  the  continental  troops,  of  which 
he  had  been  fo  recent  a  witnefs, 
and  declaring  the  fatisfaclion  which 
he  then  felt,  in  having  been  a 
partaker  of  their  fortune,  and 
having  fallen  in  their  caufe. 

The  American  Brigadier-Ge¬ 
neral  Gregory,  was  among  the 
ilain,  and  Rutherford  was  wound¬ 
ed  and  taken.  Although  fome 
brave  officers  fell,  and  feveral 
were  wounded,  on  the  Britiffi  fide, 
yet  the  lofs  which  the  army  fuf- 
tained,  was  upon  the  whole  com¬ 
paratively  fmall.  It  amounted, 
.Including  eleven  miffing,  only  to 
324.,  in  which  number  the  ilain 
bore  a  very  moderate  proportion. 

Upon  the  whole.  Gates  feems 
to  have  been  much  outgeneralled. 
He  was,  however,  confcled  in  his 
misfortune,  (which  has  fmce  oc- 
cafioned  his  retreat  from  the  fer- 
v-ice)  by  the  approbation  of  his 
condud  and  fervices,  which  was 
publicly  bellowed  by  fome  of  the 
affemblies.  N 

General  Sumpter  had  for  fome 
time  been  very  fuccefsful  in  cut¬ 
ting  off  or  intercepting  the  Britilh 
^parties  and  convoys,  and  lay  now 
with  about  a  thoufand  men,  and 
a  number  of  prifoners  and  waggons 
which  he  had  lately  taken,  at  the 
Catawba  fords ;  apparently  fecured 
by  diffcance,  as  well  as  the  diffi¬ 


culties  of  the  country.  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis  confidered  it  a  matter  of 
great  importance  to  his  future 
operations,  to  give  a  decifive  blow 
to  this  body,  before  he  purfued 
his  fuccefs  by  advancing  into 
North- Carolina.  He  accordingly 
detached  Colonel  Tarleton,  with 
the  light  infantry  and  cavalry  of 
the  legion,  amounting  to  about 
350,  upon  this  fervice.  The  ad¬ 
vantages  to  be  derived  from  woody, 
llrong,  and  difficult  countries,  are 
much  counterb  ala  need  by  the  op¬ 
portunities  which  they  afford  of 
lurprize.  The  brave  and  aCtive 
officer  employed  upon  this  occa- 
fion,  by  forced  marches,  judicious 
meafures,  and  excellent  intelli¬ 
gence,  furprized  Sumpter  fo  com¬ 
pletely  at  noon- day,  that  his  men* 
lying  totally  carelefs  and  at  eafe, 
were  moftly  cut  oif  from  their 
arms.  The  victory  was  accord¬ 
ingly  nothing  more  than  a  Baughs 
ter  and  rout.  About  150  were 
killed  on  the  fpot,  about  300, 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  taken, 
and  a  number  of  prifoners  and 
waggons  retaken. 

Thefe  fplendid  fucceffes  laid  the 
fouthern  colonies  open,  to  all  the 
effects  of  that  fpirit  of  enterprize 
which  diftingui flies  Earl  Corn¬ 
wallis,  and  which  he  communi¬ 
cates  to  all  who  a  Cl  under  his  com¬ 
mand.  In  any  other  war  than  the 
American,  they  would  have  been 
decifive  of  the  fate  of  thofe  colo¬ 
nies.  But  it  has  been  the  Angular 
fortune  of  that  war,,  that  victory, 
on  the  Britilh  fide,  has  been  un¬ 
productive  of  its  proper  and  cuff 
tomary  effects. 
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York,  Dec.  30. 

P\  7'  a  general  meeting  of  the 
JYz  freeholders  df  the  county 
bf  /ork  held  here  this  day,  at 
whico,  moll:  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  iirft  confideration  and  property 
were  prefent,  it  was  unanimoufly 
agreed,  that  a  petition  fnoald  be 
prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  for  the  purpofes  therein  men¬ 
tioned  *. 

After  which  the  following  refolu- 
tions  were  propofed,  and  alfo 
unanimoufly  agreed  to,  viz, 

1  ft.  Refolved,  That  the  petition 
now  read  to  this  meeting,  addref- 
fed  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and 
requeuing,  that*  before  any  new 
burthens  be  laid  upon  the  country, 
efFedtyal  meafures  may  be  taken 
by  that  Houfe  to  enquire  into, 
and  correct  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money;  to 
reduce  all  exorbitant  emoluments  ; 
to  refcind  and  abolifh  all  finecure 
places  and  unmerited  penfions ; 
and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  neceffities  of  the  date ;  is  ap¬ 
proved  by  this  meeting. 

2d.  Refolved,  That  a  commit- 
mittee  of  fixty-one  gentlemen  be 


appointed,  to  carry  on  the  necef- 
fary  correfpondence  for  eifedlually 
promoting  die  objedt  of  the  peti¬ 
tion,  and  to  prepare  a  plan  for  an 
aflociation,  on  legal  and  conftitu- 
tional  grounds*  to  fupport  that  laud¬ 
able  reform,  and  fuch  other  mea¬ 
fures  as  may  conduce  to  reflore  the 
freedom  of  parliament,  to  be  pre¬ 
fented  by  the  chairmen  of  the 
committee  to  this  meeting,  held 
by  adjournment,  on  Tuefday  in 
Eafter-week  next  enfuing. 

The  committee  was  theri  chofen* 
and  thanks  given  to  the  lords  and. 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
who  honoured  the  meeting  with 
their  prefence  and  fupport. 

A  deputation  from  the  Pro- 
teflant  Affociation,  affembled 
under  the  patronage  of  Lord  Geo. 
Gordon,  Waited  on  Lord  North,  to 
requeft  his  lordfhip  to  prefent  a  pe¬ 
tition  from  that  lociety  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  to  fupport  the  fame, 
againft  a  law  which  has  already 
received  the  royal  affent,  for  the 
relief  of  his  majefty*s  Popifh  fub- 
jefts  in  certain  cafes  ;  which  his 
lordfhip  abfolutely  refufed; 

In  confequence  of  a  public  ^  ^ 
notice  given  bythe  fheriffs,  a  / 
numerous  and  refpe&able  meeting 


*  See  Appendix* 
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of  the  freeholders  of  Middlefex 
was  held  at  the  Mermaid,  at  Hack¬ 
ney.  About  one  o’clock  Mr.  She¬ 
riff  Wright  took  the  chair  (Sheriff 
Pugh  being  confined  with  the  gout, 
did  not  attend)  and  read  a  requi- 
iition  made  to  him,  iigned  by  fe- 
veral  freeholders  of  the  county, 
requiring  the  meeting,  the  pur¬ 
port  of  which  was,  “  to  confider 
the  propriety  of  entering  into  re- 
folutions,  and  co-operating  with 
the  noble  lords  who  formed  the 
minority  on  the  7th  and  15th  of 
December  on  the  motions  for  the 
retrenchment  of  the  civil  lift,  and 
for  controlling  the  public  expendi¬ 
ture,  &c.” 

A  petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  almoft  verbatim  the  fame 
with  that  from  the  county  of  York, 
was  agreed  to.  After  this,  two 
refolutions  fimilar  to  thofe  carried 
at  the  York  meeting;  were  read  and 
approved  of,  and  a  committee  of 
fifty-one  gentlemen  appointed  to 
carry  on  the  bufmefs,  and  the  ne- 
ceffary  correfpondence  with  the 
kingdom.  Mr.  Grieve  then  made 
a  motion,  that  the  thanks  of  the 
meeting  be  given  to  the  noble 
lords  and  commons,  who  have  uni¬ 
formly  and  unequivocally  flood 
forth  in  the  defence  of  the  confti- 
tutional  rights  of  their  country, 
and  for  reforming  the  ftate  ;  which 
was  carried. 

,  A  dreadful  fire  happened 
IOti‘  in  Great  Wild  Street,  Lin- 
coln’s-Inn-iields,  at  three  o’clock 
laft  Friday  morning,  when  three 
.houfes  were  conjumed,  two  others 
damaged,  and  five  or  fix  unhappy 
perfons  perifhed  in  the  flames  1 
Many  induftrious  families,  lodgers 
in  the  houfes  which  were  burnt, 
&c.  loft  all  their  goods,  and  even 
their  wearing  apparel,  and  were 


compelled  to  rufh,  in  a  manner 
naked,  into  the  ftreets,  to  fave 
their  lives. 

At  the  above  fire  Mrs.  Mitton, 
a  dealer  in  coals,  was  feemto  look 
out  of  her  chamber  window  before 
the  houfe  caught  fire ;  but  an  en¬ 
gineer  at  the  inftant  accidentally 
pointing  the  engine  pipe  that  way, 
ftruck  her  backwards,  and  (he  was 
con  fumed  with  the  building,  to 
which  the  flames  foon  after  com¬ 
municated  themfelves. 

Admiralty -Office,  'Jan.  11. 

Capt.  Clerke,  of  his  majefty’s 
fioop  the  R.efolution,  in  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Stephens,  dated  the  8th  of 
June,  1 779 ,  in  the  harbour  of  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul.  Kamefchatka, 
which  was  received  vefterdav, 
gives  the  melancholy  account  of 
the  celebrated  Captain  Cook,  late 
commander  of  that  fioop,  with 
four  of  his  private  mariners,  hav¬ 
ing-  been  killed,  on  the  14th  of 
February  laft,  at  the  ifiand  of 
O’whythe,  one  of  a  groupe  of  new 
difcovered  iflands,  in  the'22d  de¬ 
gree  of  north  latitude,  in  an  affray 
■with  a  numerous  and  tumultuous 
body  of  the  natives. 

Cap:.  Clerke  adds,  that  he  had 
received  every  friendly  fupplyfrpm 
the  P.uftian  government ;  and  that 
as  the  companies  of  the  Refolu- 
tion,  and  her  confort  the  Difco- 
very,  were  in  perfect  health,  and 
the  two  floops  had  twelve  months 
ftores  and  provi lions  on  board,  he 
was  preparing  to  make  another  at¬ 
tempt  to  explore  a  northern  pafuge 
to  Europe. 

[The  above  new  difcovered 
ifiand  in  the  South  Seas  lies  in  22  N. 
lac.  and  200  E.  long,  from  Green¬ 
wich.  The  captain  and  crew  were 
at  fifft  treated  as  deities,  but  upon 
their  revifuing  that  ifiand  fome  of 
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the  inhabitants  proved  inimical,  ed  to  hard  labour  in  the  houfe  of 
hoftilities  enfued, and  the  above  me-  correClion,  eight  to  be  imprifoned 
lancholyfcene  was  theconfequence.]  in  Newgate,  live  whipped  and  dif- 
Copies  of  the  journals  of  the  charged,  and  1 1  difcharged  by 
two  (hips,  together  with  many  va-  proclamation. 

luable  drawings,  were  left  with  The  feffions  of  the  peace  is  ad- 
the  governor,  to  be  forwarded  to  journed  till  Thurfday  the  20th  iri- 
Eng'iand  ;  who  politely  engaged  to  ftant,  at  Guildhall,  and  the  feffions 
take  charge  of  them  himfelf  as  of  gaol  delivery  till  Wednefday  the 


far  as  Peterfburgh. 

This  dav  the  new  elefted  mem- 

J 

bers  of  the  common-council  took 
the  ufual  oaths  for  their  qualifica¬ 
tion  at  the  feffions  at  Guildhall, 
and  immediately  afterwards  a  court 


23d  of  February,  at  the  Old- 
Bailev. 

J 

This  day  the  following  ^ 
malefactors  were  executed 
at  Tyburn,  purfuant  to  their  fen- 
tence  :  Hugh  Mulvfe'y,  John  Wbi- 


of  common-council  was  held,  when  ley  and  John  Woodmore,  who  went 
the  committee  appointed  to  en-  in  the  fir  ft  cart,  for  breaking  open 
quirC  into  the  right  of  the  members  the  houfe  of  Thomas  Farley,  of 
of  that  court  to  be  Governors  of  Coldbath  Fields*  and  healing 
the  Royal  Hofpitals,  reported  a  thereout  two  filk  gowns,  two  pair 
hate  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  of  hays,  and  other  things;  John 
meafures  taken  by  their  opponents  ;  Howell,  for  healing  352  filk  hand- 
and  the  committee  were  empowered  kerchiefs,  and  other  goods,  to  a 
to  defend  the  right  of  the  corpora-  confiderable  amount,  in  the  houfe 
tion  in  fuch  manner  as  they  fhould  of  Mr.  Davifon,  pawnbroker,  in 
be  advifed,  and  to  draw  upon  the  Rifhopfghte- hreet ;  and  William 
chamber  for  the  neceftary  ex-  Kent*  for  robbing  Henry  Otto, 
pences.  one  of  his  majefty’s  meflengers,  of 

.  Four  prifoners  were  tried  his  watch  and  money,  on  the  high- 

at  the  Old-Bailey,  three  of  way,  near  Gunnerfbury-lane,  who 
whom  were  capitally  convicted,  went  in  the  lah  cart*  They  were 
viz.  John  Benfieid  and  W.  Turley,  attended  by  the  fheriffs,  city  mar- 

jfhals,  officers,  the  ordinary  of 
Newgate*  & c<  from  Newgate  to 
the  place  of  execution.  They  be¬ 
haved  exceeding  penitent,  wept 
much,  and  were  terribly  agitated 
and  {hocked  at  their  approaching 
difiolution. 

The  above  unfortunate  youths 
were  all  very  young,  the  eldeft  not 


for  feloniouftv  coming  and  coun¬ 
terfeiting,  at  a  houfe  in  White’s- 
allev*  Charicery  -  lane,  {hillings, 
fix-pences,  and  half  crowns,  feve- 
tA  counterfeit  {hillings,  newly 
call,  being  found  in  the  room  ; 
and  Mary  Williams,  for  feloniouf- 
ly  colouring,  with  a  certain  waffi 
producing  the  colour-  of  filver,  feve- 


ral  round  planks  of  hafe  metal, t  exceeding  23  years  of  age. 


of  a  fit  iize  to  be  coined  into  coun¬ 
terfeit  milled  money,  refembling 
{hillings. 

The  fame  day  the  feffion  ended, 
when  feven  conviCls  received  judg¬ 
ment  of  death,  nine  were  fentenc- 


The  fame  day  a  court  of  aider- 
men  was  held  at  Guildhall,  when 
Mr.  Thorp*  one  of  the  common- 
council  of  the  ward  of  Aldgate,  pre- 
iented  a  letter  from  Mr.  Alderman 
Lee,  defiring  to  furrender  the  office 
[N]  2  of 
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of  alderman  of  the  faid  ward,  he 
finding  it  incompatible  with  his 
prefent  concerns  to  hold  the  faid 
office.  The  court  accordingly  ac¬ 
cepted  of  the  faid  refignation. 

The  lord  mayor  went  to 
ironmonger’s  -  hall.  Fen- 
church- dree  t,  when  a  wardmote 
was  held  before  his  lord  (hip  for  the 
election  of  an  alderman  for  Aid- 
gate  ward,  in  the  room  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Lee,  Efq;  when  William 
Burnell,  Eiq;  one  of  the  late 
fheriffs,  was  chofen  without  oppo- 
fit  ion*  Thanks  were  alfo  voted  to 
the  late  Alderman  Lee  by  a  majo¬ 
rity  of  12  voices. 

The  king’s  proclamation,  fetting 
forth,  that  for  the  future  all  fo¬ 
reign  fhips  taken  carrying  to  and 
aflifting  the  enemies  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  with  warlike-dores  or  goods  of 
any  kind,  ffiould  be  deemed  legal 
prizes,  and  the  fhip  or  fhips  and 
cargoes  ill  on  Id  be  fold  for  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  thofe  who  took  them,  was 
read  at  the  Royal  Exchange  Gate 
by  Mr.  Bifhop,  the  common- cryer, 
affided  by  the  proper  officers. 

The  adjournment  of  the  feffion 
was  held  at  Guildhall  before  the 
lord  mayor,  aldermen,  recorder, 
&c.  to  conclude  the  bufinefs  which 
was  left  unfinifhed  at  the  late  ad¬ 
journment,  when  the  following  ex¬ 
traordinary  tryal  for  an  affaulf  was 
heard  — Thomas  Atkins,  a  fer- 
jeant  at  mace,  went  on  the  24th 
of  lad  June  to  ferve  a  prccefs  on 
Mr.  Henry  Gough,  at  his  houfe 
on  Holborn-hill ;  he  acquainted 
Mr.  Gough  with  the  natyre  of  his 
bufinefs,  who  feemed  inclined  to 
fettle  the  matter.  Mr.  Gough  go- 
jng  up  flairs,  the  officer  followed, 
when  he,  Mr,  Gough,  turned 
round,  and  fhoved  Atkins  over 
rh:e  bannider:  Mr.  Atkins  not  re¬ 


ceiving  much  hurt,  renewed  the 
attack,  and  a  general  battle  en~ 
fued  between  Gough  and  Atkins, 
and  Gough’s  man  and  Atkins’s, 
man.  Gough  finding  the  officer 
too  mighty  for  him  to  oppofe  with¬ 
out  further  affidance,  unchained  & 
large  fierce  animal,  which  Mr. 
Atkins  affirmed  to  be  a  centaur,  or 
griffin  y  however,  it  proved  to  be 
a  man  fatyr :  this  had  the  de fired 
effeft,  for  both  Mr.  Atkins  and 
follower,  upon  fight  of  the  beaffi, 
wifely  declined  the  fight,  and  made 
a  precipitate  retreat.-  The  charge 
being  undeniably  proved,  Mr. 
Gough  was  accordingly  found 
guilty,  and  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine 
of  five  guineas.  Mr.  Gough  is  a' 
dealer  in  wild  beads. 

Lad  December  a  gentleman  tried: 
the  power  of  ele&ricity  on  a  myrtle 
tree,  in  the  following  manner  :  he 
placed  the  pot  in  a  room  .which 
was  frequented  by  the  family,  and 
for  feventeen  days  electrified  it 
once  in  each  day,  allowing  half  a 
pint  of  water  to  the  roof  on  every 
fourth  day.  in  confequence  of 
this  tryal,  the  myrtle  produced  fe- 
veral  (hoots,  the  longed  meafur- 
ing  full  three  inches,  and  it  is  now 
in  the  Green-houfe  m  perfect 
health. 

Dublin ,  Jan.  ip.  We  have  the 
pleafure  to  acquaint  our  readers, 
that  on  Monday  lad  there  was 
made  the  fird  exports  entry  of 
woollens  from  this  kingdom  at  our 
Gudom- houfe  fin ce  the  redriftions 
on  our  trade  were  taken  off.  The 
entry  was  made  by  William  Worth¬ 
ington,  Efq;  of  1300  yards  of 
ferge,  for  Lifbon . 

York,  Jan.  18.  At  a  meeting  of 
the  Agriculture  Society,  held  air 
Beverley,  for  the  Ead- Riding  of 
the  CQU&ty  of  York  and  county  of 
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iHufl,  a  premium  of  three  guineas 
was  adjudged  to  Ann  Witty,  of 
Driffield,  (lie  havino-  ferved  the 

•  o 

iongeft  in  one  place,  viz.  40  years ; 
alfo  a  premium  of  two  guineas  to 
William  Carr,  ofTickton,  he  be¬ 
ing  the  next  e  1  d e  11  fervant,  having 
ferved  in  one  place  36  years. 
Cordova  in  the  Ducuman,  June  1,, 

1 779- 

In  the  village  of  Aftagratia  there 
lives  a  negro  woman,  who,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  moft  authentic  in¬ 
formation  and  teftimonies  taken 
judicially,  muii  be  about  175  years 
eld;  Ihe  is  extremely  thin,  very 
much  wrinkled,  and  bent  double, 
but  ffie  can  fee  at  a  few  paces  dis¬ 
tance,  and  Spins;  but  what  is 
moll  extraordinary,  though  Die 
cannot  Hand  for  any  fpace  of  time, 
dhe  Hill  carries  on  the  bufinefs  of  a 
midwife  with  dexterity.  She  has 
Jive  children  by  her  hulband,  one 
Michael,  a  negro,  and  fhe  thinks 
-her  grand-children  have  grand¬ 
children  of  their  own.  Old  peo- 
j)le  feem  to  be  no  rarity  in  that 
.country,  as  there  are  feveral  ne¬ 
groes  upwards  of  an  hundred  years 
old,  and  one  woman  of  120,  who 
•retains  her  memory  perfectly,  and 
declares  that  the  old  woman  in 
queftion  was  arrived  at  woman’s 
eilate  when  .ihe  jirft  had  the  ufe  of 
her  reafon. 

-In  the  courfe  of  this  month,  the 
price  of  corn  fell  almoft  one  half 
from  whac  it  was  only  four  years 
.ago.  The  following  is  an  accurate 
. Stale  of  the  prices  in  17751  and  in 
the  prefent  whiter  of  1779  aa^ 
1780. 


1775. 

• 

17 

Wheat  per  load 

0 

£•  7 

10 

0 

Barley  per  quarter 

1 

10 

0 

0 

Oats 

1 

a 

0 

15 

0 

Peafe 

a 

4 

.x 

5 

4 

Play  per  load 

4 

10 

a 

0 

0 
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In  the  weft  of  England  the  wool 
is  all  upon  hand.  In  Lincolnfhire, 
and  throughout  the  north,  it  has 
been  fo  for  fome  time.  This  arti¬ 
cle,  that  was  formerly  called  the 
ftaple-commodity  of  England,  will 
now  fetch  no  price. 

Died,  Dec.  16 .  of  a  lingering 
illnefs,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age, 
Thomas  Elope,  .Efq;  well  known 
in  the  trading  world,  as  one  of  the 
hr  ft  charadters  that  this  or  perhaps 
any  other  age  ever  produced.  Ele 
W2S  originally  defcended  from  the 
elder  branch  of  the  family  of  Hope 
in  Scotland  ;  and,  endowed  with 
great  natural  abilities,  he  with  un¬ 
remitting  application  raffed  the 
credit  and  affiuence  of  the  houfe  at 
Am  Her  dam,  which  continues  to 
bear  his  name,  to  fuch  a  height, 
as  perhaps  no  other  houfe  of  trade 
in  any  country  ever  arrived.  Nor 
were  his  thoughts  in  bufinefs  con¬ 
fined  to  that  objedt  only,  having 
for  many  years  prefided  as  repre- 
fentative  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
fir  ft  in  the  Weft  India,  and  after¬ 
wards  in  the  Dutch  Eaft  India 
Companies  ;  where,  particularly 
in  the  latter,  he  eftablifhed  fuch 
wife  laws  and  regulations  in  their 
trade,  as  muft  make  his  memory 
relpecled  and  adored  as  long  ass 
thofe  companies  fhall  exift.  And 
it  will  be  remembered  by  the  iateft: 
pofterity,  that  a  merchant  could 
at  once  prefcribe  laws  to  fovereigns 
in  the  Eaft,  and,  by  his  moneyed 
powers,  greatly  fway  the  fcale  of 
empire  in  Europe.  He  was  juft 
in  all  his  dealings.;  and  friendly, 
where  he  had  once  placed  his  con¬ 
fidence,  to  a  degree  that  by  many 
might  be  thought  to  exceed  the 
bounds  of  prudence  in  trade. 

At  Wapping,  Mr.  Thomas  Dil- 
worth,  well  known  for  his  many 
ufeful  publications, 
t-V]  3  ■  .  A  t 
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At  Stepney,  Mrs.  Armftrong, 
aged  no. 


F  E  B  R  U  A  R  Y., 

,  The  inhabitants  of  Well- 
r  *  minfter,  to  the  number  of 
4000,  met  in  Weftminfter-hall, 
purfuant  to  public  advertifement, 
to  agree  on  a  petition  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  to  controul  the  fhameful 
wake  of  public  money,  &c. 

The  Hon.  Charles  Fox  being 
called  to  the  chair,  Mr.  Sawbridge 
reprefented  the  neceffity  there  was 
for  the  prefenting  a  petition  fimi- 
lar  to  that  of  York.  He  then  read 
the  petition,  which  was  next  read 
by  the  chairman,  and  carried  un- 
animoufly. 

A  motion  was  then  made,  that 
a  committee  fhould  be  appointed 
to  correfpond  with  the  other  com¬ 
mittees  through  the  kingdom  ;  and 
the  Duke  of  Portland,  the  Earls 
Egremont  and  Temple,  the  Lords 
John  and  George  Cavendifh,  the 
Hon.  Thomas Townfhend,  MelTrs, 
Sawbridge  and  Wilkes,  and  about 
ninety  other  noblemen  and  gentle¬ 
men,  were  appointed  of  the  ccm- 
pittee. 

After  which,  Mr.  Fox  was  pro- 
pofed  as  a  candidate  to  reprefent 
:  the  city  of  Weftminfter  at  the  next 
general  election,  and  was  received 
with  the  loudefl  acclamations. 

1  There  is  now  in  the  pof- 
^  ’  feffion  of  Mr.  Eenj.  Penny, 

near  Tenbury  in  Gloucefterfhire, 
a  bull-calf,  about  three  weeks  old, 
with  two  heads,  four  ears,  and 
two  tongues,  quite  perfect.  It 
eats  with  both  mouths,  and  is 
likely  to  live.  This  monfter  has 
be?n  ihe\vn  to  t|ie  public  in  the 


metropolis  and  was  alive  at  the 
end  of  the  prefen i  year. 

Lail  Sunday  between  four 
and  five  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  one  Garret  of  Sutton,  near 
Retworth,  in  SufTex,  fhot  his  wife 
dead  on  the  fpot  as  the  was  fitting 
before  the  fire.  The  more  effec¬ 
tually  to  execute  his  diabolical  in¬ 
tention,  he  loaded  the  piece  with 
two  balls,  and  in  the  prefence 
of  his  wife;  who,  remarking  the 
Angularity  of  his  loading,  and 
afking  him  what  he  was  going  to 
fhoot  with  bullets  ?  received  for 
anfwcr,  fmall  birds.  But  (he  foon 
found  herfelf  the  devoted  objefl ; 
the  fatal  piece  was  levelled,  and 
ere  fhe  could  re  mo  nitrate,  the  balls 
had  patTed  through  her  body,  and 
killed  her  on  the  fpot, 

A  court  of  common-  , 

council  was  held  at  Guild-  10 
half,  when,  after  a  deal  of  alter-r 
cation,  the  vacancies  in  the  fe- 
vcral  committees  were  filled  up 
agreeable  to  the  lift  of  the  previous 
meeting. 

The  bulinefs  for  which  this 
court  was  called  was  next  proceed¬ 
ed  on,  viz.  To  take  into  confidera,- 
tion  the  expenditure  of  public 
monies,  and  other  grievances. 
Upon  which,  a  motion  was  made 
and  fecondedf  that  a  petition  be 
prefented  to  the  honourable  tpe 
Houfe  of  Commons  from  that 
court;  which,  after  fome  debates, 
was  put,  and  carried  unani- 
moufly. 

A  committee  of  eight  aldermen 
and  fixfeen  commoners  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  draw  up  the  petition, 
which  was  agreed  upon.  This 
committee  was  defired  to  corre- 
refpond  with  the  committees  of  the 
feveral  counties,, 


/ 


Teller- 
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^  Yefterday  morning,  pur- 
‘  1  fuant  to  an  order  of  the 
King’s  Bench,  on  Saturday  laft, 
Mcff.  Stratton,  Brooke,  Floyer  and 
iViackay,  were  brought  up  to  the 
bar  of  that  court,  to  receive  fien- 
tence,  having  been  found  guilty 
of  removing  Lord  Pigot  from  the 
prefidency  of  Madras,  and  im- 
prifoning  him  tor  nine  months, 
which  was  laid  to  be  the  caufe  of 
his  death. 

Mr-,  juftlce  Alhurft  being  the 
judge  appointed  to  pafs  fentence, 
before  he  pronounced  it,  went 
through  the  heads  of  the  evidence, 
both  for  the  profecution  and  the 
defence. 

He  made  feveral  remarks  as  he 
went  through  it,  in  which  he  ob- 
ferved,  that  if  Fort  St.  George 
had  belonged  to  the  crown,  the 
depriving  Lord  Pigot  of  the  prefi¬ 
dency  would  have  been  high  trea- 
fon  ;  but,  as  it  was  under  the  Eail- 
India  company,  it  was  only  a  mif- 
demeanor.  Fie  took  notice  that 
the  defendants  had  imprifoned 
Lord  Pigot  for  difmiffmg  feveral 
members  from  the  council,  yet  they 
themfelves  had  done  the  like  in 
three  inftances;  but  he  could  fay, 
that,  while  they  held  the  reins  of 
government,  every  thing  fucceed- 
ed,  both  in  trade  and  in  the  army  ; 
•3 n d  that  the  prefidency  of  Bengal, 
to  whom  the  whole  of  the  bufinefs 
was  referred,  gave  an  opinion  in 
their  favour.  He  then  proceeded 
to  the  fentence,  as  follows : 

**  Meff.  Stratton,  Brooke,  Floyer, 
Mackay, 

“  Gentlemen, 

gt  You  are  now  called  upon  to 
receive  fentence  for  an  offence 
which  you  have  committed,  and 
been  found  guilty  of;  but,  as 
-there  is  no  diliinClion  in  your 


cafes,  but  are  guilty  alike,  you 
are  fentenced,  each  of  you,  to 
pay  a  fine  to  his  majefly  of  ioool. 
and  to  be  imprifoned  until  that 
fum  is  paid.”  The  fines  being 
immediately  paid  in  the  court, 
they  were  of  courfe  difcharged. 

A  caufe  was  tried  before  , 
Judge  Nares  at  Guildhall,  1  ^ " 
between  Mr.  Robert  Tayler  and 
the  owners  of  one  of  the  Colchefter 
ftages.  The  action  was  brought 
for  the  recovery  of  damages  for  the 
injury  which  Mr.  Tayler  fuffered 
from  the  coachman’s  driving  agair.lt 
his  horfe  near  Stratford,  by  which 
the  horfe  wrns  thrown  down,  and 
Mr.  Tayler’s  legs  run  over  by  the 
hind  wheel  of  the  coach.  The 
learned  judge  in  fumming  up  the 
evidence  informed  the  jury,  that 
the  law  was  clear  in  making  the 
owners  of  flage  coaches  account- 
able  for  the  mifconduct  of  their 
coachmen,  and  told  them  to  find  a 
verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  if  it  ap¬ 
peared  from  the  evidence  that  the 
coach  was  not  on  the  left  fide  of 
the  road,  for  that  if  fo,  the  accident 
had  happened  in  conffquence  of 
that  milcondudt.  The  jury  re¬ 
tired  for  about  ten  minutes,  and 
brought  in  a  verdidt  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  with  150L  damages. 

Flis  majelty  has  been 
pleafed  to  grant  a  free  par-  * 

don  to  Richard  Mealing;,  convidl- 

o  7 

ed  in  September  feilion  of  felo- 
nioufiy  receiving  goods,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  James  Pentecrofs,  knowing 
the  fame  to  be  llolen. 

His  majefly  alfo  hath  been  pleaf¬ 
ed  to  grant  a  free  pardon  to  John 
Field,  convidted  the  fame  fefiion  of 
coining  (hillings  and  fixpences. 

On  Monday  was  tried  , 
in  the  court  of  King’s  2-) 
Bench,  before  the  Earl  of  Mans- 
[Ar]  4  field. 
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field,  at  Weftminfter-hall,  an  in- 
didtment  found  by  the  grand  jury 
of  Weftminfter,  again  ft  a  Middle- 
fex  juftice,  for  commitment  of  a 
freeman  of  London,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  feliowfhip  of  ticket  por¬ 
ters,  to  the  Savoy,  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  imprefs  adl,  thereby 
declaring  him  to  be  an  idle  and 
disorderly  perfon,  whereas  in  truth 
and  in  fad  the  prcfecutor  was  an 
induftrious  fober  man,  of  extraor¬ 
dinary  good  reputation.  The 
profecution  was  conduded  by  the 
diredion  of  the  court  of  aldermen, 
to  proted  the  rights  of  the  fellow- 
Ihip,  they  being  all  freemen,  and 
governed  by  an  alderman.  The 
indidment  was  laid  alfo  againft 
two  conftables,  for  the  original 
affault,  prior  to  the  examination 
before  the  juftice  ;  but  the  noble 
lord  who  prefidedi  on  the  bench 
gave  a  dired  intimation  to  the 
jury,  that  they  in  point  of  law 
were  juftifjable  ;  and  they  were 
without  hefitation  acquitted.  The 
point  refted  folely  as  to  the  crimi¬ 
nality  of  the  juftice,  and  whether 
he  was  any  ways  liable  to  be  called 
upon  for  the  injury  done  to  the 
profecutor,  who  had  been  hand¬ 
cuffed,  and  led  like  a  thief  thro* 
the  ftreets ;  and  befides,  had  fuf- 
fered  in  the  Savoy  a  miferable 
confinement,  and  even  debarred 
the  vifjts  of  his  friends ;  fo  that 
by  mere  accident  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  was  obtained  by  the  city 
to  difcharge  him  qut  of  a  loath- 
fome  room.  The  counfel  fcr  the 
juftice  relied  upon  the  ad  of  par¬ 
liament  as  a  fufticient  anfwer  to 
the  charge,  faying,  that  the  juftice 
exercifed  his  difcretion,  and  was 
not  to  be  confined  within  any  par¬ 
ticular  line  of  condud;  if  it'could 
be  proved  he  had  wantonly  abided 
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his  power,  they  allowed  the  cafe 
varied  materially.  Lord  Mansfield 
faid,  that  the  juftice  had  refufed 
to  hear  evidences,  whom  he  was 
not  empowered  to  exclude :  the 
juftice  was  not  to  refufe  the  exami¬ 
nation  pf  witneifes  offered  :  it  was 
his  duty  to  hear  and  judge  accord¬ 
ingly,  and  not  to  be  biaffed  by 
improper  motives  ;  but  as  to  that 
confideration,  it  was  for  the  jury 
to  determine.  The  juftice  was 
found  guilty,  and  is  to  receive 
fentence  next  terrru  Tfhe  trial 
lafted  till  four  o’clock. 

The  feffions  at  the  Old  ,  , 
Bailey,  which  began  on  the 
preceding  Wednefday,  ended,  when 
feven  convidls  received  fentence  of 
death :  William  Herbert  for  re¬ 
turning  from  tranfportation ;  Chri- 
ftopher  Burrows  and  John  Burden, 
for  robbing  Sarah  Gifford  in  the 
Green-park,  St.  james-s ;  Robert 
Andres  and  Richard  Palmer,  for 
robbing  the  houfe  of  Sir  Richard 
Lumm  ;  Chriftopher  Plumley,  for 
robbing  the  houfe  of  John  Abbot ; 
and  John  Pears,  convidled  in  Sep¬ 
tember  feffions  cf  hiring  a  horfe 
and  felling:  the  fame.  This  cafe 
had  been  referred  to  the  twelve 
judges,  who  were  of  opinion  the 
offence  was  capital. 

A  man  was  carried  be- 
fore  the  lord  mayor  for  de¬ 
frauding  a  woman  of  fame  bank 
ftqck.  It  appeared  on  the  exami¬ 
nation  that  he  pretended  to  be  a 
broker,  and  prevailed  on  the  wo¬ 
man  to.  give  him  half  a  guinea, 
and  to  fign  a  paper  empowering 
him  to  trail  fadt  forne  bufmefs  for  x 
her  at  the  bank,  her  hufband  be¬ 
ing  abroad.  The  woman  not  be¬ 
ing  able  to  read,  put  her  mark, 

and  when  fhe  went  to  the  bank  to 

* 

receive  her  next  dividend,  fhe 
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found  that  all  her  flock  was  fold 
and  transferred  to  another  perfon. 
The  impofition  being  committed 
in  the  outparts,  he  was  fent  there 
for  further  examination, 

,  During  the  night  the 
29  '  atmofphere  exhibited  the 

moft  extraordinary  appearance 
that  has  been  obferved  for  many 
years.  The  light  refembled  that 
of  a  great  fire,  and  the  whole 
elements  feemed  to  be  in  one  con*- 
tinued  flame.  At  intervals  flafhes 
of  fparkling  fire  fhot  from  the 
horizon  to  the  zenith,  and  feem- 
ingly  extinguifhed  in  a  point. 
The  fame  appearance  extended  to 
France  and  Germany,  and  pro¬ 
bably  over  all  Europe. 

Befides  the  Petition  agreed  to  at 
the  county  meeting  held  at  Yprk, 
as  mentioned  under  Dec.  30,  fimi- 
lar  meetings  and  petitions  have 
been  held  and  agreed  to  in  the 
counties  of  Middlefex,  Hampfhire, 
Chefhire,  Hertford,  Huntingdon, 
Surrey,  Suflex,  Dorfet,  Cumber¬ 
land,  Eflex,  Bedford,  Gloucefter, 
Somerfet,  and  Wilts  ;  as  alfo  by 
the  corporations  of  Nottingham 
and  Newcaftle-upon-Tyne. 

Died,  At  Combe,  jofeph 
Ekins,  a  labouring  man,  aged 
103,  who  never  knew  a  week’s 
illnefs  ;  and  for  the  laffc  40  years, 
fubfifled  entirely  on  bread,  milk, 
and  veo-etables. 

Francis  Walkern,  a  carpenter, 
aged  104,  who  till  within  a  few 
days  of  his  death  was  never  trou¬ 
bled  with  ficknefs,  or  any  diitem- 
per  whatever. 

r— - - — 

MARC  H. 

A  caufe  was  tried,  and 
learnedly  argued,  between 
the  oyfter- meters  of  London,  and 


the  proprietors  of  oyfler-beds  in 
the  county  of  Eflex;  the  oyfter- 
meters  claimed  a  fpecific  fum  for 
work  which  they  had  an  exduflve 
right  of  performing  by  cuftom  and 
immemorial  ufage.  On  the  part 
of  the  defendants  it  was  contend¬ 
ed,  that  the  right  infilled  on  was 
abolifhed  by  the  a£ts  of  the  10th 
and  nth  of  William  and  Mary, 
which  made  Billingfgate  a  free 
market,  and  fettled  the  fees. 
The  jujry,  which  was  fpecial,  after 
hearing  the  arguments  on  both 
tides,  gave  a  verdiCt  for  the  plain¬ 
tiffs,  which  eftablilhed  their  rights. 
The  Stamford  waggon 
took  fire  at  five  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  three  miles  beyond 
Hertford,  by  the  careleffnefs  of 
the  driver,  who  left  the  lantern 
in  the  bafket  with  a  candle,  which 
burnt  to  the  focket,  and  nothing 
efcaped  but  a  barrel  of  porter, 
and  the  bottom  and  one  wheel  of 
the  waggon.  The  paffengers  and 
waggoner  were  much  fcorched  in 
attempting  to  throw  off  the  load¬ 
ing,  which,  on  account  of  the 
approaching  fair,  was  of  confi- 
derable  value,  and  the  damage  is 
eftimated  at  above  ioool. 

This  morning  at  a  court  ^  ^ 
of  common-council  held  at 
Guildhall,  a  motion  was  made  by 
Mr.  Deputy  Leaky,  That  the 
thanks  of  this  court  be  voted  to 
Sir  George  Bridges  Rodney,  for 
his  late  very  gallant  aCtion  againfl 
the  Spaniards  ;  and  alfo  that  the 
freedom  of  this  city  be  prelented 
to  him  in  a  gold  box  of  100I. 
value,  which  were  both  agreed  to. 

T wo  young  women  were 
taken  out  of  the  New  River 
locked  arm  in  arm,  with  their 
legs  tied  together,  and  both 
drowned.  It  has  fince  appeared 
they  were  tambour  workers,  had 

contracted 
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contrafted  a  perfect  friendlhip  for 
each  other  from  children,  and 
had  lived  happily  together  for 
fome  time,  till  religious  melan- 
c'bmy,  as  one  of  their  friends  told 
the  coroner’s  jury,  had  hurt  their 
minds. 

k  His  Majefly  has  been 
l/  l*  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fettle 
a  penfion  of  four  hundred  pounds 
a-year  on  Lady  Blackflone,  widow 
of  the  late  Sir  William  Black- 
Aone. 

»  ,  This  morning,  about  five 
Ll”  o’clock,  a  lire  broke  out  at 
the  houfe  of  the  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland,  at  Charing-Crofs. 
ft  began  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
fecond  dory,  fronting  the  flreet, 
in  a  room  where  the  fervants  kept 
their  liveries,  and  other  clothes  ; 
two  fervants  lay  in  the  next  room, 
who  were  roufed  by  the  fire, 
which  broke  in  upon  them,  but 
they  luckily  made  their  efcape, 
though  with  the  lofs  of  all  they 

O  # 

had.  From  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  when  it  was  fir  ft  per¬ 
ceived,  the  fire  raged  furioufly 
till  eight,  when  the  flames  were 
pretty  well  got  under,  but  by  that 
time  had  burnt  from  the  eaft  end 
to  the  weft,  there  being  no  party 
wall  in  the  whole  range  of  build¬ 
ing.  The  roof  is  deflroyed,  as 
are  alfo  the  firft  and  fecond  floors, 
at  the  former  of  which  it  flopped, 
the  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  be- 

O 

ing  moil  of  them  arched  with 
brick.  The  rooms  in  front,  which 
have  been  deflroyed,  were  all  of 
them  allotted  to  the  life  of  the 
principal  officers  of  his  Grace’s 
houfchold  ;  fuch  as  the  fecretary, 
mailer  of  horfe,  &c.  Kow  it  hap¬ 
pened  is  net  yet  known  ;  his 
Grace  got  out  of  bed  when  the 
alarm  was  given,  and  was  prefen t 


during  the  whole  time  cf  its 
raging. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  a  ^ 
linen-draper’s,  oppofite  the  ^  lL' 
Pantheon,  in  Oxford-ftreet,  which 
confumed  the  fame,  and  damaged 
another  houfe.  And  at  night  a 
fire  broke  out  at  a  tin  and  oil  Ihop, 
in  Princes  -  itrfeet,  Oxford  -  flreet, 
oppofite  Swallow  -  flreet,  which 
burnt  the  houfe  and  furniture, 
and  deflroyed  the  flock  in  trade, 
before  it  was  extinguifhed.  A 
man  who  lodged  in  the  houfe, 
and  who  had  a  wife  and  three 
children,  came  through  the  flames 
with  a  child  under  each  arm,  and 
returned  to  fave  the  third,  when 
the  Aaircafe  floor  fell  in  with  him, 
and  thev  were  burnt ;  a  woman 
jumped  out  of  the  garret  window 
naked,  and  fell  upon  the  lamp- 
iron,  and  was  fo  terribly  bruifed, 
that  Ihe  died  next  morning  in  the 
Middlefex  Hofpital. 

Mr.  Fullarton,  member  , 
for  Plympton,  and  late  fe-  20 
cretary  to  Lord  Stormont  in  his 
embafly  to  the  court  of  France, 
complained  to  the  Houfe  of  the 
ungeiitleman-like  behaviour  of  the 
Earl  of  Shelburne,  who,  he  faid, 
with  all  the  ariftocraticftnfolence 
that  marks  that  nobleman  s  cha- 
r after,  had  in  effeft  dared  to  fay, 
that  he  and  his  regiment  were  as 
ready  to  aft  againfl  the  liberties 
of  England,  as  againfl  her  ene¬ 
mies. — This  occafioned  fome  aL 
tercation  between  thofe  who  were 
the  friends  of  each  party;  but  ber- 
ing  generally  thought  unparlia¬ 
mentary,  it  went  at  that  time  no 
farther. 

The  following  afts  re-  n 
ceived  the  royal  aflent  by  21  f 
commiflion  : 

Aft  for  raifmg  a  certain  fum 

of 
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c f  money  by  annuities,  and  eflab- 
liihing  a  lottery. 

.Ad;  for  puniibing  mutiny  and 
defertion,  and  for  better  payment 
of  the  army. 

Ad  for  regulating  his  majedy’s 
marine  forces. 

Ad  for  better  fupplying  his 
majefty’s  navy  with  mariners,  &c. 

Ad  for  repealing  an  ad  which 
prohibits  the  carrying  the  gold 
coin,  &c.  &c.  to  Ireland. 

Ad  for  paying  and  cloathing 
the  militia. 

Ad  for  fecurino;  the  lawful  trade 
to  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  to  prevent 
Britifh  fubjeds  from  trading  under 
foreign  commiffions,  and  for  other 
regulations  of  trade. 

Ad  to  regulate  county  eledions. 

Ad  for  continuing  the  duties 
on  ales.  &c.  brewed  for  fale  in 
the  town  of  Kelfo,  in  Scotland. 

And  to  feveral  road,  inclofure, 
and  other  bills.  In  all  42. 

This  morning,  in  confe- 
quence  cf  the  altercation 
above  alluded  to,  a  duel  was 
fought  between  the  Earl  cf  Shel¬ 
burne  and  Mr.  Fuljarton,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  authentic 
narrative. 

Lord  Shelburne,  with  Lord 
Frederick  Cavendiih  for  his  fe- 
cond,  and  Mr.  Fullerton,  with 
Lord  Balcarras  for  his  fecond, 
met  at  half  paft  five,  in  Hyde- 
Park,  March  22,  1780.  Lord 
Balcarras  and  Lord  Frederick  Ca- 
vendilh  propofed  both  parties 
fhould  obey  the  feconds.  Lord 
Shelburne  and  Col.  Fullerton 
walked  together,  while  Lord  Bal¬ 
carras  and  Lord  Frederick  Caven- 
difh  adjufted  all  ceremonials,  and 
fixed  on  piflols  as  the  proper  wea¬ 
pons.  When  they  came  to  the 
ground,  Lord  Shelburne  told  them, 
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that  his  piflols  were  already  load¬ 
ed,  and  offered  to  draw  them, 
which  was  rejected  by  Lord  Bal¬ 
carras  and  Col.  Fullerton  ;  upon 
which  Lord  Balcarras  loaded  Col. 
Fullerton’s  piilols.  The  feconds 
having  agreed  that  twelve  paces 
was  a  proper  diflance,  the  parties 
took  their  ground  ;  Col.  Fullerton 
defired  Lord  Shelburne  to  fire, 
which  his  lordfhip  declined,  and 
Col.  Fullerton  was  ordered  by  the 
feconds  to  fire.  He  fired,  and 
miffed.  Lord  Shelburne  returned 
it,  and  milled.  Mr.  Fullerton 
then  fired  his  fecond  piilol,  and 
hit  Lord  Shelburne  in  the  right 
groin,  which  his  lordfhip  fignified  ; 
upon  wh^ch  every  body  ran  up  ; 
the  feconds  interpofed.  Lord 
Frederick  Cavendiih  offered  to 
take  the  piilol  from  Lord  Shel¬ 
burne  ;  but  his  lordfhip  refuled  to 
deliver  it  up,  faying,  f  I  have 
not  fired  that  piilol.’  Mr.  Ful¬ 
lerton  returned  immediately  to  his 
ground,  which  he  had  left  with  a 
view  of  affifling  his  lordfhip,  and 
repeatedly  deiired  his  lordfhip  to 
fire  at  him.  Lord  Shelburne  faid, 

‘  Sure,  Sir,  you  don’t  think  I 
would  fire  my  piilol  at  you,’  and 
fired  it  in  the  air.  The  parties 
and  their  feconds  got  together. 
Lord  Balcarras  afked  Lord  Shel¬ 
burne  if  he  had  any  difficulty  in  de¬ 
claring  he  meant  nothing  perfonai 
to  Col.  Fullerton.  His  lordfhip 
replied,  ‘  You  know  it  has  taken 
another  courfe ;  this  is  no  time 
for  explanation.’  His  lordfhip 
then  faid  to  Col.  Fullerton,  f  Air 
though  I  am  wounded,  I  am  able 
to  go  on,  if  you  feel  any  re  fen  t- 
ment.’  Col.  Fullerton  faid,  he 
hoped  he  was  incapable  of  har¬ 
bouring  fuch  a  fentiinent.  Lord 
.  Frederick  Cavendiih  declared,  that 

from 
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from  the  chara&er  he  had  heard 
of  Col.  Fullerton,  he  believed  fo. 
Col.  Fullerton  faid,  c  As  your 
lordfhip  is  wounded,  and  has  fired 
in  the  air,  it  is  impoffible  for  me 
to  go  on.’  Lord  Balcarras  and 
Lord  Frederick  Cavendilh  imme¬ 
diately  declared  that  the  parties 
had  ended  the  affair  by  behaving 
as  men  of  the  ftridteft  honour. 

On  hearing  of  the  above  affair, 
the  following  meffage  was  fen$ 
from  the  city : 

Guildhall ,  London ,  March 
c  The  committee  of  common 
council  for  correfponding  with  the 
committees  appointed,  or  to  be 
appointed,  by  the  feveral  counties, 
cities,  and  boroughs  in  this  king¬ 
dom,  anxious  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  valuable  life  of  fo  true  a 
friend  of  the  people,  and  defender 
of  the  liberties  of  Englishmen,  as 
the  Earl  of  Shelburne,  refpedtfully 
enquire  after  his  lordihip’s  fafety, 
highly  endangered  in  confequence 
of  his  upright  and  fpirited  condud 
in  Parliament. 

By  order  of  the  committee, 
Earl  of  Shelburne.  Wm.  RixA 
,  This  morning  a  feffion  of 
29  oyer,  terminer  and  gaol 
delivery  for  offences  committed  on 
the  high  feas,  was  held  at  the 
feffions-houfe  in  the  Old-Bailey, 
before,  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lord  Chief 
J uftice  of  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench,  and  Sir  James  Marriot, 
Knt.  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty,  when  John  Williams, 
officer  of  marines,  and  James 
Stoneham,  boatfwain’s  mate,  of 
the  Eagle  privateer,  were  put  to 
the  bar.  John  Smith,  firft  lieu¬ 
tenant  of  the  faid  fhip,  depofed, 
that  they  failed  from  Briftol  on  a 
cruize,  in  December  laii ,  that. 


being  in  the  captain’s  cabin* 
drinking  a  bottle  of  wine,  on 
Chrifimas  -  day,  they  heard  3 
mulket  fired  upon  deck ;  that 
they  fent  a  boy  to  enquire  the. 
caufe,  who  returned  with  an  un- 
fatisfadory  anfwer ;  that  in  a  few 
minutes  they  heard  the  report  of 
a  fecond  mufeet,  which  alarmed 
them  very  much,  and  they  ran 
upon  deck  all  together  to  fee  what 
was  the  matter ;  that  they  found 
the  whole  crew  muffered  upon 
deck,  and  that  they  had  broke 
open  the  c  he  its,  and  fuppiied 
themfelves  with  arms ;  that  upon 
the  captain  going  up  to  them? 
Williams,  one  of  the  prifoners, 
advanced  with  a  bltmderbufs,  and 
fwore,  that  if  he  ventured  a  ftep 
further  than  the  line  he  had  drawn 
acrofs  the  deck,  he  would  blow 
his  brains  out ;  that  the  captain 
initantly  knocked  Williams  down, 
upon  which  the  rell  of  the  crew 
feeing  their  leader  fall,  and  think¬ 
ing  he  had  been  killed,  returned 
to  their  quarters  ;  and  that  Wil¬ 
liams  and  Stoneham,  the  prifoners 
at  the  bar,  were  inftantly  fecured, 
as  being  fuppofed  to  be  the  ring¬ 
leaders  of  the  mutiny  ;  that  the 
next  day  they  fell  in  with  the 
Brilliant  frigate  of  war,  and  that 
they  put  twelve  more  of  the  rioters 
on  board  that  ffiip  to  ferve  his 
Majefiyy  after  which  they  returned 
without  any  further  moleftation* 
peaceably  into  Falmouth. 

Peter  Reddifh  was  then  called, 
whofe  evidence  correfponded  ex¬ 
actly  with  Smith’s ;  the  captain 
was  called  three  times,  but  did 
not  think  proper  to  make  his  ap¬ 
pearance. 

The  prifoners  in  their  defence 
called  three  evidences,  the  perfons 
who  a&ed  as  linguift,  furgeon, 

and 
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and  furgeon’s  mate,  who  made  it 
appear  that  the  mutiny  in  the  fhip 
did  not  arife  from  fa&ious  or  dif- 
honefc  motives  in  the  prifoners, 
but  from  an  honeft  detedation  of 
the  bad  conduit  of  the  captain, 
who  it  appeared  had  faiied  with  a 
privateering  commiffion  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  and  had 
robbed  every  veffel  of  whatfoever 
nation  that  he  met  with  of  infe¬ 
rior  force ;  they  each  gave  an 
affecting  narrative  of  the  plunder 
of  a  Dutchman,  whom  they  board¬ 
ed  under  American  colours,  and 
{tripped  of  all  the  poor  man,  who 
was  foie  owner  of  the  veffel,  had 
an  the  world,-  though  he  was  in  a 
neutral  bottom,  and  in  a  fair  way 
of  trade;  the  poor  Dutchman 
wept  over  his  misfortunes,  but 
did  not  know  that  thefe  barbarians 
were  Englishmen.  They  likevvife 
gave  an  account  of  the  plunder  of 
a  Danidi  fhip  and  Portuguefe  vef¬ 
fel  in  the  fame  manner,  and  that 
the  method  they  ufed  on  thefe 
occadons,  was  to  throw  a  tarpaulin 
over  the  head  of  the  (hip*  which 
bore  the  figure  of  an  eagle,  and 
to  call  themfelves  {  the  Black 
Prince  American  privateer,*  Cap¬ 
tain  Mackenzie,  commander,  and 
thefe  witneiTes  feparately  declared, 
that  the  prifoners  had  often  told 
them  they  would  rather  be  killed 
than  join  the  captain  in  thefe  ini¬ 
quitous  proceedings ;  feveral  other 
very  refpe£lable  perfons  appeared 
to  the  characters  of  the  prifoners, 
but  Lord  Mansfield  refufed  to  ad¬ 
mit  them,  declaring  that  the  pre- 
fent  trial  did  not  at  aU  depend  on 
character,  and  his  lordfhip  then 
fummed  up  the  evidence  in  his 
ufual  way;  and  the  Jury,  after 
retiring  a  few  minutes,  found  the 


prifoners  guilty ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  earneftly  recommended  them 
to  the  King’s  mercy. 

A  few  days  ago,  as  the  ^ 
London  waggon  of  Mr.  ^ 1  ' 
Truman  of  Derby,  was  travelling 
between  Bigglefwade  and  Buck- 
den,  on  the  north  road,  the  can¬ 
dle  in  the  lantern  unfortunately 
caught  the  tilt  of  the  machine, 
and  the  dre  got  to  an  alarming 
height  before  it  was  perceived  by 
the  driver,  who  had  but  jufl  time 
to  difengage  the  horfes,  before  a 
calk  of  fpirituous  liquors  blew  up, 
and  made  a  dreadful  explofion. 
The  lofs  fuflained  is  computed  at 
about  aoool. 

Canterbury ,  March  29.  Monday 
lad  Mr.  Tankard,  a  cudom-houfe 
officer,  with  nine  or  ten  affidants, 
came  up  with  a  gang  of  fmugglers, 
at  King’s-down  Court-lodge,  near 
Dartford,  as  they  were  watering 
their  horfes,  and  took  28  out  of 
30  horfes,  laden  with  tea,  filk, 
and  lace.  —  One  of  the  mailer 
fmugglers  was  taken,  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  the  horfes  wounded. 

Died,  At  Lincoln,  James 
Pigot,  Efq.  aged  96. 

Robert  Macbride,  a  dfherman, 
in  the  Ifland  of  Henies,  aged 
130  years,  and  fome  months. 

At  his  feat  near  Derby,  Samuel 
Pickering,  Efq.  aged  104. 

At  R-adwinter  in  Effex,  John 
Fox,  Efq.  aged  97. 

In  Kent-ftreet,  Southwark,  Ma¬ 
ry  Ann  Ryan,  aged  upwards  of 
107. 

Jofeph  Highmore,  Efq.  aged  88, 
formerly  an  eminent  painter. 

Dr.  Ifaac  Schomberg,  a  very 
eminent  and  learned  phyfician. 

APRIL 
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APRIL. 

1  At  the  grand  quarter- 
^  *  feffions  of  the  peace,  held 
at  Guildhall,  a  new  regulation 
was  efiablifhed,  by  which  every 
publican  within  the  jurifdiclion  of 
the  city  is  obliged  to  appear  in 
perfon  to  renew  their  licences,  and 
to  enter  into  recognizances  for  the 
good  order  and  proper  conduct  of 
their  refpe&ive  houfes* 

Laid  week,  at  the  aflizes  at  King- 
fton,  in  Surrey,  the  trials  on  the 
crown  fide  came  on  before  the 
Hon.  Mr.  Juilice  Gould  and  a 
fpecial  jury,  when  Mr.  Donovan 
(who  voluntarily  furrendered)  was 
tried  for  having  killed  in  a  duel, 
in  November  lafi,  Capt.  James 
Hanlon.  It  appeared  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  refpe&able  witneiTes,  that 
the  deceafed  was  entirely  in  fault, 
and  had  forced  Mr.  Donovan  to 
meet  him  in  a  field  near  the  Dog 
and  Duck;  it  alfo  appeared,  that 
the  only  ground  of  quarrel  be¬ 
tween  the  pnfoner  and  the  de¬ 
ceafed  was,  that  Mr.  Donovan 
interfered  between  Capt.  Hanlon 
and  another  perfon,  and  prevented 
their  fighting,  on  which  Kanfon. 
gave  him  very  abufive  language, 
and  infilled  “  that  he  would  make 
him  fijneli  powder.”  The  deceafed 
was  wounded  by  a  piftol  bullet  in 
the  belly,  and  lived  about  24 
hours  after.  He  declared  to  two 
eminent  furgeons  who  attended 
him,  and  to  leveral  other  perfons, 
that  Mr.  Donovan  behaved  during 
the  action,  and  after  it,  with  the 
great  eft  honour,  tendernefs,  and 
concern  5  and  he  particularly  de- 
fired  that  no  profecution  fnould 
be  carried  on  againft  him,  as  he 
himfelf  was  folely  in  fault,  by  an 
unprovoked  ralhnefs  of  temper  and 


heat  of  pailion.  The  learned  judg® 
gave  an  excellent  charge  to  the 
jury,  and  faid,  though  he  al¬ 
lowed  that  all  the  circum fiances 
were  as  favourable  to  the  prifoner 
as  in  fuch  a  cafe  could  be,  yet  as 
the  idea  of  honour  was  fo  often 
mentioned,  he  mufi  fay  and  in¬ 
form  the  jury,  and  the  auditors, 
that  it  was  falfe  honour  in  men  to 
break  the  laws  of  God  and  of  their 
country  ;  that  going  out  to  fight  a 
duel  was  in  both  parties  a  delibe¬ 
rate  refolution  to  commit  murder, 
and  there  could  be  no  honour  in 
fo  favage  a  cuftom,  which,  how¬ 
ever  difguifed  in  words,  is  con¬ 
trary  to  the  principles  and  hap- 
pinels  of  fociety,  and  ought  to  be 
reprobated  in  every  well-regulated 
community.”  The  jury,  without 
going  out  of  court,  acquitted  Mr, 
Donovan  of  the  murder,  and 
found  him  guilty  of  man-daughter 
on  the  coroner’s  inquefi.  The 
judge  fined  him  iol.  to  the  King, 
which  being  paid  in  court,  he  was 
immediately  difcharved. 

The  fed] on s  ended  at  ■  . 
the  Old-Bailey,  when  fen-  ^  1  * 
tence  of  death  was  palled  on  the 
following  convidts,  viz.  John  Spar¬ 
row,  for  aftaulting  John  Turner 
Harris,  on  Conftitution-hill,  in 
the  Green- Park,  and  robbing  him 
of  a  diver  watch,  and  3s.  in  mo¬ 
ney  ;  Thomas  Williams,  alias 
Cnai les  Oslloway,  lor  uiiaultmg" 
Capt.  jofcph  Richards  cn  the’ 
highway,  near  Stepney-Caufeway, 
and  robbing  him  of  a  gold  watch 
and  foime  money  ;  Francis  Thomp- 
fon  and  James  Early,  for  robbing 
Jofieph  White  in  Stepney,  fields, 
of  one  guinea,  7s.  and  dome  half¬ 
pence  ;  Sufannah  Flood,  for  deal¬ 
ing  three  guineas  and  about  14s, 
the  property  of  George  Naih,  in 

his 
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Ills  dwelling  -  houfe,  in  Wych- 
ftreet  ;  John  Carr,  for  robbing 
George  Worthy,  near  Kenfington 
Gravel-Pits,  of  fome  money,  and 
a  cane  mounted  with  filver ;  and 
Andrew  Breeme  was  convicted  of 
letting  his  houfe  on  fire  in  Glan- 
ville-ftreet,  Rathbone- place.  For 
the  purpofe  of  determining  a  point 
of  law,  the  jury  found  a  fpecial 
verdict,  as  follows  :  that  the  pri- 
foner  wilfully  and  malicioufiy  fet 
on  fire  and  burnt  the  houfe  ;  that 
the  laid  houfe  was  on  leafe  to  the 
prifoner  for  the  term  of  three 
years  from  Mr.  Tuppin,  who  was 
po/Tefied  of  it  for  a  term  of  99 
years  under  Mr.  Bolton.  The 
twelve  iudg-es  will  have  to  de- 

J  O 

termine  whether,  under  thefe  cir- 
cumiiances,  the  prifoner  has  or 
not  committed  a  felony. 

One  Read,  a  coachman,  and 
one  Smith,  a  plaifterer,  Hood  in 
the  pillory,  St.  Margaret’s  Hill, 
for  unnatural  practices  ;  the  for¬ 
mer  of  whom  perilling  before  the 
time  expired,  owing  to  the  fe- 
verity  of  the  mob,  the  fame  was 
taken  notice  of  in  the  Houle  of 
Commons.  The  Attorney-Ge¬ 
neral  was  defired  to  profecute  the 
officer  whofe  bulinefs  it  was  to  fee 
the  lenience  of  the  law  executed, 
and  a  hint  thrown  out  for  a  new 
law  to  alter  the  mode  of  punifh- 
ment. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Society 
for  the  Encouragement  of  Agri¬ 
culture  in  theEali-Riding  of  York, 
honorary  premiums  were  adjudged 
to  Christopher  Sykes,  Rt.  Grim- 
llon,  and  Rd.  Carlille  Broadley, 
Efqrs.  for  planting  the  greateit 
number  of  larch-trees,  viz.  54,430 
by  the  firft  ;  25,500  by  the  fecond  ; 
and  13,700  by  the  third.  At  the 
fame  time  a  fervant  received  two 
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guineas  for  killing  the  greateli 
number  of  rats  in  one  year,  not 
being  a  rat-catcher  by  profelfion, 
viz.  482. 

This  day  the  queftion  to  f  ^ 
enquire  into  the  right  of 
the  corporation  to  become  Go¬ 
vernors  of  the  four  royal  hofpitals,- 
St.  Bartholomew’s,  Chrifl’s,  Bride¬ 
well  and  Bethlem,  and  St.  Tho¬ 
mas’s,  came  on  at  Lincoln’s-Inn 
Hall  before  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
as  vifitor  of  ail  the  royal  founda¬ 
tions.  The  counfel  for  the  city  of 
London  were,  the  Attorney- Ge- 
neral,  the  Recorder,  Mr.  Maddox, 
and  Mr.  Role  ;  for  the  petitioners 
(the  president  and  governors  by 
donation)  were,  Mr.  Mansfield, 
Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  Erlkine, 
The  former,  in  a  fpeech  of  an 
hour  and  a  half,  dated  the  objects 
of  the  petition  and  the  prayer, 
and  a  modern  bye-law  of  the  cor¬ 
poration  for  healing  hofpital  leaies- 
in  the  court  of  common-council  -y 
that  in  confequence  of  the  new 
refolution  leafes  brought  to  the 
court  of  aldermen,  agreeable  to 
former  ufage,  were  refufed  the 
leal  :  after  which,  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  intimated  that  a  matter  of 
this  importance  required  a  deal  of 
time,  and  propofed  a  further  day 
convenient  to  the  court  and  coun¬ 
fel  for  a  complete  inveitigation. 

Six  malefactors  were  ex-  , 

j  2 1  rj 

ecuted  at  Tyburn,  purfu- 
ant  to  their  fentences,  for  various 
crimes ;  John  Franque,  for  rob¬ 
bing  the  houfe  of  Jeremiah  Bent- 
ham,  Efq.  JohnCormach,  for  rob¬ 
bing  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Crucius  ; 
Robert  Hughes,  for  robbing  the 
houfe  of  Samuel  LmJfay,  Efq. 
Robert  Andres  and  Richard  Pal¬ 
mer,  for  robbing  the  houle  of 
Francis  Lumm,  Efq.  and  John 

Benfield 
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Benfield  and  William  Turley,  for 
counterfeiting  the  current  coin, 
r  This  day,  on  a  trial  at 
*  bar  in  the  Court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  the  will  of  the  late  Duke 
of  Kingfton,  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
fen  t  Countefs  dowager  of  Briftol, 
Was  eftablifhed. 

Same  day,  Mr.  Serjeant  Davy 
moved  the  Court  of  Common-Pleas 
for  a  rule  to  fhew  caufe  why  a  de¬ 
fendant  Ihould  not  be  difcharged 
upon  a  common  appearance  to  a 
writ  iffued  in  that  court  for  a  pre¬ 
tended  debt  of  70!.  The  cafe,  as 
laid  before  the  court,  was  lingular  * 
The  parties  were  hujband  and 
•wife ;  were  Roman  Catholics; 
were  married  according  to  the 
rules  of  that  church,  and  had 
lived  happy  together  for  eleven 
years,  when  the  wife  went  into 
Northumberland  with  three  fur- 
viving  children  out  of  feven,  upon 
an  allowance  of  20I.  a  year. 
"During  her  Hay  her  hufband  had 
written  to  her,  and  ihe  returned 
at  his  requell.  They  again  lived 
together  amicably,  till  the  hufband 
meeting  with  a  woman  of  fome 
fortune  who  feemed  to  favour  his 
addreffes,  he  courted  her  as  a 
fmgle  man.  This  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  •wife.  Hie  put  a 
Hop  to  the  match,  which  fo  ex- 
afperated  the  hufband,  that  he 
vowed  revenge  ;  caufed  her  to  be 
arrelled  in  her  maiden  name*,  and 
fwore  a  debt  againlt  her  of  70I. 
When  in  the  fpunging-houfe,  an 
attorney  offered  her  a  fum  of  mo¬ 
ney  to  iign  an  inlirument,  re¬ 
nouncing  all  claim  to  her  hufband, 
which  Ihe  abfolutely  refufcd  ; 
whereupon  fhe  was,  by  order  of 
the  attorney,  taken  to  Newgate. 
During  her  confinement,  the  offer 
.  was  made  a  fecund  time,  and  re- 


fufed  ;  the  attorney  endeavoured 
to  perfuade  her  to  a  compliance, 
by  telling  her*  that  a  particular 
friend  advifed  her  to  fettle  the 
difference  by  a  general  renun¬ 
ciation  of  the  title  of  a  wife.  But 
even  this  fubterfuge  had  not  the 
effedl ;  fhe  was  in  Newgate  12 
days,  and  the  fingular  cruelty  of 
the  affair  being  reprefented  to  a 
captain  with  whom  the  hufband 
lived,  he  generoully  diredted  an 
attorney  to  bail  the  adlion,  and 
apply  to  the  court  for  redrefs; 
Serjeant  Davy  having  commented 
upon  this  tranfaclion,  faid  he 
Ihould  fuper-add  a  claufe  to  the 
rule,  for  the  purpofe  of  punifhing 
the  attorney  for  proftituting  the 
procefs  of  the  court  to  fo  fhamefu! 
a  defign,  evidently  calculated  to 
impofe  upon  an  innocent  family; 
and  therefore  he  moved  alfo,  that 
the  parties  Ihould  anfwer. — The 
court  feemed  ftruck  at  the  relation, 
and  faid,  that  whether  it  was  in 
point  of  law  criminal  or  not,  the 
attorney  had  a  died  very  uncon- 
fcientioufly,  and  it  would  be  right 
to  call  upon  him,  and,  if  poffible; 
to  punilh  him  ;  they  therefore 
granted  the  rule  as  prayed  for. 

A  motion  was  made  in  , 
the  Court  of  King’s-Bench,  20  lo 
by  the  Solicitor- General,  for  an 
attachment  againft  the  Under- 
Sheriff*  of  Surrey,  for  negledl  of 
his  duty,  in  not  preventing  the 
death  of  the  man  who  Hood  in  the 
pillory  at  St.  MargaretVHilk 
Affidavits  were  read.  Hating  the 
fadt  of  the  man’s  death,  and  how 
it  happened,  but  no  charge  againft 
the  Under-Sheriff;  that  it  hap¬ 
pened  through  his  negledl;  Mr. 
Dunning  faid  he  was  inftrudled  to 
defend  the  Under- Sheriff  in  the 
lirft  inftance ;  and  faid,  that  fo 
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far  from  there  being  any  crimina¬ 
lity  in  the  under  fheriff,  he  was 
inftrufted  to  fay,  that  in  (lead  of 
the  ordinary  affiftance  of  conftables 
from  five  parifhes,  he  had  collected 
thofe  of  eleven  parifhes,  and  taken 
every  other  means  to  prevent  mif- 
c'nief.  The  court  were  for  refufmg 
the  application,  as  containing  no 
charge ;  but  at  lalt  granted  the 
rule  to  fhew  caufe,  to  give  the 
under  fberifF  an  opportunity  of 
having  his  character  perfectly, 
cleared. 

r  1  The  under  fheriff  of  Sur- 
*  rey  fhevved  caufe  in  the 
Court  of  King’s  Bench,  a  gain  ft 
the  rule  prayed  for  by  the  attorney 
general,  on  account  of  the  death 
of  the  man  on  the  pillory,  when 
he  made  it  appear  that  the  fa£t 
did  not  originate  from  any  neglect 
of  duty,  and  the  rule  was  dis¬ 
charged  . 

Mr.  Juftice  Wilmot,  profecuted 
to  conviction  by  the  city  of  Lon¬ 
don,  for  imprisoning  a  fellowfnip- 
porter  under  the  late  ad  for  im- 
preffing  men  for  his  majefty’s  fer- 
vice,  furrendered  himfelf  at  the 
bar  of  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
in  order  to  receive  fentence.  He 
was  fined  iool.  and  his  attorney 
undertaking  to  be  anfwerable  for 
that  fum,  he  was  immediately  dis¬ 
charged. 

o„,  Mr.  Dunning  moved  the 
2  1,1  ‘  Court  of  King’s  Bench  for 
a  rule,  to  fliew  caufe  why  an  in¬ 
formation  fhould  not  be  filed  againft 
the  Rev.  Henry  Bate,  for  an  infa¬ 
mous  libel  on  the  Duke  of  Rich¬ 
mond,  charging  him  with  high- 
treafon.  Mr.  Dunning  produced 
two  affidavits  in  fupport  of  his 
motion,  which  proved  the  Rev. 
Henry  Bate  to  be  the  editor,  and 
One  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Morn* 
Vol.  XXIII* 


ing-Poft  ;  -that  he  is,  and  has  beerl 
for  years  paft,  the  director  of  all 
matters  to  be  printed  in  the  fa  id 
paper,  and  that  he  revifes  the  fe- 
veral  proof  papers  before  they  are 
publifhed,  and  is  allowed  by  the 
reft  of  the  proprietors  a  weekly 
fum  for  fo  doing.  That  he  with 
his  own  hand  gave  the  queries  to 
the  printer  of  the  paper  on  the  23d 
or  24th  of  February,  and  toid 
him  ‘  there  is  the  copy  for  to-mor¬ 
row,’  or  Words  to  that  effed,  by 
which  the  printer  underflood  he 
was  to  print  it,  and  that  he  did 
print  it  accordingly  in  the  Morn¬ 
ing- Poft  on  February  the  25th 
inllant; 

The  court  granted  the  rule,  and 
expreffed  their  indignation  at  the 
heinoufnefs  of  the  offence,  at  the 
fame  time  pafling  high  encomiums 
on  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  and  af- 
ferring  their  firm  belief  of  the  falfe- 
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hood  of  the  charges. 

Some  of  the  mod  exceptionable 
queries,  are  the  following  : 

*  To  the  Duke  of  R - . 

f  Whether  a  man  who  at  all 
times  has  endeavoured  to  deceive 
his  country,  and  furnifh  an  avow¬ 
ed  enemy  with  intelligence  of  the 
firft  importance,  is  not  a  traitor  to 
his  country,  and  deferving  of  the 
moft  condign  punifhment? 

f  Whether,  if  the  minifter  had 
taken  your  advice,  you  did  not 
mean  to  give  the  intelligence  to 
your  bofom  friend  the  Duke 
d’Aiguillon  ? 

‘  Whether  you  did  not  furnifh 
the  Court  of  France  with  plans  of 
the  weakeft  and  moft  defencelefs 
parts  of  this  ifland,  moft  liable  to 
invafion,  and  moft  contiguous  ta 
their  own  coafts  and  harbours  V 

[O]  L!jl 


1 


2ic]  ANNUAL  REGISTER, 


Lift  of  the  Capital  Con<viBs  con¬ 
demned  during  Lent  Affixes. 

'.At  Northampton  three,  (two  of 
whom  were  for  murder) — one  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Reading  one— reprieved. 

At  Winchefter  ten,  one  for 
murder — five  reprieved. 

At  Salifbury  five — all  reprieved. 

At  Stafford  four — two  reprieved. 

At  Aylefbury  five,  one  for  mur¬ 
der — four  reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford  fix— —  two  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  York  three. 

At  Cambridge  two — one  for 

murder. 

At  Bedford  four - three  re¬ 

prieved. 

At  Maidftcne,  John  Knig-ht,  for 
afiifting  fome  fmugglers  in  ihoot- 
ing  two  dragoons  at  Whitftable, 
near  Canterbury,  the  26th  ult. 
was  found  guilty,  and  executed 
accordingly. 

At  Eaft  Grinfiead  (for  Suffex) 
one,  for  murder  of  his  wife,  and 
executed  accordingly. 

James  Burnet,  indi&ed  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  Thomas  Hewitt, 
gamekeeper  to  his  Grace  the  Duke 
of  Richmond,  at  Goodwood-park, 
in  December  laid,  was  found  guil¬ 
ty  of  manllaughter,  and  fentenced 
to  be  burnt  in  the  hand,  and  im~ 
prifoned  twelve  months  in  Horfham 
jail. 

At  Lincoln  two. 

Leghorn ,  April  6.  Letters  from 
Conitantinopie,  dated  March  . 3, 
mention  an  earthquake  at  Tauris, 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  Ader- 
bigan,  in  Perfia,  which  has  been 
more  fatal  than  that  which  happen¬ 
ed  in  1651.  If  we  are  to  credit 
thefs  fir'll  accounts,  this  town. 
Which  contained  15,000  houfes. 
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and  many  magazines  of  commerce, 
exhibits  nothing  but  a  parcel  of 
Alins.  Many  citizens,  they  add, 
are  deftroyed  by  this  difafter. 

Died,  at  St.  juft,  Cornwall, 
Mauri  ce  Bengham,  a  filherman, 
aged  1 16. 

At  Thatcham,  James  Walford, 
aged  104. 

At  York,  Thomas  Hume,  Efq; 
aged  1 1  3. 

In  Sr.  Martin’s  Workhoufe, 
Jane  Petit,  aged  1 13,. 

At  Margate,  Mrs.  Stokes,  aged 

100. 

At  Narrowfield,  Berios,  Tho. 
Carter,  aged  108. 

At  Market  Harborough,  Rev. 
Rich.  Parry,  D.  D.  well  known 
by  many  learned  publications. 

At  Knightfbridge,  John  Nourfe, 
Efq;  many  years  bookfeller  to  his 
majefty.  He  was  him felf  a  man 
of  fcience,  particularly  in  the  ma¬ 
thematical  line  ;  in  which  depart¬ 
ment  a  great  number  of  valuable 
publications  have  been  by  him  in¬ 
troduced  to  the  world. 


M  A  Y. 

A  very  interefting  queftion  , 
was  argued  and  determined  in  3 
the  Court  of  King’s  Benchv  where¬ 
in  the  inhabitants  of  Richmond 
and  the  city  of  London  were  par¬ 
ticularly  concerned,  the  former 
claiming  the  property  of  the  foil 
of  the  river  Thames,  fo  far  as 
their  jurifdidtion  reaches,  down  to 
low-water  mark,  had  caufed  the 
works  now  carrying  on  by  the  lat¬ 
ter,  under  the  authority  of  an  a£l 
of  parliament,  to  be  obllrufted, 
on  which  the  city  had  commenced 
a  profecution  2  gain  it  the  perfons 
employed  in  that  fervice,  and  had 
1  obtained 
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obtained  a  verdift  againft  them  at 
the  laft  Surry  affizes  ;  but  the 
council  on  the  oppofite  fide  fall 
inuring  on  their  right  to  the  foil, 
the  cale  came  to  be  argued  on  that 
pa  iceiar  point;  and  after  many 
Jta  ned  arguments,  in  which  the 
matter  feemed  to  receive  a  full  in- 
vefagation,  Lord  Mansfield  and 
the  Other  judges  were  unanimoufly 
of  opinion,  that  the  river  being 
a  public  navigable  river,  the  in¬ 
habitants  could  have  no  particular 
x n tere ft  in  any  part  of  its'  foil. 
The  decifion  therefore  of  this  caufe 
entirely  removes  the  general  idea, 
that  owners  of  the  adjoining  lands 
have  property  in  the  foil  of  navi¬ 
gable  rivers  as  far  as  low- water 
mark. 

A  refpite,  till  further  fig- 
n-fication  of  his  majefty’s 
pleafure,  was  fent  to  the  Marfhal 
of  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty 
for  John  Williams  and  James 
Stoneham,  convidts  in  Newgate, 
for  mutiny.  They  were  to  have 
been  executed  this  day. — This  re¬ 
fpite  was  in  coniequence  of  no¬ 
tice  taken  of  the  cafe  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  •  The  captain,  it 
feerns,  had  been  concerned  in  fome 
illicit  practices,  and  they  had  re¬ 
filled  going  into  port  for  fear  of 
beinR  preffed. 

O  #  i 

This,  day  the  royal  affent  was 
given  to  42  public  and  private 
bills  by  com  million.  Among  the 
lormer  were  the  following: 

•  A  bill  forfeveral  additional  du¬ 
ties  upon  wines  and  vinegar. 

— » —  for  feveral  additional  du¬ 
ties  on  advertifements,  and  receipts 
for  legacies. 

'  -  to  protedl  goods,  &c,  of 

the  growth  of  theiflands  of  Grena¬ 
da  and  the  Grenadines,  on  board 


neutral  veffels  bound  to  neutral 
ports,  during  the  prefent  hoftiii- 
ties. 

- for  allowing  a  bounty  on 

the  exportation  of  Britifh  corn  and 
grain  in  fhips  of  any  kingdom  in 
amity  with  his  majefty. 

A  petition  has  been  lately  ,  , 
preferred  to  his  majefty,  from 
Calcutta,  figned  by  600  Whites, 
and  a  great  number  of  Gentoos, 
Hating,  in  a  forcible  manner,  the 
various  hardships  the  inhabitants 
have  fuftered  fince  the  introduc¬ 
tion  of  the  Englilh  laws  among  ft 
them. 

This  morning  two  perfons, 
one  a  tradefman  and  the  other 
a  fheriff’s  officer,  were  brought 
before  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
to  receive  fentence  for  having  fome 
time  ago  arrefted  one  of  the  do- 
meftics  belonging  to  his  Excel¬ 
lency  Count  de  Welderen;  Mr. 
Juftice  Willes,  in  a  ffiort  fpeeeh, 
explained  the  nature  of  the  offence, 
obferving,  at  the  fame  time,  how 
necefifary  it  was  ftri&ly  to  adhere 
to  the  laws  of  nations :  that  the 
perfons  now  before  them,  had  been 
guilty  of  a  very  high  offence 
againft  thofe  laws,  and  which  call¬ 
ed  loudly  for  an  exemplary  puni fit¬ 
ment;  the  judgment  therefore  of 
the  court  was,  that  the  two  perfons 
be  immediately  taken  into  the 
cuftody  of  the  marfhal  of  this 
court,  and  be  by  him  condu&ed 
this  day,  at  any  hour  that  may  be 
appointed,  to  the  dwelling-houfe 
of  Count  de  Welderen,  with  a  la¬ 
bel  faftened  to  each  of  their  breafts, 
denoting  their  offence,  and  that 
they  do  then  and  there  afk  pardon 
of  his  excellency  for  the  crime  by 
them  committed.  The  tradefman 
to  be  afterwards  imprifoned  for 

[0]  2  three 
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three  months,  and  the  fherifPs 
officer  to  pay  a  fine  of  30I.  and  be 
committed  till  he  pay  the  fame. 

^  This  day  the  following 
J  *  decifion  was  made  refpe&ing 
bankrupts,  by  the  Earl  of  Mans¬ 
field,  which  being  materially  ne- 
ceffary  to  be  known  to  the  pradifers 
in  the  law,  but  more  efpecially  to 
thofe  who  have  concerns  in  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  we  here  give  it  to  the 
public  Mr.  Ifaac,  the  plaintiff, 
brought  his  adion  again  ft  Mr. 
Harrifon,  the  Sheriff  of  Suffex,  for 
having  returned  a  warrant,  ‘  Non 
eft  inventus ,’  in  an  adion,  Ifaac 
again  ft  Hen  wood,  when  in  fail; 
the  defendant  Hen  wood  had  been 
arreited,  but  the-officer  had  thought 
proper  not  to  hold  his  prifoner  on 
his  having  been  found  a  bankrupt, 
and  on  his  producing  a  furnmons 
from  the  comrrfiffianers  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy,  which  he  considered  as  a 
protedion  from  arrefts  before  the 
day  fixed  for  his  final  furren der, 

a'  7 

which  the  file  riff  on  the  above 
trial  made  the  ground  of  his  de¬ 
fence.  The  fhcriff  produced  Mr. 
Wells,  the  meffenger,  to  prove 
the  bankruptcy,  and  that  Hen- 
wood  was  in  cuftody,  fubfequent 
to  the  fet  vice  of  the  commiffioners> 
fummons.  Lord  Mansfield  de¬ 
clared,  that  a  commiffion  of  bank¬ 
ruptcy  could  not  prevent  the  bank¬ 
rupt  from  arreft  any  farther  than 
at  the  aitual  time  of  the  bankrupt’s 
going  to,  ftaying  with,  and  com¬ 
ing  from  the  commiflioners,  and 
direded  the.  jury  to  find  a  verdid 
for  the  plaintiff  with  full  oofts  of 
fuit,  which  they  did  accordingly. 
Mr.  Dunning  and  Mr.  Morgan, 
counfeis  for  the  plaintiff,  the  foli- 
ci tor- general  for  the  defendant. 

The  feffions  at  the  Old 
^  0  .Bailey,  which  began  the 

'5 


preceding  Wednefday,  ended,, 
when  four,  convids  received  fen- 
tence  of  death  ;  James  Purfe,  for  a 
rape  on  the  perfon  of  Eiiz.  Mid¬ 
winter  ;  Wm.  Edwards,  for  rob¬ 
bing  Wm.  Randall  on  the  high¬ 
way,  and  brutally  cutting  off  two 
or  his  fingers ;  Jofeph  Biley,  for 
ftealing  a  cow  ;  and  Tho.  Hum- 
phrys,  for  robbing  Wm.  Biliany 
on  the  highway  near  Pancras.  At 
this  feffions  Albert  Lowe  was  tried 
for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  and 
found  guilty  of  manflaughter  ;  to 
whom  the  judge  made  a  very  mov¬ 
ing  fpeech,  addreffed  to  the  feel¬ 
ings  of  the  criminal,  who  had  been 
guilty,  he  laid,  of  the  molt  ag¬ 
gravated  inftance  of  manflaughter 
he  had  ever  remembered  to  come 
before  any  court.  He  did  not  ar¬ 
raign  the  jury  for  their  verdid, 
but  he  fentenced  the  prifoner  to 
12  months  imprifonment  in  New¬ 
gate,  which  doubles  the  ufual  pu- 
niftiment. 

A  man,  who  had  been  , 
taken  at  an  E  O  table  in  I^t  * 
Guildford,  and  a  pettifogger  in  the 
law,  were  brought  before  Aider- 
man  Wooldridge  at  Guildhall,  on 
warrants  granted  in  confequence 
of  bills  of  indidment  being  found 
agamft  them  the  laft  feffions  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  for  an  alarming  in- 
ftance  of  villainy.  The  former 
was  charged  with  wilful  and  cor¬ 
rupt  perjury,  committed  by  affida¬ 
vit  fvvorn  to  a  debt  of  ncol.  be¬ 
ing  due  to  him  from  a  wine  mer¬ 
chant  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town, 
whom  he  had  never  feen  or  dealt 
with  in  any  refped  ;  and  the  other 
was  accufed  with  ading  as  a  willing 
agent  in  the  charader  of  an  at¬ 
torney,  and  iffuing  the  writ,  not 
in  his  own  name,  but  that  of  ano¬ 
ther  mar 1.  The  wine- merchant 

related 
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related  the  following  particulars: 
viz.  As  a  member  of  a  fociety  for 
the  prevention  and  punifhment  of 
frauds,  he  had  been  very  active  to 
counteract  a  plot  formed  to  fvvin- 
dle  a  French  trentleman  out  of  a 

O 

large  fum  of  money,  which  did 
not  fucceed  ;  the  parties  who  mif- 
carried  in  this  fcheme  vowed  re¬ 
venge,  and  the  fir  ft  ftep  they  took 
was  to  endeavour  to  deftrov  the  re¬ 
putation  of  the  vVine  merchant  by 
an  information  at  the  Board  of 
Excife,  for  defrauding  the  reve¬ 
nue  to  a  confiderable  amount  ; 
but  the  commiflloners  faw  through 
the  iniquity  of  the  bufmefs,  and 
ftopt  the  profecution.  Soon  after 
which,  they  put  the  iniquitous 
fcheme  in  execution,  the  fwearing 
the  above  falfe  debt.  They  were 
committed  for  trial,  and  the  fo¬ 
ciety  are  to  profecute,  that  the  ex¬ 
pence  may  not  fall  upon  an  in¬ 
jured  individual. 

,  This  day  the  revived 

24th.  r  ,  7  r 

1  caule  (on  a  motion  for  a 

new  trial  laft  term)  between  a 
Jew  dealer  in  lace,  plaintiff,,  and 
two  Marfhalmen,  Payne  and  Gates, 
defendants,  came  on  before  the 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  at  Guildhall. 
The  only  queftion  was,  whether 
the  defendants  were  juftified  in 
apprehending  the  plaintiff  on  a 
charge  of  felony,  which,  on  ex¬ 
amination  before  a  magiftrate,  was 
difmifled  ?  Lord  Mansfield,  in  a 
very  clear  and  full  manner,  laid 
down  the  law  as  lately  fettled  :  his 
lordfhip  faid,  that  on  the  former 
trial  he  had  adhered  to  the  doftrine 
of  many  old  books,  and  confider- 
ed  it  neceffary  for  the  juftificacion 
of  a  peace  officer,  that  a  felony 
fhould  be  committed  to  warrant 
the  apprehenfion  of  a  fuppofed  fe¬ 
lon  :  but  upon  the  motion  fee-  a 


new  trial,  other  authorities  inclin¬ 
ing  to  a  different  opinion  were 
quoted,  and  upon  folemn  delibera¬ 
tion  of  the  bench,  it  was  agreed 
that  it  vvas  not  abfolute^  requi- 
fite  a  felony  fhould  b  committed. 
His  lordfhip  adverted  to  the  dan¬ 
ger  and  inconvenience  of  a  con- 
ftable  being  liable  to  adlions,  if 
the  charge  fhould  turn  out  to  be 
groundlefs  ;  and  fhewed  alfo  how 
the  public  would  be  affeCted,  pro¬ 
vided  a  peace  officer  had  no  autho¬ 
rity  to  fee u re  a  man  fufpecled  of 
felony,  and  of  whom  he  was  re¬ 
quired,  at  his  peril,  to  lay  hold  as 
a  thief.  A  conftable’s  duty  wa3 
not  to  enquire,  but  to  bring  the 
offender,  or  fuppofed  criminal,  be¬ 
fore  a  magiftrate  for  him  to  ex¬ 
amine.  If  the  charge  was  defec- 
tive,  or  malicious,  the  party  had 
a  remedy  againft  the  perfon  who 
employed  the  officer.  At  the  fame 
time  the  condudi  of  the  conftabfe 
fhould  be  pure  and  incorrupt ;  he 
fhould  know  of  no  preconcerted 
plan  of  oppreftion  ;  it  fhould  be 
f  bona  fide*  fair,  honeft,  and  regu¬ 
lar  in  every  degree.  The  jury 
were  to  review  the  behaviour  of 
the  marfhalmen,  and  if  there  ap¬ 
peared  any  thing  like  a  job  in  it, 
they  had  exceeded  the  line  of  their 
authority,  and  were  refporifible. — 
no  fuch  kind  of  conduct  haa  been 
imputed  to  them  ;  there  was  no 
proof,  nor  any  colour  of  evidence 
to  charge  them  with  im proper  mo¬ 
tives  ;  however,  if  the  jo.  v  thought 
thevadled in  fne  fro;  ieltd^y  f  o  a 

.  O 

combination,  and  with  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  falfity  of  the  fadt.  ,>hey 
would  give  dam.  ges,  othf  .  wifv  find 
for  them,  which  the  jury  did,  and 
gave  only  jol.  againft  the  princi¬ 
pal  who  made  the  charge. 

[OJ  3 
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?6th  Tfris  day  the  royal  aftent, 
by  virtue  of  a  com  million 
from  his  majefty,'  was  given  to 
the  malt  bill,  the  recruiting;  bill, 
the  Plymouth  dock  bill,  and  fe¬ 
deral  qther  public  and  private 
bills. 

Ye  herd  ay  the  fait  brought  by 
the  Rev,  Mr.  Sellon,  Miniiter  of 
St.  James,  C  let  ken  well,  again  ft 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Ha  we  is,  Ilecftor  of 
Aldwinkle,  in  Northampton ftiire, 
and  Chaplain  to  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Counters  of  Huntingdon,  for 
reading  prayers,  and  preaching  in 
the  Pantheon  Chapel,  in  Clerk  un¬ 
well,  commonly  called  Northamp¬ 
ton  /  Chapel,  or  Lady  Hunting¬ 
don’s  Chapel,  was  determined  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Sellon,  Several 
depositions  were  read,  proving,  on 
one  fide,  that  the  chapel  was  a 
very  large  building,  fu trident  to 
hold  between  two  and  three  thou- 
fund  perfons  5  that  fifteen  hundred, 
or  t  w  0  t  ho  u  fan  d ,  o  ft  e  n  re  for  ted  -  to 
it;  that  it  had  doors  open  to  the 
ftreet ;  that  ticket's  for  admiffion 
to  it,  had  been  purchafed  of  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Taylor  ;  and  that  Mr. 
Sellon  was  greatly  injured  by  it 
in  the  profits  of  his  living.  Gn 
the  other  fide— That  the  Countefs 
or  Huntingdon  had  taken  a  leafie 
oi  tire  houfe  and  premifcs ;  that 
the  chapel  was  her  family  chapel  ; 
arid  that  Mr.  Haweis  was  chaplain 
to  her  lady  fillip,  and  officiated  in  the 
laid  chapel  only  in  that  capacity. 
A  de  pc  fit  ion  given  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Taylor,  was  read,  declaring, 
that  he  never  fold  any  tickets,  for 
aomiffion  into  the  chapel,  but  that 
when  any  perfons  fubfcribed  any 
ium  for  the  chapel,  he  gave  them 
tickets  for  admiffion,  gratis. — 
The  right  cf  peers,  and  their  cha¬ 
plains,  with  refpeft  to  the  point 


in  queftion,  was  fully  argued  ;  and 
the  judge,  after  having  entered 
into  the  full,  merits  of  the  cafe, 
and  pointed  out  the  rule  of  right, 
with  great  preciiion ,  paft'ed  len¬ 
ten  ce  upon  Mr.  Haweis,  admo- 

t  i 

niftiing  him  for  his  fault,  forbid¬ 
ding  him  to  preach  in  the  parifti 
of  Clerkenvvell  for  the  future,  and 
condemning  him  to  pay  coils. 

The  grots  produce  of  the  tolls 
at  Black-friars-bridge,  Horn  Mi¬ 
chaelmas,  1775,  to  Michaelmas,. 
1779,  amounts  to  2 6,367k  13s, 
fxbf .  The  lofs  upon  bad  gold, 
and  copper,  amounts  to 
3d.  And  the  falaries 
to  tollmen  and  watchmen,  and 
other  incidental  exoences  in  that 
fp ace,  amount  to  no  lefts  than 
3,816k  16 s  5<i. 

Died,  at  Hanilet,  near  Leeds, 
joftiua  Simpfon,  Efq;  aged  104, 

At  Welt  lull  Farm  in  H  amp- 
fid  re,  Mr,  Thomas  Dickens,  aged 
105,  His  wife  died  lafiyear  aged 

98 , 

At  Mortlake,  Mrs.  Bullock, 
ag-ed  ioi. 

Robert  Walfingham,  Efq;  aged 

99.  _ 

Sir  Anthony  Buchanan,  Bart, 
aged  96. 


diver, 
2058k  I  25 
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I  his  day  Mr.  Lee  moved  ~ 
the  Court  of  King’s.  Bench,  1 
at  the  in  fiance  of  Edmund 
B/urke,  Efq;  for  a  rule,  oblig¬ 
ing  the  reputed  editor  of  a 
morning  paper  to  fihew  caufe, 
why  an  information  Ihould  not  be 
filed  a’gainft  him,  for  having  Dif¬ 
fered.  to  be  publifhed  in  the  paper 
alluded  to  a  paragraph  on  the  13th 
of  April  laft,  and  another  para-. 

graph 
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graph  on  the  14th  of  the  fame 
month,  each  grofsly  reflecting  on 
Mr.  Burke,  for  the  part  he  had 
taken  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
refpeding  the  unfortunate  wretch 
who  loft  his  life  in  the  pillory,  at 
St.  Margaret’s  Hill,  Southwark, 
©n  Tuefday  the  nth  of  April. 
The  rule  was  granted. 

2cj  The  report  was  made  to 
his  majeftv  of  the  convids 
under  fentence  of  death  in  New¬ 
gate,  who  were  convi&ed  in  x4pril 
feiflon,  when  the  following  were 
ordered  lor  execution  on  Thurfday 
next,  viz.  James  Early,  John 
Carr,  and  John  Sparrow. 

The  following  were  refpited 
during  his  majefty’s  pleafure : 
Thomas  Williams,  alias  Charles 
Calloway,  Francis  Thompfon,  and 
Su  faun  ah  Flood. 

This  day  the  petition  of  the 
Proteftant  AfTociation  was  prefent- 
ed  to  parliament ;  and  in  the  even¬ 
ing  the  dreadful  riots  and  confla¬ 
grations  commenced,  which  con¬ 
tinued,  without  intermiflion,  to 
the  8th.  See  a  particular  account 
in  the  Appendix. 

^  A  few  days  ago  was  de¬ 
cided  a  matter  ill  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench,  which  had  been 
referred  from  the  aftizes  held  in 
March  laft  in  Maidftone,  as  a 
point  of  law  to  the  con  ft  deration 
of  the  judges.  It  was  refpeding 
the  hones  employed  cn  a  contract 
with  the  Hon.  Board  of  Ordnance 
for  the  fervice  of  the  Royal  Ar¬ 
tillery,  whether  from  the  ftipulat- 
ed  condition  of  that  contrad, 
which,  is  that  the  horfes,  conduc¬ 
tors,  and  drivers  fo  employed, 
while  in  aCtual  fervice,  lhall  be 
received  by  the  inn-keepers  by 
billet  upon  their  march  or  duty, 
and  accommodated  with  Quarters 

„  X 

.at  and  after  the  fate  of  dragoons 
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and  their  horfes  ;  the  Mutiny  Ad, 
as  it  ftands,  has  made  ample  pro- 
vifton  for  fuch  horfes.  Sc c.  to  be 
quartered  upon  the  public:  when, 
aft  er  a  thorough  dilcuflion  of  the 
contrad,  .and  the  principles  upon 
which  it  is  framed,  the  judges 
were  pleafed  to  declare,  that  the 
horfes.  See.  while  employed  upon 
the  public  fervice,  are  fubjed  to 
the  regulations  and  accommoda¬ 
tions  in  general  with  the  army, 
and  comprehended  in  the  78th  ar¬ 
ticle  of  the  Mutiny  Bill,  and  18th 
fedion  of  the  Articles  of  war. 

A  meffage  was  fent  from  p  ^ 
his  majefty  to  each  of  the  12  0  1* 
judges,  offering  them  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  military ;  to  which 
j  udge  Gould  returned  the  following 
anfwer  :  “  That  he  had  grown  old 
under  the  protedion  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  laws  ;  that  he  was  perfuaded, 
however  feme  performs  might  be 
milled,  the  people  in  general 
loved  and  refpeded  the  laws  • 
and  fo  great  was  his  own  attach¬ 
ment  to  them,  that  he  would  ra¬ 
ther  die  under  thofe,  than  live 
under  the  protedion  of  any  other- 
laws.” 

The  Earl  of  Surry  and  , 
Sir  Thpmas  Gafcoigne  read 
their  recantation  from  the  errors 
of  the  Church  of  Rome,  before 
the  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
laft  Sunday,  and  received  the  fa- 
crament  ;  and  have  talten  the 
oaths  before  Mr.  Baron  Hotham. 
His  lorufhip  is  candidate  for  Car- 

4 

li fie,  and  Sir  Thomas  for  Bever¬ 
ley,  in  Yorkfhire. 

This  day  judgment  was  ^ 
moved  for  in  the  Court  of 
King’s  Bench  again  11  the  perfon 
concerned  in  obllruding  the  work- 
men  employed  by  the  city  of 
London  in  making  a  horfe  towing 
path  at  Richmond.  Some  objec- 

[0]  4  fcions 
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lions  were  made  in  point  of  law  to 
the  indictment,  and  over-ruled  by 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
court,  which  fet  the  right  of  the 
corporation  to  improve  the  navi¬ 
gation  of  the  river  in  the  cleared: 
light  s  for  the  court  faid,  that  the 
city  was  authorifed  by  a£i  of  par¬ 
liament  to  complete  the  naviga¬ 
tion  by  all  ways  and  means  in 
their  difcretion  ;  but  as  the  city 
of  London  meant  merely  to  efta- 
bliili  their  right,  and  not  to  infill 
pn  exemplary  punifliment,  a  nomi¬ 
nal  fine  only  was  infliCled  of  6s  8d, 

^  Dr.  John  Parfons  was, 

3ca?  in  full  convocation,  unani¬ 
mously  elected  Clinical  Profeflor 
to  the  PmdclifFe  Infirmary  at  Ox-  - 
ford.  At  the  fame  time,  was 
read  a  letter  from  Sir  Roger  New- 
digate,  dated  the  firlt  inflan  t,  fig- 
mfying.his  intention  of  declining 
to  be  the  reprefen tative  of  that 
learned  body,  at  the  end  of  the 
prefent  parliament. 

The  Clinical  Profefforfnip  in 
that  Univerfity,  was  founded  by 
the  late  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of 
Litchfield,  for  which  purpofe  that 
nobleman  deviled  his  houfe  and 
furniture  in  Hill-flreet,  Berkeley- 
fquare,  to  be  difpofed  of  after  the 
death  of  the  late  Countefs  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Litchfield  j  the  fame  was 
lately  fo!d?  and  produced  4256I. 
Ss.  2d.  clear  of  all  deductions  ; 
this  fum,  veiled  in  the  three  per 
cent,  confol.  purchafed  7079I.  8s. 
4d.  flock,  the  interell  whereof 
amounts  annually  to  212I,  10s. 

,  This  day  their  Royal 
T  1  flighnefies  the  Dukes  of 
Gloucefler  and  Cumberland  went 
to  court,  for  the  fir II  time  fince 
their  refpe&ive  marriages. 

This  day  the  foreign  miniflers, 
deficient  at  the  Court  of  London, 

V  t  <*  .»  -  vV  *.  I  .  *  vv  -  .  -  ,  4,  .  ...  .  •  J 


GISTER,  1780. 

had  private  audiences  refpefiively 
of  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  in  confequence 
of  his  late  reconciliation  at  court. 
At  the  fame  time  moll  of  the  no¬ 
bility  and  perfons  of  diflinction  in 
town  attended  to  pay  their  com¬ 
pliments  on  this  occafion. 

Came  on  in  the  Court  of  ^  , 
Ring’s  Bench,  Weftmin- 
fler,  before  Mr.  jufiice  Buller 
and  a  Special  jury,  the  trial  be¬ 
tween  the  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Bate,  as  editor  of  a 
morning  paper,  on  an  information 
filed  againfl  the  latter,  for  being 
accefiary  to  the  publication  of 
certain  queries  addrefied  to  his 

a.  • 

grace  in  that  paper  of  the  25  th  of 
Feb.  lafl,  The  evidence  adduced 
in  favour  of  the  profecution  were 
the  printer  of  the  faid  paper  (who 
was  firlt  profecuted  for  the  faid 
offence)  and  the  publifher  of  it. 
The  former  fvvore  that  the  author 
of  the  queries  was  a  perfon  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  whofe  hand -writing  he 
well  knew ;  but  that  he  veiily  be¬ 
lieved  he  received  the  fame  through, 
the  hands  of  the  editor.  The 
publifhpr  fpoke  only  to  his  re¬ 
ceiving  that  letter  by  the  poll, 
from  his  friend  at  Plymouth,  and 
finding  it  was  for  the  faid  morn¬ 
ing  paper,  he  laid  it  upon  the 
defk,  but  never  faw  it  afterwards. 
The  judge  having  fummed  up  the 
evidence,  and  left  it  with  the  jury 
to  determine  what  weight  the 
printer’s  evidence  ought  to  have 
with  them,  circumflanced  as  he 
was,  they  withdrew  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  when  return¬ 
ing  into  court,  they  found  a  vei> 
di£l  againfl  the  defendant. 

On  Thurfday  the  city  re-  ^  . 
membrancer  waited  on  Mr.  ^  • 

Jufdce  Gould  at  his  houfe  in 

Rin  coin- 
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Lincoln’s  -  inn  -  fields,  with  the 
thanks  of  the  common  council, 
when  we  hear  the  learned  Judge 
declined  accepting  the  freedom, 
which  was  voted  him  in  a  gold 
box, 

,  On  Saturday  a  caufe 

^  ’  was  tried  in  the  Court  of 

Common  Pleas  in  London,  be¬ 
fore  Lord  Loughborough,  and  a 
fpecial  jury  of  merchants,  in 
which  Samuel  Lloyd,  an  eminent 
tea  -  dealer  was  plaintiff,  and 
Thomas  Cooper,  a  furveyor-ge- 
neral  of  the  excife,  defendant. 
The  action  was  for  fcandalous  and 
defamatory  words  fpoken  by  the 
defendant  of  the  plaintiff,  by 
means  of  which  the  plaintiff  was 
injured  in  his  character  and  credit, 
and  many  perfons  who  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  dealing  with  him, 
refufed  to  do  fo  any  longer.  The 
cafe  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff 
was  moft  clearly  efiablifhed,  and 
the  learned  judge,  in  his  charge 
to  the  jury,  was  very  pointedly 
fevere  on  the  defendant,  whole 
offence,  he  faid,  was  much  ag¬ 
gravated  by  his  fituation  as  a  re¬ 
venue  officer,  having  in  that  ca¬ 
pacity  a  greater  opportunity  of 
prejudicing  the  reputations  of 
thofe  tradefmen  with  whofe  affairs 
his  office  made  him  more  parti¬ 
cularly  acquainted.  His  lordfhip 
further  added,  that  independent 
of  the  damages  to  be  given  by  the 
jury  to  the  plaintiff,  the  com- 
rniftioners  of  excife  ought  to  be 
informed  of  the  defendant’s  con- 
du£l,  with  a  view  of  palling  their 
cenfure  upon  it  likewife. 

The  jury,  without  hefitation, 
gave  a  verdiift  for  the  plaintiff, 
with  500I.  damages,  and  colls  of 
fuit. 

Oxford,  June  I .  This  afternoon 


we  had  moft  tremendous  and  re¬ 
peated  claps  of  thunder,  accom¬ 
panied  with  vivid  flafties  of  light¬ 
ning  ;  and  about  fix  in  the  even¬ 
ing  a  ball  of  fire  ftruck  the  outfide 
of  the  chimney  of  Mr.  Meredith, 
cutler,  cf  St.  Clement’s,  in  the 
fuburbs  of  this  city,  where  having 
forced  through  the  wall,  it  en¬ 
tered  into  the  upper  room,  fhivered 
the  partition  of  the  flair-cafe, 
broke  the  maid’s  box,  and  did 
other  damages  ;  from  thence  de- 
feending  to  the  one-pair-of-ftairs, 
in  a  room  where  Mrs.  Meredith 
fat  at  work,  it  totally  deftroyed 
the  chimney-piece  ;  and  the  glafs 
over  it  was  reduced  to  powder, 
and  fcattered  about  the  room  like 
fand  ;  feveral  glazed  prints  were 
likewife  broke  and  difperfed  about 
the  room ;  a  mahogany  cheft  of 
drawers  was  penetrated  as  if  it  had 
been  fired  at  with  fmall  fhot ;  it 
alfo  forced  the  cafement  of  the 
window  coniiderably  outward. 
From  hence  palling  down  to  the 
kitchen,  upon  the  ground  floor 
where  the  maid  fervant  was  pre¬ 
paring  for  tea,  fhe  was  ftruck  to 
the  ground,  and  received  feveral 
fcratches  upon  the  fide  of  her  face; 
whilft  a  little  girl  in  the  fame 
room  providentially  received  no 
hurt ;  though  a  wooden  frame 
round  the  fire  -  place  was  torn 
away,  the  china  broke,  the  fpits, 
candlefticks,  flat-irons,  &c.  fcat¬ 
tered  about,  and  a  copper  coffee¬ 
pot,  a  fkimmer,  a  bell-metal  mor¬ 
tar,  and  divers  other  things,  were 
partially  melted.  From  henee, 
the  door  of  this  room,  as  well  as 
that  of  the  fhop,  being  open,  it 
palled  into  the  ftreet  without  meet¬ 
ing  with  any  other  obftru&ions ; 
and  its  further  progrefs  could  not 
be  afeertained. 


Certain 
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Certain  advice  is  received  from 
Macao,  a  fettlement  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe  in  the  river  Canton,  of 
the  arrival  of  the  Refolution  and 
Difcovery  in  great  diftrefs,  and  in 
want  of  provifions.  Upon  the 
death  of  capt,  Cook,  capt,  Clerke 
fucceeded  to  the  command  of  the 
two  (hips,  and  lieut.  Gore  to  be 
captain  of  the  Difcovery  ;  but  on 
the  death  of  capt.  Clerke,  lieut. 

King  fucceeded  to  his  place. 

Rev.  Mr.  J,  H  Wafer,  for¬ 
merly  minifter  of  the  church  of 
Zurich  in  Switzerland,  was  be¬ 
headed  for  having  ordered  feme 
treafbnable  pieces  to  be  inferred 
in  the  political  correfpondence  of 
M.  Scholffer  of  Gottingen,  and 
for  having  withheld  a  document 
of  the  15th  century,  belonging  to 
the  public  archives,  after  being- 
demanded  by  the  town  fecretary. 

Died,  At  Tynmouth,  Cum-, 
berland,  D.  Sennet,  aged  107. 

At  Green  -ftreet,  Berks,  Mr. 
j  oil  ah  Morril,  a  lieutenant  in 
queen  Ann’s  wars,  aged  ioo. 


hm  two  days. 

At  Morton,  Mr.  John  Mullet, 
aged  103. 

Thomas  Hutchinfon,  Efq;  for¬ 
merly  governor  of  Maffaehufettk 

t*  o 

Bay. 


J  U  L  Y. 

j  By  virtue  of  a  commif- 
^  " !  Son  from  his  majefty,  the 
royal  affent  was  given  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  bills,  &c. 

The  bill  for  veiling  in  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  their  territorial 
acquifttions  in  India.  The  bill 
to  prevent  the,  carrying  copper  in 
fiiects,  coaftways,  &c.  'I 'he  poft- 


/ 

horfe  aft  amendment  bill.  The 
ftarch  duty  bill.  The  hn king- 
fund  bill.  The  bill  to  extend 
and  encourage  the  Greenland  fifih- 
ery.  The  bill  for  granting  to 
his  majefty  one  million  on  a  vote 
of  credit.  The  bill  relative  to  the 
drawback  on  the  duty  on  coffee. 
The  bill  for  appointing  commif- 
fioners  to  infpeCt  the  public  ac¬ 
counts.  The  bill  for  granting  a 
reward  to  perfons  difeovering  the 
longitude.  And  feveral  inclofure 
and  private  bills. 

Was  tried  before  the  , 
Right  Honourable  Earl 
Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury,  a 
caufe  wherein  Mr.  Schreiber,  a 
merchant,  was  plaintiff,  and  Mrs, 
Frazer,  widow  of  the  late  Gen. 
Frazer,  who  died  at  Saratoga, 
defendant.  The  action  was  brought 
for  damages  on  a  breach  of  pro* 
mife  of  marriao-e. — Mr.  Dunning- 

O  Q 

opened  for  the  plaintiff,  and 
brought  witneffes  to  prove  the 
promifes.  The  fir  ft  and  prin¬ 
cipal  was  the  plain  tiff’s  fon  ;  who 
depofed,  that  the  lady  had  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  him  her  having 
eon  fee  ted  to  marry  his  father.  A 
man  fervant  depofed,  that  his 
miftrefs  had  engaged  him  to  go 
abroad  with  her  to  Germany,  in 
cafe  of  the  marriage  taking  place. 
Mr.  Chriftie  was  brought  to  prove 
that  the  plaintiff  bought  a  houfe 
in  Portiand-fquare,  or  Portlahd- 
place,  at  the  price  of,  4100R  and 
on  account  of  the  marriage  not 
taking  place,  had  fold  it  again 
for  3600L-—A  horfe- dealer  proved 
he  had  bought  four  horfes,  at 
thirty-five  guineas  each,  and  fold 
them  again  all  four  at  feventy, 
four  guineas.  A  coach -maker 
proved  he  had  bought  two  car 


napes 

O 


lor  zool.  A  t  ay  lor  proved 


making 
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making  a  fuit  oflivery,  on  account 
of  the  promifed  marriage. 

Mr.  Solicitor-General  pleaded, 
that  his  client  had  no  objection  to 
the  perfon,  charadter,  or  fortune 
of  the  plaintiff,  who  is  certainly 
a  very  refpectable  wealthy  mer¬ 
chant,  and  in  evefy  refpedl  a 
verv  advantageous  match  for  her  ; 
that  in  the  courfe  of  the  treaty, 
fhe  began  to  think  Mr.  Schreiber’s 
temper  and  her’s,  perhaps  none 
of  the  belt,  might  not  agree  ;  in 
that  cafe,  the  match  would  render 
both  parties  extremely  unhappy, 
for  which  reafon  (lie  thought  belt 
to  retradl,  though  evidently  to 
her  own  lofs  and  difad  vantage, 
his  fortune  being  far  fuperior  to 
her’s.  Her  late  hufband  had  all'o 
in  a  dream  cautioned  her  again  ft 
this  new  engagement.  —  He  fur¬ 
ther  obferved,  that  no  attempt 
had  been  made  to  prove  his  client 
a  woman  of  fortune  ;  therefore  it 
was  much  below  the  plaintiff  to 
want  to  take  from  her  fmali  pit¬ 
tance,  and  add  to  his  own  great 
abundance.  Here  he  was  flopped 
bv  Mr.  Dunning,  who  adduced 
proof  that  the  lady’s  fortune  here, 
in  the  Eaft-lndies,  and  America, 
amounted  to  24,000!.  or  upwards. 

Mr.  Solicitor- General  replied, 
that  the  fortune  in  England  might 
be  afcertained,  but  that  abroad 
could,  not  ;  but  with  regard  to 
fortune,  his  client  had  fullered 
rnoft  by  breaking  off  the  match, 
for  fne  was  to  have  her  own  fortune 
at  her  own  difpofal,  300!.  a  year 
pin-money,  io,oool.  fettled  upon 
her,  and  the  houfe  at  Forty-Hill, 
Enfield,  or  at  her  option  50G0I. 
in  Plead  of  it,  in  all  15,0001.  in 
.cafe  of  her  furvival. 

Ford  Mansfield,  in  fu naming  up 


the  evidence,  obferved,  that  the 
promife  of  marriage  was  proved  ; 
that  certainly  each  party  engaged 
to  marry  has  a  right  to  re  trail  at 
any  time  previous  to  the  cerem- 
mony,  and  even  before  the  pri'eft, 
if  they  apprehended  unhappinefs 
to  be  the  event  ;  but  it  was  under 
this  circumftance,  that  the  party 
retrailing,  if  able,  fhould  make 
good  the  damages  fuftained  by  the 
other,  through  the  treaty: — the 
plaintiff  had  proved  home  da¬ 
mages — it  was  for  the  jury  to 
aftefs  the  quantum. 

The  jury,  after  a  confultation 
of  a  few  minutes,  gave  a  verdict 
of  600I.  damages,  with  colls. 

A  court  of  common 
council  was  held  at  Guild- 
hail,  when  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Pariftr,  and  feconded  by 
Mr.  Powell,  that  an  humble  ad- 
drefs  be  prefented  to  his  msjefty, 
ex pr effing  the  grateful  thanks  of 
this  court  for  his  majefty’s  care 
and  attention  to  the  citizens  of 
London,  in  granting  them  fuch 
aid  as  became  necefiary  to  iabdue 
the  late  dangerous  riots,  they 
being  too  formidable  for  the  con- 
troul  of  the  civil  authority;  which 
occaftoned  very  long  and  great 
debates.  The  principal  fpeakers 
were,  the  aldermen  Townfend, 
Wilkes,  Newn ham,  and  Wool¬ 
dridge;  Mr.  deputy  Leek.v,  Mr. 
Dorn  ford,  Mr.  Hurford,  Mr. 
Merry,  Mr.  Thorpe,  Mr.  Sharpe,, 
and  deputy  Judd.  The  previous 
queftion  was  put,  whether  the 
above  queftion  Ihould  be  put* 
which  was  carried  in  the  negative: 
but  it  appeared  upon  a  divifion, 
that  four  aldermen  and  61  com¬ 
moners  were  for  putting  the  quef¬ 
tion,  and  four  aldermen  and  56 

commoners, 

A 


220 j  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1 780. 


commoners  again!!  it ;  therefore 
the  queltion  to  addrefs  was  put, 
2nd  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

A  few  days  ago  the  long  de¬ 
pending  cau'fe  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
was  finally  determined  in  Doctor’s 
Commons,  when  the  will  made  by 
the  late  William  Scawen,  Efq; 
while  he  was  at  Mr.  Sanxay’s, 
was  eftablifhed,  and  all  former 
wills  in  her  favour  were  fet  afide. 
This  decifion  was  founded  in  thefe 
principles :  that  when  the  de- 
ceafed  made  the  will  in  queltion, 
he  was  in  his  perfect  fenfes,  and 
had  time  enough  to  deliberate  cm 
the  merits  of  Mifs  Butterfield 
before  his  death,  or  even  before 
he  annexed  the  codicil,  by  which 
he  cancelled  all  his  former  wills  ; 
and  that  the  lad  will  was  properly 
figned  and  attefted.  The  judge, 
before  he  pronounced  this  decree, 
dated  the  evidence  with  great  per¬ 
spicuity  and  candour,  and  bellow¬ 
ed  many  encomiums  on  the  cha¬ 
racter  and  condudl  of  Mifs  Butter- 
held,  but  obferved,  that  it  was 
not  his  bufmefs  to  fay  what  Mr. 
Scawen  ought  to  have  done,  but 
what  he  actually  did,  and  what 
the  law  requires  when  a  will  is 
executed  in  proper  form. 

His  majefty’s  free  pardon 

T  ’  hath  been  granted  to  James 
Purfe,  a  conviCt  of  May  feffion, 
under  fentence  of  death  ;  he  was 
difcharged  by  the  perfons  who 
broke  open  and  demoliihed  New¬ 
gate,  but  furrendered  himfelf 
again  into  the  cufiody  of  Mr. 
Akerman. 

There  were  eighty- five  perfons 
tried  for  riots  at  the  Old-Bailey, 
of  whom  thirty-fiye  were  capitally 
convicted,  feven  conviCted  cf  fin- 
gle  felony,  and  forty-three  ac 
quitted. —At  the  commiffion  at 
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St.  Margaret’s- Hill,  fifty  were 
tried  for  riots,  of  whom  twenty- 
four  were  capitally  convicted,  and 
twenty-fix  acquitted.  So  that  on 
the  whole  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  have  been  tried,  and  fifty- 
nine  of  them  conviCted. 

A  court  of  aldermen  was  0  , 
held  at  Guildhall,  when  21  1  1  im 
aldermen  wereprefent.  The  court 
refolved,  that  as  the  executions 
have  paffed  with  perfeCt  peace  and 
quiet,  and  there  being  no  ap¬ 
pearance  of  any  riots  within  this 
city,  no  further  allowance  be 
made  to  the  troops  by  this  city 
after  Saturday  next.  One  very 
forcible  reafon  offered  to  prove 
the  necemty  of  a  compliance  with 
this  motion,  was,  that  the  average 

...  o 

expence  of  maintaining  the  fol- 
diers,  and  providing  a  table  for 
the  officers,'  is  iool.  a  day ;  and 
that  the  bills  already  drawn  on 
the  chamber,  exceed  qoool. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  corporation 
of  York  at  the  Guildhall  of  that 
city,  a  motion  was  made  to  ad¬ 
drefs  his  majefty  on  the  taking  of 
Charles  -  Town,  and  the  fup- 
preffion  of  the  late  riots,  which 
was  carried,  and  an  addrefs  drawn 
up  ;  but  on  hearing  the  fame 
read,  it  was,  on  a  divifion,  dis¬ 
approved,  28  to  19. 

Some  few  weeks  ago,  the  pofl- 
boy  bringing  the  mail  from  Ste¬ 
venage  to  Welwyn  in  Hertford- 
ffiire,  was  robbed  by  a  man  on 
foot,  who  at  firlt  was  thought  to 
be  a  farmer  in  that  neighbour- 
hood  5  whofe  cafe  was  fo  me  what 
lingular.  Soon  after  the  robbery 
was  committed,  not  being  con- 
verfant  in  bank-notes,  he  had 
joined  the  half  of  cne  note  of  iol. 
to  the  half  of  another  of  20I.  and 
had  paid  the  fame  to  a  tradefman. 
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in  Hertford.  This  being  brought 
to  the  bank  for  payment,  caufed 
a  fufpicion,  and,  on  enquiry,  the 
fatt  was  eafily  traced  to  the  far¬ 
mer,  who,  being  under  no  fear 
of  danger,  was  taken  out  of  his 
bed  without  refiftance,  and  carried 
to  Hertford  gaol  for  trial. 

^  ^  At  Oxford  aifizes,  a 
caufe  was  tried  between 
the  city  and  univerfity;  the  quef- 
tion  was,  Whether  a  tradel'man, 
living  in  the  city,  but  matricu¬ 
lated  by  the  univerfity,  was  liable 
to  ferve  the  office  of  con  liable? 
which  was  determined  in  the 

i 

affirmative  ;  but  the  univerfity,  it 
is  {aid,  intend  to  carry  the  final 
dccifion  into  Weffim inker- Hall. 

,  It  v/as  decided  by  Lord 
3cm.  ^ief  garon  Skynner,  at 
Bedford,  that  evidence  which  de¬ 
clares  the  affiertions  of  a  perfon 
fince  dead,  cannot  be  admitted  in 
point  of  law,  notwithllanding  that 
perlon  did  not  die  till  a  year  and 
a  half  after  the  tran faction,  and 
the  action  at  law  would  not  have 
been  brought,  had  that  witnefs 
been  alive. 

Died,  At  Leeds,  Ycrkfhire, 
Mr.  Wheatley,  clothier,  aged  106. 

At  Ditchley,  Suffex,  Mr.  Ifaac 
Sherman,  aged  97. 

In  the  county  of  Louth,  Ireland, 
Mr.  Gernon,  aged  125. 

In  South  Wales,  Mr.  D.  War- 
fam,  aged  109. 

At  Frampton,  Hants.  Mr.  Rob. 
Bring,  aged  103. 

Thomas  Ellis,  ffioemaker,  aged 

104. 

At  Burton,  Hants.  John  Ben- 
net,  efq.  near  100  years  old.  He 
was  page  to  queen  Anne,  at  the 
beginning  of  her  reign. 

Samuel  Mufgrave,  M.D.  F.R.S. 
and  formerly  of  Corpus  Chrilli 


College,  Oxon,  well  known  to  the 
public  by  his  examination  before 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  relative 
to  the  peace  of  1762  ;  and  to  the 
learned,  by  his  notes  and  col- 
ledlions  on  Euripides,  which  the 
univerfity  purchaled,  it  is  faid, 
for  200I.  and  have  inferted  in  the 
fplendid  edition  of  that  poet,  in 
four  vols.  40,  1778.  He  alfb 
publilhed  many  medical  tracts. 

AUGUST. 

Abraham  Darnford  and 
William  Newton  were  ex¬ 
amined  before  the  fitting  aider- 
man  at  Guildhall,  being  charged, 
by  William  Warts,  clerk  to  Meffrs. 
Smith,  Wright  and  Gray,  bankers, 
with  robbing  and  attempting  to 
murder  him.  It  appeared  on  their 
examination,  that  one  of  the  men 
had  lodged  an  accepted  bill  at  the 
banking  -  houfe,  to  be  received 
when  due,  and  the  money  to  be 
remitted  into  the  country,  accord¬ 
ing  to  direftion.  As  this  pre¬ 
tended  bill  was  directed  to  an 
empty  houfe,  apd  had  feveral 
days  to  run,  the  villains  in  the 
mean  time  applied  to  the  perfens 
who  had  the  letting  of  the  houfe, 
to  take  it,  had  taken  it,  and  got 
the  key,  under  pretence  of  getting 
the  houfe  cleaned.  The  landlord 
being  made  acquainted  with  the 
halle  his  new  tenants  were  in  to 
take  poneffiion,  and  not  very  well 
liking  their  deferiptien,  defired 
the  miftrefs  of  the  public-houfe, 
on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  way, 
to  have  an  eye  to  their  proceed¬ 
ings.  Accordingly,  on  the  day 
when  the  bill  became  due,  fhe 
cbferved  two  men  enter  the  houfe, 
and  open  the  parlour  windows, 
and  prefently  after,  a  third  man 

came 
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came'  and  knocked  at  the  door, 
was  let  in*  and  the  door  fhut. 
Attending  to  fee  the  event,  [he 
thought  ihe  heard  an  uncommon 
noife,  and  itepping  over  the  way, 
and  likening,  was  [truck  with  the 
found  of  murder,  pronounced  in  a 
hoarfe  faint  voice,  lucceeded  by  a 
kind  of  groaning,  which  very 
much  alarmed  her;  and  looking; 
through  thejcev-hole,  Ihe  faw  two 
men  dragging  the  third  down  the 
ceMaf  hairs,  on  which  Ihe  cried 
out  violently  they're  murdering  a 
man ,  knocked  hard  at  the  door, 
and  begged  the  people  in  th.ehreet 
to  break  it  open  ;  but  none  would 
interfere.  Being  enraged  at  their 
brutality,  fhe  burft  open  the  win¬ 
dow  herfeif,  and  was  entering, 
when  one  of  the  villains  opened 
the  door,  and  was  running  off ; 
but  on  the  cry  of  “  Stop  thief,’5 
he  was  inkantly  taken,  and  the 
other  [he  feized  by  the  throat  her- 
lelf,  and  dragged  him  to  her  own 
houfe,  bv  which  this  horrid  con- 
trivance  was  brought  to  'light. 
They  had  robbed  the  poor  man  of 
his  pocket-book,  and  had  nearly 
throttled  him  to  Hop  his  noife, 
till  they  had  got  him  into  the 
back  cellar,  where  they  certainly 
deligned  to  have  murdered  him, 
had  not  the  woman  by  her  forti¬ 
tude  providentially  interpofed  to 
free  his  life. 

Q  .  The  clerk  to  the  bank- 

Vv‘“‘  in g  -  houfe  in-  Lombard- 
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ffreet  was  again  examined  before 
the  lord  mayor,  with  regard  to 
the  attempt  of  a  robbery,  and  the 
manner  of  his  treatment  whilff  in 
the  houfe  in  Water- lane.  Black- 
friars  ;  but  he  refufed  to  take  an 
oath,  being  a  quaker.  The  lord 
mayor  ufed  many  arguments  to 
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induce  him  to  do  it,  but  in  vain* 
whereupon  his  lordlhip  bound  him 
over  to  profecute  Darnford  and 
Newton  at  the  next  feffion  at  the 
Old-Bailey.  If  the  evidence  of 
Mrs.  Bouchier  and  her  affiitants 
do  not  bring  the  fact  home  to 
them,  it  is  feared  the  two  offenders 
will  efcape. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Lincoln  was  tried  a  caufe  between 
the  hon.  John  Manners  and  al¬ 
derman  Sanfer,  for  pulling  down 
the  market  -  crofs  at  Grantham, 
and  converting  the  fame  to  his 
own  ufe.  l't  appeared  that  this 
crofs  had  flood  beyond  memory, 
and  was  claimed  as  part  of  the 
manor  of  Grantham  by  the  plain¬ 
tiff.  The  defendant  fet  up  his 
right  to  take  it  down  by  a  pre¬ 
tended  grant  from  Charles  I.  or  II. 
which  gave  to  the  corporation  a 
market  and  three  fairs  ;  but  the 
jury,  which  was  fpecial,  found  for 
the. plaintiff,  with  40I.  damages. 

A  moll  dreadful  florin 
of  thunder  and  lightning 
killed  a  man  making  hay  near 
Swanfea  in  Glamorganfhire,  and 
fet  fire  to  the  hav  on  which  he 
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was  found.  The  fwivei  of  his 
watch  was  melted,  and  a  round 
hole  made  in  the  outer  cafe,  which 
fixed  it  to  the  inner  cafe,  but  no 
mark  appeared  on  his  body,  and 
only  a  black  fpot  on  his  fhirt, 
near  to  the  hole  made  in  his 
watch. 

On  the  fame  Bay  a  horfe  and 
18  fheep  were  it  ruck  dead  near 
Ufk,  in  Mon  mouth  (hire.  They 
had  all  got  together  under  a  p.ear- 
tree,  to  avoid  the  violence  of  the 
temnell.  Two  horfes  were  alfo 
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killed  bv  the  lightning  in  a  [table 
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near  Polity  pool. 

.  At 


C  H  R  O 

At  the  court  at  St.  James’s,  the 
iSth  of  AuguH,  1780,  prefent, 
the  king’s  moil  excellent  ma- 
jeHy  in  council. 

His  majefty  in  council  was  this 
day  plealed  to  order,  *  that  the 
parliament,  which  Hands  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Tnurlday,  the  24th  of 
this  inftant,  Auguft,  fliould  be 
further  prorogued  to  Thurfday, 
the  28th  day  of  September  next. 

,  About  fix  o’clock  in  the 
'  *  afternoon,  as  the  phaeton 

of - Manners,  Efq;  fon  of  lord 

W.  Manners,  was  Handing  in  Ar¬ 
lington  -  ftreet,  St.  James’s,  the 
horfes  fuddenly  took  fright,  and 
ran  into  Piccadilly  at  a  furious 
rate,  and  threw  down  a  man  who 
had  a  cliild  in  Ids  arms.  Both  the 
man  and  child  were  -  greatly 
bruifed ;  but  it  unfortunately 
happened  that  the  man,  had  a 
bottle  of  aqua-fortis  in  his  hand  : 
the  bottle  was  broke  in  the  fall, 
and  great  part  of  the  liquid  pour¬ 
ing  upon  the  child,  occafioncd  a 
molt  Blocking  and  terrible  feene 
of  mifery  and  diftrefs  ;  nor  had 
the  man  much  better  fortune. 
The  cloaths  of  both  were  on  fire, 
their  bodies  moH  horridly  burnt, 
fwelled,  and  their  eyes  doled  up, 
&c.  The  cries  of  the  child  were 
truly  pitiable.  At  length  their 
cloaths  were  cut  off  (for  they  could 
not  otherwife  be  got  off),  and 
they  were  put  into  linen  furnifhed 
by  the  neighbours,  and  carried  to 
St.  George’s  Holpital,  without 
hopes  of  their  recovery. 

,  Came  on  at  the  Guild- 
2^"i  '  hall  of  the  city  of  BriHol, 
before  juHice  Nares  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  trial  between  Mr.  Caton 
plaintiff,  and  a  captain  and  lieu¬ 
tenant  in  the  imprefs  ferv-ice  de- 
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fendants,  on  a»  aiffion  for  illegally 
imprelling  and  imprifoning  the 
plaintiff  in  July  1 779,  he  having 
at  no  time  aded  in  any  other  ca¬ 
pacity  than  as  owner  or  maHcr  of 
a  veffel  at  fea ;  when  the  jury 
gave  a  verdift  in  his  favour  with 
50I.  damages.  The  damages  were 
laid  at  5000I. 

Lately  was  prefented  to  the  lord 
mayor  of  York,  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Portland,  a  duller  of  Sy¬ 
rian  grapes,  the  largeH,  it  is  fup- 
pofed,  that  ever  grew  in  England. 
Its  girt  round  was  five  feet  nine 
inches,  and  its  weight  1 1  pounds 
10  ounces. 

A  Blocking  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted  at  Milton,  near  ChriH- 
Church,  Hants,  by  a  gang  of 
fmugglers,  who  went  to  the  houfe 
of  Mr.  John  BuBey,  officer  of 
culloms,  called  him  up,  and  frac¬ 
tured  his  fkull  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  feven  pieces  were  taken  from 
it.  He  lived  in  great  agony  till 
the  27th,  when  he  expired. 

Cambridge ,  Auguft  18.  On  Mon- 
day  laH,  Anne  Jeffrey  and  Mary 
Wells,  two  poor  women  belonging 
to  Cambridge,  who  had  been  in 
the  fields  to  glean,  were  found  by 
the  road  fide  in  a  kind  of  Hupor, 
by  a  gentleman  who  was  returning 
home.  On  enquiry,  it  appeared, 
they  had  been  ignorantly  eating 
the  berries  of  the  deadly  night- 
fhade.  The  gentleman  very  hu¬ 
manely  brought  the  poor  women 
to  Mr.  Hoffman,  chymift,  on  the 
Peafe-hill,  who  immediately  ap¬ 
plied  proper  remedies,  and  both 
the  women  are  now  perfecily  re¬ 
covered. 

Many  inftances  might  be  given 
of  tiie  fatal  effects  of  this  plant. 
Two  young  EngliBi  gentlemen, 

travelling 
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travelling  in  France,  and  being 
thirfty,  were  tempted  by  the  in¬ 
viting  appearance  of  the  berry,  of 
which  they  imprudently  eat,  which 
brought  on  an  immediate  dupor, 

O  #  X  ' 

and  occafioned  their  death.  Two 
fludents  in  the  botanic  garden  at 
Leyden  alfo  eat  of  the  berries  of 
the  nightfhade  ;  one  of  them  died 
the  next  day,  the  other  with  great 
difficulty  was  recovered  About 
feven  years  ago,  a  labourer  who 
was  at  work  in  Trinity- College, 
ignorantly  eat  a  plant  of  the  night¬ 
fhade  by  way  of  fall  ad,  but  for¬ 
tunately  applied  to  Mr.  Hoffman, 
by  whom  he  was  'cured.'  The 
method  of  cure,  recommended  by 
Mr.  Hoffman,  is  to  give  a  vomit 
as  foon  as  poffible,  then  to  drink 
vinegar  or  lemon  juice,  about  a 
pint  diluted  in  an  equal  quantity 
of  water,  in  the  courfe  of  the  day, 
and  to  walk  the  patient  about  to 
prevent  deep,  which  would  be 
fatal.  For  the  information  of  our 
readers,  we  add  a  botanical  de- 
feription  of  the  plant. 

Belladonna,  deadly  nightfhade, 
or  dwale :  Item  erect,  forked, 
branched,  three  or  four  feet  high; 
leaves  oval,  entire,  large,  hairy, 
foft,  pointed  ;  dowers  dead  pur¬ 
ple,  numerous,  on  pedicles  from 
the  alas  of  the  leaves,  fi-ngle ; 
fruit,  when  ripe,  a  large  black 
gloffy  berry  ;  it  grows  in  woods, 
hedges,  &c.  and  is  ripe  in  June, 
July,  and  Auguft.  The  Italians 
give  the  name  of  Belladonna  to 
this  plant,  becaufe  the  ladies  in 
Italy  make  ule  of  a  water  diftilled 
from  the  nightfhade  as  a  cofmetic  ; 
and  the  miniature  painters  prepare 
from  the  fruit  a  mod  beautiful 
green  colour.  , 

Soon  after  the  accident  above- 
mentioned,  five  foldiers  belonging 


to  the  Suffex  regiment  of  militia,- 
quartered  near  Dorking,  Surry, 
were  violently  affefled  by  eating 
of  the  berries  of  the  nightfhade  * 
but  fortunately,  after  dx  or  eight 
day’s  illriefs,  were  all  recovered. 

Poland ,  Auguji  7 .  Vyr e  have  re¬ 
ceived  affecting  accounts  from 
Audrian  Moldavia,  that  the  lo- 
cuds,  which  appeared  in  autumn 
lad  in  the  didridt  of  Herza  in  that 
province,  having  then  depodted 
their  eggs,  they  now  appear  ill  a 
thousand  times  greater  number 
than  lad  year,  and  are  two  inches 
long  ;  they  are  divided  into  three 
formidable  armies  ;  the  fird  ex¬ 
tends  feven  leagues  in  length,  and 
nine  in  breadth,  from  Herza  to 
Potuffian ;  the  fecond  extends 
from  Roman  to  the  Danube,  which 
is  about  eight  leagues  ;  and  the 
third  from  Jaffy  to  Beffarabia: 
they  have  dedreyed  all  the  grafs, 
fruit,  and  even  leaves  of  the  fo~ 
red  trees,  but  have  not  yet  touched 
the  vines  or  the  wheat ;  they  are 
as  yet  too  young  to  fly,  and  if, 
when  they  rife,  the  wind  fets  to¬ 
wards  Audrian  Moldavia,  that 
fine  country  will  be  ruined^ 

Leghorn ,  Auguft  12.  We'  hear 
from  Rome,  that  they  had  a 
ludrum  (or  a  numbering  of  the 
people)  there  on  the  24th  of  June* 
when  it  appeared  there  were  in 
that  city  155, 184  inhabitants  ;  of 
whom  were  36,485  houfe-keepers. 
In  this  number  were  included 
3847  monks,  2827  fecular  prieds, 
1910  nuns,  1065  ftudents,  147a 
alms-houfe  poor,  7  negroes,  and 
52  perfons  not  Romans.  The 
numbers  born  from  June  24,  1779, 
to  June  24,  1780,  were  5228,  and 
the  burials  7181. 

Paris ,  Auguji  2i.  The  king^ 
ever  attentive  to  give  his  fubjedls 

fredi- 
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frefh  proofs  of  his  love  and  equi¬ 
ty,  would  have  his  name-day, 
Auguft  25,  marked  by  an  adt  of 
benevolence  to  his  people.  In 
confequence,  his  majefty,  of  his 
own  proper  motion,  has  abolifhed 
on  that  day,  la  qucjlion  prelimi- 
naire ,  (the  torture)  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  a  barbarous  cuftom, 
preferved  fince  the  ages  of  igno¬ 
rance,  criminals  were  put  to,  a 
moment  before  their  execution. 
The  edidfc,  ordaining  that  abo¬ 
lition,  will  foon  appear,  and  the 
fovereign  courts,  who  have  long 
lamented  that  cuftom,  though 
obliged  to  put  it  in  execution, 
will  receive  the  new  law  with 
rapture. 

P  eterjburg ,  Augujl  26.  This 
evening,  at  about  eight  o’clock, 
this  city  was  terribly  alarmed  by  a 
dreadful  fire  breaking  out  in  the 
hemp  magazine,  which  raged  with 
fuch  violence,  that  it  was  not  only 
impoflible  to  flop  its  burning  down 
the  warehcufe,  but  even  its  com¬ 
municating  to  feveral  veifels  that 
were  loaded  and  loading  with 
hemp,  flax,  oil,  and  cordage, 
which,  being  all  combuftible 
goods,  made  the  conflagration 
very  tremendous ;  and  had  not 
the  flames  taken  another  direction, 
the  whole  quarter  of  Waiily- 
Oft  row  mu  ft  have  been  burnt. 
The  Are,  however,  communicated 
to  a  magazine  which  was  furround- 
ed  with  water,  and  contained  great 
part  of  the  laft  crop  of  tobacco 
which  grew  in  the  Ukraine.  The 
fire  burnt  three  days,  and  the  da¬ 
mage  done  by  it  is  reckoned  at 
two  millions  or  roubles ;  the  num¬ 
ber  of  people  who  have  loft  their 
lives  is  not  yet  known,  but  from 
various  circumftances  it  is  not 
doubted  but  it  muft  be  very 
great. 

Vol.  XXIII. 


N  I  C  L  E.  [225 

Died,  At  Simanfton,  Mrs. 
Suf.  Evifon,  aged  108. 

At  Liverpool,  Mr.  W.  Ellis, 
aged  130  years  and  6  months. 

At  his  feat  at  Anterrnonie,  John 
Bell, ESq;  who  101715,  1716, 
1717,  1718,  accompanied,  as 

phyflcian  and  furgeon,  Peter  the 
Great’s  embafly  to  Perfia,  and 
in  1719,  1720,  1721,  that  to 

China,  of  which  he  published  a 
particular  account  in  2  vols.  4to, 
Glafgow,  1 762,  ftnoe  reprinted 
in  2  vols.  izmo. 

Sir  John  Jefferfon,  Knt.  aged 
96.  * 

At  Epping,  Mr.  Ed.  Brinton, 
aged  102. 

At  Blackwall,  Capt.  T.  Welch, 
aged  98. 

W.  Raymond,  Efq;  aged  96. 

At  his  lioufe  in  Piccadilly,  R. 
Hutchinfon,  Efq;  aged  97. 

At  Plaiftow,  Capt.  W.  Mon¬ 
tague,  aged  97. 

Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Dillon,  late 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  chapel  in 
Moortields,  where  he  had  lefided 
for  36  years,  till  it  was  deftroyed 
by  the  mob  in  the  late  riots ;  at 
the  fame  time  his  houfe  having 
been  totally  pulled  down,  his 
books  and  houShold  furniture 
burnt,  without  even  a  bed  being 
left  for  him  to  lie  on  ;  the  Shock 
he  received  from  fuch  barbarous 
treatment  deeply  afFedled  his  health 
and  fpirits,  and  is  fuppofed  to 
have  haftened  his  death.  He  was 
a  younger  brother  of  the  ancient 
family  of  Preudfton,  in  the  county 
of  Meath,  in  Ireland  ;  and  his 
character  was  universally  refpedted 
and  eftecmed  by  a  numerous  ac¬ 
quaintance. 

Of  convulftons  in  the  ftomach, 
occasioned  by  eating  muShrooms 
Slewed  in  a  bell- metal  faucepan, 
Ch.  Maitland,  Efq;  of  Raynham. 
[P]  S  E  P- 
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SEPTEMBER. 


^  A  proclamation  was  iflued 
by  the  king  in  council,  for 
difiolving  the  piefent  parliament, 
and  declaring  the  calling  cf  ano¬ 
ther ;  the  writs  for  which  to  bear 
date  on  Saturday  the  2d  day  of 
this  inftant  September,  and  to  be 
returnable  on  T uefday  the  3  1  ft  clay 
of  G&ober  following. 

,  This-  day  there  was  a 
'  *  numerous  meeting,  in  the 

portico  of  Covent  Garden  church, 
in  older  to  eledt  two  proper  per- 
fons  to  reprefent  the  city  of  Weft- 
m  in  her  in  the  enfuing  parliament, 
when  the  Rip-ht  Hon.  Lord  Lin- 

O 

coin.  Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney, 
bart.  and  the  Hon.  Charles  Fox, 
were  put  in  nomination  as  candi¬ 
dates.  The  majority  of  hands  be¬ 
ing  declared  in  favour  of  Lord 
Lincoln  and  Sir  George  Rodney, 
a  poll  was  demanded  for  Mr.  Fox. 
n  1  A  court  of  huttings  was 
1‘  held  at  Guildhall,  for  the 
election  of  four  members  to  repre¬ 
sent  this  city  in  the  enfuing  parlia¬ 


ment. 

Upon  the  feparate  fhew  of  hands, 
the  fheriffs  declared  the  election 
to  have  fallen  unon  Aldermen 

ji 

Hayley,  Bull,  Sawbridge,  and 
Newnham. 

Mr.  Alderman  Town  fend  de¬ 
clined  any  conteft  ;  but  the  friends 
of  Aldermen  Kirkman  and  Clarke 
demanded  polls,  which  commenc¬ 
ed  at  four  o’clock. 

A  county  court  was  held 
3 4’’“'  at  Brentford,  for  the  elec¬ 


tion  of  two  members  to  reprefent 
the  county  of  Middlefexin  the  en- 
luing  parliament. 

About  eleven  o’clock  the  under 
fheriff  opened  the  buflnefs  upon  a 
temporary  huttings  built  for  that 
purpofe  ;  and  after  reading  the 
writ,  and  the  adis  of  parliament 
refpedling  the  mode  of  election, 
John  Wilkes  and  George  Byng, 
Efqrs.  were  propofed  as  candidates 
by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr.  Taylor  ;  no 
other  perfon  being  put  in  nomina¬ 
tion,  thefe  gentlemen  were  de¬ 
clared  of  courfe  unanimoufly 
eledied. 

This  morning  about  half  paft 
four  o’clock,  a  duel  was  fought  in 
Fly de -Park  between  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Bate,  of  Surrey- ftreet,  and  Mr.  R. 
a  ftudent  of  the  law,  late  cf  St, 
John’s  College,  Cambridge.  The 
quarrel  nroie  from  fome  circuo- 
ttances  relating  to  the  con'd udl 
of  the  Morning- Pott,  in  which 
they  are  both  engaged.  The 
chance  of  the  firtt  fire  falling  to 
Mr.  B.  he  difcharged  his  pittoi, 
and  hit  Mr.  R.  in  the  flefny  part 
of  the  right  arm  ;  the  wound, 
however,  was  not  fufHcient  to  in¬ 
capacitate  him  from  returning  the 
fire,  which  he  did,  but  without 
effect.  The  feconds  now  inter- 
pofed,  and  the  a  flair  was  ad- 
jolted. 

At  three  o’clock,  the  poll 
flnifhed  at  Guildhall,  for  1 
four  reprefen tatives  for  this  city, 
when  the  numbers  were:  for  Alder- 

1 

man 


F  r. 

Sat. 

Haley 

228 

424 

Kirkman 

160 

349 

Bull 

151 

294 

Newnham 

137 

/ 

Sawbridge 

152 

280 

Clarke 

1  JO 

J74 

S 


M. 

rr. 

w. 

Th. 

Fr. 

Tot. 

547 

951 

73  1 

583 

598 

4062 

511 

9 1 1 

729 

563 

59 1 

3804 

427 

698 

5 1 2 

478 

59° 

3150 

437 

7°  3 

577 

425 

485 

3°36 

347 

583 

49  2 

4  99 

604 

2957 

239 

400 

349 

241 

25  8 

1771 

Soon 
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Soon  after  the  poll  clofed,  ad¬ 
vice  was  received  from  Margate, 
that  Mr.  Alderman  Kirkman  died 
on  that  day  at  that  place. 

This  day  the  poll  finally  clofed 
for  the  borough  of  Southwark  ; 
the  numbers  flood  as  follows: 

For  Sir  Richard  Hotharn  1 177 
Mr.  Polhill  -  1025 

Mr.  Thrale  -  769 

£  1  The  event  of  yefterday’s 

1  ‘  1‘  bufinefs  is  that  Mr.  Kirk¬ 
man  will  be  returned,  as  of  courfe, 
and  there  will  be  a  new  writ  iflued 
for  the  election  of  a  member  in  his 
flead,  after  the  meeting  of  par¬ 
liament. 

k  A  moft  alarming  tempeft 

/  *  of  thunder  and  lightning 

threw  the  inhabitants  of  Eaftbourne 
in  Kent  into  the  utmoft  conflerna- 
tion.  A  flream  of  eledtrical  fire 
fell  upon  the  houfe  occupied  by 
Mr.  Adair,  next  to  that  in  which 
Pri  nee  Edward  reflded  ;  and  juft 
at  the  clofe  of  the  ftorm,  when  the 
feverity  of  it  was  fo  far  fubfided  as 
to  leave  no  apprehenfions  of  dan¬ 
ger,  two  of  Mr.  Adair’s  fervants 
were  going'  out  to  view  an  engage¬ 
ment  at  fea,  when  the  coachman, 
who  was  foremoft,  was  flruck  in- 
ftantly  dead,  and  thrown  back 
againft  the  butler,  who,  without 
being  fenfible  of  the  caufe,  fell 
likewife  to  the  ground.  Upon  re¬ 
covering  his  furprize,  he  ran  up 
flairs  in  anfwer  to  the  bell  which 
was  rung  by  the  houfe-keeper. 
The  butler’s  report  fuggefted  the 
receflity  of  enquiring  after  the  reft 
of  the  family.  Upon  opening  the 
dining-room  door,  Mr.  Adair  was 
found  lying  on  the  floor,  apparent¬ 
ly  in  a  ftat.e  of  infenfibifity.  He 
had  fuftained  a  fevere  ftroke,  which 
aiiecled  his  whole  left  fide,  and 
particularly  his  arm,  which  was  at 
flrit  fuppofed  to  have  been  broken. 


Amidft  the  hurry  and  confufion* 
the  footman’s  abfence  was  not  no¬ 
ticed,  who  had  fhared  in  his  fel¬ 
low- fervant’s  fate;  he  was  found 
flretched  out  on  tKe  floor  in  the  pan¬ 
try,  and  actually  dead.  Mils  Adair 
was  in  her  room  drefling,  and, 
though  the  wood-work  of  the  bed, 
from  which  ftie  had  juft  rifen,  was 
fhivered  in  pieces,  fhe  very  hap¬ 
pily  did  not  fuftain  the  leafl  per¬ 
sonal  injury.  The  houfe,  appen¬ 
dages,  and  furniture,  were  much 
damaged,  the  chimney  fplit,  and 
partly  thrown  down,  the  windows 
fhattered,  looking-glaffes  broken* 
bell-w'ires  in  fome  of  the  rooms 
melted,  and  cornices  difplaced.  In 
the  room  where  the  footman  was 
found,  a  large  ftone,  forming  a 
part  of  the  front-wall,  was  forced 
out  of  its  place.  A  feal-ring  (on 
Mr.  Adair’s  finger)  was  cracked 
round  the  fetting  of  the  ftone,  and 
the  watch  which  was  in  his  pocket 
bore  the  appearance  of  being  bat¬ 
tered.  A  very  extraordinary  cir- 
cumftance  regarding  the  coachman 
was  this  ;  though  it  was  evident, 
from  the  livid  marks  on  his  breaft; 
that  he  received  the  fatal  ftroke 
there,  the  lightning  had  perforated 
a  round  hole  in  the  lower  part  of 
his  wig  behind,  which  exhibited 
no  figns  of  being  burnt,  but  looked 
as  if  it  had  been  cat  with  a  pinking 
iron. — None  of  the  neighbouring 
houfes  received  damage. 

This  morning  the  lord  ^ 
mayor  held  a  wardmote  at 
Guildhall  for  the  ele&ion  of  an  al¬ 
derman  for  the  ward  of  Cheap, 
in  the  room  of  John  Kirkman,  Efq; 
deceafed,  when  William  Creigh¬ 
ton,  Efq;  a  Weft-India  merchant, 
was  chofen  without  oppofition. 

The  fame  day  the  trials 
ended  at  the  feifions  houfe 
in  the  Old-Bailey,  when  feventeen 
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pri  Toners  were  tried  ;  three  of 
whom  were  convided  of  felony, 
two  of  riots,  and  twelve  were  ac¬ 
quitted  ;  14  capital  convids  re¬ 
ceived  judgment  of  death. 

j  At  the  clofe  of  the  poll 
this  day  for  the  city  and  li¬ 
berty  of  Weftminder,  the  numbers 
were  as  follow  : 

For  Sir  G.  Bridges  Rodney  5298 
Hon.  Charles  Fox  4878 

Lord  Lincoln  4157 

y  j  Lord  Lincoln  having  laif 
night  given  up  the  conteft 
for  Wedminder,  by  declining  the 
poll,  this  day  the  high  bailiff  re¬ 
turned  Sir  George  Rodney,  and 
the  Lion.  Charles  Fox,  duly  elec¬ 
ted.  Lord  Lincoln  then  demanded 
a  fcrutiny,  which  is  to  begin  on 
the  10th  of  October.  Admiral 
Young,  as  proxy  for  Admiral 
Rodney,  and  Mr.  Fox,  were  then 
chaired,  and  carried  in  triumph 
th  rough  different  ftreets  to  the 
Duke  of  Rutland’s,  Duke  of  Port¬ 
land’s,  and  Duke  of  Devonfhire’s ; 
after  which  they  were  brought 
back  to  Covent  Garden  to  the 
committee  room,  amidft  a  nume¬ 
rous  crowd  of  fpeddators. 

Leipfick,  Sept.  22.  The  famous 
town  of  Gera,  fo  renowned  for  its 
manufadures,  is  now  no  more.  A 
mod  violent  fire  broke  out  there 
on  the  1 8th,  which  in  a  very  ffort 
time  made  fuch  rapid  prog  refs 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  extinguifh 
it,  particularly  as  the  wind  blew 
very  drong,  and  carried  the  flakes 
of  lire  from  one  part  to  another, 
which,  as  the  houfes  are  modly 
covered  with  wood,  cut  and  placed 
in  the  imitation  of  flates,  foon 
made  the  conflagration  general. 
In  ffort,  one  cadle,  an  hofpital, 
and  fome  fm all  houfes,  which  were 
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out  of  the  town,  are  all  that  are 
left  out  of  744  houfes,  of  which  that 
town  was  compofed  ;  within  the 
walls  not  one  houfe  is  danding. 
The  lofs  in  merchandize  of  various 
forts,  corn,  manufadures,  &c.  is 
immenfe,  and  a  very  great  num¬ 
ber  of  perfons,  of  all  ages,  are 
faid  to  be  miffing.  In  ffort,  the 
defolation  of  this  once  douriffing 
town  of  Gera  is  fcarce  to  be  equal¬ 
led  in  hiftory/1 

On  the  2  2d  ult.  arrived  at 
Stromnefs,  the  Pvefolution  and  Dif- 
covery,  commanded  by  Captain 
Gore  and  Captain  King,  after  a 
voyage  of  four  years  and  four 
months  on  difcoveries.  Their  prin¬ 
cipal  objedl  was  to  fearch  for  a 
North  Ead  or  North  Wed  paffage 
from  the  fea  of  Kamfkatka  to  Eu¬ 
rope.  This  they  have  determined 
not  to  exid,  at  lead  for  any  com¬ 
mercial  purpofe.  It  is  faid  they 
have  difcovered  a  confiderable 
group  of  new  illands  in  the  South 
leas,  and  that  they  have  explored  a 
trad  of  country  on  the  wedern  coad 
of  America,  of  the  extent  of  up¬ 
wards  of  20  degrees  of  latitude. 

Lad  month  a  violent  ffock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  in  Flint  and 
Denbigh  ffires :  alfo  in  Anglefca 
and  at  Caernarvon,  but  not  at 
Conway ;  drongly  at  Llunrwd, 
acrofs  the  vale  of  Clvvyd,  at  Down¬ 
ing  and  Holivvell,  which  lad  place 
was  the  furthed  it  could  be  traced 
in  Flintffire. 

Died,  At  Inch,  in  the  county 
of  Wexford,  Mr.  Henry  Grofve- 
nor,  furveyor  of  the  coad  at  Black- 
water,  aged  13  j  years.  He  was  of 
French  extradioii,  very  fparing  in 
his  diet,  and  ufed  much  exercife ; 
no  one  preferved  moie  what  the 
French  call  the  youth  of  old  age, 

being 
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being  an  agreeable  chearful  com¬ 
panion,  a:  the  age  of  100,  when 
he  married  his  la ll  wife. 

At  Winterborne,  Hants,  Sufan 
Edmonds,  aged  104. 

OCTOBER. 

j  At  a  court  of  common 
council  held  at  Guildhall,  a 
motion  was  made  that  the  cham¬ 
berlain  do  immediately  lay  before 
the  court  an  account  of  all  mo¬ 
nies  paid  out  of  the  chamber  on 
account  of  the  lord  mayor,  which 
was  carried  in  the  affirmative. 

The  chamberlain  withdrew,  and 
returned  with  an  account,  which 
being  read, 

A  motion  was  made  that  the 
fum  of  8 1 4I.  is.  paid  on  account 
of  the  lord  mayor’s  view  of  the 
river  and  expedition  to  Windfor, 
ought  not  to  be  defrayed  by  the 
city,  being  totally  unneceftary  and 
highly  extravagant.  This  brought 
on  great  debate,  which  lafted  for 
near  an  hour  and  a  half,  when  the 
previous  queftion  was  put,  and  car¬ 
ried  in  the  negative  ;  the  firil 
queftion  was  then  put,  and  refolv- 
ed  in  the  affirmative. 

In  confequence  of  its  being 
thrown  out  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  that  the  audit  dinners  in 
general  were  very  extravagant,  Mr. 
Sheriff  Sainfbury  made  a  motion 
that  in  future  the  expences  at  the 
auditing  the  city  and  Bridgehoufe 
accounts,  do  not  exceed  50I.  which 
was  unanimoufly  agreed  to. 

A  motion  was  made,  and  queftion 
put,  that  the  chamberlain  do  not 
pay  the  lord  mayor  more  than  the 
fum  of  352I.  19s.  of  the  balance 
due  to  his  lordfnip  out  of  the  am¬ 
ple  allowance  given  by  *his  city. 


I  C  L  E.  [22, 

This  caufed  freffi  debates,  which 
lafted  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  the 
lord  mayor  declined  to  put  the 
queftion  for  fome  time,  but  hav¬ 
ing  confented,  the  queftion  being 
pat,  it  was  refolved  in  the  affirm¬ 
ative. 

Advice  was  this  day  received, 
that  the  Fairy  Hoop  of  war,  and 
the  Veftal  frigate,  being  cruifing 
on  the  Newfoundland  ftation,  they 
fell  in  with  and  took  an  American 
packet,  on  board  of  which  was 
Mr.  Laurens,  Prefident  of  the 
Congrefs. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Laurens  per¬ 
ceived  the  Englilh  armed  boat 
make  up  to  the  veflel  in  which  he 
was,  he  threw  the  box  that  con¬ 
tained  the  letters  overboard  ;  but 
the  lead  that  was  annexed  to  it 
proving  infufficient  for  finking  it 
immediately,  one  of  the  daring 
tars  belonging  to  the  Veftal  leaped 
from  the  boat,  and  kept  it  afloat 
till  the  reft  affifted  him  in  recover¬ 
ing  it. 

Mr.  Laurens  was  bound  to  Hol¬ 
land,  with  a  commiffion  from  the 
Congrefs ;  and  the  purport  of  his 
bufinefs,  k  is  faid,  was  of  fuch  a 
nature  as  muft  have  produced  hofti- 
lities  between  this  country  and  the 
States,  if  this  accident  had  not 
intervened.  The  papers  are  of 
confequence  which  have  been  found 
in  the  box  above-mentioned  ;  they 
contain  an  explicit  detail  of  his  bu¬ 
finefs  with  the  States,  and  a  full 
defcription  of  his  powers  and  com- 
miffion  there. 

On  Friday,  Oflober  6th,  about 
twelve  o’clock,  purfuant  to  an  or¬ 
der  for  that  purpofe,  Mr.  Laurens 
was  brought  in  a  hackney  coach  to 
Lord  Germaine’s  Office,  accompa¬ 
nied  only  by  Mr.  Addington.  The 
Earl  of  Iiilllborough,  Lord  Vif- 
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count  Stormont,  and  Lord  George 
Germaine,  three  of  his  majedy’s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  at¬ 
tended  jay  his  maje fly’s  Solicitor- 
genera.!,  being  prefent,  Mr.  Lau¬ 
rens  went  under  a  loop-  examina- 
tion,  which  laded  till  near  fix 
o’clock,  when  a  warrant  of  com¬ 
mitment  was  made  out,  figned  by 
the  three  Secretaries  of  Slate,  com¬ 
mitting  him  a  dole  prifoner  to 
the  Tower.  Mr,  Laurens  was  con¬ 
veyed  privately  foon  afterwards,  as 
before,  in  a  hackney-coach,  ac¬ 
companied  by  two  military  officers, 
and  two  meffengers,  who  were  1  ike- 
wife  named  in  the  warrant.  They 
arrived  at  the  Tower  about  feven 
o’clock,  and  delivered  their  pri- 
loner  into  the  cudody  of  the  go¬ 
vernor. 

.1  In  confequence  of  an  ad- 
7  *  arefs  to  hisrnajefty,  from  the 

Houfe  of  Commons,  dated  the  6th 
of  July  lad,  the  claims  of  a  confi- 
de table  number  of  fufFerers  by  the 
late  rebellious  infurredlions,  have 
been  laid  before  the  Board  of 
Works,  the  principal  officers  of 
which  have  made  a  report  thereof 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Treafury. 

^  A  mod  violent  whirlwind 
or  tornado  burft  on  Ham¬ 
mer  fmith,,  Roehampton,  Rich¬ 
mond,  Kingfton,  and  the  envi¬ 
rons.  The  ftorm  fee  ms  to  have 
come  in  one  direblion  from  S.  to 
N.  it  beat  open  the  S.  door  of 
Hammerfmith  church,  though'  a 
very  drong  one,  and  the  chan¬ 
delier  becoming  a  condudlor  to 
the  lightning,  it  pad  direftly 
through  the  church,  and  beat  out 
a  very  large  Gothic  window  on 
the  north  fide,  which  was  full 
of  llrohg  workman  {hip  both  in 
fron  and  done  ;  tore  down  the 
floats  of  ip ni e  houfes,  blew  down 


walls,  and  tore  up  large  ’trees  by 
the  roots ;  all  the  windows  on  the 
S.  fide  of  the  church  were  broken 
by  tiles  from,  the  adjacent  houfes9 
The  time  of  its  duration  at  Ham¬ 
merfmith  did  not  exceed  four  mi¬ 
nutes.  At  Roehampton  a  barn 
with  fome  poor  people  in  it  was 
blown  down,  and  feven  out  of -ele¬ 
ven  were  fent  to  the  hofpital  ;  a 
liable  full  of  horfes  was  likewife 
deftroyed.  The  effeds  of  the 
lightning  on  the  ground  of  the 
fields,  and  of  the  dorm  on  the 
larged  trees,  was  mod  alionifhing, 
and  dill  continue  to  draw  a  con- 
courfe  of  fp  eel  a  tors.  It  has  been 
laid,  but  we  do  not  vouch  it,  that 
the  dorm  carried  a  large  tree  clear 
aero  is  the  Thames. 

The  viol1  nt  dorm,  which  did  fo 
much  damage  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  London,  was  dill  more  fe- 
verely  felC  at  Cherhurgh  on  the 
coad  ©f  Trance,  where  feveral  duos 
were  driven  out  of  the  bay ;  the 
fea  rofe  to  an  alarming  height;  at 
Vologne  the  convent  was  ftruck 
with  the  lightning  ;  in  the  fored 
of  Tour  le  Ville  the  trees  were  fet 
on  fire  by  the  flafh.es,  which  were 
inceflant  for  fome  time  ;  in  fhort, 
the  inhabitants  on  that  part  of  the 
coad  for  many  miles  were  thrown 
into  the  utmod  condensation. 

The  council-houfe  at  Salifbury, 
a  building  erebled  about  200  years 
ago,  and  containing  the  law  courts, 
was  burnt  down.  It  was  obferved 
on  fire  at  five  in  the  morning,  and 
extinguifhed  by  nine.  Happily 
the  charters,  pictures,  and  furni¬ 
ture,  were  faved. 

Mr.  Langdale,  the  didil-  , 
ler,  whofe  houfes  were  de-  1  /  x  • 
droyed  by  the  rioters  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  June  lad,  brought  his  ac¬ 
tion  againft  the  lord  mayor  by  ar- 
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reft,  for  the  recovery  of  40,000!. 
being  a  lofs  fuftained  by  the  negli¬ 
gence  of  the  city  magiftrates. 

n  The  fefiions  ended  at  the 
21  *  Old  Bailev,  when  the  fol- 
lowing  perfons  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  Anne  Lavendar,  for 
dealing  a  metal  watch,  a  pair  of 
done  buckles,  a  diamond  ring, 
and  fome  apparel,  the  property  of 
Mary  Adams,  at  her  houfe  in 
Southampton-ftreet,  Bloomfbury  ; 
James  Johnfon  and  Richard  Brown, 
f or  dealing  two  geldings,  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  James  Crow,  out  of  his 
field  at  Edinford,  in  Bedfordfhire  ; 
Richard  Hapgood,  for  dealing  a 
quantity  of  wearing  apparel,  the 
property  of  Mr.  Adams,  in  his 
houfe  in  Hatton-ftreet  ;  Georgs 
Bifhop,  a  letter-carrier  in  the  Ge¬ 
neral  Pod-Office,  for  felonioufly 
fecreting  a  letter  fent  by  the  poll 
from  Burnley  in  Lancafhire,  from 
Mr.  Greenwood,  directed  to  MefT. 
Hitchen  and  Wood,  in  Chandois- 
dreet,  containing  a  bill  of  ex¬ 
change  to  the  value  of  30].  and 
which  was  found  concealed  between 
two  boards  in  a  cellar,  part  of  the 
apartments  of  the  prifoner,  in  Jeru- 
falem-court ;  Margaret  M‘C’lach- 
lan  and  Mary  Allen,  for  robbing 
William  Copping,  in  a  dwelling 
houfe,  whom  they  dabbed  in  the 
face,  and  threatened  to  dig  out 
his  eyes  ;  and  Richard  Hill,  for 
dealing  linen  to  the  value  of  27I. 
in  the  dwelling  houfe  of  Mr.  Lewis, 
oppolite  the  Man  fi  on  -houfe. 

A  young  man  was  tried  at  the 
above  fefiions  on  a  charge  of  bur- 

.  O 

glary  and  robbery  ;  all  the  fa£ts 
were  drongly  againft  him,  but  a 
point  of  law  faved  his  life;  the 
breaking  and  entering  was  juft 
upon  the  eve  of  the  day,  and  hap¬ 
pened  not  to  be  after  dark;  the 


recorder  therefore  obferved  to  the 
jury,  that  the  prifoner  was  entitled 
to  acquittal  for  the  burglary  ;  but 
he  was  found  guilty  of  the  felo- 
nv,^  and  the  recorder  immediately 
pronounced  fentence  of  three  year9 
hard  labour  on  the  river  Thames. 
The  judge  obferved,  that  it  was  the 
nicety  of  the  law  queftion  which 
preferved  him  from  a  capital  con¬ 
viction,  and  not  any  mitigation  of 
the  real  fadt  charged  ;  that  for  fo 
heinous  an  offence  it  was  neceffary 
to  make  an  example  to  deter  fuch 
daring  offenders  in  future. 

A  court  of  common-  ,  , 
council  was  held  at  Guild-  2  1 1# 
hall,  when  a  motion  was  made 
and  earned  to  defend  the  lord 
mayor  and  fheriffs  in  the  fuit  com¬ 
menced  by  Mr.  Langdale,  after  a 
debate,  and  the  opinion  of  the  re¬ 
corder,  which  went  diredtly  to 
that  end. 

A  motion  to  difeharge  an  alder- 
man  with  the  coils  of  a  contro- 
verfy  between  him  and  his  parifh, 
as  to  the  right  of  ferving  church¬ 
warden,  was  adjourned. 

The  expences  of  courts  of  con- 
fervancy  were  limited  to  300I.  in 
every  mayoralty.  The  vacancies 
in  all  committees  were  ordered  to 
be  filled  up  at  a  fecond  court. 

A  motion  was  made,  feconded, 
and  refolved,  that  the  court  have 
infpehtion  of  all  bibs  drawxn  upon 
the  corporation,  and  that  no  mo¬ 
ney  be  paid  out  of  the  chamber 
without  the  fpecial  direClion  of 
the  court  of  common  -  council. 
Some  obfervations  upon  former  ac¬ 
counts  w^re  mentioned,  which  re¬ 
quired  a  nicer  enquiry  into  all  fu¬ 
ture  claims,  that  thejuilice  of  them 
may  be  alcertained. 

This  day  the  new  parlia-  ^ 
ment  met;  his  majefty  as  3 

[PJ  4  ufual 
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Etfual  afcended  the  thronein  his  royal 
robes;  and  being  feated,  Sir  Fra. 
Molineux,  gentleman  ufher  of  the 
black  rod,  was  Cent  with  a  meffage 
to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  com- 
pianding  their  attendance,  when 
his  majeky’s  pleafure  was  kgniked 
to  them  by  the  lord  chancellor, 
that  they  fhould  return  to  their 
Houfe  and  chufe  a  fpeaker,  to  be 
prefented  to  his  majeily  for  his 
royal  approbation  the  next  day  at 
two  o’clock.  They  accordingly 
chofe  Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall, 
Efq; 

This  evening  thp  ceremony  of 
the  chri^ening  of  the  young  prince 
was  performed  in  the  Great  Coun- 
pil-Chamber,  by  his  Grace  the 
Archbilhop  of  Canterbury.  His 
royal  highnefs  was  named  Alfred. 
The  fponfors  were  his  Royal  High¬ 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  his 
Royal  Highnefs  the  Prince  Bifhop 
of  Ofnaburgh,  and  her  Royal 
Highnefs  the  Princefs  Royal, 

A  feffion  of  oyer  and  terminer 
and  gaol  delivery  of  the  High 
Court  of  Admiralty  of  England, 
was  held  before  Sir  James  Marriot, 
knt.  Judge  of  the  High  Court  of 
Admiralty,  and  Mr.  Juftice  Heath  ; 
when  James  Robinfon  was  tried  for 
piratically  and  felonioufly  running 
away  with  a  merchant  brig,  called 
the  Hermipne,  in  the  Jamaica 
trade.  The  jury  acquitted  the  pri¬ 
soner. 

There  being  nq  pther  bills  of 
indidlment  found  by  the  grand 
jury,  the  court  was  adjourned. 
There  were  many  other  prifoners 
remanded  tq  prifon  till  next  fef- 
jions. 

Paris ,  Ofi.  1^.  M.  de  Sartine, 
the  miniker  of  the  marine,  is  dif- 
iniffed.  On  Friday  laid,  at  two 
Cf  clock,  M.  Amelot,  Miniker  and 


Secretary  of  State,  went  to  him  in 
the  name  of  the  king,  and  de¬ 
manded  his  date  papers.  It  is 
faid,  that  he  delivered  to  him  a 
letter  from  the  king,  who  thanked 
him,  m  obliging  terms,  for  his 
fervices  in  -the  marine, 

The  fucceffor  in  the  above  im¬ 
portant  port,  is  M,  de  Caikres, 
lieutenant  general,  and  the  com¬ 
mandant  of  the  Gendarmerie  ; 
and  yeflerday  morning  he  went 
to  Marly,  where  the  court  is  at 
prefent.  and  there  took  the  oaths 
to  the  king  in  quality  of  miniiler 
of  the  marine. 

Died,  At  Staunton,  Cumber¬ 
land,  Mrs.  M,  Smith,  aged  104. 

Ac  Fintray,  Scotland,  J.  Tay¬ 
lor,  aged  108, 

At  Taunton,  Tames  Codrim*- 
ton,  Efq;  aged  104. 

At  Wincheker,  Mrs.  Clark,  aged 
105. 

In  Bright’s  Alley,  Gray’s-Inn- 
Jane,  Elizabeth  Swanbrook,  aged 
in. 

Mrs.  Brad  thaw,  formerly  of 
Drury-lane  theatre.  Thecircum- 
ftances  of  her  death  are  worth  relat¬ 
ing.  She  had  a  few  years  ago  adopt¬ 
ed  a  young  girl ;  but  the  uncom¬ 
mon  care  which  lhe  had  taken  of 
her  education,  and  the  fatal  con- 
fequence  which  has  attended  the 
want  of  fuccefs  of  her  adopted, 
makes  it  now  believed  that  (he 
was  really  Mrs.  Rradlhaw’s  own 
daughter  ;  for,  upon  her  return 
from  France,  fhe  was  engaged  to 
dance  at  Plymouth  ;  hut  whether 
from  the  length  of  the  dance,  the 
timidity  of  the  performer,  or  the 
jll-nature  or  ignorance  of  the  au¬ 
dience,  fhe  was  hiked.  The  effect 
this  misfortune  had  upon  Mrs. 
Bradfhaw  was  truly  tragical.  She 
fell  into  fits  inftantly,  was  convey- 
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ed  home  raving  mady  and  died  in 
a  fhort  time  after. 


NOVEMBER. 

The  Ioffes  fuftained  by  va- 
1  *  rious  perfons  during  the  riots, 
as  delivered  to  the  Board  of  Works, 
amounted,  previous  to  the  adver- 
tifements  from  that  office,  to 
130,0001.  Since  thofe  advertife- 
ments  feveral  other  articles  have 
been  given  in,  fuch  as  Newgate, 
a  prifon  in  the  Borough,  the  tol  1- 
houfes  on  Black- Friars- bridge, 
&c.  So  that  on  the  prefent  lift 
the  damages  amount  to  about 
i8o,oool. 

Oxford ,  Now.  2.  Laft  week  di¬ 
vers  tradefmen  of  this  city  were 
defrauded  of  fums  to  the  amount 
of  upwards  of  tool,  by  a  female 
fharper  of  very  genteel  addrefs  and 
appearance,  who  had  made  Ox¬ 
ford  her  refidence  for  about  three 
weeks  paft,  in  company  with  a 
perfon  who  fpoke,  or  affeCted  to 
/peak,  broken  Englith,  and  whom 
fhe  called  her  hufband.  This  fraud 
was  effected  by  negociating  falfe 
and  counterfeit  notes  on  copper¬ 
plate  cheques.  Thofe  put  off  here 
were  filled  up  in  an  exceeding  good 
hand,  payable  to  Robert  Pearce 
or  order,  at  a  banker’s  in  Lom¬ 
bard- ftreet,.  London  ;  the  laft  in- 
dorfer,  A.  Clifford  ;  and  it  feems 
the  lady  had  daily  pradlifed  the 
art  of  going  from  fhop  to  (hop  in 
an  affable  way,  purchafmg  trifles 
with  ready  money,  and  telling  the 
people  fhe  fhould  be  a  better  cuf- 
tomer  hereafter,  being  come  to 
make  a  confiderable  ftay.  Having 
thus  made  a  flight  acquaintance, 
the  day  fhe  left  Oxford  file  went 
rftund  and  took  up  fflver  and  other 


goods,  every  where  taking  change 
out  of  her  counterfeit  notes.  The 
feveral  articles  thus  taken  up  they 
likewife  found  means  to  carry  off 
laft  Friday  night,  affifled  by  a 
third  perfon,  their  accomplice,  and 
who  went  off  with  them  privately 
after  dark  in  the  fame  poft  chaife. 
Upon  breaking  open  the  door  of 
the  apartment  where  they  lodged, 
in  a  large  leather  trunk  (fuppofed 
to  contain  their  wearing  apparel, 
which  they  alfo  left  locked)  were 
found  only  a  couple  of  walking 
fticks. 

In  the  Court  of  King’s  . 

o  j  Oth 

Bench,  the  Attorney  Gene¬ 
ral  prefented  a  bill  of  indictment 
againft  George  Gordon,  Efq;  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  Geo.  Gordon, 
to  the  grand  jury,  which  they  very 
foon  returned,  finding  a  true  bill. 

Mr.  Dunning  obtained  a  . 
mandamus  from  the  court  G"*1, 
of  King’s  Bench  to  transfer  flock 
at  the  bank,  which  was  refufed  by 
the  directors,  on  pretence  that  baf- 
tards  could  not  devife'  by  will ; 
which  was  held  nugatory. 

The  report  was  made  to  . 
his  majefty  in  council,  of  n* 
the  nrifoners  under  fen  fence  of 

1 

death  in  Newgate,  who  were  con¬ 
victed  laft  September  feffions,  when 
the  following  were  ordered  for 
execution  on  Wednefday  the  2zd 
inftant,  viz.  Samuel  Baker,  Stew¬ 
ard  Montague,  Thomas  Cox,  Jo- 
feph  Freeman,  Mary  Gardner, 
jofeph  Carter,  Abraham  Danford 
and  William  Newton,  Benjamin. 
Kinder,  and  Thomas  Humphreys. 

The  following  were  refpited  dur¬ 
ing  his  majefty’s  pleafure,  viz.  John 
Harris,  Grace  Maddocks,  George 
Duff'ey,  and  George  Watfon. 

This  evening  came  on  by  peti¬ 
tion,  before  the  twelve  judges  at 

Ser- 
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SerjeantVInn-li all,  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Hart,  againft  the  benchers  of 
Grdy’s-Inn,  for  refufmg  to  cail 
him  to  the  bar  on  account  of  his 
having  taken  the  benefit  of  an  A& 
of  Xnfolvency  ;  when,  after  hearing 
counfel,  they  were  unanimoully  of 
opinion  that  the  petition  be  dif- 
mified.  Al]  the  judges  were  pre¬ 
fen  t  on  the  occafion. 

22cj  This  morning  the  fol¬ 
lowing  malefactors  were  car¬ 
ried  in  three,-  carts  from  Newgate 
to  Tyburn,  where  they  were  all 
executed  according  to  their  fen- 
tence,  viz.  William  Edwards, 
Steward  Montague,  Samuel  Baker, 
Abraham  pan  ford,  William  New¬ 
ton,  Thomas  Cox,  Benjamin  Kin¬ 
der,  Mary  Gardner,  and  jofeph 
Carter,  who  was  drawn  on  a  fledge. 
They  all  behaved  very  penitently  ; 
particularly  Danford,  who  left  the 
following  curious  paper  in  the 
hands  of  the  ordinary. 

Newgate  Cells,  Nov.  21,  17  Bo. 

t(  Seniible  of  the  injuries  X  have 
Committed  againft  many  people 
who  have  been  defrauded  by  me, 
and  having  nothing  before  me  but 
the  profped  of  a  fpeedy  diffolution, 
and  an  ignominious  one  ;  as  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  make  any  refti- 
tution  to  the  feveral  perfons  who 
have  been  injured  by  me,  but  do 
for  their  fatisfadlion  declare  the 
principal  tranfa&ions  I  have  been 
guilty  of,  or  concerned  in. 

The  method  I  chiefly  put  in 
practice  was  forging  the  pelt-  mark 
<pf  different  towns,  which  X  put  on 
a  piece  of  paper  made  up  as  a 
letter,  and  then  went  to  the  inns 
where  the  coaches  came,  and  heard 
the  parcels  called  over;  then  went 
to  a  public-houfe  near,  and  wrote 
the  direction  on  the  letter  the  fame 
as  \vas  on  the  parcel  X  had  fixed 
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on.  The  book-keepers,  feeingthe 
direction  the  fame,  and  the  poft- 
roanc  on  it,  they  ufualiy  gave  me 
what  I  a fked  for,  on  paying  their 
demand.  ° 

I  he  following  are  the  principal 
tranfaflions  I  have  been  concerned 
in,  which  I  can  at  prefen t  recoi¬ 
led!  : 

In  September  1777,  I  got  a  par¬ 
cel  fent  from  Norwich,  directed  to 
Smith,  Wright,  and  Gray,  which 
contained  bills  to  the  amount  of 
5C0I.  and  upwards;  one  of  them 
lor  2i6i.  i"s.  was  drawn  on  Mr. 
Gauffen,  in  St.  Helen’s,  which  X 
carried  for  acceptance,  and  pre¬ 
vailed  on  him  to  give  me  the 
cafh,  allowing  him  the  difeount.  I 
wrote  John  Watkins  on  the  bill, 
and  likewife  on  the  draft,  which 
Mr.  Gauften  paid  me  ;  the  amount 
1  received  in  cafh  at  the  Bank  of 
England.  Two  more  of  the  bills 
I  left  for  acceptance,  and  the  others 
I  deftroyed- 

In  J a ! y ,  1778,  X  obtained  a  box 
at  the  Bull  and  Mouth  Inn  fent 
from  Birmingham  in  the  fame 
manner.  After  hearing  the  feve¬ 
ral  parcels  called  over,  I  fixed  on 
a  box  directed  to  Mr.  Ford,  Lom- 
bard-ftreet  5  I  had  a  letter  in  my 
pocket  with  the  Birmingham  poft- 
mark  on  it,  and  went  to  a  public- 
houfe  juft  by  and  wrote  the  fame 
direction  as  on  the  box.  On  Ihew- 
ing  the  letter  to  the  book-keeper, 
he  immediately  gave  me  the  box, 
which  X  carried  to  Cheapfide,  took 
a  coach  home,  opened  it,  and 
found  upwards  of  100L  in  cafh, 
and  fome  bills;  feveral  I  nego- 
ciated,  and  the  others  I  returned 
in  a  cover  to  Birmingham,  to  the 
perfons  who  lent  them,  Meff.  Whit¬ 
worth  and  Yates.  Two  of  thefe 
bills  X  negociated  at  Hazard’s  for 
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tickets ;  two  with  Mr.  Cox  for 
gold;  and  one  with  Mr.  Crafton 
for  dockings,  which  his  man  car¬ 
ried  to  a  box-maker,  in  Bifhops- 
gate-ftreet,  where  I  bought  a  box 
to  pack  them  in.  I  indorfed  thofe 
bills  in  the  name  of  Thomas 
Downer,  Tooley-ftreet,  and  after¬ 
wards  conveyed  the  box  to  Mr. 
Ford’s  houfe,  and  there  left  it. 

Soon  after,  I  obtained  a  parcel 
directed  to  Sir  William  Lemon 
and  Co.  wherein  was  a  letter  and 
account,  the  writing  of  which  ap¬ 
peared  very  much  like  mine.  I 
copied  the  iettcr  with  an  addition, 
deiiring  them  to  purchafe  25  lot¬ 
tery  tickets,  which  I  afterwards 
underftood  they  did  ;  I  defired 
they  might  be  delivered  to  a  per- 
fon  who  would  call  for  them;  I 
fent  a  ticket  porter  for  them,  who 
foon  returned,  and  faid,  they  would 
not  deliver  them. 

Soon  after  I  began  pra&ifing  the 
invention  of  the  pod-mark,  I  went 
to  the  Green  Dragon,  in  Bifhops- 
gate-dreet,  and  fixed  on  a  parcel 
from  Lynn,  diredted,  I  think,  to 
Melf.  Boydells,  Cadle-dreet,  Lei- 
cefter- fields — I  produced  the  letter, 
and  received  the  parcel ;  on  open¬ 
ing  it,  I  found  it  contained  only 
a  parcel  of  livery  cloaths,  and 
a  letter;  I  found  by  the  letter 
that  MefT.  Boydells  were  in¬ 
debted  to  the  perfon  who  fent  the 
cloaths  about  30I.  (I  think  his 
name  was  Curtis) — I  wrote  a  let¬ 
ter,  indead  of  the  other,  as  com¬ 
ing  from  Mr.  Curtis,  tilling  them 
I  had  burnt  my  hand,  and  that  I 
could  not  write  myfelf,  but  had 
got  a  neighbour  to  write  for  me, 
and  I  drew  a  bill  at  fight  for  25I. 
which  they  paid  to  the  porter  I 
fent  for  the  money.  I  was  afraid 
it  would  not  fuit  MefT.  Boydells 
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to  pay  the  bill  at  fight;  and  to 
deceive  them  the  more,  I  defired 
them  in  the  letter  to  enquire 
about  a  ticket  in  the  State  Lottery, 
which  L  knew  was  drawn  a  500L 
prize  a  few  days  before,  telling 
them  it  was  the  property  of  myfelf 
(meaning  Curtis),  and  if  it  was 
a  prize,  I  would  fend  it  to  them  to 
fell  for  me. 

Another  parcel  I  obtained  from 
the  Bell  and  Crown,  Holborn, 
directed  for  Mr.  Fox,  Cheapfide, 
containing  a  piece  of  Irifh  cloth, 
and  leveral  bills,  two  of  which  I 
negociated  ;  one  of  them  was 
drawn  on  Smith,  Wright,  and 
Gray,  for  50I.  which  I  paid  Hornfiby 
and  Pearce  for  lottery  tickets ;  the 
others,  about  20I.  I  received  in 
cafh.  Another  parcel  I  obtained 
from  the  King’s  arms.  Snow-hill, 
directed  to  Mr.  Bedford,  Friday- 
ftreet,  containing  fome  dimity,  &c. 
which  I  iold  for  what  I  could  get. 

I  alfo  obtained  a  bafket  from, 
the  Spread  Eagle,  Gracechurch- 
ftreet,  dire£ted  to  Mr.  Stock,  linen- 
draper,  containing  a  goofe,  and  a 
bill  on  Mr.  Branwaite,  which  he 
accepted,  and  I  negociated  it  at  a 
refiner’s,  in  Caftle-fireet,  near  Al- 
derfgate-ftreet. 

I  was  the  foie  a6tor,  and  had  no 
accomplices,  in  all  the  above 
frauds  ;  and  I  hope  no  perfon  will 
ever  reflect  on  my  poor  wife  and 
children,  or  fuppofe  they  were  in. 
any  manner  concerned  with  me. 
I  folemnly  declare  they  are  per- 
fedlly  innocent,  and  were  never 
acquainted  with  any  one  fraud  I 
have  committed.  I  make  this  con- 
fefiion  voluntarily,  for  the  fatif- 
fa&ion  of  the  many  perfons  that 
have  been  injured  by  me,  and 
prevent  fufpicion  from  being  cafi: 
on  innocent  perfons.,  having  fre¬ 
quently 
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quently  difcovered  that  was  the 
confequence  of  the  frauds  I  prac- 
tifed.  I  declare  this  folemnly  to 
be  a  true  and  voluntary  confef- 
fion, 

Abraham  Damford,” 

Witnefs,  J.  Villete, 

Ordinary  of  Newgate. 

His  majefty  was  pleafed  to  re- 
fpite  Thomas  Humphreys  and  Jo- 
ifeph  Freeman,  until  further  figni- 
ftcation  of  the  royal  pleafure. 

Of  the  convifts  under  fentence 
of  death,  the  following  are  order¬ 
ed  for  execution  on  Wednefday  the 
29th,  viz.  George  Bifhop,  Robert 
Hill,  and  Margaret  M'Lochlan. 

The  following  are  refpited  :  Ann 
Lavender,  Rich.  Hapgood,  James 
Johnfon,  and  Richard  Brown. 

,  This  being  the  day  ap- 
2/  '  pointed  for  the  election  of  a 

repre  fen  tative  for  this,  city  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Alderman  Kirkman,  the  drawing 
of  the  lottery  at  Guildhall  ceafed 
at  ten  o’clock.  About  twelve, 
near  a  thoufand  liverymen  were  a f- 
fembled,  and  the  fheriffs,  having 
waited  for  the  lord  mayor  till  near 
one  o’clock,  afcended  the  huftings 
in  his  abfence,  with  the  Aldermen 
Townfend,  Bull,  Wilkes,  Saw- 
bridge,  Hay  ley,  Thomas,  Clarke, 
Burnell,  attended  by  the  city  offi¬ 
cers.  The  writ  for  the  election, 
and  the  aft  of  parliament  againft 
bribery  being  read,  the  lord  mayor, 
and  all  the  aldermen  not  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  were  then  put  in  nomina¬ 
tion,  and  diftinguifhed  accurately 
in  the  popular  manner,  according 
to  ancient  cuftorn  ;  but  the  whole 
jffiew  of  hands  being  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Sawbridge,  he  was  declared 
by  the  ftienffs  duly  elefted. 


This  being  St.  Andrew’s  ^  < 

day,  the  Royal  Society  held 
their  anni-verfary  meeting  at  their 
apartments  in  Somerfet-place,  when 
the  President  (Mr.  Banks)  in  the 
name  of  the  fociety,  prefented  the 
gold  medal  (called  Sir  Godfrey 
Copley’s)  to  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Vince,  for  his  paper,  entitled  “  An 
Tnveftigation  of  the  Principles  of 
Progreffive  and  Rotatory  Motion.” 
The  prefident  on  this  occafion  de¬ 
livered  a  fhort  but  elegant  oration 
on  the  great  utility  of  Mr.  Vince’s 
paper. 

Died,  At  B  oxford,  Plerts, 
Thomas  Field,  a  labouring  man, 
aged  102.  His  father  was  104, 
his  uncle  93,  his  brother  95,  and 
fcarce  any  of  the  family  have  died 
under  ninety. 

At  Bhllynakill,  in  Queens  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ireland,  Mr.  J.  Woodworth, 
aged  1 1  2. 

At  Celbridge,  in  the  county  of 
Kildare,  Mrs.  Mary  M‘Kee,  aged 

I  30. 

Near  Stevenage,  Mr.  j.  Thorpe, 
age  109, 


DECEMBER. 

Was  tried  in  the  Court  of  , 
Common-Pleas,  Weilminfter, 
before  Lord  Loughborough,  by  a 
fpecial  jury,  a  caufe  between  juf- 
tice  Wiimot,  for  damages,  by  the 
deflruftion  of  his  houfe  at  Bethnal- 
green  and  in  Worfhip-ftreet,  and 
damage  in  his  garden,  plaintiff, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftrift 
of  Bethnal-green,  defendants.  Af¬ 
ter  hearing  evidence,  and  the  re¬ 
ports  of  the  furveyors  employed 
by  both  parties,  the  jury  went 
out,  and  having  ft  aid  about  half 


CHRONICLE.  [237 


an  hour,  returned  with  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff,  for  the  repair  of 
the  houfes  on  Bethnal-green  and 
in  Worfhip-ftreet,  6 z 5 1 .  and  fpe- 
cial,  in  the  words  of  the  Ad,  for 
furniture  deftroyed  by  perfons  af- 
fembled,  700I.  alfo  for  damage 
done  to  the  garden  by  the  rioters. 


3°1. 

1  Thomas  Dill  was  tried  at 
the  Old  Bailey  for  the  mur¬ 
der  of  Robert  Curfon,  a  young 
furgeon,  pupil  to  Dr.  Ford.  The 
deceafed  was  vifiting  an  old  gen¬ 
tleman,  who  laboured  under  a  vio¬ 
lent  paralytic  complaint.  The 
prifoner  was  charged  with  having 
affaulted  the  deceafod  while  he  was 
in  the  apartment  of  the  old  gen¬ 
tleman,  in  whofe  prefence  he  was 
charged  with  having  beat  the  de¬ 
ceafed  in  a  very  cruel  manner; 
and  with  having  afterwards  puffed 
him  out  of  the  window,  three  do- 
ries  high  into  the  dreet,  by  which 
the  deceafed  had  his  fkuil  fractur¬ 
ed  to  pieces,  and  was  killed  on 
the  fpot. 

There  was  only  one  witnefs  who 
could  fpeak  pofuively  to  the  fadt ; 
and  this  was  the  old  gentleman, 
whom  the  deceafed  was  vifiting  as 
a  patient,  when  he  was  affauited  1 
by  the  prifoner.  He  was  90  years 
of  age,  and  fo  deaf,  that  it  was 
with  difficulty  he  could  hear,  and 
at  the  fame  time  he  was  fo  affiidled 
with  the  palfy,  that  he  could  bare¬ 
ly  anfwer  by  the  monofyllables 
Yes  and  No.  As  therefore  it  was 
impoffible  for  him  to  give  the 
court  a  narrative  of  the  melancho¬ 
ly  bufinefs,  the  counfel  for  the 
profecution  were  going  to  put  what 
they  called  leading  quellions,  by 
which  they  would  have  told  the 
particulars  themfelves,  and  would 
have  required  only  the  monofylla- 


ble  Yes  from  the  witnefs  to  con¬ 
firm  the  fuggellions  contained  in 
their  quellions  :  but  the  court 
would  not  fuffer  this,  as  it  was  to¬ 
tally  inoonfiftent  with  the  practice 
of  the  courts  of  juftice:  however, 
this  was  an  occafion  on  which  this 
pra&ice  might  perhaps  have  been 
difpenfed  with,  without  the  lead 
violation  of  j  uftice  :  particularly  as 
there  was  fome  ground,  from  what 
dropped  from  feveral  perfons  ex¬ 
amined  on  the  trial,  that  this  was 
the  fecond  murther  with  which  the 
prifoner  had  been  charged.  The 
court,  however,  was  determined  ; 
and  as  the  old  gentleman  was  dis¬ 
abled  by  infirmities  from  giving 
fuch  teflimony  as  the  court  would 
receive,  the  prifoner  efcaped  from 
the  hands  of  juftice,  to  the  vifible 
mortification  of  every  one  in  court. 

The  mother  of  the  deceafed  was 
in  one  of  the  galleries  ;  and  when 
Hie  underftood  that  the  prifoner 
was  difeharged,  flie  broke  out  into 
the  mod  frantick  rage,  and  prayed  « 
that  the  blood  of  her  child  might 
fall  upon  the  heads  of  both  court 
and  jury  for  fuffering  his  mur- 
therer  to  efcape  with  impunity. 
When  fhe  had  fpent  h'jr  rage  in 
bitter  imprecations,  fhe  fainted 
away  ;  and  the  court  feeling  no 
fpark  of  refentment,  for  what  they 
knew  to  be  extremely  natural  in 
an  affiifted  parent,  called  out  to 
the  people  near  her,  and  requeued 
that  they  would  kindly  take  care 
of  her,  and  fee  that  fhe  did  not 
hurt  herfelf  while  out  of  her 
fenfes. 

This  morning  was  tried  in 
the  Court  of  King’s  Bench, 
before  Mr.  Juftice  Afhhurft,  a 
caufe  wherein  Mr.  j.  Maberley, 
of  Little  Queen-dreer,  was  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  two  gentlemen  of  the 

Hundred 
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Hundred  of  Ofluldon,  defendants. 
The  adtion  was  brought  for  the 
recovery  of  903I.  for  repairing  his 
houfes  and  diops,  and  1159I.  for 
furniture,  flock  in  trade  and  uten- 
fils,  dedroyed  in  the  late  riots. 
The  court,  after  examining  feveral 
relpe&alle  witneffes,  was  fully  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  juffnefs  of  the 
Claims,  and  the  jury  gave  their 
verdict  accordingly,  making  it  fpe- 
cial  for  furniture  and  flock  in 
trade. 

The  fame  day  the  feffion  ended 
at  the  Old  Bailey,  when  the  fol¬ 
lowing  convidts  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz  Patrick  Madan,  J. 
Bailey  and  William  Chetham,  for 
fiealing  in  the  fliop  of  Charles 
Storer,  in  Sidney’s  -  alley,  Lei- 
cefter  -  fquare,  four  gold  watch 
chains  and  thirty-eight  gold  rings ; 
Elizabeth  Hylett,  for  fiealing  four 
guineas  and  a  half  privately  from 
the  perfon  of  James  Winfliip  ;  and 
Tho.  Brown,  for  dealing  a  mare, 
the  property  of  Barnard  Donally  ; 
Michael  Daniel,  for  robbing  Mr. 
Lane  on  the  highway  near  Shep¬ 
herd’s-  bufb  of  two  guineas  ;  Wil¬ 
li  m  Thompfon,  alias  Bennett, 
for  robbing  Mr.  William  Johnfon 
of  fome  money  near  Kilburn 
Wells ;  Jofeph  Cook,  for  robbing 
Anne  Marfano,  in  Palfgrave-place, 
of  ys.  or  8s.  and  ufing  her  very 
cruelly  and  indecently;  Jofeph 
Caddie,  for  breaking  open  the 
dwelling- houfe  of  Mary  Newftead, 
with  intent  to  deal  her  goods,  &c. 
nine  were  fentenced  to  hard  labour 
on  the  river  Thames;  19  to  hard 
labour  in  the  Houfe  of  Corredlion; 
fix  to  be  privately  whipped,  and 
one  publickly ;  and  fix  delivered 
on  proclamation. 

1  A  motion  was  made  be¬ 
fore  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
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in  LincolnVInn-hall,  to  fet  adds 
a  late  order  againd  Mr.  Morris, 
for  contempt  of  court,  in  not 
obeying  an  order  to  bring  the 
body  of  Mils  Harford,  with  whom 
he  had  eloped  in  her  infancy* 
Mr.  Erfkine,  as  council  for  Mr. 
Morris,  contended,  that  feveral 
mal-prailices  had  been  ufed  in  the 
courfe  of  the  late  proceedings  ; 
that  the  affidavits  were  at  lead  ir¬ 
regular,  if  not  falfe  ;  that  the  bills 
died  were  antedated;  and  that 
though  he  could  not  undertake  to 
invalidate  the  accuracy  of  the  Re- 
gider  Offices,  yet  the  plaintiffs 
fhouid  be  obliged  on  oath  to  prove 
the  authenticity  of  the  dates  ;  hisf 
client  having  left  England  previous 
to  any  procefs  being  indituted 
againd  him  in  Chancery,  and  con- 
iequently  the  late  order  fhouid  be 
fet  adde.  Thefe  were  the  princi¬ 
pal  fails  on  which  the  motion  was 
founded.  The  Lord  Chancellor 
obierved,  that  he  could  nol  fet 
adde  a  motion  of  his  predeceffor,- 
or  fuppoie  it  improvidently  grant¬ 
ed,  upon  bare  afiertions  only  ;  and 
that  Mr.  Morris  fhouid  have  come 
prepared  to  contradict  the  grounds 
on  which  the  order  was  made,  bv 
well- atteded  affidavits ;  that  he  was 
ready  then,  or  at  any  other  time, 
to  enter  into  fuch  a  hearing,  and 
to  receive  fuch  tedimony  if  it  couid 
be  produced  ;  but  that  till  fuch 
evidence  could  be  fairly  brought 
before  him,  he  could  not,  in  his 
own  opinion,  let  adde  the  order. 
The  Lord  Chancellor  therefore  de¬ 
clined  giving,  any  judgment,  and 
the  motion  for  di (charging  the  or¬ 
der  is  to  be  made  again  de  no-vo ,  and 
the  whole  matter  re- argued. 

The  caufe  between  Mr.  , 
Langdale  plaintiff,  and  the 
S.an- fire  office  defendant,  came  on 
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to  be  tried  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
when  a  verdidl  was  given  againft 
the  plaintiff,  there  being  an  ex¬ 
ception  in  the  policy  of  affurance 
again  11  fires  occafioned  by  ci-vil  or  ?ni- 
lit  ary  commotions ,  Sc  c. 

,  Two  Jew  ladies  of  emi- 

’  nence  were  baptized  at  the 
KingVchapel ,  St. -James’s,  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Bailey. 

„  ,  Mr.  Morris’s  adjourned 

1  C  motion  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  to  be  releafed  from  the 
order  of  the  late  Chanccfor  for  his 
commitment  for  a  contempt,  came 
to  a  final  decifion,  after  rrmny  in¬ 
genious  arguments  and  eloquent 
fpeeches,  as  well  by  Mr.  Morris’s 
council,  Mefif.  Macdonald,  Selvvyn, 
and  Erikine,  as  bythe  counfel  againft 
him,  who  were  the  Solicitor-gene¬ 
ral,  Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  Jack- 
fon.  The  bufinefs  lafted  four 
hours,  and  at  the  end  of  it,  the 
Chancellor  was  pleafed  to  deter¬ 
mine  that  he  would  neither  fet 
afide  the  order  nor  enforce  it :  fo 
Mr.  Morris  went  out  of  court,  and 
the  w'hoie  affair  is  juft  as  it  was  be¬ 
fore  it  began. 

A  Society  of  Antiquaries  was 
inftituted  this  day  at  Edinburgh. 
An  affociation  of  this  nature  has 
long  been  a  favourite  objedt  of  the 
Earl  of  Buchan.  His  lord fh i p 
communicated  the  plan  he  had 
formed  to  fome  of  the  moft  accom- 
plifhed  and  refpedlable  gentlemen 
in  this  country,  and  was  happy  to 
find  that  it  not  only  received  their 
approbation,  but  excited  the  ftrong- 
eft  wifhes  to  fee  an  inftitution, 
which  promifed  fo  much  utility  to 
the  nation,  eftablifiied  on  a  firm 
and  permanent  balls.  Embolden¬ 
ed  by  this  encouragement,  his 
lordihip  ventured  at  laft  to  invite 
a  number  of  perfons,  whom  he 


thought  qualified  to  be  members 
of  luch  an  affociation,  to  meet  at 
his  houfe  on  the  14th  of  Novem¬ 
ber  laft.  To  thefe  gentlemen  he 
read  a  difPourfe,  containing  a  view 
of  the  principal  objedts  in  the  Hif- 
tory  and  Antiquities  of  Scotland, 
which  required  elucidation,  and 
of  the  regulations  to  be  obferved 
in  the  propofed  fociety ;  both  of 
which  received  the  unanimous  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  members  prefent. 
At  a  fubfequent  meeting,  his  lord- 
fhip  was  prevailed  on  to  permit  the 
difeourfe  to  be  printed,  that  the 
public  might  have  proper  ideas 
concerning  an  inftitution  fo  inter- 
efting  to  the  nation.  It  wras  then 
agreed,  that  a  meeting  fhould  be 
held  on  Monday  the  14th  curt, 
for  the  purpofe  of  eledling  office 
bearers.  The  members  according¬ 
ly  met,  and  the  bufinefs  of  elec¬ 
tion  being  finiffied,  a  paper  was 
read,  giving  an  account  of  various 
Roman  weapons  difeovered  in  drag¬ 
ging  the  Marie  from  the  bottom  of 
Doddingflon  Loch  ;  and'  we  learn 
that  the  worthy  proprietor.  Sir 
Alexander  Dick,  is  to  give  fpeci- 
mens  of  them,  to  be  preferved  in 
the  fociety’s  mufeum. 

CI  be  following  is  a  lijr  of  the  O ff.  ce¬ 
lt  ear  ers. 

“  Prefident,  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Bute;  ift  vice  prefi¬ 
dent,  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Buchan  ;  2d  vice  prefident,x  the 
Kon.  Sir  John  Dairy m pie  Hamil¬ 
ton  Macgill,  Bart.  3d  vice  prefi¬ 
dent,  John  Swinton,  of  Swinton, 
Efq;  4th  vice  prefident,  Alexander 
Wright,  Efq;-  advocate  ;  5th  vice 
prefident,  Wm.  Tyler,  of  Wood- 
liouflee,  Efq;  treafurer  ;  Sir  Wm. 
Forbes,  of  Pitfligo,  Bart,  fecre- 
tary;  James  Cum  my  ng,  Efq;  keep¬ 
er  of  the  Lyon  Records.” 

Died, 
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Died,  At  Carrickfergus,  in 
Ireland,  Mr.  James  0‘Brien,  aged 
1 14.  He  ferved  as  a  paymader 
ferjeant  in  the  wars  in  Ireland,  in 
the  reign  of  James  II. 

Near  Buxton,  Derbyfhire,  Sam* 
Fidler,  aged  105.  He  walked 
from  his  own  houfe  to  Buxton, 
within  three  days  of  his  death, 
which  is  upwards  of  five  mdes. 
He  has  been  for  three  years  pad  a 
conftant  attendant  at  St.  Anne’s 
Well  in  Buxton,  and  was  fupport- 
ed  chiefly  by  the  company  who  re¬ 
fer  t  eel  there  to  drink  the  waters. 

Mr.  Francis  Vivares,  the  cele¬ 
brated  landfcape  engraver. 

At  his  houfe  in  the  Clofe,  Salis¬ 
bury,  in  the  72d  year  of  his  age, 
James  Harris,  Efq;  F.  R.  S.  Truftee 
of  the  Britilh  Mufeum,  and  mem¬ 
ber  for  Chriftchurch,  Hants,  which 
he  reprefen  ted  in  feveral  fucceffive 
parliaments. — In  the  year  1763  he 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Lords 
Commiffioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
and  was  foon  after  removed  to  the 
Board  of  Treafury.  In  1774  made 
Secretary  and  Comptroller  to  the 
Queen,  which  pod  he  enjoyed  till 
his  death.  He  was  the  fon  of  James 
Harris,  Efq;  and  the  Lady  Eliza¬ 
beth  A  Alley  his  wife,  third  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Anthony,  2d  Earl  of  Shafcef- 
bury,  and  filler  to  Anthony,  3d 
earl,  the  celebrated  author  of  the 
Character! flics,  whole  elegance  and 
refinement  of  tafte  and  manners 
Mr.  Harris  inherited.  In  the 
theory  and  pra&ice  of  rank  he 
had  few  equals.  He  was  a  native 
of  the  Clofe,  and  educated  there 
under  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hele,  in  the 
grammar- fchool  now  kept  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Skinner,  from  whence, 
in  the  year  1726,  he  went  to  Wad- 
ham  College,  in  Oxford.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 


Clarke,  Efq;  Of  Sandford,  in  So- 
meffetfhire,  by  whom  he  had  fe¬ 
veral  children,  three  of  whom  are 
ftill  living,  viz.  Sir  James  Harris, 
Ki  B.  his  Majefty’s  Minifter  Ple¬ 
nipotentiary  and  Envoy  Extraordi¬ 
nary  at  the  Court  of  St.  Peteriburg, 
Katharine  Gertrude,  and  Louifa 
Margaret  Harris*  The  world  is 
indebted  to  him  for  feveral  very 
ingenious  and  learned  publica¬ 
tions,  particularly  three  treatifes, 
publifhed  in  1745,  on  Art,  Mufic, 
Painting  and  Poetry,  and  Happi- 
nefs. — In  1751,  he  publifhed  a  fe~ 
cond  volume,  called  Hermes,  or 
a  Philofophical  Enquiry  concerning 
Univerfal  Grammar.  In  1775,  his 
Philofophical  Arrangements  made 
their  appearance.  It  is  with  great 
pleafure  that  we  learn  this  gentle¬ 
man  had  finiflied,  juft  before  his 
death,  another  ingenious  work, 
entitled  Philological  Inquiries.  His 
good  qualities  as  a  man  are  well 
known  to  a  large  circle  of  his 
friends  and  acquaintance  in  this 
country ;  and  his  great  abilities 
as  an  author  acknowledged  and 
efteemed  by  the  literati  throughout 
Europe. 

In  Harpur- ftreet,  Dr.  John  Fo- 
thergiil,  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  aged  69.  Fie  was  born 
near  Richmond,  in  the  county  of 
York,  fiudied  at  Edinburgh,  and 
came  to  London  about  the  year 
1740,  without  any  other  patron 
than  his  own  merit,  which  brought 
him  rapidly  into  a  raoft  exteniive 
pra&ice.  Lie  was  a  Fellow  of  the 
Royal  College  of  Phyficians  at 
Edinburgh,  of  the  Royal  and  An¬ 
tiquarian  Societies  in  London,  and 
a  member  of  other  learned  as  well 
as  medical  inftitutions,  in  this  and 
foreign  nations,  in  which  his  great 
reputation  as  a  phyfician  is  univer- 

fally. 
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faily  eftablifhed.  .The  exertion  of 
his  great  abilities  was  not  confin¬ 
ed  to  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
the  ltudy  of  nature,  but  was  unre¬ 
mittingly  employed  to  the  promo¬ 
tion  of  the  general  good  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  mankind  :  and  as  his  ex- 
tenfive  knowledge,  public  fpirit^ 
and  many  virtues,  were  not  lefs 
eminent  than  his  medical  fkili,  he 
will  be  defervealy  ranked  among 
the  illuftrious  characters  of  the  pre- 
fent  age. 

Near  Canterbury,  Sir  A.  Man- 
waring,  age  96. 

Near  Ellefmere,  Shropfhire,  Mrs. 
Eliz.  Dallafs*  aged  103. 

In  Lincoln’sTnn-kelds,  Dr.  Gil¬ 
bert  Kennedy,  F.  R.  S.  many  years 
phyfician  to  the  fadtory  at  Lifbon, 
aged  100. 

At  Barnes,  Mr.  Maycock,  mar¬ 
ket-gardener  at  that  place.  His 
death  was  occafioned  by  the  fhock 
his  Ipirits  received  from  the  ftorm 
in  October  fc  (t,  during  which  he 
went  to  the  ftables  to  look  after  his 
liorfes,  attended  by  his  man,  who 
was  (truck  down  and  killed  ciofe 
to  him  by  a  flafh  of  lightning, 
and  the  (table  itfelf  forced  to  a 
confiderable  diltance  from  its  o  i- 
ginal  fituation :  and,  to  complete 
his  alarm,  part  of  the  room  in 
which  his  wife  was  lying-in  (hav¬ 
ing  been  delivered  but  a  few  days) 
was  torn  away  by  the  violence  cf 
the  llorm. 


General  Bill  of  all  the  Chrlftenin^s 
and  B uriah,  from  December  14, 
1779,  to  December  12,  1780. 


Criftened. 
Males  8581 
Females  8053 

In  all  16634 

Vol.  XXiJL 


Buried. 

Males  10206 
Females  103 1 1 

la  all  203 1 7 
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Year 


BIRTHS  for  the  Year  1780. 

jANtJARY. 

The  lady  of  Lord  Vifc.  Galway* 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Roger  Twifden,  Bt. 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Chal.  Arcedekne,  Efq; 
a  fon .  v 

Lady  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fane,  a 
daughter. 

Lady  of  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Fowl  fhend ,  a  d  aughter. 

Lany  of  Sir  Harry  Tralawney* 
a  fon  and  heir. 

Lady  Bagot,  a  daughter. 

February. 

Dutchefs  of  Beaufort,  a  fon. 

.Lady  of  Right  Hon.  Thomas 
Town  fhend,  a  Ion. 

Ladv  of  Lord  Vifcount  Mahon* 
a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Guy  Carleton,  K.  B„ 
a  fon. 

Lady  of  Hon.  Charles  Finch,  a 
fon  and  heir. 

The  Princefs  of  Adurias  of  a 

prince 
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prince,  fince  baptized  by  the  names 
of  Charles,  Dominico,  Eufebius, 
Raphael,  jofeph,  Antonio,  Johan- 
jno,  Nepomuceno,  Gabriello,  Ju- 
iiaon,  Vincent  -  Ferrer,  Andre- 
Avelin,  Louis,  Ferdinand,  Angelo, 
Francifcb,  Pafcal,  joachino,  Caye- 
tan,  Ignacio,  Emanuelo,  Ray¬ 
mond,  Janiverio,  Francifco  de 
Paulo. 

M  ARCH. 

The  Countefs  of  Winterton, 
a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Lord  de  Ferrars, 
a  fon. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Louifa 
Manners,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  the  Lion,  and  Rev.  Dr. 
Cornwallis,  Dean  of  Canterbury, 
a  fon. 

April. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  War¬ 
wick,  a  fon.. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  Har¬ 
rington,  a  fon  and  heir. 

The  lady  of  the  Earl  of  Stor¬ 
mont,  a  fon. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Kin- 
naird,  a  fon  and  heir. 

May. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Portland,  a 
fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Matth.  White 
Ridley,  Barr,  a  fon  and  heir. 

The  lady  of - Wilfon,  Efq; 

daughter  of  Lady  Greenwich,  a 
fon. 

The  lady  of  Sir  George  Brydges 
Rodney,  Bart.-  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Sir  John  Bloi-s,  Bart, 
a  daughter 

J  u  n  s. 

Countefs  of  Radnor,  a  fon. 

Countefs  of  Tankerville,  a 
daughter. 

July. 

Countefs  of  Shelburne,  a  fon. 

Countefs  Percy,  a  daughter. 


The  lady  of  John  Englifh  Dbf- 
hen,  Efq;  a  fon. 

The  lady  of  the  Hon,  Henry 
Stawell  Bilfon  Legge,  a  daughter. 

The  lady  of  Sir  F.  Vincent,  Bart, 
a  fon .  , 

The  lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Tan- 
ered,  Bart,  a  fon. 

August. 

Lady  of  Sir  William  Lorraine, 
lart.  a  fon. 

September. 

Lady  Porchefter,  a  fon. 

2 2d.  Her  Majesty  fafely  deli¬ 
vered  of  a  Prince,  at  Windfor. 

Lady  Brownlow,  a  fon. 

October. 

Dutchefs  of  Rutland,  a  fon. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Pringle,  Bart, 
a  daughter. 

Her  Imperial  Highnefs  the 
Grand  Dutchefs  of  Tufcany,  a 
princefs. 

Lady  of  Sir  W.  Williams  Wynnes 
Bart,  a  daughter. 

November. 

Countefs  of  Carlifle,  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Cock  burn, 
Bart,  a  fon. 

December. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Galloway,  a 
daughter. 

Dutchefs  of  Buccleugh,  a  daugh¬ 
ter. 

Lady  of  John  Coxe  Hippifley, 
Efq;  a  daughter. 

Lady  of  Sir  Thomas  Eger  ton,  a 
fon. 


M  A  R  I  AGES,  1780.-  r 
January. 

John  Covvper,  Efq;  to  Mils 
Cope,  Eher  to  Sir  Charles  Cope* 
Bart. 

Colonel  Gordon,  to  Mifs  Bam- 
fylde,  lifter  of  Sir  Charles,  Bart. 

Thomas. 
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Thomas  Gage,  Efq;  only  Ton 
of  Sir  Thomas  Gage,  Bart. 

Arthur  Earl  of  Arran,  to  Mifs 
Underwood. 

February. 

Richard  Aubrey,  Efq;  youngeft 
fon  of  Sir  Thomas  Aubrey,  Bart, 
to  Mifs  Digby,  daughter  of  the 
late  Hon.  Wriothefly  Digby. 

Thomas  Grimftone,  Efq;  of 
Kilnwick,  to  Mifs  F.  Legard, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  Digby  Le¬ 
gard,  Bart. 

At  the  Caftle,  Dublin,  Almar 
Lowry  Corry,  Efq;  to  the  Pvight 
Hon.  Lady  Harriet  Hobart,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Bucking¬ 
hamshire. 

At  Rome,  J.  Coxe  Hippifley, 
Efq;  to  Mifs  Margaret  Stuart, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Stuart,  Bart, 
of  Allenbank. 

March. 

At  Calcutta,  Sir  John  Doily, 
Bart,  to  Mrs.  Coates. — And  the 
Hon.  Lieut.  Anftruther,  to  Mifs 
Donaldfon. 

April. 

Walter  James  Head,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  James  Head,  Bart,  of 
Langley,  Bucks,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs 
Jane  Pratt,  youngeft  daughter  of 
Lord  Camden. 

Sir  Thomas  Mannoch,  of  Gif- 
ford-hall,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Anaftafia  Browne,  a 
near  relation  of  Lord  Vifcount 
Montague. 

Francis  FortefcueTurville,  Efq; 
to  Mifs  Barbara  Talbot,  niece  to 
the  Earl  of  Snrewfbury. 

May. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Clifford,  eldeft 
fon  of  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Clif¬ 
ford,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs  A.  Lang- 
dale,  daughter  of  the  late  Lord 
Langdale. 

Richard  Brooke,  Efq;  to  Mifs 


Mary  CunlifFe,  fecond  daughter  of 
the  late  Sir  Robert  Cunl’fF  ,  Bart. 

Rev.  Sandford  Harcaffle,  Redtor 
of  Athol  in'  the  county  of  York* 
to  the  Dowager  Countefs  of  Mex- 
borough. 

Major  Vyfe,  to  Mifs  Howard* 
daughter  of  Sir 
K.  B. 

Lord  Parker,  fon  to  the  Earl  cf 
Macclesfield,  to  Mifs  Drake,  of 
Amerfham. 

Mifs  CatherineGrenville,  young- 
eft  fifter  of  Earl  Temple,  to  Mr. 
Neville,  fon  of  Richard  Aldworth. 
Neville,  Efq;  of  Billingbeare, 
Berkfhire.  , 

At  Lifbon,  the  Hon.  Pvobert 
Walpole,  to  Mifs  Diana  Grofett* 
daughter  of  Walter  Grofett,  Efq; 

Robert  Harding,  Efq;  of  Up- 
cott,  to  Mifs  Wrey,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Bouchier  Wrey,  Bart. 

Earl  of  Balcarras,  to  Mifs  Dal- 
rymple. 

Sir  William  Forbes*  Bart,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Sempel. 

J  U  N  E . 

Sir  H.  Dafhwood,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Graham,  niece  to  Lord  Newhaven. 

Earl  of  Tyrconncl,  to  Mifs 
Huffey  Delavai. 

July. 

The  Hon.  Thomas  Fitz-Wil- 
liam,  of  Woolftanton*  in  the 
county  of  Stafford,  fon  to  the  late 
Lord  Vifcount  Fitz-William,  of, 
Mount  Meruin*  in  the  kingdom, 
of  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Agnes  Mac¬ 
clesfield,  daughter  and  coheirefs 

of  the  late - Macclesfield,  of 

Cheflerton,  in  the  faid  county, 
Efq; 

Edward  Knatchbul,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  Edward,  Bart,  to  Mils 
Mary  Hugeffen. 

In  Dublin,  Dennis  Daly,  Efq; 
to  Lady  Harriet  Maxwell. 

[£]  z  '  August 


George  Howard, 
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August. 

Hon.  William  Ward,  to  Mifs 
Bofville. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Grantham,  to 
Lady  Mary  Qrey,  daughter  of  the 
Marchionefs  Grey  and  Earl  of 
Hardwicke. 

George  Thornhill,  Efq;  to  Mifs 
Hawkins,  daughter  to  Sir  Caefar, 
Bart.  / 

Alexander  Murray,  Efq;  of  Ay- 
ton,  to  the  Hon.  Mifs  Mary 
Ogilvie,  daughter  to  the  late  Lord 
Banff. 

October. 

Captain  Garrick,  to  Mifs  Leigh, 
daughter  of  Sir  Gerton  Leigh, 
Bart. 

Montagu  Burgoyne,  Efq;  fon 
of  Sir  Roger  Burgoyne,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Hervey. 

Her  Serene  Highnefs  the  Prin- 
cefs  Augufta  Carolina  Frederica 
Louifa,  eldeft  daughter  of  his  Se¬ 
rene  Highnefs  the  reigning  Duke 
of  Brunlwick,  to  his  Serene  High¬ 
nefs  Prince  Frederick  William 
Charles  of  Wirtem  berg. 

November. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Duncan- 
non,  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Befborongh, 
to  the  fecond  daughter  of  Earl 
Spenfer. 

John  Peter,  Efq;  his  majedy’s 
Conful  at  Odend,  to  Mifs  Eliz. 
Herries,  fider  of  Sir  Robert  Her- 
ries,  Bart. 

December. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  St.  John,  of 
Bletfoe,  to  Mifs  Emma  White- 
bread,  fecond  daughter  of  the 
member  for  Bedford. 

Rev.  Mr.  Tate,  to  Mifs  Moore, 
daughter  of  Sir  John  Moore,  Bart. 

Right  Hon,  Lord  George  Mur¬ 
ray,  Tecond  fon  to  the  late  Duke 
of  Athol,  to  Mifs  Ann  Charlotte 
6 


Grant,  daughter  of  Leut.  General 
Grant. 

His  Excellency  Baron  De  Kutz- 
leben,  the  Heffian  minider,  to  the 
Hon.  Mifs  Dorothy  Wrottedey, 
niece  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Bedford, 
and  lifter  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Graf¬ 
ton  and  Sir  John  Wrottedey. 

Sir  George  Barlow  WTrren,  Bt» 
to  Mifs  Caroline  Clavering,  young- 
ed  daughter  of  the  late  Sir  J.  Cla» 
vering,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Wedderburn,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Dundafs. 


PROMOTIONS,  1780. 

January. 

Brownlow  Duke  of  Ancafler 
and  Kedeven,  to  be  Lord  Lieut, 
of  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

Dr.  George  Chinnery,  Bidiop  of 
Killaloe,  tran dated  to  the  Bifhop- 
rick  of  Cloyne. 

Dr.  Thomas  Barnard,  Dean  of 
Derry,  promoted  to  the  Bilhoprick 
of  Killaloe. 

W.  Cecil  Perry,  M.  A.  Dean  of 
Derry. 

Samuel  Radal,  clerk.  Dean  of 
St.  Flanan  Killaloe. 

Frederick  Earl  of  Carlide,  Lord 
Lieut,  of  the  Ead  Riding  of  York- 
dure. 

Sir  Richard  Wordey,  Governor 
of  the  Xde  of  Wight,  and  fvvorn  of 
the  privy  council. 

Februar  y, 

James  Cunninghame,  Efq;  Ma¬ 
jor  General  of  his  Majedy’s  forces, 
and  Captain  General  and  Gover¬ 
nor  in  Chief  of  Barbadoes. 

Earl  of  Aylefbury,  Lord  Lieut* 
of  Wilts. 

Prifcilla  Barbara  Elizabeth  Bar¬ 
rel  /  the  dignity  of  Baronefs 

Willough- 


C  H  R  O 

Willoughby  de  Erefby,  co.  Lin¬ 
coln.  • 

Right  Hon.  John  Scott,  the  re- 
verfion  of  Clerk  of  the  Common 
Fleas  in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  in 
Ireland. 

Robert  Macqueen,  Efq;  a  Lord 
of  judiciary  in  Scotland. 

March. 

R.alph  Bigland,  Efq;  Claren- 
ceux  king  of  arms,  to  be  a  principal 
king  of  Englifh  arms,  and  a  prin¬ 
cipal  officer  of  arms  of  the  noble 
order  of  the  Garter,  and  alfo  that 
office  which  is  commonly  called 
Garter ;  and  likewife  the  name 
Garter,  with  the  ftile,  liberties, 
pre-eminences,  and  emoluments, 
belonging  and  anciently  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  faid  office,  vacant  by 
the  death  of  Thomas  Browne,  Efq; 
late  Garter. 

The  Rev.  Dottor  George  Ma- 
fon,  confirmed  Bifhop  of  Sodor 
and  Man,  and  confecrated  a  Bifhop 
at  Whitehall  Chapel,  by  his  Grace 
the  Archbifhop  of  York. 

John  Doddington,  Efq;  to  the 
office  of  fourth  Port-cullis  purfui- 
vant  of  arms. 

Peter  Dore,  Efq;  Richmond  he¬ 
rald,  to  the  office  of  Norroy  king 
of  arms,  and  principal  herald  of 
the  North  parts  of  England. 

The  Plight  Rev.  Dottor  James 
Hawkins,  Bifhop  of  Dromore, 
to  the  Bifhiprick  of  Raphoe. 

William  Beresford,  M.  A.  to 
the  Bifhoprick  of  Dromore. 

April. 

Hon.  John  Trevor,  appointed 
minifter  plenipotentiary  to  the 
E letter  Palatine,  and  miniiter  to 
the  Diet  of  Ratifbon. 

Ralph  Bigland  the  Younger, 
Efq;  Richmond  heraM. 

Richard  Peirfon,  Efq;  captain 
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in  his  majefty’s  royal  navy,  re¬ 
ceived  the  honour  of  knighthood. 

Rev.  Dr.'  Noel,  Dean  of  Sa- 
lifbury. 

M  a  Y . 

The  Earl  of  Dalhoufie  to  be 
High  Commifiioner  to  the  Church 
of  Scotland; 

Benjamin  Pingo,  Gent,  to  the 
office  of  Rouge-dragon,  purfui- 
vant  of  Arms,  in  the  room  of 
Ralph  Bigland,  Efq;  now  Rich¬ 
mond  herald. 

The  king  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  paffed 
under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland, 
containing  his  majefty’s  grants  of 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  the  faid 
kingd  om,  unto  the  the  following 
gentlemen,  and  to  their  heirs 
male,  viz.  Frederick  Flood,  of 
Newton  Ormond,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny,  Efq;  and  Robert 
Waller,  of  Newport,  in  the  county 
of  Tipperary,  Efq; 

Lord  Rivers,  Lord  Lieut,  of  the 
county  of  Southampton. 

June. 

Alexander  W'edderburne,  Efq; 
late  his  Majefty’s  Attorney-gene¬ 
ral,  to  be  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of 
his  Majefty’s  Court  of  Common. 
Pleas,  upon  the  refignation  of  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  William  De  Grey, 
Knt.  late  Chief  juftice  thereof; 
and  alfo  one  of  his  Majefty’s  moll 
Plonourable  Privy  Council. 

The  Right  Hon.  Alexander 
Wedderburne,  Lord  Chief  Juftice 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  to  his  heirs  male,  the.  dignity 
of  a  Baron  of  Great  Britain,  by 
the  name,  ftile,  and  title  of  Lord 
Loughborough,  Baron  of  Lough¬ 
borough,  in  the  county  of  Lei- 
cefter. 

John  Campbell,  Efq;  to  be 
[S£J  3  Governor 
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Governor  of  Milford  Haven,  In  the 
county  of  Pembroke,  in  the  room 
of  Wyrriot  Owen,  Efq;  deceafed. 

Richard  Pepper  Arden,  Efq; 
Lloyd  Kennyp'n,  Efq;  John  Lee* 
Efq;  and  William  Selvvyn,  Efq; 
to  be  of  his  Majefty’s  council  learn¬ 
ed  in  the  law* 

July: 

James  Wallace,  Efq;  to  be  his 
Majefiy’s  Attorney-general. 

James  Mansfield,  Efq;  to  be  his 
M aj e fty ’s  Solicitor- general . 

John  Heath,  Efq;  to  be  one  of 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Coni- 
ixion  Pleas. 

Sir  Hugh  Pallifer,  Bart,  to  be 
Mailer  of  his  Maj city’s  Hofpital  at 
Greenwich, 

September, 

Sir  William  Gordon,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  and  Lovel  Star. hope, 
Efq;  to  be  Clerks  Comptrollers  of 
the  Board  of  Green  Cloth. 

John  Butler,  fen.  Efq;  to  be 
one  of  his  Majefiy’s  Commiffioners 
for  executing  the  office  of  Trea- 
iurer  of  Ills  Majeilv’s  Exchequer, 
vice  C,  W.  Cornwall,  Efq, 

George  Par  by,  Efq;  to  be  one 
of  his  Majefly’s  Commiffioners  for 
executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land,  vice  John  B idler,  Efq. 

Benjamin  Langlois,  Efq;  to  be 
one  of  his  Majefiy’s  Commiffioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  vice 
Soame  Jenyns,  Efq. 

Charles  Wplfran  Cornwall,  Efq; 
to  the  offices  of  Warden  and  Chief 
J  office  in  Eyre  of  all  his  Majefiy’s 
forefls,  parks,  chaces,  and  war¬ 
rens,  beyond  Trent. 

‘The  Hon.  James  Cecil,  Efq; 
commonly  called  Lord  Vifcount 
C  ran  burn,  to  be  Treafurer  pf  his 
Majefiy’s  Houfhold . 

Chriilopher  D’Ovley,  Efq;  to  be 

! 


Comptroller  of  the  Accounts  of 
his  Maj ally’s, Army,  vice  Thomas 
Bowlby,  Efq.  ■ 

Thomas  Bowlby,  Efq;  to  be 
Commiffionary  General  of  the  Mut¬ 
ters,  and  chief  Muller  Mailer  of  ail 
his  Majeily  Forces,  vice  Chriilopher 
D’Oyley,  Efq. 

Henry  Strachey,  Efq;  to  the 
office  of  Keeper  of  his  Majefiy’s 
Stores,  Ordnance,  and  Ammunffi 
tion  of  War. 

John  Ken  rick,  Efq;  to  the  office 
of  Clerk  of  the  Delivery  and  De¬ 
liverance  of  all  manner  of  artillery, 
ammunition,  and  other  necefianes 
whatfoever,  appertaining  to  his 
Majefiy’s  office  of. ordnance. 

John  Rofs  Mackye,  Efq;  to  be 
Receiver  General  of  the  Stamp 
Duties. 

Archibald  Macdonald,  Efq;  one 
of  his  Majefty’s  counfel,  to  be  his 
Majs  fly’s  juilice  of  the  counties  of 
Carmarthen,  Pembroke,  Cardi¬ 
gan,  See. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Onflow, 
and  Lord  Bolton,  to  be  Lords  of 
his  Majefty’s  Bedchamber. 

Thomas  Morgan,  Gent.  Tho¬ 
mas  Morgan,  the  younger,  Gent, 
his  Ion,  and  Thomas  Kynnerfley, 
Efq;  to  the  office  or  offices  cf  Pro- 
thonotary  and  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
in  the  counties  of  Denbigh  and 
Montgomery. 

William  Adam,  Efq;  Treafurer 
and  Pay  maker  of  his  Majeily ’s 
Ordnance. 

Flag-officers  of  his  Majelly’s 
fleet;  Matthew  Buckle*  Efq;  Rob. 
Mann,  Efq;  (vice-admirals  of  the 
red)  to  be  admirals  of  the  blue; 
Hugh  Pigot,  Efq;  Right  Hon. 
Molyneux,  Lord  Shuldhara,  John 
Vaughan,  Efq;  (vice-admirals  cf 
the  white)  Rob.  Duff,  Efq;  (vice- 
admiral  of  the  blue)  to  be  vice- 
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admirals  of  the  red  ;  John  Rey¬ 
nolds,  Efq;  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 
Bart.  Hon,  John  Byron,  Matthew 
Barton,  Efq;  Sir  Peter  Parker,  Knt. 
Hon.  Samuel  Barrington,  Mariot 
Arburthnot,  Efq;  Robert  Rod- 
dam,  Efq;  George  Darby,  Efq; 
John  Campbell,  Efq;  (vice-admi¬ 
rals  of  the  blue)  to  be  vice-admi¬ 
rals  of  the  white  ;  James  Gambler, 
Efq;  William  Lloyd,  Efq;  Fra. 
William  Drake,  Efq;  Sir  Edward 
Hughes,  K.  B.  Hyde  Parker,  Efq; 
(rear-admirals  of  the  red)  John 
Evans,  Efq;  Mark  Milbanke,  Efq; 
(rear-admirals  of  the  white)  to  be 
vice-admirals  of  the  blue ;  Nic. 
Vincent,  Efq;  John  Scorr,  Efq; 
Sir  Edward  Vernon,  Knt.  (rear- 
admirals  of  the  white)  to  be  rear- 
admirals  of  the  red  ;  Jofhua  Row- 
ley,  Efq;  Rdcbard  Edwards,  Efq; 
Thomas  Graves,  Efq;  Robert  Dig- 
by,  Efq;  Sir  John  Lockhart  Rofs,  B  t. 
(iear-admirals  of  the  blue)  to  be 
rear-admirals  of  the  red.  And  the 

\ 

following  captains  were  alfo  ap¬ 
pointed  dag- officers,  viz..  Charles 
Webber,  Efq;  Win,  Langdon,  Efq; 
Benjamin  Marlow,  Efq;  Alexander 
Hood,  Efq;  Alexander  Innes,  Efq; 
rear-admirals  of  the  white ;  Sir 
Chal.  Ogle,  Knt.  Sir  Sam.  Plood, 
Bart.  Matthew  Moore,  Efq;  Sir 
Richard  Hughes,  Bart.  Francis 
Samuel  Drake,  Efq;  Rich.  Kern- 
penfelt,  Efq;  rear-admirals  of  the 
blue. 

James  Earl  of  Sali&ury,  Trea- 
furer  of  the  Houfehold,  fworn  of 
the  Privy  Council. 

Earl  Talbot,  and  his  heirs  male, 
the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  name,  fti]e,  and 
title,  of  Baron  Dinevor,  of  Dine- 
vor  in  the  county  of  Caermarthen, 
with  remainder  to  his  daughter. 
Lady  Cecil  Rice,  widow,  and  her 


heirs  male.  Lo:d  Vifcount  Gage 
of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  and 
his  heirs  mate,  the  dignity  oi  a 
Baron  of  Great  Britain,  bv  the 
name,  itile,  and  title,  of  Baron 
Gage  of  Firle  in  Suffiex.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  gentlemen,  and  their  heirs 
male,  the  dignity  of  a  Baron  of 
Great  Britain,  viz.  the  Hon.  James 
Bruderjell,  Baron  Brudenell,  of 
Deene  in  the  county  of  Northamp¬ 
ton. — The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Win. 
De  Grey,  Knt.  Baron  Walfing- 
ham,  of  Wallingham  in  Norfolk. — * 
Sir  William  Bagot,  Bart.  Baron 
Bagot,  of  Bagot ’s  Bromley  in 
Stafford fhire. — The  Hon.  Charles 
Fitzroy,  Lord  Southampton,  Baron 
of  Southampton  in  Hants. — Hen. 
Herbert,  Efq;  Baron  Portchefler, 
of  Highclere,  in  the  county  of 
Southampton. 

The  Right  Hon.  Fredeiick,  Earl 
of  Cariiile,  to  be  Lieut.  Gen.  and. 
Governor  of  his  Majefty’s  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

William  Eden,  Efq;  to  be  prin¬ 
cipal  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieut, 
and  of  his  Majelly’s  mold  honour- 
ble  Privy  Council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

Sir  Thomas  Pye,  Lieut.  Gen. 
of  Marines. 

B.  Thompfon,  Efq;  under  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  the  Northern 
department. 

November. 

His  R.  H.  Prince  Frederick, 
Bifhop  of  Ofnaburg,  colonel  in 
the  army,  by  brevet,  bearing  date 
the  1  if  of  Nov.  1780. 

Lieut.  Gen.  William  Auguflus 
Pitt,  colonel  of  the  10th  reg.  of 
dragoons. 

Hon.  Major  General  Vaughan, 
Governor  of  Berwick. 

Right  Hon.  Charles  Wolfram 
Cornwall,  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe 
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of  Commons,  fworn  of  the  Privy 
Council. 

Thomas  Wroughton,  Efq;  En- 
voy  Extraordinary  to  the  King  of 
Sweden,  to  the  molt  honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

Sir  George  Brydges  Rodney, 
Bart.  Admiral  of  the  White  fqua- 
dron  of  his  Majefty’a  fleet,  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  all  his 

t 

Majefty’s  Blips  and  veffels  employ¬ 
ed  at  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward 
Iflands,  to  the  moil  honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath. 

December.. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  paffed 
under  the  great  feal  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  containing  his 
Majefly’s  grants  of  the  dignity  of 
a  baron  of  the  faid  kingdom  unto 
the  following  gentlemen,  and  their 
heirs  male,  by  the  names,  Biles, 
and  titles,  as  under- mentioned, 
viz.  James  Dennis,  Efq;  Chief 
Baron  of  his  Majefty’s  Court  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  Baron  Trac- 
ton,  of  Tra&on- Abbey,  in  the 
county  of  Cork. 

Sir  Robert  Tilfon  Deane,  Bart. 
Baron  Mulberry,  in  the  county  of 
Cork. 

A) mar  Lowry  Corry,  Efq;  Baron 
Belmore,  of  Caftlecoole,  in  the 
county  of -Fermanagh. 

Thomas  Knox,  Efq;  Baron 
Welles,  of  Dungannon,  in  the 
county  of  Tyrone. 

John  Baker  Holroyd,  Efq;  Ba¬ 
ron  Sheffield,  of  Dunamore,  in 
the  county  of  Meath. 

Alfo  like  letters  patent,  con¬ 
taining  his  Majefly’s  grants  of  the 
dignity  of  a  vifcount  of  the  faid 
kingdom  unto  the  following  noble¬ 
men,  and  their  heirs  male,  by  the 
pames,  ikies,,  and  titles,  as  un¬ 
dermentioned  ,  viz. 

James  Baron  Lifford,  his  Ma- 
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jelly’s  Chancellor  of  Ireland,  Yifk 
count  Lifford,  of  Lifford,  in  the 
county  ofDonnegalj. 

Otway  Lord  Def art,  Vifcount 
Defart,  of  Defart,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny. 

John  Baron  Erne,  Vifcount 
Erne,  of  Crum  Cattle,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Fermanagh; 

Barry  Lord  Farnham,  Vifcount 
Farnham,  of  Farnham,  in  the 
county  of  Cavan. 

Simon  Lord  Irnham,  Vifcount 
Carhampton,  of  Caftlehaven,  in 
the  county  of  Cork. 

Bernard  Lord  Bangor,  Vifcount 
Bangor,  of  Oaftleward,  in  the 
county  of  Downe. 

Penyfton  Lord  Melbourne,  Vif¬ 
count  Melbourne,  of  Kilmore,  in 
the  countyof  Cavan. 

James  Lord  Clifden,  Vifcount 
Ciifden,  of  Gowran,  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Kilkenny. 

John  Lord  Naas,  Vifcount  Mayo, 
of  Moneeroirer. 

Alfo  like  letters  patent,  con¬ 
taining  his  Majefly’s  grant  of  the 
dignities  of  baron  and  earLof  the 
faid  kingdom  unto  Henry  Lord 
Vifcount  Conyngham,  and  his 
heirs  male,  by  the  name,  fill e ,  and 
title  of  Baron  and  Earl  Conyng¬ 
ham,  of  Mount  Charles,  in  the 
county  of  Donnegall,  with  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  barony  to  his  ne¬ 
phew  Francis  Pierpoint  Burton, 
Eiq;  and  his  heirs  male. 

And  the  like  letters  patent,  con¬ 
taining  his  Majefly’s  grant  of  the 
dignity  of  an  earl  of  the  faid  king¬ 
dom  unto  Stephen  Lord  Vifcount 
Mount  Cafhell,  and  his  heirs  male, 
by  the  name.  File,  and  title  of 
Earl  Mount  Cafhell,  of  Cafhell, 
in  the  county  of  Tipperary. 

The  Earl  of  Inchiquin,  John 
0£ Neil,  and  Luke  Gardiner,  Efqrs, 
to  be  of  his  Majefly’s  molt  honour¬ 
able 


CHRONICLE.  [249 


able  Privy  Council  in  the  kingdom 
of  Ireland. 

The  King  has  been  pleafed  to 
order  letters  patent  to  be  paffed 
under  the  great  feal  of  Ireland, 
containing  his  Majefty’s  grants  of 
the  dignity  of  a  baronet  of  that 
kingdom  unto  the  following  gen¬ 
tlemen,  and  their  heirs  male,  viz. 
John  Stuart  Hamilton,  Efq;  of 
Dunnamana,  in  the  county  of  Ty¬ 
rone  ;  John  Tottenham,  Efq;  of 
Tottenham-green,  in  the  county 
of  Wexford  ;  and  Neal  0‘Donnell, 
Efq;  of  Newport,  in  the  county  of 
Mayo. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord 
Grantham,  Lord  Robert  Spencer, 
the  Right  Hon.  William  Eden, 
the  Hon.  Thomas  De  Grey,  An¬ 
drew  Stuart,  Edward  Gibbon, 
Hans  Sloane,  and  Benjamin  Lang- 
lois,  Efqrs;  to  be  his  Majefty’s 
Commiffioners  for  Trade  and  Plan¬ 
tations. 

Charles  Middleton,  Efq;  Sir 
John  Williams,  Knt.  Edmund 
Hunt,  George  Marfh,  Timothy 
Brett,  William  Palmer,  and  Wil- 
.  liam  Bateman,  Efqrs ;  Sir  Richard 
Temple,  Bart.  Edward  Le  Cras, 
Samuel  Wallis,  Paul  Henry  Gur¬ 
ry,  Elenry  Martin,  and  Charles 
Proby,  Efqrs ;  and  Sir  Andrew 
Snape  Hammond,  Knt.  to  be  his 
Majefty’s  Commiftioners,  in  qua- 
lityof  principal  officers  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  navy. 

The  Duke  of  Montague,  to  be 
his  Majefty’s  Mafter  of  the  horfe. 

The  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Aylefbury,  to  be  Chamberlain  of 
her  Majefty’s  liouffiold. 


DEATHS,  1780. 
January. 

Lady  Eludfon,  relid  of  Sir 
Charles,  Bart, 


Sir  Nathaniel  Wombvvell,  Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  Hans  Stanley, 
F.R.S.  Cofferer  of  the  Houftiold, 
Governor  of  the  IHe  of  Wight, 
Treafurer  of  the  Mufeum,  and 
member  for  Southampton. 

Sir  John  Moore,  Bart,  the  title 
extind. 

Lady  Head,  relid  of  the  Rev. 
Sir  John,  Bart. 

Chrift.  Blake,  Efq;  brother  of 
Sir  Patrick,  Bart. 

Mifs  Frances  Mackworth,  eldeft; 
daughter  of  Sir  Herbert,  Bart. 

Dowager  Lady  Blois,  relid  of 
Sir  Ralph,  Bart. 

Lady  of  Sir  James  Hereford, 
Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Fleetwood,  Bart. 

Lady  Diana  Middleton. 

Right  Lion.  Thomas  Waite,  Se¬ 
cretary,  and  one  of  the  Privy 
Council  of  Ireland. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Jane  Boyle, 
lifter  to  Richard  Eari  of  Burling¬ 
ton. 

Mifs  Martha  Abdy,  daughter  of 
Sir  Anthony,  Bart. 

Her  Royal  Highnefs  Louiffi 
Amelia  of  Brunfwick,  Princefs 
Dowager  of  Prulli2,  and  mother 
to  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Pruffia, 
and  to  the  fpoufe  of  the  Prince 
Stadthplder. 

The  lady  of  Sir  Alexander  Gil- 
mour,  Bart,  at  Alnwick. 

Sir  William  Sharp,  Bart,  in 
Great  Titchfteld  -  lireet,  Major 
General  in  the  Portuguefe  fervice, 
and  Governor  of  the  province  ot 
Minho. 

February. 

Lady  Fowlis,  relid  of  Sir  W  il¬ 
liam,  Bart. 

Dr.  Richard  Richmond,  Bifliop 
of  Sodor  and  Man. 

La Cy  Davers,  mother  of  Sir 
Charles,  Bart. 

Lady 
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Lady  Lucy  Douglas,  daughter 
©f  the  Duke  of  Montrofe. 

Samuel  Egerton,  Efq;  of  Tat- 
ton :  he  was  the  only  furviving  fon 
©f  John  Egerton,  grandfon  of  John 
Earl  of  Bridgewater  by  Lady  Eliz, 
Cavendifh,  daughter  to  John  Duke 
of  Newcaftle. 

Sir  William  Blackdone,  Knt. 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas. 

Dowager  Countefs  of  Kildare. 

Lady  Catherine  Pelham,  ranger 
of  Greenwich  Park.  She  was  filler 
of  the  late  Duke  of  Leeds,  and 
married,  1726,  to  the  late  Hon. 
Henry  Pelham,  by  whom  fhe  had 
two  Tons,  who  died  young  of  an 
epidemical  fever. 

Countefs  Dowager  of  Eglin- 
toun. 

Lady  Jenkinfon,  mother  of  Sir 
Banks,  Bart. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Modena. 

His  Serene  Highnefs  the  Duke 
of  Brunfwick. 

March. 

The  Right  Rev.  DoRor  John 
Ofwald,  Bifhop  of  Raphoe. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Mul  grave. 

Lord  Fortefcae  Aland. 

Mrs.  Guidon,  wife  of  Jofeph 
Guidon,  Efq;  and  filler  of  the 
prefent  Sir  S.  Stepney,  Bart. 

Mifs Letitia Beauchamp,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  W.  Beauchamp  Proftor, 
Bart. 

•General  Defaguliers,  of  the  ar¬ 
tillery. 

Hon.  Topham  Beauclerk,  only 
fon  of  Lord  Sidney  Beauclerk. 

Charlotte,  relied  of  the  late  Sir 
William  Sanderfon,  Bart,  and 
daughter  of  Sir  R.  Gough,  of 
Edgebadon. 

.Right  Hon.  Lady  Anne  Sophia 


Egerton,  wife  of  the  Bifhop  of 
Durham.  Her  ladylhip  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry,  late  Duke  of 
Kent,  by  the  Lady  Sophia  Bentinck, 
daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Portland  . 

Lady  Gooch,  relidl  of  the  Right 
Rev.  Sir  Thomas  Gooch,  Bart, 
late  Lord  Bifhop  of  Ely.  Her 
ladylhip  was  the  daughter  of  — • — • 
Compton,  Efq;  and  nearly  related 
to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Northamp¬ 
ton. 

Sir  Francis  Blake,  Bart. 

April. 

Lady  Ifabelia  Douglafs,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William,  firft  Earl  of  March. 

Sir  Adolphus  Gughon,  Lieut. 
Gen.  and  K.  B. 

Georee  Earl  Gf  Granard,  one 
of  his  Majedy’s  mod  honourable 
Privy  Council  in  Ireland,  and  a 
Baronet  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  by  whofe 
death  the  title  and  edate  have  de¬ 
volved  on  his  elded  fon.  Lord 
George  Forbes,  now  Earl  of  Gra- 
nard. 

Rev.  Sir  Stephen  Glvnne,  Bart, 

Hon.  Henry  St.  John,  fon  of  the 
late,  and  uncle  to  the  prefent. 
Lord  Sc.  John  of  Bletfoe,  cap¬ 
tain  of  the  Intrepid  man  of  war, 
on  board  which  he  was  killed, 
with  his  id  and  zd  lieutenants,  by 
the  fame  cannon  ball,  in  the  fight 
with  the  French  fleet  off  Guada- 
loupe.  Pie  married  Mary  Schuyler 
of  New  York,  by  whom  he  has 
left  iffue  one  fon  Henry. 

Lady  Anne  Hope,  daughter  of 
the  Earl  of  Hopetoun. 

M  AY. 

Hon.  Thomas  Townfhend,  one 
of  the  olded  Tellers  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy,  Admiral  of 
the  White,  and  commander  of  the 
Beet. 

Hon. 
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Hon.  Richard  NafTau,  brother 
to  the  Earl  of  Roc h ford. 

Mtfs  Elizabeth  Eden,  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Eden,  Bart. 

Lady-  Sophia  Neville,  daughter 
of  the  late,  and  fifter  to  the  prefent 
Earl  of  Gainfborough. 

Sir  Godfrey  Webfter,  Bart,  of 
Battle  Abbey  iri  SulTex.  His  title 
deicends  to  his  eldeit  fon,  now  Sir 
Godfrey  Webfter,  Bart. 

Sir  Charlton  Leiphton,  Bart. 
He  is  fucceeded  by  his  don,  now 
Sir  Charlton. 

Lady  Mary  Lyon,  daughter  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Strathmore. 

Sir  Hen.  Engleheld,  Bart. 

Sir  Anthony  Buchannan,  Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Cave,  Bart. 

Lady  Srandiih,  mother  of  Sir 
Frank,  Bart. 

Ju  N  E. 

Dame  Rachael  Morgan,  relict  of 
Sir  William  Morgan,  of  Tredegar, 
K.  B.  and  daughter  of  Wil¬ 
liam  fecond  Duxe  of  Devonfhire, 
by  Rachael  daughter  of  William 
Lord  Rukel. 

Lady  Jane  Strickland. 

Sir  T.  Gerrard,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Turner,  Bart. 

July. 

In  the  71ft  year  of  his  age,  at 
his  houie  in  Woolwich  Warren, 
William  Belford,  Efq;  colonel  of 
the  ill  battalion  of  the  ro-yal  reg. 
of  artillery,  and  a  general  in  the 
army. 

Sir  J.  Hobby  Mill,  Bart. 

Mils  Frances  Blake,  youngek 
daughter  of  Sir  Patrick  Blake. 

Lady  Goring,  wife  of  Sir  Harry, 
Bart. 

Sir  Andrevv  Middleton,  Bart. 

Jphn  Moreton,  Efq;  Chief  Juf- 
tice  of  Choker,  Attorney-general 
.10  the  Queen,  deputy  High,  ileward 


N  I  C  L  E.  [251 

of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  and 
member  for  Wij|an  in  Lancafhire. 

Lady  Yifcountefs  Dowager  Tyr- 
connel. 

Sir  Charles  Halford,  Bart. 

Lady  Viicoun  tefs  Mahon,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Earl  of  Chatham. 

The  lady  of  the  Right  Hon.  the 
Earl  of  Hilllborough,  at  his  lord- 
fhip’s  houfe  in  Ilanover-fquare. 
Her  ladylhip  was  only  daughter  of 
Edward  Stawell,  4th  and  laft  Lord 
Stawell,  firk  married  to  the  late 
Right  Hon.  Henry  Bilfon  Legge, 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and 
was  created  a'  peerefs  by  the  title 
of  Baronefs  Stawell,  which  title 
defeends  to  her  fon,  Mr.  Legge, 
now  Lord  Stawell.  * 

Hon.  Ladv  Sufanna  Houkon, 
reliCt  of  Sir  Thomas,  Bart. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Page,  rel i£t  of 
the  late  Thomas  Page,  Efq;  and 
aunt  to  Lord  Vifcount  Howe. 

His  Royal  High  oefs  Charles 
Alexander,  Duke  of  Lorrain  and 
Bar,  oec.  Grand  Maker  of  the 
Teutonic  Order,  &c.  and  Govern 
nor  and  Captain-general  of  the 
Aukrian  Netherlands. 

August, 

The  Dowager  Countefs  Cowper, 
third  daughter  of  }ohn  Earl  Gran¬ 
ville,  firk  married  to  the  Hon.  John 
Spencer,  and  mother  ol  the  pre¬ 
fent  Earl  Spencer,  afterwards  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  late  Earl  Cowper,  but 
was  not  mother  of  the  prefent 
earl. 

At  Sudbury,  Derby ’Tire,  George 
Venables  Lord  Vernon.  His  lord- 
fhip  was  born  Feb.  9,  170.9,  and 
was  created  Lord  Vernon,  and 
Baron  of  Kinderton,  May  12, 
1762.  He  is  fucceeded  in  his  title 
by  the  Hon.  George  Venables 
Vernon,  born  May  9,  1735. 
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The  Right  Rev.  Dr.  George 
Chinnery,  Lord  Biftiopof  Cloyne. 

Thomas  George  Lord  Vifcount 
and  Baron  Southwell.  His  lord- 
fhip  was  born  May  4,  1721,  and 
fucceeded  his  father  in  iy6o.  He 
married  Mil's  Hamilton  in  1741, 
by  whom  he  has  left  iffue  three  fons 
and  a  daughter. 

At  Lyons  in  .France,  the  Hon. 
John  Roper,  fecond  fon  to  Lord 
Teynham. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Clarges,  filler 
to  Lord  Barrington,  and  mother 
of  Sir  T.  Clarges,  Bart, 

Right  Hon.  John  Drummond, 
commonly  ’  called  Lord  Drum¬ 
mond,  eideft  fon  to  the  Earl  of 
Perth. 

At  Knutsford,  Lady  Betty  Y/ar- 
burton,  relid  of  the  late  Sir  Peter 
Warburton,  and  daughter  of  the 
late  Earl  of  Derby. 

Sir  Theod.  Boughton,  Bart. 

Ladv  Alhbumham,  wife  of  the 
Bifhop  of  Chichefter. 

Lord  Vifcount  Afhbrcok,  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland. 

September. 

Hon.  Lady  Camilla  Wallop. 

Sir  Thomas  Dyer,  Bart. 

Sir  }ohn  Fielding,  Knt.  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  juftices  of  the  Peace 
for  the  counties  of  Middlefex,  Ef- 
fex,  Herts,  Kent,  Surry,  and  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter. 

Mrs.  Wingfield,  mother  to  Lady 
St.  Aubin,  and  relid  of  the  lafe 
William  Wingfield,  Efq.  She  was 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir  William 
Whlliamfon,  and  fifter  to  the  pre- 
fent  Sir  Hedworth  Williamlon, 
Bart. 

Mod  noble  the  Marchionefs  of 
Lothian. 

Right  Hon.  Peter  Earl  of  Alta- 
moot,  Vifcount  Weftport,  Baron 
Mcunteagle,  &c. 


Lieutenant-gen.  Skinner,  chief 
engineer  of  Great  Britain. 

Right  Hon,  Lady  Widdring- 
ton. 

October. 

Right  Hon.  Lady  Hatton  Boyle, 

Hon,  Elizabeth  St.  John,  filler 
to  the  late  Lord  St.John  ofBletfoe, 

Anth.  Chamier,  Efq;  under  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State,  M.P.  and  F.R.S. 

Mils  Nelthorpe,  filter  to  Sir 
John,  Bart. 

Sir  John  Mordaunt,  K.  B, 
general,  and  colonel  of  the  14th 
regiment  of  dragoons. 

November. 

Sir  George  Womb  well,  Bart. 

Lady  Pettus,  relid  of  Sir  Ho¬ 
race. 

Right  Hon,  Countefs  of  Don- 

o 

negal. 

Sir  James  Stewart  Denham,  Bt. 

Sir  Saville  Slingfby,  Bart. 

Her  Imperial  Majefty  departed 
this  life  at  Vienna  on  Nov.  29. 
about  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening. 
Her  illnefs,  though  but  of  Ihort 
duration,  was  exceedingly  pain¬ 
ful. 

The  Hon.  William  Boyd,  young- 
eft  brother  to  the  late  Earl  of 
Errol. 

Right  Hon.  Thomas  Willough¬ 
by,  Lord  Middleton,  and  Baronet. 
His  lordfhip  was  born  jan.  26, 
1728,  and  fucceeded  his  brother 
Francis,  the  late  lord,  Dec.  15, 
1774.  He  married  April  14,  1770, 
Mil's  Chadwick,  by  whom  he  has 
left  no  ilfue,  on  which  account 
the  title  is  fuppofed  to  be  extind. 

Mrs.  Hellen  Duffy,  Lady  Braco. 

December. 

Right  Hon.  Countefs  Dowager 
of  Shelburne. 

Sir  Chriftopher  Traes,  Bart, 
colonel  of  the  Cornifh  militia. 

Right 
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Right  Hon.  Lady  Coleraine. 

Hon.  Ladv  Mary  LefF'',  youngell 
daughter  of  the  Countefs  of 
Rothes. 

Mrs.  E.  Wynn,  filler  to  the 
late  Sir  John,  Bart. 

Mifs  Frances  Ewer,  daughter 
of  the  late  Bilhop  of  Bangor. 


Mifs  Aflong,  only  daughter  of 
the  R’ght  Hon., Lady  Frances  Af- 
long. 

Sir  James  Farnaby,  Bart. 

Right  Hon.  j  Lord  Vifcount 
Downe. 

Sir  H.  Lippincott,  Bart. 

Sir  Thomas  Stapylton,  Bart* 
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APPENDIX 

A  S'  ■  ■’ 


to  the  CHRONICLE. 

f 


Account  of  the  late  Riots  in  the  Cities 
of  London  and  Weftminfter. 

In  the  laft  Seffion  of  the  late  Par¬ 
liament,  an  A£t  was  palled  in 
Favour  of  the  Roman  Catholics, 
intitled,  An  Adi  for  relieving  his 
WLajeff  s  Suhjedis  prof  effing  the 
Popijh  Religion,  from  certain  Pe¬ 
nalties  and  Difahilities  impofed  on 
them  by  an  Adi  made  in  the  Ele¬ 
venth  and  2  voelfth  Tears  ofm  the 
Reign  of  King  William  the  Third, 
intituled ,  6  An  Adi  for  the  further 
preventing  the  Grovoth  of  Popery ;  ’ 
of  which  Ac!,  the  following  is 
an  Abflradt. 

THE  preamble  recites,  that 
it  is  expedient  to  repeal  cer¬ 
tain  provifions  in  the  a£!  of  King 
William  ;  and  the  claufes  repealed 
are  as  follow  :  » 

6  That  fo  much  of  the  faid  a£l 
as  relates  to  the  apprehending, 
taking,  or  profecuting  of  Popifti 
biffiops,  priefts,  or  jefuits ;  and 
alfo  fo  much  of  the  faid  aft  as  fub- 
je&s  Popifh  bilhops,  priefts  or  je¬ 
fuits,  and  Papifts,  or  perfons  pro- 
feffing  the  Popifh  religion,  and 
keeping  fchool,  or  taking  upon 
themfelves  the  education  or  go¬ 
vernment  or  boarding  of  youth, 
within  this  realm,  or  the  domi¬ 
nions  thereto  belonging,  to  per¬ 
petual  imprifonioent ,  and  alfo  fo 


much  of  the  faid  a£l  as  difables 
perfons  educated  in  the  Popifh  re¬ 
ligion,  or  profeffing  the  fame,  un¬ 
der  the  circumftances  therein  men¬ 
tioned,  to  inherit  or  take  by  de- 
fcent,  devife,  or  limitation,  in 
pofteflion,  reverfion,  or  remainder, 
any  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi¬ 
taments,  within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  dominion  of  Wales,  and 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed, 
and  gives  to  the  next  of  kin,  be¬ 
ing  a  Proteftaot,  a  right  to  have 
and  enjoy  fuch  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments  ;  and  alfo  fo 
much  of  the  faid  ad  as  difables 
Papifts,  or  perfons  profeffing  the 
Popifh  religion,  to  purchafe  any 
manors,  lands,  profits  out  of  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  terms,  or  here¬ 
ditaments,  within  the  kingdom  of 
England,  dominion  of  Wales,  or 
town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed,  and 
makes  void  all  and  lingular  eftates, 
terms,  and  other  interefts  or  pro¬ 
fits  whatever  out  of  lands,  to  be 
made,  luffered,  or  done,  from  and 
after  the  day  therein  mentioned, 
to  or  for  the  ufe  or  behoof  of  any 
fuch  perfon  or  perfons,  or  upon 
any  truft  or  confidence,  mediately 
or  immediately,  for  the  relief  of 
any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons ;  fh ail 
be,  and  the  fame,  and  every  claufe 
and  matter  and  thing  herein  be¬ 
fore-mention,  is  and  are  hereby 
repealed* 


And 
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*  And  be  it  enaftet).  by  the  au¬ 
thority  aforefaid,  That  every  per¬ 
fon  and  perions  having  or  claim¬ 
ing  any  lands,  tenements,  or  he¬ 
reditaments,  under  titles  not  hi¬ 
therto  litigated,  though  derived 
from  any  defcent,  devile,  limita¬ 
tion,  or  purchafe,  (hall  have,  take, 
hold,  and  enjoy  the  fame,  as  if 
the  faid  aft,  or  any  thing  therein 
contained,  had  not  been  made ; 
any  thing  in  the  faid  aft  contained 
to  the  contrary  notwithftanding. 

*  Provided  always,  and  be  it 
enafted.  That  nothing  herein  con¬ 
tained  fhal  1  extend,  or  be  con- 
ftrued  to  affeft  any  aftion  or  fuit 
now  depending,  which  fhall  be 
profecuted  with  effect,  and  without 
delay. 

‘  Provided  alfo.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  ihall  extend,  or 
be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  any 
perfon  or  perfons  but  inch  who 
fhall,  within  the  fpace  of  fix  ca¬ 
lendar  months  after  the  paffing  of 
this  aft,  or  of  accruing  of  his,  her, 
or  their  title,  being  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  or  who,  being 
under  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
Ihall,  within  fix  months  after  he  or 
fhe  ihall  attain  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  or  being  of  unfound 
mind,  or  in  prifon,  or  beyond  the 
feas,  then  within  fix  months  after 
fuch  difability  removed,  take  and 
fubfcribe  an  oath  in  the  words  fol¬ 
lowing  : 

The  Test  or  Oath. 

“  I  A.B.  do  fincerely  promife 
and  fwear.  That  I  will  be  faithful 
and  bear  true  allegiance  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  King  George  the  Third,  and 
him  will  defend,  to  the  utmoft  of 
my  power,  againft  all  confpiracies 
and  attempts  whatever  that  fhall 
be  made  againft  his  perfon,  crown, 
or  dignity ,  and  1  will  do  my  ut¬ 


moft  endeavour  to  difclofe  and 
make  known  to  his  majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fuccenors,  all  treafona 
and  traiterous  confpiracies  which 
may  be  formed  againft  him  or 
them  ;  and  I  do  faithfully  promife 
to  maintain,  fupport,  and  defend, 
to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  the 
fucceffion  of  the  crown  in  his  ma~ 
jefty’s  family,  againft  any  perfon, 
or  perfons  whatfoever  ;  hereby  ut¬ 
terly  renouncing  and  abjuring  any 
obedience  <or  allegiance  unto  the 
perfon  taking  upon  himfelf  the 
ftyle  and  title  of  Prince  of  Wales, 
in  the  lifetime  of  his  father,  and 
who,  fince  his  death,  is  faid  to 
have  affumed  the  ftyle  and  title 
of  King  of  Great  Britain,  by  the 
name  of  Charles  the  Third,  and  to, 
any  other  perfon  claiming  or  pre¬ 
tending  a  right  to  the  crown  of 
thefe  realms :  and  I  do  fwear,  that 
I  do  rejeft  and  deteft,  as  an  un- 
chriftian  and  impious  pofition. 
That  it  is  lawful  to  murder  or 
deftroy  any  perfon  or  perfons  what¬ 
foever,  for  or  under  pretence  of 
their  being  heritics  ;  and  alfo  that 
unchriftian  and  impious  principle. 
That  no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  , 
heretics  ;  I  further  declare,  that 
it  is  no  article  of  my  faith,  and 
that  I  do  renounce,  rejeft,  and 
abjure  the  opinion.  That  princes 
excommunicated  by  the  Pope  and 
council,  or  by  any  authority  of 
the  See  of  Rome,  or  by  any  au¬ 
thority  whatfoever,  may  be  de- 
pofed  or  murdered  by  their  fub« 
jefts,  or  any  perfon  whatfoever  $ 
and  I  do  declare,  that  I  do  not  be¬ 
lieve  that  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or 
any  other  foreign  prince,  prelate, 
ftate,  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought 
to  have,  any  temporal  or  civil  ju- 
rifdiftion,  power,  fuperiority,  or 
pre-eminence,  direftly  or  indirect- 
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Jy,  within  this  realm.  And  I  do 
foiemnly,  in  the  presence  of  God, 
profefs,  teftify,  and  declare.  That 
I  do  make  this  declaration,  and 
Every  part  thereof,  in  the  plain 
and  ordinary  fenfe  of  the  words  of 
this  oath  ;  without  any  evafion. 
Equivocation*  or  mental  referva- 
tion  whatever*  and  without  any 
difpenfation  already  granted  by  the 
Pope,  or  any  authority  of  the  See 
of  Rome,  or  any  peribn  whatever; 
and  without  thinking  that  I  am  or 
can  be  acquitted  before  God  or 
man,  or  abfolved  of  this  declara¬ 
tion,  or  any  part  thereof,  although 
the  Pope,  or  any  other  perfons  or 
authority  whatfoever,  fhall  difpenfe 
with  or  annul  the  fame,  or  declare 
that  it  was  null  or  voidT 

It  concludes  with  reciting  what 
courts  of  judicature  the  oath  is  to 
be  taken,  fubfcribed,  and  regi- 
llered  in  ;  and  with  an  informa¬ 
tion,  that  the  aft  fhould  not  be 
confirmed  to  extend  to  any  Popifh 
bifhop,  prieft,  jefuit,  or  fchool- 
maiter,  who  fhali  not  have  taken 
and  fubfcribed  the  above  oath,  in 
the  above  words,  before  he  fhal-1 
have  been  apprehended,  or  any  pro- 
fecution  commenced  again  ft  him. 

The  original  motion  was  made 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Sir 
George  Savile,  and  received  with 
uaiverfal  approbation,  and  a  bill 
was  accordingly  brought  in  and 
palled  both  Houfes  without  a  ftngle 
negative* 

An  extention  of  the  fame  relief 
to  the  Catholics  of  Scotland,  was 
alfo  faid  to  have  been  intended  by 
parliament.  The  report  fpread  an 
immediate  alarm  throughout  that 
country  ;  focieties  were  formed  for 
the  defence  of  the  P.roteftant  faith, 
committees  appointed,  books  dif- 
perfed,  and,  in  fhorty  every  me- 
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thod  taken  to  inflame  the  zeal  of 
the  people.  Thefe  attempts  being 
totally  negledted  by  government, 
and  but  feebly  refifted  by  the  more 
liberal  minded  in  that  country,  pro¬ 
duced  all  their  effects.  A  furious 
fpiritof  bigotry  and  perfecution  footi 
fhewed  itfelf,  and  broke  out  into 
the  moil  outrageous  asfts  of  violence- 
arid  cruelty  againft  the  Papifts  at 
Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  and  eife- 
where.  As  government  did  not 
think  it  advifeable  to  renrefs  this 
fpinft  by  force,  the  juft  and  bene¬ 
volent  intentions  of  the  iegiflature 

#  o 

were  laid  afide. 

The  fuccefsful  rehftance  of  the 
zealots  in  Scotland  to  any  relaxa¬ 
tion  of  the  penal  laws  againft  Pa¬ 
pifts,  feems  to  have  given  the  firfl 
rife  to  the  Proteftant  Aftbclation  in 
England:  for  about  the  fame  time 
bills  were  difperfed,  and  adver¬ 
tise  meats  inferted  in  the  news¬ 
papers,  inviting  thofe  who  wiftied 
well  to  the  caufe,  to  unite  under 
that  title  ;  and  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don,  who  had  been  fo  adtive  at  the 
head  of  the  malecontents  in  Scot¬ 
land,  was  chofen  their  prefident. 
On  Monday,  May  29,  a  meeting 
was  held  at  Coach-makers- hall, 
purfuant  to  public  advertiiement, 
in  order  to  confider  of  the  mode  of 
prefenting  a  petition  to  the  Houfe 
of  Commons.  Lord  George  Gor¬ 
don  took  the  chair,  and  after  a 
long  inflammatory  harangue,  in 
which  he  endeavoured"  to  perfuade 
his  hearers  of  the  rapid  and  alarm¬ 
ing  progrefs  that  Propery  was  mak¬ 
ing  in  this  kingdom  ;  he  proceed¬ 
ed  to  obferve,  that  the  only  way 
to  flop  it  was  going  in  a  firm,  man¬ 
ly,  and  refolute  manner  to  the 
Houfe,  and  fhewing  their  repre¬ 
fen  tatives  that  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  preferve  their  religious 

v  freedom 
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Freedom  with  their  lives.  That, 
for  his  part,  he  would  run  all  ha¬ 
zards  with  the  people;  and  if  the 
people  were  too  lukewarm  to  run 
all  hazards  with  him,  when  their 
confcience  and  their  country  call 
them  forth,  they  might  get  ano¬ 
ther  prefident;  for  he  would  tell 
them  candidly,  that  he  was  not  a 
lukewarm  man  himfelf,  and  that 
if  they  meant  to  fpend  their  time 
in  mock  debate  and  idle  oppofi- 
tion,  they  might  get  another  lead¬ 
er.  This  fpeech  was  received  with 
the  loudell  applaufe,  and  his  lord- 
fhip  then  moved  the  following  re- 
folution  :  “  That  the  whole  body 
of  the  Proteftant  Aftociation  do  at¬ 
tend  in  Saint  George’s- fields,  on 
Friday  next,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  to  accompany  his  lord- 
ftiip  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
the  delivery  of  the  Proteftant  peti¬ 
tion  which  was  carried  unani- 
moufly.  His  lordfhip  then  in¬ 
formed  them,  that  if  lefs  than 
-20,000  of  his  fellow-citizens  at¬ 
tended  him  on  that  day,  he  would 
not  prefent  their  petition  ;  and  for 
the  better  obfervance  of  order,  he 
moved,  that  they  lhould  arrange 
themfeives  in  four  diviftons ;  the 
Proteftants  of  the  city  of  London 
on  the  right;  thofe  of  the  city  of 
Weftminfter  on  the  left  ;  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Southwark  third  ;  and  the 
people  of  Scotland  refident  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  its  environs  to  form  the  laft 
divifion  ;  and  that  they  might  know 
their  friends  from  their  enemies, 
he  added,  that  every  real  Protef¬ 
tant,  and  friend  of  the  petition, 
lhould  come  with  blue  cockades  in 
their  hats. 

Accordingly,  on  Friday,  June  2, 
at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  ietferal 
thoufands  aftembled  at  the  place 
appointed,  marfhalling  themfeives 
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in  ranks,  and  waiting  for  their 
leader.  About  eleven  o’clock. 
Lord  George  arrived,  and  gave  di¬ 
rections  in  what  manner  he  would 
have  them  proceed,  and  about 
twelve,  one  party  was  ordered  to 
go  round  over  London-bridge,  ano¬ 
ther  over  Blackfriars,  and  a  third 
to  follow  him  over  Weftminfter* 
A  roll  of  parchment,  containing 
the  names  of  thofe  who  had  figned 
the  petition,  was  borne  before 
them.  They  proceeded  with  great 
decorum  on  their  route,  and  the 
whole  body  was  aftembled,  about 
half  pall  two,  before  both  Houfes 
of  parliament,  on  which  oceafion 
they  gave  a  general  fhout. 

But  however  peaceable  and  well 
difpofed  fome  of  them  might  be* 
others  foon  began  to  exercife  the 
moft  arbitrary  power  over  both 
Lords  and  Commons,  by  obliging 
almoft  all  the  members  to  put  blue 
cockades  in  their  hats,  and  call/ 
out,  e  No  Popery  !’  Some  they 
compelled  to  take  oaths  to  vote  for 
the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  aft, 
others  they  infulted  in  the  moft  in¬ 
decent  and  violent  manner.  They 
took  pofteftion  of  all  the  avenues 
up  to  the  very  doors  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  which  they 
twice  attempted  to  force  open. 
The  Archbiihop  of  York  was  one 
of  the  firft  they  attacked.  As  faoa 
as  his  coach  was  known  coming 
down  Parliament-ftreet,  he  was  fa- 
luted  with  hiftes,  groans,  and 
hootings.  The  Lord  Prefident  of 
the  Council,  Lord  Bathurft,  they 
pufhed  about  in  the  rudeft  manner, 
and  kicked  violently  on  the  legs. 
Lord  Mansfield  had  the  glafles 
of  his  carriage  broken,  the  pan- 
nels  beat  in,  and  narrowly  Heap¬ 
ed  with  life.  The  Duke  of  Nor¬ 
thumberland  had  his  pocket  pick- 
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ed  of  his  watch.  The  Bifhop  of 
Litchfield  had  his  gown  torn.  The 
wheels  of  the  Bilhop  of  Lincoln’s 
carriage  were  taken  off,  and  his 
lordfhip  efcaped  with  life,  being 
obliged  to  feek  fhelter  in  the  houfe 

o 

of  Mr.  Atkinfon,  an  Attorney, 
where  he  changed  his  deaths, 
and  made  his  efcape  over  the  leads 
of  the  adjacent  houfes. 

The  Lords  Townfhend  and 
Hillfborough  came  together*  and 
were  greatly  irtfulted,  and  fent 
into  the  Houfe  without  their  bags, 
and  with  their  hair  hanging  loofe 
on  their  fhoulders.  The  coach  of 
Lord  Stormont  was  broken  to 
pieces,  himfelf  in  the  hands  of 
the  mob  fdf  near  half  an  hour  : 
he  was  refefied  at  lad  by  a  gentle¬ 
man,  who  harangued  the  mob, 
and  prevailed  on  them  to  defift. 
Lords  Aihburnham  and  Bolton 
were  treated  with  the  utmoft  in¬ 
dignity,  particularly  Lord  Bolton, 
who  was  fo  long  in  their  power 
that  it  was  propofed  by  fome  of 
the  peers  to  go  as  a  body,  and  en¬ 
deavour,  by  their  prefence,  to 
extricate  him  ;  but  whilft  th  ey 
were  deliberating,  his  lordfhip 
efcaped  without  any  material 
hurt.  Lord  Willoughby  de  Broke, 
Lord  St.  John,  Lord  Dudley,  and 
many  others,  were  perfonally  ill 
treated  ;  and  Wellbore  Ellis,  Efq; 
was  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  the 
Guildhall  of  We  ft  manlier  (whither 
he  was  purfued)  the  windows  of 
which  were  broke,  the  doors 
forced,  and  Juftice  Addington, 
with  all  the  conliables,  expelled: 
Mr.  Ellis  efcaped  with  the  utmoft 
hazard. 

Lord  George  Gordon,  during 
thefe  unwarrantable  proceedings, 
came  fcveral  times  to  the  top  of 
the  gallery  flairs,  whence  he  ha¬ 
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rangued  the  people,  and  informed 
them  of  the  bad  fuccefs  their  pe¬ 
tition  was  like  to  meet  with,  and 
marked  out  fuch  members  as  were 
oppoling  it,  particularly  Mr. 
Burke,  the  member  for  Briftoh 
He  told  them,  at  firft,  that  it 
was  propofed  to  take  it  into 
confideration  on  Tuefday,  in  a 
Committee  of  the  JHoufe,  but 
that  he  did  not  like  delavs,  for 
the  parliament  might  be  pro¬ 
rogued  by  that  time. 

He  afterwards  came  and  faid* 
*  Gentlemen,  the  alarm  has  gone 
forth  for  many  miles  round  the 
city.  You  have  got  a  very  good 
prince,  who,  as  looU  as  he  fhall 
hear  the  alarm  has  feized  fuch  a. 
number  of  men,  will  no  doubt 
fend  down  private  orders  to  his 
minifters  to  enforce  the  prayer  of 
your  petition.’ 

General  Conway,  and  feveral 
other  members,-  expostulated  with 
him  very  warmly  on  the  mifehiefs 
that  might  arife  from  fuch  con- 
dudl ;  and  Colonel  Gordon,  a  near 
relation  of  his  iordfbip’s,  went  up 
to  him,  and  acceded  him  in  the 
following  manner:  *  My  Lord 
George,  do  you  intend  to  bring 
your  rafealfy  adherents  into  the 
Houfe  of  Commons?  If  you  do — - 
the  firft  man  of  them  that  enters, 
1  will  plunge  my  fword  not  into 
his,  but  into  your  body,’ 

While  his  lordfhip  was  making 
bis  fecond  fpeech  to  the,  mob, 
another  of  his  relations.  General 
Grant,  came  behind  him,  and 
endeavoured  to  draw  him  back 
into  the  Houfe,  and  faid  to  him, 

‘  For  God’s  fake,  Lord  George! 
do  not  lead  thefe  poor  people  into 
any  danger.’ — His  lordfhip,  how¬ 
ever,  made  the  general  no  anfwer, 
but  continued  his  harangue — - 

*  You 
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You  fee,  {aid  hp,  in  this  effort 
to  perfuade  me  i  om  my  duty, 
before  your  eyes,  an  inltance 
of  the  difficulties  I  have  to  en¬ 
counter  with  from  fuch  wife  men 
of  this  world  as  my  horicurable 

0 

friend  behind  my  back/ 

Alderman  Sawbridge  and  others 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  clear  the  lobby,  but  to  no 
purpofe.  The  Affiliant  to  the 
Chaplain  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  likewife  addreffed  them, 
but  gained  nothing  except  curfes. 
Soon  after  this,  a  party  of  horfe 
and  foot  guards  arrived,  Juftice 
Addington  was  at  the  head  of  tile 
horfe,  and  was  received  with 
hiffes  ;  but  on  his  alluring  the 
people  that  his  difpcfition  towards 
them  was  peaceable,  and  that  he 
would  order  the  foldiers  away,  if 
they  would  give  their  honour  to 
difperfe,  he  gained  their  good  will* 
Accordingly  the  cavalry  galloped 
off,  and  upwards  of  fix.  hundred 
Of  the  petitioners*  after  giving  the 
magiftrate  three  cheers,  departed. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  day  the 
attention  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  had  been  taken  uo  in  de- 
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bates  concerning  the  mob.  When 
they  had  obtained  fo me  degree  of 
order.  Lord  George  introduced 
his  bufinefs  with  informing  them, 
that  he  had  before  him  a  Petition 
figned  by  near  one  hundred  and 
twenty  thoufand  of  his  majefty’s 
proteftant  fubje&s,  praying,  *  A 
repeal  of  the  a£t  paffed  the  laff 
feiiion  in  favour  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,’  and  moved  tc  have  the 
faid  petition  brought  up. 

Mr.  Alderman  Bull  feconded 
the  motion,  and  leave  was  given 
accordingly. 

Having  brought  up  the  petition, 
his  Lordffiip  then  moved  to  have 


it  takfen  into  immediate  confider- 
ation,  and  was  again  feconded  by 
Mr.  Alderman  Bull. 

After  fome  debate,  the  Houfe 
divided;  and  there  appeared  6  for 
the  petition;  anti  192  againft  it* 
Soon  after  this  the  Houfe  adjourn¬ 
ed,  and  the  mob  having  difperfed 
from  the  avehues  of  both  Houfes, 
the  guards  were  ordered  home. 

Though  order  and  tranquillity 
were  re-eitablifhed  in  this  part  of 
the  town,  it  was  far  otherwife 
elfewhere.  The  mob  paraded  off 
in  different  divifions  from  Palace- 
yard,  and  fome  of  them  went  to 
the  Romifh  Chapel  in  Duke-ftreet* 
Lincoln’s-inn-iields,,  others  to  that 
in  Warwick- fireet,  Golden-fquare/ 
both  of  v/hich  they  in  a  great 
meafure  demoliffied*  The  mili¬ 
tary  were  fent  for,  but  could  not 
arrive  time  enough  at  either  to 
prevent  mifchief.  Thirteen  of 
the  rioters  were  however  taken, 
and  the  mob,  for  that  night,  dif- 
perfed. 

The  riots,  v/hich  were  fo  alarm 
ing  on  the  Friday  evening,  partly 
fubfided  on  Saturday;  but  on 
Sunday  in  the  afternoon,  the  ri* 
oters  affembled  again  in  large  bo¬ 
dies,  and  attacked  the  chapels 
and  dvveiling-houfes  of  the  ca¬ 
tholics  in  and  about  Moorfields* 
They  ffript  their  houfes  of  furni¬ 
ture,  and  their  chapels  not  only 
of  the  ornaments  and  infignia  of 
religion,  but  tore  up  the  altars, 
pulpits,  pews,  and  benches;  and 
made  fires  of  them,  leaving  no¬ 
thing  but  the  bare  walls. 

On  Monday  the  rioters  collected 
again.  Some  paraded  with  the 
reliques  of havock,  which  they  col¬ 
lected  in  Moorlields,  as  far  as 
Lord  George  Gordon’s  houfe  in 
Wclbeck- firee-t,  and  afterwards 
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burnt  them  in  the  adjacent  fields. 
Another  party  went  to  Virginia- 
la'ne,  Wapping,  and  a  third  to 
Nightingale-lane,Ead-$mithfield, 
where  they  feverally  defiroyed  the' 
catholic  chapels,  and  committed 
other  outrages.  Mr.  Rainsforth, 
tallow-chandler,  of  Stanhope- 
ffreet,  Clare  -  market,  and  Mr. 
Maberly,  of  Little  Queen-fireet, 
Lincoln’s  -  inn  -  fields,  who  had 
appeared  as  evidences  on  the  exa¬ 
mination  of  thofe  who  had  been 
committed,  had  each  of  them  their 
houfes  and  fhops  ftripped,  and 
their  contents  committed  to  the 
flames.  Sir  George  Saville’s  houfe 
in  Leicefter-fields,  underwent  the 
fame  fate,  for  preparing  and 
bringing  the  bill  into  parliament, 
in  favour  of  the  catholics. 

This  day  alfo,  which  was  held 
as  the  anniverfary  of  the  king’s 
birth  -  day,  a  proclamation  was 
ifiued,  promifing  a  reward  of  500I. 
to  thofe  who  would  make  difco- 
rery  of  the  perfon3  concerned  in 
demoliihing  and  fetting  fire  to  the 
Sardinian  and  Bavarian  chapels. 
The  perfons  formerly  apprehend¬ 
ed  were  re-examined,  and  fome 
were  difcharged ;  others  were  or¬ 
dered  to  Newgate,  and  were  ef- 
corted  there  by  a  party  of  the 
guards,,  whom,  on  their  return,, 
the  mob  pelted. 

G11  Tuefday  all  the  military  in 
town  were  ordered  on  duty  at  the 
Tower,  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment^  St.  James’s,  St.  George’s 
Fields,  &c.  during  the  day.  Not- 
withftanding  every  precaution, 
Lord  Sandwich  was  wounded  in 
attempting  to  go  down  to  the 
Parliament  Houfe  to  attend  his 
duty,  his  carriage  demolilhed, 
and  himfelf  refcued  by  thd  mili¬ 
tary  with  difficulty*. 
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About  fix  in  the  evening  one 
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party  went  to  the  houfe  of  j ufiice 
Hyde,  near  .Leicefler-fields,  which- 
they  defiroyed  ;  another  party  pa¬ 
raded  through  Long  Acre,  down 
tlolborn,  &c.  till  they  came  to 
Newgate,  and  publicly  declared 
they  would  go  and  releafe  the 
confined  r.ioters.  When  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  doors  of  the  prifon, 
they  demanded  of  Mr.  Akerman, 
the  keeper,  to  have  their  com¬ 
rades  immediately  delivered  up  to 
them  ;  and  upon  his  perfifting  to 
do  his  duty,  by  refufing,  they 
began  to  break  the  windows,  fome 
to  batter  the  doors  and  entrances 
into  the  cells,  with  pick-axes  and 
fledge-bammers,  others  with  lad¬ 
ders  to  climb  the  walls,  while 
feveral  collected  fire-brands,  and 
whatever  co-mbufiihles , they  could 
find,  and  flung  into-  his  dwelling- 
houfe.  What  contributed  to  the 
fpreading  of  the  flames,  was  the 
great  quantity  of  houthold  furni¬ 
ture  belonging  to  Mr.  Akerman* 
which  they  threw  out  of  the  win¬ 
dows,  piled  up  againft  the  doors* 
and  fet  fire  to  ;  the  force  of  which 
prefen tly  communicated  to  the 
houfe,  from  the  houfe  to  the  cha¬ 
pel,  and  from  thence  through  the 
prifon.  As  boon  as  the  flames  had- 
defiroyed  Mr.  Akerman’s  houfe, 
which  was  part  of  Newgate,  and 
were  communicated  to  the  wards 
and  cells,  all  the  prifoners,  to  the 
amount  of  three  hundred,  among 
whom  were  four  under  fentence 
of  death,  and  ordered  for  exe¬ 
cution  on  the  Thurfday  following, 
were  releafed. 

Not  fatiated  with  the  defir uflion 
of  this  great  building,  a  party  was 
fent  among;  the  catholics  in  De-- 
vonfhire-ftreet.  Red  Lion-fquare^ 
another  to  the  houfe  of  Jufiice 
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Cox,  in  Great  Queen-ftreet,  which 
was  loon  dellroyed  ;  a  third  broke 
open  the  doors  of  the  New  Prifon, 
Clerkenwell,  and  turned  out  all 
the  prifoners;  a  fourth  dellroyed 
the  furniture  and  effects,  writings. 
Sec.  <*f  Sir  John  Fielding;  and  a 
fifth  defperate  and  infernal  gang 
went  to  the  elegant  houfe  of  Lord 
Mansfield,  in  Bloomfbnry-fquare, 
which  they,  with  the  molt  unre¬ 
lenting  fury,  fet  fire  to  and  con- 
fumed. — They  began  by  break¬ 
ing  down  the  doors  and  windows, 
and  from  every  part  of  the  houfe 
flung  the  fuperb  furniture  into 
the  lireet,  where  larp-e  fires  were 
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made  to  deflroy  it.  They  then 
proceeded  to  his  lordfhip’s  law- 
library,  &c.  and  deftroyed  fome 
thoufand  volumes,  with  many  ca¬ 
pital  manuferipts,  mortgages,  pa¬ 
pers,  and  other  deeds.  The  rich 
wardrobe  of  wearing  apparel,  and 
fbme  very  capital  pictures,  were 
alfo  burned  ;  and  they  afterwards 
forced  their  way  into  his  lordlhip’s 
wine-cellars,  and  plentifully  be¬ 
llowed  it  on  the  populace.  A 
party  of  guards  now  arrived,  and 
a  magiftra'te  read  the  riot-acl, 
and.  then  was  obliged  to  give 
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orders  for  a  detachment  to  fire, 
when  about  fourteen  obeyed,  and 
ihot  feveral  men  and  women,  and 
wounded  others.  They  were  or¬ 
dered  to  fire  again,  which  they 
did,  without  effect.  This  did  not 
intimidate  the  mob  ;  they  began 
to  pull  the  houfe  down,  and  burn 
the  floors,  planks,  fpars,  &c.  and 
deilroyed  the  out-houfes  and  fta- 
bles ;  fo  that  in  a  fhort  time  the 
whole  was  confumed. — Lord  and 


Lady  Mansfield  made  their  efcape 
through  a  back  door,  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  before  the  rioters  broke  in. 
and  took  poffefiion  of  the  houfe. 

It  is  impoflible  to  give  any  ade- 
quate  defeription  of  the  events  of 
Wednefday.  Notice  was  fent 
round  to  the  public  prifons  of  the 
King’s- Blench,  Fleet,  &c.  by  the 
mob,  at  what  time  they  would 
come  and  burn  them  down.  The 
fame  kind  of  infernal  humanity 
was  exercifed  towards  Mr.  Lang- 
dale,  a  diftiller,  in  Holborn,  whole 
lofs  is  faid  to  amount  to  near 
ioojoool.  and  feveral  otherRomifii 
individuals.  In  the  afternoon  all 
the  (hops  were  fhu.t,  and  bits  of 
blue  filk,  by  way  of  flags,  hung 
out  at  mofl  houfes,  with  the  words 
‘No  Popery/  chalked  on  the 
doors  and  windovy  -  fhn tiers,  by 
way  of  deprecating  the  fury  of 
the  infurgents,  from  which  no 
perfon  thought  himfelf  fecure. 

As  fooE  as  the  day  was  drawing 
towards  a  ciofe,  one  of  the  moll 
dreadful  fpeftacles  this  country 
ever  beheld  was  exhibited.  Let 
thofe,  who  vvhre  not  fpeclators  of 
it,  judge  what  the  Inhabitants 
felt  when  they  beheld  at  the  fame 
inftant  the  flames  afeending  and 
rolling  in  clouds  from  the  King’s- 
Bench  and  Fleet  Prifons,  from 
New  Bridewell,  from  the  toll- 
gates  on  Black  -  friars  Bridge  *, 
from  houfes  in  every  quarter  of 
the  town,  and  particularly  from 
the  bottom  and  middle  of  Hol¬ 
born,  where  the  conflagration 
was  horrible  beyond  defeription. 
The  houfes  that  were  firil  fet  on 
Are  at  this  laft-mentioned  place. 


*  The  toll-gates  at  Black-friars  appear  to  have  been  burnt  for  the  fake  of 
plunder:  fome  lives  were  loft  there,  and  one  man,  wfio  was  Ihot,  ran  thirty  or 
forty  yards  before  droplock 
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both  belonged  to  Mr.  Langdale, 
an  eminent  diftiller,  and  contained 
immenfe  quantities  of  fpirituous 
liquors. — Six-and-thirty  fires,  all 
biasing  at  one  time,  and  in 
different  quarters  of  the  city, 
were  to  be  fecn  from  one  fpct, 
* — During  the  whole  night  men, 
women,  and  children,  were  run¬ 
ning  up  and  down  with  fuch 
goods  and  effects  as  they  wifhed 
mod  to  preferve.  The  tremendous 
roar  of  the  authors  of  thefe  hor¬ 
rible  fcenes  was  heard  at  one  in¬ 
flan  t,  and  at  the  next,  the  dread¬ 
ful  reports  of  foldiers  mufquets, 
firing  in  platoons,  and  from  dif¬ 
ferent  quarters:  in  fhort,  every 
thing  ferved  to  imprefs  the  mind 
with  ideas  of  univerfal  anarchy 
and  approaching  defolation. 

Two  attempts,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  day,  were  made  upon 
the  Bank ;  but  the  rioters  were 
fo  much  intimidated  by  the 
flrength  with  which  they  beheld 
it  guarded,  that  their  attacks  were 
but  feebly  conduced,  and  they 
were  repulfed  at  the  firfl  fire  from 
the  military.  They  made  an 
effort  to  break  into  the  Pay-office 
like  wife,  and  met  the  fame  fate. 
Several  of  them  fell  in  thefe  fkir- 
xniflies,  and  many  were  wounded. 

Had  the  Bank  and  the  public 
offices  been  the  find  obje&s  of 
their  fury,  inftead  of  the  houfes  of 
individuals,  the  chapels,  and  the 
prifons,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
but  they  would  have  Succeeded  in 
their  attempt;  and  what  the  con- 
i’equences  in  that  cafe  would  have 
been,  let  any  rational  mind  figure 
to  itfelfl. 

It  is  impoffible  to  afcertain  the 
purnber  of  unhappy  wretches  who 
loft  their  lives  in  the  courfe  of 
this  dreadful  night. — Powder  and 


ball  was  not  fo  fatal  to  them  aa 
their  own  inordinate  appetites, 
Numbers  died  with  inebriation, 
eipecially  at  the  diftilleries  of  the 
unfortunate  Mr.  Langdale,  from 
whofe  vefteis  the  liquor  ran  down 
the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  was  taken 
up  by  pailfuls,  and  held  to  the 
mouths  of  the  deluded  multitude; 
many  of  whom  killed  themfelves 
with  drinking  non-redified  (pints, 
and  were  burnt  or  buried  in  the 
ruins. 

The  regulars  and  militia  had 
poured  in  fo  faft,  in  confequence 
of  the  exprefies  difpatched  for 
that  purpofe,  that  the  citizens  on 
Thurfday  began  to  recover  from 
their  con fter nation.  They  were, 
however,  fo  thoroughly  alarmed, 
and  fo  much  aiteded  by  the  de¬ 
predations  they  beheld  on  every 
fide,  that  the  (hops  were  univer- 
fally  (hut  from  Tyburn  to  White¬ 
chapel,  and  no  bufinefs  of  any 
kind,  except  at  the  Bank,  was 
tran faded.  —  The  military  were 
exceedingly  adlive  this  day ;  and 
fecured  great  numbers  of  difor- 
derly  per fons ;  feveral  were  taken 
in  the  cells  of  Newgate,  attempt-, 
ing  to  rekindle  the  fire  in  thofe 
parts  which  had  not  been  totally 
deftroyed. 

The  following  is  faid  to  be  a 
copy  of  the  return  made  to  Lord 
Amherft  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  during  the  difturbances : 


By  afiociation  troops  |  ^ 


and  guards 

c> 

By  light  horfe 
Died  in  hofrutals 


:09 


101 

75 


T? 


Prifonersnow  under  cure  173 


458 

The  number  of  thofe  who  pe- 
riihed  from  inebriation,  and  in 

the 
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the  ruins  of  the  demolished  houfes, 
is  not  known,  but  is  conceived  to 
have  been  very  coniiderable. 

Friday,  at  eleven  o’clock,  a 
Council  was  held  at  Lord  Stor¬ 
mont’s  oflice  in  Cleveland-row ; 
in  cdnfequence  of  which,  a  war¬ 
rant  was  itTued  by  his  Majeiiy’s 
Principal  Secretaries  of  State,  di- 
refte'd  to  Mann  and  Staley,  two 
of  his  Maj city’s  Mefiengers  in  or¬ 
dinary,  for  the  apprehending  and 
taking  into  fafe  cuitody,  the  Right 
Honourable  Lord  George  Gordon. 
The  meffengers,  on  receiving  their 
warrants,  inftantly  repaired  to  his 
houfe  in  Welbeck  -  ftreet,  and, 
getting  admittance,  were  intro¬ 
duced  to  his  lordlhip,  whom  they 
made  immediately  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  their  vifit : — Lord 
George  only  replied, — *  If  yon 
are  fure  it  is  me  you  want,  I  am 
ready  to  attend  you  !’ — Upon 
which,  a  hackney-coach  being 
previoufly  got  ready,  and  a  party 
of  light  horfe  having  received 
orders  to  attend  in  an  adjacent 
flreet,  his  lqrdfhip  was  conducted 
fafely  by  them,  about  fix  o’clock, 
to  the  Horfe -Guards,— -A  long 
examination  took  place  in  the 
War-office,  before  the  Lord  Pre- 
hdent,  Lord  North,  Lord  Am- 
herft,  the  Secretaries  of  State,  and 
fcveral  other  Lords  of  the  Privy- 
council  ;  and  at  half  an  hour  after 
nine.  Lord  George  Gordon  was 
committed  a  clofe  prifoner  to  the 
Tower.  The  guards  that  attended 
him  were  by  far  the  greatefi:  in 
number  ever  remembered  to  guard 
a  Fate  prifoner.  A  large  party  of 
infantry  preceded  in  front,  his 
Lordlhip  following  in  a  coach,  in 
which  were  two  officers ;  two  fol- 
diers  rode  behind  the  coach,  and 
immediately  followed  General 

4 


Carpenter’s  regiment  pf  dra.  cons ; 
after  which  came  a  colonel’s  guard 
of  the  foot  guards,  befides  a  party 
of  the  militia,  which  marched  on 
each  fide  of  the  coach.  The  ca¬ 
valcade  palled  over  Wellminiter- 
bridge,  through  St.  George’s 
Fields,  the  Borough,  and  fo  oa 
to  the  Tower,  where  his  lordlhip 
alighted  about  ten  o’clock,  and 
relied  that  night  in  the  Governor’s 
apartments. — The  fame  day  Mr. 
Filher,  Secretary  to  the  Protellant 
Afiociation,  was  taken  to  the 
Tower,  examined  by  the  Privv- 
council,  and  honourably  dif- 
miiTed. 

The  arrangement  of  the  mili¬ 
tary,  that  was  made  on  Thurfday, 
produced  fo  good  an  efFeft,  that 
there  was  no  riot  or  dillurbances 
in  any  part  of  the  town,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  night,  and  the  next 
day  (Friday)  peace  and  tran- 
quility  were  reliored,  and  the 
only  uneafinefs  felt,  was,  that 
the  metropolis  was  fubjefted  to 
martial  law.  This  very  difa- 
greeable  apprehenfion  arofe  from 
the  proclamation  which  was  ilTued, 
declaring  that  orders  were  given 
to  the  military  power  to  exert 
their  utmoll  endeavours  for  the 
rellcring  of  peace.  In  order,  how¬ 
ever,  to  diffipate  this  idea,  the 
following  hand-bill  was  circulated 
in  every  quarter  of  the  town:  — 

*  Whereas  fome  ill  defigning 
and  malicious  perfons  have  pub- 
lifrved,  for  the  purpofe  of  difquiet- 
ing  the  minds  of  his  Majefty’s 
faithful  fubje&s,  that  it  is  in¬ 
tended  to  try  the  prifoners,  now 
in  cuflody,  by  martial  law  ;  no¬ 
tice  is  given,  by  authority,  that 
no  fuch  purpofe  or  intention  has 
ever  been  in  the  contemplation  of 
Government ;  but  that  the  faid 
[£]  4  pri formers 
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prifoners  will  be  tried  by  the  due 
courfe  of  law,  as  expeditioufly  as 
may  be.’ 

We  mud  not  forget  to  mention, 
that  attempts  were  made  to  create 
the  fame  difturbances  at  Hull, 
Briftol,  and  Bath.  By  the  care 
and  attention  of  the  civil  ma- 
gifirate  they  were  fruftrated ;  but 
at  Bath  not  till  a  chapel  and  fome 
lioufes  were  dedroyed. 

TINT  this  ample  detail  of  the  tu- 
A-  mults,  which  threatened  the  very 
exidence  of  the  metropolis,  it 
cannot  but  be  remarked,  that 
fcarce  any  attempt  appears  to  have 
been  made  either  to  prevent  them, 
or  to  check  their  progrefs.  F6r  fix 
days  fuccedively,  from  Friday  the 
2d  of  June  to  Thurfday  the  8th, 
the  cities  of  London  and  Weft- 
minlier  were  delivered  up  into 
the  hands  of  an  unarmed  and 
namelefs  mob,  to  be  plundered 
at  its  difcretion.  Much  blame  on 
this  account  has  been  thrown  on 
the  magillrates  of  the  cities,  much 
on  the  king’s  minifters ;  with 
what  judice  the  following  au¬ 
thentic  papers  will  in  fome  mea- 
fure  enable  our  readers  to  judge. 

Copies  of  the  Letters  which  paffed 
between  the  Secretaries  of  State , 
the  Lord  P  ref  dent  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  t  the  Commander  in  Chief \ 
arid  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Al¬ 
dermen  of  the  City  of  London, 
and  alfo  of  the  King’s  Procla¬ 
mation ,  relative  to  the  late  Riots , 

St.  fames’s,  'June  3,  1780, 
14  M.  p.  Two  P.  M. 
My  Lord, 

AS  information  which  I  have 
received  gives  me  reafon  to  ap¬ 
prehend  that  tumults  may  arife 


G  I  S  T  E  R,  1 780* 

within  your  lordlhip’s  jurifdiclion, 
I  think  it  my  duty  to  convey  to 
you  immediately  this  information. 
X  cannot-  too  lirongly  recommend 
the  matter  to  your  lordlhip’s  at¬ 
tention,  and  am  confident,  from 
your  known  activity,  that  you 
will  not  omit  any  legal  exertion 
of  the  civil  power  which  may  con¬ 
tribute  upon  this  occalicn  to  pre-* 
ferve  the  public  peace. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

My  lord. 

Your  iordfhip’s 

Mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Stormont, 
The  Tight  Hon.  the  Lord 

Mayor  of  London.  ■ 

St.  James’s ,  June  4,  1 780, 
25  M.  p.  Ten ,  P .  M. 
MyLord, 

INFORMATION  which  X 
have  juft  received  makes  me  think 
it  my  indifpenfable  duty  to  re¬ 
commend  the  contents  of  the  let¬ 
ter  which  I  had  the  honour  to 
write  to  your  lordlhip  yefterday, 
to  your  mod  ferious  confederation, 
I  cannot  but  hope  and  trull,  from 
your  lor  dill  ip’s  known  zeal  and 
activity,  that  every  efteflual  legal 
method  will  be  ufed  by  you  to 
preferve  the  public  peace,  by- 
guarding  it  againft  thofe  dangers 
to  which  it  Hands  expofed. 

I  am,  with  great  refpefil. 

My  lord. 

Your  lordlhip’s 

Mod  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Stormont, 

Tight  Hon .  the  Lord  Mayor. 

St.  James’s,  June  5,  1780* 
My  Lord, 

WE  learnt  with  pleafure,  by 
your  lordlhip’s  verbal  anfwer  re¬ 
turned  to  Lord  Stormont’s  letter 

of 


\ 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [2% 


of  lad  night,  that  you  were  then 
ufing  your  belt  endeavours  to  dif- 
erfe  the  tumultuous  adembly  in 
'Icorfiolds,  and  to  prevent  every 
outrage.  Thofe  endeavours  feem 
to  have  been  in  forne  degree  fuc- 
cefsful  for  a  time  ;  but  we  have 
juit  received  intelligence,  which 
gives  us  equal  concern  apd  fur- 
prize,  that  there  is  aft  gaily  a  ri¬ 
otous  meeting  at  the  fame  place, 
and  that  a  great  number  of  fe- 
ditious  perfons  are  employed  in 
demolishing  different  dweliing- 
houles,  and  all  this  is  done  in 
broad  day,  according  to  our  in¬ 
formation,  without  the  lead  in- 
terpofition  of  the  civil  magiltrates 
to  preferve  the  public  peace. 

Under  thefe  considerations  we 
think  it  our  indifpe-nfable  duty 
again  to  call  your  lordfhip’s  at¬ 
tention  to  fuch  very  ferious  objefts, 
and  we  cannot  but  perfuade  our- 
felves  that  you  v/ill  feel  that  a 
condant,  uninterrupted  exertion 
of  every  poffible  legal  endeavour 
to  prevent  or  quell  fuch  outrages, 
and  to  preferve  or  redore  the  pub¬ 
lic  order  and  tranquility,  and  to 
feize  and  fecure  the  principal  de¬ 
linquents,  that  they  may  be 
brought  to  judice,  is  an  indif- 
pen fable  part  of  the  duty  of  the 
high  dation  in  which  your  lord¬ 
ship  is  placed. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  lord. 

Your  lord  Chip’s  mod  obedient, 
and  mod  humble  fervants, 
Stormont, 
Hillsborough. 
the  Right  Hon.  the  Lord  Mayor 
of  the  city  of  London. 

George  R. 

WHEREAS  a  great  number 
pf  disorderly  perfons  hdve  aiTeiu- 


b’cd  themfelves  together  in  a 
riotous  and  tumultuous  manner, 
and  have  been  guilty  of  many  ads 
of  treafon  and  rebellion,  having 
made  an  aSTault  on  the  gaol  of 
Newgate,  fet  loofe  the  prisoners 
confined  therein,  and  fet  fire  to 
and  destroyed  the  Said  prifon ; 
And  whereas  houfes  are  now 
pulling  down  in  feveral  parts  of 
our  cities  of  London  and  Wed- 
minder,  and  liberties  thereof,  and 
fires  kindled  for  confuming  the. 
materials  and  furniture  of  the 
fame,  whereby  it  is  become  ab- 
folutely  necefifary  to  ufe  the  mod 
effectual  means  to  quiet  fuch. 
diiturbances,  to  preferve  the  lives 
and  properties  of  individuals,  and 
to  redore  the  peace  of  the  country: 
We,  therefore,  taking  the  fame 
into  our  mod  ferious  consideration, 
have  thought  fit,  by  and  with  the 
advice 'of  our  Privy  Council,  to 
i/Tue  this  our  royal  Proclamation, 
hereby  Strictly  charging  and  ex¬ 
horting  all  our  loving  fubjects  to 
preferve  the  peace,  and  to  keep 
themfelves,  their  fervants  and  ap¬ 
prentices,  quietly  within  their 
refpeftive  dwelling’s,  to  the'  end 
that  all  weli-difpoied  perfons  may 
avoid  thepe  mifehiefs  vvhich  the 
continue <s4e  of  fuch  riotous  pro¬ 
ceedings  may  bring  upon  the 
guilty  :  And  as  it  is  neceiTary, 
from  the  circurndances  before- 
mentioned,  to  employ  the  military 
force,  with  which  we  are  by  law 
entruded  for  the  immediate  fup- 
prefiion  of  fuch  rebellious  and 
traiterous  attempts,  now  making 
againd  the  peace  and  dignity  of 
our  Crown,  and  the  fafety  of  the 
lives  and  properties  of  our  fub¬ 
jects,  We  have  therefore  iffued 
the  mod  direft  and  effectual  orders 
to  all  our  officers,  by  an  imme¬ 
diate 
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diate  exertion  of  their  utmod 
force,  to  reprefs  the  fame,  of 
which  all  perfons  are  to  take 
notice. 

Given  at  our  Court  at  St. 
Jameses,  the  feventh  day  of 
June,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  eighty,  in  the 
twentieth  year  of  our  reign. 

God  fave  the  King. 

On  tbs  fame  day  the  following 
general  orders  were  iffued  to  the 
officers  and  commanders  of  all  his 
majefif  s  forces  in  Great -Britain. 

GENERAL  ORDERS. 

Adjutant  -  generaVs  office , 
funs  7,  1780. 

*f  In  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  king  in  council,  the  military 
to  a£l  without  waiting  for  di- 
reflions  from  the  civil  magidrates, 
and  to  ufe  force  for  difperfmg  the 
illegal  and  tumultuous  affemblies 
of  the  people. 

W  m.Amherst,  A  dj  u  tan  t-  gen . 5  ’ 

Several  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
London  having  propefed  to  arm 
them] elves  for  their  co77imon  pre - 
fervation ,  the  following  letters 
pafed  077  that  jubjeff. 

Whitehall ,  12 th  funs,  1780. 

SIR, 

I  HAVE  received  the  favour 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  with 
the  feveral  papers  inclofed.  If  in 
the  printed  paper,  with  the  lord 
mayor’s  name  annexed,  firelocks 
are  meant  by  the  words,  “  with 
their  ar7nsf>  in  the  firft  article  of 
the  paper,  I  wholly  difapprove  of 
that  intention:  no  perfon  can  bear 
arms  in  this  country  but  under  offi¬ 
cers  having  the  king’s  commi  flions. 


The  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of  Southwark,  thofe  of  the  pariih  of 
Covent-garden,  and  fome  of  other 
pari dies,  have  formed  themfelves 
into  very  ufeful,  and  at  the  fame 
time  unexceptionable  afiociations  ; 
and  if  fomething  of  the  fame  kind 
was  adopted  in  the  city,  there  is 
no  doubt  but  much  ufe  and  great 
fecurity  would  arife  therefrom  ; 
but  the  ufing  of  dre-arms  is  im¬ 
proper,  unnecedary,  and  cannot  be 
approved. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir,  &c, 

Amherst. 

Lieut .  Col.  :l  wife  ton. 

Whitehall ,  I  yh  fane,  1780. 
S  I  R, 

I  H  A V  E  received  the  favour, 
of  your  letter  of  this  date,  on  the 
fubjeft  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city  being  permitted  to  carry  arms, 
and  I  cannot  fay  more  on  the  ge¬ 
neral  fubjedt  than  I  mentioned  in 
my  letter  to  you  of  yederday’s 
date,  which  was  a  clear  difappro- 
bation  of  that  part  of  the  lord 
mayor’s  plan  which  regards  the 
arms, 

If  therefore  any  arms  are  found 
in  the  hands  of  perfons,  except 
they  are  of  the  city  militia,  or  are 
perfons  authorized  by  the  king  to 
be  armed,  you  will  pleafe  to  order 
the  arms  to  be  delivered  up  to  you, 
to  be  fafely  kept  until  further  order. 

I  am,  S  I  R, 

Your  mod  obedient, 
and  molt  humble  fervant, 
Amherst. 

Lieut.  Col.  fwifeton. 

Whitehall ,  fune  14,  1780. 
S  I  R, 

I  HAVE  had  the  honour  to 
receive  your  letter  of  this  day’s 

date* 
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date,  and  I  have  alfo  feen  Lieute¬ 
nant-colonel  Grinfield.  I  cannot 
fay  more  regarding  the  propofal 
for  putting  arms  into  the  hands  of 
tlie  inhabitants  of  the  city,  than 
is  contained  in  my  letters  to  you 
of  Monday’s  and  yeflerday’s  date, 
and  I  fully  approve  of  your  con¬ 
duct  upon  the  whole  of  this  bufinefs. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the 
aldermen  in  propofing  to  arm  their 
wards,  mean  by  way  of  general 
defence;  but  fuppofing  that  the 
afTembling  the  inhabitants  under 
arms  was  legal,  the  inconvenien- 
cies  which  you  have  hated  to  the 
mayor,  &c.  as  likely  to  arife  from 
the  motley  appearance  of  the  arm¬ 
ed  inhabitants  in  cafe  of  the  rio¬ 
ters  afTembling  again,  fhould,  I 
think,  be  fufficient  to  induce  the 
magiftrates  of  the  city  to  drop  the 
intention. 

I  have  laid  before  the  king’s 
confidential  fervants  all  your  let¬ 
ters  upon  this  fubjeft,  together 
with  copies  of  my  anfwers  to  them ; 
and  I  am  very  glad  to  inform  you 
that  your  conduct  has  received  their 
full  approbation,  as  well  as  that 
of. 

Sir,  Sec, 

Amherst. 

Colonel  Tvuijleton, 

Bridge  Ward  Within ,  I  $tb  June , 
1780. 

My  Lord, 

WE  are  directed,  by  the  unani¬ 
mous  refolucion  of  a  very  nume¬ 
rous  and  refpe&able  wardmote, 
held  at  Fifhmongers-hall,  this  day, 
before  Thomas  Wooldridge,  Efq; 
alderman,  to  apply  to  your  lord- 
Ihip  for  the  king’s  leave  to  alTociate 
ourfelves,  purfuant  to  the  annex¬ 
ed  plan,  for  the  preservation  of 


ourfelves  and  neighbours,  againft 
a  renewal  of  the  mifehiefs  fo  re¬ 
cently  experienced  from  a  lavvlefs 
and  licentious  banditti. 

As  the  flrongeft  fentiments  of 
loyalty  and  affedion  to  his  majefty 
and  the  conflitution  are  our  go¬ 
verning  principles,  we  rely  on  your 
lordfhip’s  kind  recommendation  of 
this  meafure. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be 

your  lordfhip’s,  &c . 
James  Sanderson, 
James  Davidson, 
Joseph  Hardcastle* 
Wm.  Anderson, 

Jac.  Wrench, 

M.  Duke  Thompson, 
Eras.  Garret. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Amherjl ,  Idc,  £sV. 

*The  Plan  referred  to  above. 

A  battalion  company  of  fifty  of 
the  opulent  part  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  armed,  cloathed,  and  taught 
the  manual  and  platoon  exercife, 
at  their  own  expence,  and  not  to 
do  duty  out  of  Bridge  Ward. 

Whitehall ,  1 6th  June ,  1 7  So. 
SIR 

HAVIN  G  laid  before  the  king 
the  letter  of  yefterday’s  date,  figned 
by  feveral  gentlemen  of  the  Ward 
of  Bridge  Within,  that  you  put  into 
my  hands  this  morning,  wherein 
it  is  defired  that  a  certain  number 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ward 
may  have  leave  to  form  themfelves 
into  a  company,  and  be  armed 
for  the  purpofe  of  preferving  them¬ 
felves  and  neighbours  in  cafe  there 
fhould  be  a  renewal  of  the  la:e 
mifehiefs  in  the  metropolis,  or  any 
affembly  of  a  Iawlefs  and  licen¬ 
tious  mob ;  and  the  faid  propor¬ 
tion  having  been  fully  taken  into 

confideration. 


i68]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


eon  federation,  I  am  to  acquaint 
you  that  it  is  not  thought  expe¬ 
dient  that  any  perions  fhould  be 
permitted  to  ufe  arms,  othervvife 
than  for  the  immediate  defence  of 
their  houfes,  or  being  under  the 
command  of  perfons  receiving  com- 
miffions  from  the  king. 

I  am.  Sir,  &c. 

Amherst. 

Mr.  Alderman  Wooldridge . 

In  con/equence  of  the  orders  from 
the  Adjutant-general  and  the  above 
letters ,  the  following  was  fent  to  the 
Earl  Bathurft : 

Guildhall ,  l^th  June,  1 780. 
My  Lord, 

I  AM  directed  by  the  court  of 
aldermen  to  inform  your  lordfhip, 
that,  in  obedience  to  your  lord- 
fhip’s  orders,  they  have  made  dili¬ 
gent  fearch  in  the  feveral  wards 
after  thofe  diforderly  perfons  who 
have  been  concerned  in  the  late 
dangerous  riots,  and  have  taken 
to  their  affi  dance  the  houfe  keep¬ 
ers  in  each  didriCt,  who  have  arm¬ 
ed  themfelves,  under  the  direction 
of  the  court,  for  the  purpofe  of 
fupporting  the  civil  magidrate ; 
but  having  communicated  to  the 
court  the  inclofed  letter  from  Lord 
A^mherd  to  Colonel  T wifjeton ,  who 
favoured  me  with  copies  of  them, 
the  court  are  defirous  that  fome 
explanation  may  be  given  to  thofe 
letters,  as  they  now  militate  againft 
the  orders  firil  received  from  your 
lordfhip  :  they  alfo  beg  leave  to 
be  informed  by  your  lordlhip  whe¬ 
ther  the  order  fent  to  Colonel 
Twifleton  by  the  Adjutant-gene¬ 
ral,  directing  the  military  to  a£t 
without  waiting  for  the  directions 


of  the  civil  magidrate,  is  to  co»n« 
tinue  in  force. 

I  beg  leave  to  fubferibe  myfelf, 
with  the  greated  refpedt, 
my  lord, 

youf  lordfhip’s, mod  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

B.  JCennett,  may  on 
Earl  Bathurfi. 

Answer. 

Whitehall)  Council-  chamber , 
June  15. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  honoured 
with  your  lordfhip’s  letter  of  yef- 
terday’s  date,  and  have  laid  the 
fame  before  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council,  and  am  to  inform  your 
lordfhip,  that  we  apprehend  Lord 
Amherd’s  letter  to  your  lordfhip 
of  the  13th  indant  has  not  been 
properly  underftood ;  for  when  he 
fpeaks  of  the  arms  in  the  hands  of 
the  city  militia,  or  other  perfons 
authorifed  by  the  king  to  be  arm¬ 
ed,  he  certainly  includes  the  arms 
in  the  hands  of  the  citizens  and 
houfekeepers,  who,  by  virtue  of 
an  order  of  the  court  of  lieute¬ 
nancy,  are  required  to  keep  them 
in  their  houles  ;  and  Colonel 
Twifleton  has  put  the  proper  con- 
ft  ruCtion  on  thofe  letters,  by  only 
taking  arms  from  fufpedted  per¬ 
fons,  or  thofe  who  could  not  give 
a  good  account  of  themfelves. 
While  the,  military,  neceffary  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  publicpeace, 
remain  in  the  city,  it  will,  no 
doubt,  be  proper  that  the  order 
of  the  Adjutant-general  for  their 
aCting  without  waiting  for  the  di¬ 
recting  of  the  civil  magidrate 
fhould  continue  in  force.  The 
attention  paid  by  the  inhabitants 
in  preferving  the  peace  of  the  fe¬ 
veral 
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Veral  wards  is  extremely  commend¬ 
able  ;  yet  the  greatefl  care  fhould 
be  taken  that  any  armed  houfe- 
keepers  do  not  expofe  themfelves 
to  the  military,  who  in  a  tumult 
might  not  be  able  to  diflinguifh 
them  from  the  rioters. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 

your  lordfhip’s  moll  obedient 
humble  fervant, 
Bathurst,  P. 
Right  Hon .  Lord  Major. 

To  which  the  following  Reply 
was  fe.nt . 


Guildhall ,  fune  1 7,  1780. 
My  Lord, 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  your  lordfhip’s  letter  of 
the  15th,  which  I  communicated 
to  the  court  of  aldermen  yeflerday, 
by  whom  I  am  directed  to  repre¬ 
sent  to  your  lordlhip,  that  if  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  refer  to  my  let¬ 
ter  of  the  14th,  your  lordfhip  will 
find  the  letters  of  Lord  Amherfl’s 
there  mentioned  (copies  of  which 
were  inciofed)  were  not  addrelTed 
to  me,  but  to  Colonel  Twifleton  ; 
the  fecond  of  which  feems  to  im¬ 
port  an  order  to  him  to  di farm  all 
perfons  in  w'hol'e  hands  arms  Ihould 
be  found,  except  the  city  militia, 
and  perfons  authorized  by  the 
king  to  be  armed;  which  order, 
it  is  apprehended,  would,  if  liter¬ 
ally  executed,  difarm  thofe  aflifl- 
ants,  without  whom  it  would  have 
been  impoflible  to  have  executed, 
and  will  now  be  impoflible  to  pro¬ 
ceed  in  the  execution  of  the  order 
of  council  of  the  9th  inflant ;  the 
aflidance  which  the  aldermen  of 
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this  city  judged  necefTary  to  take 
with  them  in  the  execution  of  that 
order,  in  addition  to  the  peace  offi¬ 
cers,  being  bodies  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  their  refpeflive  wards, 
who  have  armed  themfelves  under 
the  direction  of  the  court  of  aider- 
men  (not  the  court  of  lieutenancy)' 
for  the  purpofe  of 
civil  magillrate. 

The  court  were  the  more  in¬ 
clined  to  fear,  that  the  -order  in 
queflion  would  be  fo  interpreted,  aa 
Lord  Amherfl:  had  in  his  letter  to 
Colonel  Twifleton  of  the  twelfth 
inflant  exprefied  it  to  be  his  opi¬ 
nion,  that  no  man  can  bear  arms 
in  this  country  but  under  officers 
having  the  king’s  commiflion  ;  this 
was  what  was  meant  by  faying 
that  thofe  letters  militate  againft 
the  orders  firfl  received  from  your 
lordfhip,  and  the  court  defire  to 
fubmit  to  your  Iordfhip’s  confider- 
ation  whether  fome  further  expla¬ 
nation  may  not  be  necefTary  to 
prevent  a  conflruflion,  which  would 
leave  the  civil  magillrate  without 
power  to  afi  at  all,  for  want  of 
necefTary  Tupport,  efpecially  if  it 
be  thought  proper  that  the  Adju¬ 
tant-general’s  order  for  the  mili¬ 
tary  to  aft,  without  waiting  for 
the  direction  of  the  civil  magi- 
flrate,  fhould  continue  longer  in 
force. 

I  am  further  direfled  by  the 
court  to  reprefent  to  your  lordfhip, 
that  in  forming  their  opinion  upon 
this  fubjefl,  and  requefling  a  fur¬ 
ther  explanation  of  Lord  Amherft’s 
letters,  they  have  not  forgotten 
the  undoubted  right  of  all  his  ma- 
jefly’s  Proteflant  fubjefts,  as  de¬ 
clared  by  the  Firfl  of  William  and 
Mary,  Stat.  2.  Chap.  2.  to  have 
arms  for  their  defence  fuitable  to- 

their 
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their  condition,  and  as  allowed  by 
law. 

X  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  the  greateft  refpedt, 
my  lord, 

your  lordlhip’s  nioft  obedient, 
humble  lervant, 

B.  Kemnet,  mayor. 

Earl  Bathurji. 

A  NSWER. 

Whitehall)  Council-  chamber) 
June  20,  1780. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  been  honoured  with 
your  lordfhip’s  letter  of  the  17th 
inftant,  defiring  a  further  explana¬ 
tion  of  the  letters  fent  by  Lord 
Am  herd  to  Colonel  Twifleton,  Sec. 
and  have  taken  the  firft  opportu¬ 
nity  of  laying  your  lordfhip’s  faid 
letter  before  the  council  ;  and  I 
am  to  fay  that  it  is  the  opinion  of 
their  lordfhips,  that  the  matter 
has  been  fully  explained  in  my  let¬ 
ter  to  your  Iordfhip  of  the  njth. — - 
Butin  regard  to  what  your  lord- 
ihip  intimates  of  the  impracticabi¬ 
lity  of  proceeding  in  the  execution 
of  what  was  required  by  the  letter 
from  the  privy-council  of  the  9th 
inftant,  without  the  affiftance  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  wards, 
who  have  armed  themfelves ;  the 
council  is  of  opinion,  that  at  a 
time  like  this  of  real  danger  from 
riots,  tumults,  and  rebellious  in- 
furredtions,  a  reafonable  number 
of  inhabitants,  armed  according  to 
the  nature  and  circumftance  of  the 
cafe,  may  attend  the  peace  officers 
as  affifb.nts  to  them,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  public  peace,  un¬ 
til  the  danger  be  overt  but  al¬ 
though  his  majefty’s  Froteftant 
fubjedts  may  have  arms  for  their 
defence  fuitable  to  their  condi¬ 


tions,  and  as  allowed  by  law,  fit 
they  cannot  by  law  aliemble  irT 
bodies  armed,  and  be  mafrered 
'  and  arrayed  without  the  authority 
of  his  majefty. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 

your  lordlhip’s  moll  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
Bathurst,  P* 
Eight  Hon.  Lord  Mayor . 

Second  Reply. 

'Guildhall)  June  24,  1 78O0 
My  Lord* 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  you f 
lordfhip’s  letter  of  the  20th,  in¬ 
forming  me*  **  That  the  council 
is  of  opinion  that  a  reafonable 
number  of  inhabitants,  armed  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  nature  and  circum¬ 
ftance  of  the  cafe,  may  attend  thd 
peace  officers  as  aftiftants  to  them 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace, 
until  the  danger  be  over,”  which 
I  have  communicated  to  the  court 
of  aldermen,  by  whofe  directions 
I  am  to  reprefent  to  your  lord- 
fiiip,  that  they  forefee  difficulties 
likely  to  arife  in  the  execution  of 
their  duty,  if  the  military  are  to 
adt  independently  of  them  ;  and 
therefore,  as  well  as  to  quiet  the 
apprehenfions  naturally  arifing  from 
a  large  military  force  continuing 
in  the  capital,  and  not  under  the 
ufual  control  of  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate,  they  fubmit  to  your  lord¬ 
fhip’s  confideration  whether  the 
order  of  the  Adjutant-general  for 
them  to  adt  without  waiting  fof 
the  directions  of  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate  fhould  ftill  continue,  or 
whether  it  would  not  be  more  ex¬ 
pedient  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things  to  recall  that  order,  and 

fubjedi 
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fubjed  them  as  ufual  to  the  civil 
roagiltrate. 

I  beg  leave  to  fubferibe  myfclf, 
with  the  greatell  refped, 
my  lord, 

your  lord fhi p’s  moll:  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 
B.Kennett,  mayor. 

Earl  Bathurjl . 


Proceedings  at  the  Old  Bailey,  and  of 
the  Special  CommiJJion  at  St.  Mar- 
garet’s-hill,  for  the  Pryal  of  the 
Rioters. 

ON  Wednefday,  June  28,  the 
feflions  began  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  the  following  pri- 
lbners  w-ere  tried,  and  capitally 
convided  of  being  concerned  in 
the  late  riots ;  Mr.  Norton  and 
Mr.  Howarth  being  counfel  for 
the  profecution,  when  the  latter 
expatiated  on  the  nature  of  the 
offence  with  which  the  prifoners 
Hood  charged,  fhewing  it  to  be 
felony  by  the  ftatute  1  Geo.  I. 
William  Lawrence  and  Richard 
Roberts,  were  firft  put  to  the  bar, 
and  were  clearly  convided  of  hav¬ 
ing  aided  and  affifted  in  deftroying 
Sir  John  Fielding’s  houfe,  in  Bow- 
flreet,  on  Tuefday  night,  June  6. 
Thomas  Taplin  was  next  arraign¬ 
ed,  for  demanding  and  taking 
half-a-crown  from  Mr.  Mahon, 
apothecary,-  the  corner  of  Bow- 
ftreet,  June  7,  and  convided, 
though  his  counfel  attempted  to 
prove  him  infane.  William  Brown 
was  indided  for  entering  the  dwel¬ 
ling  -  houfe  of  Francis  Deacon, 
cheefemonger,  and  holding  a  large 
knife  in  his  hand,  making  ufe  of 
tiie  following  words  :  “  D  —  n 

“  your  eyes,  if  you  do  not  give 


*f  me  a  (hilling  diredly.  I’ll  bring 
“  a  mob  that  will  pull  down  your 
houfe  about  your  ears.”  That 
accordingly  Mr.  Deacon  threw  a 
Shilling  into  his  hat.  He  was  found 
guilty,  Death, 

June  29,  George  Kennedy  was 
indided  for  deilroying  the  dtvel- 
ling-houfe  of  Mr.  M‘Cartney,  a 
baker,  in  Featherftone-Hreet,  Bun* 
hill-row.  The  jury  brought  him 
in  guilty,  but  recommended  him 
to  mercy,  William  M’Donald, 
(a  foldier  with  only  one  arm)  for 
deltroying  the  dwelling-houfe  of 
John  Lebarry,  on  the  7th  of  June, 
in  St.  Catherine’s-lane,  Tower* 
hill,  was  found  guilty.  Death, 
James  Henry,  for  deltroying  the 
houfe.  See.  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lang* 
dale,  at  Holborn-bridge,  June  7, 
was  found  guilty;  and  he  being 
the  principal  ring-leader  upon  this 
occafion,  the  recorder  informed 
him,  that  from  the  circumftances 
of  his  cafe,  he  could  not  exped 
mercy.  George  Barton,  for  af- 
laulting  Richard  Stowe,  in  Hoi* 
born,  and  felonioufly  taking  from 
him  6d.  in  filver,  faying,  “  Pray 
“  remember  the  Proteftant  reli- 
t€  g"on.”  He  was  found  guilty, 
but  recommended  to  mercy.  John 
Ellis  was  indided  for  beginning  to 
pull  down  the  houfe  of  Cornelius 
Murphy,  the  Sun,  in  Golden- lane, 
June  7,  not  guilty.  Thomas 
Chambers  was  indided  for  the 
fame,  and  found  not  guilty. 

June  30.  William  Pateman  was 
indided  for  demolilhing  the  houfe 
of  Pvobert  Charlton,  in  Coleman- 
llreec,  June  7,  and  found  guilty. 
The  court6adjourned  ’till  Monday. 

July  3.  The  important  trial  of 
Mr.  Mafcal,  the  apothecary,  came 
on.  He  was  indided  for  riotoully 
and  tumultuoully  affociating,  on 

the 
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the  7th  of  June,  with  feveral  per¬ 
forms  as  yet  unknown,  and  begin¬ 
ning  to  pull  down  the  dwelling- 
houle  of  the  Earl  of  Mansfield,  in 
Bloomfbury-fquare. 

R-ichard  Ingram  depofed,  ‘‘That 
lie  lives  in  Weymouth-ftreet,  and 
was  in  Bloomfbury-fquare  at  half 
after  one  on  Wednefday  morning 
the  7th  of  June.  Hearing  there 
was  a  fire  near  Queen’s-fquare, 
and  having  relations  there,  he 
went  towards  it — He  faw  a  mob  at 
Lord  Mansfield’s,  and  four  or  five 
fires  —  that  he  beheld  perfons  in 
thehoufe,  men,  women,  and  chil¬ 
dren,  bringing  out  furniture  and 
books.  He  faw  the  prifoner  (whom 
he  has  known  perfonally  for  fome 
years)  handing  oppcfite  Lord 
Mansfield’s  door  with  his  hands 
upon  a  boy’s  flioulder,  who  was 
putting  a  book  in  the  fire— 'He 
iaw  nothing  in  his  hat  at  that 
time  ;  he  thought  he  was  encou¬ 
raging  the  boy.  He  fawj  at  the 
fame  time,  furniture  carrying  out, 
and  feveral  books  burning ;  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  the 
prifoner  put  his  hand  on  the  boy’s 
Ihoulder,  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
encouraging,  not  preventing  the 
boy.  He  went  on  to  Devonihire- 
iheet,  but  did  not  flop  there,  and 
returned  in  about  a  quarter  of  an 
hour — it  was  then  about  two  o’ 
clock.  On  his  return,  he  faw  the 
prifoner  with  a  blue  cockade  in 
his  hat,  and  another  perfon  hold¬ 
ing  his  arm  :  furniture  was  fiill 
throwing  cut,  and  books  burning; 
and  he  obferved  the  mob  were  go¬ 
ing  for  more  books,  upon  which 
he  faid,  books  could  do  no  harm. 
A  perfon  on  his  left  hand  anfwer- 
ed,  “What,  fir!”  in  a  menacing 
tone :  he  corrected  himfelf,  and 
faid,  “  Lord  George  will  get  this 


“  bill  repealed  ;  things  are  going 
“  too  far.” 

Mr.  Mafcal,  who  was  on  his 
right  hand,  next  but  one,  looked 
over  the  next  man’s  flioulder,  and 
faid,  “  That’s  a  damned  lie,  the 
“  bill  won’t  be  repealed.”  Ano¬ 
ther  perfon  then  faid,  “  Mafcal, 
you  were  always  a  feditious  per- 
“  fon.”  Mafcal  then  faid,  “  That 
man  in  the  black  cockade  (mean¬ 
ing  the  witnefs)  is  a  fpy.  He 
wears  a  cockade  as  being  on  the 
phyfical  ftaff,  and  was  furgeon  to 
a  regiment  of  dragoons.”  The 
man  on  his  right  hand  between 
him  and  Mafcal,  feized  him  by 
the  collar,  and  cried  opt  “  Spies  1 
fpies!”  The  mob,  on  that,  fhoved 
him  about ;  but  by  applying  to  a 
man,  he  and  the  mob  entered  into 
an  altercation,  whilft  he  flipped 
away  and  got  behind  Mr.  Mafcal. 
The  guard  then  came  up.  Mafcal 
faid,  pufli  forward  boys,  huzza’d, 
pulled  of  his  hat,  and  cried,  “  No 
Popery'”  The  mob  prefied  clofe 
on  the  guard.  >  The  officer  pulled 
off  his  hat,  and  faid,  “  I  will  not 
hurt  a  hair  of  your  heads,”  and 
defired  them  to  difperfe.  He  foon 
after  faw  Mafcal  again.  A  party 
of  about  twelve  came  up  with  a 
blue  flag  towards  Mafcal,  urging 
“  where  next.”  — •  The  anfwer, 
which  he  believes  was  from  Maf¬ 
cal,  was  Duke!  Duke!  He  was 
then  two  yards  from  Mafcal,  He 
afterwards  faw  Mafcal  going  to¬ 
wards  R  u  fie  1  -  fire  et,  and  faw  a 
man  prelent  a  paper  to  Mafcal, 
and  afk,  “  Why  do  you  leave  out 
Peterborough  and  B ri To!  ?”  He 
went  out  of,  and  came  again  into 
Rufiel-fireet,  to  the  perfon  who 
held  the  paper  in  his  hand.  Maf¬ 
cal  anfwered,  “  They  are  not  left 
out,  I  have  net  fcratched  them 
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out  ;  but  do  not  Hay  long  in  De¬ 
vonshire,  but  go  to  the  Bank  ; 
there  is  a  million  of  money  to  pay 
you  for  your  pains. ” 

Sir  Thomas  Mills  depofed, 
<c  That  he  was  at  Lord  Mansfield’s 
during  the  riot,  and  knows  the 
prifoner  by  fight.  At  half  pall 
twelve,  on  the  morning  of  the  7th, 
he  heard  the  mob  coming  up  the 
fquare,  being  then  in  Lord  Mans¬ 
field’s  houfe.  They  began  by 
breaking  the  parlour  windows  ; 
Lady  Mansfield  and  the  ladies 
came  down,  and  he  conducted 
them  to  Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  but 
inftantly  returned  in  order  to  make 
the  guards  in,  the  fquare  adl  to 
fave  the  houfe.  He  found  the 
officer  with  his  detachment  near  the 
houfe,  but  the  officer  faid,  the 
juftices  of  the  peace  had  all  run 
away,  and  he  could  not  adl  with¬ 
out  a  magiftrate.  The  mob  over¬ 
hearing  this,  pulled  him  about, 
and  dragged  him  towards  the  fire 
to  throw  him  on  it.  One  behind 
cried  out,  “  Mafcal  will  protect 
you  ;  there  he  is.”  He  was  then 
refcued,  and  faw  the  prifoner  at 
fome  dittance  from  the  mob,  who 
were  at  that  time  bringing  out 
Lord  Mansfield’s  gowns  and  wigs 
—that  Mafcal  was  huzzaing  with 
others,  “  No  Popery,”  and  had  a 
blue  cockade.  He  afterwards  went 
to  fearch  for  a  juftice,  which  took 
up  half  an  hour;  it  was  then  a 
quarter  after  one,  but  finding  no 
juflice,  he  returned.  The  mob 
had  then  got  into  the  library — the 
witnefs  at  that  time  was  in  the 
fquare,  and  faw  the  prifoner  upon 
the  upper  ftcp  of  the  houfe.  He 
attempted  to  get  up  to  the  Heps  to 
expoftulate  with  the  prifoner  ; 
three  or  lour  well-dreffed  men  ad- 
Vol.  XXIII. 


vifed  him  not  to  go  further,  left 
he  fhould  be  thrown  into  the  area, 
or  the  fire,  for  they  were  deter¬ 
mined  to  proceed.  He  then  left 
them,  and  faw  the  prifoner  no 
more  that  night — he  returned  be¬ 
fore  three — he  cannot  in  his  con- 
fcience  fay  he  heard  the  prifoner 
fay  any  thing,  faw  him  do  any 
thing,  or  have  any  thing  in  his 
hand,  but  he  appeared  adtive — 
and  proved  the  houfe  to  be  demo- 
liffied.” 

Mr.  Mafcal  began  his  defence 
by  obferving,  that  the  humanity  of 
the  Englifh  law  confidered  every 
man  innocent,  until  he  was  con- 
vidled ;  and  that  a  jury  would  cer¬ 
tainly  conlider  it  neceffary  that  an 
inducement  fhould  be  fhewn  fuffi- 
cient  to  carry  away  a  man  of  cha¬ 
racter  and  independent  bufinefs  to 
add  in  the  manner  which  had  been 
alle'dged  againll  him.  He  had 
long  lived  in  credit  and  reputa¬ 
tion,  and  it  could  not  be  prefumed 
that  he  would,  in  the  face  of  his 
neighbours,  head  a  mob  of  boys* 
and  banditti  of  pickpockets. 

One  circumftance,  he  obferyed, 
deferved  peculiar  attention  from 
the  jury — Ingram  had  not  given 
information  againll  him  from  the 
7th  to  the  17th. 

He  had  witnefles,  he  faid,  to 
contradidl  every  fadt  fworn  againll 
him;  and  obferved,  how  extraor¬ 
dinary  it  was,  that  Molloy,  who, 
it  appeared  by  Ingram’s  evidence, 
had  not  departed  from  him,  through 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  night,  had 
not  been  produced  againfc  him. 

As  for  Sir  Thomas  Mills,  he 
hoped  his  attachments,  and  the 
motives  which  might  promote  his 
zeal  in  this  caufe,  would  have  pro¬ 
per  weight  with  the  jury.  He  had 

[5]  °  been* 
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been,  on  a  former  occafion,  con¬ 
tradicted  by  live  affidavits  againft 
his  ffngle  oath. 

B’aron  Skynner  faid ,  that  this 
part  of  the  defence  could  not  be 
received  ;  he  was  very  forty  to  in¬ 
terrupt  Mr.  Mafcal,  but  what  he 
was  going  into-  was  highly  impro¬ 
per, 

Mr,  Mafcal  proceeded,  by 
urging  the  improbability  of  the 
charge  againft'  a  man  fituated  in 
life  as  he  wa<q  He  would  fhew 
by  his  witneffes  that  he  did  not 
leave  his  houfe  ’tilbon'e  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  and"  at  a  quarter  af¬ 
ter  one  he  admitted  he  was  in 
BloQmfb'ury -  fquare,  viewing  the 
fire  at  Lord  Mansfield’s  houfe. 
But  though  he'  w'as  there-,  he  did 
not,  as  had  been  falfeiy  alTerted, 
IHmulate  the  mob,,  but’  deplored 
and  execrated  the  raifehiefi  they 
V/ere  perpretrating.. 

His  fortune,  his  character,-  his 
life,  he  threw  upon  the  verdidt  of 
the  jury  cheerfully  :  not  doubting' 
but  their  verdidt  would  give  fatis- 
faftion  to  every  one  not  interefted' 
in  procuring  his  death. 

Mr.  Mafcal  produced1  feverai 
creditable  witneiTes  to  his  charac¬ 
ter,  and  to  prove  his  innocence 
among  others, 

John  Cowper,  cheefe  monger,  in 
Queen-ftreet,  Bloomfbury,  depof- 
ed,  he  was  in  B  loo  mfbury- fquare 
at  one  o’clock,  and  flood  about 
five  yards  from  Bedford  -  gate. 
That  he  was  at  home  a:  ten  mi¬ 
nutes  pad  two.  He  faw  Mr.  Maf¬ 
cal  there  about  five  minutes  after 
lie  came —Mafcal  flood  clofe  be¬ 
hind  him,  and  behaved  very  quiet¬ 
ly,  but  he  loft  fight  of  Mafcal 
about  five  minutes  before  he  left 
the  fquare.  Did  not  hear  Mafcal 
%ea k  to  any  of  the  mob,  nor  any 


of  the  mob  fpeak  to  him,  but  fadf 
him  fpeak  to  fpedlators.  Mafcal 
fpoke  to  the  witnefs  and  his  wife,; 
when  the  witnefs  faid,  “  Good 
God  !'  what  Blocking  work  is 
here  L”  And  when  the  furniture 
was  thrown  cut,  Mafcal  faid^ 
r<  Good  God  1’  what  a  pity  this 
is  1” 

Being  crofs.  examined,  he  faid, 
he  did  not  change  his  place  many 
yards  while  he  ftaid— -that  he  faw 
Mafcal  go  towards  Great  Rufiel- 
ftreet,  towards  the  Mufeum. 

Mrs.  Wood  depofed  fhe  heard 
Mr.  Mafcal  lament'  the  lofs  of  the 
furniture— that  his  condudt  was  as 
quiet  as  her  own..  She  corrobo¬ 
rated  every  circnmftance  fvvorn  to 
by  the  preceding  witneffes.  • 

John  Robin fon  depofed,  he  was 
prefent  at  Bloomfbury  at  about  ar 
quarter  pail  one,  and  faw  Mafcal 
—that  he  was  there  above  an 
hour,  and  faw  Him  frequently, 
But  could  not  obferve  hinvto  have 
any  thing  to  fay  to  the  fire,  or  the 
riot — faw  none  of  the  mob  fpejk 
to  him*,  nor  he  to  any  of  the  mob. 
That  he  came  voluntarily  to  give 
his  evidence,  being  convinced,  inf 
his  confcience,  that  Mf.  Mafcal 
was  innocent  of  the  charge  brought 
againft  him. 

William  Crutch' depofed,  he  was 
at  Lord  Mansfield’s  at  twelve  o? 
clock,  as  he  lives  near  it  ;  he 
went  into  the  houfe  to  give  affift- 
ance,  but  he  did  not  fee  Mafcal 
there,  though  he  faw  feverai  others- 
very  adtive ;  and  he  was  in  the 
fquare  till  near  five,  a  fewminutes- 
before  the  military  fired. 

The  jury,  without  quitting  the 
court,  brought  in  their  verdidt  Not 
Guilty;  upon  which,  there  was  a 
loud  clapping,  which  the  judge 
highly  reproved,  and  faid,  that  if 
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The  fame  was  repeated  within  his 
hearing,  he  would  commit  the  of¬ 
fend  ers.- 

Mr.  Mafcal,  when  the  jury  had 
given  their  verdift  in  his  favour, 
in  a  fliort  fpeech  addreffed  himfelf 
tb  them  and  the  court,  returning 

7  O 

them  thanks  for  their  candour, 
attention,  and  patience. 

Baron  Skinner  faid  in  reply,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  Court  to 
think  no  time  too  much  to  dedi¬ 
cate  to  the  inveftigation  of  truth, 
let  the  event  go  either  to  the  ac¬ 
quittal  or  to  the  condemnation  of 
a  prifdner.  The  trial  1  ailed  feven 
hours. 

Edward  Dennis,  the  hangman, 
was  found  guilty  of  being  active  in 
^Hilling  to  demolifh  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Boggis,  in  New  Turnflile, 
Holborn. 

Enoch  Fleming  and  John  Mor¬ 
ris,  (a  youth  about  15)  for  de- 
ftroying  the  houfe  of  Ferdinand 
Schomberg,  in  Wood  Hock- (treet, 
Oxford  Road.  Both  found  guilty; 
Morris  recommended  to  mercy. 

Tuefday,  July  4,  Mary  Roberts 
and  Charlotte  Gardiner,  a  negro, 
were  indidled  for  aiding  in  the  de¬ 
molition  of  Mr.  Lebarty’s  houfe 
(already  mentioned)  and  were 
found  guilty,  death, 

John  Gray  was  found  guilty,  for 
aiding  to  deflroy  Lord  Mansfield’s 
houfe,  but  recommended  to  mercy. 

Richard  Forfter,  guilty,  for  de- 
molifhing  Mr.  Schomberg’s  hbiife. 

Wednefday,  July  5,  John  Gam¬ 
ble  was  indifted  for  committing 
depredations  in  the  houfe  of  Da¬ 
vid  Wilmot,  Efq;  at  Bethnal- 
green.  Guilty.  , 

George  Staples,  for  demolilhlng 
fche  houfe  of  Mr.  Malo,  in  Moor- 
fields,  June  7.  Guilty. 

James  Btilkeley;  for  deltroying 
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the  dwelling  houfe  of  Cornelius 
Murphy,  Golden  -  lane,  found 
gtiilty,  but  recommended  tb  mercy. 

Benjamin  Waters,  for  the  lame. 
Guilty. 

Samuel  Solomons,  for  demolifh- 
ing  the  dv/elling  houfe  of  Chrifto- 
plier  Conner,  in  Black-horfe-yard., 
Whicechapel.  Guilty. 

Jofeph  Marquis,  for  demolifhing 
Murphy’s  houfe.  Golden  -  lane. 
Guilty^  but  recommended  to 
mercy. 

Sufannah  Clarke,  for  the  Lime. 
Elizabeth  Lyons  depof.d,  that  on 
the  night  of  the  riot,  fhe  did  not 
fee  Clarke  do  any  thing,  but  heard 
her  (ay  to  Walter,  one  of  the  mob; 
“  They  are  Irifh  Catholics  ;  if 
they  are  not,  w'hy  do  they  keep  Irifii 
wakes?”  Upon  which  Walter  an- 
fwered,  “  That  the  houfe  fhail 
come  down  and  the  mob  imme- 
mediately  forced  in,  Walter  being 
the  firfl  man  that  entered,  her 
hufband  being  ptefent  at  the  time. 
The  C  hief  Baron  in  his  charge 
faid,  “  It  is  a  rule  of  Jaw,  that  ncs 
Woman  can  be  charged  with  any 
felony  committed  in  the  prefence 
of  her  hufband,  the  law  prefuming 
that  the  wife  a£ts  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  her  hufband;  and  Murphy, 
though  not  in  the  prefent  cafe* 
has,  in  two  former  trials,  fworn 
that  the  hufband  joined  with  her 
in  the  fa£L”  She  was  found  not 
guilty. 

Thurfday,  July  6,  Charles  Kent 
and  Letitia  Holland;  were  tried 
for  pulling  down  Lord  Mansfield’s 
houle,  and  both  found  guilty. 
Holland  was  an  handfome  young 
woman  about  18. 

William  Avery  was  tried  for 
deflroying  Mr.  Cox’s  houfe  in 
Great  Queen  -  flreet,  Lincoln’s- 
Inn-fields :  he  was  found  guilty  ; 
[S]  3  but 
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but  having,  a  very  good  character, 
was  recommended  to  mercy. 

John  Cabbridge,  for  dealing  fe- 
veral  things  in  the  houfe  of  Mr. 

t> 

Langdale.  Guilty. —Sentenced  to 
five  years  labour  on  the  Thames. 

Sarah  Hyde,  for  dealing  a  quart 
pot,  the  property  of  Mr.  Langdale. 
Sentenced  to  be  privately  whip¬ 
ped. 

William  Vanderbank, and  James 
and  Thomas  Prior,  for  dealing 
feveral  articles,  the  property  of 
Mr.  Langdale.  Vanderbank  and 
Thomas  Prior  guilty,  and  James 
Prior  not  guilty. 

jemima  Hall  and  Margaret  Staf¬ 
ford,  for  dealing  a  featherbed, 
the  property  of  Chridopher  Con¬ 
ner  Hall.  Was  found  guilty  of 
fingle  felony. 

Friday,  July  7,  Benjamin  Bou- 
fey,  a  black,  indicted  for  demo- 
lifhing  Mr.  Akerman’s  houfe. 
Found  guilty. 

Francis  Mockford,  for  the  fame 
offence,  found  guilty ;  but  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy. 

Thomas  Haycock  for  the  fame 
offence.  Found  guilty. 

John  Glover,  a  black,  for  the 
fame  offence.  Found  guilty. 

Richard  Flyde,  for  the  fame  of¬ 
fence,  being  proved  infane,  was 
aquitted. 

Theophilus  Brown  and  Thomas 
Baggot,  were  tried  for  pulling 
down,  the  houfe  of  Mary  Crook, 
of  White-dreet,  Moorfields.  The 
former  was  found  guilty,  and  the 
latter  acquitted. 

Monday,  July  10 y  Tames  Burn, 
■Thomas  Price,  and  JohnThomp- 
fon,  were  indifted  for  pulling 
down  the  houfe  of  John  Bradbury, 
in  Golden-lane.  The  two  former 

*  Thofe  marked  with  an  adc 
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were  found  guilty,  and  Thompfo^ 
was  acquitted, 

John  Burgefs,.  a  boy  about  13,. 
found  guilty  of  pulling  down  the 
houfe  of  John  Lynch,  but  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy. 

James  jackfon,  for  being  the 
ringleader,  and  carrying  a  dag 
when  Newgate  was  fet  on  fire. 
Found  guilty. 

Jonathan  Stacey  was  indidled 
for  pulling  down  the  houfe  of 
Mr.  Dillon,  in  White-dreet^.Moor- 
fields,  and  found  guilty. 

This  day  the  ieffions  ended  at 
the  Old  Bailey,  in  the  courfe  of 
Avhich,  85  perfons  were  tried  for 
riots,  of  whom,  3  c;  were  capitally 
convidled,  and  43  acquitted. 

The  fird  report  was  made  to 
the  king  on  Wednefday,  July  5,. 
when  the  following  rioters  were 
ordered  for  execution,  near  the 
fpots  where  the  felonies  they  were- 
guilty  of  had  been  committed, 
viz.  William  McDonald,  Mary 
Roberts,  Charlotte  Gardiner, 
Wm.  Brown,  Wm.  Pateman, 
Thomas  Taplin,  Richard  Ro¬ 
berts,  James  Henry,  ,  and  Enoch 
Fleming. 

The  following  were  refpited  : 
George  Ban  ton,  George  Kenne¬ 
dy,  Wm,  Lawrence,  Edward  Den¬ 
nis  (the  hangman),  John  Morris,. 
Richard  Border,  and  John  Gray. 

The  fecond  report  was  made  on- 
Friday  July  14,  when  the  follow¬ 
ing  rioters  were  ordered  for  exe¬ 
cution,  viz.  John  Glover *,  James 
jackfon,  Benjamin  Bowfey  *,  Sa¬ 
muel  Solomons,  John  Gamble, 
Thomas  Prince,  Benjamin  Waters, 
Jonathan  Stacy,  George  Staples, 
Charles  Kent,  LsatiKa  Holland*, 
and  John  Gray. 

ilk  were  refpited  afterwards. 

Tk 
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The  following  were  refpited 
upon  the  report,  viz.  Jofeph  Mar¬ 
quis,  James  Buckley,  Wm.  Avery, 
Francis  Mockford,  Thomas  Hay¬ 
cock,  John  Burgefs,  and  Theo- 
philus  Brown. 

A  reward  having  been  offered 
by  Government  for  the  appre- 
lienfion  and  conviction  of  any 
rioters,  a  queltion  arofe.  Whether 
perfons  interefed  in  the  conviction 
of  the  criminals  were  admiffible  as 
evidences  againlt  them  ?  Which 
queltion  was  fubmitted  to  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  twelve  judges,  who 
unanimoully  agreed,  that  the  telti- 
mony  of  witneffes  claiming  reward 
is  admiffible. 

The  general  rule  of  law  is,  not 
to  admit  witneffes  to  give  evidence, 
who,  by  the  ties  of  affeCtion,  or 
from  the  motives  of  interelt,  are 
likely  to  be  under  undue  in¬ 
fluence.  But,  fay  the  judges, 
there  are  cafes  of  necefftty  that  re¬ 
quire  a  departure  from  this  rule. 
Thus,  in  cafes  of  robbery,  where 
not  only  reAitution  of  goods  Aolen, 
but  the  title  to  the  parliamentary 
reward,  depend  on  the  conviction 
of  the  criminals,  it  has  never  been 
held  that  fuch  interelt  fnould  ope¬ 
rate  to  deltroy  the  competency  of 
the  evidence;  if  it  did,  hardly 
any  highwayman  could  ever  be 
convicted.  So  witneffes  entitled 
to  rewards  from  the  bank,  the 
polt-office,  and  other  offices,  have 
univerfally  been  held  competent. 
Nor  can  any  danger  be  appre¬ 
hended  _to  the  innocent  from  this 
practice,  fo  long  as  the  jury  aie 
allowed  to  exercife  their  difcretion 
as  to  tlie  credibility  of  witneffes, 
and  may  compare  their  teftimony 
•with  that  of  others,  or  with  cir- 
cumltances  attending  almoff  every 


cafe;  but  it  would  be  dangerous 
to  overturn  this  long-eltablilhed 
practice. 

THE  fpecial  commiffion  of  oyer 
and  terminer  and  gaol  delivery, 
in  and  for  the  county  of  Surry, 
for  the  trial  of  the  rioters,  was 
opened  on. the  loth  of  July,  at 
St.  Margaret’s  Kill,  before  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  Loughborough,  Sir 
Henry  Gould,  Sir  James  Eyre, 
and  Francis  B idler,  Efq.  After 
the  commiffion  was  opened.  Lord 
Loughborough  delivered  his  charge 
to  the  grand  jury,  of  which  the 
Hon.  George  Onflow  was  fore¬ 
man  . 

This  charge  having  been  the 
topic  of  much  converfation,  we 
fhall  fubmit  it  to  the  judgment  of 
our  readers.  The  opinions  of  men 
refpecting  the  legal  propriety  of 
it  have  been  various :  as  a  piece  of 
oratory  it  has  been  admired  ;  but 
its  tendency  to  influence  and  di- 
reCt  the  jury,  and  inflame  their 
paffions  againA  men,  who  ought 
all  to  have  been  fuppofed  inno¬ 
cent  till  found  guilty  by  their 
country,  has  been  generally  fpoken 
of  in  terms  of  indignation,  by 
thofe  who  are  jealous  of  the  rights 
of  humanity. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  fury, 

I F  you  are  come  here  totally 
Arangers  to  the  tr an  factions  which, 
have  lately  paffed  in  this  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  or  if  it  were  poffible 
for  any  of  you,  who  were  not  wit¬ 
neffes  of  them,  not  to  have  heard 
of  the  devaluations  that  have  been 
committed,  the  remnants  of  the 
flames  which  have  been  lately 
blazing  in  fo  many  parts  of  the 
metropolis,  and  which  mu  A  have 

[S]  3  prefented 
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prefers  ted  themfelves  to  you,  in 
your  way  to  this  place,  will  have 
fufficiently  declared  the  occalion 
for  which  you  are  called  toge¬ 
ther. 


His  majefty’s  paternal  care  for 
the  welfare  of  all  his  fuhje&s, 
ivould  not  permit  him  to  fufFer 
offences  fo  daring  and  fo  enormous 
to  remain  longer  unexamined, 
than  was  legally  neceffary  to  con¬ 
vene  a  jury  to  enter  upon  the 
enquiry. 

The  commiffion  under  which 
you  are  affembled  extends  only  to 
crimes  of  high  treafon,  or  of  fe¬ 
lon  y,  charged  upon  perfons  now 
detained  in  the  common  paol  of 

O 

this  county,  or  who  fhall  be  de¬ 
tained  therein  between  the  prefent 
time  and  the  period  at  which  the  * 
commiffion  will  expire.  It  was 
not  thought  proper  to  blend  the 
common  bufinefs  of  an  affize,  and 
the  examination  of  thofe  offences, 
to  the  commiffion  of  which  the 
frailty  of  human  nature  is  but  too 
liable,  with  crimes  of  fo  deep  a 
guilt,  and  fo  much  above  the 
(Ordinary  pitch  of  human  wicked- 
nefs  as  thofe  which  will  come 
under  your  confideration. 

The  general  circumftances  un¬ 
der  which  thofe  crimes  were  com¬ 
mitted,  are  of  too  great  and 
fhameful  notoriety,  to  require  a 
fninute  defcription  ;  but  for  your 
information.  Gentlemen,  whofe 
duty  it  will  be  to  confider  the 
nature  and  quality  of  the  charges 
imputed  to  fuch  offenders  as  will 
be  brought  before  you,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  confider  the  feveral 
parts  of  thofe  charges,  and  to 
obferve  the  connection  of  thofe 
parts  with  the  whole,  always  ap¬ 
plying  the  circumftanqes  to  the 


particular  cafe  under  confider^ 
ation. 

I  therefore  think  it  an  effential 
part  of  my  duty  to  lay  before  you, 
in  one  general  view,  a  fliort  ac¬ 
count  of  thofe  dangers  from  which 
this  kingdom  has  been  lately  de¬ 
livered.  I  ufe  this  expreffion, 
becaufe  it  will  clearly  appear  that 
the  mifchief  devifed  Was-— not  the 
deftruftion  of  the  lives  or  fortunes 
of  individuals,  or. of  any  defcrip¬ 
tion  of  men — no  partial  evil — but 
that  the  blow,  which  it  has  pleafed 
Providence  to  avert,  was  aimed  at 
the  credit,  the  government,  and 
the  very  being  and  conflitution  of 
this  hate. 

The  iirlt  remarkable  circum- 
hance  to  be  attended  to,  and 
which  naturally  demands  our  no¬ 
tice  earlieft  of  any,  is  a  vaft  con- 
courfe  of  perfons  affembled  in  St. 
George’s  Fields,  on  the  2d  of 
June,  called  together  by  a  public 
advertifement,  (iigned  in  the  name 
of  a  perfon  calling  himfelf  the 
Prefident  of  an  Affociation)  not 
only  inviting  many  thoufands  to 
attend,  but  appointing  their  en- 
fign  of  diffinblion,  and  prefcribing* 
the  order  and  diftribution  of  their 
inarch  in  different  columns  to  the 
place  of  their  deffination.  Cha¬ 
rity  induces  one  to  believe,  that 
in  fuch  a  number,  there  were  ma¬ 
ny  went  unwarily,  and  uncon- 
fcious  of  any  evil  intended ;  but 
credulity  in  .the  extreme  can 
fcarcely  iiiduce  any  man  to  doubt, 
that  fome  there  were  who  forefaw, 
who  intended,  and  who  had  prac- 
tifed  to  accompliih  the  purpofes 
which  enfued. 

A  very  fhort  time  difclofed  that 
one  of  the  purpofes  which  this 
multitude  was  cdle&ed  to  ef- 

feftuate5 
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.&c£luate,  was  to  overawe  the  le- 
-giflature,  to  influence  their  deli¬ 
berations,  andobtain  the  alteration 
of  a  law,  by  force  and  numbers. 

A  petition  was  to  be  prefented 
io  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  for  the 
repeal  of  an  aft,  in  which  the 
petitioners  had  no  fpccial  interefl;. 

[His  lordfhip  here  laid  down 
the  right  of, the  fubject  to  petition. 
His  doftrine  upon  this  head  was 
liberal  and  manly,  his  language 
clear,  Itrong,  and  emphatical.] 

To  petition  for  tbs  pa  flag  or 
repeal  of  any  aSt  (faid  his  lordihip) 
a  the  undoubted  inherent  , birth¬ 
right  of  every  Briiifo  fubjedi  ;  but 
under  the  name  and  colour  of 
petitioning,  to  aflame,  command, 
and  to  diflate  to  the  legiflature, 
as  the  annihilation  of  all  order 
and  government.  Fatal  expe¬ 
rience  had  fhewn  the  mifehie'f  of 
tumultuous  petitioning,  in  the 
courfe  of  that  contefl:,  in  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Firfl,  which  ended 
in  the  overthrow  of  the  monarchy* 
and  the  deftruflion  of  the  confti- 
tution  ;  and  one  of  the  Aril  laws 
.after  the  refloration  of  legal  go¬ 
vernment,  was  a  ilatute  palled  in 
the  13th  year  of  Charles  II.  ch,  5, 
-enafting,  that  no  petition  to  the 
king,  or  either  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  for  alteration  of  matters 
eftablilhed  by  law  in  church  or 
iiate,  (unlefs  the  matter  thereof 
be  approved  by  three  jadices,  or 
the  grand  jury  of  the  county)  lhall 
be  figned  by  more  than  twenty 
names,  or  delivered  by  more  than 
ten  perfoms,. 

In  oppofition  to  this  law,  the 
petition  in  queftion  was  ligned 
and  delivered  by  many  thoufands  ; 
and  in  deflance  of  principles  more 
antient  and  more  important  than 
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any  pofltiye  regulations  upon  the 
fubject  of  petitioning,  the  defire 
of  that  petition  was  to  be  effected 
by  the  terror  .of  the  multitude 
that  accompanied  it  through  the 
ftreets,  claffed,  arranged,  and 
diltinguilhed  as  directed  by  the 
advertifeinent. 

How  the  leaders  of  that  mul¬ 
titude  demeaned  themfelves,  what 
was  the  condufl  of  the  crowd  to 
the  members  of  both  houfes  of 
parliament,  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  Hate.  I  purpofely  avoid  Hating 
thefe  things,  becaufe  at  the  fame 
time  that  I  point  out  the  general 
complexion  of  the  t  ran  faction,  and 
relate  generad  fafts  that  are  unfor¬ 
tunately  too  public  and  notorious, 
I  choofc  to  avoid  every  circum- 
Hance  that  may  have  a  direft  anc. 
-immediate  relation  to  particular 
pe lions.  My  purpofe  is  to  inform, 
not  to  prejudice  or  inflame.  For 
this  reafon  I  feel  myfelf  obliged  to 
pafs  over  in  filence  all  fuch  cir- 
cumflances  as  cannot,  and  as  ought 
not  to  be  treated  of  or  exprefled 
but  in  lironger  language,  and  in 
more  indignant  terms  than  I 
choofe  at  prefen t  to  employ..  To¬ 
wards  the  evening,  the  two  houfes 
of  parliament  were  releafed  from 
the  Hate  in  which  they  had  been 
held  forfeveral  hours.  The  crowd 
feemed  to  difperfe.  Many  of  the 
perfons  fo  aflembled,  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted,  retired  to  their  dwel- 
lings,  but  fome  more  defperate 
and  afiive  remained  to  convince 
the  legiflature,  that  the  menaces 
with  which  they  had  invaded  the 
ears  of  all  who  met  them  in  the 
Hreets,  were  not  fruitlejfs ;  that 
they  had  not  abandoned  their  pur¬ 
pofe,  but  meant  to  carry  it  into 
full  execution.  When  night  fell, 
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tlie  houfes  of  two  foreign  miniders, 
in  amity  with  his  majedy,  were 
attacked;,  and  th$ir  chapels  plun¬ 
dered  and  feton  fire. 

If  fuch  an  outrage  had  been 
committed  on  one  of  our  public 
miniders,  refident  in  any  of  thofe 
countries  the  mod  fuperfritious 
and  bigotted  to  its  edablifhed 
religion,  what  reproach  would  it 
not  have’ cafe  upon  that  country? 
What  indignation  and  abhorrence 
would  it  not  have  judly  excited  in 
our  breads  ?  Upon  this  tolerant 
and  enlightened  land,  has  that 
reproach  been  brought ! 

Upon  the  3d  of  June  there  was 
a  feeming  quiet,  a  very  memorable 
circumjlance 7  for  fudden  tumults 
when  they  fubfide  are  over.  To 
revive  a  tumult,  evinces  fomething 
of  a  fettled  influence,  and  fome- 
thing  fo  like  deiign,  that  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  the  mod  candid  mind 
not  to  conceive  that  there  lies  at 
the  bottom  a  preconcerted,  fettled 
plan  of  operation,  Sunday,  the 
next  day,  a  day  fet  apart  by  the 
laws  of  God  and  man  as  a  day  of 
red,  and  as  a  day  not  to  be  vio¬ 
lated  even  by  the  labours  of  honed 
indudry  yin  broad  funlhine,  build¬ 
ings  and  private  houfes  in  Moor- 
fields  were  attacked  and  entered, 
and  the  furniture  deliberately 
brought  out  and  confirmed  by 
bonfires.  And  all  this  divas  done 
in  the  view  of  patient  ma- 
gif  rates  ! 

Some  magidrates  and  fome  in¬ 
dividuals  had  indeed  in  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  didurbances  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves,  and  feveral  who 
had  been  active  in  the  demolition 
of  the  ambaffadors  houfes  had 
been  committed.  On  Monday 
the  JHobj  who  had  not  beep  re¬ 


dded,  but  had  proceeded  with  a 
fuccefs  which  had  increafed  their 
impetuofity,  thought  it  neceffary 
to  drew  that  th'e  law  fhould  not  be 
exercifed  with  impunity  on  delin¬ 
quents  like  themfelves.  It  was 
the  bufmefs  of  Monday  to  dedroy 
the  houfes  of  the  magidrates,  and 
other  perfons  who  had  been  in- 
ftrumental  in  apprehending  them; 
but  thefe  outrages,  great  as  they 
were,  fell  far  fhort  of  thofe  com¬ 
mitted  on  the  Tuefday  and  Wed- 
nefday,  which  will  ever  remain  a 
dain  on  our  annals.  Frefh  in  Cults 
of  the  mod  daring  and  aggra¬ 
vated  nature,  were  offered  to  par¬ 
liament,  and  every  one,  who  was 
in  London  at  the  time,  mud  re¬ 
member,  that  it  bore  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  town  taken  by  dorm  ; 
every  quarter  was  alarmed  ;  neiy 
ther  age,  nor  fex,  nor  eminence 
of  dation,  nor  fanftity  of  cha¬ 
racter,  nor  even  an  humble  though 
honed  obfeurity,  were  any  pro¬ 
tection  againd  the  malevolent  fury 
and  dedructive  rage  of  the  lowed- 
and  word  of  men. 

But  it  was  not  againd  indivi¬ 
duals  alone,  that  their  operations 
were  now  directed,  What  has 
ever  been  in  all  ages,  and  in  all 
countries,  the  lad  effort  of  the 
mod  defperate  confpirators,  was 
now  their  object.  The  jails  were 
attacked,  the  felons  releafed — 
men  whofe  lives  their  crimes  had 
forfeited  to  the  j  u dice  of  the  law, 
were  fet  loofe  to  join  their  impious 
hands  in  the  work. 

The  city  was  fired  in  different 
parts.  The  flames  were  kindled 
in  the  houfes  mod  likely  to  fpread 
the  conflagration  to  didant  quar¬ 
ters,  the  didillers,  and  other 
places,  where  the  indruments  of 
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trade  upon  the  premifes  were  fure 
to  afford  the  largelt  .quantity  of 
combuftibie  matter  !  And  in  the 
midft  of  this  horror  and  confufion, 
in  order  more  effectually  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  extinguilhing  of  the 
flames,  an  attempt  to  cut  off  the 
New  River  water,  and  an  attack 
on  the  credit  of  the  kingdom,  by 
an  attempt  againit  the  Bank  of 
England,  were  made.  Both  thefe 
attempts  were  defeated,  provi¬ 
dentially  defeated  ;  but  they  were 
made  under  circumftances  which 
evince  that  they  were  intended  to 
be  effectual,  and  which  increafe 
the  farisfaftion  and  the  gratitude 
to  Providence  that  every  man  mull 
feel,  when  he  recollects  the  for¬ 
tunate  circumftance  of  their  having 
been  deferred  till  that  flage  of  the 
buii  nefs. 

In  four  days,  by  the  incredible 
activity  of  this  band  of  Furies  pa¬ 
rading  the  ftreets  of  the  metro- 
polis  with  flaming  torches,  feventy- 
two  private  h'oufes  and  four  pub¬ 
lic  gaols  were  deftroyed,  one  of 
them  the  county  gaol,  and  that 
built  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  juftify 
the  idea,  that  it  was  impregnable 
to  an  armed  force.  Religion,  the 
facred  name  of  religion,  and  of 
that  purelt  and  molt  peaceable 
fyftem  of  chriitianity,  the  PRO¬ 
TESTANT  CHURCH,  was 
made  the  profane  pretext  for  a f- 
fauiting  the  government,  tramp¬ 
ling  upon  the  laws  of  the  country, 
and  violating  the  firlt  great  pre¬ 
cept  of  their  duty  to  God  and  to 

their  neighbour, - the  pretext 

only  ;  for  there  is  not,  I  am  lure, 
in  Europe,  a  man  fo  weak,  fo 
uncandid,  or  fo  unjult  to  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  reformed  church,  as 
to  believe,  that  any  religious  mo¬ 


tive  could  by  any  perverfton  of 
human  reafon  induce  men  to  at¬ 
tack  the  magiftrates,  releafe  fe¬ 
lons,  deftroy  the  fource  of  public 
credit,  and  lay  in  allies  the  capital 
of  the  PROTESTANT  FAITH! 

I  have  now  related  to  you  the 
rife  and  progrefs  of  that  calamity 
from  which,  by  the  blefii'ng  of 
Providence  upon  his  Majefty’s  ef¬ 
forts  for  our  prefervation,  this 
kingdom  hath  been  delivered — a 
lituation  unparalleled  in.  the  hiftory 
of  our  country — no  commotion 
ever  having  had  a  more  defperate 
and  more  ratal  intention.  It  now 
remains  to  Hate  to  you  what  parts 
of  this  fubjeff  will  more  direClk/ 
call  for  your  attention  ;  and  as  it 
is  evident  from  what  I  have  faid, 
that  among  the  number  of  perfons 
whofe  cafes  will  be  fuhmitted  to 
your  confideration,  there  may  be 
fome  who  are  accufed  with  the 
guilt  of  high  trealbn,  it  will  be 
neceflary  and  proper  to  Hate  the 
law  with  refpeff  to  thofe  fpecies  of 
treafon  under  which  fome  of  the 
cafes  may  probably  fall.  There 
are  two  fpecies  of  treafon  appli¬ 
cable.  To  imagine  or  compafs 
the  death  of  ourfovereign  lord  the 
king,  is  high  treafon.  To  levy 
war  again  ft  the  king  within  the 
realm,  is  alfo  high  treafon. 

The  firlt,  that  -of  comparing 
the  death  of  the  kin?,  mtift  be 
demonftrated  by  fome  overt  act, 
as  the  means  to  effeff  the  purpofe 
of  the  heart ;  the  faff  of  levying 
war  is  an  overt  aff  of  this  fpecies 
of  treafon,  but  it  is  alfo  a  diftinff 
fpecies  of  treafon.  And  as  the 
prefent  occafion  calls  more  imme¬ 
diately  for  it,  I  muft  Rate  to  you 
more  fully,  in  what  that  treafon 
may  confilt. 


I  am 
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I  am  peculiarly  happy,  that  I 
am  enabled  to  hate  the  law  on  the 
fubjedt,  not  from  any  reafonings 
or  dedudlions  of  ray  own,  which 
zrt  liable  to  error,  and  in  which  a 
change  or  inaccuracy  of  expression 
might  be  productive  of  much  mil- 
chief,  but  from  the  fir  ft  authority, 
from  which  my  mouth  only  will 
be  employed  in  pronouncing  the 
law.  I  fhall  hate  it  to  you  in  the 
words  of  that  great,  able,  and 
learned  judge,  Mr,  juftice  FoSler, 
that  true  friend  to  the  liberties  of 
kis  country. 

“  Every  infurredtion  which  in 
judgement  of  law  is  intended 
again il  the  perfon  of  the  king,  be 
it  to  dethrone  or  imprifon  him,  or 
to  oblige  him  to  alter  his  meafures 
of  government,  or  to  remove  evil 
counsellors  from  about  him, — 
thefe  riSings  all  amount  to  levying 
war  within  the  Statute,  whether 
attended  with  the  pomp  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  of  open  war  or  not. 
And  every  confpiracy  to  levy  war 
for  thefe  purpofes,  though  not 
treafon  within  the  claufe  of  levying 
war,  is  yet  an  overt-aft  within  the 
other  claufe  of  compaffmg  the 
king’s  death. 

*c  Infurreftions  in  order  to 
throw  down  all  inclofures,  to  alter 
the  eftablifhcd  law,  or  change  re¬ 
ligion,  to  inhance  the  price  of  all 
labour,  or  to  open  all  prifons — 
all  riSings  in  order  to  effedt  thefe 
innovations  of  a  public  and  a  gene¬ 
ral  armed force ,  are,  in  construction 
of  law,  high  treafon,  within  the 
claufe  of  levying  war.  For  though 
they  are  not  levelled  at  the  perfon 
of  the  king,  they  are  again  ft  his 
royal  majejly ;  and  beSides,  they 
have  a  diredt  tendency  to  dilfolve 
all  the  bonds  of  fociety,  and  to 


deFroy  all  property  and  gover# 
ment  too,  by  numbers  and  an 
armed  force.  Infurrections  like- 
wife  for  redreSTmg  national  griev¬ 
ances,  or  for  the  exp n Ikon  of 
foreigners  in  general,  or  indeed  of 
any  Single  nation  living  here  under 
the  protection  of  the  king,  or  for 
the  reformation  of  real  or  ima¬ 
ginary  evils  of  a  public  nature , 
and  in  vohich  the  injur  gent  s  have 
no  f pedal  interejl, — ri lings  to  erFedt 
thefe  ends  by  force  and  numbers, 
are,  by  conftrudtion  of  law,  within 
the  claufe  of  levying  war.  For 
they  are  levelled  at  the  king’s 
crown  and  royal  dignity*’’ 

In  order  fully  to  explain  this. 
It  will  be  only  neeeSTary  to  colledi, 
repeat,  and  enforce  the  feveral 
paSSages  in  Mr,  Juftice  Fofter,  re¬ 
lative  to  this  fubjedt.  It  may  oc¬ 
cur  that  in  feveral  places  mention 
is  made  of  an  armed  force.  In 
the  very  fame  chapter,  from  which 
I  have  read  an  extradt,  the  learned 
judge  mentions  two  remarkable 
cafes  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
reign  of  Queen  Ann. 

“  In  the  cafes  of  Damaree  and 
Purchafe ,  which  are  the  laft  printed 
cafes  which  have  come  in  judge¬ 
ment  on  the  point  of  constructive 
levying  war,  there  was  nothing 
given  in  evidence  of  the  ulual 
pageantry  of  war,  no  military 
weapons,  no  banners  or  drums, 
nor  any  regular  confultation  pre¬ 
vious  to  the  rising  ;  and  yet  the 
want  of  thefe  circumstances  weigh¬ 
ed  nothing  with  the  court,  though 
the  prifoners’  counfel  infilled  on 
that  matter.  The  number  of  the 
infurgents  fupplied  the  want  of 
military  weapons ;  and  they  were 
provided  with  axes,  crows,  and 
other  tools  of  the  1  i k 9  nature, 

proper 
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proper  for  the  mifchief  they  in¬ 
tended  to  effect.” 

\  , 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  men 
who  were  the  leaders,  or  fet  on  as 
art  of  that  mob,  likewife  affem- 
led  under  pretence  of  religion, 
and  the  falfe  and  wicked  cry  then 
was,  that  the  church  of  England 
* was  in  danger,  on  account  of 
the  jult  and  humane  indulgence, 
which,  from  the  happy  period  of 
the  Revolution,  had  been  granted 
to  diiTenters. 

“  Upon  the  trial  of  Demaree, 
the  cafes  referred  to  before,  were 
cited  at  the  bar,  and  all  the  judges 
prefen t  were  of  opinion  that  the 
prifoner  was  guilty  of  the  high 
treafon  charged  upon  him  in  the 
indictment.  For  here  was  a 
riling  with  an  avowed  intention  to 
demolifh  all  meeting  -  houfes  in 
general ;  and  this  intent  they 
carried  into  execution  as  far  as 
they  were  able.  If  the  meeting- 
houfes  of  Proteftant  diffenters  had 
been  erected  and  fupported  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  all  law,  a  riling  in  order 
to  deltroy  fuch  houfes  in  general, 
would  have  fallen  under  the  rule 
laid  down  in  Keiling,  with  regard 
to  the  demolifhing  all  bawdy- 
houfes.  But  lince  the  meeting- 
houfes  of  Proteltant  diffenters  are 
by  the  toleration -act  taken  under 
the  protection  of  the  law,  the  in- 
furrection  in  the  prefent  cafe  was 
to  be  considered  as  a  public  de¬ 
claration  by  the  rabble  againff 
that  aCt,'  and  an  attempt  to  render 
it  ineffectual  by  numbers  and  open 
force.” 

The  objeCts  of  their  attack  were 
the  meeting  -  houfes  of  the  dif- 

O 

fenters  ;  they  were  confidered  by 
the  judges  to  have  declared  them- 
feivcs  againff  the  aCt  by  which  the 


indulgences  were  granted,  and  as 
attempting  to  render  it  ineffectual 
by  numbers.and  open  force,  and 
on  that  ground  Mr.  Juffice  Fofter 
declares  the  judgment  to  be  pro¬ 
per  :  all  the  judges  concurred  in 
it  at  the  time,  it  has  been  refpeCted 
by  pofferity,  and  its  principle  is 
neceffary  for  the  prelervation  of 
the  constitution,  which  we  cannot 
but  have  feit  the  value  of,  in  that 
moment  when  we  have  feen  it 
threatened  with,  and  in  imminent 
danger  of,  immediate  diffolution. 

The  calendar  points  out  a  num¬ 
ber  of  prifoners  who  may  be  in¬ 
dicted  (as  appears  from  their  com¬ 
mitments)  for  burning  and  pulling 
down,  or  beginning  to  fet  lire  to, 
and  pull  down,  the  King’s  Bench 
Prifon,  the  Houfe  of  Correction, 
and  nine  dvvelling-houfes  within 
the  county  ;  others  may  be  charged 
with  breaking  open  the  gaols,  and 
relealing  the  prifoners ;  others 
again  may  be  charged  with  ex¬ 
torting  money  from  individuals, 
under  terror  of  the  mob,  which  is 
clearly  and  incontrovertibly  a  rob¬ 
bery.  As  forne  of  you.  Gentle¬ 
men,  are  by  your  profeffions,  and 
all  of  you  undoubtedly  from  your 
rank  and  ffation,  acquainted  with 
the  ordinary  adminiffration  of  cri¬ 
minal  juffice,  it  is  unneceffary  for 
me  to  enlarge  on  the  fubjeCt  of 
thefe  felonies, 

Burning  a  houfe,  or  out-houfe, 
being  parcel  of  a  dwelling-houfe, 
though  not  contiguous,  nor  under 
the  fame  roof,  was  a  felony  at  the 
common  law,  and  by  ftatute,  the 
benefit  of  clergy  was  taken  away. 

To  fet  fire  to  any  houfe,  or 
out-houfe,  though  it  is  not  burnt, 

.  is  made  a  capital  felony,  by  9 
Geo.  I.  chap,  22.  And  by  ftatute 

1  Geo. 
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I  Geo.  I.  chap.  5,  called  ’The  Riot 
Aft,  the  offence  of  beginning  to 
pull  down  buildings,  by  twelve, 
or  more  perfons,  is  made  a  capi¬ 
tal  felony.  And  having  men¬ 
tioned  the  riot  aft,  let  me  fay  a 
few  words  upon  it. 

The  two  cafes  which  I  have 
ftated,  were  very  near  this  period, 
and  the  fame  pernicious  principles 
which  had  been  inkilled  into  the 
minds  of  the  lowed;  orders  of  the 
people,  were  kept  alive  by  the 
arts  of  faftion. 

It  is  not  lefs  true  than  remark¬ 
able,  that  the  fame  feditious  fpirit 
which  had  artfully  been  inkilled 
into  the  people  in  the  latter  end 
®f  Queen  Anne’s  time,  had  been 
continued  to  this  time  (the  ac- 
ceflion),  and  what  a  few  years  be¬ 
fore  had  been  mifcalled  a  Pro- 
teJiantMob,  was  now  a  mob  trained, 
excited,  and  actually  employed  to 
defeat  the  Protekant  fucceflion. 
In  every  mug-houfe,  in  every  dark 
alley,  and  lurking  corner  of  fe- 
dition,  in  this  great  town,  artful 
and  deiigning  men  were  engaged 
in  exciting  this  mob  to  the  de- 
ffruftion  of  the  conkitution  ;  and 
therefore  this  aft  was  framed  to 
make  the  beginning  cf  mifchief 
dangerous  to  the  perpetrators  of 
it.  To  begin  to  pull  down  any 
place  of  religious  worlhip,  certified 
and  regikered  by  the  aft  of  tole¬ 
ration,  or  any  dwelling- ho ufe  or 
out-houfe,  was  made  a  capital 
felony.  And  any  perfons,  to  the 
number  of  twelve  or  more,  un¬ 
lawfully,  riotoufly,  and  tumultu- 
oully  affembled,  being  commanded 
or  required  to  difperfe  by  the 
magiftrate,  and  continuing  toge¬ 
ther  for  one  hour  after  fuch  com¬ 
mand,  are  declared  guilty  of  fe¬ 
lony,  without  benefit  of  clergy. 


But  here  I  take  this  public  op¬ 
portunity  of  mentioning  a  fatal 
mikake  into  which  many  perfons 
have  fallen.  It  has  been  ima¬ 
gined,  becaufe  the  law  allows  an 
hour  for  the  difperfion  of  a  mob 
to  whom  the  riot  aft  has  been  read 
by  the  magikrate,  the  better  to 
fupport  the  civil  authority,  that 
during  that  period  of  time,  the 
civil  power  and  the  magikracy  are 
difarmed,  and  the  king’s  fubjefts, 
whofe  duty  it  is  at  all  times  to 
fupprefs  riots,  are  to  remain  quiet 
and  paffive.  No  fuch  meaning 
was  within  the  view  of  the  le- 
giflature  ;  nor  does  the  operation 
of  the  aft  warrant  any  fuch  effeft. 
The  civil  magikrates  are  left  in 
poffeflion  of  thofe  powers  which 
the  law  had  given  them  before ; 
■if  the  mob  collectively,  or  a  part 
of  it,  or  any  individual,  within 
and  before  the  expiration  of  that 
hour,  attempts  or  begins  to  per¬ 
petrate  an  outrage  amounting  to 
felony,  to  pull  down  a  houfe,  or 
by  any  other  aft  to  violate  the 
laws,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  prefent, 
of  whatever  defcription  they  may 
be,  to  endeavour  to  kop  the  mif¬ 
chief,  and  to  apprehend  the  of¬ 
fender.  I  mention  this,  rather 
for  general  information,  than  for 
the  particular  inkruftion  of  the 
Gentlemen  whom  I  have  now  the 
honour  of  addreffing,  becaufe  the 
riot  aft  I  do  not  believe  will  come 
immediately  under  your  confi- 
deration:  Fame  has  not  reported 
that  it  was  any  where,  or  at  any 
time,  read  during  the  late  dis¬ 
turbances. 

In  all  cafes  of  burning  or 
pulling  down  buildings,  the  be¬ 
ing  prefent,  aiding,  abetting, 
and  encouraging  the  aftual  aftors, 
though  there  be  no  aft  proved  to 

be 
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be  done  by  the  party  himfelf,  is 
a  capital  felony.  This  is  a  doc¬ 
trine  l'olemnly  delivered  lately  by 
the  judges,  and  I  believe  will 
never  be  doubted. 

Taking  goods  or  money  againft 
the  will,  under  the  terror  of  a 
mob,  is  felony. 

Of  all  thei'e  offences  you  are 
to  enquire,  and  true  preferments 
make. 

The  chara&er  and  efleem  in 
which  the  Gentlemen  I  have  now 
the  honour  of  addreiTmg  are  juitly 
held  by  their  country,  render  any 
admonition  from  me  on  the  fubjeCl 
of  your  duty  fupertluous ;  in  you 
it  has  long  placed  a  confidence, 
nor  will  it,  I  am  perfuaded,  on 
this  occahon,  have  reafon  to  re¬ 
pent  it. 

I  have  to  remind  you,  that  it  is 
your  duty  only  to  enquire,  whe¬ 
ther  the  party  accufed  is  charged 
with  fuch  probable  circumflances 
as  to  juflify  you  in  fending  him  to 
another  jury,  who  are  appointed 
by  law  to  hear  the  evidence  on  both 
tides,  and  to  fay,  whether  the  per- 
fon  charged  be  guilty  or  not  of 
the  crime  imputed  to  him  in  the 
indictment ;  and  if  upon  fuch 
trial,  any  advantage  can  be  de¬ 
rived  from  the  nicety  or  caution 
of  the  law,  or  any  favourable  cir- 
cumftances  appear,  it  will  be  as 
much  the  inclination,  as  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  learned  and  reverend 
judges  with  whom  I  have  the 
honour  of  being  in  commiffion,  to 
ftate  fuch  circumftances. 

And  if  the  laws  declare  them 
guilty,  the  offenders  may  ftill  have 
recourfe  to  that  fountain  of  mercy, 
the  royal  bread:,  where  juft  ice  is 
always  tempered  with  clemency. 

Such  is  the.  ineitimable  bleiiing 
of  a.  government  founded  on  law. 


that  it  extends  its  benefits  to  all 
alike,  to  the  guilty  and  the  inno¬ 
cent.  To  the  latter  the  law  is  a 
proteClion  and  a  fafe-guard  ;  to 
the  former  it  is  not  a  protection, 
but  it  may  be  confidered  as  a  houfe 
of  refuge:  indeed  there  cannot  be 
a  greater  proof  of  the  excellence 
of  that  conflitution,  than  by  ad- 
miniftering  its  benefits  to  all  men 
indifferently. 

Proceedings  of  the  Commijjion.  at 
St.  Margaret* s  Hill, 

Tuefday,  July  nth,  Jofeph 
Lovell  and  Robert  Lovell,  were 
indicted  for  deilroying  the  houfe 
of  Thomas  Conolly,  and  were 
found  guilty.  They  were  gypfies. 

William  Hey  ter,  for  deilroying 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  Alexander 
French,  in  Eaft-lane,  June  7 th, 
and  found  guilty,  but  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy ;  but  Baron 
Eyre  did  not  approve  of  this 
recommendation. 

Charles  King  and  Ambrofe 
Long,  for  deftroying  Conolly’s 
ho«fe.  King  was  found  guilty  j. 
Long  acquitted. 

Wednefday,  July  12.  This" 
day  nine  prifoners  were  tried, 
feven  of  whom  were  capitally  con¬ 
victed.  \$z.  Edward  Dorman,. 
Thomas  Murray,  Henry  Wad- 
ham,  Mary  Cooke,  Sufannah, 
Howard,  Samuel  Lyman,  and 
John  Hyde,  few  deltroying  the 
houfe  of  Paul  Pemary,  of  Kent- 
flreet. 

William  Smith  (late  a  brandy- 
merchant)  was  tried  for  heading 
the  mob  who  defiroyed  Conolly’s 
houfe. 

Mr.  Attorney-general  informed 
the  jury,  that  the  prifoner  had 
formerly  been  in  bulinefs,  but 

having 
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having  met  with  misfortunes,  was 
now  out  of  buiinefs ;  that  from 
his  appearance  it  might  be  con¬ 
cluded,  he  would  not  himfelf  be 
aftive  in  the  work,  while  better 
indruments  might  be  found  ;  but 
that  it  would  be  proved  that  he 
was,  in  faft,  the  leader  and  ex¬ 
citer  of  the  rioters. 

Robert  Chafers,  of  Tooley- 
ffreet,  about  ten  doors  from  Co- 
nolly’s,  depofed,  that  the  mob 
Came  there  about  half  pad  one  on 
the  8th  of  June  ;  they  demolifhed 
the  houfe,  and  threw  out  the  fur- 
liiture,  afterwards  put  it  in  two 
carte,  carried  it  away,  and  burnt 
it ;  that  he  knows  the  prifoner, 
faw  him  oppofite  the  houfe  with 
his  hat  in  his  hand,  and  rather 
exulting  when  any  particular  a£t 
was  done,  fuch  as  pulling  down 
part  of  the  front ;  faw  him  twice 
whirl  his  hat,  but  did  not  obferve 
him  there  above  ten  minutes  ; 
faw  hirh  afterwards  at  the  Ram’s 
Head  tavern ;  about  half  pail 
three  fomebody  faid*  “  Soldiers 
were  coming,  and  the  mob  would 
foon  be  difperfed.”  The  pri¬ 
foner  faid,  Five  hundred  pri- 
foners  had  been  releafed  from  the 
King’s-Bench,  and  were  coming 
from  the  Halfpenny  Ha^ch  (about 
three  minutes  walk)  to  join  therm” 
The  prifoner  and  moil  of  the 
rioters  had  blue  cockades. 

On  his  crofs  examination,  he 
faid  it  Was  about  an  hour  after  the 
beginning  of  the  mifchief  when  he 
faw  the  prifoner ;  that  the  pri¬ 
foner*  when  in  buiinefs,  lived 
very  near  the  fpot ;  when  he  was 
in  the  Ram’s  Head  tavern  he 
feemed  in  liquor,  but  did  not,  in 
the  lead,  fee  the  prifoner  give 
any  advice  or  direction  to  the 
mob.  At  the  public-houfe  his 
behaviour  was  decent  and  fober0 


William  Smith,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr* 
Bolton,  of  the  Green  Park  coffee- 
ho^fe,  and  feveral  others,  ap<*~ 
peared  to  the  prifoner’s  character. 
The  jury  found  him  not  guilty. 

Thurfday,  July  15,  eleven  pri~ 
foners  were  tried,  nine  of  whom 
were  capitally  convicted,  viz.  Benj, 
Rowland,  George  Fletcher,  Wil¬ 
liam  Imbed,  Samuel  Jordan,  Oli¬ 
ver  John  foil,  Robert  Lovel,  Ri¬ 
chard  Millar,  J apses  Palmer,  and 
Elizabeth  Collins,  for  riotoufly 
and  tumultuoully  affembling,  and 
felonioudy  beginning  to  pull  dowii 
the  dwelling-houfe  of  Laurence 
Walfhi 

Friday,  July  14,  feven  pri- 
foners  were  tried,  five  of  whoni 
were  capitally  convicted,  viz. — • 
John  Davis,  and  Theodore  At¬ 
kin  fon,  for  pulling  down  the 
houfe  of  Margaret  Cooper,  iii 
Kent-dreet,  on  the  9th  of  June. 
— John  Barton,  for  pulling  down 
the  houfe  of  Edward  Dodd  ,  in 
Lombard -dreeti  in  the  Mint  • 
recommended  to  mercy.—Henry 
Penny  and  John  Bridport,  for 
demolifhing  the  houfe  of  M.  Coo¬ 
per;  the  latter  recommended  to 
mercy. 

Saturday,  July  1 5.  Lord  Chief 
Judice  Loughborough  paffed  len¬ 
ience  on  thofe  prifoners  who  had 
been  convicted* 

After  which,  jofeph  Haynes, 
for  dedroying  Conoily’s  houfe, 
waS  found  guilty;  but  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy.  Six  other 
prifoners  were  tried,  and  ac¬ 
quitted; 

Monday,  July  17 ,  five  prifoners 
were  tried  for  demolifhing  the 
houfe  of  Benjamin  Thomas,  Efq;' 
commonly  called  the  Ring’s-Bencli 
prifon.  Not  guilty. 

Tuefday,  July  18,  William 
Smith  was  a  fecond  time  inditted; 

fgt 


APPENDIX  to  the  CHRONICLE.  [iSf 


for  that  he,  with  divers  others, 
did  begin  to  demolish  and  pull 
down  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Matthew 
Cafey,  Eaft-lane,  Tooley-  ftreet, 
on  the  7th  of  Jane  laft.  He  was 
acquitted. 

Lord  Loirghborough  afterwards 
addreffed  the  convidls  in  a  very 
affecting  manner.  Two  of  the 
prifoners,  he  faid,  had  been  recom¬ 
mended  to  mercy,  but  there  was 
one  of  them  (Bridport)  who, 
having  been  found  guilty  of  a 
capital  crime,  ought  not  to  ex-r 
peel  any  mercy.  The  part  of 
his  duty,  which  he  would  execute 
with  the  greatell  pleafure,  would 
be,  he  faid,  to  reprefen t  at  the 
foot  of  the  throne,  filch  fa¬ 
vourable  circumstances  as  had  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  trials.  'But  he  ob- 
ferved,  as  in  compalfion  and  juftice 
to  all  the  people  of  the  kingdom, 
it  was  impoflible  to  Ihew  mercy  to 
all  that  had  been  condemned,  lie 
advifed  each  convidt  to  look  upon 
himfelf  as  one  of  thofe  who-  were 
not  to  experience  any  mercy. 


Remarkable  Aftions  at  Sea. 

/  4 

Admiralty-office,  July  22,  1780. 

JExtraft  of  a  Letter  from  the  Hon¬ 
ourable  Captain  Waldegra.rve ,  of 
his  Alajefly's  Ship  La  Prudente , 
to  Air.  Stephens,  dated  Spithead, 
July  1  8,  1780. 

ON  the  4th  inftant,  being  on 
a  cruize  with  the  Licorne  in 
company,  at  ten  o’clock  A.  M. 
Cape  Ortugal  then  bearing  fouth 
by  weft,  diftance  24  leagues,  the 
Licorne  made  the  fignal  for  feeing 
3.  fail  to  the  N.  W.  and  a  thick 


fog  then  difperfing,  we  difeovereef 
a  large  fhip  bearing  down  to  us  t 
I  immediately  made  the  fignal  to 
chace,  foon  after  which  the  Chacc 
hauling  her  wind,  being  then 
only  fix  miles  diftance  from  us, 
we  clearly  difcovered  her  to  be  a 
large  frigate,  which  from  her 
conftruction  we  concluded  to  be 
French. 

As  we  had  light  winds  and 
calms  the  whole  day,  it  was  half 
paft  eleven  P.  M.  ere  I  found  my- 
felf  within  clofe  piftol  ftiot  of  her. 
The  fignals  fhe  now  made,  both 
with  rockets  and  lights,  con¬ 
vincing  me  that  fhe  was  an  enemy, 
I  immediately  began  to  engage 
her  £  and  at  half  paft  four  A.  M. 
Ihe  hauled  down  her  colours  to  his 
majefty’s  fhips  La  Prudente'  and 
Licorne. 

She  proved  to  be  LaCapricIeufe, 
a  French  frigate,  eight  days  from 
L’Orient,  pierced  for  44  guns, 
but  mounting  only  32;  comple¬ 
ment  3.08  men.  She  was  launched 
in  March  laft,  meafured  1 100  tons, 
and  was  one  of  the  fin  eft  frigates  F 
ever  faw. 

I  am  very  forry  to  fay,  that  the 
condition  of  the  prize  was  fach  (as 
their  lordlhips  may  obferve  from 
the  report  of  the  furvey)  as  ren¬ 
dered  it  impracticable  to  efcort 
her  to  England.  Indeed  the  very 
heavy  lofs  I  have  fuftained  in  the 
aCtion,  and  unfortunately  having 
20  fick  on  fhore  and  many  on 
board,  made  it  abfolutely  impofti- 
ble  for  me  to  give  her  the  neceftary 
aftiftance  for  that  purpofe ;  I  there¬ 
fore,  after  removing  the  prifoners, 
fet  her  on  fire. 

Finding  from  the  condition  of 
my  fhip  the  utter  impoftibility  of 
executing  my  orders,  I  have  there  • 
fore  given  directions  to  Captain 

Cadogan^ 
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Cadogan,  tjie  commander  of  his 
majeity’s  (hip  Licorne,  to  put  them 
into  immediate  execution. 

Notwithftanding  our  feeming 
ftsperiority,  I  hope  the  return  of 
the  killed  and  wounded  will  fuffi- 
ciently  evince,  that  my  officers 
and  drip’s  company  have  acquitted 
themfelves  in  the  moll  gallant  and 
fpirited  manner.  Indeed  I  feel 
5tis  impoffible  to  do  judice  to  their 
merits. 

In  judice  to  Lieutenant  Banks 
of  the  marines,  I  mud  beg  leave 
to  obferve  to  their  lordfhips,  that 
his  party  behaved  with  the  utmod 
ileadinefs  and  bravery,  keeping  up 
a  regular  and  condant  dre  from 
the  beginning  of  the  a£lion,  till 
neceffity  called  them  to  the  great 
guns,  where  they  (hewed  an  equal 
ihare  of  fpirit  and  good  order. 

But  while  I  am  thus  giving 
thofe  well-deferved  encomiums  to 
his  Britannic  Majedy’s  fubjecls,  I 
fhould  feel  myfelf  in  honour  bound 
to  give  his  enemies,  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  the  merits  they  are  fo  truly 
deferving,  did  not  the  condition 
of  the  Ihip,  and  the  heavy  lofs 
they  have  fudained,  fufficiently 
fpeak  their  praifes.  I  mud  beg 
leave  to  add,  in  honour  to  M.  de 
Cheavel,  who  commanded  La  Ca- 
pricieufe  at  the  time  fire  furren- 
dered,  that  the  colours  were  not 
hauled  down  till  the  fhip  had  dve 
feet  water  in  her  hold. 

Monk  de  Pvanfanne  and  Monk 
de  Fontaine,  the  drd  and  fecond 
captains,  both  fell  in  the  adtlon  ; 
but  as  to  their  farther  lofs,  we  are 
as  yet  ignorant,  being  unacquainted 
with  the  number  of  prifoners  on 
board  the  Licorne ;  but  from  a 
rough  calculation  of  their  officers, 
they  mud  have  at  leak  100  killed 
and  wounded. 


It  is  with  infinite  concern  that 
I  acquaint  their  lordfhips,  that 
Lieutenant  Ellifon  dands  foremod 
on  the  lid  of  the  wounded,  having 
been  very  feverely  bruifed  in  the 
back,  and  his  right  arm  carried 
off  by  a  fhot.  I  mud  beg  leave  to 
recommend  his  misfortunes,  and 
the  great  intrepidity  he  fhewed 
during  the  a.dtion,  to  their  lord- 
drips  mod  particular  attention. 

K  lift  of  the  killed  and  wounded  on 
board  his  majefty' s  fhip  La  Prudent e» 

Killed . 

Mr.  John  Difmond,  Mr.  1 

Richard  Montgomery,  j 
Mr.  Thomas  England,  >  4, 

Mr. William  Daimond,  | 
Middripmen  -  -  J 

Seamen  -  12 

Marine  -  -  ,  1 


Total  17 
Wounded  a 

Mr.  jofeph  Ellifon,  fe-  1  ^ 

cond  lieutenant  -  j 

Mr.  William  MfCarty,  ] 
middripman  -  -  ] 

Seamen  -  -  25 

Marines  -  -  4 


Total  31 


Since  dea.d  of 
their  wounds. 


Seamen 

Marine 


2 

1 


Total  killed  and  wounded  48 


LICORNE* 

3  killed  7  wounded* 

I  am,  &c* 

Wm.  W  aldegravE* 
Parfuant 
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Purfuant  to  an  order  from  the 
Hon.  William  Waldegrave,  Com¬ 
mander  of  his  majeity’s  ihip  La 
Prudente,  of  this  day’s  date,  to 
us  dire&ed;  we  whole  names  are 
under-mentioned,  have  been  on 
board  the  prize  frigate  La  Ca- 
pricieufe,  and  have  there  taken  a 
Uriel  and  careful  furvey  on  her, 
and  find  as  follows,  viz. 

The  forermaft  wounded  in  fe- 
veral  places. 

The  foretop-mad  over  the  fide. 

The  main-mad  laying  fore  and 
aft  the  deck,  being  gone  about 
ten  feet  above  the  main  deck: 

The  mizen-maft  fhot  in  feveral 
places. 

The  mizen-top-mad  the  dime; 

All  her  fpare  yards  and  top 
malls  rendered  unferviceable  with 
diot. 

A  number  of  ftiot-holes  betwixt 
wind  and  water. 

Many  other  damages  about  the 
fhip,  and 3  when  we  left  her,  fix 
feet  water  in  the  hold. 

And  we  do  declare  vve  have 
made  and  taken  this  furvey  with 
fuch  care  and  equity,  that,  if 
required,  we  are  ready  to  make 
oath  to  the  impartiality  of  our 
proceedings. 

Given  under  our  hands,  on 
board  the  prize  frigate  La 
Capricieufe,  at  fea,  this 
6th  of  J uly,  1780. 

John  Richardson,  Carpenter. 

John  Spasbatt,  Carpenter. 

% 

OIR  James  Wallace,  Captain 
of  his  majedy’s  Ihip  Nonfuch, 
in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
at  Falmouth,  the  id  ind.  gives 
an  account  that  while  his  boats 
were  employed  in  burning  the 
frigate  off  the  Loire,  he  obferv- 
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ed  three  fail  in  the  N.  W.  mak¬ 
ing  fignals  to  each  other,  to  which 
he  immediately  gave  chafe,  and 
about  midnight  came  up  with 
and  clofely  engaged  one  of  them  ; 
that  after  a  defence  of  more  than 
two  hours  die  druck,  and  proved 
to  be  La  Belle  Poule,  mounted 
with  32  guns,  twelve  pounders, 
commanded  by  the  Chevalier  Ker- 
gariou,  and  275  men;  that  the 
captain  and  24  men  were  killed, 
the  fecond  captain,  with  feveral 
officers  and  men,  to  the  amount 
of  co,  were  wounded  ;  and  that 
the  Nonfuch  had  three  men  killed 
and  ten  wounded,  two  of  whom 
have  dnee  died: 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Wil¬ 
liam  Peer  Williams,  of  bis  Ma - 
je fly's  Ship  Flora,  to  Mr.  Ste¬ 
phens,  dated  Falmouth,  the  ifb 
of  Align fl)  1780. 

S  I  R, 

BEG  you  will  communicate  to 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of 
the  Admiralty  the  following  par¬ 
ticulars,  which  I  have  the  plea- 
fure  of  tranfmitting  to  you  from 
this  port,  where  contrary  winds 
have  obliged  me  to  put  in. 

On  Thurfdav  the  idth  inffanf* 

*  ^ 

at  half  pall  four  in  the  afternoon. 
Handing  in  under  Ufliant,  in  quell 
of  the  fleet,  the  wind  at  that  time 
about  E.  N.  E.  we  difeovered 
through  the  haze  a  fquare  rigged 
veffel  and  cutter  under  our  lee, 
lying- to  with  their  heads  to  the 
north-ward,  diflant  from  us  about 
four  miles ;  whereupon  we  made 
fail,  beat  to  quarters,  and  edged 
towards  them,  which  the  Ihip  per¬ 
ceiving,  wore,  haule4  to  the  wind, 
backed  her  mizen  top-fail,  and 
[  T~\  waited 
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waited  our  approach,'  the  cutter 
working  off  and  on.  At  ten  mi¬ 
nutes  pad  hve  we  got  abreaft  of 
her,  and,  within  two  cables  length, 
upon  {hewing  our  colours,  receiv¬ 
ed  her  lire,  which  we  inilantly  re-* 
turned,  and  continued  brifkiy  on 
both  fides  for  about  an  hour,  gra¬ 
dually  nearing  each  other  ;  when 
our  wheel  being  fhot  away,  our 
Ihrouds,  back  days,  and  running 
rigging  much,  cut,  we  dropped  oa 
board  of  her,  and  continued  the 
engagement  in  that  pofition  about 
15  minutes  ;  the  enemy  then  de¬ 
ferred  their  great  guns,  attempted 
to  board  us,  but  were  indantly  re¬ 
paired  with  loft.  Our  people 
boarded  them  in  return,  (word  in 
hand,  ftruck  their  colours,  and  in 
a  fhort  time  took  poffeiTion  of  the 
ihip,  which  proved  to  be  a  French 
frigate,  called  La'Nymphe,  com¬ 
manded.  by  the  Chevalier  Du  Re¬ 
main,  who  died  the  fame  evening 
ing  of  the  wounds  he  received  in 
the  addon.  She  is  four  years  old, 
is  copper-bottomed,  mounts  32 
guns,  though  pierced  for  40,  and 
her  complement  confided  of  291 
men.  She  had  been  only  four 
days  out  of  Bred,  and  was  em¬ 
ployed  upon  reconnoitring  fervice 
off  that  port. 

Before  1  conclude  my  letter  I 
beg  leave  to  add,  that  my  officers 
and  people  in  general  Ibewed  the 
greateff  coolnefs  and  intrepidity 
on  this  occaiion,  and  indeed  me¬ 
rit  more-  encomiums  than  1  can 
find  words  to  exprefs ;  their  con¬ 
duct  will,  1  Batter  myfelf,  meet 
with  their  lordihips  approbation, 
mid  recommend  them  to  their  fu¬ 
ture  & iveur. 

I  am.  Sec* 

W.  F.  Williams-. 


Return  of  Killed  and  Wounded  on 
board  the  Flora. 

Killed.  Mr.  Bidet,  Midfhip- 
man  1.  Seamen  6.  Marines  2. 
Total  killed  9. 

Wounded.  Mr*  Creed,  maff- 
ter  1.  Seamen  13.  Marines  4., 
Total  killed  and  wounded  27. 
Seamen fince dead  1 .  Marines^. 
N.  B.  The  Flora  mounted  36 
guns,  and  had  on  board  when 
the  adtion  began  259  men. 

On  board  the  La  Nymphe. 
Killed.  Firff  captain,  fecond 
ditto,  firff  lieutenant  3.  Other 
officers,  Teamen,  and  marines, 
60.  Killed  63. 

Wounded.  The  fecond  lieu¬ 
tenant,  two  officers  of  marines, 
two  volunteers,  five  other  officers, 
feamen,  and  marines,  63.  Total 
killed  and  wounded  13 1. 

Admiralty -office,  Auguf  26,  17  So* 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Captain  Mac- 
bride,  of  his  Majefy  Ship  Bien- 
faifant,  to  Mr.  Stephens,  dated 
at  Sea ,  Auguf  13,  1786. 

S  I  R, 

WROTE  to  you,  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  their  lordfhips, 
on  my  arrival  at  Cork,  the  intel¬ 
ligence  I  had  received,  and  the 
ffeps  1  intended  to  take  in  confe- 
quence.  The  Charon  arrived  on 
the  nth  inftant.-  1  failed  with 
the  convoy  next  day,  having  the 
Charon,  Lieorne,  and  Huffar  in 
company.  As  many  of  the  convoy 
ffill  remained,  I  ordered  the  Li- 
corne  and  Huffar  to  keep  off  the 
harbour’s  mouth  to  haften  them, 
whilft  the  Bienfaifant  and  Charon 
lay-to  with  thofe  that  were  out. 
At  day- light  we  had  drove  down 
as  far  as  the  Old  Head  of  Kinfale, 
whsn  I  -obferved  a  large  fail  in 
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the  fouth  eafl  in  chace  of  fomc  of 
t lie  convoy ;  he  was  foon  chaccd 
in  turn,  the  Charon  in  company; 
the  other  two  frigates  were  out  of 
light  of  Cork.  About  half  pail 
ieven  we  came  up  with  her.  It  is 
Something  lingular,  that  the  aftion 
on  both  fides  began  with  mufque- 
try  ;  he  hoilted  Engliffi  colours, 
and  kept  his  fire;  I  determined  to 
do  the  fame  :  as  we  ranged  within 
piftol-fhot,  fome  converfation  palf- 
ed  between  us.  In  this  mode  we 
got  fo  forward  on  his  bow,  that 
neither  his  bow  or  our  quarter 
guns  would  bear.  Being  certain 
what  the  fhip  was,  I  then  ordered 
the  fmall  arms  on  the  poop  to  be¬ 
gin  ;  hie  returned  it,  and  hoiiled 
her  proper  colours.  It  was  fome 
little  time  before  I  cohid  regulate 
my  fail,  and  place  my  fhip  :  they 
fad  determined  to  board  us,  and 
afted  fo  to  favour  the  defign.  It 
was  a  daring,  though  unfuccefs- 
ful  attempt.  After  an  hour  and 
ten  minutes  fmart  aflion,  her  rig¬ 
ging  and  fails  cut  to  pieces,  twen¬ 
ty-one  men  killed^  and  thirty-five 
men  wounded,  fie  ftruck,  and 
proved  to  be'  the  Comte  d’Artois, 
of  64  guns,  upwards  of  644  men, 
a  private  flap  of  war  commanded 
by  the  Chevalier  Cloiiard,  a  Lieu¬ 
tenant  de  Vaiffeaux,  who  is  flight- 
Iy  wounded  in  the  action.  His 
brothers,  the  one  a  colonel,  the 
other  colonel  en  fecond,  in  the 
Irifn  legion  of  that  name,  are  on 
board  ;  likewife  a  Lieutenant 
Perry  of  the  Monarch  ;  and  the 
people  who  were  taken  on  board 
the  Margaritta  prize.  The  Bien- 
faifant  had  three  killed,  and 
twenty-two  wounded  ;  furniture 
cut  of  courfe ;  but  the  malls  and 
yards  not  materially  injured. 
There  was  one  man  flight!/ 


wounded  in  the  Charon.  I  brought 
to,  to  refit;  and  the  convoy  of  99 
fail  proceeded  on  with  a  very  f  reili 
and  fair  wind.  The  Licorne  is 
in  company  ;  the  fleady  gallantry 
of  my  officers  and  men  did  them 
honour.  I  beg  in  particular  to 
recommend  my  firlf  lieutenant  Sir 
Thomas  Lewis  to  their  lordfnips 
notice, 

I  am,  &c. 

John  Macbride. 

ExtraSl  of  a  Letter  from  Nathaniel 
Davidfon ,  E/q;  bis  Majefly  Con- 
fid  General  at  Algiers,  to  the 
Earl  of  Hillfborough,  one  of 
Majefiy’’ s  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State  ;  dated  Algiers,  Septem¬ 
ber  8,  1780,  received  Octo¬ 

ber  I  I  o 

'T'HE  conduct  and  fuccefs  of 
Captain  Edward  Moor,  com¬ 
manding  the  Fame  private  fhip  of 
war,  of  Dublin,  on  a  late  occa- 
fion,  will,  I  doubt  r.ot,  be  efleem- 
ed  fufficiently  remarkable  for  my 
troubling  your  lord  (Bib  with  the 
following  particulars : 

He  failed  from.  Mahon  the  20th. 
of  half  month,  and  receiving-  ad- 

O  ^ 

vice  foon  after  of  the  departure  of 
five  French  veflels,  all  letters  of 
marque,  from  Marseilles,  bound 
for  the  Well- Indies,  determined 
to  go  in  quell  of  them.  On  the 
25th  he  deferied  five  fail  near  the 
Spanifh  coaft,  which  correfponded 
with  his  intelligence  ;  but  as  they 
were  at .  a  difcance,  a,nd  the  day 
was  far  fpe'nt,  he  judged  it  pru¬ 
dent  not  to  make  a  fhew  of  purfu- 
ing  them,  that  he  might  have  a 
better  chance  to  fucceed  in  get¬ 
ting  betwixt  them  and  the  land 
at  night,  which  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  effect.  He  found  him- 
[,-rj  2  •  felf 
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felf  at  day-light  next  morning  off 
Cape  de  Gat,  and  about  two  leagues 
from  the  five  fliips,  that  were  to¬ 
gether,  and  formed  in.  a  line  to 
receive  him.  At  half  paft  fix, 
when  he  was  within  gun-fhot,  they 
hoilled  Frenc-h  colours,  and  dif- 
charged  their  broadfides.  Captain 
Moor  bore  down  upon  them,  and 
though  they  continued  their  fire 
without  interruption* >  referved  his 
till  he  was  within  piftol-ffiot  of  the 
larged,  which  ftruck  after  an  en¬ 
gagement  of  three  quarters  of  an 
hour.  Without  Hopping  to  fendl 
any  of  his  people  on  board*  he 
proceeded  to  engage  the  fecond, 
and  took  her,  after  a  Ihort  refin¬ 
ance.  He  left  an  officer  and  fe- 
ven  men  in  this  prize,  with  or¬ 
ders  to  look  after  the  former,  till 
he  returned  from  purfuing  the 
three  remaining  veffels,  which  he 
obferved  were  making  fail  to  get 
away.  He  came  up  with  and  took 
two  of  them  ,  the  other  efcaped* 
The  larged:  flip  is  called  Les 
Deux  Freres,  pierced  for  twenty 
guns,  mounting  fourteen  fix  poun¬ 
ders,  and  fifty-five  men,  (fifteen 
of  whom  got  off  in  a  boat)  ;  the 
fecondy  L’Univers,  (the  captain  of 
which  was  killed)  pierced  for 
eip-hteen  guns,  carries  twelve  four 
pounders,  and  forty-one  men,  lit¬ 
tle  inferior  in  five  to  the  Deux 
Freres;  the  third,  the  Zephyr, 
(formerly  his  majefty*s  floop) 
pierced  for  fourteen  guns,  mount¬ 
ing  ten  three  pounders,. and  thirty- 
two  men  ;  the  fourth,  the  Nancy, 
a  pink  of  two  fix  pounders,  two 
two- pounders,  and  eighteen  men. 
They  all  got  fafe  into  this  bay  on 
the  29th  of  lad:  month,  about  ten 
o’clock  at  night, 

Captain  Moor’s  gallant  beha¬ 
viour  has  been  taken  great  notice 


of  by  the  officers  of  this  regency* 
and  his  humane  and  generous* 
treatment  of  his  prifoners  been  ad¬ 
mired  by  every  body  ;  indeed  fo 
much,  that  Monf.  de  la  Vallee, 
French  Conful  General  here, 
thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to 

o 

write  a  line  to  me  to  exprefs  his 
fenfe  of  it,  in  the  ftrongefl  terms 
of  encomium  and  gratitude. 

The  Fame  mounts  twenty  guns, 
fix  pounders,  on  one  deck,  and 
four  upon  her  quarter  deck,  viz. 
two  four  pounders,  and  two  three1 
pouiiders,  and  m3  men. 

tnwfaw.'i.r.M  !■  ■  ■—  . . .  ..  Mi,  ■  ■  —I- 

Short  Account  of  the  Deflation  made- 
in  federal  of  the  Well:  India 
If  and s  by  the  late  Hurricanes. 

ON  the  3d  of  October  lafi,  a 
moil  dreadful  convulfion  of 
nature,  aimoffi  overwhelmed  the 
little  fea-port  town  of  Savannah- 
la-Mer  on  the  iiland  of  Jamaica, 
with  the  adjacent  country.  About 
one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
gale  began  from  the  S.  R.  and 
continued  increafing  with  accumu¬ 
lated  violence  until  four,  when  it 
veered  to  the  fouth,  and  became 
a  perfect  temped,  which  laded  in 
full  force  till  near  eight ;  it  then 
abated.  The  fea,  during  the  lafb 
period,  exhibited  a  moft  awful 
jfeene  ;  the  waves,  fwelled  to  an 
amazing  height,  rufihe-d  with  an 
impetuoiky  not  to  be  deferibed  on 
the  land,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
determined  the  fate  of  all  the 
houfes  on  the  bay.  Thofe  whofe 
firength,  or  prefence  of  mind* 
enabled  them  to  feck  their  fafety 
in  the  Savannah,  took  refuge  m- 
the  miferable  remains  of  the  habi¬ 
tations  there,  moil  of  which  were 

blown? 
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blown  down,  or  fo  much  damaged 
by  the  ftorm,  as  to  be  hardly  ca¬ 
pable  of  affording  a  comfortable 
lhelter  to  the  wretched  fufferers. — 
In  the  Court-houfe,  40  perfons, 
whites,  and  of  colour,  fought  an 
afylum,  but  miferably  perilhed  by 
the  preffure  of  the  roof  and  fides, 
which  fell  upon  them.  Numbers 
were  faved  in  that  part  of  the 
houfe  of  Mr.  Finlayfon,  that 
luckily  withftood  the  violence  of 
the  tempeft, — himfelf,  and  ano¬ 
ther  gentleman  had  left  it,  when 
the  wind  forced  open  the  door, 
and  carried  away  the  whole  lee 
fide  of  it,  and  fought  their  fafety 
under  the  wall  of  an  old  kitchen, 
but  finding  they  mud  inevitably 
perifh  in  that  fituation,  they  re¬ 
turned  to  the  houfe,  determined 
to  fubmi't  to  their  fate.  About 
ten  the  waters  began  to  abate,  and 
at  that  time  a  fmart  fliock  of  an 
•earthquake  was  felt.  All  the  fmall 
veffels  in  the  bay  were  driven  on 
fhore,  and  dalhed  to  pieces.  The 
fihips  Princefs  Royal,  Capt.  Ruth- 
win  ;  Henry,  Richardfon ;  and 
Auftin-Hall,  Auftin ;  were  forced 
from  their  anchors,  and  carried  fo 
far  into  the  morafs,  that  they  will 
never  be  got  off'.  The  earthquake 
lifted  the  Princefs  Royal  from  her 
beam  ends,  righted  her,  and  fixed 
her  in  a  firm  bed;  this  circum- 
dance  has  been  of  great  ufe  to  the 
furviving  inhabitants,  for  whofe 
accommodation  lhe  now  ferv-es  as 
a  houfe. 

The  morning  ufhered  in  a  fcene 
too  fhocking  for  delcription. — 
Bodies  of  the  dead  and  dying, 
fcattered  about  where  the  town 
flood,  prefented  themlelves  to  the 
agonizing  view  of  thofe  whole 
charity  led  them  in  quell  of  the 
remains  of  their  unhappy  felicw- 


creatures  !  The  number  who  have 
perifhed  is  not  yet  precifely  afcer- 
tained,  but  it  is  imagined  50  whites, 
and  150  perfons  of  colour,  are  loll. 

—  Amongll  them  are  numbered 
Dodlor  Ring,  his  wife,  and  four 
children,  his  partner,  Mr.  Nefbit, 
a  carpenter,  and  24  negroes,  all 
in  one  houfe. — Dr.  Lightfoot,  and 
Mr.  Antrobus,  were  found  dead 
in  the  ftreets.  In  the  whole  pa¬ 
ri  Ih,  it  is  faid,  there  are  not  five 
dwelling-houfes,  and  not  one  fet 
of  works  remaining  ;  the  plantain 
walks  are  all  deftroyed  ;  every  cane 
piece  levelled  ;  feveral  white  peo¬ 
ple,  and  fome  hundreds  of  negroes, 
killed. 

In  the  adjoining  pariih  of  St. 
Elizabeth,  although  the  face  of 
the  country  wore  a  lefs  horrible 
afpeCt  than  at  Weflermoreland, 
much  damage  was  done,  and  feve¬ 
ral  lives  loft. 

Our  accounts  from  Lucea, 
though  not  particular,  are  terri¬ 
ble.  —  The  town,  except  two 
houfes,  thofe  of  Meffrs.  Campbell, 
and  the  adjoining  tenement  of 
Mr.  Lyons,  is  levelled  to  the 
ground  ;  many  lives  loft,  and  in 
the  whole  parifh  of  Hanover  but 
three  houfes  Handing —  not  a  tree, 
bufh,  or  cane  to  be  teen — univer- 
fal  defolation  prevails  !  Of  the 
perfons  loft,  we  can  only  as  yet 
name  Meffrs.  Aaron  and  Solo¬ 
mon  Dias  Fernandes,  two  an- 
tient  gentlemen  of  the  Jevvilh  na¬ 
tion,  one  aged  81,  and  the  other 
8c,  of  refpedlabie  and  venerable 
characters.— Three  young  ladies, 
Miffes  Samuels,  at  Green  Ifland. 

—  The  elegant  houfe  of  John 
Campbell,  Efq;  at  Salt-fpring  ; 
Kendali  and  Campbell-town  ;  and 
that  of  Mr.  Chambers,  at  Batche¬ 
lor’s  hall.  — Capt.  Darling,  Mrs, 

[T 1  3  Darling. 
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Darling,  and  Mr.  Moxham,  were 
dragged  out,  barely'  alive,  from 
the  ruins  of  an  arch  that  fupport- 
ed  a  flight  of  heps,  under  which 
they  had  flickered  them  (elves. — 
Fourteen  or  fifteen  people  of  co¬ 
lour  were  buried  in  a  ftore  that 
fell  in  upon  them. 

At  Montego-bay,  the  temped 
increafed  (accompanied  with  in- 
ceffant  rain)  to  fuch  an  amaz¬ 
ing  degree,  as,  about  dark,  to 
threaten  general  ruin  and  de- 
ilruCtion.  The  darknefs  of  the 
night  added  frefh  Horror  to  the 
general  apprehenfions,  and  a  cir- 
cumftance  which,  on  ordinary  oc- 
caflons,  would  be  conftdered  as 
peculiarly  terrifying — the  immenfe 
and  prodigious  flalhes  of  lightning 
which  regularly  fucceeded  each 
other,  was  an  alleviation  to  the 
general  confternation,  and  the  on¬ 
ly  fecurity  to  the  very  few  whofe 
particular  fltuation  permitted  or 
inclined  them  to  venture  through 
the  ftreets,  and  afford  comfort  and 
relief  to  the  diftreffes  of  their 
neighbours.  From  12  o’clock, 
from  the  befc  of  our  information, 
and  our  own  recollection,  the 
florin  began  to  abate-;  but,  the 
many  inflances  of  defolation  and 
diflrefs  which  even  then  prefented 
themfelves  to  our  view,  and  which 
we  began  to  be  apprized  of  from 
different  quarters  of  the  town,  af¬ 
forded  fuggeftions  to  the  mind, 
which  rendered  the  approach  of  the 
morning  truly  horrible. 

It  is  impoflible  at  prefent  to 
recount  the  particular  Ioffes  of 
every  individual ;  many  houfes  in 
this  town  have  been  deftroyed  ; 
among  the  principal  fufferers  are, 
Mr.  Vincent,  Dr.  M interfiled, 
the  eflate  of  James  Lagg,  Mr. 
Whitaker,  Mr/  ‘Ailhert,  and  the 
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barracks  at  Fort  Frederick.  The 
darknefs  of  the  night  rendered  it 
impoflible  to  attend  to  the  fate  of 
the  (hips  Ladras,  Adventurer,  and 
Lenox,  which  were  in  the  harbour 
When  the  ftorm  commenced ;  the 
riioft  probable  and  favourable  con¬ 
jecture  which  Gould  be  made  upon 
their  being  miffed  in  the  morning, 
was  their  having  put  to  fea  in  the 
night,  and  no  fymptoms  of  wrecks 
having  yet  appeared  to  difcredit 
this  conjecture,  we  are  in  hourly 
and  impatient  expectation  of  fee¬ 
ing  them,  or  hearing  of  their  be¬ 
ing  fafe.  All  the  fmaller  craft  in 
the  harbour,  together  with  the 
fliip  Petersfield,  which  had  been 
preferved  and  repaired  after  the 
fhipwreck  of  1  aft  February,  are  all 
totally. loA;  and  tHe  brigantine  Jane, 
which  had  gone  down  a  few  days 
before  to  Great  River,  as  a  place 
of  apparent  fafety,  has  been  driven 
aftiore,  but  we  are  informed  will 
be  got  off  with  very  little  da¬ 
mage. 

Our  informations  from  the 
country  are  truly  alarming  ;  few 
eftates  in  this  parifh  have  efcaped 
without  fome  damage,  many  lets 
of  works  and  dwelling-houfes  are 
thrown  down,  the  canes  in  gene¬ 
ral  have  fuffered  much,  but  the 
lofs  of  all  the  plantain  works 
without  exception  is  an  aggrava¬ 
tion  of  the  general  calamity  which 
cannot  fail  of  exciting  fentiments 
of  compafflon  and  regret  for  the 
condition  of  our  fellow-creatures, 
who  may  f offer  for  the  lofs  of  the 
moft  effentiai  part  of  their  fup- 
port.  What  we  have  recited  falls 
far  fliort  of  accounts  which  we 
hourly  receive  of  the  damage  done 
in  Hanover  and  Weftmoreland  ; 
at  Lucea-bay  only  two  houfes  re¬ 
main,  and  his  majefty’s  floop 

B  adeem 
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Badger,  lying  in  that  harbour, 
has  loft  all  her  mails  and  run  on 
fhore. 

Another  furious  'Tempeft  not  lejs  vio¬ 
lent  than  the  former  happened  on 
the  10th ,  and  laid  *w  aft  e  f eater  al 
of  the  Leeward  Iflands . 

T  be  following  is  the  Journal  of  what, 
faffed  at  Barbadoes  from  the 
gth  of  October  until  the  16th. 

r  jj  '  II E  evening  preceding  the 
hurricane,  the  9th  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  was  remarkably  calm,  but 
the  Iky  furprilingly  red  and  fiery  ; 
during  the  night  much  rain  fell. 
On  the  morning  of  the  loth* 
much  rain  and  wind  from  N.  W. 
By  ten  o’clock  it  increafed  very 
much  ;  by  one,  the  fhips  in  the 
bay  drove  ;  by  four  o’clock,  the 
Albemarle  frigate  {the  only  man 
of  war  then  here)  parted  her  an¬ 
chors  and  went  to  fea,  as  did 
all  the  other  veffels  in  the  har¬ 
bour.  Soon  after,  by  fix  o’clock, 
the  wind  had  torn  up  and  blown 
down  manv  trees,  and  foreboded 
a  molt  violent  tempeft.  At  the 
•Government  Houfe  every  precau¬ 
tion  was  taken  to  guard  againft 
what  might  happen  ;  the  doors 
and  windows  were  barricadoed  up, 
but  it  availed  little.  By  ten 
o’clock  the  wind  forced  itfelf  a 
palfage  through  the  ho-ufe  from 
the  N.  N.  W.  and  the  tempeft 
increafing  every  minute,  the  fa¬ 
mily  took  to  the  center  of  the 
building,  imagining  from  the  pro¬ 
digious  ftrengtn  of  the  walls,  they 
being  three  feet  fhick,  and  from 
its  circular  form,  it  would  have 
with  (food  the  wind’s  utmoft  rage  : 
however,  by  half  after  eleven 
o’clock,  they  were  obliged  to  re¬ 
treat  to  the  celler,  the  wind  hav¬ 


ing  forced  its  way  into  every  part, 
and  torn  off  moll  of  the  roof. 
From  this  afylum  they  were  foon 
driven  out ;  the  water  being  flop¬ 
ped  in  its  pa  11  age,  having  found 
itfelf  a  courfe  into  the  cellar,  they 
knew  not  where. to  go  ;  the  water 
had  rofe  four  feet,  and  the  ruins 
were  falling  from  all  quarters.  "To 
continue  in  the  cellar  was  impof- 
lible  ;  to  return  to  the  houfe  equal¬ 
ly  fo ;  the  only  chance  Idft  was 
making  for  the  fields,  which  at 
that  time  appeared  equally  dan¬ 
gerous  :  it  was  however  attempt¬ 
ed,  and  the  family  were  fo  fortu¬ 
nate  as  to  get  to  the  ruins  of  the 
foundation  of  the  flag  Half,  which 
foon  after  giving  way,  every  one 
endeavoured  to  find  a  retreat  for 
himfelf ;  the  governor,  and  the 
few  that  remained,  were  thrown, 
down,  and  it  was  with  great  di¬ 
fficulty  they  gained  the  cannon, 
under  the  carriage  of  which  they 
took  ihelter  :  their  fituation  here 
was  highly  deplorable ;  m*any  of 
the  cannon  were  moved,  and  they 
had  reafon  to  fear  that  under 
which  they  fat  might  be  difmount- 
ed,  and  crufh  them  by  its  fall, 
or  that  fome  of  the  ruins  that  were 
flying  about  would  put  an  end  to 
their  exiftence  ;  and  to  render  the 
fcene  ftill  more  dreadful,  they  had 
much  -to  fear  from  the  powder  ma¬ 
gazine,  near  which  they  were ; 
the  armoury  was  level  with  the 
ground,  and  the  arms,  &c.  fcat- 
tered  about.  Anxioufiy  did  they 
wait  the  break  of  day,  flattering 
themfefves,  that  with  the  light 
they  would  fee  a  cenation  of  the 
ftorm  ;  yet  when  it  appeared,  the 
tempeft  was  little  abated,  and 
the  day  ferved  but  to  exhibit  the 
moll  melancholy  profpeft  imagin¬ 
able;  nothingcan  be  compared  with 
[•/']  4.  ills 
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the  terrible  devaluation  that  pre¬ 
fen  ted  itfelf  on  all  fides  ;  not  a 
building  Handing ;  the  trees,  if 
not  torn  up  by  their  roots,  de¬ 
prived  of  their  leaves  and  branches; 
and  the  mod:  luxuriant  fpring 
changed  in  this  one  night  to 
the  dreariefl  winter,  In  vain 
was  it  to  look  round  for  fhelter  ; 
houfes,  that  from  their  fituation 
it  was  imagined  would  have 
been  in  a  degree  protefted,  were 
all  Hat  with  the  earth,  and  the 
miferable  owners,  if  they  were  fo 
fortunate  as  to  efcape  with  their 
lives,  were  left  without  a  cover¬ 
ing  for  themfelves  and  family. 

General  Vaughan  was  early 
obliged  to  evacuate  his  houfe;  in 
efcaping  he  was  very  much  bruif- 
ed  ;  his  fecretary  was  fo  unfortu¬ 
nate  as  to  break  his  thigh.  No-, 
thing  has  ever  happened  that  has 
caufed  fuch  univerfal  defolation. 
No  one  houfe  in  the  ifland  is  ex¬ 
empt  from  damage.  Very  few 
buildings  are  left  Handing  on  the 
efiates.  The  devaluation  amongH 
the  negroes  and  cattle,  particularly 
of  the  horned  kind,  is  very  great, 
which  muH,  more  efpecially  in 
thefe  times,  be  a  caufe  of  great 
diflrefs  to  the  planters.  It  is  as 
yet  impoHible  to  make  any  accu¬ 
rate  calculation  of  the  number  of 
fouls  that  have  perilhed  in  this 
dreadful  calamity  ;  whites  and 
blacks  together,  it  is  imagined 
to  exceed  fome  thoufands,  Many 
were  buried  in  the  ruins  of  the 
lioufes  and  buildings.  Many  fell 
victims  to  the  violence  of  the  Horm 
and  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
and  great  numbers  were  driven  into 
the  fea,  and  there  perilhed.  The 
troops  have  faffered  inconfider- 
ably,  though  both  the  barrack? 
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and  hofpital  were  early  blown 
down.  Alarming  confequences 
were  dreaded  from  the  number  of 
dead  bodies  thatlay  uninterred,  and 
from  the  quantity  of  Hill  the  fea 
threw  up,  which  however  are  hap-, 
pily  fubfided.  What  few  public 
buildi  ngs  there  were,  are  fallen  in 
the  general  wreck  ;  the  fortifica¬ 
tions  have  fuffered  very  confider- 
ably.  The  buildings  were  all  de- 
molifhed ;  for  fo  violent  was  the 
Horm  here,  when  afiiHed  by  the 
fea,  that  a  twelve-pound  gun  was 
carried  from  the  fouth  to  the  north 
battery,  a  diHance  of  140  yards. 
The  lofs  to  this  country  is  im- 
menie,  many  years  will  be  requir¬ 
ed  to  retrieve  it. 

General  Vaughan’s  attention  to 
the  inhabitants  of  Bridgetown  has 
been  very  great.  On  the  12th  of 
October  fuch  orders  were  blued 
to  the  troops,  and  obeyed  with 
fuch  alacrity,  that  every  thing 
was  kept  quiet  in  the  town,  which 
would  otherwiie  have  been  in  great 
danger  of  being  plundered  by  the 
prifoners  of  war,  &c,  who  were  li¬ 
berated  by  the  demolition  of  tho 
prifons,  and  are  now,  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  above  800,  difperfed  over 
the  town  and  country;  they,  how¬ 
ever,  under  this  controul,  behaved 
tolerably  well,  and  have  been  of 
much  fervice  to  the  inhabitants, 
who  have  given  them  employ¬ 
ment. 

Gn  the  13th  of  October  the  go¬ 
vernor  went  to  Bridgetown,  iffaed 
a  proclamation,  and  took  fuch 
Heps  as  appeared  of  utility  to  the 
inhabitants,  The  merchants,  &c, 
formed  an  afibciation,  and  ap¬ 
pointed  committees  for  the  inter¬ 
ment  of  the  dead,  the  care  and 
diitribution  of  th,e  provifions,  &c, 

They 


APPENDIX  to  th 

They  voted  their  thanks  to  Gene¬ 
ral  Vaughan  and  the  troops;  to 
whom  they  propofed,  as  a  reward 
for  the  fervice  they  had  been  of  in 
protecting  their  property,  to  give 
them  a  fix-pence  per  diem ;  to 
which  Mr.  Shirley,  purveyor  to 
the  navy,  promifed  another  fix- 
pence.  A  Hoop  was  on  the  1 6th 
difoatched  to  St.  Lucia  to  Com- 

X 

modore  Hotham,  with  the  melan¬ 
choly  tidings  of  the  dreadful 
calamity  that  has  befallen  the 
ifland,  requeuing  of  him  to  fend 
a  frigate  to  England  with  the 
news. 

The  above  is  the  account  fent 
to  Lieut.  Gen.  Vaughan,  com¬ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  Leeward 
Iftands,  and  by  him  tranfmitted 
to  Lord  G.  Germaine, 

Authentic  Accounts from  other  Ifands 
are  as  foilo~jo  : 

At  Antigua  they  felt  no  bad  ef- 
fefls  from  this  hurricane. 

At  St.  Chriftopher’s  many  vert- 
fels  were  forced  on  fhore. 

At  St.  Lucia  all  the  barracks 
and  huts  for  his  majefty’s  troops, 
and  other  buildings  in  the  ifland, 
were  blown  down,  and  the  (hips 
were  driven  to  fea ;  his  majefty’s 
fhip  the  Amazon,  Captain  Finch, 
moil  miraculoufly  efcaped  foun^- 
dering  ;  fhe  was  on  her  beam-ends 
for  many  hours ;  fhe  lay  down  fo 
far  that  her  windward  guns  were 
in  the  water;  had  many  men  wafh- 
ed  over- board,  others  drowned  on 
her  decks ;  was  obliged  to  cut 
away  all  her  mads  and  bowfprit, 
but  under  jury  -  marts,  fafely 
arrived  at  Englirti  harbour.  The 
Albemarle  blown  out  of  Barba- 
does,  cut  away  her  marts,  and  alfo 
put  into  Englilh  harbour.  The 
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Venus  cut  away  her  foremart,  loft 
her  bowfprit,  and  is  arrived  at 
Ensdifh  harbour. 

At  Dominica  they  have  greatly 
fuffered.  Every  building  in  St. 
Vincent  blown  down,  and  the 
town  deftroyed.  The  Juno,  a  new 
French  frigate  of  40  guns,  drove 
on  Ihore,  and  dafhed  all  to  pieces. 
At  Grenada,  great  devaluation  on 
Ihore  ;  nineteen  fail  of  loaded 
Dutch  fhips  branded  and  beat  to 
pieces. 

At  Martinique,  all  the  Ihips 
were  blown  off  the  iiland  that  were 
bringing  troops  and  provilions. 

On  the  1  2th  four  fhips  founder¬ 
ed  in  Fort  Royal  Bay,  and  every 
foul  perilhed  ;  the  other  fhips  were 
blown  out  of  the  Roads,  and  many 
murt  of  courfe  be  lort. 

In  the  noble  town  of  St.  Pierre 
every  houfe  is  down,  and  more 
than  tooo  people  perilhed ;  at 
Fcrt  Royal  town  the  cathedral,  the 
feven  churches,  and  other  noble 
and  religious  edifices,  the  gover- 
vernor’s  houfe,  the  record-office, 
fenate  houfe,  prifons,  hofpitals, 
barracks,  ftore-houfes  of  govern¬ 
ment  and  merchants,  and  upwards 
of  1400  other  houfes,  were  blown, 
down,  and  an  incredible  number 
of  perfons  loll  their  lives  ;  the  new 
hofpital  of  Notre  Dame,  the  rad 
convenient  and  elegant  in  the 
Wert-Indies,  in  which  were  1600 
rtek  and  wounded  patients,  was 
blown  down,  and  the  greatert  part 
of  them,  with  the  matrons,  nurfes, 
and  attendants,  &c.  buried  in  the 
ruins.  Every  rtore-houfe  in  the 
dock-yard  is  blown  down,  and 
filled  with  ruins  ;  the  fick-houfe 
of  the  fhip-wrights,  &c.  belonging 
to  the  vard,  fhared  the  fate  of  that 
of  Notre  Dame,  and  about  100 
perilhed. 


By 
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By  the  reports  of  the  day,  the 
number  fuppofed  to  have  perilhed 
upon  the  ifland,  including  ne¬ 
groes,  is  computed  at  upwards  of 
9000,  and  the  damage  at  upwards 
of  700,000  louis  d’ors. 

The  accounts  from  St.  Eufta- 
fia,  a  Dutch  fettlement,  are  (if 
poffible)  ftill  more  affedting.  On 
the  10th,  at  eleven  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  iky  on  a  fudden  blacken¬ 
ed  all  around;  it  looked  as  dif- 
mal  as  night,  attended  with  the 
moil  violent  rains,  thunder,  light¬ 
ning,  and  wind,  ever  before  known. 
In  the  afternoon  the  gale  increas¬ 
ed.  Seven  flips  were  driven  on 
fliore  near  North-Point,  and  dafk- 
ed  to  pieces  on  the  rocks ;  they 
were  bound  for  Europe,  and  every 
foul,  officers  and  men,  perifhed. 
Nineteen  other  flips  cut  their  ca¬ 
bles,  and  food  to  fea ;  only  one 
of  which  is  returned,  in  a  raoft 
difmal  condition..  In  the  night 
every  houfe  to  the  northward  and 
fouthward  was  blown  down,  or 
walked  away,  with  the  inhabi-  i 
tants,  into  the  fea ;  fome  few  only 
efcap-ing,  who  crawled  up  the 
mountains,  and  hid  themfelves  in 
large  holes.  The  houfes  to  the 
call  and  weft  w6.re  not  fo  much 
hurt,  till  the  afternoon  of  the 
1  ith,  when  the  wind  on  a  fudden 
ihifted  to  the  eaftward,  and  at 
night  it  blew  with  redoubled  fury, 
and  fwept  away  every  houfe.  The 
principal  edifices  left  fanding  are 
the  new  and  old  fort,  the  States 
barracks  and  hofpital,  with  the 
cathedral,  and  four  other  churches. 
The  deftruction  of  people  on  this 
rnelancholyeventisreputed  (whites 
and  blacks)  to  be  between  4  and 
5000.  The  pecuniary  lofs  can¬ 
not  be  computed. 


Copies  of  Letters  between  Lord  Hillf- 
borough,  and  the  Earl  of  Pem¬ 
broke,  on  the  Difmiffon  of  the 
latter  from  the  Office  of  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  the  County  of 
Wilts. 

St.  James’s,  Feb.  14,  1780. 
My  Lord, 

I  AM  much  concerned  that  it 
falls  to  my  lot  to  obey  the 
king’s  commands,  by  acquainting 
your  lordfiip  that  his  majefty  has 
no  farther  occafion  for  your  fer- 
vice  in  the  offices  of  Lord-lieute¬ 
nant,  and  Cuftos  Rotulorum  of 
the  county  of  Wilts ;  and  your 
lordfiip  will,  I  hope,  believe  me, 
when  I  allure  you  I  Ihould  be 
glad  of  a  more  agreeable  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  expreffing  the  refpecl, 
with  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  be, 

my  lord, 

your  lordfhip’s  rnoft  obedient, 
humble  fervant, 

Hillsborough1. 

To  the  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  &c. 

Privy  Garden ,  Monday  Night , 
Feb.  14,  1780. 

My  Lord, 

HAD  the  honour  to  receive 
your  lordfhip’s  letter  to-day, 
in  which  your  lordfiip  fignifies  his 
majefty’s  commands  to  you  to  let 
me  know  he  had  no  farther  occa¬ 
fion  for  my  fervice  in  the  offices 
of  Lord-lieutenant,  and  Cuftos 
Rotulorum  of  the  county  of  Wilts. 
I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the 
concern  you  are  fo  good  as  to  ex- 
prefs  upon  the  occafion.  Your 
lordfiip  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  ex- 
cufe  me,  if,  confcious  as  I  am  of 
my  never  -  failing  duty,  attach¬ 
ment 
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tticnt  and  affeftion  to  his  majefty, 
J  am  under  the  neceffity  of  im¬ 
puting  this  mark  of  the  king’s 
difpleafure  to  his  miniflers,  on 
account  of  a  vote  I  gave  as  a  free 
man,  upon  a  public  queftion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord, 

your  lordfhip’s  moil:  obedient, 
and  moil:  humble  fervant, 
Pembroke. 

7’o  the  Earl  of  Hilljhorough ,  iff  c , 

- „ 

Proceedings  in  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Piz- 
zoni,  the  Venetian  Ref  dent . 

N  Thurfday  the  3d  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
and  Earl  Mansfield  met  in  Lin- 
coln’s-inn-hall,  to  try  a  caufe, 
as  extraordinary  as  it  was  novel. 
The  court  itfelf  was  the  fird  of 
the  kind  that  ever  fat  in  this 
kingdom;  its  jurifdiftion  was  efta- 
blifhed  by  an  aft  pafied  in  the 
5th  of  Queen  Ann,  which  em¬ 
powers  the  chancellor,  and  the 
two  chief  juftices  of  the  King’s- 
Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  or  any 
two  of  them,  to  take  cognizance 
of  illegal  attacks  on  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  ambaffadors,  and  to  judge 
of  them  in  a  fummary  way.  This 
accounts  for  Lord  Thurlow  and 
Lord  Mansfield  meeting  on  the 
fame  bench.  The  caufe  brought 
before  them  was  on  the  complaint 
of  the  Attorney-general  againfl  a 
Mr.  ReiHy,  an  upholfterer,  for 
fuing  out  a  writ  againft  Mr.  Piz- 
zoni,  the  late  refident  from  the 
republic  of  Venice  ;  Mr.  Capper, 
an  attorney,  for  having  figned  it  ; 
and  one  Cawdron,  a  fherifPs-orri- 
cer,  for  having  executed  it,  at  a 
time  when  Pizzoni  was  entitled  to 


the  privileges  of  an  ambaflador. 
The  Attorney-general,  abided  by 
the  Solicitor-general,  barely  dat¬ 
ed  the  cafe  in  a  mild  manner, 
and  prayed  that  the  court  would, 
for  the  fake  of  example,  inflift  a 
punilhment  on  the  defendants. 

It  was  pleaded  in  favour  of  the 
defendants,  that  Mr.  Pizzoni  hav¬ 
ing  had  his  audience  of  leave,  ami 
his  fuccefior  having  been  intro¬ 
duced  to  their  majebies,  it  was 
very  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
former  was  no  longer  veded  with, 
a  public  charafter,  which  could 
protect  him  from  arreds  ;  and 
that,  as  the  expreffion  in  the  aft 
of  parliament,  which  allows  to 
foreign  miniders  a  reafonable  time 
to  withdraw  from  the  kingdom, 
was  vague  and  indeterminate,  it 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
they  thought  eight  days  a  reafon¬ 
able  time.  The  counfel,  there¬ 
fore,  hoped,  that  if  the  defend¬ 
ants  deferved  any  punilhment  at 
all,  it  ought  to  be  the  lighed  that 
the  court  could  poffibly  inflift. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  did  not 
appear  inclined  to  feverity.  He 
afked  if  the  defendants  had  offer¬ 
ed  to  make  any  fubmiflion.  It 
was  replied,  that  the  attorney 
and  officer  had ;  but  that  Reilly 
could  not,  being,  at  the  time  of 
the  arrefl:,  himfelf  a  clofe  prifon- 
er  in  the  King’s-bench  for  the 
debt  due  to  him  from  Pizzoni. 

The  Attorney  -  general,  after 
having  heard  the  defence,  prayed, 
that,  for  example  fake,  the  court 
would  puniih  the  defendants  ;  but 
did  by  no  means  wifli  to  overturn 
any  thing  that  had  been  faid  by 
way  of  mitigation. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  obferved, 
that  the  qaeftion,  being  a  queflion 

between 
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between  nation  and  nation,  was 
by  no  means  a  lit  fubjeft  for  fpe- 
culation.  The  time  allowed  for 
ambaifadors  to  depart  the  king¬ 
dom  could  not,  and  indeed  ought 
not,  to  be  defined  ;  nor  fhould 
their  privileges  be  invaded,  even 
after  they  have  difcharged  their 
embaffy,  un lefs  it  fhould  appear 
that  they  intended  to  fink  into  the 
Tank  of  common  fubjedts,  by  tak¬ 
ing  up  their  refidence  in  this  coun¬ 
try.  As  to  the  punifhment,  the 
affair,  he  faid,  was  of  a  delicate 
nature,  and  required  fome  time 
for  deliberation  before  judgment 
fhould  be  pronounced.  Of  the 
fame  opinion  was  Lord  Mans¬ 
field. 


Mrevi  ate  of Mr.  Burked  Bill  for  e  the 
better  Regulation  of  his  Majefiy’s 
Civil Ef  ablijhment ,  a?id of  certain 
■public  Offices  ;  for  the  Limit  at  ion  of 
Penfons ,  and  the  Supprefjion  of 
fundry  ufelefs ,  expenfive ,  and  in¬ 
convenient  Places  ;  and for  apply¬ 
ing  the  Monies  faved  thereby  to 
the  public  Serviced 

The  Bill  fets  forth, 

>  g  "'HAT  large  aids  having 
X  been  granted  to  his  rna- 
jefty  in  fupport  of  the  prefen t  war, 
have  caufed  a  condderable  in- 
creafe  of  the  public  debt,  and  fub- 
je&ed  the  people  of  this  realm 
to  many  burthens  and  inconve¬ 
niences. 

That  farther  grants  and  bur¬ 
thens  may  be  dill  neceffary  ;  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  commons  of  the  land 
that  due  care  fhould  be  taken,  by 
a  reduction  of  unneceffary  charges, 
by  introducing  a  better  order  into 
the  management  of  the  expences 


of  his  majefty’s  civil  edablifhment, 
by  rendering  the  public  accounts 
more  eafy,  by  a  farther  fecurity 
for  the  independence  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  by  applying  the  mo¬ 
nies,  which  are  not  now  fo  pro¬ 
perly  hufbanded,  to  the  public 
fervice ;  to  afford  all  pofiible  re¬ 
lief  to  the  people  of  this  realm, 
thereby  adding  ftrength  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  government. 

And  therefore  enafts. 

That  the  office  of  third  fecretary 
of  ftate,  or  fecretary  of  date  for 
the  colonies,  and  the  board  of 
trade  and  plantations,  fhall  be 
abolifhed. 

There  are  claufes. 

Peel  aring  by  whom  the  du¬ 
ties  of  fuch  offices  fhall  be  per¬ 
formed. 

The  bill  further  fets  forth. 

That  the  conditution  of  his  ma¬ 
jefty’s  court  and  houfhold  being  in 
manyparticulars  inconvenient,  and 
having  a  tendency  to  create  ex¬ 
pence. 

Therefore  the  bill  enafts. 

That  the  offices  of  treafurer  of 
the  chamber,  the  treafurer  of  the 
houfhold,  and  the  feveral  other 
offices  of  his  majedy’s  houfhold 
therein  mentioned,  with  their  de¬ 
pendencies,  fhall  be  abolifhed. 

There  are  claufes. 

For  transferring  the  jurifdidiion 
of  the  Green-cloth  to  other  per¬ 
form,  and  for  providing  for  the 
tables  of  his  majedy’s  houfhold  by 
contract — for  abolidiing  the  offices 
of  the  great  wardrobe  ;  removing 
wardrobe  and  other  offices  therein 
mentioned,  with  their  dependen¬ 
cies — for  abolifhing  the  board  of 
works,  and  for  appointing  a  fur- 
veyor  or  comptroller  of  his  ma¬ 
jedy’s  buildings  and  gardens,  and 
for  providing  for  the  expences  at¬ 
tending 
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fending  the  fame  by  contrail — for 
declaring  that  all  falaries  and 
charges  of  his  majefty’s  houfhold 
fhall  be  paid  at  the  Exchequer — 
that  furniture  and  moveables  of 
his  majefty’s  houfhold  fhall  be 
purchaled  by  contrail — for  declar¬ 
ing  that  his  majefty’s  ftables  fhall 
be  fupplied  by  contract — that  the 
offices  of  matter  of  the  buck- 
hounds,  fox-hounds,  and  harriers, 
be  abolifhed,  and  the  duty  per¬ 
formed  by  the  fenior  equerry,  and 
to  be  provided  for  by  contract — for 
making  regulations  in  the  body  of 
yeomen  of  the  guards,  and  band 
of  gentlemen-penfioners — for  abo- 
liffiing  the  office  of  paymatter  of 
the  penfions,  directing  that  all 
penlions  fhall  hereafter  be  paid  at 
the  Exchequer — for  limiting  the 
fum  to  be  appropriated  to  the  pen- 
tton  lift — for  regulating  the  pri¬ 
vate  lifts  of  penfions — to  limit  the 
fum  of  money  to  be  ifiued  for  fe- 
cret  fervice  in  one  year — for  regu¬ 
lating  the  iftuing  of  money  for 
foreign  and  fecret  fervice — for  re- 

O 

gulating  the  method  of  iftuing 
money  for  the  purpofe  of  fpecial 
fervice — for  clafting  the  order  of 
payments  of  his  majefty’s  civil 
efthblifhment,  and  for  applying 
the  balance  of  fuch  accounts. 

The  bill  fets  forth. 

That  there  having  been  great 
delays  in  palling  the  accounts  of 
payrnafter-general  and  treafurer  of 
the  navy; 

The  bill  direfts 

The  method  of  iftuing  the  money 
for  the  ufe  of  thofe  offices  re- 
fpeftively  to  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land. 

There  are  claufes. 

Directing  the  method  and  times 
of  making  up  their  accounts,  and 


for  compelling  the  payment  of  ba¬ 
lances. 

The  bill  alfo  fets  forth. 

In  order  that  no  reformation 
made  by  this  aft  fhould  operate  as 
a  retrofpeftive  penalty,  and  to  put 
an  end  to  fuits  between  the  public 
and  private  perfons : 

Therefore  the  bill  enafts. 

That  commiffioners  may  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  his  majefty,  to  call  be¬ 
fore  them  feveral  accountants, 
againft  whom  balances  are  return¬ 
ed,  in  order  to  examine  and  to 
proceed  in  fuch  manner  as  in  the 
bill  is  mentioned. 

The  bill  further  fets  forth. 

That  feveral  of  the  chief  offices 
in  the  Exchequer  being  held  for 
life,  and  having  been  granted  as 
an  honourable  provifton  for  the 
perfons  or  families  of  thofe  who 
have  ferved  the  ftate,  and  which 
the  law  of  the  land  hath  infured 
to  them,  and  that  it  is  equally  ex¬ 
pedient  that  the  crown  fhould  not 
in  future  be  debarred  from  the 
means  of  making:  an  honourable 

O 

provilion  for  thofe  who  ferved  the 

it  ci  c*0 

The  bill  fets  forth. 

That  the  board  of  ordnance  im¬ 
properly  a  military  concern,  and 
at  prefent  attended  with  great  ex- 
pence  to  the  public. 

Therefore  the  bill  enafts. 

That  the  civil  branch  of  the  faid 
board  fhall  be  fupprefted. 

There  are  claufes, 

Direfting  in  what  manner  the 
faid  office  fhall  be  executed,  both 
for  the  land  and  naval  fervftce  — 
for  appointing  a  commiftion  di¬ 
rected  to  certain  commiftioners, 
who  are  to  regulate  all  things  re¬ 
lative  to  the  faid  ordnance,  and 
to  bring  the  fame  to  a  more  per- 
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feci  conformity  to  military  pur- 
pofes. 

There  are  alfo  claufes 
For  carrying  the  falaries,  fees, 
and  other  fums  of  .  money,  faved 
by  virtue  of  this  ad,  to  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund — to  declare  .that  no  office 
fhall  be  created  in  the  nature,  or 
for  the  purpofes  of  thofe  abolifh- 
ed  by  this  ad —  for  appointing 
commiffioners  to  hear  the  repre- 
fentations  of  perfons  aggrieved  by 
this  ad ;  and  for  giving  perfons 
difplaced  by  this  ad  a  right  to  the 
fucceffion  to  vacant  offices. 

Therefore  the  bill  enacts 
What  fhall  be  the  falary  of  cer¬ 
tain  offices  of  the  Exchequer,  after 
the  lives  of  the  prefent  poffieffors 
and  grantees  in  reverfioii. 

The  bill  fets  forth, 

That  the  conftitution  of  the 
Mint  is  expenfive,  and  that  the 
coinage  ought  to  be  of  none  or  lit¬ 
tle  expence  to  the  nation  ; 

Therefore  the  bill  enacts. 

That  the  office  of  the  Mint  fhall 
be  abolifhed. 

There  are  claufes 
For  paying  falaries  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  officers  of  the  Mint,  who  fhall 
be  removed— that  the  Treafury 
fhall  contrad  with  the  Bank  for 
coinage— that  the  Bank  fhall  un¬ 
dertake  the  remittance  of  all  mo¬ 
ney  for  the  ufe  of  his  majefty’s 
forces  in  foreign  parts,  declaring 
what  perfons  fhall  hereafter  be 
deputy-paymafter  or  army  agents. 


Extrafl  from  the  Edifls  lately  pub-* 
hjhed  by  the  Kina  of  France,  on 
the  Subject  of  national  Oeconcmy , 
quoted  by  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  Speech 
on  the  Necefty  of  Reformation 


in  the  Adtninif  ration  of  the  publi 
Finances. 

OUIS,  &c.  Being  wholly  oc- 
:  j  cupied  in  eiiablifhing  order 
and  ceconomy  in  the  expences  of  our 
houfhold,  in  as  great  a  degree  as 
confifts  with .  the  dignity  of  our 
crown,  we  have  confidered,  that 
it  will  be  conducive  to  this  end  to 
re- unite  to  us  all  the  offices  of 
our  private  houfhold,  part  of 
which  had  been  alienated  by  the 
kings  our  predecefforsj  under  the 
titles  of  cafual  revenues,  and  had 
thereby  become  a  heavy  charge  to 
the  crown  ;  as  we  fhall  therefore 
become  alone  interefled  in  the 
number  and  value  of  thefe  offices, 
we  fhall  be  more  at  liberty  to 
abolifh  fuch  as  appear  to  be  ufe- 
lefs,  to  determine  the  emolument, 
to  confult  only,  in  thefe  arrange¬ 
ments,  our  general  views  of  ad- 
miniftration*  We  fhall  refer  to 
ourfelves  to  examine  in  our  juftiee 
what  difadvantages  may  enfue  to 
our  chief  officers,  and  thofe  of 
the  queen,  our  deareft  wife  and 
companion,  from  the  deprivation 
of  thofe  cafual  revenues,  which 
add  nothing  ill  fplendor  equal  to 
their  immerife  charge.  We  will 
Beiides  preferve  to  them  their  va¬ 
rious  privileges,  and  they  always 
fhall  be,  as  they  at  prefent  are, 
eminently  diflinguifhed  by  the 
rank  and  dignity  of  the  perfons  to 
whom  they  are  entrufled. 

c  For  thefe  caufes,  Seed 
This  Edid  is  compofed  of  three 
articles. 

Extrafi  from  the  King's  EdiSI  for 
the  Supprejfon  of  the  Charge  of 
Comptroller-general  of  the  King’s 
lioujholdf  and  the  Money  Cham - 


r+ 
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ter,  the  Lieutenant  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Furniture  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Crown  ;  the  Office  of 
Compt  roller  -General  of  the  Sta¬ 
bles,  of  Lieutenant  Comptroller- 
General  of  the  Plate ,  Houfehold 
Amufements ,  arid  Affairs  of  the 
King's  Chamber  ;  and  of  the  two 
Offices  of  Comptr oiler-  General  of 
the  Ffueen* s  Houffiold ;  with  the 
Eftablijhment  of  a  General  Office 
for  the  Expcnce  of  the  Houfehold. 
Gi-uen  at  Verfailles,  in  the  Month 
cf  January,  1780. 

LOUIS,  &c.  Having  refle&ed, 
that,  without  effential  alterations 
in  the  direction  of  the  expences  of 
our  houfehold,  we  ffiouid  hardly 
be  able  to  ehablifh  a  permanent 
improvement  in  the  conducting  of 
them,  we  have  begun  by  reduc¬ 
ing  the  great  number  of  coffers 
and  treafuries  to  one  only.  We 
have,  by  our  Edict  of  this  day, 
united  all  the  offices  of  our  houfe¬ 
hold  with  the  cafual  revenues  ; 
and  now,  to  render  the  plan  we 
have  preferibed  to  ourfelves  more 
complete,  we  have  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  fupprefs  the  offices  of 
Comptroller-general  of  our  houfe¬ 
hold,  and  of  the  Money  Cham¬ 
ber  ;  that  of  the  Lieutenant  Comp¬ 
troller-general  of  the  furniture  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown  ;  the  offices 
of  Lieutenants  and  Comptrollers- 
general  of  our  Stables;  thofe  of 
Lieutenants  and  Cornptrollers-ge- 
freral  of  the  plate,  the  houfehold 
amufements,  and  affairs  of  our 
chamber ;  the  two  offices  of  Comp¬ 
trollers  -  general  to  the  queen’s 
houfehold,  our  deareft  wife  and 
companion  ;  and  we  will  that  all 
thefe  offices  fhal  1  be  paid  in  ready 
money  after  their  liquidation,  At 


the  fame  time  we  have  thought 

o 

proper  to  eftabliih  a  general  office 
for  the  expences  of  our  houfehold, 
which  fhall  be  compofed  of  -twa 
Magiftrates  taken  from  our  Cham¬ 
ber  of  Accounts,  and  five  Com- 
miffioners-general  which  fhall  be 
thrown  out  by  this  arrangement, 
and  who,  in  uniting  their  differ¬ 
ent  knowledge,  will  be  very  ca- 

O  '  %  « 

pable  of  conducting,  with  fpirit 
and  uniformity,  the  whole  ex¬ 
pences  of  our  houfehold.  This 
office  is  to  be  immediately  em¬ 
ployed  in  a  full  examination  of 
every  part  of  it,  in  order  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  greateft  perfpicuity,  for 
the  purpofe  of  introducing  all  the 
improvements  of  every  kind,  which 
the  bufinefs  is  capable  of ;  and 
fhall  render  an  exadl  account  of 
their  operations  both  to  the  mini- 
fter  of  our  houfehold,  and  that  of 
finances,  for  the  better  introduc¬ 
ing  in  this  eftablifhment  every  al¬ 
teration  which  fhall  be  found  ufe- 
ful,  and  to  the  execution  of  which 
there  yet  remains  every  obfb.cie 
that  they  may  thus  be  immediate¬ 
ly  known  and  removed,  and  that 
our  general  adminifiration  being 
thus  drawn  into  one  common  of¬ 
fice,  may  receive  all  the  lights  ne- 
ceffary  for  accompiiffiing  the  plan 
we  have  approved.  We  keep  our 
high  and  chief  officers  in  the  ho¬ 
nourable  fituation  of  receiving  our 
orders  immediately  from  us,  tran- 
fmitting  them,  and  watching  that 
they  are  put  into  execution. — But 
they  being  called  out  on  our  fer- 
vice  in  our  provinces  and  armies, 
and  not  having  time  to  fpare  in 
infpefling  the  particulars  of  fi¬ 
nance  and  ceconomy,  which  re¬ 
quire  continual  affiduity  and  watch- 
fulnefs,  we  imagine  they  will  be¬ 
hold. 
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hold,  without  pain,  this  part  of 
our  adminifiration  feparated  from 
their  noble  offices  near  our  per* 
Ion;  and  we  have  too  much  ex¬ 
perienced  their  zeal  and  attach¬ 
ment  not  to  he  convinced  that 
they  will  eagerly  fecond  the  ge¬ 
neral  plan  for  the  effiablifhment  of 
regularity  in  our  finances,  and  to 


prove  more  and  more  to  our  faith* 
ful  fubjedts,  how  much  it  is  our 
denre  to  avoid  having  recourfe  to 
new  taxes,  till  we  have  efiimat* 
ed  all  the  refources  arifing  from 
this  fyftem  of  order  and  cecono- 
my. 

‘  For  thefe  cau fes,  & c.J 

This  Edift  confifis  of  1 6  articles. 


\ 


i 
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The  following  authentic  Extra&s  from  the  Corn-Regifter,  are  taken 
from  Accounts  collected  from  the  Cullom-Houfe  Books,  and  deli¬ 
vered  to  Mr.  John  James  Cathcrwood,  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

An  Account  cf  the  Quantities  of  all  Corn  and  Grain  exported  from ,  and  im¬ 
ported  info,  England  and  Scotland,  with  the  Bounties  and  Drawbacks 
paid ,  and  the  Duties  received  thereon ,  for  one  Dear  ended  the  5  th  of  Ja- 


Bounties  and 
Drawbacks  paid. 

£.  s.  d. 

7°>4S3  *3  5iBo' 


nuary,  1781. 

TED. 

E  X  P  O  R 

• 

O 

00 

i> 

hH 

B  ritifh 

Foreign 

ENGLAND. 

Quarters. 

Quarters. 

/ 

Wheat  ----- 

63 ,240 

7,067'] 

Wheat  Flour  -  -  - 

j36>939 

932 

Rye  ------ 

6,305 

Nil 

Barley  ----- 

32,936 

2,407 

Malt  ------ 

135,077 

Nil  > 

Oats  ------ 

8,904 

8,726 

Oatmeal  ----- 

9 1 6 

449 

Beans  ----- 

12,5^4 

2>357 

Peafe  ------ 

3>5*7 

3»i3i  J 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  ----- 

773 

Wheat  Flour  .  -  - 

15,101 

Barley  and  Bear  -  - 

18,706 

Malt  ------ 

y 

Oats  ------ 

3>33° 

Oatmeal  ----- 

4,696 

Peafe  and  Beans  -  - 

1,380 
cwt,  qr.  lb. 

Bifcuit  ----- 

12,613:1:23^ 

17S0. 

ENGLAND. 

Wheat  -  -  -  - 

Wheat  Flour 
Barley  - 

Gats  -  -  -  - 

Oatmeal  - 
Beans  -  -  -  - 

Peafe  -  - 

SCOTLAND. 

Wheat  Flour  - 

Oats  -  - 

Blfcuit  -  -  -  - 

Vol.  XXIIL 


M  P  O  R 
Quarters. 


1,662 

03/8 

3S2 

189,964 

612 

7,406 

l7>7'9 


1 


873 

4,667 

cwt,  qr.  lb.  I 
284  —  17  j 


TED. 

Duties 
received. 


£• 


s . 


d. 


1,067  0  11 


29  17  1  Dr. 


7,232  3  6|Bo. 


60  11  of 


[C] 


The 
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The  following  is  an  account  of  the  average  prices  of  corn  in  England 
and  Wales,  by  the  ftandard  Winchefter  bulhel,  for  the  year  1780. 


1  Wheat 

Rye 

Barley 

Oats 

Beans 

d. 

s «  » 

r.  d. 

s  •  d '# 

s.  d. 

4 

5f 

2  n  — 

?  if 

1  7i 

2  91 

N.  B.  The  prices  of  the  fined  and  coarfeft  forts  of  grain  generally 
exceed  and  reduce  the  average  price  as  follows,  viz. 

Wheat  Rye  Barley  Oats  Beans. 

Per  bufhel,  6d.  3d.  3d.  3d.  6d» 


» 


( 


PRICE 
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SUPPLIES  granted  by  Parliament, 

the  Year  1 780. 


NAVY. 


December  2,  1779. 


1,  ^“IT'^HAT  85,000  men  be  employed  for  the  fea 
1  fervice,  for  the  year  1780,  including 

18,779  marines* 

2.  That  a  ium,  not  exceeding  4I.  per  month  per 
man,  be  allowed  for  maintaining  the  faid  85,000  men, 
for  13  months,  including  ordinance  for  fea  fervice  4,420,000  0  Q 

February  24,  1780. 

1 .  For  the  ordinary  of  the  navy,  including  half  pay 

to  the  fea  and  marine  officers,  for  the  year  1780  -  85,381  7  6. 

2.  Towards  building,  rebuilding,  and  repairs  of 
fhips  of  war  in  his  Majefty’s  yards,  and  other  extra¬ 
works,  over  and  above  what  are  propofed  to  be  done 
Upon  the  heads  of  wear  and  tear  in  ordinary,  for  the 

year  1780  * — —  - — -  - -  697,903  o  © 

May  18. 

Towards  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  debt  of 
the  navy  — - 1,500,000  o  o 


7,003,284  7  6. 

A  R  M  Y.  r— — --T— 

December  9, 

1.  That  a  number  of  land  forces,  including  4,213 

invalids,  amounting  to  35,005  efteffiive  men,  com- 
miffioned  and  non-commiffioned  officers  included,  be 
employed  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1780  — — - 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  35,005  effective 
men  for  guards,  garrifons,  and  other  his  Majefty’s 
forces  in  Great-Britain,  Jerfey,  and  Qqernfey,  for 

the  year  1780  — ~ — -  — - —  946,176  3  5 

3.  Fcr  the  pay  of  the  general  and  general  flaff  offi¬ 
cers  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  year  1780  — — —  44,875  8  3 

4.  For  maintaining  his  Majefty’s  forces  and  garri¬ 
fons  in  the  plantations  and  Africa,  including  thofe  in 


garrifon 
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1,418,059  1  2 


367,892  19  4 


garrifon  in  Minorca  and  Gibraltar;  and  for  provifions 
for  the  forces  in  North  America,  Nova  Scotia,  New¬ 
foundland,  Gibraltar,  the  Ceded  Iflands,  and  Africa, 
for  the  year  1780  -  — 

5.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  live  Hanoverian  re¬ 
giments  of  foot  at  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  and  for 
provifions  for  the  three  battalions  of  the  laid  troops 

at  Gibraltar,  for  the  year  1780  - - -  56,228 

6.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  13,472  men  of  the 

troops  of  the  Landgrave  of  Ilelfe  Cafl'el,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  together  with  the  Jubfidy,  purfuant 
to  treaty,  for  the  year  1780  - - 

7.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  two  regiments  of 

Hanau,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Eritam,  together  with 
the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Heffe  Cafl’el ,  for  the  year  1780  — « — • 

8.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  regiment  of  foot 

of  Waldeck,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reigning 
Prince  of  Waldeck,  for  the  year  1780  - - 

9.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  4300  men,  the 

troops  of  the  reigning  Duke  of  Brunfwick,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy,  for  the' 
year  1780  * -  - — 

10.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  1447  men,  the 
troops  of  the  Margrave  of  Brandeburgh  Anfpach,  in 
the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together  with  the  fubfidy, 

for  the  year  1780  - -  —  39,718 

11.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  a  corps  of  foot  of 
Anhalt  Zerbft,  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  together 
with  the  fubfidy,  purfuant  to  treaty  with  the  reign¬ 
ing  Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft,  for  the  year  1780 

12.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  provifions  for  the 

foreign  troops  ferving  in  North  America,  in  the  pay 
of  Great-Britain,  for  the  year  1780  - — 

13.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  artillery  for  the  fo¬ 

reign  troops  in  the  pay  of  Great-Britain,  purfuant  to 
treaties,  for  the  year  1780  - - *  -  27,741 

14.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  embodied  mi¬ 
litia  of  the  feveral  counties  of  South  Britain,  and  of 
four  regiments  of  fencible  men  in  North  Britain,  for 

the  year  1780  -  - -  653,926 

1 5 .  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  cloathing  for  the 

embodied  militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  1780  -  96,183 

16.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  additional  compa¬ 

nies  and  additional?  to  the  embodied  militia  in  South 
Britain,  for  the  year  1778  —  - —  2, 943 

m  3 


11  11 


35, S10  19  9 
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17.  For 
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*  « 

17.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  the  new  levies  or¬ 
dered  to  be  railed,  for  the  year  1780  — - - 

April  1 1 . 

1.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  fcfeflt.  Colonel 

Fullarton’s  corps,  from  the  24th  day  of  February, 
*780,  to  the  24th  day  of  December  following,  both 
inclufive,  being  305  days  —  - 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  one  additional 

troop,  with  a  lieutenant-colonel,  to  Lieut,  Colonel 
Holroyd’s  corps  of  light  dragoons,  from  the  23th  day 
of  December,  1779,  to  the  24th  day  of  December, 
1780,  both  inclufive,  being  366  days  — — — — 

3.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  Major  General 

Rainsford’s  regiment  of  foot,  from  the  24th  day  of 
February,  1780,  to  the  24th  day  of  December  fol¬ 
lowing,  both  inclufive,  being  305  days  — 

4.  For  defraying  the  charge  of  Lieut.  Colonel 

Humberflone’s  corps,  from  the  24th  day  of  February, 
1780,  to  the  24th  day  of  December  following,  both 
inclufive,  being  365  days  —  — 

5.  Towards  defraying  the  charge  of  the  out  pen- 
fioners  of  Chelfea-Hofpital,  for  the  year  1780 

May  18. 

1.  For  defraying  the  charges  of  additional  com¬ 
panies  and  additionals  to  the  embodied  militia  in 
South  Britain,  including  cloathing,  for  the  year  1780 

2.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  on  the  pay  of 

additional  companies  and  additional  to  the  embodied 
militia  in  South  Britain,  for  the  year  177 9  * — 

.3.  For  defraying  the  charge  cf  the  new  levies, 
from  the  commencement  of  their  refpective  eftab- 
iifhmerus  to  the  24th  day  of  December,  1 779  — ~ 

May  22. 

1.  On  account  of  the  reduced  officers  cf  his  Ma- 
jefi y’s  land  forces  and  marines,  for  the  year  1780 

2.  For  defraying  the  charge  for  allowances  to  fe- 
veral  private  gentlemen  of  the  two  troops  of  horfe 
guards  reduced,  and  to  the  fuperannuated  gentle¬ 
men  of  the  four  troops  of  horfe  guards,  for  the  year 

May  23. 

Towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of 
his  Majefty’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred, 
between  the  31  if.  jafi.  1779*  ail'd  the  ill  Feb.-  1780, 
,-iiid  not  provided  for  by  pari  lament  - — •  2 

6, 


i  y'So. 

258,206  18  o 

8,623  17  6 

3,17912  6 

12,929  9  2 

8,623  l7  6 
87,718  O  G 

11,712  9  6 

468  15  8 

30,296  16  8 

82,903  2  Q 

608  6  6 

418,805  18  itf- 

. . —  ■■n.  ■» 

797,506  18  9' 
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ORDNANCE. 

December  15,  1778. 

1.  For  the  charge  of  the  office  of  Ordnance  for 

O 

the  land  fervice,  for  the  year  1780  - - 

2.  For  defraying  the  expence  of  fervices  performed 

by  the  office  of  Ordnance  for  land  fervice,  and  not 
provided  for  by  parliament  in  the,  year  1779  — 


458,136  9  11 


591,466  o  ir 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 
December  20,  1779. 


1,049,602  10  10 


To  be  paid  to  William  Smith,  Doctor  of  Phylic, 
in  recompence  for  his  conftant  and  humane  attendance 
upon  the  lick  and  deceafed  prifoners  in  the  feveral 
gaols  in  the  county  of  Middlefex,  city  of  Weftminfter, 
and  borough  of  Southwark,  for  near  four  years  laid 
part,  and  for  repaying  the  faid  William  Smith  the 
feveral  fums  of  money  by  him  expended  in  purchafing 
proper  medicines  for  fuch  lick  and  difeafed  prifoners 

December  21. 

To  be  advanced  to  the  governor  and  company 
of  the  merchants  of  England*  trading  into  the  Le¬ 
vant  fea,  to  be  applied  in  affihing  the  faid  company 
in  carrying  on  their  trade  - - 

For  the  expences  of  the  new  roads  of  commu¬ 
nication,  and  building  bridges,  in  the  Highlands  of 
North-Britain,  in  the  year  1 780  — — 

March  7,  1780. 

Towards  enabling  the  Truilees  of  the  Britifh 
Mufeum  to  carry  on  the  execution  of  the  trulls  repofed 
in  them  by  Parliament  —  — 

May  18. 

1 .  To  make  good  the  like  fum  IfTued  by  his  Ma- 

ieftv’s  orders  in  purfuance  of  the  addreffies  of  the 
Houfe  - - -  — — 

2.  To  replace  the  fum  ilTued  by  his  Maje fly’s  or¬ 

ders  to  Mr.  Duncan  Campbell,  for  the  expence  of 
confining,  maintaining,  and  employing  convi&s  on 
the  River  Thames  — — 

May  30. 

I.  To  make  good  the  fum  ifiued  by  his  Majefty’s 
orders,  to  be  applied  for  the  relief  and  benefit  of 
fundry  American  civil  officers,  and  others  who  have 
Inhered  on  account  of  their  attachment  to  his  Ma- 

jefty’s  government -  - 

June  i. 

I.  For  defraying  exper.ces  attending  general  fur- 
veys  of  his  dominions  in  North  America, 

for  the  year  1780  —  — 

m  4 


6,997  4 


3>5°? 


2,832 


5 

2. 


>»  xmL/af? 


1,20 o  O 


10,000  o  o 


3 


15,700  o  o 


H>34^  2  9 


57,910  12  o 


o 

For 
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2.  For  defraying  the  charges  of  the  following  civil 
eflablifhments  in  America,  and  other  incidental  ex- 
pences  attending  the  fame,  for  the  year  1780  : 

1.  His  Majefty’s  iflana  of  St.  John’s  3150!. 

2.  .His  Majefty’s  colony  of  Georgia  2966!. 

3.  His  Majefty’s  colony  of  Nova  Scotia  4796I. 

4.  K  is  Majefty’s  colony  of  Eaft  Florida  3950I. 

5.  His  Majefty’s  colony  of  Wed  Florida  3900I. 

— - -  18,662  o  o 

3.  For  repairing,  maintaining,  and  fupporting  the 
B ritifh  forts  and  fettlements  on  the  co aft  of  Africa, 

for  the  year  1780  — -  —  13,000  o  o 

4.  Towards  carrying  on  the  buildings  at  Somerfet 

' tdoufe,  for  1780  - —  - - —  25,000  o  o 


168,149  19  9 

LOANS  DISCHARGED.  - - - 

April  4,  1780. 

1.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 
bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  ad,  palled  in  the  laft 
feftion  of  parliament,  intitled,  “  An  ad  for  ena¬ 
bling  his  Majefty  to  raife  the  fum  of  one  million,  for 
the  ufes  and  purpofes  therein  mentioned,”  and 
charged  on  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feffion 

of  parliament  — -  * — -■ —  1,000,000  o  # 

2.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 

bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  ad,  paffed  in  the  laft 
feffion  of  parliament,  intitled,  <c  An  ad  for  raifing 
a  certain  fum  of  money  by  loans  or  Exchequer 
bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1779,”  and  charged 
on  the  firft  aids  to  be  granted  in  this  feffion  of  par¬ 
liament  ^  - — - —  - - -1,500,000  o  * 

3.  For  paying  off  and  difcharging  the  Exchequer 

bills  made  out  by  virtue  of  an  ad,  palled  in  the 
laft  feffion  of  parliament,  intitled,  “  An  ad  for 
railing  a  farther  fum  of  money,  by  loans  or  Exche¬ 
quer  bills,  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  17 79”  —  1,900,000  o  a 

4.  For  difcharging  and  paying  off  the  prizes  of 

the  lottery  of  the  year  1779  — — —  490,000  o  o 


DEFICIENCIES. 


4,890,000 


May  23. 

1  •  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  out  ol-  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1779,  of  the  fund  eftablilhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  ad  made  in  the 
3 nil  year  of  his  late  Majefty,  toward  the'  fupply 
granted  for  the  year  1758 


o  o 


sfe 


37,372  18  9| 

2.  To 
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2.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 
paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1779,  of  the  fund  eftablifhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  his  prefen t  Majefty,  towards  the  fupply 

granted  for  the  year  1778  —  —  332,856  4  5J 

3.  To  replace  to  the  finking  fund,  the  like  fum 

paid  out  of  the  fame,  to  make  good  the  deficiency 
on  the  5th  July,  1779,  of  the  fund  eftablifhed  for 
paying  annuities,  granted  by  an  aft  made  in  the 
1 8th  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty,  towards  the  fupply 

granted  for  the  year  1778  - - •  167,036  14  1 T- 

4.  To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grants  for 

the  fervice  of  the  year  1779  - -  300,687  o  7 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  land  tax  -  250,000  o  o 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  malt  tax  -  200,000  o  o 


1,287,952  17  nf 

Total  of  fupplies  —  21,196,496  .12  91- 

Ways  and  Means  for  raifng  the  above  Supplies,  granted  to  his  Majefy, 

for  the  Service  of  the  Tear  1780. 

December  4,  1779. 

1.  That  the  fum  of  four  {hillings  in  the  pound, 
and  no  more,  be  raifed  within  the  fpace  of  one  year, 
from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  upon  lands,  tenements, 
hereditaments,  penfions,  offices,  and  perfonal  eftates, 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  England,  Wales, 
and  the  town  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  :  and  that  a 
proportionable  cefs,  according  to  the  ninth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  union,  be  laid  upon  that  part  of  Great 

Britain  called  Scotland  —  — — - —  2,000,000  o  o 

2.  That  the  duties  upon  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry,  which,  by  an  aft  of  parliament  of  the  nine¬ 
teenth  year  of  his  prefent  Majefty’s  reign,  have  con¬ 
tinuance  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June,  one  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  be  further  continued, 
and  charged  upon  all  malt  which  fhall  be  made, 
and  all  mum  which  fhall  be  made  or  imported,  and 
all  cyder  and  perry  which  fhall  be  made  for  fale, 
within  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  from  the 
twenty-third  day  of  June,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty,  to  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June, 

one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one  --  705,000  o  o 

March  7,  1780. 

That  tovvards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
Majefty,  the  fum  of  twelve  millions  be  raifed  by  an¬ 
nuities. 
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n unities,  and  the  further  fum  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery,  in  manner  fol¬ 
lowing  ;  that  is  to  fay. 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum 
of  twelve  millions  fhall,  for  every  one  hundred  pounds 
contributed  and  paid,  be  entitled  to  an  annuity  of 
four  pounds,  to  continue  for  a  certain  term  of  feven 
years  and  one  quarter,  to  commence  from  the  fifth 
day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty,  fubjedt  to  redemption  by  parliament  after  the 
expiration  of  the  faid  term,  and  not  fooner  *  and 
alfo  be  entitled,  in  refpedl  of  every  fuch  one  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  fo  contributed,  to  a  further  annuity  of" 
one  pound  fix  teen  (hillings  and  three-pence,  to  con¬ 
tinue  for  a  certain  term  of  eighty  years,  from  the 
faid  fifth  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty,  and  then  to  ceafe  :  the  faid  annuity 
of  four  pounds  to  be  paid  at  the  Bank  of  England* 
for  one  quarter  of  a  year  from  the  faid  fifth  day  of 
January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  to 
the  fifth  day  of  April  following,  and  from  that  time 
if  ad  be  added  to,  and  made,  one  joint  dock,  with 
certain  annuities,  after  the  rate  of  four  pounds  per 
centum  per  annum,  which  were  eftablifhcd  by  an  aft  of 
the  feven teenth  year  of  the  reign  of  his  prefen t  Ma- 
jefly,  and  from  thenceforth  fhall  be  paid  find  payable 
at  the  Bank  of  England,  on  the  tenth  day  of  Octo¬ 
ber,  and  the  fifth  day  of  April,  in  every  year  :  and 
the  faid  annuity  of  one  pound  ilxteen  (hillings  and 
three- pence  per  centum,  to  be  payable  in  refpedl  of 
every  one  hundred  pounds  to  be  contributed  as  afore- 
faid,  fhall  be  added  to,  and  made  one  joint  dock 
With,  certain  annuities  payable  at  the  Bank  of  Eng¬ 
land,  which  were  granted  for  ninety- nine  and  ninety - 
eight  years,  and  were  con  fo!  (dated  and  made  one- 
joint  flock  by  an  adl  of  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of 
h«s  faid  prefen:  Majefly,  and  fhall  be  paid  and  pay¬ 
able  half  yearly  at  the  Bank  of  England,  on  the  fifth 
day  of  July,  and  the  fifth  day  of  January,  in  every 
year  : 

That  the  faid  annuities,  fo  to  be  payable  on  the 
faid  twelve  millions,  fhall  be  charged*  and  chargeable 
upon,  and  payable  out  of,  a  fund  to  be  efiablifhed  in 
this  leflion  of  parliament  for  payment  thereof,  and 
for  which  the  finklhe  fund  fhall  be  a  collateral  [ecu- 

:  .  < 

That  every  contributor  towards  raifing  the  faid 

fum  of  twelve  millions  fhall,  for  every  one  thoufand 


pounds 
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pounds  contributed,  be  entitled  to  four  tickets,  in  a 
lottery  to  confiit  of  forty-eight  thoufand  tickets, 
amounting  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand 
pounds,  upon  payment  of  the  further  fum  of  ten 
pounds  for  each  ticket,  the  faid  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thoufand  pounds  to  be  diliributed  into  prizes, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  proprietors  cf  the  fortunate 
tickets  in  the  faid  lottery,  which  fhall  be  paid  in 
money  at  the  Bank  of  England  to  fuch  proprietors, 
upon  demand,  as  loon  after  the  iirft  day  of  March, 
one  thoufand  leven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  as  cer¬ 
tificates  can  be  prepared,  without  any  deduction 
whatfoever : 

That  every  contributor  fliall,  on  cr  before  the 
eleventh  dav  of  this  iriftaht  March,  make  a  depofit  of 
fifteen  pounds  per  centum  on  fuch  fum  as  he  or  die 
(hall  chufe  to  fubferibe  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum 
of  twelve  millions,  with  the  chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers 
of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Bank  of  England  ; 
and  alfo,  a  depolit  cf  fifteen  pounds  per  centum  with 
the  faid  cafnier  or  cafniers,  in  part  of  the  monies  to 
be  contributed  towards  raifing  the  faid  fum  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery, 
as  a  fecurity  for  making  the  future  payments  re- 
fpe&ively,  on  or  before  the  days  or  times  hereinafter 
limited  ;  that  is  to  fay. 

On  £.12,000,000  to  be  raifed  by  annuities, 

£.10  per  centum,  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  April  next- 
£.  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  26th  day  of  May  next. 

£  10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  23d  day  of  June  next. 

£.10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  July  next. 

£.  1  5  per  centum  on  or  before  the  29th  day  of  Auguh  next. 

£.to  per  centum  on  or  before  the  26th  day  of  September  next. 

£.10  per  centum  on  or  before  the  24th  day  of  October  next. 

£.10  per  centum  on  of  before  the  24th  day  of  November  next. 

On  the  lottery  for  £480,000. 

£.10  per  centum  oh  or  before  the  12th  day  of  May  next. 

£.25  per  centum  on  or  before  the  14th  day  of  July  next. 

£.20  per  centum  on  or  before  the  12th  day  of  September  next* 

£.20  per  centum  on  or  before  the  10th  day  of  Odtober  n£xt. 

That  all  the  monies  fo  to  be  received  by  the  faid 
chief  cafhier  or  cafhiers  of  the  governor  and  com¬ 
pany  of  the  Bank  of  England  fliall  be  paid  into  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  applied  from  time  to 
time  to  fuch  fervices  as  fhall  then  have  been  voted  by 
this  Houfe  in  this  feflion  of  parliament : 

That  every  contributor  who  (hall  pay  in  the  whole 
of  his  or  her  contribution  money  towards  the  fum  of 

twelve 


* 
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twelve  millions*  to  be  contributed  foi  annuities  as 
aforefaid,  at  any  time  before  the  twenty-third  day 
of  October  next,  or  on  account  of  his  or  her  fhare  in 
the  faid  lottery,  on  or  before  the  eleventh  day  cf 
September  next,  fhali  be  allowed  an  interefl  by  way 
of  difcount,  after  the  rate  of  three  pounds  per  Cen¬ 
tum  per  Annum ,  on  the  fum  lo  Compleating  his  or 
her  contribution  refpedively,  to  be  computed  from 
the  day  of  compleating  the  fame  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  November  next,  in  regard  to  the  fum 
£0  be  paid  for  the  faid  annuities,  and  to  the  tenth 
day  of  O&ober  next,  in  refpecd  of  the  fum  to  be 
paid  on  account  of  the  faid  lottery ;  and  that  all 
fuch  perfons  as  fhali  make  their  full  payments  on 
the  faid  lottery  fhali  have  their  tickets  delivered  as 
foon  as  they  can  conveniently  be  made  out.  —  12,480,000  o 

"April  13. 

1.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majefly,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of 
fix  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
fifty- feven  pounds,  eighteen  fhillings,  and  one  far¬ 
thing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  5  th  day  of  April,  1780,  for  the  difpofition  g f 
parliament,  of  the  monies  which  had  then  arifen  of 
the  furplufles,  exceffes,,  or  overplus  monies,  and 
other  revenues,  compofing  the  fund  commonly  call¬ 
ed  the  finking  fund  - ? - -  — 

2.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majefly,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of -25,560 
pounds  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer 
on  the  5 th  day  of  April,  of  the  deduction  of  fix- 
pence  in  the  pound  out  of  all  monies  paid  upon  all 
falaries,  penfions  and  annuities  and  other  payments 
from  the  crown  — — — — . — — . 

3.  That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefly,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  three  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  fixty-one  pounds  thirteen  fhil¬ 
lings  and  four-pence  half-peny,  remaining  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  fifth  day  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  fubjeft  to 
the  difpofition  of  parliament,  exclufive  ofthefurplus 
monies  then  remaining  of  the  finking  fund 

May  18. 

That,  towards  raifing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefly,  the  fum  of  one  million  five  hundred  thou¬ 
fand  pounds  be  raifed  by  loans  or  Exchequer  bills, 
to  be  charged  upon  the  firfl  aids  to  be  granted  in  the 
next  feffion  of  parliament ;  fuch  Exchequer  billsa  if 


650,457  i3 


25,560  o 


3  >761  13 


o 


0 


not 
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rot  difcharged,  with  intereft  thereupon,  on  or  before 
the  5th  day  of  April,  1781,  to  be  exchanged  and 
received  in  payment,  in  fuch  manner  as  Exchequer 
bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  received  in 

payment  — -  - - -  1,500,000  o  o 

June  1 . 

1.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty,  there  be  iffued  and  applied  the  fum  of  one 
million  eight  hundred  forty-nine  thoufand  five  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-two  pounds,  one  (hilling,  and  ele¬ 
ven  pence  three  farthings,  out  of  fuch  monies  as 
have  arifen,  or  (hall  or  may  arife.  of  the  furplufles, 
exceftes,  or  overplus  monies,  and  other  revenues 
compofing  the  fund  commonly  called  the  finking 

fund  ^  ^  . - ^  - -  1,849,542  1  iif 

2.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 

his  majefty,  the  further  fum  of  one  million  nine 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  be  raifed,  by  loans  or  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills,  to  be  charged  upon  the  firft  aids  to  be 
granted  in  the  next  feflion  of  parliament;  and  fuch 
Exchequer  bills,  if  not  difcharged  with  intereft  there¬ 
upon  on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  to  be  exchang¬ 
ed  and  received  in  payment  in  fuch  manner  as  Ex¬ 
chequer  bills  have  ufually  been  exchanged  and  re¬ 
ceived  inpayment  * - *  - -  1,900,000  o  o 

3.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  fourteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  five  pounds,  eighteen  (hillings, 
and  fix-pence,  being  the  amount  of  feveral  fums 
arifing  from  ftoppages  for  provifions  for  the  detach¬ 
ment  of  artillery  ferving  in  North  America,  be  ap¬ 
plied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his 
majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences 
of  his  majefty’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  in¬ 
curred  between  the  thirty-firft  day  of  January,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the 
firft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred 

and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  14,405  18  6 

4.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  twenty  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  feventeen  pounds,  feven  (hillings, 
and  four-pence,  out  of  the  monies  or  favings  re¬ 
maining  of  the  grant  in  this  feflion  of  parliament, 
for  the  charge  of  the  new  levies  ordered  to  be  raifed 
for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty, 
be  applied  towards  making  good  the  fupply  granted 
to  his  majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  majeiiy’s  land  forces,  and  other  ier- 
vices,  incurred  between  the  thirty-firft;  day  of  Ja¬ 


nuary, 
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nuary,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine,  and  the  firft  day  of"  February,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament  - — - — — — ~~ 

5.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and 

thirteen  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
pounds,  feven  fiddlings,  and  four- pence,  arifing 
from  the  favings  of  the  fums  voted  by  parliament  for 
the  penfions  of  Widows  of  officers  of  the  army,  in 
the  years  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
five,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-dx, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-feven, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  and 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  be 
applied  towards  making  goad  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty  towards  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expences  of  his  majefty?s  land  forces,  and  other 
fervices  incurred,  between  the  thirty- firft  day  of 
January,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine,  and  the  firft  day  of  February,  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and  not  provided  for  by 
parliament  - — — — ■  - 

6.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  out  of  the  favings  (occafioned  by  death 
and  promotions)  of  the  half  pay  of  reduced  officers 
cf  the  army,  from  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  June,  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  fixty- feven,  to  the 
twenty-fourth  day  of  December,  one  thoufand  fe¬ 
ven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  be  applied  towards 
making  good  the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty  to¬ 
wards  defraying  the  extraordinary  expences  of  his 
majefty’s  land  forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred 
between  the  tbirty-firft  day  of  January,  one  thou¬ 
fand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the  firft 
day  of  February,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
eighty,  and  not  provided  Tor  by  parliament 

7.  That  a  fum,  not  exceeding  forty-eight  thou¬ 
fand  three  hundred  pounds,  being  the  amount  of  the 
jams  ordered  to  be  referved  in  the  hands  of  the 
Paymafter-general  of  his  majefty  Js  forces,  out  of 
the  monies  voted  for  the  fubfiftence  of  an  augmenta¬ 
tion  to  fundry  regiments  of  foot  in  the  year  one 
thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine,  purfuant 
to  bis  majefty’s  warrant  of  the  twentieth  of  April, 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  authorising 
fuch  deductions,  be  applied  towards  ^making  good 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefty  towards  defraying 
the  extraordinary  expences  of  his  majefty ’s  land 


1780. 
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forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred  between  the 
thirty-firft  day  of  January,  one  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  feventy-nine,  and  the  firft  day  of  Fe¬ 
bruary,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty, 
and  not  provided  for  by  parliament  —  48,300  o  o 

8.  That,  towards  raifmg  the  fupply  granted  to 
his  majefty,  there  be  applied  fhe  fum  of  ten  thou¬ 
fand  five  hundred  and  fix  pounds,  five  (hillings, 
and  two  pence  farthing,  remaining  in  the  receipt  of 
the  Exchequer  of  the  furn  granted  out  of  the  fup- 
plies  for  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
fifty,  towards  making  good  the  deficiency  of  the 
grants  for  the  year  one  thoufand  leven  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  being  part  of  the  fum  provided  for 
paying  the  arrears  of  the  marine  regiments  that  were 
difbanded  in  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  and  forty- 

eight  - -  _  - -  - 10,506  5  zj 

9.  That,  towards  railing  the  fupply  granted  to 
bis  majefty,  there  be  applied  the  fum  of  five  thou¬ 
fand  pounds  remaining  in  the  receipt  of  the  exche¬ 
quer,  which,  by  an  att  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign 
of  his  prefent  majefiy,  was  granted  for  building  a 

Lazaret  -  - -  - -  5,000  o  o 

10.  That  fuch  of  the  monies  as  (hall  be  paid  into 
the  receipt  of  the  Exchequer  after  the  fifth  day  of 
April,  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
on  or  before  the  fifth  day  of  April,  one  thoufand 
-feven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  of  the  produce  of 
the  duties  charged  by  two  a£ts  made  in  the  fifth  and 
fourteenth  years  of  his  prefect  majefty’s  reign  upon 
the  importation  and  exportation  of  Gum  Senega 
and  Gum  Arabic,  be  applied  towards  making  good 
the  fupply  granted  to  his  majefiy 


Total  of  ways  and  means 


21,382,249  11  8 l 

ymm  ■■  i  ■■■■■  -—■■■  ■  ■  — 


Excefs  of  ways  and  means 


185,752  18  11 


Note,  A  vote  of  credit  of  one  million  <was  alfo  granted 
this  fejfon ,  and  is  charged  on  the  ne,?ct  aids. 

The  additional  public  debt  funded  and  provided 
for  this  year,  amounts  to  twelve  millions  ;  the  in- 
tereft  of  which,  at  4  per  cent,  per  ann.  is  — -  480,000  o  o 

The  annuity  for  eighty  years,  of  il.  1 6 s.  3d. 
percent,  per  ann, - , — — —  216,150  o  o 

Jn  all  per  ann,  —  » — —  696,150  o  o 


1 


This 
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This  fum  (by  a£ts  palled  in  purfuance  of  different 
refolutions)  is  prcpofed  to  be  railed  in  the  following 
manner  : 

Additional  duty  on  malt  of  6 d.  per  bufhel 
Ditto,  on  low  wines  of  id.  per  gallon  — 

.Do.  on  fpirits  of  3d.  per  Ditto  — — — - 

Do.  on  brandy  of  1  s.  per  Do.  - 

Do.  on  rum  of  1  s.  per  Do.  - - - 

Do.  on  foreign  wines  of  4I.  per  ton  on  Portu¬ 
gal  wines,  and  ol  81.  per  ton  on  French  wines 
A  duty  on  coals  exported  of  4s.  per  Newcaftle 

chaldron  - - -  - — - 

Additional  duty  of  5I.  per  cent,  on  the  above 

duties  — ,> - — 

Additional  duty  of  is.  lod.  per  bufhel  on  fait 

Do.  on  advertifements  of  6d.  each.  - - 

A  llamp  duty  on  the  receipt  for  any  legacy,  or 
for  any  fhare  of  a  perfonal  eftate  divided  under  the 
flatute  of  didributions,  or  the  cuitcm  of  any  pro¬ 
vince  or  place  of  2  s.  6d.  if  the  value  fhall  not  ex¬ 
ceed  20 1.  and  of  5  s.  if  above  20 1.  and  not 
amounting  to  tool,  and  of  20s.  if  100I.  or  up¬ 
wards  — — — — -  — — 

On  dealers  in  coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate,  for  a 
licence  55.  annually  — — —  — — — — — 


178a. 


3 10,000 

0 

0 

20  6 » 7 

0 

0 

34.557 

0 

0 

35>3’° 

0 

0 

70,958 

O' 

0 

72,000 

0 

0 

12,899 

S  0 

0- 

46,193 

0 

■  O' 

69  000 

0 

0 

0,000 

0 

0 

12,000  o  o 

9,000  o  o 


In  all 


701,534  o  o 


Excefs  of  taxes 


5,384  o  o 


STATE 


[  «  ] 


S  T  A  T  E  PAPE 


ffls  Majejly' s  mojl  gracious  Speech  to 
both  houfes  of  Parliament .  cThurf- 
day  the  ifh  of  November,  177  cj. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“g'  MEET  you  in  parliament 
at  a  time  when  we  are  called 
upon  bv  every  principle  of  duty, 
and  every  confideratioa  of  intereft, 
to  exert  our  united  efforts  in  the 
fuppert  and  defence  of  odr  coun¬ 
try,  attacked  by  an  unjuft  and 
Unprovoked  war,  and  contending 
with  one  of  the  moft  dangerous 
confederacies  that  ever  was  form¬ 
ed  again  ft  the  crown  and  people  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  deftgns  and  attempts  of 
our  enemies  to  invade  this  king¬ 
dom,  have*  by  the  blefling  of 
Providence,  been  hitherto  fruf- 
t:ated  and  difappointed.  They 
Hill  menace  us  with  great  arma¬ 
ments  and  preparations  ;  but  we 
are,  I  truft,  on  our  part,  well 
prepared  to  meet  every  attack  and 
repel  every  infult.  I  know  the 
ebaj-after  of  my  brave  people:  the 
menaces  of  their  enemies,  and  the 
approach  of  dangei;,  have  no  other 
effect  on  their  minds,  but  to  ani¬ 
mate  their  courage,  and  to  call 
forth  that  national  fpirit,  which 
has  fo  often  checked,  and  defeat¬ 
ed,  the  projects  of  ambition  and 
injuftice,  and  enabled  the  Britifti 

V&L.  XXIII. 


fleets  and  armies  to  protect  their 
own  country,  to  vindicate  their 
own  rights,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  uphold,  and  preferve  the  liber¬ 
ties  of  Europe,  from  the  reftlefs 
and  encroaching  power  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

In  the  midft  of  my  care  and 
folicitude  for  the  fafety  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  this  country,  I  have  not 
been  inattentive  to  the  ftate  of  my 
loyal  and  faithful  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land.  I  have,  in  confequence  of 
your  addrefFes,  prefented  to  me  in 
the  iaft  feffion,  ordered  fuch  pa¬ 
pers  to  be  collected  and  laid  before 
you,  as  inay  affift  your  delibera¬ 
tions,  on  this  important  bufinefs  ; 
and  I  recommend  it  to  you  to  con- 
fider  what  further  benefits  and  ad¬ 
vantages  may  be  extended  to  that 
kingdom,  by  fuch  regulations,  and 
fuch  methods,  as  may,  moft  ef¬ 
fectually,  promote  the  common 
ftrength,  wealth,  and  interefts  of 
all  my  dominions. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

The  proper  eftimates  fhall,  in 
due  time,  be  laid  before  you.  I 
fee,  with  extreme  concern,  that 
the  neceftary  eftablifhments  of  my 
naval  and  military  forces,  and  the 
various  fervices  and  operations  of 
the  enfuing  year,  mull  inevitably 
be  attended  with  great  and  heavy 
[X]  expences  5 
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expences ;  but  I  rely  on  your  wif- 
dom  and  public  fpirit  for  fuch 
fupplies,  as  the  cireumftances  and 
exigencies  of  our  affairs  fhali  be 
found  to  require. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  fatisfaCtion  in  re¬ 
newing  the  afluraftces  of  my  en¬ 
tire  approbation  of  the  good  con¬ 
duit  and  difeipline  of  the  militia, 
and  of  their  Heady  perfeverance  in 
their  duty;  and  1  return  my  cor¬ 
dial  thanks  to  all  ranks  of  my 
loyal  fubjeCts  who  have  flood 
forth  in  this  arduous  conjuncture, 
and  by  their  zeal,  their  influence, 
and  their  perfonal  fervice,  have 
given  confidence  as  well  as  ftrength 
to  the  national  defence.  Truftino; 

•  .  0  \  #  O 

in  die  Divine  Providence,  and  in 
the  juftice  of  my  caufe,  I  am  firm¬ 
ly  refolved  to  profecute  the  war 
with  vigour,  and  to  make  every 
exertion  in  order  to  compel  our 
enemies  to  iiften  to  equitable 
terms  of  peace  and  accommoda¬ 
tion. 


‘-The  humble  Addrsfs  of  the  Lords  Spi¬ 
ritual  and  Temporal ,  in  Parlia¬ 
ment  ajjinibled . 

Molt  Gracious  Sovereign, 
\1~7E.,  your  .majefty’s  moft  du- 
V  V  tiful  and  loyal  fubjeCts,  the 
Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave  to 
return  your  inajefty  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  molt  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

The  juft  fenfe  we  have  of  the 
blcffings  under  your  majefty’s  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  indignation  we 

feel  at  the  unprovoked  and  un- 
* 

warrantable  aggreflion  of  our  ene¬ 
mies,  who  fee k  'to  deprive  us  of 
thole  blefiings,  and  threaten  your 
xnaje fly’s  kingdoms  with  invalid!. 


will  continue  to  animate  our  reso¬ 
lutions,  and  redouble  our  efforts 
in  the  national  defence.  We 
trufl,  that  thole  efforts,  feconded 
bv  the  zeal  of  a  faithful  and  loyal 
people,  will,  under  the  Providence 
of  God,  be  fully  (efficient  to  ie- 
pel  every  attack,  to  fruftrate  the 
hopes,  and  defeat  the  defigns  of 
any  confederacy  that  may  be  form¬ 
ed  again  ft  your  majefty’s  crown 
and  dominions. 

Tn  fuch  a  crifis,  the  approach  of 
danger  can  ferve  only  to  call  forth 
that  national  fpirit,  which  always 
rifes  with  the  occafion  that  de¬ 
mands  it,  but-  never  displayed  it- 
feif  in  a  more  important  conjunc¬ 
ture,  though  it  has  fo  often  pro¬ 
tected  the  liberties  of  thefe  king¬ 
doms,  and  of  Europe  in  general, 
and  has  enabled  the  Britifh  fleets 
and  armies  to  withftand,  and  de¬ 
feat  the  defigns.  of  that  reftiefs  and 
afpiring  ambition,  which  has  fo 
frequently  difturbed  the  peace  and 
invaded  the  rights  of  mankind. 

We  are  deeply  fenfible  of  your 
majefty’s  paternal  goodnefs,  which 
does  not  confine  itfelf  to  one  part 
of  your  dominions,  but  is  anxious 
for  the  profperity  of  the  whole, 
and,  in  the  mid  ft  of  your  care  and 
folicitude  for  the  fafety  and  wel¬ 
fare  of  this  country,  has  led  your 
attention  to  the  (late  of  your  loyal 
and  faithful  kingdom ,  of  Ireland. 
Guided  by  the  fame  fentiments 
which  prompted  the  humble  ad- 
drefs  we  prefen  ted  to  your  majefty 
the  laft  feffion,  we  will  continue 
our  attention  to  thofe  important 
objects  your  majefty’s  vvifdom  re¬ 
commends,  and  after  deliberately 
weighing  the  whole,  will  confider, 
what  further  benefits  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  that  kingdom,  bv  fuch 
regulations,  and  fuch  methods,  as 

may 
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fray  mod  effectually  promote  the 
Common  ftrength,  wealth,  and  in- 
terefts  of  all  your  majedy’s  domi¬ 
nions. 

Your  rr.ajeity’s  approbat  or.  of 
the  good  conduct  and  difeipline  of 
the  militia,  and  of  their  fteady 
perfeverance  in  their  duty,  and 
the  fatisfa&ion  your  majefty  ex- 
preffes  in  the  conduct  of  your 
loyal  fubjeCts  of  all  ranks,  who 
have  flood  forth  in  this  arduous 
conjuncture,  mull  redouble  that 
Zeal,  extend  that  influence,  and 
increafe  thofc  perfonal  exertions, 
which  have  given  confidence  as 
well  as  ftrength  to  the  national  de¬ 
fence. 

We  fee,  with  great  fatisfaCtion, 
that  your  majefty,  trufting  in  the 
Divine  Providence,  and  in  the  juf- 
tice  of  your  caufe,  is  firmly  re- 
folved  to  profecute  the  war  with 
•vigour,  and  to  make  every  exer¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  compel  our  ene¬ 
mies  to  liften  to  equitable  terms  of 
peace  and  accommodation.  Such 
spirited  and  vigorous  meafures 
mud  be  conducive  to  fo  defirable 
an  end  ;  and  we  humbly  beg  leave 
to  affure  your  majefty,  that  they 
will  meet  with  our  molt  hearty 
concurrence  and  firmed  fupport. 

His  Majefty' s  mof  gracious  Anfwer. 

My  Lords, 

I  THANK  you  for  this  dutiful 
and  loyal  addrefs.  The  fpirit 
and  resolution  with  which  you 
Hand  forth  in  the  national  defence, 
and  the  fupport  you  promife  to  the 
vigorous  meafures  I  am  deter¬ 
mined  to  purfue,  muft  tend  to 
reftore,  upon  fair  and  equitable 
terms,  that  general  tranquility, 
which  I  have  ever  endeavoured  to 
maintain  ;  and  your  attention  to 
thofe  important  objeCls  I  have  r«- 
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commended  to  you,  will,  I  doubt 
not,  increafe  the  general  profpe- 
rity  of  all  my  fu.  jeCls,  which  is 
my  conftant  and  invariable  aim* 


The  humble  Adi  refs  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  the  King. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

E,  your  majelty’s  mod  du- 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjeds, 
the  Commons  of  G  ear  Britain  in 
parliament  affe.-.b  ed,  beg  leave 
to  return  vour  majedy  the  thanks 
of  this  Houfe,  for  your  mod  gra¬ 
cious  fpeech  from  thp  throne. 

We  are  truly  fenfible  that,  in 
the  prefent  arduous  fituation  of 
affairs,  we  are  called  upon  by 
every  principle  and  every  fenti- 
ment  of  duty  to  your  majedy,  and 
to  thofe  we  reprefent,  ro  exe*t  and 
to  unite  our  utmod  efforts  in  the 
fupport  and  defence  of  oar  coun¬ 
try  againd  a  mod  unjud  war,  and 
one  of  the  mod  dangerous  confe¬ 
deracies  that  was  e/er  formed 
againd  the  crown  and  peop'e  of 
Great  Britain* 

We  fee  and  revere  the  goodnefs 
of  Divine  Providence,  in  frudrat- 
ing  and  difappointing  the  defigns 
of  our  enemies  to  invade  this  king¬ 
dom  :  and  whenever  they  attempt 
to  carry  their  menaces  into  exe¬ 
cution,  we  trud  that  their  attacks 
will  be  repelled,  and  their  enter- 
prize  defeated,  by  the  blemng  of 
the  fame  Providence  on  the  valour 
and  intrepidity  of  your  majedy’s 
fleets  and  armies ;  and  that  your 
majedy’s  gracious  and  endearing 
declaration  of  your  confidence  in 
the  chara&er  and  courage  of  your 
people  will  be  juftified,  by  the 
mod  convincing  proofs,  that  they, 
are  dill  animated  by  the  fame  ar- 

[X]  z  dour, 
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dour,  and  the  fame  fplTit,  that 
hive  in  former  times  carried  this 
nation  through  fo  many  dillic al¬ 
lies  and  dangers,  and  have  fo  of¬ 
ten  enabled  their  anceftors  to  pro- 
left  their  country  and  all  its  do¬ 
minions,  and  to  fave  not  only 
their  own  rights,  but  the  liberties 
of  other  free  dates,  from  the  reft- 
lefs  ambition  and  encroaching 
power  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

We  acknowledge,  with  thank- 
fulnefs,  your  majedy’s  goodnefs 
and  attention  to  the  addrefs  of  this 
Houfe,  refpedtng  your  loyal  and 
faithful  kingdom  of  Ireland,  in 
being  pleafed  to  order  fuch  papers 
to  be  communicated  to  this  Houfe, 
as  may  afiid  our  deliberations  on 
this  important  budnefs :  and  we 
beg  leave  to  affine  your  majedy, 
that  we  will  not  fail  to  take  into 
our  confideration  what  further  be¬ 
nefits  and  advantages  may  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  that  kingdom  by  fuch 
regulations,  and  fuch  methods,  as 
may  mod  effectually  promote  the 
common  drength,  wealth,  and  in- 
tereds  of  all  your  dominions.  ' 

Permit  us.  Sir,  to  return  our 
humble  thanks  to  your  majedy,  for 
the  gracious  manner  in  which 
your  majedy  renews  and  confirms 
your  entire  approbation  of  the 
good  condufi  and  deady  discipline 
of  the  national  militia  ;  and  to 
allure  your  majedy  that  we  con-, 
cur  mod  dncerely  with  your  ma¬ 
jedy,  in  acknowledging  and  ap¬ 
plauding  the  meritorious  zeal  and 
fervices  of  thofe  loyal  fubjefts  who 
dood  forth  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
and  who  have  added  confidence, 
as  well  as  drength,  to  the  national 
defence. 

Your  majedy’s  faithful  commons 
receive  with  gratitude,  and  take  a 
dm  cere  part  in,  your  majedy’s  pa¬ 


ternal  expredion s  of  concern,  that 
the  various  and  extenlive  fervices 
and  operations  of  themnfuing  year 
mud  unavoidably  be  attended  with 
great  and  heavy  expen ces :  yet, 
when  it  is  conddered  how  much 
the  commerce,  the  profperity,  and 
the  fafety,  of  Great  Britain  de¬ 
pend  on  the  ilfue  of  this  conted, 
we  doubt  not  that  fuch  powerful 
con  fi  derations  and  motives  will  in¬ 
duce  all  your  majedy’s  fubjefts  to 
fudain,  with  chearfulnefs  and  mag- 
nanimlt) ,  whatever  burthens  fhall 
be  found  neceffary,  for, railing  fuch 
fuppiies  as  may  enable  your  ma¬ 
jedy  to  profecute  thc>  war  with  vi¬ 
gour  and  effedt,  and  to  make  every 
exertion,  in  order  to  compel  your 
enemies  to  liden  to  equitable 

terms  of  peace  and  accommoda- 

▲ 

tion. 


Addrefs  of  the  Archbifocp ,  Bifhops , 
and  Clergy  of  the  Province  f 
Canterbury,  in  Convocation ,  af- 
fembled ,  prefcnted  to  his  Majefy 
on  the  \jth  of  November ,  178a, 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

WJ  E  your  majedy’s  mod  duti- 
V  V  ful  and  loyal  fubje&s,  the 
archbifhop,  hi  {loops ,  and  clergy  of 
the  province  of  Canterbury,  in 
convocation  affembled,  humbly  beg 
leave  to  approach  your  throne,  and 
with  the  deeped  fenfe  of  gratitude 
for  the  protection  we  continue  to 
enjoy  under  your  majefty’s  reign, 
to  offer  our  unfeinned  concrrafula- 
tions  on  the  further  iecurity  of 
your  rnajedy’s  illudrious  Houfe,  by 
the  birth  of  another  prince,  and  on 
the  happy  recovery  of  our  gracious 
queen,  the  patronefs  of  religion 
and  virtue. 

*  We  are,  on  this  occasion,  parti¬ 
cularly 
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cularly  obliged  to  acknowledge 
and  admire  a  late  in  fiance  of  your 
majefty’s  attention  to  the  interefts 
cf  Chriftianity,  in  your  royal  mu¬ 
nificence  to  the  pious  defigns  of 
the  fociety  for  the  propagation  of 
the  gofpel  in  foreign  parts,  eredled 
by  a  charter  fiom  your  glorious 
predeceffor.  King  William,  and 
now  reftored  to  its  former  activity, 
by  the  liberal  contributions  of 
your  fubjedts,  encouraged  by  your 
majefty’s  example. 

Amidit  all  the  protedlion  and 
favour  we  derive  from  the  good- 
nefs  of  your  majefty’s  heart,  we 
lament  the  neceffity  of  confeffing, 
that  the  licentioulbefs  of  the  times 
continues  to  counteract  your  pa¬ 
ternal  ca.e  for  ;he  itate  of  national 
religion.  Bad  men  and  bad  books 
are  the  produce  of  all  times  ;  but 
we  obferve  with  particular  regret, 
that  the  wickednels  of  the  age 
hath  of  late  been  diredlly  pointed 
at  the  fences  of  piety  and  virtue, 
eftabliihed  by  God  himfelf,  and 
apparently  fecured  by  law. 

The  open  violation  of  the  Lord’s 
day,  and  the  invitations  of  men  to 
deiert  the  religious  duties  of  that 

O 

day  for  amuiements,  frivolous  at 
heft,  appears  to  call  for  the  aid  of 
the  civil  magiftrate,  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  an  evil  fo  dangerous 
both  to  church  and  ftate,  by  lup- 
pr  fling  on  the  Lord’s  day,  places 
of  refort  for  pleafure,  where  the 
interpofition  of  the  minifters  of 
religion  is  impradliqable.  We  hum¬ 
bly  allure  your  majefty,  that  fo  far 
as  any  exertion  of  our’s  can  reach, 
we  fhali  not  fail  to  admonifh  and 
rebuke,  both  by  word  and  exam¬ 
ple. 

We  have  the  comfortable  hope. 
Sir,  that  it  will  appear  to  your 
majefty,  that  Popery  is  lefts  preva- 
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lent  than  it  has  been  in  this  part 
of  your  dominions.  We  are  too 
zealoufly  attached  to  Proteftantifm 
not  to  oppofte  the  errors  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  as  well  in  con¬ 
trovert  il  attacks,  as  in  the  more 
fucceLful  way  of  teaching  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  our  Apoftolical  Church  ; 
adhering,  at  the  fame  time,  inva- 
riably  to  the  principles  of  the  re¬ 
formation,  which  diredl  us  to  op- 
pofe  error  of  every  kind,  by  argu¬ 
ment  and  perfaafion,  and  to  dif- 
avow  all  violence  in  the  caufe  of 
religion. 

May  Almighty  God,  who,  for 
our  fins,  hath  permitted  your  ma- 
j.efty  to  be  involved  in  a  war,  juft,, 
indeed,  and  ri'eceiTary,  but  in  its 
own  nature  p'odndliveof  much  ca¬ 
lamity,  blefs  your  majefty’s  efforts 
with  dec! five  fucefs.l 

It  becomes  us,  as  minifters  of 
the  gofpel,  to  praife  God  for  every 
vidtory  which  has  a  tendency  to 
the  bleflings  of  peace;  and  when¬ 
ever  it  fhali  pleafe  his  infinite 
wifdom  to  reftore  them  to  this  na¬ 
tion,  we  (hall  further  befeech  him 
to  grant  to  your  majefty  the  full 
enjoyment  of  thofe  bleflings  for 
many  years,  in  the  profperity  and 
unanimous  loyalty  of  your  fub¬ 
jedts. 

To  which  Addrefs  his  Majefty  was 
pleafed  to  return  the  following 
moft  gracious  Anfwer : 

o 

I  THANK  you  for  your  con¬ 
gratulations  on  the  increafe  of  my 
family,  and  the  happy  recovery  of 
the  queen. 

I  hear  with  pleafure  the  zeal 
you  exprefs  for  the  interefts  of  our 
holy  religion  ;  and  I  fhali  conti¬ 
nue  to  make  it  my  conllant  en¬ 
deavour  to  fupport  them  upon  the 
[X]  3  principles 

^  ■  V 


3*6]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780, 


principles  of  the  reformation, 
again  ft  the  eacroachments  of  licen- 
tioufnefs  or  fuperftition. 

Trufting  to  the  juftice  of  my 
caufe,  I  rely  on  the  continuance 
of  the  blefiings  of  Providence  on 
my  endeavours  to  reftore  to  my 
peop!e  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace. 


PROTEST  of  the  LORDS. 

Die  Marti s,  Feb.  Svp. 

Moved, 

^T^HAT  a  committee  be  ap- 
X  pointed,  confifting  of  mem¬ 
bers  of  both  Houfes,  pofteffing  nei¬ 
ther  employment  nor  pcnfton,  to 
examine  without  delay  into  the 
public  expenditure,  and  the  mode 
of  accounting  for  the  fame  ;  more 
particularly  into  the  manner  of 
making  all  contracts,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  take  into  con  Itera¬ 
tion  what  favings  can  be  made  con¬ 
fident  with  public  dignity,  juftice, 
and  gratitude,  by  an  abolition  of 
old  or  new  created  offices,  the  du¬ 
ties  of  which  have  either  ceafed, 
or  fhall  on  enquiry  prove  inade¬ 
quate  to  the  fees  or  other  emolu- 

4. 

rnents  arifing  therefrom,  or  by  the 
red  mftion  of  fuch  falaries  or  other  al¬ 
lowances  and  profits  as  may  appear 
to  be  unrcalonable  ;  that  the  fame 
may  be  applied  to  leffen  the  pre- 
fent  ruinous  expenditure,  and  to 
enable  us  to  carry  on  the  prefent 
war  againft  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon, 
with  that  decifion  and  vigour 
which  can  alone  refult  from  na¬ 
tional  zeal,  confidence,  and  una¬ 
nimity. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  Houfe 


divided  at  half  paft  'one,  when, 
there  appeared 

For  the  motion  55.  Againft 
it  ioi,  including  proxies. 

Majority  againft  the  motion  46 

D  ISSENTXENT, 

i ft.  Becaufe,  however  the  wafte 
of  public  money,  and  the  profu- 
fton  of  ufelefs  falaries,  may  have 
been  heretofore  overlooked  in  the 
days  of  wealth  and  profperity,  the 
neceffities  of  the  prefent  time  can 
no  longer  endure  the  fame  fyftem 
of  corruption  and  prodigality. 

The  fcarcity  of  money,  the  di- 
minifhed  value  of  land,  the  finking 
of  rents,  with  the  decline  of  trade, 
are  melancholy  proofs,  that  we  are 
almoft  arrived  at  the  end  of  taxa¬ 
tion,  and  yet  the  demands  are  an¬ 
nually  increafed,  while  the  hope3 
of  peace  are  every  year  put  to  a 
greater  diftance. 

For  let  any  man  confider  the 
immenie  debt  increasing  beyond 
the  poffibility  of  payment,  with 
the  prefent  accumulation  of  taxes 
upon  every  article,  not  only  of 
luxury,  but  of  convenience  and 
even  of  neceftary  ufe  ;  and  let  him 
carry  his  thoughts  forward  to  thofe 
additional  duties  which  muft  im¬ 
mediately  be  impofed  to  make  good 
the  intereft  of  the  approaching 
loan,  and  of  that  debt  which  will 
remain  unfunded,  he  will  find 
that  at  leaft  one  million  and  a 
half  of  intereft  muft  be  provided 
for,  befides  what  may  be  further 
neceftary  to  make  good  the  defi- 
ciences  of  the  late  taxes. 

Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
favings  of  a  ftrict  and  vigilant  ceeo- 
nomy  in  every  branch,  and  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  overgrown  falaries, 
unmerited  peniions,  and  ufelefs 
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places  to  the  public  fervice,  are 
almoft  the  only  refource  left  in  the 
exhaufted  Hate  of  our  finances.  But 
beiides  this  ftrong  argument  of  ne- 
ceflity  that  prefles  upon  the  prefent 
moment,  fuch  and  fo  ereat  are 
the  abuies  in  the  management  ar.d 
expenditure  of  the  public  money 
as  would  call  for  the  ftrifteft  en¬ 
quiry  and  animadverfion  even  in 
tne  bed  of  times.  The  pra&ice  of 
expending  immenfe  fums  without 
confent  of  parliament,  under  the 
fallacious  head  of  contingencies 

o 

and  extraerriinaries,  the  greater 
part  of  which  might  eafily  be  com- 
prifed  in  an  eftimate  ;  but  becaufe 
fome  unforefeen  articles  are  not 
capable  of  fuch  precifion,  the  mi- 
nifter  has,  under  that  colour,  found 
out  a  method  of  expending  the 
public  money  firfl  ad  libitum ,  and 
when  it  has  been  fo  expended,  has 
found  means  to  induce  parliament 
to  think  itfelf  bound  in  honour  to 
ratify  and  make  it  good,  deferves 
the  higheft  cenfure  ;  and  no  mini- 
Her  who  fhall  dare  to  Hake  the 
public  credit,  for  money  that  has 
not  been  voted,  ought  to  be  jufti- 
fed  by  a  lefs  authority  than  an  Aft 
of  Indemnity.  The  millions  which 
remain  in  confequence  unexplain¬ 
ed  and  unaccounted  fox  ;  the 
fhameful  facility  of  admitting  al¬ 
moft  every  claim  ;  the  improvident 
bargains  made  for  the  public  fer¬ 
vice  ;  the  criminal  negieft  and  even 
contempt  of  the  few  checks  efta- 
blilhed  in  the  Board  of  Treafury, 
befides  great  part  of  the  money 
being  fhared  in  its  pafiage  among 
a  tribe  of  collectors,  clerks,  agents, 
jobbers  or  contraflors,  or  paid 
away  by  official  extortion,  or  Hop¬ 
ped  in  its  courfe  to  breed  intereft 
for  fome  ingrafting  individuals,  aie 
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grievances  which  the  prefent  mo¬ 
tion  has  in  view  to  remedy. 

2dly.  But  great  and  important 
as  the  motion  is  in  this  view  of  it, 
it  is  Hill  more  important  in  ano¬ 
ther,  as  it  tends  to  narrow  the  wide 
fpreading  influence  of  the  crown, 
that  has  found  its  way  into  every 
corner  of  the  kingdom. 

It  is  fumcient  to  allude  to  this 
grievance,  without  any  farther  en¬ 
largement  ;  but  this  argument, 
though  perhaps  the  ftrongefl:  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  motion,  has  been 
turned  into  an  objection  to  it,  as 
if  it  meant  to  abridge  the  rights 
of  monarchy,  and  make  the  crown 
dependent  on  the  parliament. 

If  the  objection  means  to  infi- 
nuate  that  corruption  is  necelfary  to 
government,  we  lhall  leave  that 
principle  to  confute  itfelf  by  its 
own  apparent  iniquity. 

That  this  motion  is  intended  to 
diminifh  the  conllitutional  power  of 
the  crown,  we  deny.  The  confli- 
tutional  power  of  the  crown  we 
are  no  lefs  felicitous  to  preferve, 
than  we  are  to  annihilate  its  un- 
conllitutional  influence.  The  pre¬ 
rogative  rightly  underflood,  not 
touched  or  intended  to  be  touched 
by  this  motion,  will  fupport  the 
crown  in  all  the  fplendour  which 
the  king’s  perfonal  dignity  requires, 
and  with  all  the  authority  and  vi¬ 
gour  neceffarv  to  give  due  efFefl  to 
the  executive  powers  of  govern¬ 
ment. 

It  has  been  argued,  that  this  is 
not  a  proper  time  for  reformation, 
when  all  the  attention  of  the  kino-- 
dom  Ihould  be  employed  upon  the 
war,  as  the  great  and  only  objeft 
in  the  prefent  time  of  diflrefs :  to 
which  we  beg  leave  to  infill  that 
the  prefent  i%  /or  that  very  rea- 
[x ]  4  fan, 
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for),  the  propereft  time,  becaufe 
nothing  is  fo  effential  to  the  con- 
dud  and  profecution  of  the  war  as 
the  frugal  management  of  that 
fupply  by  which  only  it  can  be 
carried  on  with  any  profpedt  of 
fuccefs?  Nor  ought  the  plan  of 
©economy  to  be  any  longer  delayed 
at  the  rifque  of  a  general  bank¬ 
ruptcy  ;  and  from  the  hiflory  of 
this,  as  well  as  other  countries, 
times  ol  neceffity  have  been  always 
times  of  reform. 

^dly.  Becaufe  we  conceive  that 
the  mode  of  a.  committee,  which 
iiiight.  ad  with  a  committee  of 
the  other  Houfe,  and  might,  if 
nece/Tary,  be  rendered  durable, 
$,nd  veiled  with  due  powers  by  an 
ad  of  the  whole  legislature,  might 
bring  back  the  public  expenditure 
to  its  conlhtutional  principle,  might 
devife  proper  regulations*  for  open- 
ing  contracts  to  the  propofals  of 
every  fair  bidder,  for  reforming 
the  abufes  of  office,  and  the  enor¬ 
mity  of  fees,  with  a  variety  of 
other  abufes,  particularly  that  of 
large  fums  of  money  lying  in  the 
hands  of  individuals,  to  the  lofs  of 
the  date. 

An  objedion  has  been  ilrongly 
urged  on  tne  ground  of  an  apnre-*- 
hen h on  expreffed  by  fome  lords, 
as  if  they  feriouily  entertained  it, 
of  its  producing  a  quarrel  between 
the  two  Houfes  of  parliament  ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  the  public 
bu fine fs  might  be  obftr  tided,  by  a 
claim  on  the  part  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  to  an  exclufive  right  of 
confidering  and  providing  for  the 
fubjeds  of  this  motion. 

Such  a  claim  certainly  cannot 
he  fupported,  as  a  confequence  of 
the  claim  of  that  Houfe  to  origi¬ 
nate  money  bills.  Not  a  fingle 
Jmrd  appeared  to  entertain  an  idea 
I 


that  fuch  a  claim  would  be  well 
founded.  In  truth,  the  objedion, 
fuppofes  it  to  be  ill-founded,  and 
that  therefore  the  Houle  will  re¬ 
fit  it;  and  yet  it  a  fumes  that  the 
House  of  Commons  will  advance 
and  perfilc  in  this  ill  -  founded 
claim.  We  cannot  difeover  any 
colour  for  fuch  a  fuppofreion,  iin- 
Icis  we  were  to  ad  op  the  infinua- 
irons  o  i  thole  w  ho  r  e  p  r  e  fs  n  t  the 
cpisupt  influence  (which  it  is  our 
wifh  to  fupprefs)  as  already  per- 
vadingg  that  Houfe.  Thofe  who 
entertain  that  opinion  of  one 
Houfe  of  parliament,  will  hardly 
think  lefs  difrefpedfully  of  the 
CihGi.  1  o  them  it  will  feem  a 
matter  of  indifference,  whether 
the  motion  is  defeated  by  the  ex- 
e.  iiOrs  of  that  influence,  to  excite 

ground  lefs  claim  in  the  one 
IloUiC,  or  by  a  groundlefs  appre- 
henfion  of  inch  a  claim  in  the 
other.  But  we,  who  would  be 
uncierflood  to  think  with  more  re- 
fped  of  both,  cannot  entertain  an 
apprenenfion  fo  injurious  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  as  that  they 
would  at  this  time  efpecially,  and 
ca  this  .occasion,  have  advanced 
fuch  a  claim. 

^1  he  motion  has  like  wife  been 
obpded  toon  account  of  its  difqua- 
liiying  perfons  po  fie  fling  empioy- 
ments  or  pennons,  to  he  of  else 
psopofed  committee.  Wie  are  far 
from  fuppofing  that  the  poffeffion 
of  place  or  peufion  necefihriiy  cor¬ 
rupts  the  integrity  of  the  poffeffior. 
Yve  have  leers,  and  the  public 
iiave  feen,  many  illuflnous  in- 
flances  of  the  contrary;  yet  we 
cannot  but  fuppofe  that  the  public 
expectation  of  aovantage  from  this 
measure  would  have  been  lefs  fan- 
g u i i i e ,  ii  they  had  feen  perfons 
pofieffing  offices  feieded  to  diftin- 
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guifh  how  far  their  offices  were  ufe- 
1  u  1  or  their  Salaries  adequate;  they 
perhaps  would  not  think  the  poi- 
leffor  of  a  penfion  or  office  the  fit¬ 
ted  judge  how  far  that  penfion  or 
Office  had  been  merited  or  was  ne- 
celT.iry.  We  cannot  therefore 
think  the  motion  juftly  exception¬ 
able  on  this  ground  ;  it  rather  an- 

O  7  L 

pears  to  us  to  have  been  drawn 
with  a  proper  attention  to  noble 
lords  in  that  predicament,  exempt¬ 
ing  them  from  a  fituation  which 
they  mult  necefiariiy  wifii  to  de¬ 
cline. 

We  conceive  ourfelves  war¬ 
ranted  in  the  mode  propofcd,  by 
precedent  as  well  as  reafon,  and 
it  was  dated  to  the  Houfe  to  have 
been  recommended  by  the  mod  ap¬ 
proved  conftitucional  authors  who 
have  written  fince  the  revolution  ; 
but  having  offered  to  meet  any 
other  proportion  which  might 
carry  with  it  fubdantial  remedy, 
and  no  fuch  being  offered,  not- 
withftanding  the  time  this  propo- 
fition  has  lain  before  the  Houfe, 
we  cannot  help  confidering  the 
prefcnt  negative  as 'going  to  the 
fubdantial  as  well  as  formal  part 
cf  the  motion,  and  hold  ourfelves 
obliged  to  avail  ourfelves  of  our 
right  of  entering  our  proted  againd 
the  rejection  of  the  above  propo- 
fition. 

qthly.  We  are  farther  impelled 
to  prefs  this  motion'  becaule  the 

Jt 

objedt  of  it  has  been  feconded  and 
called  for  by  a  confiderable  rna- 
jority  of  the  people,  who  are  afifo- 
ciating  for  this  purpofe,  and  feem 
determined  to  purfue  it,  by  every 
Jeral  and  coralitutional  method 

O 

that  can  be  deviled  for  its  fuccefs  ; 
and  however  lome  may  affect  to  be 
alarmed,  as  if  fuch  afibciations 
tended  to  didurb  the  peace,  or  en¬ 
croach  upon  the  delegated  power 
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of  the  other  Houfe,  we  are  per- 
fuaded  they  have  no  other  view 
but  to  collect  the  fenfe  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  to  inform  the  whole  body 
of  the  reprefentatives,  what  are 
the  fentiments  of  the  whole  body 
of  their  condituents,  in  which 
refpcdl  their  proceedings  have 
been  orderly,  peaceable,  and  con- 
ditutional.  And  if  it  be  afked, 
what  farther  is  to  be  done  if  thefe 
petitions  are  rejected  ?  The  bed 
anfwer  is,  that  the  cafe  cannot  be 
fuppofed  ;  for  although  upon  a  few 
feparate  petitions  it  may  be  fairly 
laid  that  the  other  Houfe  ought 
not  to  be  decided  by  a  part  only 
of  their  condituents,  yet  it  cannot 
be  prefumed  they  will  adt  in  de¬ 
fiance  of  the  united  opinion  of 
the  whole  people,  or  indeed  of 
any  great  and  notorious  majority. 
It  is  admitted  they  have  a  power 
to  vote  as  they  think  fit;  but  it 
is  not  poflible  to  conceive  that  fb 
wile  an  aflembly  will  ever  be  rafii 
enough  to  reject  fuch  petitions, 
and  by  that  means  caufe  this  dan¬ 
gerous  quedion  to  be  broached 
and  agitated,  Whether  they  have 
not  broke  their  truj}?  The  voice  of 
the  people  will  certainly  be  com¬ 
plied  with. 

Minifters  may,  as  they  have  done 
in  recent  in  fiances,,  deprive  any 
man  of  what  he  holds  at  their  plea- 
fure,  for  prefuming  to  exercife  his 
undoubted  right  of  thinking  for 
himfclf  cn  thefe  or  other  public 
fubiecls  :  but  It  will  not  be  wife 

j 

in  them  to  treat  thefe  affociations 
with  contempt,  or  rail  them  by 
the  invidious  name  of  Faction,  a 
name  by  which  the  minority  in 
both  Houfes  of  parliament  have 
been  fo  frequently  and  fo  falfely 
calumniated,  becaufe  the  name  fo 
app'ied  will  recoil  back  upon 
themfelves,  when  acling  againit 

the 
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the  general  fenfe  of  the  nation  5 
nor  will  they  be  able  to  reprefen t 
thefe  numbers,  fo  refpedtabie  in 
rank  and  property  (as  they  did 
but  too  fuccefsfully  the  difcon- 
lented  Americans),  as  a  mob  of 
indigent  and  {editions  incendiaries, 
becaufe  the  peoole  to  whom  this  is 
addrelTed,  are  the  very  people  that 
are  abnfed,  and  every  man  bears 
within  him felf  the  teltimony  of  its 
falfehood. 

The  minifters,  on  this  particular 
occafion,  cannot  deceive  the  people. 
Fortefcue,  Abingdon, 

Harcourt,  Pembroke  and 

Montgomery, 
Fitzwilliam, 
Rutland, 

Nugent  Temple, 
Bolton, 
Courtenay, 
Stamford, 
Tankerville, 

J.  S.  Afaph, 

W v com  be. 
Craven, 


De  Ferrars, 

Beaulieu, 

Camden, 

Coventry, 

Richmond, 

Manchester, 

Derby, 

Effingham, 

Grafton, 

Portland, 

Ferrers, 


Choi  mondel  ey ,  Rockingham, 
King,  Scarborough, 

Abergavenny,  Jerfey, 
j,  Peterborough,  Devon  (hire. 

Dijjeniiente>  without  reafons, 
Radnor. 

For  all  the  above  reafons,  ex-» 
cept  the  fourth,  Ofborne. 


Die  Lun&,  Mart.  6to. 
v  Moved, 

HPHAT  whereas  the  Right 
j[  Hon.  the  Marquis  of  Car¬ 
marthen  was  dif miffed  from  his 
office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  the 
EafL Riding  of  Yorklhire,  on  the 
morning  of  the  8th  of  February, 
when  his  opinion  was  known  con¬ 
cerning  a  quekion  that  was  to  be 
agitated  in  thishqufe  on  the  even¬ 


ing  of  that  day  ;  and  whereas  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Pembroke 
was  likewife  difmiffed  from  the 
office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Wilt- 
fhire,  a  few  days  after  he  had 
given  his  vote  upon  the  fame 
queftion  ;  therefore  this  houfe  have 
rcafon  to  fufpeCt  that  they  were 
difmifTed  in  confequence  of  the 
faid  votes;  it  is  refolvecl  therefore 
that  an  humble  add  refs  be  pre- 
fen  ted  to  his  Majefty,  befeeching 
him  to  be  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
inform  the  houfe,  whether  he  was 
advifed,  and  by  whom,  to  difmifs 
the  laid  two  noble  lords  for  their 
conduct  in  parliament. 

After  a  long  debate,  the  queftion 
being  put. 

Contents  31  Proxies  8  -  eg 

Not-contents  36  Proxies 3.6  -  92 

Dissentient, 

I.  Becaufe  we  cannot  entertain 
a  doubt,  but  that  the  two  noble 
lords,  vihofe  removals  from  their 
lieutenancies  have  given  rife  to 
this  motion,  fufF&red  this  mark  of 
his  Majefty’s  uifpleafure  for  their 
condudl  in  parliament. 

The  fa  els  expreffed  of  the  mo¬ 
tion  were  fufficient  in  themfelves 
to  fatisty  any  reafonable  perfon, 
that  this  was  the  foie  caufe  of  their 
di  {million,  and  might  well  have 
jufuiied  an  immediate  cenfure  on 
the  advifers  of  that  unconftitutioital 
meafure.  But  the  motion,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  was  calculated  to 
point  the  cenfure  at  thofe  advifers 
by  name,  if  it  Ihould  have  been 
merited,  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  being  exculpated  if  guiitlefs,  by 
the  folemn  teltimony  which  his 
Majelty  would,  in  fuch  cafe,  have 
given  of  their  innocence, 

IL  Becaufe  the  offer  made  by 
the  noble  lord  who  propofed  this 
addrefs  that  it  fhould  he  with¬ 
drawn,  if  any  one  of  his  Maje fly’s 
6  piinifter$ 
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minifters  would  declare  upon  his 
honour,'  that  thcfe  removals  were 
for  any  other  caufe  than  e  that’ 
which  has  been  alledged,  and  the 
filence  with  which  minifters  thought 
fit  to  receive  this  propofal,  although 
called  upon  by  almoft  every  lord 
who  fpoke  for  the  motion,  is  an 
additional  reafon  for  confirming 
us  in  our  belief,  that  his  Majefty 
has  been  advifed  to  remove  the 
two  noble  lords  from  their  lieu¬ 
tenancies  for  their  conduct  in  par¬ 
liament. 

II T.  Becaufe  we  confider  this 
d  if  million  of  lords  from  high  and 
honourable  offices,  on  account  of 
their  proceedings  in  parliament, 
to  be  a  violation  of  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  which  declares,  “  That 
proceedings  in  parliament  ought 
not  to  be  impeached  or  queftioned 
(much  lefs  punifhed)  in  any  court 
or  place  out  of  parliament.  ”  And 
we  are  greatly  apprehenfive  of  the 
confequences,  if  this  daring  at¬ 
tempt  to  fubvert  one  of  the  rnoft 
facred  principles  of  our  confti- 
tution,  fhould  pafs  with  impunity 
and  grow  into  precedent. 

IV.  Becaufe  the  mifchievous 
tendency  of  fuch  influence  is 
greatly  augmented  by  the  con¬ 
nexion  which  the  offices  in  quef- 
tion  (lieutenancies  of  counties) 
have  with  the  proper  conftitution 
of  the  militia.  That  important 
branch  of  the  national  defence  has 
been  fo  altered  as  to  have  almoft 
Jort  fight  of  the  original  principles 
of  an  Englifh  militia.  The  noto¬ 
rious  abufes  introduced  into  it, 
and  the  difregard  paid  to  the  few 
wholefome  regulations  remaining 
in  it,  would  foon  make  the  militia 
a  dangerous  inftrumcnt  in  the 
fiands  of  the  minifter,  were  it  not 
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for  the  exemplary  zeal  of  thofe 
gentlemen,  who,  facrificing  every 
degree  of  domeftic  comfort,  and 
fubmitting  to  unneceffary  and 
diftant  removals  from  their  coun¬ 
ties,  ftill  endeavour  to  maintain 
its  purity  in  the  character  of  its 
officers ;  and  we  confider  thefe 
alterations  and  abufes  as  giving 
the  more  juft  grounds  of  apprs- 
henfion  and  jealoufy,  as  they  tend 
to  affimilate  the  militia  in  prin¬ 
ciple  and  in  habits  to  the  Handing 
army,  in  which  alfo  dangerous 
innovations  appear  daily  taking 
place  ;  innovations,  which  though 
charged  in  the  debate,  were  neither 
denied  nor  defended. 

Laftly,  becaufe  when  minifters, 
in  the  fame  moment  that  they  arc 
exerting  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
in  a  moft  corrupt  and  unconiti- 
tutional  manner,  think  fit  to  af- 
fert,  in  contradiction  to  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  all  our  fenfes,  that  it  is 
not  increafed,  and  is  not  formi¬ 
dable,  we  can  have  little  hope 
that  fuch  minifters  will  ever  fuffer 
that  influence  to  be  diminifhed, 
although  its  diminution  is  one  of 
the  principal  objeCls  of  the  prayer 
and  petition  of  the  people,  founded 
on  a  feeling  fenfe  of  the  increafed, 
increafing,  and  formidable  extent 
of  it. 


Harcourt, 

Manchefter, 

Wycomb, 

Rockingham, 

Craven, 

Rutland, 

Camden, 

Abingdon, 

De  Ferrars, 

Abergavenny, 

Ponfonby, 

Fitzwiliiam, 

King, 

Richmond, 

Derby, 

Effingham, 

Beaulieu, 

Radnor. 

Devonlhire, 

J)ie 
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Die  Veneris ,  Aprilis  i/pvzs. 

Moved, 

HAT  the  bill,  in  titled  a  bill 
|  for  the  exclufion  of  con¬ 
tractors  from  the  lower  houfe  of 
parliament,  be  read  a  fecond  time 
and  committed. 

After  fome  debate,  the  queftion 
being  pat,  there  appeared 
For  the  commitment  -  41 

Againft  it  — - - — *  60 

Majority  -  19 

It  was  then  moved  to  rejed  the 

bill. 

The  quefdon  was  put  there¬ 
upon,  and  refolved  in  the  affirm¬ 
ative. 

Dissentient, 

I.  Becauie  the  commons,  de- 
firous  of  re-eftabiifhing  the  repu¬ 
tation  and  authority  of  parliament, 
and  of  giving  fatisfaciion  to  the 
people,  at  a  time  when  the  mod 
cordial  and  unfufpicious  confidence 
between  the  reprefentative  and 
conftituent  bodies  is  effientiaily 
neceffary,  have  come  to  a  reso¬ 
lution,  4  That  it  is  neceffary  to 
declare,  that  the  influence  of  the 
crown  has  increafed,  is  increafing, 
and  ought  to  be  diminiflied.’ 

This  refo'ution  we  conceive  to 
be  undeniably  true,  and  highly 
feafonable.  Their  commencement 
of  the  diminution  (Which  they 
have  folemnly  engaged  to  make) 
by  the  bill  here  rejected,  is  no  lefs 
judicious.  In  the;midft  of  a  war, 
in  which  nothing  (among  all  its 
unhappy  circum fiances)  is  more 
remarkable  than  the  prodigality 
with 'which  it  is  carried  on,  it 
appears  peculiarly  neceffary  to  re¬ 
move  from  parliament  the  fufpicion 
that  the  rafn  adoption,  the  obfti- 
nate  continuance,  and  the  corrupt 


fupply  of  military  arrangements, 
are  connected  with  the  fupport  of 
a  court  majority  in  parliament. 

Ik  Becaufe  the  people,  op- 
preffed  with  actual  impofitions, 
and  terrified  with  the  certain 
profped  of  farther  and  heavier 
burthens,  have  a  right  to  be  af- 
fured,  that  none  ffiould  have  a 
power  of  laying  thofe  burthens, 
who  have  an  mcereft  in  increafing 
them.  Weither  is  it  fit  that  they 
who  are  the  principal  fubjeds  of 
complaint,  ffiould  fit  as  the  con¬ 
trollers  of  their  own  condud. 
Contracts  can  never  be  fairly  made, 
when  the  parliamentary  fervice  of 
the  contrador  is  a  neceffary,  un¬ 
derflood  part  of  the  agreement, 
and  mufl  be  reckoned  into  the 
price.  But  the  mo  ft  unexcep¬ 
tionable  contrad  being  a  matter  of 
great  advantage  to  the  contractor, 
it  becomes  a  means  of  influence 
even  when  it  is  not  a  principle  of 
abufe.  It  is  the  greateft  of  all 
the  bribes  a  minifter  has  to  beftow  ; 
and  one  day’s  jobb  may  be  worth, 
tne  purchafe  of  the  fee  of  moft  of 
the  places  and  penfions  that  are 
held  in  that  houfe. 

111.  Becaufe  no  reafons  have 
been,  affigned  for  the  rejection  of 
this  bill,  but  fuch  as  appear  to  us 
frivolous  or  dangerous.  It  was 
argued  as  neceffary  to  abate  the 
phrenzy  of  virtue,  which  began  to 
ihew  itfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  ^Com¬ 
mons.  ri  his  new  Ipecies  of  phrenzy 
we  look  upon  to  be  rather  a  cha¬ 
racter  of  foundnefs,  than  a  fymp- 
tom  of  infamty  ;  and  we  fairly 
declare,  that,  as  we  frequently 
come  into  contad  with  the  other 
Houfe,  we  heartily  wiffi  that  that 
diftemper  may  become  contagious. 
Another  reafon  affigned  againft 
this  bill,  that  it  is  pot  poffible  for 
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vaft  pecuniary  emoluments  to  have 
any  influence  on  members  of  par¬ 
liament,  appears  to  originate  from 
fo  perfedt  a  puerility  of  under- 
ftanding,  or  fuch  a  contempt  of 
that  ot  the  houfe  and  the  nation, 
that  it  is  mentioned  as  a  matter  to 
be  animadverted  'upon,  not  an- 
fsvered.  Of  the  fame  nature  is 
the  argument  drawn  from  the  fup- 
pofed  improbability  of  abufes  in 
contracts,  becaufe  the  law  has  left 
in  the  hands  of  minifters  the 
means  of  profecuting  at  law  the 
fupporters  of  their  power,  and  the 
accomplices  of  their  own  fraud  and 
maiverfation.  Thefe  arguments 
will  give  little  fatisfadlion  to  thofe 
who  look  at  the  Houfe  of  Lords  as 
a  barrier  againfc  fome  poflibly  bid¬ 
den  and  miftaken  warmth  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  that  might 
be  injurious  to  the  juft  preroga¬ 
tives  of  the  crown,  or  the  rights  of 
the  people  ;  but  we  will  not  bear 
the  grofs  abufe  of  this  conftitu- 
tional  power;  or  that  this  Houfe 
fhould  fet  itfelf  as  an  obftrudfion 
to  the  moft  honourable,  manly, 
and  virtuous  refolution  ever  come 
to  by  an  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  a 
refolution  made  in  direct  con¬ 
formity  to  the  petitions  of  their 
conftjtuents.  We  proteft,  there¬ 
fore,  againft  our  Handing  in  the 
way  of  even  the  fir  ft  fteps  taken 
towards  promoting  the  indepen- 
pence,  integrity,  and  virtue  of  a 
houfe  of  parliament. 


iDe  Ferrars, 

Rockingham, 

Abergavenny 

F  ortei'cue, 

Courtenay, 

Wycombe, 

Pon  fonbv, 

Percy, 

Ferrers. 


].  St.  Afaph, 

Beaulieu, 

Ofborne, 

Cholmondeley 

Manchefter) 

Coventry, 

St.  John, 

Fitz-  William, 
Abingdon, 


Pembroke,  and  Portland, 
Montgomery,  Devonftiire, 
Scarborough,  Harcourt, 

Richmond,  jerfey. 

For  the  firft  and  third  reafons, 
adopting  however  very  heartily  in 
the  prefent  ftate  of  parliamentary 
reprefentadon  the  found  principles 
contained  in  the  fecond,  which  yet 
I  conceive  inapplicable  to  this  bill. 

,  Radnor. 


His  Majefty's  moft  gracions  Speech  to 
both  Houfe s  of  Parliament ,  June 

19,  17S0. 


My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

np  H  E  outrages  committed  by 

j|  bands  of  defperate  and  aban¬ 
doned  men,- in  various  parts  of  this 
metropolis,  broke  forth  with  vio¬ 
lence  into  afts  of  felony  and  trea- 
fon,  had  fo  far  overborne  ’  all  civil 
authority,  and  threatened  fo  diredL 
ly  the  immediate  fubverfion  of  all 
legal  power,  the  deftruflion  of  all 
property,  and  the  confufion  of 
every  order  in  the  ftate,  that  I 
found  myfelf  obliged,  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  affedtion  to  my  people, 
to  fupprefs,  in  every  part,  thofe: 
rebellious  infurredtions,  and  to 
provide  for  the  public  fafety,  by 
the  moft  effectual  and  immediate 
application  of  the  force  entruftcd 
to  me  by  parliament. 

I  have  directed  copies  of  the 
proclamations  iffued  upon  that 
occafion,  to  be  laid  before  you. 

Proper  orders  have  been  given 
for  bringing-  the  authors  and  abet- 
tors  of  thefe  infarre&ions,  and  the 
perpetrators  of  fa  eh  criminal  acts, 
to  fpeedy  trial,  and  to  fudh  con¬ 
dign  punifhment '  as  the  laws  of 
their  country  prefcribe,  and  hs  the 
vindication  of  public  juftice  de- 
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Though  I  trud  it  is  not  ne- 
ceffary,  yet  I  think  it  right  at  this 
time,  to  renew  to  you  my  folemn 
affurances,  that  I  have  no  other 
object  but  to  make  the  laws  of  the 
realm,  and  the  principles  of  our 
excellent  confutation  in  church 
and  Hate,  the  rule  and  meafure  of 
my  conduct  ;  and  I  Hi  all  ever  con¬ 
fide  r  it  as  the  drd  duty  of  my  Na¬ 
tion,  and  the  chief  glory  of  my 
reign,  to  maintain  and  preferve 
the  edablifhed  religion  of  my 
kingdoms,  and  as  far  as  in  me 
lies,  to  fecure  and  to  perpetuate 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  my 
people. 


The  bumble  Addrefs  of  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  'Temporal,  in  Par¬ 
liament  ajfemhled . 

Die  Lunre ,  ig°  flunii ,  17  So. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

II  7E  your  Majedy’s  mod:  d u- 
Y  /  tiful  and  loyal  fubjeds, 
the  lords  fpiritnal  and  temporal, 
in  parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majedy  our  humble 
thanks  for  your  moil  gracious 
fpeech  from  the  throne. 

We  feel  the  utmofl  abhorrence 
and  detellation  of  the  outrages 
Committed  in  various  parts  of  this 
metropolis,  by  bands  of  defperate 
and  abandoned  men  ;  outrages 
that  broke  forth  with  fitch  violence 
into  ads  of  felony  and  treafon, 
and  which  threatening  fo  di.red.ly 
the  immediate  fubverfion  of  all 
legal  authority,  the  dedradion  of 
all  property,  and  the  confudon  of 
every  order  in  the  date,  called 
loudly  for  the  fpeedied  and  mod 
eftedual  application  of  the  force 
entr  lifted  to  .your  Majedy  by  law. 


We  beg  leave  to  tedify  out 
warmed  gratitude  to  your  Ma» 
jedy,  for  your  paternal  care  and 
concern  for  the  protedion  of  you t 
fubjeds,  fo  manifed  in  the  mea- 
fures  your  wifdom  direded  in  this 
urgent  neceffity,  to  fupprefs  in 
every  part,  thefe  rebellious  infur- 
redions,  and  to  provide  for  the 
general  fafety,  by  the  redoration 
of  public  peace. 

We  thank  your  maj edy  for  the 
communication  you  have  been 
pleafed  to  make  to  this  houfe,  of 
the  proclamations  iffued  in  this 
alarming  conjundure. 

We  learn  with  fatisfadion  that 
orders  have  been  given  for  bring¬ 
ing  the  offenders  to  fpeedv  trial,* 
and  to  fuch  condign  punifhment 
as  the  law  prefcribes,  and  the  vin¬ 
dication  of  public  judice  demands. 

Although  the  uniform  tenor  of 
your  Majedy’s  condud  rendered 
unneceifary  the  renewal  of  your 
gracious  adurances  to  your  parlia¬ 
ment,  yet  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  given,  raifes  in  us  the 
warmed  emotions  of  gratitude, 
affedion,  and  duty.  Such  a  de¬ 
claration  of  the  juft  and  wife  prin¬ 
ciples  that  are  the  rule  and  mea¬ 
fure  of  your  Majedy’s  government,' 
mud  endear  your  Majedy  more 
and  more  to  all  your  fubjeds,  and 
meet  with  the  fulled  return  of  at¬ 
tachment,  confidence,  and  zeal. 

His  Maj e fly's  inofl  gracious  Anflivef . 

My  Lords, 

I  thank  you  heartily  for  this 
addrefs,  fo  full  of  duty  to  me  and 
of  zeal  for  your  country.  Your 
abhorrence  of  the  rebellious  infur- 
iedions,  and  your  unanimous  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  meafures  taken  to 
lupprefs  them,  mud  have  the  mod 
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fakitary  efredh.  Nothing  can  give 
me  preater  fatisfadiion  than  the 

o  # 

confidence  you  repofe  in  me.  It 
ill  all  be  juftified  by  the  whole  tenor 
of  my  reign. 


d  he  humble  Addrefs  cf  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

Mod  gracious  Sovereign, 

WE,  your  Majefty’s  moft  du¬ 
tiful  and  loyal  fubjedls, 
the  commons  of  Great-Britain,  in 
parliament  affembled,  beg  leave 
to  return  your  Majefty  the  humble 
thanks  of  this  houfe,  for  your  molt 
gracious  fpeech  from  the  throne  ; 
and  for  the  communication  which 
your  Majefty  has  been  pleaded  to 
make  to  this  houfe,  of  the  pro¬ 
clamations  iffued  during*"  the  late 
moll  dangerous  and  alarming  dif- 
turbances. 

We  think  it  cur  indifpenfable 
duty  to  expreft,  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  our  abhorrence  of  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  thofe  tumultuous  af- 
femblies,  and  of  the  criminal  adls 
of  outrage  and  violence  committed 
by  thofe  defperate  bands  of  men, 
and  our  higheft  indignation  againft 
the  authors,  promoters,  and  per¬ 
petrators  of  them  ;  and  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  with  the  warmeft  emotions 
of  gratitude,  duty,  and  afFedtion, 
your  Majefty’s  paternal  care  and 
concern  for  the  protection  of  your 
fubjedls,  in  the  meafures  which 
your  Majefty,  as  the  father  of 
your  people,  and  the  guardian  of 
public  fafety,  took  in  the  hour  of 
extreme  and  imminent  neceftity, 
for  the  immediate  and  effectual 
fuppreftion  of  thofe  rebellious  in- 
furreclions. 
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We  learn  with  fatisfadiion,  that 
proper  orders  have  been  given  for 
bringing  the  offenders  to  fpeedy 
trial,  and  to  fuch  punifhment, 'as, 
upon  convidlion  of  their  crimes, 
the  laws  preferibe,  and  the  vindi¬ 
cation  of  public  juftice  certainly 
demands. 

Although  the  conftant  tenor  of 
your  Majefty’s  juft  and  conflitu- 
tional  government,  made  a  re¬ 
newal  of  your  Majefty’s  royal  aftu- 
rances  to  your  parliament  unne¬ 
cessary,  yet  we  cannot  but  receive 
with  great  thankfulnefs,  fo  ftgnal 
a  mark  of  your  Majefty’s  gracious 
attention  ;  and  we  beg  leave,  on 
our  part,  to  allure  your  Majefty, 
that  this  condefcending  and  en¬ 
dearing  declaration,  cannot  fail  of 
fecuring  to  your  Majefty,  in  the 
hearts  of  your  people,  the  moll 
aftedlionate  returns  of  confidence, 
attachment,  and  fupport. 

His  Majefty’ s  Anfuser  to  the  Addrefs 

of  the  Houfe  of  Commons . 

Gentlemen, 

I  return  you  my  cordial  and 
particular  thanks  for  this  loyal, 
aftedlionate,  and  unanimous  ad¬ 
drefs. 

Union  at  this  time,  muft  have 
the  beft  and  moft  important  con¬ 
fluences  :  nothing  can  more  pow¬ 
erfully  aflijl  me  in  preferving  the 
pubKc  fafety  and  fecuring  reve¬ 
rence  for  the  laws,  and  obedience 
to  legal  government.  Be  allured 
that  it  is  my  conftant  and  ardent 
defire  to  promote  the  happinefs  of 
all  my  fubjedls,  and  to  deferve  the 
confidence  and  fupport  of  a  free 
people. 


Qn 
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On  Saturday,  July  8,  his  Majcjly 
clojcd  the  Sejjion  of  Parliament 
•with  the  following  Speech . 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen* 

IT  gives  me  great  fatisfadion  to 

find  myfelf  able  to  determine 
this  long  feffion  of  parliament,  that 
you  may  be  at  liberty  to  rdcurii  to 
your  feveral  countries*  and  attend 
to  your  private  affairs,  after  fo  la¬ 
borious  a  difciiarge  of  your  duty- 
in  the  public  fefvice  \  and  I  take 
this  occaiion  to  exprels  my  fin  cere 
acknowledgement  for  the  frefh 
proofs  you  have  given  me  of  your 
affedionate  zeal  for  the  fupport  of 
xny  govern ment,  and  of  your  juft 
edimation  of  the  real  and  perma¬ 
nent  intereds  of  your  country. 

Your  magnanimity  and  perfe- 
ve  ranee  in  the  profecution  of  this 
juft  and  neceffary  war  have  ena¬ 
bled  me  to  make  fuch  exertions  as 
will,  I  truft,  by  the  a  in  dance  of 
Divine  Providence,  difappoint  the 
violent  and  unjud  defigns  of  my 
enemies,  and  bring  them  to  linen 
to  equitable  and  honourable  terms 
of  peace. 

Thefe  exertions  have  already 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  by  fea 
and  land  ;  and  the  late  important 
and  prcfpercus  torn  of  affairs  in 
North  America  affords  the  faired 
profped  of  the  returning  loyalty 
and  affection  of  my  fu bjeds  in  the 
colonies,  and  of  their  happy  re¬ 
union  with  their  parent  country. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons, 

I  feel  myfelf  under  particular 
obligations  to1  thank  you  for  the 
large  and  ample  fuppiies  you  have 


fo  cheatfully  granted,  and  for  thd 
confidence  you  repofe  in  me.  No 
attention  dial]  be  wanting,  on  my 
part,  to  render  them  efFedu  d,  and 
to  fee  them  faithfully  applied. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

/ 

Let  me  earneftly  recommend  to 
you  to  a  did  me,  by  your  influence 
and  authority  in  your  feveral  coun¬ 
ties,  as  you  have  by  your  unani¬ 
mous  fupport  in  parliament,  in 
guarding  the  peace  of  the  king¬ 
dom  from  future  difturbances,  and 
watching  over  the  prefervation  of 
the  public  fafety.  Make  my  peo¬ 
ple  feniible  or  the  happinefs  they 
enjoy,  and  the  diilinguifhed  ad¬ 
vantages  they  derive  from  our  ex¬ 
cellent  conditurion  in  church  and 
date.  Warn  them  of  the  hazard 
of  innovation— point  out  to  them 
the  fatal  confequences  of  fuch 
commotions  as  have  lately  been 
excited  ;  and  let  it  be  your  care 
to  imprefs  ori  their  minds  this  im¬ 
portant  truth,  That  rebellious  in- 
furredions  to  redd,  or  to  reform 
the  laws,  mult  end  either  in  the 
deftrudion  of  the  perfons  who 
make  the  attempt,  or  in  the  fub- 
verfion  of  our  free  and  happy  con- 
dituticn. 

And  afterwards  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  by  his  Majedy’s  command, 
faid  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Majedy’s  royal  will  and 
pleafure,  that  this  parliament  bd 
prorogued  to  Thurfday,  the  twen¬ 
ty-fourth  day  of  Auguft  next,  to 
be  then  here  holden  ;  and  this 
parliament  is  accordingly  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Thurfday,  the  twenty- 
fourth  day  of  Auguft  next. 

By 


STATE 

By  the  King. 

A  PROCLAMATION, 

Tor  dijfolnsing  this  prefent  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  declaring  the  calling  of 
another . 

George  R. 

WHEREAS  vve  have  thought 
fit,  bv  and  with  the  advice 
of  our  privy-council,  to  diffolve 
this  prefent  parliament,  which 
now  Hands  prorogued  toThurfday 
the  28  th  day  of  this  in  Han  t  Sep¬ 
tember:  We  do,  for  that  end, 
publifh  this  our  royal  procla¬ 
mation  ;  and  do  hereby  diffolve 
the  faid  parliament  accordingly : 
and  the  lords  fpiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral,  and  the  knights,  citizens, 
and  burgeffes,  and  the  cornmif- 
fioners  for  fhires  and  burghs,  of 
the  houfe  of  commons,  are  dif- 
charged  from  their  meeting  and 
attendance  on  Thurfday  the  faid 
28th  day  of  this  inflant  September* 
And  we  being  defirous  and  re- 
folved,  as  foon  as  may  be,  to  meet 
our  people,  and  to  have  their  ad¬ 
vice  in  parliament,  do  hereby 
make  known,  to  all  our  loving 
fubjedts*  our  royal  will  and  plea- 
fure  to  call  a  new  parliament; 
and  do  hereby  further  declare, 
that,  with  the  advice  of  our  privy- 
council,  we  have,  this  day,  given 
order  to  our  chancellor  of  Great- 
Britain  to  iffue  out  writs,  in  due 
form,  for  calling  a  new  parlia¬ 
ment;  which  writs  are  to  bear 
telle  on  Saturday  the  2d  day  of 
this  inllant  September,  and  to  be 
returnable  on  Tuefday  the  31H 
day  of  Odtober  following. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James’s, 
the  iHday  of  September,  1780, 
in  the  twentieth  year  of  our 
reign. 

God  fave  the  King, 

Von,  XXIII, 
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Dublin-Cafle,  September  2. 

f  |  ^  HIS  day  his  Excellency  the 
X  Lord  Lieutenant  went  in 
Hate  to  the  Houfe  of  Peers  with 
the  ufual  folemnitv ;  and,  the 
Commons  being  fent  for,  gave  the 
royal  affent  to  fuch  bills  as  were 
ready  ;  after  which  his  Excellency 
made  the  following  molt  gracious 
fpeech  to  both  Houfes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment  : 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen* 

I  am  happy  at  length  to  con¬ 
gratulate  you  on  the  conclufion  of 
this  feffion  of  parliament,  though 
the  important  meafures  under  de¬ 
liberation  muH  have  made  your 
attendance  lefs  irkfome  to  you. 

If  your  long  abfence  from  your 
feveral  counties  has  been  pro¬ 
ductive  of  any  inconvenience, 
fuch  inconvenience  is  fully  com- 
penfated  by  permanent  and  foiid 
benefits,  the  fuccefsful  confe- 
quences  of  your  labours. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commbns, 

I  thank  you.  In.  his  Majefiy’s 
name,  for  the  liberal  fupplies  you 
have  granted.  Your  cheerfulnefs 
in  giving,  and  your  attention  to 
the  eafe  of  the  fubjecl  in  the  mode 
of  railing  them,  muH  be  very  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  his  Majelty  ;  'on  my 
part,  I  affure  you  they  lhall  be 
faithfully  applied. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlefnen, 

The  fatisfaCtion  with  which  the 
heart  of  every  Irifhman  muH  exult 
at  the  feene  of  profperity  now* 
opening  to  this  country,  may1 
equal,  it  cannot  exceed,  the  glow1 
of  my  private  feelings.  And, 
whilH  you  applaud  the  conduct  of 
Great-Britain  in  removing  the  re- 

\T]  itridtions 
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ftriftions  upon  the  trade  cf  this 
kingdom,  you  cannot  but  parti¬ 
cularly  acknowledge  the  unequi¬ 
vocal  demondrations  of  her  fincere 
affeftion,  in  admitting  you,  upon 
the  mod  liberal  plan,  to  an  imme¬ 
diate,  free,  and  equal  intercourse 
with  her  colonies. 

The  wife  and  Salutary  laws 
which  you  have  framed  naturally 
lead  to  the  mod:  beneficial  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  that  intercourse  ;  and 
when  I  refled:  on  thofe  objefts, 
and  on  your  meritorious  attention 
to  the  trade,  agriculture,  and 
manufadiures  of  this  kingdom,  fo 
confpicuoufly  manifeded  by  the 
laws  palTed  for  granting  ample 
bounties  on  the  export  of  your 
corn,  your  linen  and  your  fail- 
cloth;  by  the  premiums  for  en¬ 
couraging  the  growth  of  hemp 
and  flax-feed,  and  by  the  judi¬ 
cious  provifions  for  the  better  re¬ 
gulation  of  your  manufactures,  I 
feel  a  confcious  fatisfaftion,  that 
the  commerce  of  this  kingdom  has 
been  efcabli flied  upon  an  extended, 
firm,  and  lading  bafis ;  and  that 
Ireland  mull,  in  the  courfe  of  her 
future  profperity,  look  back  to 
this  tera,  the  labours  of  the  pre- 
fent  parliament,  and  the  di  flu  five 
indulgence  of  his  Majefty*  with 
the  mod  grateful  veneration. 

Your  own  difcreet  judgment 
will  naturally  fugged  the  expe- 
pediency,  when  you  return  to  your 
feveral  counties,  of  imprefling 
upon  the  minds  of  all  ranks  of 
men,  the  various  bleflings  of  their 
prefent  fituation.  Demondrate  to 
them,  that  every  effectual  fource 
of  commercial  wealth  is  now  their 
own,  and  invites  that  indudry, 
without  which  the  wiled  commer¬ 
cial  regulations  remain  a  dead 
'letter,  and  the  bounties  of  nature 
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are  lavifiied  in  vain.  ,Cherifh  fuck 
a  Spirit  of  indudry  ;  and  convince 
them  of  the  effectual  advantages 
they  derive  from  their  free  and 
excellent  condituticn,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  every  branch  of  which, 
in  its  jud  vigour  and  authority, 
can  alone  fecure  their  liberties* 
and  preferve  their  happinefs. 

After  which  the  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor,  by  his  Excellency’s  com¬ 
mand,  faid. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant’s  pleafure,  that  this 
parliament  be  prorogued  to  Tues¬ 
day  the  10th  day  of  Oftober  next, 
to  be  then  here  held  ;  and  this 
parliament  is  accordingly  pro¬ 
rogued  to  Tuefaay  the  10th  day 
of  October  next. 


7o  the  Honourable  the  Commons  f 
Great  -  Britain,  in  Parliament 
a.JJ'embled  : 

The  Petition  of  the  Gentlemen, 
Clergy,  and  Freeholders  of  the 
County  of  Y ork, 

Sheweth, 

HAT  this  nation  hath 
jj  been  engaged  for  feveral 
years  in  a  mod  expenfive  and 
unfortunate  war;  that  many  of 
our  valuable  colonies,  having: 
aftuallv  declared  themfelves  inde- 

j 

pendent,  have  formed  a  drift  con¬ 
federacy  with  France  and  Spain, 
the  dangerous  and  inveterate  ene¬ 
mies  of  Great-Britain  ;  that  the 
confequence  of  thofe  combined 
misfortunes  hath  been  a  large 
addition  to  the  national  debt,  a 
heavy  accumulation  of  taxes,  a 
rapid  decline  of  the  trade,  manu-» 

faftures* 
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failures,  and  land -rents  of  the 
kingdom. 

Ahumed  at  the  diminifhed  re- 
fpurccs  and  growing  burthens  of 
this  country,  and  convinced  that 
rigid  frugality  is  now  indifpen- 
fably  ne.ee  Aarv  in  every  depart¬ 
ment  of  the  date,  your  petitioners 
obferve  with  grief,  that  notwith¬ 
standing.  the  calamitous  and  im¬ 
poverished  condition  of  the  nation, 
much  public  money  has  been  im- 
providently  fquandered,  and  that 
many  individuals  enjoy  finecure 
places,  eilicient  places  with  exor¬ 
bitant  emoluments,  and  penfions 
unmerited  bv  public  fervice,  to  a 
large  and  frill  incrcafinp-  amount  ; 
whence  the  crown  has  acquired  a 
great  and  unconflitutional  influ¬ 
ence,  which,  if  not  checked,  may 
fbon  prove  fatal  to  the  liberties  of 
this  country. 

Your  petitioners  conceiving 
tli at  the  true  end  of  every  legi¬ 
timate  government  is  not  the  emo- 

CP  ^  4-^ 

lument  of  anv  individual,  but  the 
welfare  of  the  community  ;  and 
considering  that  by  the  cdnlHtution 
of  this  realm  the  national  purfe  is 
intruded  in  a  peculiar  manner  to 
the  cuflody  of  this  honourable 
houfe ;  beg  leave  further  to  re- 
prefent,  that  until  effe&ual  mea- 
fiires  be  taken  to  redrefs  the  op- 
preflive  grievances  herein  dated, 
the  grant  of  any  additional  fum  of 
public  money,  beyond  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  prefent  taxes,  will  be 
injurious  to  the  rights  and  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  people,  and  dero- 
•  gatory  from  the  honour  and  dig¬ 
nity  of  parliament. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  ap¬ 
pealing  to  the  juftlce  of  this  hon¬ 
ourable  houfe,  do  moil:  earneftly 
requefl,  that,  before  any  new  bur¬ 
thens  are  laid  upon  this  country, 
tide  Ail  a  1  meafures  may  be  taken 
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by  this  houfe  to  enquire  into  and 
correct  the  gr.ofs  abufes  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  ;  to 
reduce  all  exorbitant  emoluments  ; 
to  refeind  and  abolilh  all  fmecure 
places  and  unmerited  penfions; 
and  to  appropriate  the  produce  to 
the  neceliities  of  the  Hate  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  the  wifdom  of  par¬ 
liament  Shall  feem  meet. 

And  your  petitioners  fhall  ever 
pray,  &c.  &c. 

The  following  counties  pre- 
fented  petitions  nearly  in  the  fame 
words  : 


Middlefex, 

Dorfet, 

C  heller. 

Devon, 

Plants, 

Norfolk, 

Hertford, 

Berks, 

Suflex, 

Bucks, 

Huntingdon, 

Nottingham.; 

Surry, 

Kent, 

Cumberland, 

Nonhumberl. 

Bedford, 

Suffolk, 

Eflex, 

Hereford, 

Gloucefter, 

Cambridge, 

Somerfet, 

Derby. 

Wilts* 

•  • 

Alfo  the  cities  of  London  ; 
Weirminfler,  York*,  Briftol,  and 
the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Not¬ 
tingham,  Newcastle,  Reading,  and, 
Bridgewater.  —  The  county  of 
Northampton  agreed  to  inftruft 
their  members  on  the  points  of 
the  petition; 


To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of 
Great  -  Britain  in  Parliament 
ajfetnbled : 

A  Representation  and  Petition  of 
the  Planters,  Merchants,  and 
other  Perfons  interefled  in  the 
Ifland  of  Jamaica, 

TH  AT  your  petitioners,  iti 
all  duty  and  humility,  beg 
[T]  z  '  leaffli 
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leave  to  lay  before  this  honourable 

4 

houfe  feveral  circumBances  which 
they  prefume  it  is  important  for 
the  houfe  to  know,  and  to  which 
they  are  certain  it  is  of  the  utmoB 
importance  to  them  that  a  due 
attention  fhould  be' paid. 

Your  petitioners  reprefent  to 
this  honourable  houfe,  that  the 
iiland  of  Jamaica  has  not  been- 
protected.  They  reprefent,  that 
the  temporary  fafety  which  it  has 
enjoyed  has  been  owing  to  the 
direction  of  the  enemy’s  force 
towards  other  ohjedts,  and  not 
to  any  intrinfic  means  of  defence 
provided  for  that  iiland  by  his 
Majefty’s  mlni-Bers.  They  con¬ 
ceive,,  that  the  fafety  of  fuch  a 
poffeilion  as  Jamaica  ought  not 
to  have  been  left  to  chance.. 
They  reprefent,  that  the  ifland 
of  Jamaica  is  inferior  in  value 
to  none  of  the  dependencies  of 
G  reat  -  Britain' ;  that  great  part 
even  of  what  appears  to  be  the 
interior  wealth  of  Great-Britain 
itfelf  is,  in  reality,  the  wealth  of 
Jamaica,  which  is  fo  intimately 
interwoven  with  the  internal  in- 
tereB  of  this  kingdom,  that  it  is 
not  eafy  to  diftinguifh  them  ;  that 
a  great  part  of  the  trade  and  navi¬ 
gation,  a  large  proportion  of  the 
revenue,  and  very  much  of  the 
mercantile  and  the  national  credit, 
and  the  value  of  the  landed  in- 
tered,  depend  immediately  on  its 
prefervation  ;  that  its  defence  is 
therefore  an  objeCt  as  important 
to  Great-Britain  as  any  part  of 
Great-Britain  itfelf;  and  that  it  is 
an  objeCt  to  be  provided  for  with 
Bill  greater  care  and  forefight, 
becaule  its  natural  means  of  home 
defence  are  infinitely  lefs  confi- 
derable. 

They  folemnly  declare,  that, 
<sonfcious  of  their  invariable  loy¬ 


alty  to  the  crown  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  and  their  unbounded  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
whole  empire,  they  are  not  able 
to  conjecture  for  what  offence, 
real  or  pretended,  they  have  fo 
long  been  put  under  this  pro- 
fcription.  If  your  petitioners  had 
been  active  by  factious  clamours, 
or  delufive-  reprefentations,  by 
concealing  true  or  fngg'eBing  falfe 
information,  in  betraying  their 
lover eign  and  their  country  into 
war,  they  might  have  the  lefs 
reafon  to  complain  of  the  negleCl 
by  which  they  have  fuffered  fa 
many  diftreffies,  and  have  been 
expofed  to  fo  many  dangers.  It  is- 
in  the  recollection  of  this  honour¬ 
able  houfe,  that,  at  an  early  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  prefent  unhappy  trou¬ 
bles,  the  body  of  the  Weft-India 
planters  and  merchants  did  humbjy 
Bate  their  apprehenfions  to  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  deprecated  the  un¬ 
happy  meafu-res  which  were  then 
taken,  ft  is  the  misfortune  of 
the  public,  as  well  as  theirs,  that 
no  attention  was  paid  to  their 
humble  prayers,  and  that  their 
moB  dutiful  and  faithful  repre¬ 
fentations  were  totally  neglected. 

They  affirm,  that  they  have  not 
deferved  to  be  thus-  abandoned, 
from  a  want  of  having  purchafed 
for  a  valuable  gon-fideration  the 
protection  of  the  Bate.  The  plant¬ 
ers  have  feen,  not  only  with  ac~ 
<]u!efcence  but  pieafure,  their 
trade  almoB  wholly  confined  to  the 
mother  country,  the  place  of  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  greater  part,  and  the 
objeCt  of  the  tendered  affeCtion  to 
all  of  them.  Both  planters  and 
merchants  have  had  the  produce 
of  their  e Bates  as  largely  taxed  in 
Great-Britain,  to  the  common 
fupport,  as  any  others.  The  af* 
fembly  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica 
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lias.,  beyond  any  former  example 
of  liberality,  and  far  beyond  their 
abilities,  laid  deitru&ive  impo¬ 
sitions  on  their  eEates  and  pro¬ 
perties  within  the  illand.  VaE  per¬ 
sonal  fervi.ces,  burthenfome  in  the 
■extreme,  and  nearly  ruinous  to 
the  prefent  value  of  all  they  pof- 
fefs,  have  been  chearfully  given. 
They  have  borne  patiently  the 
heavy  loiTes  and  burthens,  the 
fatal?  though  not  unforefeen  con- 
fcquences  of  their  feparation  from 
North  America.  After  all  thefe 
impofitions  and  taxes  in  England, 
thefe  taxes  and  perfonal  fervices  in 
Jamaica,  and  after  fufferings  of 
every  kind  in  this  war,  on  fug- 
geEicn  from  friends  of  govern¬ 
ment,  they  have  had  refer  t  in 
their  individual  characters  to  their 
almoE  exhauEed  purfes,  and  made 
a  large  private  fubfcriptie-n  for 
their  own  defence. 

They  reprefcnt,  that  they  have 
been  credibly  informed,  that  at 
the  time  when  administration 
declined  to  provide  the  neceffary 
forces,  either  by  fea  or  land,  for 
their  defence,  that  his  MajeEy’s 
fecretary  at  war  publicly  declared, 
that  his  Majefty  did  then  com¬ 
mand  more  numerous  forces,  by 
fea  and  land,  than  the  molt  for¬ 
midable  monarch  of  the  world 
had  under  his  orders,  when  his 
power  alarmed  all  Europe  ;  and 
they  are  informed,  that  larg-e 
additions  to  his  Maje  fly’s  forces 
were  m-rfde  fome  time  after.  They 
now  alfo  feel,  that  they  are 
amongE  thofe  who  are  taxed  for 
the  maintenance  of  an  army  of 
upwards  of  fever}  ty  thoufand  men 
employed  in  North  America;  and 
they  prefume,  that  the  fuppreffion 
of  no  rebellion  whatever  can  be  a 
more  near  and  urgent  concern  of 
any  government  than  the  pro- 
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tefhon  cf  its  Io/al  and  ufeful 
fubjefts. 

They  reprefcnt,  that  they  have 
not  been  vvanti.ip-  to  themlelves, 
by  every  reprefentation  in  their 
power,  and  every  felicitation,  to 
call  upon  his  MajeEy’s  miniEers 
for  the  neceflary  protection.  For 
though,  from  the  duty  of  their 
Itation,  and  their  high  truE,  his 
MajeEy’s  miniEers  ought  to  have 
fhevvn  an  anxious  and  provident 
care  of  all  his  MajeEy’s  dominions, 
even  if  individuals,  through  ig¬ 
norance,  or  want  of  forelight,  had 
neglected  their  own  private  in- 
tereE  in  them;  yet  they  humbly 
inform  the  houfe,  that  many  Erong 
remonErances  were  made  on  this 
fubjeft  to  his  MajeEy’s  miniEers 
by  your  petitioners,  beginning  fo 
early  as  1773,  and  continued  to 
the  8th  of  December,  1779;  an.d 
that  addrefes  on  the  fame  were 
made  to  his  MajeEy  by  the  af- 
fembly  of  Jamaica,  as  alfo  a  re¬ 
presentation  of  the  want  of  men, 
Eiips,  Eores,  arms,  ammunition, 
and  of  every  othur  means  for  their 
defence ;  yet  they  never  did,  at 
any  time,  receive  from  the  faid 
miniEers  any  anfwers,  other  than 
excufes,  on  account  of  the  number 
of  Eiips  employed  on  the  Ame¬ 
rican  and  home  fervice,  and  cer¬ 
tain  loofe  general  aiTurances,  from 
which  they  received  little  com¬ 
fort,  and  have  reaped  no  advan¬ 
tage  ;  and  that  even  the  poEtive 
aEurances  of  the  governor  to  the 
afiembly  of  the  illand,  of  his  Ma¬ 
jeEy’s  gracious  intention  that  the 
fquadron  on  that  Eation  Erould  be 
confiderabiy  reinforced,  have  not 
been  fulfilled. 

Your  petitioners  moE  humbly 
requdl  the  attention  of  this  houfe 
to  their  paE  and  prefent  fituation, 
pledging  themfelves  to  prove,  be- 

[ E]  3  yond 
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fr) 


yond  a  doubt,  the  truth  of  their 
allegations.  In  the  mean  time, 
your  petitioners  acquaint  this 


’honourable 
a  ftronp- 


houfe,  that,  unlefs 


reo-ular 

O 


law  force  be  per¬ 


manently  eftablifhed  in  Jamaica 
during  the  war,  and  a  con- 
fiderable  fleet  fcationed  there, 
they  cannot  think  that  ifland  in  a 
date  of  fecurity.  This  they  con¬ 
ceive  ■  thetnfelves  as  Englishmen 
bound  to  lay  before  the  reprefent- 
atives  of"  the  people  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  humbly  claiming  protection 
as  their  undoubted  right  ;  and 
looking  back  with  horror  at 


tin 


dangers  from 


which 


(by  the  foie 


difpofttion  of  the  Divine  Provi¬ 
dence)  they  have  efcaped,  whilft 
fundry  of  their  fellow- fubj efts  are 
now  obliged  to  proftrate  thern- 
felves  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  of 
the  French  king,  to  implore  the 
mercy  of  that  monarch,  inftbad  of 
the  proteflion  of  their  natural 


fovereign, 


C1  he  ‘Memorial  prefented  by  Sir 
jofeph  Yorke,  the  Engliih  Arn- 
hajfador  Extraordinary  at  the 
Hague,  the  zift  Day  cf  March, 
was  to  the  following  Purport  : 


IfbO. 

of  public  tranquillity,  and  the 
prefervation  of  that  juft  equili¬ 
brium  which  has  been  fo  often 
troubled  by  the  ambitious  polieg 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 

When  the  Court  of  Ver failles, 
in  direff  violation  of  public  faith. 


and  the  common  right  of  all  fo¬ 


ie 


veremns 

O 

league  made 


>  reive 


th 


e 


with  his  Maieftv’s 


peace  by  3, 
.  ajefry 

rebellious  fubjefls,  which  was 
avowed  and  formally  declared  by 
the  Marquis  de  Noailles,  when 
France,  byimmenfe  preparations. 


man! felled5  a  defign  to  annihilate 


High  qnd  mighty  Lords, 

p^HE  King,  my  mailer,  has 
always  cultivated  the  friend- 


fnip  of  your  High  MightineiTes, 
and  has  always  looked  upon  the 
alliance  which  has  fo  long  fub- 
fifted  between  the  two  nations  as 
founded  on  the  wifeft  principles, 
and  effential  to  their  mutual  wel¬ 
fare.  The  principal  objefls  of 
that  alliance,  fupported  upon,  the 
iftrong  bafts  of  common  intereft, 
are  the  fecurity  and  prefperity  of 
me  two  Hates,  the  maintenance 


the  maritime  power  of  England, 
the  king  thought  your  High 
Mipditineffes  too  fenfible  not  to 

O  ^  . 

fee  that  the  welfare  of  the  Re¬ 
public  was  fo  dofely  connedted 
with  that  of  Great-f>ritain,  as  to 
induce  you  to  h alien  to  its  fuccoar. 
One  of  his  Majeily’s  fir  ft  cares 
was  to  inform  your  High  Migh¬ 
tineiTes  of  all  the  circumftances  of 
that  unjuft  war,  and  in  she  cri¬ 
tical  fttuation  in  which  the  king 
found  himfelf  he  did  not  forget 
the  interefts  of  his  ancient  allies, 
but  on  the  contrary,  fhewed  the 
fmcereft  deftre  to  favour  the  trade 
and  free  navigation  of  the  Re¬ 
public  as  much  as  the  welfare  of 
his  people  \yould  permit ;  he  even 
refrained  a  lone-  time  to  reclaim 
the  fuccours  ftipulated  by  treaty, 
and  thourdi  he  fulfilled  his  own 

O  ^ 

engagements,  did  not  require  the 
fame  from  your  Fligh  Mighti- 
nelies ;  the  reclamation  in  quef- 
tion  was  not  made  till  the  united 


Forces  of 


ranee  am 


Spain  were 


ready  to  fall  upon  England  at 
once,  and  attempt  a  landing, 
with  the  ailiftan.ee  of  a  formidable 
fleet.  Although  they  were  frus¬ 
trated  in  that  enterprize,  the 
king’s  enemies  are  ftill  medi¬ 
tating-  the  fame  projects ;  and  it  is, 

by 
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tv  the  exprefs  order  of  his  Ma- 
jcfty,  that  the  underwritten  again 
renews,  in  the  moil  formal  manner, 
the  demand  of  the  fuccours  ilipu- 
lated  by  different  treaties,  and 
particularly  that  of  1716. 

Hitherto  your  High  Mighti- 
neiies  have  been  filent  upon  this 
eftential  article,  whilit  you  infilled 
upon  a  forced  interpretation  of 
the  treaty  of  commerce  of  the 
year  1674,  again II  the  abufe  of 
which  Great-Britain  at  all  times 
protelled.  This  interpretation 
cannot  be  reconciled  with  the 
clear  and  particular  ilipulation  of 
the  fecret  article  of  the  treaty  of 
peace  of  the  fame  year.  An  ar¬ 
ticle  of  a  treaty  of  commerce  can- 
notxannul  lb  eifential  an  article  of 
a  treaty  of  peace,  and  both  are 
exprefsiy  comprehended  in  the 
principal  treaty  of  alliance  of 
J678,  by  which  your  High  Migh- 
tineifes  are  obliged  to  furniih  hip 
Ivlajefty  with  the  required  fuc- 
cours.  You  are  too  wife  and  too 
juft  not  to  feel  that  all  the  en¬ 
gagements  between  powers  ought 
to  be  mutually  and  reciprocally 
obferved,  and  although  they  were 
agreed  upon  at  different  periods, 
do  alike  bind  the  con  trailing  par¬ 
ties.  This  inconteftable  principle 
is  the  mere  applicable  here,  as 
the  treaty  of  17  j6  renews  all  the 
anterior  engagements  bettveen  the 
Crown  of  England  and  the  Re¬ 
public,  and  in  a  manner  includes 
them  in  one. 

The  underwritten  had  further 
orders  to  declare  to  your  High 
Mightineffes,  that  he  was  ready 
to  enter  into  conference  with  you 
to  regulate,  in  an  amicable  man¬ 
ner,  all  that  was  necelfary  to  pre¬ 
vent  amifunderlianding,  and  every 
pther  difagreeable  event,  by  con- 
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ccrting  meafures  which  flic  uld  be 
both  equitable  and  advantageous 
to  the  lubjcdls  of  both  countries  ; 
but  this  amicable  overture  was 
refuftd  in  a  manner  as  un expelled 
and  extraordinary  as  unufual  be¬ 
tween  two  friendly  powers :  and 
without  paying  any  attention  ei¬ 
ther  to  the  repeated  public  and 
private  reprefentations  relative  to 
convoys,  your  High  Mightineffes 
not  only  granted  thefe  convoys  to 
different  forts  of  naval  ftores,  but 
more  .particularly  ordered  that  a 
certain  number  of  men  of  war 
fhould  be  ready  for  the  future  to 
convoy  naval  ammunition  of  all 
/cuts  to  the  ports  or  France,  and 
•  that  at  a  time  when  the  fubjefts  of 
the  republic  enjoyed  by  treaty  a 
liberty  and  extent  of  commerce 
far  beyond  what  the.  right  of  na¬ 
tions  grants  to  neutral  powers. 

This  refolution,  and  the  orders 
given  to  Rear-admiral  Count  By¬ 
land,  to  oppefe  by  force  the  fearch- 
ing  of  the  merchant-fhips  brought 
on  an  incident  which  tli-e  friend- 
fnip  of  the  king  delired  much  to 
prevent*.;  but  it  is  notorious,  that 
that  admiral,  in  confequence  of 
his  mftructions,  fired  firft  at  the 
boats  under  Englifti  colours,  which 
were  tent  to  examine  the  fhips  in 
the  manner  preferibed  by  the 
treaty  of  1674. 

This  then  is  a  manifeft  ag- 
greffton,  a  direft  violation  of  that 
fame  treaty  which  your  High 
Mightineffes  fee-m  to  look  upon 
as  the  molt  facred  of  all.  His 
Majefty  had  before -hand  made 
reiterated  reprefentations  upon  the 
neceffity  and  juftice  of  the  exa¬ 
mination,  which  had  taken  place 
in  all  analogous  circumftances,  and 
is  fully  authorized  by  the  treaty. 
They  were  apprized  in  London, 
JTJ  4  that 
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that  a  number  cf  veffels  were  at 
the  Texel,  laden  with  naval  {lores, 
and  particularly  mails,  and  large 
{hip-building  timber,  ready  to 
fail  for  France,  with  or  under  a 
Dutch  convoy,  The  event  prov¬ 
ed  the  truth  of  thefe  informations, 
as  feveral  of  thefe  veffels  were 
found  even  under  the  faid  convoy, 
the  greated  part  of  them  efcaped, 
and  furnilhed  France  with  very 
efficacious  fupplies,  of  which  they 
ilood  in  great  need,  Whilxt  your 
High  Mightineffes  thus  affided 
the  king’s  enemies,  by  favouring 
the  tranfportation  of  thefe  fuc- 
cours,  you  impofed  a  heavy  pe¬ 
nalty  on  thofe  fubjedls  of  the  Re* 
public  who  fnould  fupply  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Gibraltar  with  provifions, 
although  that  place  is  compre¬ 
hended  in  the  general  guarantee 
of  all  the  Britilh  poffeffions  in  Eu¬ 
rope,  and  although  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  Spain  had  difturbed  the  trade 
of  the  Republic  in  an  unprecedent¬ 
ed  and  outrageous  manner. 

It  is  not  only  on  thefe  occasions 
that  the  conduct  of  your  High 
Mightineffes  towards  the  king, 
and  towards  the  enemies  of  his 
majedy,  holds  up  a  {Diking  con¬ 
trail  to  the  impartial  eyes  of  all 
the  world.  No  one  can  be  igno¬ 
rant  of  what  has  paffed  in  Paul 
Jones’s  affair  :  the  afylum  granted 
to  that  pirate  was  dire £11  y  contrary 
to  the  treaty  of  Breda  in  1667, 
and  to  your  High  Mightineffes 
Placard  in  1756;  befides  which, 
although  your  High  Mightineffes 
have,  and  dill  continue  to  keep  an 
abfolute  filence  relative  to  the  juft 
reclamations  of  his  majedy,  yet, 
upon  the  fimple  requeft  of  the 
king’s  enemies,  you  allured  them 
you  would  obferve  a  drift  and  un¬ 
limited  neutrality,  without  any 


exceptions  of  the  ancient  engage¬ 
ments  of  the  Republic,  founded 
on  the  mod  folemn  treaties. 

Notwithdanding  all  this,  the 
king  is  willing  to  perfuade  him- 
felf,  that  all  that  has  paffed  is 
lefs  to  be  attributed  to  the  real 
fentiments  of  your  High  Mighti¬ 
neffes  than  to  the  artifices  of  his 
enemies,  who,  after  fowing  dif- 
cord  between  the  members  of  the 
States,  have  by  threats  and  pro- 
mifes  endeavoured  to  fet  them 
againd  their  ancient  ally. 

His  majedy  cannot  think  that 
your  High  Mightineffes  have  re- 
folved  to  abandon  a  fydem  that 
the  Republic  has  kept  to  for  more 
than  a  century  with  fo  much  fuc- 
cefs  and  fo  much  glory. 

But  if  fuch  is  the  refolution  of 
your  High  Mightineffes ;  if  you 
are  determined  to  break  the  al¬ 
liance  with  Great  Britain  by  re- 
fufing  to  fulfil  your  engagements, 
things  will  bear  a  new  face  ;  the 
king  will  fee  any  fuch  change 
with  a  very  fenfible  regret,  but 
the  confequences  will  be  neceffary 
and  inevitable.  If  by  an  afl  of 
your  High  Mightineffes  the  Re¬ 
public  ceafe  to  be  an  ally  of  his 
majedy,  the  relations  between  the 
two  nations  are  totally  changed, 
and  they  have  no  other  connec¬ 
tions,  no  other  ties,  than  thofe 
which  fubfift  between  neutral  pow¬ 
ers  in  friendihip  and  unity.  Every 
treaty  being  reciprocal,  if  your 
High  Mightineffes  will  not  fulfil 
your  engagements,  the  confe- 
quence  mud  be,,  that  thofe  on  the 
part  of  the  king  ceafe  to  be  any 
longer  binding.  It  is  in  depart¬ 
ing  from  thefe  incontedable  prin¬ 
ciples,  that  his  majedy  has  or¬ 
dered  the  underwritten  to  declare 
to  your  High  Mightineffes,  in  the 
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moft  amicable,  but  yet  the  moft 
ierious  manner,  that  if,  contrary 
to  his  juft  expectations,  your  High 
Mightineffes  do  not,  in  the  courfe 
of  three  weeks,  from  the  day  of 
the  prefcntation  of  this  memorial, 
give  a  fatisfaCtory  anfwer  relative 
to  the  fuccours  reclaimed  eight 
months  ago  ;  his  majefty  will  look 
upon  fuch  conduC't  as  breaking  oft" 
the  alliance  on  the  part  of  your 
High  Mightineffes,  and  will  not 
look  upon  the  United  Provinces 
in  any  other  light  than  on  the  foot¬ 
ing  of  other  neutral  powers,  un¬ 
privileged  by  treaty,  and  confe- 
quently  will  fufpend,  till  further 
orders,  all  the  particular  ftipula- 
tions  of  the  treaties  made  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  fubjects  of  the  Repub¬ 
lic,  particularly  thofe  of  the  treaty 
of  1674,  and  will  only  hold  to  the 
general  principles  of  the  right  of 
nations,  which  ferves  as  a  rule  for 
neutral  and  unprivileged  powers. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  March  21, 
1780.  (Signed) 

Joseph  Yorke. 

''The  follo'-ifjlng  pro'vifonal  A?ifiver 

nuas  given  to  the  above  Memo¬ 
rial. 

THAT  their  High  Might!- 
neftes  are  very  deftrous  to  coincide 
with  the  wifhes  of  his  Britiih  ma¬ 
jefty,  by  giving  a  pofitive  anfwer 
to  the  memorial  delivered  by  his 
ambalfador,  but  that  their  High 
Mightineffes  forefee,  that  from 
the  nature  of  the  government  of 
the  Republic,  it  is  impoftible  to 
return  an  anfwer  in  three  weeks 
time,  as  the  memorial  mu. ft  be  de¬ 
liberated  upon  by  the  different 
provinces,  and  their  refolutions 
waited  for.  That  their  High 
Mightineffes  are  affured  his  ma- 


jefty  would  not  wilh  rigorouffy  to 
keep  to  the  before- mentioned 
time,  that  their  High  Mightinef¬ 
fes  might  be  able  to  conclude 
upon  an  anfwer  in  a  manner  con¬ 
formable  to  the  conftitution  of 
the  Republick,  in  which  they  had 
no  right  to  make  any  alteration, 
and  they  promife  to  accelerate  the 
deliberations  upon  that  head  & 
much  as  poffible. 


Declaration  of  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  April  ljth,  1780. 

WHEREAS  fince  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  war  in 
which  Great  Britain  is  engaged 
by  the  unprovoked  aggreflion  of 
h ranee  and  Spain,  repeated  me¬ 
morials  have  been  prefented  by 
his  majefty’s  ambaflador  to  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces,  demanding  the  fuccours 
ftipulated  by  treaty;  to  which  re- 
quifttion,  though  ftrongly  called 
upon  in  the  laft  memorial  of  the 
2 1 ft  of  March,  their  High  Migh- 
tineftes  have  given  no  anfwer,  nor 
figniffed  any  intention  of  comply¬ 
ing  therewith  :  and  whereas  by  the 
non-performance  of  the  cleared: 
engagements,  they  defert  the  al¬ 
liance  that  has  fo  long  fubfifted 
between  the  crown  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  the  Republic,  and  place 
themfelves  in  the  condition  of  a 
neutral  power,  bound  to  this  king¬ 
dom  by  no  treaty,  every  princi¬ 
ple  of  wifdom  and  juftice  requires 
that  his  majefty  ftiould  conftder 
them  henceforward  as  ftanding 
only  in  that  diftant  relation  in 
which  they  have  placed  them¬ 
felves  :  his  majefty  therefore  hav¬ 
ing  taken  this  matter  into*  his 
royal  confederation,  doth,  by  .and 

with 
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with  the  advice  of  his  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  judge  it  expedient  to  carry 
into  immediate  execution  thole 
intentions  which  were  formally 
notified  in  the  memorial  prefen  ted 
by  his  ambaffador  on  the  2 1  it  of 
March  laft,  and  previoully  figni- 
fied  in  an  official  verbal  declara¬ 
tion,  made  by  Lord  Vifcount 
Stormont,  one  of  his  majefty’s 
principal  fecretaries  of  Hate,  to 
'Count  Weldefen,  envoy  extraor¬ 
dinary  and  plenipotentiary  from 
the  Republick,  nearly  two  months 
before  the  delivery  of  the  aforefaid 
memorial :  for  thefe  caufes,  his 
majefty,  by  and  'with  the  advice 
of  his  privy  council,  doth  declare, 
that  the  fubjefts  of  the  United 
Provinces  are  henceforward  to  be 
confidered  upon  the  fame  footing 
with  thofe  of  other  neutral  Hates 
not  privileged  by  treaty  ;  and  Ins 
majefty  doth  hereby  fufpend,  pro- 
vifionally,  and  till  further  order, 
all  the  particular  ftipulations  re- 
fpedting  the  freedom  of  naviga¬ 
tion  and  commerce,  in  time  of 
war,  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  States 
General,  contained  in  the  feveral 
'“treaties  now7  fubfifting  between  his 
majefty  and  the  Republick,  and 
more  particularly  thofe  contained 
in  the  marine  treaty  between 
Great  Britain  and  the  United 
Provinces,  concluded  at  London, 
December  yT,  1674. 

From  a  humane  regard  to  the 
interefts  of  individuals,  and  a  de- 
iire  to  prevent  their  fuffering  by 
any  furprize,  his  majefty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  of  his  privy  coun¬ 
cil,  doth  declare,  that  the  effect 
of  this  his  maj city’s  order  fhall 
take  place  at  the  following 
terms,  viz. 

la  the  channel  and  the  North 
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feas,  twelve  days  after  the  date 
hereof. 

From  the  channel,  the  Britilh 
feas,  and  the  North  feas,  as  far 
as  the  Canary  Iflands  in  cl  u  lively; 
either  in  the  ocean  or  Mediterra¬ 
nean,  the  term  fhall  be  fix  weeks 
from  the  aforefaid  date. 

Three  months  from,  the  faid  Ca¬ 
nary  lilands  as  far  as  the  equinoc¬ 
tial  line  or  Equator. 

And  laftly,  fix  months  beyond 
the  faid  line  or  Equator,  and  in 
all  other  parts  of  the  world,  with¬ 
out  any  exception  or  other  more 
particular  defeription  of  time  and 
place. 

Step a.  Cottrel. 


<The  Memorial  prefented  to  their 
High  Mightineffes  by  Prince 
Gallitzin,  the  Ruffian  Minifter, 
on  the  Part  of  the  Emprefs  his  So- 
cverei<yn . 

O 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 
r "1'"VHE  underwritten  envoy  ex¬ 
it  traordinary  from  the  Em¬ 
prefs  of  all  the  Ruffias  has  the 
honour  to  communicate  to  you  a 
copy  of  the  declaration  which  the 
emprefs  his  fovereign  has  made 
to  the  belligerent  powers.  Your 
High  Mightineffes  may  look  upon 
this  communication  as  a  particular 
mark  of  the  attention  of  the  Em¬ 
prefs  for  the  Republick,  which  is 
equally  interefted  in  the  reafons 
which  occafioned  tfie  declaration. 
He  has  further  orders  to  declare 
to  your  High  Mightineffes,  in  the 
name  of  her  Imperial  Majefty, 
that  how  defirous  foever  Ihe  may 
be  on  the  one  hand  to  maintain 
the  drifted:  neutrality  during  the 
prefect  war,  yet  her  majefty  is  as 

deter- 
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determined  to  take  the  moil  effica¬ 
cious  means  to  fupport  the  honour 
of  the  Ruffian  flag,  the  fecurity  of 
the  trade,  and  the  navigation  of 
her  fubjefts,  and  not  fuffer  either 
to  be  hurt  by  any  of  the  beilige- 
rant  powers  ;  that,  in  order  to 
prevent  on  this  occafion  any  nhl- 
underflanding  or  falfe  interpreta¬ 
tion,  fhe  thought  it  neceflary  to 
fpecify  in  the  declaration  the  li¬ 
mits  of  a  free  trade,  and  what  is 
called  contraband.  That,  if  the 
definition  of  the  former  is  founded 
upon  the  cleared:  notions  of  natu¬ 
ral  right,  the  latter  is  literally 
taken  from  the  treaty  of  commerce 
between  Rulfla  and  Great  Britain, 
bv  which  her  Imperial  Mayefty 
means  inconteftably  to  prove  her 
good  faith  and  impartiality  to¬ 
wards  each  party  ;  that  fhe  confe- 
quently  apprehends  that  the  other 
trading  powers  will  immediately 
come  into  her  way  of  thinking  re¬ 
lative  to  neutrality. 

From  thefe  confi derations,  her 
Imperial  Majefty  has  ordered  the 
underwritten  to  invite  your  High 
Mightinefles  to  make  a  common 
caufe  with  her,  as  fuch  an  union 
may  ferve  to  protect  the  trade  and 
navigation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
obferve  a  ftrift  neutrality,  and  to 
communicate  to  your  High  Migh- 
tinefles  the  regulation  ffi»  has  in 
confequence  taken. 

The  fame  invitation  has  been 
made  to  the  Courts  of  Copenha¬ 
gen,  Stockholm,  and  Lifbon,  in 
order  that  by  the  united  endea¬ 
vours  of  all  the  neutral  maritime 
powers,  a  natural  fyilem,  founded 
on  juftice,  might  be  eftablifned 
and  legalifed  in  favour  of  the 
trade  of  neutral  nations,  which  by 
its  real  advantages  might  ferve  for 
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a  rule  for  future  ages. 
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The  underwritten  does  not 
doubt  but  your  High  Mightinefles 
will,  without  delay,  take  the  in¬ 
vitation  of  her  Imperial  Majefty 
into  confideration,  and  concur  in 
immediately  making  a  declaration 
to  the  belligerent  powers,  found¬ 
ed  on  the  lame  principles  as  that 
ol  the  emprefs,  explaining  at  the 
lame  time  the  nature  of  a  free 
and  contraband  trade,  conform¬ 
able  to  their  refpediive  treaties 
with  the  Other  nations. 

For  the  reft  the  underwritten 
has  the  honour  to  allure  your 
High  Mightinefles,  that  if,  to 
eftabiifh  iuch  a  glorious  and  ad¬ 
vantageous  fy Ice ni  upon  the  moft 
folid  bails,  they  wilhed  to  open  a 
negociation  with  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  neutral  powers  on  this  fub- 
jetft,  the  emprefs,  his  fovereign, 
is  ready  to  join  you. 

Your  Mightinefles  will  eafilv 
fee  the  neceffity  of  accelerating 
your  reloi  utions  upon  objects  of 
Inch  importance  and  advantage 
for  humanity  in  general.  The 
underwritten  begs  of  you  to  give 
him  a  fpeedy  anfvver. 

Demetri  Pin n c e  Gal- 
lit  z  1  n  . 

Hague,  Ap ri l  3 ,  1  7  8  o . 


Declaration  from  the  Emprefs  of 
Ruffia  to  the  Courts  'of  London, 
Verfaiiles,  and  Madrid. 

npHE  Emprefs  of  all  the 
J[  Raffias  has  fo  fully  mani- 
fefted  her  fentiments  of  equity  and 
moderation,  and  has  given  fuch 
evident  proofs,  during  the  courfe 
of  the  war  that  fhe  fupported 
again  ft  the  Ottoman  Porte,  of  the 
regard  fhe  has  for  the  rights  of 
neutrality  and  the  liberty  of  uni- 

verfal 
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verfal  commerce,  as  all  Europe 
can  witnefs.  This  conduit,  as 
Will  as  the  principles  of  impar¬ 
tiality  that  hie  has  displayed  dur¬ 
ing  the  prefen t  war,  juftly  in¬ 
spires  her  with  the  fulleii  confi¬ 
dence,  that  her  fubjeits  would 
peaceably  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their 
induftry  and  the  advantages  be¬ 
longing  to  a  neutral  nation.  Expe¬ 
rience  has  neverthelefs  proved  the 
contrary.  Neither  the  above- 
mentioned  considerations  nor  the 
regard  to  the  rights  of  nations 
have  prevented  the  fubjeits  of  her 
Imperial  Majefty  from  being  often 
inolelied  in  their  navigation,  and 
flopped  in  their  operations  by 
thole  of  the  belligerent  powers. 

Thefe  hindrances  to  the  liberty 
of  trade  in  general,  and  to  that 
of  Ruffia  in  particular,  are  of  a 
nature  to  excite  the  attention  of 
all  neutral  nations.  The  emprefs 
finds  herfeif  obliged  therefore  to 
free  it  by  all  the  means  compati¬ 
ble  with  her  dignity  and  the 
well-being  of  her  fubjeils;  but, 
before  fhe  puts  this  into  execution, 
and  with  a  fmcere  intention  to 
prevent  any  future  infringements, 
fhe  thought  it  but  juft  to  publifli 
to  all  Europe  the  principles  fhe 
means  to  follow,  which  are  the 
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propereft  to  prevent  any  mifun- 
derft  anding,  or  any  occurrences 
that  may  occafion  it.  Her  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefty  does  it  with  the  more 
confidence,  as  fhe  finds  thefe  prin¬ 
ciples  coincident  with  the  primi¬ 
tive  right  of  nations  which  every 
people  may  reclaim,  and  which 
the  belligerent  powers  cannot  in¬ 
validate  without  violating  the 
jaws  of  neutrality,  and  without 
difavowing  the  maxims  they  have 
adopted  in  the  different  treaties 
and  public  engagements. 


They  are  reducible  to  the  fol¬ 
lowing  points  : 

Firft,  That  all  neutral  flips 
may  heely  navigate  from  port  to 
port,  .^and  on  the  co.afts  of  nations 
at  war. 

Secondly,  That  the  effects  be¬ 
longing  to  the  fubjeits  of  the  faid 
warring  powers  fhall  be  free  in  all 
neutral  veffels,  except  contraband 
merchandife. 

Thirdly,  That  the  emprefs,  as 
tp  the  Specification  of  the  above- 
mentioned  merchandife,  holds  to 
what  is  mentioned  in  the  10th 
and  nth  articles  of  her  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britain,  ex¬ 
tending  her  obligations  to  all  the 
powers  at  war. 

Fourthly,  That,  to  determine 
what  is  meant  by  a  blocked-up 
port,  this  is  only  to  be  underftood 
of  one  which  is  fo  well  kept  in  by 
the  fhips  of  the  power  that  attacks 
it,  and  which  keep  their  places, 
that  it  is  dangerous  to  enter  in¬ 
to  it. 

Fifthly,  That  thefe  principle;? 
ferve  as  a  rule  for  proceedings 
and  judgments  upon  the  legality 
of  prizes. 

Her  Imperial  Majefty,  in  mak¬ 
ing  thefe  points  public,  does  not 
heiitate  to  declare,  that  to  main¬ 
tain  them,  and  to  protect  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  her  flag,  the  fecurity  of 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  her 
fubjeils,  flie  has  prepared  the 
great  eft  part  of  her  maritime  forces. 
This  meafure  will  not,  however, 
influence  the  ftriit  neutrality  fhe 
•does  obferve,  and  will  obferve,  fo 
long  as  flie  is  not  provoked  and 
forced  to  break  the  bounds  of  mo¬ 
deration  and  perfect  impartiality. 
It  will  be  only  in  this  extremity 
that  her  fleet  have  orders  to  go 

wherever 
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wherever  honour,  intered,  and 
need  may  require. 

In  giving  this  iolemn  affurance 
with  the  ufual  opennels  of  her 
character,  the  emprefs  cannot  do 
other  than  promile  herfelf  that  the 
belligerent  powers,  convinced  of 
the  fentiments  of  juftice  and  equi¬ 
ty  which  animate  her,  will  con¬ 
tribute  towards  the  accomplidi- 
ment  of  thefe  falutary  purpoles, 
which  manifeftly  tend  to  the  good 
of  all  nations,  and  to  the  advan¬ 
tage  even  of  thofe  at  war.  In 
confequence  of  which,  her  Impe¬ 
rial  Majedy  will  furnifh  her  com¬ 
manding  officers  with  indruftions 
conformable  to  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  principles,  founded  upon 
the  primitive  laws  of  people,  and 
fo  often  adopted  in  their  conven¬ 
tions. 

Anfwer  from  the  Court  of  Great 
jBritain  to  the  Declaration  of  the 
E?nprej's  of  Ruffia;  fent  to  the 
Britilh  Envoy  at  Peterfburgh, 
April  23 ,  1780. 

DURING  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  wherein  his  Britannick  Ma¬ 
jedy  finds  himfelf  engaged  through 
the  unprovoked  aggrefficn  of 
France  and  Spain,  he  hath  con- 
ftantly  manifefted  his  fentiments 
of  j  ukice,  equity,  and  modera¬ 
tion,  in  every  part  of  his  con¬ 
duct.  His  majeily  hath  afted  to¬ 
wards  friendly  and  neutral  powers 
according  to  their  own  procedure 
refpecting  Great  Britain,  and  con¬ 
formable  to  the  cleared  principles 
generally  acknowledged  as  the 
law  of  nations*  being  the  only 
lav/  between  powers  where  no 
treaties  fubfid,  and  agreeable  to 
the  tenour  of  his  different  engage¬ 
ment*  with  other  powers  3  thofe 
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engagements  have  altered  this 
primitive  law,  by  mutual  dipula- 
tions,  proportioned  to  the  will 
and  convenience  of  the  contracting 
parties. 

Strongly  attached  to  her  Ma- 
jedy  of  all  the  Rudias,  by  the 
ties  of  reciprocal  friendfhip,  and 
common  intered,  the  king,  from 
the  commencement  of  thofe  trou¬ 
bles,  gave  the  mod  precife  orders 
refpefting  the  dag  of  her  Imperial 
Majedy,  and  the  commerce  of  her 
fubjefts,  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  the  tenour  of  the  en¬ 
gagements  dipulated  by  his  treaty 
of  commerce  with  her,  and  to 
which  he  fhall  adhere  with  the 
mod  ferupulous  exaftnefs. 

The  orders  to  this  intent  have 
been  renewed,  and  the  utmod  care 
will  be  taken  for  their  drifted  ex¬ 
ecution. 

It  may  be  prefumed,  not  the 
lead  irregularity  will  happen  ;  but 
in  cafe  any  infringements,  con¬ 
trary  to  thefe  repeated  orders/ 
take  place,  the  Courts  of  Admi¬ 
ralty,  which  in  this,  like  all 
other  countries,'  are  edablifhed  to' 
take  cognizance  of  fuch  matters, 
and  in  all  cafes  do  judge  folely  by 
the  law  of  nations,  and  by  the 
fpecidek'  dipulations  of  different 
treaties,  will  redrefs  every  hard- 
fhip  in  fo  equitable  a  manner/ 
that  her  Imperial  Majedy  fhall  be 
perfectly  fatisfied,  and  acknow- 
ledgealike  fpirit  ofjudice  which" 
die  herfelf  poffeffes. 

Anfnver  from  the  King  of  France 
to  the  Declaration  of  the  Emprefs 
of  Ruffia. 

THE  war  in  which  the  king 
is  engaged  having  no  other  objeft 
than  the  attachment  of  his  ma- 

jelly 
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jefly  to  the  freedom  of  the  Teas, 
he  could  not  hut  with  the  triieit 
fatis faction  fee  the  Emprefs  of 
Rufiia  adopt  the  fame  principle, 
and  refolve  to  maintain  it.  That 
which  her  Imperial  Majefly  claims 
from  the  belligerent  powers  is  no 
other  than  the  rules  already  pre- 
ferihed  to  the  French  marine,  the 
execution  of  which  is  maintained 
with  an  exactitude  known  and  ap¬ 
plauded  by  all  Europe* 

The  liberty  of  neutral  vefiels, 
refrained  only  in  a  few  cafes,  is 
the  dired  confequence  of  neutral 
right,  the  fafeguard  of  all  nations, 
and  the  relief  even  of  thofe  at  war. 
The  king  has  been  deiirous,  not 
only  to  procure  a  freedom  of  na¬ 
vigation  to  the  fubjects  of  the 
Emprefs  of  Raffia,  but  to  thofe  of 
all  the  dates  who  hold  their  neu¬ 
trality,  and  that  upon  the  fame 
conditions  as  are  announced  in 
the  treaty  to  which  his  majefly 
this  day  anfwers. 

His  majefly  thought  he  had 
taken  a  great  hep  for  the  general 
good,  and  prepared  a  glorious 
epoch  a  for  his  reign,  by  fixing,  by 
Ins  example,  the  rights  which 
every  belligerent  power  may,  and 
ought  to. acknowledge,  to  be  due 
to  neutral  veflels.  His  hopes  have 
not  been  deceived,  as  the  emprefs, 
in  avowing  the  flriclefi  neutrality, 
has  declared  in  favour  of  a  fyftem 
which  the  king  is  fupporting  at 
the  price  of  his  people's  blood, 
and  that  her  majefly  adopts  the 
fame  rights  as  he  would  wifh  to 
make  the  bafts  of  the  m  anti  rue 
code. 

If  fre fit  orders  were  necefiafy  to 
prevent  the  veflels  of  her  Imperial 
Majefly  from  being  dill  nr  bed  in 
their  navigation  by  the  fubjeCls  of 
the  king,  his  majefly  would  im¬ 
mediately  give  them  ;  but  the 


emprefs  will  no  cloubt  be  fiatisfi.£c! 
with  the  difpofitions  made  by  his 
majefly  in  the  regulations  he  has 
publifiied.  They  do  not  hold  by 
circumfiances  only,  but  they  are 
founded  on  the  right  of  nations, 
and  quite  fuitable  to  a  prince 
who  finds  the  happinefs  of  his 
own  kingdom  in  that  of  general 
profperky.  The  king  wiihes  her 
Imperial  Majefly  would  add  to 
the  means  fhe  has  fixed  to  de¬ 
termine  what  merchandizes  are 
reckoned  contraband  in  time  of 
war,  precife  rules  in  the  form  of 
the  fea-papers  with  which  the 
Ruffian  fhips  will  be  furnifhed. 
With  this  precaution,  his  ma- 
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jefly  is  allured  nothing  will  hap¬ 
pen  to  make  him  regret  the  hav¬ 
ing  put  the  Ruffian  navigators  on 
as  advantageous  a  footing  as  can 
be  in  time  of  war.  Happy  cir- 
cu reliances  have  more  than  once 
occurred  to  prove  to  the  courts 
how  important  it  is  for  them  to 
explain  themfelves  freely  relative 
to  their  refpeClive  interefls. 

His  majefly  is  very  happy  to 
have  explained  his  way  of  think¬ 
ing  to  her  Imperial  Majefly  upon 
fo  interefting  a  point  for  Rufiia, 
and  the  trading  powers  of  Europe. 
He  the  more  fmcerely  applauds 
the  principles  and  views  of  the 
emprefs,  as  his  majefly  partakes 
of  the  fame  fen timents  which  have 
brought  her  majefly  to  adopt 
thofe  meafures  which  mult  be  to 
the  advantage  of  her  own  fubjecls,- 
and  all  other  nations.- 

Ver failles ,  Ap  ril  2  5  ,  1780. 

Anfwer  from  the  King  of  Spain,- 
to  the  Declaration  of  the  Emprefs' 
of  Rufiia. 

THE  king,  being  informed  of 
the  emprefs’s  •fentimerits  with  re- 
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fpefl  to  the  belligerent  and  neu¬ 
tral  powers,  by  a  memorial  re¬ 
mitted  to  the  Comte  de  Florida 
Blanca,  on  the  15th  infl.  by  Mr. 
Etienne  de  Zinovvief,  Minifter  to 
her  Imperial  Majefty  :  the  king 
confiders  this  as  the  efFedt  of  a 
juft  confidence  which  his  majefty 
has  on  his  part  merited  ;  and  it  is 
yet  more  agreeable  that  the  prin¬ 
ciples  adopted  by  this  fovereign 
fhould  be  the  fame  as  have  always 
guided  the  king,  and  which. his 
majefty  has  for  a  long  time,  but 
without  fuccefs,  endeavoured  to 
caufe  England  to  obferve,  while 
Spain  remained  neuter.  Thefe 
principles  are  founded  in  juftice, 
equity  and  moderation  ;  and  thefe 
fame  principles  Ruffia  and  all  the 
other  powers  have  experienced  in 
the  relolutions  formed  by  his  ma¬ 
jefty;  and  it  has  been  entirely 
owing  to  the  conduct  of  the  Eng- 
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liih  navy,  both  in  the  laft  and  the 
prefent  war  (a  conduit  wholly 
fubverfive  of  the  received  rules  a- 
mor.g  neutral  powers)  that  his 
majefty  has  been  obliged  tp  follow 
their  example ;  iince  the  Englifh 
paying  no  refpeft  to  a  neutral  flag, 
if  the  fame  be  laden  with  effects 
belonging  to  the  enemy,  even  if 
the  articles  fhould  not  be  contra¬ 
band,  and  that  flag  not  uflng  any 
means  of  defending  itfelf,  .there 
could  not  be  any  juft  caufe  why 
Spain  lliould  not  make  reprifals, 
to  indemnify  herfelf  for  the  great 
di  fad  vantages  fhe  muft  otherwife 
labour  under.  The  neutral  pow¬ 
ers  have  all'o  laid  themfelves  open 
to  the  inconveniencies  they  have 
buffered,  by  furnifhing  themfelves 
with  double  papers,  and  other 
artifices,  to  prevent  the  capture 
of  their  veflcls ;  from  which  have 
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followed  captures  and  detentions 
innumerable,  and  other  difagree- 
able  confequences,  though  in  rea¬ 
lity  not  fo  prejudicial  as  pretend¬ 
ed  ;  on  the  contrary,  fome  of  thefe 
detentions  have  turned  to  the  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  proprietors,  as  the 
goods,  being  fold  in  the  port 
where  they  were  condemned,  have 
frequently  gone  off  at  a  higher 
price  than  they  would  have  done  at 
the  place  of  their  deftination. 

The  king,  neverthelefs,  not  con- 
ten  ted  with  thefe  proofs  of  his 
j unification,  which  have  been  ma- 
nifeft  to  all  Europe,  will  this  day 
have  the  glory  of  being  the  firft  to 
give  the  example  of  refpeiting'  the 
neutral  flag  of  all  the  courts  that 
have  confented,  or  fhall  confent, 
to  defend  it,  till  his  majefty  finds 
what  part  the  Englifh  navy  takes, 
and  whether  they  will,  together 
with  their  privateers,  keep  within 
proper  bounds.  And  to  fhew  to 
all  the  neutral  powers  how  much 
Spain  is  defircus  of  ohferving  the 
fame  rules  in  time  of  war  as  fhe 
was  directed  by  whilft  neuter,  his 
majefty  conforms  to  the  other 
points  contained  in  the  declaration 
of  Ruffia.  To  be  underftood,  ne¬ 
verthelefs,  that,  with  regard  to 
the  blockade  of  Gibraltar,  the 
danger  of  entering  fubfifts,  as  de¬ 
termined  by  the  fourth  article  of 
the  faid  declaration.  Thefe  dan¬ 
gers  may,  however,  be  avoided 
by  the  neutral  powers,  if  they  con¬ 
form  to  thofe  rules  of  precaution 
eftablifhed  by  his  majefty’s  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  13th  of  laft  March, 
which  has  been  communicated  to 
the  Court  of  Peterfburg  by  his 
minifter. 

Florida  Blanca. 

At  Aranjuez,  1 8  April,  1780. 

Decla - 


352]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780 


D eclaration  of  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark  and  Norway,  to  the  Courts 
<?/" London,  Verfailles,  and  Ma¬ 
drid. 

IF  the  moft  exafit  and  perfect 
neutrality,  with  the  mod:  re¬ 
gular  navigation,  and  the  mod 
inviolable  refped  to  treaties,  could 
have  kept  free  the  commerce  of 
the  fubje&s  of  the  King  of  Den¬ 
mark  and  Norway,  from  the  in¬ 
roads  of  the  powers  with  whom 
he  is  at  peace,  free  and  inde¬ 
pendent,  it  would  not  be  necef- 
fary  to  take  trieafures  to  irifure  to 
his  fubjeds  that  liberty  to  which 
they  have  the  mod  incontroverti¬ 
ble  right.  The  King  of  Denmark 
has  always  founded  his  gloryj 
and  his  grandeiir,  upon  the  edeerii 
and  confidence  of  other  people. 
It  has  been  his  rule,  from  the 
beginning  of  his  reign,  to  tedify 
to  all  the  powers,  his  friends,  a 
conduct  the  mod  capable  of  con¬ 
vincing  them  of  his  pacific  inten¬ 
tions,  and  of  his  defire  to  contri¬ 
bute  to  the  general  happinefs  of 
Europe*  His  proceedings  have 
always  been  conformable  to  thefe 
principles,  againd  which  nothing 
can  be  alledged ;  he  has  not,  till 
now,  addreffed  himfelf,  but  to 
the  powers  at  war,  to  obtain  a 
redrefs  of  his  griefs ;  and  he  has 
never  wanted  moderation  in  his 
demands,  nor  acknowledgments 
when  they  have  received  the  fuc- 
cefs  they  deferved  :  but  the  neu¬ 
tral  navigation  has  been  too  often 
moleded,  arid  the  mod  innocent 
commerce  of  his  fubjedh  too 
frequently  troubled  ;  fo  that  the 
king  finds  himfelf  obliged  to  take 
proper  meafures  to  affure  to  him¬ 
felf  and  his  allies,  the  fafety  of 
Eommerce  and  navigation,  and 


the  maintenance  of  the  inseparable 
rights  of  liberty  and  independence.. 
If  the  dudes  of  neutrality  are  fa- 
cred,  the  law  of  nations  has  alfo 
its  rights  avowed  by  all  impartial 
powers,  edablifhed  by  cudom,  and 
founded  upon  equity  and  reafon, 
A  nation  independent  and  neuter, 
does  riot  lofe  by  the  war  of  others 
the  rights  which  die  had  before 
the  war,  becaufe  peace  exids  be¬ 
tween  her  and  all  the  belligerent 
powers.  Without  receiving  or 
being  obliged  to  follow  the  laws 
of  either  of  them,  die  is  allowed 
to  follow,  in  all  places  (contra¬ 
band  excepted)  the  traffic  which 
die  would  have  a  right  to  do,  if 
peace  exided  with  all  Europe,  as 
it  exids  with  her.  The  king  pre¬ 
tends  to  nothing  beyond  what  the 
neutrality  allows  him.  This  is 
his  rule,  and  that  of  his  people  ; 
and  the  king  cannot  accord  to  the 
principle,  that  a  power  at  war  has 
a  right  to  interrupt  the  commerce 
of  his  fubjedts.  He  thinks  it  due 
to  himfelf,  and  his  fu  ejects,  faith- 
ful  observers  of  thefe  rules,  and 
to  the  powers  at  war  themfelves, 
to  declare  to  them  the  following 
principles,  which  he  has  always 
held,  and  which  he  will  always 
avow  and  maintain,  in  concert 
with  the  Emprefs  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
whofe  fentiments  he  finds  entirely 

conformable  with  his  own. 

..  * 

I.  That  neutral  vedels  have  a 
right  to  navigate  freely  from  port 
to  port,  even  on  the  coads  of  the 
powers  at  war. 

II.  That  the  Ciiedls  of  the  fub- 
je£ts  of  the  powers  at  war  diall  be 
free  in  neutral  vedels,  except  fucli 
as  are  deemed  contraband. 

III.  That  nothing  is  to  be  un- 
derdood  under  the  denomination^ 
of  contraband,  that  is  riot  ex- 
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prefsly  mentioned  as  fuch  in  the 
third  article  of  his  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce  with  Great  Britain,  in  the 
year  1670,  and  the  26th  and  27th 
articles  of  his  treaty  of  commerce 
with  France,  in  the  year  1742; 
and  the  king  will  equally  main¬ 
tain  thefe  rules  with  thofe  powers 
with  whom  he  has  no  treaty. 

IV.  That  he  will  look  upon 
as  a  fort  blocked  up,  into  which 
no  veffel  can  enter  without  evi¬ 
dent  danger,  on  account  of  veffels 
of  war  ftationed  there,  which  form 
an  effectual  blockade. 

V.  That  thefe  principles  ferve 
for  rules  in  procedure,  and  that 
juftice  lhall  be  expeditioufly  ren¬ 
dered,  after  the  rules  of  the  fea, 
conformably  to  treaty  and  ufage 
received. 

VI.  His  majeffy  does  not  heli- 
tate  to  declare,  that  he  will  main¬ 
tain  thefe  principles  with  ^he  ho¬ 
nour  of  his  flag,  and  the  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  com¬ 
merce  and  navigation  of  his 
fubjeCts ;  and  that  it  is  for  this 
purpofe  he  has  armed  a  part  of 
his  navy,  although  he  is  deflrous 
to  preferve,  with  all  the  powers 
at  war,  not  only  a  good  under- 
ftanding,  but  all  the  friendfliip 
which  the  neutrality  can  admit  of. 
The  king  will  never  recede  from 
thefe  principles,  unlefs  he  is 
forced  to  it :  he  knows  the  duties 
and  the  obligations,  he  refpeCts 
them  as  he  does  his  treaties,  and 
defires  no  other  than  to  maintain 
them.  His  majeffy  is  perfuaded, 
that  the  belligerent  powers  will 
acknowledge  the  juffice  of  his  mo¬ 
tives  ;  that  they  will  be  as  averfe  as 
himfelf  to  doing  any  thing  that  may 
Cpprefc  the  liberties  of  mankind, 
and  that  they  will  give  their  or¬ 
ders  to  their  admiralty  and  to 

Vol.  XXIII, 
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their  officers,  conformably  to  the 
principles  above  recited,  which 
tend  to  the  general  happinefs  and 
intereil  of  all  Europe. 

Copenhagen,  fuly%,  1780. 


Declaration  of  the  King  of  Sweden 
to  the  fame  Courts. 

EVER  fmcethe  beginning  of 
the  prefent  war,  the  king 
has  taken  particular  care  to  mani- 
feft  his  intentions  to  all  Europe. 
Fie  impofed  unto  himfelf  the  law 
of  a  perfect  neutrality;  he  ful¬ 
filled  all  the  duties  thereof  with 
the  moft  fcrupulous  exactitude ; 
and  in  confequence  thereof,  he 
thought  himfelf  entitled  to  all 
the  prerogatives  naturally  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  qualification  of  a 
fovereign  perfectly  neuter.  But 
notwithftanding  this,  his  commer¬ 
cial  fubjeCts  have  been  obliged  to 
claim  his  protection,  and  his  ma- 
jefty  has  found  himfelf  under  the 
neceffity  to  grant  it  to  them. 

To  efFeCt  this,  the  king  ordered 
laft  year  a  certain  number  of  men 
of  war  to  be  fitted  out.  He  em¬ 
ployed  a  part  thereof  on  the  coaffs 
of  his  kingdom,  and  the  relt 
ferved  as  convoys  for  the  Swedifh 
merchant  Ihips  in  the  different  feas 
which  the  commerce  of  his  fub¬ 
jeCts  required  them  to  navigate. 
Fie  acquainted  the  feveral  belli¬ 
gerent  powers  with  thefe  mea- 
fures,  and  was  preparing  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  fame  during  the  courfe 
of  this  year,  when  other  courts, 
who  had  likewife  adopted  a  per¬ 
fect  neutrality,  communicated 
their  fentiments  unto  him,  which 
the  King  found  entirely  conform¬ 
able  to  his  own,  -a ad  tending  to 
the  fame  objeCt, 

[Z]  the 
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The  Emprefs  of  Rufiia  caufed 
a  declaration  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Courts  of  London,  Verfailles, 
and  Madrid,  in  which  Hie  acquaint¬ 
ed  them  of  her  refolution  to  pro¬ 
tect  the  commerce  of  her  fubjects, 
and  to  defend  the  univerfal  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  neutral  na¬ 
tions.  This  declaration  was  found¬ 
ed  upon  fuch  juft  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations  and  the  fubfi  fling 
treaties,  that  it  was  impoflible  to 
call  them  into  queftion.  The 
king  found  them  entirely  con¬ 
cordant  with  his  own  caufe,  and 
with  the  treaty  concluded  in  the 
year  1 666,  between  Sweden  and 
France;  and  his  majefty  could 
not  forbear  to  acknowledge  and 
to  adopt  the  fame  brnciples.  not 

i  x  i  ^  * 

only  with  regard  to  thofe  powers, 
with  whom  the  faid  treaties  are  in 
force,  but  alfo  with  regard  to  fuch 
others  as  are  already  engaged  in 
the  prefen t  war,  or  may  be  in¬ 
volved  therein  hereafter,  and  with 
whom  the  king  has  no  treaties  to 
reclaim.  It  is  the  univerfal  law, 
and  when  there  are.  no  particu¬ 
lar  engagements  exiting,  it  be¬ 
comes  obligatory  upon  all  na¬ 
tions. 

In  confequence  thereof,  the  king 
declares  hereby  again,  “  That  he 
will  obferve  the  fame  neutrality, 
and  with  the  fame  exactitude  as 
he  has  hitherto  done.  He  will 
enjoin  all  his  fubjeCts,  under  ri¬ 
gorous  pains,  not  to  act  in  any 
manner  whatever  contrary  to  the 
duties  which  a  ftrid.  neutrality 
impofes  unto  them;  but  he  will 
effectually  protect  their  lawful 
commerce,  by  all  poffible  means, 
whenever  they  carry  on  the  fame, 
conformably  to  the  principles  here 
above  mentioned, 
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Explanation  which  the  Court  of 
Sweden  has  demanded ,  relative 
to  the  Propofal  which  the  Court 
of  Ruff  a  has  made  for  the  reci¬ 
procal  Protection  and  Navigation 
of  their  Subjects. 

I.  J  J  OW  and  in  what  manner 
1  j[  a  reciprocal  protection 
and  mutual  afliftance  fhail  be 
given. 

II.  Whether  each  particular 
power  fhail  be  obliged  to"  protect 
the  general  commerce  of  the 
whole,  or  if  in  the  mean  time  it 
may  employ  a  part  of  its  arma¬ 
ment  in  the  protection  of  its  own 
particular  commerce. 

III.  If  feveral  of  thefe  combined 
fquadrcns  ihould  meet,  or,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  one  or  more  of  their  vef- 
fels,  what  fhail  be  the  rule  of 
their  conduCl  towards  each  other, 
and  how7  far  fhail  the  neutral  pro¬ 
tection  extend. 

IV.  It  feems  efiential  to  agree 
upon  the  manner  in  which  repre- 
fen-tations  fhail  be  made  to  the 
powers  at  war,  if,  n 0 twit h hand¬ 
ing  our  meafures,  their  drips  of 
war,  or  armed  veflels,  fhou id  con¬ 
tinue  to  interrupt  our  commerce 
in  any  manner.  Mu  ft  thefe  re- 
monrt, ranees  be  made  in  the  gene¬ 
ral  name  of  the  united  powers,  or 
fhail  each  particular  power  plead 
its  own  caufe  only. 

V.  Laftiy,  it  appears  effentially 
neceffary  to  provide  againft  this, 
poffible  event,  where  one  of  the 
united  powers  feeing  itfelf  driven 
to  extremities  againft  any  of  the 
powers  actually  at  war,  Ihould 
claim  the  afliftance  of  the  allies  in 
this  convention  to  do  her  juftice  ; 
in  what  manner  can  this  be  be  ft 
concerted  ?  A  circumftance  which 

equally 
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equally  requires  a  ftipulation,  that 
the  reprifaib  ip  that  cafe  iliall  not 
be  at  the  will  of  fuch  party  injur¬ 
ed,  but  that  the  common  voice 
fhall  decide :  ctherwife  an  indi¬ 
vidual  power  might  at  its  pleafure 
draw  the  reft  againlt  their  incli¬ 
nations  and  interelts  into  difagree- 
able  extremities,  or  break  the 
whole  league,  and  reduce  matters 
into  their  original  hate,  which 
would  render  the  whole  fruitlefs 
and  of  no  effeCt. 

Anfwer  of  the  Court  of  Rufiia. 

I.  A  S  to  the  manner  in  which 
protection  and  mutual  af- 
hhance  iliall  be  granted,  it  mud 
be  fettled  bv  a  formal  convention, 
to  which  all  the  neutral  powers 
will  be  invited,  the  principal  end 
of  which  is,  to  inlure  a  free  na¬ 
vigation  to  the  merchant  fhips 
cf  all  nations.  Whenever  fuch 
veffel  fhall  have  proved  from  its 
papers  that  it  carries  no  contra¬ 
band  goods,  the  protection  of  a 
fquadron,  or  veffel s  of  war,  fhall 
be  granted  her,  under  whole  care 
jfhe  fhall  put  herfelf,  and  which 
fhall  prevent  her  being  interrupt¬ 
ed.  From  hence  it  follows  : 

II.  That  each  power  mult  con¬ 
cur  in  the  general  fecurity  of 
commerce.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  better  to  accomplifh  this  ob¬ 
ject,  it  will  be  neceffary  to  fettle, 
by  means  of  a  feparate  article, 
the  places  and  diltances  which 
may  be  judged  proper  for  the  fta- 
tion  of  each  power.  From  that 
method  will  arife  this  advantage, 
that  all  the  fquadrons  of  the  allies 
will  form  a  kind  of  chain,  and  be 
able  to  affift  each  other  ;  the  par¬ 
ticular  arrangement  to  be  confined 
only  to  the  knowledge  of  the  al- 
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lies,  though  the  convention  in  all 
other  points,  will  be  communica¬ 
ted  to  the  powers  at  war,  accom¬ 
panied  with  all  the  protections 
of  a  Uriel  neutrality. 

III.  It  is  undoubtedly  the  prin¬ 
ciple  of  a  perfeCl  equality,  which 
mud  regulate  this  point.  We 
fhall  follow  the  common  mode 
with  regard  to  fafety.  In  cafe 
the  fquadrons  fhould  meet  and 
engage,  the  commanders  will  con¬ 
form  to  the  ufages  of  the  fea  fer- 
vice,  becaufe,  as  is  obferved 
above,  the  reciprocal  protection, 
under  thefe  conditions,  fhould  be 
unlimited. 

IV.  It  feems  expedient  that  the 
reprefentations  mentioned  in  this 
article  be  made  by  the  party  ag¬ 
grieved  ;  and  that  the  miniflers  of 
the  other  confederate  powers  flip- 
port  thofe  remon (trances  in  the 
molt  forcible  and  efficacious  man¬ 
ner. 

V.  We  feel  all  the  importance 
of  this  confideration  ;  and,  to  ren¬ 
der  it  clear,  it  is  neceffary  to  diftin- 
guifh  the  cafe. 

If  any  one  of  the  allied  powers 
fhould  fuffer  itfelf  to  be  drawn  in 
by  motives  contrary  to  the  efta- 
biifhed  principles-  of  a  neutrality 
and  perfect  impartiality,  fhould 
injure  its  laws,  or  extend  their 
bounds,  it  cannot  certainly  be  ex- 
peCted  that  the  others  fhould 
efpoufe  the  quarrel;  on  the  ccii- 
trary,  fuch  a  conduct  would  be 
deemed  an  abandoning  the  ties 
which  unite  them.  But  if  the  in- 
fult  offered  to  one  of  the  allies 
fhould  be  hoftile  to  the  principles 
adopted  and  announced  in  the 
face  of  all  Europe,  or  fhould  be 
marked  with  the  character  of  ha¬ 
tred  and  animofity,  infpirfcd  by 
re  fen  t  men  t,  thefe  common  mea- 
[Z  ]  2  fures 
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fares  of  the  confederacy,  which 
have  no  other  tendency  than  to 
make,  in  a  precife  and  irrevocable 
-manner,  laws  for  the  liberty  of 
commerce,  and  the  rights  of  every 
neutral  nation,  then  it  fhall  be 
held  indifpenfable  for  the  united 
powers  to  make  a  common  caufe 
of  it  (at  fea  only)  without  its 
being  a  ground-work  for  other 
Operations,  as  thefe  connections 
are  purely  maritime,  having  no 
other  objeCt  than  naval  commerce 
and  navigation. 

From  all  that  is  faid  above,  it 
evidently  refults,  that  the  com¬ 
mon  will  of  all,  founded  upon 
the  principles  admitted  and  adopt¬ 
ed  by  the  contracting  parties,  mult 
alone  decide,  and  that  it  will  al¬ 
ways  be  the  fixed  bafis  of  the  con¬ 
duct  and  operations  of  this  union. 
Finally*  we  fhall  obferve,  that 
thefe  conventions  fuppofe  no  other 
naval  armament  than  what  fhall 
be  conformable  to  circumflances, 
according  as  thofe  fhall  render 
them  necefiarv,  or  as  may  be 
agreed.  It  is  probable  that 
this  agreement,  once  ratified  and 
eftablilhed,  will  be  of  the  greateft 
confequence  ;  and  that  the  belli¬ 
gerent  powers  will  find  in  it  fufli- 
cient  motives  to  perfuade  them  to 
refpeCt  the  neutral  flag,  and  pre¬ 
vent  their  provoking  the  refent- 
ment  of  arefpeCtable  communion, 
founded  under  the  aufpices  of  the 
moft  evident  juftice,  and  the  foie 
idea  of  which  is  received  with  the 
univerfal  applaufe  of  all  impartial 
Europe* 


Papers  which  were  communicated 
by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  by  expre/s 
Orders  from  the  King  his  Majler, 
to  his  Serene  HighneJ's  the  Prince 
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Stadt  holder,  and  which  were  taken 
out  of  Mr.  LaurensY  Prank . 

THE  following  are  the  out¬ 
lines  of  a  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce,  which,  agreeably  to  the 
orders  and  inflructions  of  Mr. 
Eneelbert  Francis  Van  Berkel, 
Counfellor  and  Penflonary  of  the 
city  of  Amflerdam,  directed  to 
me,  John  de  Ncufville,  citizen  of 
the  faid  city  of  Amflerdam,  I  have 
examined,  weighed,  and  regu¬ 
lated  with  William  Lee,  Efq; 
commiflioner  from  the  Congrefs, 
as  a  treaty  of  commerce,  deflined 
to  be  or  as  might  be  concluded 
hereafter,  between  their  High 
Mightinefles  the  S cates- General 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  and  the  United  States 
of  North  America. 

Done  at  Aix-Ia-Chapelle,  the 
4th  of  September,  1778. 

Signed,  John  de  Neufville. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above 
is  a  true  copy. 

Signed,  Samuel  W.Stok  ton. 

No.  I.  P’reaty  of Amity  and  Commerce 
between  the  P.epublic  of  Holland 
and  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

TH  E  preamble  recites,  that 
the  faid  contrading  ftates 
of  Holland  and  America,  wifhing 
to  eftablifh  a  treaty  of  commerce, 
have  refolved  to  fix  it  on  the  bafis 
of  a  perfeCl  equality*  and  the  re¬ 
ciprocal  utility  arifing  from  the 
equitable  laws  of  a  free  trade; 
provided  that  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties  111  all  be  at  liberty  to  admit, 
as  they  think  good,  other  nations 
to  partake  of  the  advantages  ari- 
fin?  from  the  faid  trade.  ACtuat- 
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cd  by  the  above  equitable  princi¬ 
ples,  the  forementioned  contract¬ 
ing  parties  have  agreed  on  the 
following  articles: 

Art.  I.  There  lhall  be  a  perma¬ 
nent,  unalterable,  and  univerfal 
peace  and  amity,  eltablilhed  be¬ 
tween  their  High  Mightinefles  of 
the  Seven  ProvincesofHol!and,and 
the  United  States  of  North  Ameri¬ 
ca  ;  as  well  as  between  their  refpec- 
tive  fubjedts,  iflands,  towns  and 
territories,  fituate  under  the  jurif- 
didtion  of  the  refpedtive  Hates 
above  mentioned,  and  their  inha¬ 
bitants,  without  any  diltindtion 
vvhatfoever  of  perfons  or  fexes. 

II.  The  fubjedts  of  the  United 
Provinces  of  Holland  lhall  be  lia¬ 
ble  only  to  fuch  duties  as  are  paid 
by  the  natives  and  inhabitants  of 
North  America,  in  all  the  coun¬ 
tries,  ports,  iflands,  and  towns 
belonging  to  the  faid  Hates  ;  and 
lhall  enjoy  the  rights,  liberties, 
privileges,  immunities  and  ex¬ 
emptions  in  their  trade  and  navi¬ 
gation,  common  to  the  faid  na¬ 
tives  and  inhabitants,  when  the 
fubjedts  of  Holland  lhall  have  oc- 
cafion  to  pafs  from  one  American 
Hate  to  another,  as  well  as  when 
bound  from  thence  to  any  part  of 
the  world. 

III.  The  privileges,  &c.  granted 
bv  the  foregoing:  article  to  the 
States  of  Holland,  arc,  by  the 
prefent,  confirmed  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  North  America. 

IV.  The  refpedtive  fubjedts  of 
the  contradling  parties,  as  well  as 
the  inhabitants  of  the  countries, 
iflands,  or  towns  belonging  to  the 
faid  parties,-  lhall  be  at  liberty, 
without  producing  a  written  per- 
miflion,  private  or  public  pafs, 
to  travel  by  land  or  water,  or  in 
\yhatever  manner  they  think  bell. 
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through  the  kingdoms,  territories, 
provinces  See.  or  dominions  what¬ 
ever,  of  either  of  the  confederat¬ 
ed  Hates,  to  have  their  free  egrefs 
and  regrefs,  to  remain  in  the  faid 
places,  and  during  the  whole 
time  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe 
every  thing  necelfary  to  their  own 
fubflflence  and  ufe  :  they  lhall  alfo 
be  treated  with  every  mark  of  re¬ 
ciprocal  friendlhip  and  favour. 
Provided  neverthelefs,  that  in 
every  circumHance  they  demean 
themfelves  in  -  perfedt  conformity 
with  the  laws,  Hatutes,  and  or¬ 
dinances  of  thole  faid  kingdoms, 
towns.  See.  where  they  may  fo- 
journ  ;  treating  each  other  with 
mutual  friendlhip,  and  keeping 
up  among  themfelves  the  moH  per¬ 
fedt  harmony,  by  means  of  a  con- 
Hant  correfpondence. 

V.  The  fubjedts  of  the  contradt  - 
ing  powers,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
all  places  belonging  to  the  faid 
powers,  lhall  be  at  liberty  to  car¬ 
ry  their  ihips  and  goods  (fuch  as 
are  not  forbidden  by  the  law  of 
the  refpedtive  Hates)  into  all  ports, 
places.  See.  belonging  to  the  faid 
powers,  and  to  tarry,  without 
any  limitation  of  time  :  to  hire 
whole  houfes,  or  in  part :  to  buy 
and  purchafe  from  the  manu- 
fadturer  or  retailer,  either  in  the 
public  markets,  fairs.  Sec.  all 
forts  of  goods  and  merchandize 
not  forbidden  by  any  particular 
law  :  to  open  warehoufes  for  the. 
fale  of  goods  and  effedts  imported 
from  other  parts :  nor  lhall  they 
be  at  any  time  forced  againH  their 
confent,  to  bring  the  faid  goods 
and  wares  to  the  markets  and 
fairs  ;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that 
they  do  not  difpofe  of  them  by 
retail,  or  elfewhere :  they  lhall 
not,  however,  be  liable  to  any  tax 

[Z]  3  « 


3 58]  ANNUAL  RE 

or  duties,  on  this  or  any  ether  ac¬ 
count,  except  thole  only  which 
are  to  be  paid  for  their  fhips  or 
goods,  according  to  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  of  the  refpe&ive 
Hates,  and  at  the  rate  Hipulated 
by  the  prefent  treaty.  Moreover, 
thpy  fhall  be  entirely  at  liberty  to 
depart,  without  the  leak  hin¬ 
drance,  (this  extends  aifo  to  their 
wives,  children,  and  fuch  fer- 
vants  who  may  be  defirous  to  fol¬ 
low  their  mailer)  and  to  take 
with  them  all  goods  bought  or 
imported  at  any  time ;  and  for 
fuch  places  as  they  may  think 
proper,  by  land,  or  fea,  or  rivers, 
or  lakes  ;  all  privileges,  laws, 
conceffions,  immunities,  &c.  to 
the  contrary  notwithilanding. 

VI.  In  regard  to  religious  wor- 
lhip,  the  moll  unbounded  liberty 
.fhall  be  granted  to  the  fubjeCls  of 
the  faid  confederate  Hates,  for 
themfelves  and  families.  They 
fhall  not  be  compelled  to  frequent 
the  churches,  &c.  but  fhall  have 
full  liberty  to  perform  divine  fey- 
vice,  after  their  own  manner, 
without  any  -jholeffation  in  either 
church  or  chapel,  or  private 
Houles  ( apsrtis  foribus).  It  is 
farther  provided,  that  any  fubjeCl 
of  one  of  the  contracting  powers 
dying,  in  any  place  belonging  to 
the  other,  fhall  be  interred  in  de¬ 
cent  and  convenient  places,  al¬ 
lotted  for  that  purpofe,  and,  in 
Hue,  that  no  infult  fhall,  at  any 
time,  or  in  any  manner*  whatever, 
be  offered  to  the  dead  or  interred 
bodies, 

VII.  It  is  farther  agreed  and 
fettled,  that  in  all  duties,  im-r 
poHs,  taxes,  &c.  laid  on  goods, 
perfons,  merchandize,  &'c.  of  each 
and  every  fubjeCl  of  the  contract¬ 
ing  powers,  under  any  denomina- 
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tion  whatfoever,  the  faid  fubjeCls, 
inhabitants.  Sc c.  fhall  enjoy  equal 
privileges,  franchises,  immunities, 
either  in  the  courts  of  juffice, 
and  in  every  matter  of  trade, 
commerce,  or  any  other  cafe,  and 
fhall  be  treated  with  the  fame 
favour  and  diffiinclion  hitherto 
granted,  or  hereafter  to  be  granted 
to  any  foreign  nation  whatfoever. 

VIII .  Their  High  Mightineffes, 
the  States  General  of  the  Seven 
United  Provinces,  fhall,  ufe  the 
molt  efficacious  means  in  their 
power,  to  protect  the  fhips  and 
goods  belonging  to  any  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  be 
they  private  or  public  property, 
when  in  the  ports,  roads,  or  feas 
adjoining  the  faid  iffands,  &c.  be¬ 
longing  to  their  faid  High  Mighti- 
neiies,  and  to  ufe  all  their  endea¬ 
vours  to  bring,  about  a  rellitution 
to  be  made  to  the  owners,  or  their 
agents,  of  all  veffels  and  goods 
captured  within  their  jurifdic- 
tion  ;  and  the  fhips  of  war  be¬ 
longing  to  their  faid  High  Migh¬ 
tineffes  ffiall  taice  under  their 
protection,  and  convoy  the  fhips 
belonging  to  the  faid  American. 
States,  or  .any  of  the  fubjeCts  or 
inhabitants  thereof,  following  the 
fame  courfe,  and  defend  the"  faid 
ffiip  as  long  as  they  fail  .in  com¬ 
pany,  agairiil  all  attacks,  violence, 
or  oppreffion,  in  like  manner  as 
they  are  in  duty  bound  to  defend 
the  fnips  of  their  High  M  ighti- 
nefies  the  Seven  United  Provinces 
of  Holland, 

IX.  By  this  article,  the  fame 
obligation  is  laid  on  the  Ameri¬ 
can  States,  in  favour  of  the  ihip- 
ping,  &c.  belonging  to  thofe  of 
Holland. 

X.  Their  High  Mightineffes 
the  States  of  Holland  ffiall  inter- 
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pofe,  and  employ  their  good  offi¬ 
ces  in  favour  of  the  faid  Ameri¬ 
can  States,  their  fubjefls  and  in¬ 
habitants,  with  the  Emperor  of 
Morocco,  the  Regencies  of  Al¬ 
giers,  Tunis,  and  Tripoli,  and 
all  along  the  coaft  of  Barbary  and 
Africa,'  and  with  the  fubjefls  of 
the  faid  powers,  that  the  Ihips, 
Sec.  of  the  faid  American  States, 
be  as  much  as  pofiible,  and  to  the 
bell;  advantage,  protected  againfl 
the  violences,  infults,  depreda¬ 
tions,  Sec.  of  the  abovefaid  princes 
and  fubjefls  on  the  coalt  of  Bar- 
barv  and  Africa. 

XI.  It  fhall  be  permitted  and 
granted  to  each  and  every  fubjecl 
and  inhabitant  of  the  contrafling 
powers,  to  leave,  bequeath,  or 
difpofe  of,  in  cafe  of  ficknefs,  or 
at  their  death,  all  effects,  goods, 
merchandifes,  ready  money,  Sec. 
being  their  property,  at  or  before 
their  deceafe,  in  any  town,  ifland. 
See.  belonging  to  the  refpeflive 
contracling  powers,  in  favour  of 
fuch  perfon  or  perfens,  as  they 
may  think  proper.  Moreover, 
whether  the  faid  fubjefls  fhould 
die  after  having  made  fuch  wills, 
or  i'nteftate,  their  lawful  heirs,  ex¬ 
ecutors,  or  adminiiirators,  dwell¬ 
ing  in  any  part  of  the  pofTeffions 
of  the  contrafling  powers,'  or 
aliens  cornino:  from  other  coun- 
tries,  fhall  be  at  liberty,  without 
hindrance  or  delay,  to  claim, 
and  take  pofTeffion  of,  all  fuch 
goods  and  efrefls,  conformably  to 
the  refpeflive  laws  of  each  coun¬ 
try.  Nor  fhall  their  right  be  dis¬ 
puted,  under  pretence  of  any  pre¬ 
rogative,  peculiar  to  any  feparate 
province,  or  perfon  whatsoever. 
Provided,  neverthelek,  that  the 
claim  to  the  effefls  of  a  perfon 
who  died  inteflate,  be  fupported 
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by  fuch  proofs  as  the  laws  of  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  contrafling  powers 
have  provided  in  fuch  cafes  ;  all 
laws,  llatutes,  edicts,  droits  d’ Au- 
bine,  Sec.  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
It  an  ding. 

XII.  The  effefls  and  property 
of  the  fubjefls  of  either  of  the 
contrafling  powers,  dying  in  any 
town,  ifland,  &c.  belonging  to 
the  other,  fhall  be  fequeflered  for 
the  ufe  of  the  lawful  heirs  and 
fucceffors  of  the  deceafed.  The 
council,  or  public  minister  of  the 
nation,  to  which  the  perfon  thus 
dying  belonged,  fhall  take  an  in¬ 
ventory  of  all  fuch  goods,  effefls, 
papers,  writings,  and  bocks  of  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  deceafed.  The  faid 
inventory  to  be  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  three  merchants  of  known 
and  approved  integrity,  who  fhall 
be  nominated  for  the  purpofe  of 
aflinp*  as  truilees  to  the  heirs,  eke- 
cutors.  Sec.  or  creditors  of  the 
deceafed  ;  nor  fhall  any  court  of 
judicature  interfere,  unlefs  the 
faid  heirs.  Sec.  fhould  require  it 
in  the  due  courfe  of  law. 

XIII.  The  refpeflive  fubjefls  of 
the  contrafling  parties,  fhall  be  at 
liberty  to  choofe  for  themfelves 
advocates,  attornies,  notaries,  fo- 
licirors,  and  agents  ;  to  this  end., 
that  fuch  advocates,  Sec.  fhall,  by 
the  judges  of  the -courts  aforefaid, 
be  called  in,  if  the  faid  judges 
fhould,  by  the  parties,  be  requir¬ 
ed  fo  to  do. 

XIV.  The  merchants,  com¬ 
manders,  or  owners  of  ihips,  failors 
of  every  denomination,  fhips  or 
vefieJs,  effefls,  and  goods  in  ge¬ 
neral,  belonging  to  either  party, 
or  any  of  its  fubjefls  or  inhabi¬ 
tants,  fhall,  at  no  time,  for  any 
private  or  public  purpofe,  by  vir¬ 
tue  of  any  edict  whatfosver,  be 

[Z]  4  *ken. 


6o]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


taken,  or  detained  in  the  coun¬ 
tries,  ports,  illands.  Sec.  belong¬ 
ing  to  either  of  the  contracting 
parties,  to  be  employed  in  the 
fervice,  to  forward  military  expe¬ 
ditions,  or  any  other  purpofe ; 
and  much  lefs  for  the  private  ufe 
of  any  one,  by  violence,  or  other 
means  made  ufe  of  to  molek  or 
infult  the  faid  fubjefts.  It  is  far¬ 
ther  kriclly  forbidden  to  the  faid 
fubjefts,  on  both  fides,  not  to  take 
away,  violently,  the  property  of 
each  other ;  but,  the  confent  of 
the  proprietor  once  obtained,  they 
iliall  be  at  liberty  to  purchafe, 
paying  ready  money  for  the  fame. 
This  article,  however,  is  not  to 
be  underkood  as  extending  to 
fuch  cafes,  where  the  feizure  fhall 
be  made,  or  the  embargo  laid  by 
the  authority  of  the  legiilative 
power  for  debts  incurred,  or 
crimes  committed,  which  fhall  be 
tried  by  the  due  courfe  of  law. 

XV.  It  is  farther  provided  and 
agreed,  that  all  merchants,  com- 
mander$  of  fhips,  and  other  fub- 
jedls  belonging  to  their  High 
Mightineffes  the  States  of  the 
Seven  United  Provinces,  fhall  re¬ 
gulate  their  private  affairs  by 
themfelves,  or  by  fuch  agents  as 
they  may  chufe,  in  all  and  every 
place  within  the  jurifdidtion  of  the 
United  States  of  America:  nor 
lhall  they  be  compelled  to  employ, 
or  pay  any  interpreter  or  broker, 
but  fuch  as  they  think  fit  to  ap¬ 
point.  Moreover,  in  the  lading, 
or  unlading  of  fhips,  the  makers 
fhall  not  be  obliged  to  employ 
perfons  appointed  for  that  pur¬ 
pofe,  by  public  authority ;  but 
fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to  do  it 
themfelves,  or  call  in  the  affiifance 
pf  any  one  they  fhall  chufe,  wi t li¬ 


re  tribution  to  any  body  elfe.  Nei¬ 
ther  fhall  they  be  compelled  to 
land  any  particular  merchandize, 
to  put  them  on  board  other  fhips, 
to  take  others  on  board  their 
own,  v/ithout  their  free  confent  ; 
or  to  remain  laden  longer  than 
they  fhall  thipk  proper.  The 
fubjeCis  and  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  fhall 
fully  enjoy  the  fame  privileges  in 
all  the  dominions  of  the  States  of 
Holland, 

XVI.  In  cafe  any  difpute  or 
controverfy  fhould  arife  between 
the  maker  of  a  fhip  and  his  crew, 
belonging  to  one  of  the  two  na¬ 
tions,  and  then  in  any  port  within 
the  dominions  of  the  other,  con¬ 
cerning  the  payment  of  wages, 
or  any  other  matter  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  civil  law,  the  ma- 
gikrate  of  fuch  port,  or  place, 
fhall  only  require  the  defendant 
to  deliver  to  the  plaintiff,  a  de¬ 
claration  under  his  hand,  and  wit- 
neffed  by  the  faid  magikrate  ; 
by  which  the  faid  defendant  fhall 
bind  himfelf  to  appear,  and  an- 
fwer  the  complaint  laid  againk 
him,  before  a  competent  judee  in 
his  own  country.  This  being  done, 
the  faid  crew  fhall  not  be  permit- 
ted  to  leave  the  fhip,  or  prevent 
the  maker  from  following  his 
courfe.  The  merchants  of  either 
nation  fhall  be  authorifed  to  keep 
their  books  in  what  language  and, 
manner  they  may  think  bek,  with¬ 
out  the  leak  hindrance  or  molek- 
ation.  But,  in  cafe  it  fhould  be 
neceffary,  in  order  to  fettle  a 
point  of  law,  for  them  to  produce 
their  books,  they  fli all  bring  them 
into  court  for  examination  ;  in 
fuch  a  manner,  however,  that  nei¬ 


ther  the  judge,  nor  any  one  elfe, 
out  being  liable  to  pay  any  fee  or  whatfoever,  fhall  be  permitted  to 
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perufe  any  article  in  the  faid 
books,  but  fuch  as  may  be  abfo- 
hitely  neceffary  to  afcertain  the 
authenticity  and  regularity  of  the 
faid  books.  Nor  lhall  any  one, 
under  any  pretence  whatever,  pre¬ 
fume  to  force  the  faid  books  and 
writings  from  the  owners,  or  de¬ 
tain  them :  cafes  of  bankruptcy 
alone  excepted. 

XVII.  The  ffiips  of  either  na¬ 
tion,  bound  to  the  refpettive  ports, 
fhall,  upon  a  juft  caufe  of  being 
fufpe&ed,  either  in  regard  to  their 
deftination  or  their  cargoes,  be 
obliged  to  produce,  either  at  fea, 
in  the  roads,  or  ports,  not  only 
their  paffiports,  but  alfo  certifi¬ 
cates,  witneffing  that  the  goods 
they  have  on  board  are  not  prohi¬ 
bited  by  the  refpe&ive  laws. 

XVIII.  If,  upon  fuch  certifi¬ 
cates  being  produced,  the  ex¬ 
amining  party  fhould  difcover  that 
fome  of  the  goods  mentioned  in 
the  bills  of  lading  are  prohibited 
by  this  treaty,  or  bound  to  fome 
port  belonging  to  the  enemy ;  in 
fuch  cafe  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to 
break  into  any  part  of  the  fhip, 
or  force  any  trunk,  boxes,  bar¬ 
rels,  &c.  nor  even  to  difplace  any 
part  of  the  cargoes  (whether  fuch 
fhip  belongs  to  Holland  or  Ame¬ 
rica)  to  come  at  the  faid  goods, 
which  are  not  in  any  ways  to  be 
fearched  until  they  are  landed  in 
prefence  of  fome  officers  of  the 
Admiralty-court,  who  fhall  enter 
a  verbal  procefs  about  them.  Nor 
fhall  it  be  permitted  to  fell,  ex¬ 
change,  or  adulterate  the  faid 
goods  in  any  wife,  till  the  law 
fhall  have  taken  its  courfe,  and 

the  matter  be  determined  bv  the 
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fentence  of  the  refpe&ive  Admi¬ 
ralty  -  courts,  pronouncing  them 
(sizable  ;  the  fhip  and  other  parts 
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of  the  cargo  not  prohibited  by  the 
treaty,  fhall  not  be  detained,  un¬ 
der  the  pretence  of  part  of  the  lad¬ 
ing  being  condemned,  and  much 
lei's  conilfcated  as  lawful  prizes. 
Hut,  in  cafe  part  of  the  cargo 
fhould  conlilt  of  the  faid  prohi¬ 
bited  goods,  and  the  mailer  of  the 
fhip  fhall  confent  to  deliver  them 
up  immediately,  then  the  captor, 
having  taken  out  of  the  faid  fhip 
the  prohibited  goods,  fhall  permit 
the  mafter  to  continue  his  courfe 
n  to  the  place  of  his  deftination  ; 
yet,  if  all  the  prohibited  goods 
could  not  be  taken  on  board  the 
captor,  the  latter  fhall,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  mailer’s  free  tender 
of  the  faid  goods,  bring  the  for¬ 
mer  into  the  neareft  port,  where 
it  fhall  be  produced  in  manner 
afore  faid. 

XIX.  It  is  agreed  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  all  effeCts,  &c.  of  any 
fubjetft  of  either  ftate,  found  on 
any  fhip  taken  from  an  enemy, 
fuch  effects,  &c.  though  they  be 
not  prohibited  by  any  article  of 
this  treaty,  fhall  be  confidered  as 
lawful  prize,  and  be  difpofed  of 
as  if  they  belonged  to  the  enemy : 
(except  only  in  cafe  the  war  ffiould 
not  have  been  proclaimed,  or  not 
come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  faid  eife&s,  See.) 
which,  in  fuch  cafes  only,  fhall 
not  be  liable  to  be  confifcated, 
but  be  immediately  returned  to 
the  owners  without  any  delay, 
upon  their  making  good  their 
claim  ;  provided,  neverthelefs,  that 
the  faid  goods  are  not  of  the 
kind  which  are  prohibited;  nor 
will  it  be  lawful  to.  fhip  them  af¬ 
terwards,  for  any  of  the  enemy’s 
ports  :  the  two  contracting  par¬ 
ties  agreeing,  moreover,  that  fix 
months,  from  the  date  of  a  decla¬ 
ration 
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ration  cf  war,  will  be  considered 
as  a  fufficient  notice  to  the  Sub¬ 
jects  of  either  State,  whatever 
quarter  of  the  world  they  may 
come  from. 

XX.  In  order  to  provide  farther 
for  the  fafeiy  of  the  fubjeCts  on 
both  fides,  that  neither  of  the 
parties  may  be  annoyed  by  the 
armed  fhips  or  privateers  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  other,  during  the  courfe 
of  a  \yar,  particular  injunctions 
fhall  be  laid  upon  the  commanders 
of  fhips  and  privateers,  &c.  &c. 
to  the  refpeCtive  fubjeCts  of  the 
contracting  powers,  not  to  vex  or 
offer  any  moleftation  to  any  one 
of  them;  and,  in  cafe  of  failure 
herein,  the  offending  party  fhall 
foe  puniflied,  and  compelled  to 
make  good  the  damage,  their  per- 
ions  and  fortunes  anfwering  for 
the  fame. 

XXL  All  fhips  and  effects  re¬ 
taken  from  pjivateers  or  pirates, 
fhall  be  carried  into  fome  '  of  the 
ports  belonging  to  either  State, 
and  returned  to  the  owners,  upon 
their  giving  fatisfaCtory  proofs  of 
their  right  to  the  laid  recap¬ 
tures. 

XXII.  It  fhall  be  lawful  for  all 
commanders  of  fhips  of  war,  pri¬ 
vateers,  &c.  to  carry  off  freely  all 
fhips  and  effects  taken  from  the 
enemy,  without  being  fubjeCl  to 
pay  any  duty  or  duties  to  the  Ad¬ 
miralty  or  other  courts ;  nor  fhall 
fuch  prices  be  liable  to  be  detain¬ 
ed  or  feized  upon  in  any  of  the 
ports  of  the  refpeCtive  States :  the 
fearching  officers  fhall  not  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  vifit  or  fearch  the  faid 
prizes :  the  captors  whereof  will 
be  at  liberty  to  put  back  to  fea, 
and  convoy  the  prizes  wherever 
they  are  directed  to  be  carried  ;  as 
Specified  in  the  orders  given  to 


the  commanders  of  fuch  fhips, 
privateers,  &c.  which  they  fhall 
be  obliged  to  produce.  But  all 
the  ports  of  both  States  fhall  be 
fhut  againft  all  prizes  made  on  the 
Subjects  of  either:  and  in  cafe 
fuch  prizes  and  captors  fhould  be 
driven  to  fome  of  the  faid  ports, 
by  ftrefs  of  weather,  every  means 
fhall  be  employed  to  haften  their 
departure. 

XXIII.  In  cafe  any  fhips,  boats, 
&c.  fhould  be  wrecked  or  other- 
wife  damaged  on  the  coafls  of  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  contrafling  States,  all 
aid  and  afhfiance  fhall  be  given  to 
the  diftrefted  crews,  to  whom  paf- 
fes  and  free-conduCt  fhall  be  grant¬ 
ed  for  their  return  into  their  own. 
country. 

XXIV.  If  a  fhip  or  fhips,  either 
of  war,  or  employed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  trading,  by  one  of  the 
States,  fhould,  by  ftrefs  of  wea¬ 
ther,  imminent  danger  from  pi¬ 
rates,  enemies,  &c.  be  compelled 
to  take  fhelter  in  any  ports,  ri¬ 
vers,  bays,  &c.  belonging  to  the 
other,  they  fhall  be  treated  with, 
all  humanity,  friendfhip,  and 
moft  cordial  protection.  Leave 
fhall  be  granted  them  to  take  in. 
provisions  and  refreshments  at  a 
reafonable  rate,  and  to  purchafe 
whatever  they  may  Hand  in  need 
of,  either  for  themfelves  or  for 
the  purpose  of  repairing  the  da¬ 
mage  they  may  have  fuffered,  and 
alfo  for  the  continuation  of  their 
voyage.  No  obstacle  whatever  Shall 
be  laid  in  their  way  to  flop  or  de¬ 
tain  them  in  any  of  the  faid  ports, 
&c.  whence  they  fhall  be  at  liber¬ 
ty  to  fail,  wdienever  they  may 
think  fit. 

XXV.  In  order  to  put  com¬ 
merce  in  the  moil  flourishing  ftate, 
it  is  agreed,  that,  in  cafe  a  war 

fhould 


STATE 

fhould  at  any  time  break  out  be¬ 
tween  the  contracting  parties,  fix 
months  fhall  be  allowed  to  the 
rcfpeCtive  fubjeCts  for  them  to  re¬ 
tire  with  their  families  and  pro¬ 
perty,  to  whatever  place  they  may 
judge  proper;  alfo  to  be  at  liber¬ 
ty,  during  the  above  fpace  of 
time,  to  fell  or  othervvife  difpofe 
of  their  goods  and  chattels,  with¬ 
out  the  lead:  hindrance  or  molelta- 
tion.  But,  above  all,  it  is  pro¬ 
vided,  that  the  faid  fubjeCts  lhali 
not  be  detained,  by  arreftment  or 
feizure.  On  the  contrary,  during 
the  aforefaid  fix  months,  the  re- 
fpeCtive  States,  and  their  fubjeCts, 
or  inhabitants,  fhall  have  good 
and  fpeedy  j u ftice  done  to  them  ; 
fo  that,  during  the  faid  time, 
they  may  recover  their  goods  and 
effects,  whether  they  be  in  the 
public  funds,  or  in  private  hands. 
And  if  any  part  thereof  fhould 
happen  to  be  embezzled,  or  that 
any  infult  or  wrong  fhould  have 
been  offered  to  the  fubjeCts,  &c. 
of  either  State,  the  offending 
party  fhall  give  the  immediate  and 
convenient  fatisfaCtion  for  fuch 
embezzlement,  wrong,  or  infult. 

XXVI.  The  fubjeCts,  &c.  of 
either  State  fhall  abftain  from  re¬ 
quiring  or  accepting  any  com- 
miiTions  or  letters  of  marque  from 
any  power  then  at  war  with  either 
of  faid  States,  fo  as  to  command 
armed  fhips  again!!  either,  and  to 
their  detriment ;  and  if  any  indi¬ 
vidual,  belonging  to  either,  fhould 
fail  herein,  he  fhall  be  dealt  with 
as  being  guilty  of  piracy. 

XXVII.  It  fhall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  privateer,  not  belonging 
to  either  of  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties,  which  might  be  fumilhed 
with  com  millions,  or  letters  of 
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marque  from  any  power,  in  ac¬ 
tual  enmity  with  either  of  them, 
to  fit  out  their  fhips  in  any  port 
belonp-intr  to  the  faid  States, 
therein  fell  their  prizes,  or  make 

j.  7 

in  any  wife  an  exchange  of  their 
faid  fhips,  merchandize,  goods, 
or  effects,  being  the  whole  or  part 
of  the  cargo  contained  in  the 
aforefaid  captures.  Nor  fhall  the 
laid  commanders  be  permitted  to 
take  in  provi lions,  but  juft  as 
much  as  will  enable  them  to  ’'each 
a  port,  neareft  to  the  dominion 
of  their  employers. 

XXVIII.  SubjeCls  and  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  both  the  contracting  par¬ 
ties  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  navigate 
their  fhips  (without  any  diftinc- 
tion  of  owners,  to  whom  the  car¬ 
go  or  cargoes  may  belong)  from, 
all  ports  whatever  belonging  to 
the  powers,  that  then  are,  or  af¬ 
terwards  may  be  in  amity  with 
either  of  the  aforementioned 
States;  as  alia  to  trade  in  their 
way  to  or  from  fuch  places,  ports, 
and  towns  belonging  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  either  party,  whether  the 
faid  place  be  within  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  one  or  more  powers.  It 
is  alfo  hereby  ftipulated,  that  the 
freedom  of  (hipping  will  be  ex¬ 
tended  to  the  cargoes  belonging 
to  the  refpeCtive  fubjeCts  or  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  faid  States,  though 
the  whole,  or  part  of  the  faid 
cargo  fhould  be  the  enemy’s  pro¬ 
perty.  This  privilege  is  alfo  to 
be  conftrucled  as  extending  to  all 
perfons  whatever,  on  board  the 
faid  fhips  (the  military  in  the  ene¬ 
my’s  fervice  only  excepted)  as 
well  as  contraband  goods. 

XXIX.  This  article  contains  a 
large  enumeration  of  the  goods 
prohibited  to  be  carried  to  the 

enemy. 
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enemy,  which  comprehends  all 
manner  of  warlike  {lores.  It  gives 
alfc  an  account  of  fuch  goods  as 
may  be  lawfully  exported,  name¬ 
ly  cloathing  and  other  manufac¬ 
tured  goods  of  wool,  cloth,  filks, 
&c.  &c.  the  matters  employed  in 
manufacturing  the  fame  ;  gold 
and  filver  either  coined  or  in  bul¬ 
lion,  all  forts  of  metals,  corn,  and 
feeds,  fpices,  tobacco,  meat,  fait 
or  fmoaked,  and  every  kind  of 
eatables  ;  in  fine,  fhip  timber, 
fails,  canvas,  and  every  effect 
whatever  not  falhioned  in  the 
fhape  of  any  tool  or  warlike  in- 
ftrument  ufually  employed  in  war, 
either  by  fea  or  land :  all  the  afore- 
faid  goods  and  wares,  {hall  at  no 
time  be  looked  upon  as  contra¬ 
band,  and  may  be  carried  by  the 
fubjeds  and  inhabitants  of  the 
confederate  States,  even  to  places 
belonging  to  the  enemy  then  at 
war  with  either  party,  excepting 
only  fuch  towns  and  places,  which 
might  happen  to  be  befieged,  fur- 
rounded  or  blocked  up  at  the  time 
of  {hipping  off,  for  their  ufe,  the 
laid  wares  and  goods. 

XXX.  In  order  to  prevent  all 
diffenfion  and  difficulty  which 
might  arife  between  the  fubjeds 
of  either  State,  in  cafe  one  of 
them  ffiould  go  to  war  with  feme 
other  power  or  powers,  the  {hip¬ 
ping,  & c.  belonging  to  the  other 
party,  {hall  be  provided  with  let¬ 
ters  or  paffies,  fpecifying  the  name, 
cargo,  and  burthen  of  the  Ihip, 
together  with  the  captain  or 
maker’s  name,  and  the  place  of 
his  residence  :  that  thus  it  may  ap¬ 
pear  that  the  fhip,  &c.  belongs 
truly  to  the  faid  fubjeds  and  in¬ 
habitants.  The  faid  pafs  to  be 
worded  as  ffiall  be  mentioned  at 
the  end  of  this  prefent  treaty. 


Thefe  letters,  or  paffies,  ffiall  be 
renewed  every  year,  if  the  bearers 
ffiould  return  to  the  fame  port 
within  that  time.  It  is  farther 
agreed,  that  beiides  the  aforefaid 
paffies  certificates  ffiall  be  given, 
mentioning  every  part  of  the  car¬ 
goes,  the  refpedive  places  from 
and  to  which  fuch  ffiips  may  be 
bound.  The  faid  certificates  to 
be  drawn  up  in  the  ufual  form, 
before  the  officers  of  the  place 
from  whence  the  faid  ffiips  are  to 
fail ;  and  the  faid  officers  ffiall  be 
at  liberty  to  mention,  by  name, 
if  they  think  it  expedient,  the 
owners  of  the  cargo  or  cargoes. 

XXXI.  The  commanders  or 
owners  of  ffiips  belonging  to  the 
con  trading  parties,  entering  into 
any  of  the  roads  of  either  of  the 
faid  States,  who  may  not  think 
proper  to  enter  into  port ;  or, 
when  entered,  will  not  chufe  to 
unload  either  the  whole  or  part  of 
their  cargo,  ffiall  not  be  compelled 
to  declare  in  what  it  confifis,  un- 
lefs  a  well  grounded  fufpicion 
ffiould  arife,  on  fome  evident  cir- 
cumftances,  of  their  being  laden 
for  the  enemy,  or  carrying  from 
one  of  the  confederate  States,  to 
the  other,  any  prohibited  goods  ; 
in  which  cale,  fuch  commanders, 
owners,  or  inhabitants,  ffiall  be 
obliged  to  ffiew  their  paffiports  and 
certificates,  drawn  up  in  the  man¬ 
ner  hereafter  mentioned. 

XXX1T.  When  the  ffiips,  be¬ 
longing  to  either  State,  failing 
coallways,  or  othervvife,  ffiall  be 
met  by  the  ffiips  of  war,  priva¬ 
teers,  & c.  of  the  other  party,  in 
order  to  prevent  mifchi,ef>  the  lat¬ 
ter  ffiall  keep  out  of  the  reach  of 
the  guns,  though  it  will  be  law¬ 
ful  for  them  to  fend  their  boats  to, 
board  the  above  faid  merchantmen, 
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not  fuffering  above  two  or  three 
men  at  a  time  to  get  on  board  to 
them.  The  mailer,  or  commander 
of'  the  laid  lhips,  fhall  prefen t  his 
paffports,  conformably  to  the  te¬ 
nor  hereafter  recited.  After  which, 
the  faid  {hip,  or  merchantman, 
fhall  be  at  full  liberty  to  continue 
its  voyage,  without  being  fearch- 
ed,  chaced,  or  obliged  to  alter 
its  courfe,  or  otherwife  molefled, 
under  any  pretence  whatfoever. 

XXXIII.  It  is  farther  agTeed, 
that  all  goods  and  effe&s  what¬ 
ever,  being  once  put  on  board  of 
a  fliip,  or  fhips,  belonging  to 
either  of  the  contracting  parties, 
fhall  not  be  liable  to  a  fecond 
vifit,  or  fearch,  after  having  un¬ 
dergone  that  which  muff  precede 
the  lading  of  fuch  fhips ;  as  all 
prohibited  goods  mult  be  flopped 
on  the  very  fpot,  before  they  are 
fuffered  to  be  carried  on  board  the 
fhips  belonging  to  either  party ; 
the  fame  not  being  liable  to  any 
other  kind  of  embargo  for  the 
aforefaid  caufe.  And  the  fubjeCts 
of  either  Hate,  where  fuch  effects 
fhall,  or  fhould  have  been  feized 
upon,  fhall  be  punifhed  for  im¬ 
porting  the  fame,  according  to  the 
manner  provided  by  the  laws, 
culloms,  and  ordinances  of  his 
own  native  country. 

XXXIV.  The  contracting  par¬ 
ties  mutually  agree,  that  they 
fhall  be  at  liberty  to  have  their 

J 

refpeftive  confuls,  vice  -  confuls, 
commiffaries,  and  other  agents, 
appointed  by,  and  for  each  party. 
Their  functions  and  officers  fhall 
be  regulated  by  a  particular  con¬ 
vention,  whenever  either  of  the 
contracting  powers  fhall  think  pro¬ 
per  to  appoint  fuch  officers. 

Here  follows  the  form  of  the 
paffport  and  certificate*  the  in- 
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tention  and  purport  of  which, 
are  fufficiently  explained  in  the 
XXXth  article  of  this  treaty. 

No.  II.  Copy  of  a  Letter  to  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  B.  Franklin,  Efq.  at 

Paris. 

S  1  R, 

S  your  Excellency  and  the 
Right  Honourable  Congrefs 
will  certainly  be  already  com¬ 
pletely  informed  of  my  interview, 
at  Aix- la- Chapelle,  with  Mr. 
William  Lee,  about  a  twelve- 
month  ago,  in  the  prefence  of 
Mr.  William  Stokton  ;  and  as  he 
is  fhortly  to  arrive  himfelf,  I  have 
made  no  difficulty,  and  it  gives  me 
even  much  fatisfaClion,  to  expofe 
unto  him  fome  trifling  alterations, 
of  no  great  confequence,  which 
are  thought  neceffary  to  be  made 
in  the  plan  of  the  treaty  of  com¬ 
merce,  which  is  now  to  be  looked 
over  afrefh. 

The  differences  confifl  only  in 
fuppreffing,  in  the  fixth  article, 
all  that  is  mentioned  there  con¬ 
cerning  religion ;  and,  in  faCt,  it 
is  abfolutely  not  proper,  that  any 
mention  thereof  fhould  be  made 
between  two  republics,  the  confli- 
tutions  and  fundamental  laws  of 
which  plead  aloud  for  a  perfect 
liberty  of  confcience. 

The  tenth  article,  concerning 
the  Barbarian  powers,  is  binding 
on  both  fides,  in  cafe  the  fame 
fhould  take  place  any  time  here¬ 
after. 

The  other  fuppreffions  which 
are  thought  neceffary  in  the  ar¬ 
ticles  VIII,  XXII,  and  XXVII, 
are  for  the  greatefl  part  eftablifhed 
to  prevent  objections.  For  this 
reafon,  the  latter  part  of  the  eighth 
article  has  been  fuppreffed,  where 
it  is  faid,  and  their  Jhips  of  war* 

or 
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or  convys,  failing  wider  autho¬ 
rity  ^  &c. 

It  h  as  likewise  been  thought 
proper  to  fupprefs  the  latter  part 
of  the  XXIIcl  article,  which  begins 
with  thefe  words,  on  the  contrary , 
no  afylum  or  refuge  fhall  be  grant¬ 
ed,  &c. 

The  XXVIIth  article  at  pre¬ 
fen  t  Hands  thus.:  It  fhall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  privateer,  holding 
any  commifjlcns  or  letters  of  marque , 
from  any  prince  or  power,  -in  war 
with  any  of  the  high  contrasting 
parties,  to  fit  out  their  Jhips  in  the 
ports  belonging  to  either  of  the  con¬ 
trasting  parties',  nor  therein  to  fell 
i heir  prizes ,  nor  to  exchange  in  any 
ether  manner  whatever ,  the  Jhips, 
goods,  and  merchandizes ,  being  ei¬ 
ther  the  whole,  or  part  of  the  cargo, 
contained  in  the.  faid  captures . 

Thefe  are  the  meafures  that  have 
been  taken  to  eftablifh  the  balls  of 
this  treaty  ;  and  from  a  particular 
regard  for  the  right  honourable 
congrefs,  having  by  us  a  copy  of 
the  ti eaty,  inch  as  it  was  drawn  up 
at  firiV  and  inch  as  it  Hands  at 
prefen  t,  we  thought  it  our  duty 
to  inform  your  Excellency  of  the 
Hate  in  which  this  important  affair 
is  at  prefen t,  and  which  we  fhall 
always  be  ready  to  forward  with 
the  fame  zeal  with  which  it  has 
been  begun. 

Mr.  Stokton  will  likewife  in¬ 
form  your  Excellency  of  feme 
other  affairs,  which  Hand  in  need 
of  feme  explanations. 

x 

Wilhing  that  the  union  of  the 
Twenty  States  may  icon  be  eftab- 
lifhed  upon  a  permanent  footing, 
we  remain,  with  the  melt  period 
coniideration  and  eHeem, 

Your  Excellency’s 
moll  humble  and 

moff  obedient  fervants, 
John  de  Neufville  and  Son. 
Ampler  dam,  July  28,  1 779. 


P.  S.  Mr.  Stokton  will  be  fo 
kind,  and  he  is  very  well  informed, 
to  give  your  Excellency  and  the 
right  honourable  Congrefs  ail  the 
information  neceflary  with  regard 
to  tne  plan  propolcd  by  Colonel 

7^.  .7  a  x  j 

Dircks.  , 

No.  III.  A  Letter  from  Mr.  J.  W. 
Stokton,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wi- 
therfpoon.  Member  of  Congrefs , 
dated  Amfferdara,  April  14, 

1 779* 

Sir, 

TENDER  the  perfuafion  that 
^  you  wmuld  not  be  difpleafed 
with  me,  I  have  taken  the  liberty 
of  writing  feveral  letters  to  you, 
fmee  the  month  of  May  laH,  hav¬ 
ing,  fmee  that  time,  at  the  requi¬ 
sition  of  W.  Lee,  Efq,  executed 
the  functions  of  fecretary  to  the 
American  commiffion,at  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  and  I  am 
at  prefent  on  the  point  of  return¬ 
ing  to  America  with  the  firft  con¬ 
voy.  I  fend  this  letter  to  Mr. 
Adams,  who  is  fet  out,  a  few 
weeks  ago,  from  Paris  for  Nun tz, 
where  he  propofes  to  embark  on 
board  the  frigate  1’ Alliance,  which, 
it  is  thought,  will  be  ready  in  a 
few  days  to  fail  for  BoHon. 

I  fliouid  certainly  have  taken  my 
p adage  on  board  the  faid  frigate 
with  him,  if  it  had  been  poffi.ble 
to  convey  my  effefls,  which  are 
Hill  here  on  fhore,  foon  enough  to 
Nantz.  I  muH,  therefore,  now 
wait  for  another  favourable  op¬ 
portunity,  and  I  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  acquaint  my  brother 
thereof,  having  lately  written  to 
him,  to  that  eh  eft,  by  the  pre¬ 
ceding  opportunity  of  a  veffel.  I 
have  endeavoured,  as  much  as  pof- 
fible,  to  acquire  a  thorough  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  true  and  exaft  Hate  of 

political 
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political  affairs  here,  considering 
the  intereft  America  has  therein  ; 
and  I  flatter  myfelf  to  have  the 
beft  informations  in  that  refpeft. 

As  a  member  of  the  congrefs, 
you  will  certainly  have  feen,  before 
now,  the  plan  of  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  as  defined  to  be 
concluded  hereafter  between  the 
States  of  Holland  and  the  United 
States  of  North  America,  feveral 
copies  thereof  having  been  fent  to 
America  fome  time  apo.  That 

O 

plan  was  figned  on  the  4th  of  Sep¬ 
tember  laft,  on  the  part  of  the 
city  of  Amsterdam,  by  John  de 
Neufville,  Efq;  properly  deputed 
for  that  purpofe  by  the  peniionary 
and  burgomaflers  of  the  faid  city, 
and  by  W.  Lee.  Efq;  commiflioner 
from  the  Congrefs,  to  whom  the 
propofitions  for  the  faid  treaty 
were  made  through  the  channel 
of  the  faid  Mr.  de  Neufville  :  but 
as  the  character  of  that  gentleman 
will  probably  be  unknown  to  you, 
I  think  it  proper  to  mention  here, 
that  he  is  one  of  the  principal  mer¬ 
chants  of  Amfterdam .  He  has  ma- 
nifefted  much  zeal  for  the  true  in¬ 
tereft  of  his  country,  of  which  he 
feems  to  have  the  mod  juft  ideas; 
and  he  has  often  declared  to  me, 
that  it  is  much  nearer  related  to 
the  commercial  interefts  of  Ame¬ 
rica  and  France,  than  to  that  of 
Great- Britain.  The  conduct  of 
this  merchant,  ariftnp-  from  that 
principle,  and  befides  that,  from 
a  principle  ftill  more  prevalent, 
namely,  that  of  promoting  the 
fuccefs  of  the  efforts  for  the  li¬ 
berty  of  each  country,  will,  I 
hope,  always  be  uniform,  and 
will  prove  favourable  to  the  caufe 
of  America.*  Confequently,  I 
make  no  doubt,  that  the  com¬ 
mercial  people  cf  America  will 
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give  him  the  preference  in  their 
future  connections,  as  a  Dutch 
merchant  and  their  friend.  This 
merchant  has  likewife  engaged 
himfelf,  by  his  iignature  to  the 
faid  plan,  being  properly  autho- 
rifed  to  that  efteCt  by  the  regency 
of  Amfterdam,  that  as  long  as 
America  Shall  not  aCt  contrary  to 
the  intcreft  of  the  States  of  Hol¬ 
land,  the  city  of  Amfterdam  will 
never  adopt  any  meafure  that  may 
tend  to  oppofe  the  intereft  of  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  but  will,  on  the  contrary, 
ufe  all  its  influence  upon  the  States 
of  the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  to  effeCl  thedefired  con¬ 
nection.  I  need  not  mention  to 
you  the  great  importance  of  the 
city  of  Amfterdam,  in  the  poli¬ 
tical  affairs  of  the  States-General : 
you  are  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  hiftory  and  ftate  of  all  coun¬ 
tries,  to  make  this  necefiary.  But 
the  lefs  informed  politicians  will 
be  aftonifhed  to  learn,  that  Am¬ 
fterdam  pays  two -thirds  of  the 
quota  part  of  Holland,  and  that 
the  Province  of  Holland  alone 
bears  two- thirds  of  the  charges  of 
all  the  Seven  United  Provinces., 
The  regency  of  this  city  has  hi¬ 
therto  remained  faithful  and  con- 
ftant  in  their  engagements,  and 
will,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  always 
continue  the  fame,  and  perfift 
therein  invariably.  •• 

The  patriotic  party  in  Holland 
has  had  much  trouble  to  thwart 
the  defigns  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  or,  to  fay  the  fame  thing 
in  another  manner,  of  the  English 
party. 

The  court  of  Great-Britain  has 
a  great  influence  upon  the  delibe¬ 
rations  of  this  country,  through 
the  channel  .  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  who  is  a  relation  to  the 

kin- 
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king  of  Great-Britain,  and  who  is 
fuppofed  to  have  the  lame  views 
as  the  former,  with  regard  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people. 

He  has  fome  of  the  lefs  confi- 
derable  provinces  fo  much  in  his 
intereft,  that  this,  above  all,  dares 
not,  as  yet,  refufe  his  demands  ; 
and  confequently  the  deputies  of 
thefe  provinces  have  referved  their 
confent,  and  divers  refolutions, 
which  the  province  of  Holland 
would  otherwife  have  taken  long 
ago,  to  the  advantage  of  America : 
but,  unfortunately  for  us,  in  this 
moment,  the  unanimity  of  the 
States  is  neceftary  in  moll  of  their 
refolutions. 

The  fpirited  conduct  which 
France  has  lately  adopted,  in  de¬ 
claring  that  He  would  feize  all 
Hutch  fhips  trading  with  Great- 
Britain,  excepting  thofe  of  Am- 
Berdam  and  Haerlem,  foon  brought 
back  the  cities  of  Rotterdam,  Dort, 
and  others.  Thefe,  fearing  to  fend 
their  vefi'els  to  fea,  and  perceiving 
that  the  people  began  to  murmur. 
Were  obliged  to  accede  to  the  reB>- 
lution,  by  which  the  deputies  of 
all  the  other  cities  of  the  province 
of  Holland  had  confented  to  grant 
convoys  to  their  veiTels,  without 
even  excepting  thofe  articles  of 
commerce,  for  which  England 
had  continually  feized'  the  Dutch 
Blips,  ever  fince  the  beginning  of 
the  war  with  France. 

Such  is  the  aftual  Bate  of  affairs 
here ;  and  every  politician  is  at 
prefent  impatient  to  know  what 
Spain  intends  to  do,  which  has 
fome  time  fince  made  very  confi- 
derable  preparations  for  war. 

The  poll  for  France  is  upon 
its  departure  ;  I  mult,  therefore, 
conclude  this  letter.  I  find  in  the 
Englifh  newfpapers,  that  your 


fermon  on  the  day  of  a  general 
fa  ft,  has  undergone  a  fifth  edition 
in  London.  I  beg  the  favour  of 
you  to  allure  your  family  of  my  re- 
fpecfts,  and  to  acquaint  my  friends 
that  I  am  very  well,  and  that  f 
intend  to  return  foon  to  America. 

- - 1  remain,  with  much  refpeft 

and  efteem.  Sir, 

Your  moft  faithful  friend, 
and  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  J.  W.  Stokton. 

1 0  the  Rev.  Air.  Witherfpoon ,  D.D. 

No.  IV.  A  Letter  from  Colonel 
Dircks,  to  the  Hon.  Henry  Lau¬ 
rens,  Efq. 

Philadelphia ,  Dec.  13,  1779. 

Sir, 

H  E  remembrance  of  your 
Excellency’s  kind  reception, 
and  the  friendftiip  which  I  expe¬ 
rienced  from  you,  at  the  time  of 
my  departure  for  Holland,  about 
a  twelvemonth  ago,  engages  me, 
in  hearing  that  your  Excellency 
is  upon  departing  for  my  country* 
to  form  the  belt  willies  for  your 
fuccefs.  1  am  forry,  that  I  am 
come  too  late  to  town,  which  de¬ 
prives  me  of  the  happinefs  of  hav¬ 
ing  an  interview  with  your  Ex¬ 
cellency,  refpefting  the  affairs  of 
Holland. 

I  have  been  in  Holland  only 
with  a  view  of  uniting'  the  two' 
countries  for  their  reciprocal  hap¬ 
pinefs;  and  I  have  fucceeded  a s 
well  as  the  different  circumftances 
would  permit. 

I  beg  the  favour  that  you  will 
be  pleafed  to  take  charge  of  the 
herein  inclofed  letters  for  my  wor¬ 
thy  friends  and  countrymen,  the 
Barons  Van  der  Capellen,  from 
whom,  and  their  friends,  I  flatter 

mvfelf 
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nryfelf  that  your  Excellency  will 
loon  learn,  that  by  rny  conduit, 
I  have  gamed  feveral  hearts,  which 
are  now  nobly  and  zealoully  in¬ 
clined  for  the  affairs  and  the  caufe 
of  the  Americans.  I  wifh  that 
this  beginning  may  in  the  courfe 
of  time  produce  many  happy 
events,  for  the  mutual  advantage 
of  both  countries. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  joining 
here  a  lilt  of  the  names  of  thofe, 
who  are  altogether  the  worthy 
friends  of  America.  I  pray  God 
to  conduft  your  Excellency,  and 
to  grant  you  the  molt  perfect  fuc- 
cel's.  This  is  the  lincere  wifh  of 
rnv  heart. 

I  remain  with  the  greateft  con¬ 
federation  and  efteem,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency’s 
moft  obedient  and 
molt  humble  fervant, 
(Signed)  J.G.Dircks. 


Lilt  of  Names. 


Henry  Ilooft  Danielfz,  ancient 
burgomalter  of  Amilerdam. 

Daniel  Hooft  Danielfz,  fecre- 
tary  to  the  regency  of  A  miter- 
dam. 


Van  Berkel,  counfellor  and 
peniionary  of  the  city  of  Amlter- 
dam. 

John  de  Neufville  and  fons* 
one  of  the  principal  commercial 
Koufes  of  Amlterdam. 

N.  B.  The  lalt  can  inform  your 
Excellency  of  all  the  commercial 
houfes,  which  are  our  friends. 

The  burgomalter  Hooft  Da¬ 
nielfz  can  inform  your  Excellency 
which  are  the  gentlemen  of  the 
regency,  in  the  intereit  of  Ame¬ 
rica. 

And  the  Barons  Van  der  Ca- 
pellen  can  inform  you  of  thofe 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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who  are  our  fnends  in  all  the 
Seven  Pr«  mces. 

A 0  bis  Excellency  Henry  Laurens,  Efq. 

.1 

No.  V.  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
A.  Gillon  to  J.lm  RutT'-ge, 
Efq  Governor  and  Commander  in 
Chief  of  South  Carolina ,  elated 
Amlterdam,  the  \ft  of  M..ich,' 
1780. 

Sir, 

1  * 

T  HAD  the  pleafure  <  f  writing 
A  to  you  the  31  It  of  December 
lalt,  and  I  fend  you  at  preffnt  co¬ 
pies  of  what  I  wrote.  M  1  d 
meo.mg  with  many  dvh  f  :ies, 
which  prevented  his  departure, 
and  the  ice  hindering  all  veffels 
from  failing  frem  hence,  I  had 
no  opportunity  of  giving  you  any 
advice  of  my  latell  negociations 
here.  This  letter  will  be  delivered 
to  your  Excellency  by  Mr.  George 
Nixon:  he  will  communicate  to 
you  a  copy  thereof  by  the  find 
opportunity,  as  foon  as  he  arrives 
at  St.  Euftatia. 

I  fhall  likewife  fend  you  a  copy 
of  tiie  correspondence  between  Mr. 
Chamont  and  a  gentieman  wiiom 
I  engaged  here  to  write  to  him  on 
the  fubjeH  of  the  two  lidps  built 
here  ;  by  which  you  will  fee,  that 
it  was  never  ferioufly  intended  to 
fell  the  faid  fbiips  to  me. 

Mr.  Franklin  has  never  re¬ 
turned  me  an  anfwer.  I  thought 
that  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Aiarns  at 
Paris  was  a  good  opportunity  to 
revive  this  affair.  1  confequently 
wrote  to  him,  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
Iz>ard,  and  Mr.  A.  Lee,  that  they 
fhould  addrefs  thernfelves  to  Mon- 
iieur  de  Sartine,  and  to  the  Count 
de  Vergennes,  minifters  at  Ver- 
failles,  to  endeavour  to  obtain  the 
[Ha]  faid 


37o]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


iaid  veffels,  by  offering  to  pay  the 
prime  coil,  or  to  take  them  by  ap~ 
praifement  of  four  impartial  per¬ 
sons,  to  be  chofen  here  by  the  two 
parties  ;  efpecially  as  I  had  al¬ 
ready  removed  here  all  difficulties, 
having  fucco.urs  promifed  to  me 
from  high  authority,  and  as  I 
could  fit  them  out  either  as  Dutch 
property  for  Euftatia,  or  as  Ame¬ 
rican  property  for  any  other  port. 
But  the  anfwers  I  received  lad 
night  from  thofe  gentlemen,  obli¬ 
ged  me  to  give  up  the  Battering 
hopes  of  fending,  you  two  of  the 
fined  veffels  in  the  world,  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-fix  feet  keel, 
fit  to  carry  twenty-eight  thirty- 
fix  pounders  upon  one  deck.  And 
though  they  drew  too  much  water 
for  our  bar,  they  would  certainly 
riot  have  tarded  to  take  fome  vef¬ 
fels  which  would  have  anfwered 
our  purpofe.  Not-  that  1  fear  that 
thofe  gentlemen  will  not  do  all  in 
their  power  to  affift  me  in  this 
affair,  and  fome  others  ;  but  they 
forefee  that  this  requeft,  in  cafe 
it  fliould  be  granted,  might  per¬ 
haps  involve  me  in  other  diffi¬ 
culties. 

There  are  feveral  veffels  in  the 
ports  of  France  which  would  fully 
anfv/er  our  purpofes  ;  but  the 
difficulties  which  I  have  already 
experienced,  fully  convince  me 
that  I  fhall  not  obtain  any  fuc- 
cours.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that 
I  have  refclved.  this  morning  to 
employ  all  your  money  in  pur- 
chafing  bar-iron,  nails,  cordage, 
fail-cloth,  cables,  anchors,  fhips- 
ftores,  and  other  things  neceffary 
to  pilots,  carpenters,  gunners,  and 
coopers  :  chirurgical  indruments 
and  medicines,  iron  hoops,  and  all 
that  I  thought  neceffary  for  three 
fri  gates,  excepting  guns,  powder. 


and  military  implements,  which  1 
am  as  yet  uncertain  whether  they 
may  be  embarked.  I  intend  to 
buy  the  mod  eifential  articles 
double  what  is  neceffary  for  thefe 
veffels  ;  and  like  wife  double  the 
quantity  of  the  fmall  articles;  and 
in  cafe  I  fiiould  have  any  money 
remaining,  I  intend  to  employ  it 
in  purchafing  woollen  cloth,  linen, 
flroes,  dockings,  and  hats  for  our 
troops,  and  to  fend  all  thefe 
effects,  as  foon  as  poffihle,  by  dif¬ 
ferent  veffels,  to  St.  Euflatia, 
from  whence  you  may  draw  them, 
by  your  orders,  whenever  you  {hall 
think  it  convenient.  It  will,  per¬ 
haps,  be  neceffary  to  infure  here 
the  articles  which  appear  to  be 
dedined  for  large  drips,  in  cafe 
they  fhould  happen  to  be  taken  by 
the  Englifh,  as  well  as  the  cables 
and  anchors. 

Meffrs.  Nicholas,  and  Jacob 

Van  Staphord,  merchants  here, 

will  do  the  bufinefs,  and  they  have 

'  * 

promifed  me  a  credit  of  thirty 
thoufand  florins  (very  likely  I 
fhall  be  able  to  get  more  from 
them,  on  my  own  credit)  until 
you  come  yourfelf,  as  I  now  de¬ 
fire  you  to  do,  which  fum,  with 
Mr.  Screipreifer’s  loan  and  your 
own  money,  will  make  up  a  hand- 
fome  fum,  to  accomplifh  the  faid 
views,  and  fave  the  State  fome 
lofs  on  the  plan  propofed  by  your 
Excellency  to  procure  it  a  good 
marine.  Pardon  me,  if  I  fpeak 
my  fentiments  at  prefent,  on  what 
may  be  done. 

If  the  State  perfifls  in  the  re- 
folution  of  having  a  good  marine, 
the  three  frigates  ought  to  be 
built  at  Philadelphia,  Bofton  and 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampflrire. 
The  opposition  I  have  met  with 
in  Francs  proves  clearly  to  me,  that 

-  they 
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*bty  newer  had  an  intention  that 
America  Jhould  have  a  marine ; 
otherwife  they  would  certainly 
have  1'old  the  ten  blips  which  were 
here  lying  empty,  iince  that  would 
not  have  diminifhed  their  ftrength, 
"which  they  made  a  plea  of  lad 
Jpring,  when  I  propofed  to  them 
a  plan,  by  which  Georgia  would 
haue  been  delivered  by  lad  May  ; 
but  even  then,  they  refujed  to  let 
us  have  one  Jhip. 

Captain  Yoyner  has  done  every 
thing  in  his  power  with  refpedt  to 
your  affairs,  and  he  will  return  to 
St.  Eudatia  by  the  fird  good  op¬ 
portunity,  as  will  all  the  other 
officers.  I  will  follow  him  imme¬ 
diately  :  may  I,  on  that  account, 
deiire  your  Excellency  to  fend 
Captain  Yoyner’s  orders,  that  he 
may  find  them  at  St.  Eudatia,  un¬ 
der  cover  to  Mr.  Anfon,  and  the 
governor  of  that  place,  or  to  whom 
you  pleafe.  i  lhall  have  great 
pleafure  to  find  myfelf  equally- 
honoured  with  your  orders,  and 
to  know  how  the  goods  ought  to 
be  dripped  there.  1  think,  with 
your  permifiion,  that  if  two  or 
three  continental  frigates  were 
fent  here  to  take  them,  that  would 
be  a  more  certain  method  ;  but  I 
cannot  know  it  till  after  I  am  ar¬ 
rived  there,  and  I  fhall  place  them 
in  the  warehoufes  of  good  mer¬ 
chants. 

I  have  not  been  honoured  with 
a  fino-le  line  from  our  government 

O  o 

iince  the  3  i  d  of  January,  1779,  io 
that  I  am  at  prefent  obliged  to  aft 
without  orders,  not  doubting  that 
you  and  my  country  will  readily 
give  me  credit  for  ailing  to  the 
bed  of  my  judgment  for  your  in- 
tereds,  and  that  you  and  they  will 
approve  of  my  conduit,  fince  that 
approbation  is  the  only,  recom- 
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pence  to  which  I  have  looked  in  all 
that  I  have  been  able  to  effect  by 
my  feeble  endeavours.  Pleafe 
God !  I  fhould  have  been  able  to 
have  done  more,  if  the  courage  of 
your  pretended  friends  had  not 
been  greater  than  that  of  your 
real  ones.  I  am  very  certain  I 
fhould  have  been  with  you  a  long 
time  before  this  with  an  ample 
fuccour ;  but  I  have  the  confo- 
lation.  to  refleft,  that  I  have  done 
as  much  as  any  perfon  fent  from 
America  has  been  able  to  effeit  in 
Europe,  to  obtain  credit  for  a 
date  (South  Carolina)  which  was 
confidered  at  the  time  I  negociated 
tiie  loan,  as  entirely  in  the  poffc-f- 
don  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  had  many  interviews  with 
the  lenders  ;  and  the  brokers  in 
thofe  affairs  would  have  procured 
me,  in  fix  weeks ,  a  million  of 
. florins ,  at  five  per  cent,  inter  eft, 
for  ten  or  fifteen  years ,  if  the  pow¬ 
ers  with  which  I  was  invefted  had 
been  authorized  by  our  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  their  fatisfaction. 
However,  I  have  made  them  pro- 
mife,  that  if  the  guarantee  of  Con- 
grefis ,  for  which  I  now  write  to 
your  Excellency,  fhall  arrive  whilft 
I  remain  here,  they  will  advance 
the  fiaid  million  on  that  fiecurity , 
until  the  full  powers  and  guarants, 
fuch  as  I  inclofe,  which  are  of  their 
own  compobtion,  and  tranilated 
by  their  notary,  fhall  come  over. 
I  now  fend  you  the  Dutch  original 
and  the  trandation,  for  your  ap¬ 
probation,  and  the  Dutch  ori¬ 
ginal  and  an  Englifh  trandation  of 
the  guarantee  of  Congrefs.  If  I 
were  at  this  moment  in  poffedioa 
of  fuch  papers,  I  could  get  four 
millions  efi  florins ,  which  makes 
about  three  millions  of  Carolina 
currency ,  at  Jive  per  cent .  payable 

[A  a]  2  in, 
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in  fifteen  years,  viz.  nothing  for 
the  fir  ft  ten  years,  but  one  million 
every  year  afterwards,  until  the 
whole  was  paid.  The  intereft 
payable  every  year.  The  broker's 
com  million,  or  premium  as  they 
call  it  here,  is  from  one  to  two 
per  cent,  on  the  capital  at  the 
time  of  vcur  receiving  it ;  one 
per  : v.  t.  the  merchant’s  coin- 
mi  ffio?v  for  negociating  the  bu- 
finefs,  and  one  half  per  cent,  on 
the  annual  intereft,  and  one  per 
cent,  com  million  on  the  reim- 
burfement  of  the  capital;  which 
together,  would  carry  the  intereft 
to  about  five  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  a  year. 

The  objections  which  they  make 
ag-ainlt  my  prefent  full  power  is, 
that  it  is  therein  fpecified,  for 
three  frigates,  and  that  there  is  a 
complication  in  faying,  that  I 
may  negotiate  any  indeterminate 
fum,  inftead  of  naming  the  fixed 
fum.  This  want  of  fpeciftc  pre- 
cifion  a  ft  eels  them  to  that  degree, 
that  X  cannot  give  them  any  fa- 
tisfadlion. 

Your  Excellency  is  at'  prefent 
informed,  upon  what  condition 
the  fum  in  queftion  may  be  pro¬ 
cured,  in  cafe  the  State  fliould  be 
in  want  thereof.  If  the  laft  fliould 
be  the  cafe,  and  if  the  conditions 
are  approved  of,  it  would  be  beft 
to  fend  a  fit  perfon  here  with  fuch 
full  powers  and  guarantee,  in 
fending  two  or  three  copies  after 
him  ;  or  elfe  to  fend  the  laid  do¬ 
cuments  to  Meftrs.  Nicholas  and 
Jacob  Van  Staphorft,  merchants 
here,  or  to  fame  other  good,  folid 
D  utch  houfe  here,  with  your  orders 
how  the  faid  money  is  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  here.  But  as  the  faid 
Meftrs.  Van  Staphorft  have  laid 
the  foundation  of  this  affair,  I 


leave  it  to  the  judgment  of  yonr 
Excellency,  whether  it  would  not 
be  beft  to  intruft  them  with  the 
execution  thereof.  X  have  had 
dealings  with  them  for  above  ten 
years,  and  am  informed  that  they 
are  generally  looked  upon  as  a 
very  folid  Dutch  houfe,  of  a  good 
capital,  and  known  integrity. 

X  have  an  opportunity  of  know¬ 
ing  what  is  doing  here,  and  I  havq 
received  from  perfons  (ft  refpefla- 
b'e  authority  the  intelligence  fpe- 
cified  in  the  paper  annexed.  Tlie 
Ditch  have  aefigned  tftefe  nine 
months  to  have  a  perfon  here,  au~ 
thorifed  by  Congrejs  ;  not  that  they 
would  receive  him  as  a  public  mi- 
nijler ;  but  they  are  very  anxious 
to  have  the  molt  accurate  inform¬ 
ation  :  and  fuch  a  perfon  might 
have  laid  the  foundation  of  a 
treaty  with  us,  until  affairs  ill  all 
be  come  to  greater  maturity  :  he 
might  alfo  have  been  able  to  get 
money  here.  The  objection  againft 
the  adlual  loan  of  money  for  the 
Congrefs  here  is,  that  it  does  not 
proceed  diredlly  from  America  ; 
and  to  ufe  the  language  of  the 
Old  Dutchman,  it  is  to  be  fran- 
chifed. 

I  am  perfuaded,  that  if  tire 
Preiident  Laurens  arrives  here 
foon,  he  will  find  a  reafonable 
and  ample  fum.  X  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  acquainting  the  noble 
Continental  Congrefs  on  what 
terms.  X  am  lure  of  being  able 
to  borrow  here  a  fufficient  ium  at 
about  five  and  a  quarter,  or  five 
and  a  half  per  cent,  including  all 
expences. 

I  am  in  hopes  of  receiving  foon 
advices  from  you  :  if  not,  I  fhall 
continue  as  mentioned  above,  and 
do  as  well  as  X  can,  malting  all 
the  difpatch  in  my  power  to  return 

home. 
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home.  I  could  have  wifhed  that 
my  fate  had  been  to  remain  in 
America,  efpeciaily  as  I  fhouid 
have  willingly  fupported  all  fa¬ 
tigues,  and,  with  a  good  heart, 
braved  all  dangers,  in  preference 
to  the  plan  of  begging,  which  the 
neceffity,  occa honed  by  frequent 
deceptions,  has  forced  me  to 
adopt. 

I  mod:  lincerely  wifh  you  health 
and  happinefs,  and  remain  with 
due  refpect,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency’s 
moll  obedient  and 

moil  humble  lervant,  . 

(Signed)  A.  Gillon. 

P.  S.  Mr.  Beaumarchais  will 
not  yet  pay  any  thing,  nor  furnilh 
any  account. 

His  Excellency  'John  Rutledge ,  Efqt 

Governor  and  Cojnmauder  in 

Chief  of  South  Carolina . 

Two  letters  were  alfo  commu¬ 
nicated,  written  by  J.  D.  Van 
Der  Capellan  to  Mr.  Laurens, 
but  as  they  only  contain  the  fen- 
timents  of  a  private  individual,  we 
have  not  thought  it  neceffary  to 
infert  them. 


Memorial  prefented  to  the  States- 
General  on  the  loth  infant ,  by 
Sir  Jofeph  Yorke,  his  Majefiy’s 
Asnbaffador  at  the  Hague,  con¬ 
cerning  the  five  Papers  found 
amongfi  thofe  of  Mr.  Laurens, 
late  Prefedent  of  the  Congrefs. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

HE  King,  my  mailer,  has, 
through  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  reign,  ihevved  the  moll  fin- 
cere  defire  for  preferving  the  uni¬ 
on,  which  has  fubiiiled  upwards  of 
an  age,  between  his  Crown  and 
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the  Republic.  This  union  is 
founded  on  the  durable  bafis  of  a 
reciprocal  interell,  and  as  it  has 
greatly  contributed  to  the  welfare 
of  both  nations,  the  natural  ene¬ 
my  of  both  the  one  and  the  other 
is  ufing  his  ntmofl  policy  to  de- 
ilroy  it ;  and  for  fome  time  pail 
his  endeavours  have  been  but  too 
fuccefsfu.lj,  being  fupportC  by  a 
faction  that  aims  at  dom  ering 
over  the  republic,  and  which  is  at 
all  times  ready  to  facrifice  the  ge¬ 
neral  interef:  to  their  own  private 
views. 

The  king  has  beheld,  with 
equal  regret  and  furprife,  the  fmall 
effeft  which  his  repeated  claims  for 
the  ilipulated  fuccours,  and  the 
reprefentations  of  his  ambaffador, 
on  the  daily  violation  of  the  moil 
folemn  engagements,  have  pro¬ 
duced. 

His  Majefcy’s  moderation  has 
induced  him  to  attribute  this  con- 
dufl  of  your  PJigh  Mightineffes 
to  the  intrigues  of  a  prevailing 
faction  ;  and  he  would  Hill  per- 
fuade  hipifelf,  that  your  jullice 
and  difcernment  will  determine 
you  to  fulfil  your  engagements 
towards  him,  and  to  prove  by 
your  whole  conduct,  that  you  are 
relolved  vigoroufly  to  adhere  to 
the  fyilenj  formed  by  the  wifdom 
of  your  ancellors,  which  is  the 
only  one  that  can  fecure  the  fafety 
and  glory  of  the  republic. 

The  an  Ever  which  your  High 
Mightineffes  return  to  this  decla¬ 
ration,  which  the  underfigned 
makes  by  the  exprefs  order  of  his 
Court,  will  be  confidered  as  the 
touchftone  of  your  intentions  and 
fentiments  refpecting  the  King. 

For  a  long  time  pall  the  King 
has  had  innumerable  indications 
of  the  dangerous  defigns  of  an  un- 

[J  a]  3  ruljr 
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ruly  cabal ;  but  the  papers  of  Mr. 
Laurens,  who  ftyles  himfelf  Pre- 
fident  of  the  pretended  Congrefs, 
furnilh.es  the  difcovery  of  a  plot, 
unexampled  in  all  the  annals  of 
the  republic.  It  appears  by  thefe 
papers,  that  the  Gentlemen  of 
Ahfderdam  have  been  engaged  in 
a  clandeftine  correfpondence  with 
the  American  rebels,  from  the 
month  of  Auguil  1778,  and  that 
in  Urn  diems  and  full  powers  had 
been  given  by  them  for  the  con- 
clufion  of  a  treaty  of  indifputabie 
amity  with  thofe  rebels,  who  are 
the  fubje&s  of  a  fovereign  to  whom 
the  republic  is  united  by  the  clofeft 
engagements.  The  authors  of  this 
plot  do  not  even  attempt  to  deny 
it,  but  on  the  contrary  vainly  en¬ 
deavour  to  juftify  their  condud. 

In  thefe  tire  umftances,  his  Ma- 
jeliy,  relying  on  the  equity  of 
your  High  Mightineffes,  demands 
a  formal  difavow&l  of  fuch  irre¬ 
gular  conduct,  which  is  no  lefs 
contrary  to  your  molt  facred  en¬ 
gagements,  than  to  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  the  conffxtution  of 
Batavia.  The  King  demands 
equally  a  prompt  fatisfadlion, 
proportioned  to  the  offence,  and 
an  exemplary  punifhment  on  the 
penlioner  Van  Berkel,  and  his 
accomplices,  as  dillurbers  of  the 
public  peace,  and  violators  of  the 
law  of  nations. 

His  Majeity  perfuades  himfelf, 
that  the  anfwer  of  your  High 
Mightineffes  will  be  fpeedy  and 
fatisfadory  in  all  refpects ;  but 
ihould  the  contrary  happen, — if 
your  High  Mightineffes  fhould 
refufe  fo  juff  a  demand,  or  en¬ 
deavour  to  elude  it  by  filence, 
which  will  be  regarded  as  a  re- 
fufal ;  then  the  King  cannot  but 
conhder  the  republic  i  tie  If  as  ap¬ 


proving  of  thofe  outrages  which 
they  refufe  to  difavow,  and  to 
punim  ;  and  after  fuch  conduct, 
his  Maj.edy  will  find  himfelf  under 
the  neceffity  of  taking  thofe  mea- 
fures  which  the  prelervaticn  of  his 
own  dignity  and  the  effential  in- 
terefts  of  his  people  demand. 

Given  at  the  Hague, 

Nov,  10,  1780. 

(Signed)  Joseph  Yorke. 


Hague,  Nov.  16.  The  following, 
ts  the  Reflation  taken  by  the 
States  -  General  cf  the  United 
Provinces,  relative  to  the  In¬ 
fills  and  Violences  committed  at 
the  If  and  of  St.  Martin,  on  the 
Q)th  of  laf  A  u  guff. 

T1  HAT  Count  tVelderen,  the 
Min 2 Her  Plenipotentiary  from 
their  High  Mightineffes  to  the 
Britifh  Court,  be  charged  to  make 
the  ffrongeff  complaints  of  the 
laid  infults  and  violences,  and  to 
represent  in  the  moll  energetic 
manner.  That  their  High  Migh¬ 
tineffes  think  themfelves  in  the 
molt  fupreme  degree  aggrieved  by 
the  premeditated  violence  of  the 
incontefiable  territory  of  the  State 
at  the  ifland  cf  St.  Martin  done 
by  the  officers  of  his  Britifh  Ma- 
jefey,  according  to  the  exprefs 
orders  of  the  King,  and  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  written  declaration 
of  thofe  officers. 

That  no  power  ever  doubted 
but  all  bays  and  roads  belonged  to 
the  fame  powers  as  the  lands  an¬ 
nexed  to  them,  and  that  all  who 
might  be  in  them  were  flickered 
from  the  rights  of  war,  and  from 
all  hoflile  purfuits  ■  and  that  no 
power  is  in  any  way  authorifed  to 
take,  or  in  any  refpeft  to  moled , 
veffels  fo  Iheltered  again il  the  will 
'  of 


STATE 

of  the  fovereign,  without  its  be¬ 
ing  looked  upon  as  an  indirect  at¬ 
tack  :  that  notwithdanding  this, 

O  7 

the  men  of  war  of  the  Kirn?  of 
Great-Britam,  fent  on  purpofeby 
his  Admiral,  had  by  liis  order 
feized  feme  'American  vefTels 
which  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
ifland  of  St.  Martin,  under  the 
canaon  of  the  fort,  and  took  them 
4  via  fadti,’  threatening,  if  the 
lead  refillance  was  made  by  the 
fort,  that  it,  together  with  the 
whole  village  belonging  to  their 
High  Mightineffes,  ffiould  be 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  a  force 
fufHcient  was  fent  to  carry  thefe 
their  orders  into  execution. 

That  their  High  MightineSs 
cannot  look  upon  this  violent  ftep 
in  any  other  light  than  as  an  open 
violation  of  their  territory,  and  a 
contempt  of  the  independent  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  State  ;  and  hatter 
themfelves  that  his  Majedy  mud 
perceive,  that,  if  an  independent 
power  of  Europe  is  to  be  expofed 
to  fuch  infults  as  this,  all  liberty 
and  fecurity,  both  in  and  out  of 
Europe,  will  then  only  depend 
upon  force  ;  and  confequently, 
that  the  King  will  be  difbleafed 
at  this  hodile  action  committed 
by  his  officers  again d  the  territory 
of  a  power,  which  has  not  only 
had  the  honour  to  be  allied  to 
Great-Britain  for  upwards  of  a 
century,  and  to  live  in  peace  and 
friend lhip  with  her,  but  from  the 
beginning  of  the  prefent  troubles 
in  America  has  not  refuted  to  re¬ 
drain  its  fubjedls  from  trading 
with  North- America  in  a  manner 
for  which  his  Majedy  has  acknow¬ 
ledged  his  fatisfadtion. 

That  their  High  Mightineifes 
could  not  pafs  over  in  filence  what 
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has  happened,  but  at  the  fame 
time  mud  proted  foleinnly  againd 
it,  and  mod  drongly  dedre  of  his 
Majedy,  what  they  hope  from  his 
juftice,  his  friendffiip,  and  his 
equity,  to  obtain,  which  is,  a  full 
latisfadlion  for  the  violation  of 
their  territory,  in  which  the  in¬ 
tentions  of  his  Majedy  may  be 
made  appear  relative  to  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  powers  not  included  in 
the  troubles  of  the  prefent  war, 
and  of  their  territories  in  general, 
and  of  thofe  of  the  Republic  of 
the  United  Provinces  in  parti¬ 
cular,  Sec. 


Memorial  prefent ed  to  the  States- 
Generai,  by  Sir  Jofeph  Yorke, 
071  the  12th  of  December,  1780. 

High  and  Mighty  Lords, 

HP  H  E  uniform  condudt  of  the 
King  towards  the  Republic  ; 
the  friendffiip  which  hath  lb  long 
fubiided  between  the  two  nations  ; 
the  right  of  lovereigns,  and  the 
faith  of  the  mod  folemn  engage- 
ments,  will  decide,  without  doubt, 
the  anfwer  of  your  High  Migh- 
tinedes  to  the  Memorial  which  the 
under-figned  prefented  fome  time 
ago,  by  exprefs  order  of  his  Court. 
It  would,  be  to  midrud  the  wifdom 
and  the  judice  of  your  High  Migh¬ 
tiness  to  fuppofe  that  you  could 
poife  a  moment  in  giving  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  demanded  by  his  Ma- 

jelly* 

As  the  refolutions  cf  your  High 
Mightinedes  of  the  27  th  of  No¬ 
vember  were  the  refult  of  a  deli¬ 
beration  which  regarded  only  the 
inferior  of  your  government,  and 
did  not  enter  upon  an  Anfwer  to 
the  faid  Memorial,  the  only  re¬ 
mark  to  be  made  on  thofe  refo¬ 
ld  a]  4  Unions 
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lutions  is,  that  the  principles 
which  have  diftated  them  evi¬ 
dently  prove  the  jufli.ce  of  the  de¬ 
mand  made  by  the  King. 

In  deliberating  upon  that  Me¬ 
morial,  to  which  the  under-figned 
here  requires,  in  the  name  of  Ills 
Court,  an  immediate  and  fatis- 
fa.  clary  anfwer  in  every  re  ip  eft, 
your  High Mightirieffes  will doubt- 
lefs  milder  that  the  affair  is  of 
the  laft  importance ;  that  it  re¬ 
lates  to  the  complaint  of  an  of¬ 
fended  fovereign  ;  that  the  offence, 
for  which  he  demands  an  exem¬ 
plary  punifhment,  and  a  complete 
fatisfaftion,  is  a  violation  of  the 
Batavian  ponftimtion,  of  which 
the  King  is  a  guarantee  ;  an  in¬ 
fraction  of  the  public  faith  ;  an 
attempt  again  ft  the  dignity  ©f  his 
Crown  !  The  King  has  never 
imagined  that  your  High  Migh- 
tineftes  had  approved  of  a  treaty 
with  his  rebellious  fubiefts.  That 
had  been  railing  the  buckler  on. 
your  part ;  a  declaration  of  war. 
But  the  offence  has  been  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  magiftrates  of  a 
city  which  makes  a  eonfiderable 
part  of  the  State  ;  and  it  belongs 
to  the  fovereign  power  to  punifh 
and  give  fatisfaftion  for  it. 

His  Majefty,  by  the  complaints 
made  by  his  Ambaffador,  has 
placed  the  punilhment  and  the 
reparation  in  the  hands  of  your 
High  Mightineffes ;  and  it  will 
not  be  till  the  laft  extremity,  that 
is  to  fay,  in  the  cafe  of  a  denial 
of  juftice,  or  of  filence,  which 
mu  ft  be  interpreted  as  a  refufal, 
that  the  King  will  take  them  upon 
himfelf. 

Done  at  the  Hague,  the  12th 
of  December,  1780. 

(Signed)  Le  Cheval.  Yof  ke. 


M  ANIFES  T  O 
Of  the  Court  of  Great-Britain, 

George  R. 

(L.  S.J'T'HROUGH  the  whole 
^  courfe  of  our  reign, 
our  conduft  towards  the  States- 
General  of  the  United  Provinces 
has  been  that  of  a  fincere  friend 
and  faithful  ally.  Had  they  ad-' 
hered  to  thofe  wife  principles 
which  ufed  to  govern  the  Re¬ 
public,  they  muft  have  fhewn 
themfelyes  equally  felicitous  to 
maintain  the  friend  fhip  which  has 
Jo  long  fubfifted  between  the  two 
nations,  and  which  is  eftentiai  to 
the  interefts  of  both  :  but  from  the 
prevalence  of  a  faftion  devoted  to 
France,  and  following  the  diftates 
of  that  court,  a  very  different  po¬ 
licy  has  prevailed.  The  return 
made  to  our  friendfhip,  for  fome 
time  paft,  has  been  an  open  con¬ 
tempt  of  the  moil  fplemn  engage¬ 
ments,  and  a  repeated  violation 
of  public  faith. 

On  the  commencement  of  the 
defen  five  war,  in  which  we  found 
qurfeives  engaged  by  the  aggreflion. 
of  France,  we  fhewed  a  tender  re¬ 
gard  for  the  interefts  of  the  States- 
general,  and  a  defire  of  fecuring 
to  their  fubjefts  every  advantage 
of  trade,  cohfiftent  with  the  great 
and  juft  principle  of  our  own  de¬ 
fence.  Our  AfmbafTador  was  in- 
ftrufted  to  offer  a  friendly  nego¬ 
tiation,  to  obviate  every  thing 
that  might  lead  to  difagreeable 
dificuflion  ;  and  to  this  offer  fo~ 
1'emnly  made  by  him  to  the  States- 
genera],  the  2d  of  November,  1778, 
no  attention  was  paid. 

After  the  number  of  our  ene¬ 
mies  increafed  by  the  aggreflion  of 
'Spain,  equally  unprovoked  with, 
that  of  France,  we  found  it  ne- 
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ceftary  to  call  upon  the  States- 
general  for  the  performance  of 
their  engagements.  The  fifth  ar- 
tide  of.  the  perpetual  defenfive 
alliance  between  our  Crown  and 
the  States-general,  concluded  at 
Weftminfter  the  3d  of  March,  1 678, 
befides  the  general  engagements 
for  fuccours,  exprefsly  iripulates, 
c  That  that  party  of  the  two  al¬ 
lies  that  is  net  attacked,  fhall  be 
obliged  to  break  with  the  aggrefi.br 
in  two  months  after  the  party  at¬ 
tacked  fhall  require  it:’ — Yet  two 
years  have  pafied,  without  the  leaf! 
aflillance  given  to  us,  without  a 
fingle  fyllable  in  anfvver  to  our 
repeated  demands. 

So  totally  regardlefs  have  the 
States  been  of  their  treaties  with 
us,  that  they  readily  promifed  our 
enemies  to  obferve  a  neutrality, 
in  direbl  contradiction  to  thofe  en¬ 
gagements;  and  v/hrlfi  they  have 
withheld  from  us  the  fuccours  they 
were  bound  to  furnifh,  every  fe- 
cret  afiifiance  has  been  given  the 
enemy;  and  inland  duties  have 
been  taken  off,  for  the  fcle  pur- 
pofe  of  facilitating  the  carriage  of 
naval  fiores  to  France. 

In  direbl  and  open  violation  of 
treaty,  they  fuffered  an  American 
pirate  to  remain  feveral  weeks  in 
one  of  their  ports,  and  even  per¬ 
mitted  a  part  of  his  crew  to  mount 
guard  in  a  fort  in  the  Texel. 

In  the  Eafi-Indies,  the  fubjetls 
of  the  States-general,  in  concert 
with  France,  have  endeavoured  to 
j-aife  up  enemies  again!!  us. 

In  the  Wefi-Indics,  particularly 
at  St.  Euftatia,  every  protection 
and  afiifiance  has  been  given  to 
our  rebellious  fubjebls.  Their 
privateers  are  openly  received  in 
the  Dutch  harbours  ;  allowed  to 
relit  there ;  fupplied  with  arms 
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and  ammunition ;  their  crews  re¬ 
cruited  ;  their  prizes  brought  in 
and  fold  ;  and  all  this  in  direbl 
violation  of  as  clear  and  folemn 
fiipulations  as  can  be  made. 

This  condubt,  fo  inconfifient 
with  all  good  faith,  fo  repugnant 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  wifeft  part  of 
the  Dutch  nation,  is  chiefly  to  be 
aferibed  to  the  prevalence  of  the 
leading  magiftrates  of  Amfterdam, 
whofe  fecret  correfpondence  with 
our  rebellious  fubjebls  was  fuf- 
pebted,  long  before  it  was  made 
known  by  the  fortunate  difeovery 
of  a  treaty,  the  iirfi  article  of 
which  is  : — • 

There  fhall  be  a  firm,  invio¬ 
lable,  and  univerfal  peace,  and 
fincere  friendfhip,  between  their 
High  Mightineftes  the  States  of 
the  Seven  United  Provinces  of 
Holland,  and  the  United  States 
of  North-America,  and  the  fub¬ 
jebls  and  people  of  the  faid  par¬ 
ties  :  and  between  the  countries, 
ifiands,  cities,  and  towns,  fituated 
under  the  jurifdibtion  of  the  faid 
United  States  of  Holland,  and  the 
faid  United  States  of  America, 
and  the  people  and  inhabitants 
thereof,  of  every  degree,  without 
exception  of  perfons  or  places.” 

This  treaty  was  figned  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  17/3,  by  the  exprefs  or¬ 
der  of  the  Penfionary  of  Amfter¬ 
dam,  and  other  '  principal  ma¬ 
giftrates  of  that  city. — They  now 
not  only  avow  the  whole  tranf- 
abtion,  but  glory  in  it,  and  ex¬ 
prefsly  fay,  even  to  the  States- 
general,  that  what  they  did  ‘  was 
what  their  indifpenfable  duty  re¬ 
quired.’ 

In  the  mean  time,  the  States- 
general  declined  to  give  any  an- 
fwer  to  the  Memorial  prefented 
by  our  Ambaftador ;  and  this  re- 

fufal 
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fafal  was  aggravated  by  their 
proceeding  upon  other  bufinefs, 
nay  upon  the  confideration  of  this 
very  fubjecd  to  internal  purpofes  ; 
and.,  while  they  found  it  impoffible 
to  approve  the  conduct  of  their 
fubje&s,  they  ff ill  indudrioufly 
avoided  to  give  us  the  fatisfadlion 
fo  manifedly  due. 

We  had  every  right  to  .expecd, 
that  fueh  a  difcoverv  would  have 
roufed  them  to  a  jud  indignation 
at  the  infult  offered  to  us,  and  to 
thcmfelves  ;  and  that  they  would 
have  been  eager  to  give  us  full 
and  ample  fatisfaftion  for  the 
offence,  and  to  infiifl  the  fevered 
punifhment  upon  the  offenders. 
The  urgency  of  the  buiinefs  made 
an  infant  anfwer  effential  to  the 
honour  and  fafetyof  this  country. 
The  demand  was  accordingly 
preffed  by  our  Ambaffador  in  re¬ 
peated  conferences  with  the  mi- 
niders ;  and  in  a  fecond  Memo¬ 
rial  it  was  preffed  with  all  the 
earneftnefs  which  could  proceed 
from  our  ancient  friend fn ip  and 
the  fenfe  of  recent  injuries  ;  and 
the  anfwer  now  given  to  a  Memo¬ 
rial  on  fuch  a  fubjeft,  delivered 
above  five  weeks  ago,  is,  4  That 
the  States  have  taken  it  ad  refer¬ 
endum.  ’  —  Such  an  anfwer,  upon 
fuch  an  occafion,  could  only  be 
di&ated  by  the  fixt  purpofe  of 
holfility  meditated,  and  already 
refolved,  by  the  States,  induced 
by  the  offenfive  Councils  of  Am- 
flerdam  thus  to  countenance  the 
hoflile  aggreffion,  which  the  ma- 
giftratcs  of  that  city  have  made  in 
the  name  cf  the  Republic. 

There  is  an  pnd  of  the  faith  of 
all  treaties  with  them,  if  Amfter- 
dam  may  ufurp  the  foyereign 
power,  may  violate  thofe  treaties 
with  impunity,  by  pledging  the 


States  to  engagements  direflly 
contrary,  and  leaguing  the  Re¬ 
public  with  the  rebels  of  a  fove- 
reign  to  whom  Ihe  is  bound  by  the 
doled  ties.  An  infraction  of  the 
law  cf  nations,  by  the  meaned 
member  of  any  country,  gives  the 
injured  State  a  right  to  demand 
fatisfaflion  and  punifhment; — - 
how  much  more  fo,  when  the 
injury  complained  of  is  a  fiagiant 
violation  of  public  faith,  com¬ 
mitted  by  leading  and  predomi¬ 
nant  members  in  the  State  ?  Since 
then  the  fatisfadtion  we  have  de¬ 
manded  is  not  given,  we  mud, 
though  mod  reludlantly,  do  our- 
felves  that  juftifie  which  we  cannot 
otherwife  obtain  :  we  mud  con- 
fider  the  States-general  as  parties 
in  the  injury  which  they  will  not 
repair,  as  fharers  in  the  aggreffion 
which  they  refufe  to  punilh,  and 
mud  aft  accordingly.  We  have 
therefore  ordered  our  Ambaffador 
to  withdraw  from  the  Hague,  and 
fnall  immediately  purfue  fuch  vi¬ 
gorous  meafures  as  the  occafion 
fully  judifies,  and  our  dignity  and 
the  effential  intereds  of  our  people 
require. 

From  a  regard  to  the  Dutch 
nation  at  large,  we  with  it  were 
poffible  to  direct  thofe  meafures 
wholly  againd  Amfterdam  ;  but 
this  cannot  be,  unlefs  the  States- 
general  will  immediately  declare, 
that  A mfferdam  fhall,  upon  this 
occafion,  receive  no  affidance  from 
them,  but  be  left  to  abide  the 
conlequences  of  its  aggreffion. 

Whilft  Amderdam  is  fufiered  to 
prevail  in  the  general  councils^ 
and  is  backed  by  the  drength  of 
the  State,  it  is  impoffible  to  refid 
the  aggreffion  of  lb  confiderable  a 
part,  without  contending  with  the 
whole.  But  we  are  too  fenfible 
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of  the  common  interefts  of  both 
countries  not  to  remember,  in  the 
midft  of  fuch  a  conteft,  that  the 
only  point  to  be  aimed  at  by  us  is 
to  raife  a  difpolition  in  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  Republic  to  return  to 
our  ancient  union,  by  giving-  us 
that  fatisfadtion  for  the  pail,  and 
fecurity  for  the  future,  which  we 
fh all  be  as  ready  to  receive  as  they 
can  be  to  offer,  and  to  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  which  we  flia.ll  diredt 
all  our  operations.  We  mean  only 
to  provide  for  our  own  fecurity, 
by  defeating  the  dangerous  de- 
figns  that  have  been  formed  againil 
us.  We  fhall  ever  be  difpoied  to 
return  to  friendlhip  with  the  States- 
general,  when  they  fincerely  re¬ 
vert  to  that  fyftem  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  their  anceftors  formed,  and 
which  has  now  been  fubverted  by 
a  powerful  fadlion,  confpiring  with 
France  againil  the  true  interefts  of 
the  Republic,  no  lefs  than  againft 
thofe  of  Great  Britain. 

St .  James's,  December  2 o,  1780. 

G.R. 


Letter  from  Count  Welderen  to 
Lard  Stormont. 

My  Lord, 

AM  much  obliged  to  your 
excellency  for  your  attention 
and  offer  of  fending  a  packet- boat 
to  Margate,  for  my  p  aft  age  to 
Gftend.  I  (hall  have  no  occafion 
for  the  fame,  having  already  en¬ 
gaged  a  veftel  from  Often d,  nam¬ 
ed  Le  Courier  de  1’Europe,  for 
that  purpofe.  This  veftel  is  now 
Lino-  at  the  Tower,  ready  to  take 
in  my  baggage.  I  beg  your  ex¬ 
cellency  will  be  pleafed  to  caufe 
the  neceftary  orders  to  be  iffued 
from  the  Treafary  and  the  Cuftom- 
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houfe,  that  it  may  be  embarked 
without  any  hindrance.  As  foon. 
as  this  is  done,  the  faid  veftel  will 
fail  for  Margate,  whither  I  fhall 
repair  by  land  with  the  Countefs 
of  Welderen.  I  alfo  beg  your 
excellency  to  furnifh  me  with  the 
neceftary  paffports  for  my  voyage, 
and  likevvife  with  two  paffports 
for  two  Dutch  expreftes,  named 
J.  Paux,  and  Augent  Kohler,  by 
the  way  of  Harwich. 

I  cannot  help  at  ihe  fame  time, 
to  exprefs  my  furprize  to  your 
Jordfhip,  in  receiving  back  from 
your  excellency’s  office  the  letter 
which  I  had  the  honour  to  fend 
there :  nor  was  I  lefs  aftonifhed 
when  my  fecretary,  whom  I  had 
fent  to  your  lordfjiip’s  office,  to 
inquire  the  reafon  of  returning  the 
fat'd  letter,  without  being  opened, 
acquainted  me  therewith.  Give 
me  leave  to  obferve  to  your  lord- 
fhip,  that  it  is  impoffible  to  know 
whether  a  propofition  is  admiffible 
or  not,  before  it  has  been  feen 
and  examined.  Their  High  Migh- 
tineffes  have  given  me  exprefs  or¬ 
ders  to  deliver  unto  the  Britiih 
miniftry,  before  I  fhould  withdraw 
from  this  court,  the  papers  which 
I  had  the  honour  of  addreffing  to 
your  excellency  yefterday  morning. 
How  can  I  execute  thefe  orders, 
if  you  will  not  permit  me  to  fee 
you,  nor  accept  any  letters  from 
me?  I  flatter  myfelf  that,  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  juftice  of  my  re¬ 
marks,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  letter  which  I  fent  yef¬ 
terday,  and  to  fend  me  a  line  in 
anfwer,  informing  me  of  your  in¬ 
tentions  in  that  refpedl. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sec. 

Signed, 

V.  Welderen. 

London,  Dec .  29,  1780. 
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Letter  from  Lord  Stormont  to  Count 
Weideren. 

S  I  R, 

TTNTJL  the  conduct  of  the 
^  Republic  had  broken  the  ties 
of  friendfhip  which  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  the  two  nations,  and  which 
the  king  has  conftantly  defired  to 
preferve,  I  have  always  been,  as 
you  know  very  well.  Sir,  ready 
and  willing  to  confer  with  you  on 
all  occafions,  and  upon  all  objects 
concerning  your  miniftry  ;  and 
have  always  received  what  came 
from  your  part  with  due  attention. 
But  knee  all  connection  between 
the  two  nations  is  broken  off  by 
the  aggreffion  of  your’s,  and  knee 
1  have  officially  notified  unto  you 
the  king’s  manifefio,  and  orders 
given  in  confequence  thereof,  I 
can  no  longer  behold  you  as  the 
minifter  of  a  friendly  power.  You 
cannot,  therefore.  Sir,  attribute 
the  return  of  your  packet  without 
my  opening  it,  but  to  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  indifpenfable  duty  in  the 
prefent  circumfiances,  After  an 
open  rupture,  ail  minifierial  com¬ 
munication  between  us  muft  necef- 
farily  ceafe  :  and  anterior  orders 
are  no  longer  applicable  to  the 
prefent  flare  of  affairs. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Signed, 

Stormont. 


A  Report  of  the  Commifi oners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  examine,  take ,  and  (iate, 
the  Public  Accounts  of  the  King¬ 
dom. 


THE  ad  of  parliament  that 
eonfticutes  us  oemmiffion- 
ers  for  examining,  taking,  and 
flating,  the  public  accounts  of  the 


kingdom,  being  palled,  we  enter¬ 
ed  immediately  upon  the  execution 
of  the  powers  thereby  veiled  in  us ; 
we  took  the  oath  preferibed,  and 
fettled  the  neceffary  arrangements 
of  office  and  forms  of  proceed¬ 
ing; 

The  legiflature  not  having  left 
to  our  diferetion,  which  of  the  va¬ 
rious  fubjeds  referred  to  our  con- 
fideration  we  fhould  begin  our  en¬ 
quiries  with,  but  on  the  contrary 
having  exprefsly  directed  us,  4  in 
the  firfl  place,  to  take  an  account 
of  the  public  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  feveral  accountants;  and 
for  that  purpofe  to  call  upon  them 
to  deliver  in  a  cafh  account  ;  and 
to  confider  what  funs  it  might  be 
proper  to  leave  in  the  hands  of 
each  accountant  refpectively,  for 
carrying  on  the  fervices  to  which 
the  lame  is  or  might  be  applica¬ 
ble,  and  what  fums  might  be  tak¬ 
en  out  of  their  hands  for  the  public 
fervice  we,  in  obedience  to  the 
adl,  immediately  applied  ourfelves 
to  that  fubject. 

'1  he  public  accountants  may  be 
diftingui filed  into  three  claffes. 

ifi,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  the  fubjedl,  to  be 
paid  into  the  Exchequer. 

zdly,  Thofe  who  receive  public 
money  from  the  Exchequer  by  way 
of  imprefi,  and  upon  account. 

3diy,  Thole  who  receive  public 
money  from  certain  of  this  clafs  of 
accountants,  fubjeft  to  account, 
and  who  may  be  called  fub-ac- 
countants. 

We  began  our  enquiries  in  the 
fir  It  clafs,  and  of  that  clafs,  with 
the  Receiyers-general  of  the  land- 
tax.  Eo  come  at  a  knowledge  of 
their  names,  and  of  the  balances  of 
public  money  in  their  hands,  we 
procured  from  the  tax-office  the 
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lad  certificate  of  the  remains  of 
the  land-tax.  By  that  certificate 
ir  appeared,  that  of  the  land-tax, 
window,  and  houfe-t2x,  to  Lady- 
day  la  ft,  the  arrears  in  the  hands 
of  the  Receivers-general,  upon 
the  1 4_th  of  July  laft,  amounted 
to  the  fum  of  three  hundred  and 
ninety-eight  thoufand  feven  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty-eight  pounds  nine 
fhillings  and  five-pence  hajf-pen- 

»y- 

As  this  certificate  was  grounded 
upon  returns  not  made  to  us,  but 
to  the  Tax-office,  we  iffued  our 
precepts  to  every  Receiver  general 
of  the  land-tax,  and  to  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  thofe  who  are  dead, 
requiring  them  forthwith  to  tran- 
fmit  to  us  an  account  of  the  public 
money  in  their  hands,  cuftody,  or 
power,  at  the  time  they  fhould 
each  of  them  receive  our  precept. 

Returns  were  accordingly  made 
to  all  our  precepts;  and  from  thefe 
it  appears,  that  the  balances  for 
the  taxes  on  land,  windows,  and 
houfes,  fervants,  and  inhabited 
houfes,  remaining  in  their  refpec- 
tive  hands  upon  the  days  therein 
mentioned,  amounted  together  to 
the  fum  of  fix  hundred  and  fifty  - 
feven  thoufand  four  hundred 
pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  four- 
pence. 

We  proceeded  in  the  next  place, 
purfuant  to  the  directions  of  the 
aft,  to  enquire  to  what  fervices 
thefe  fums  were  or  might  be  ap¬ 
plicable,  in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
ipeftive  accountants. 

And  we  find,  that  by  the  mili¬ 
tia  aft  of  the  fecond  of  his  prefent 
majefty,  the  Receiver-general  of 
the  land-tax  for  every  county  is 
required  to  pay  to  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  every  company  of  the 
militia  of  that  county,  being  or- 
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dered  out  into,  or  being  out  in 
aftual  fervice,  one  guinea  for  each 
private  man  belonging  to  his  com¬ 
pany,  upon  the  day  appointed  for 
marching;  and  that  bv  the  aft  of 
the  twentieth  of  his  prefent  ma- 
jefty,  for  defraying  the  charge  of 
the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the  mili¬ 
tia,  he  is  ordered  to  pay  to  the 
clerk  of  the  general  meetings  five 
pounds  five  fhillings  for  each  meet¬ 
ing,  and  to  every  of  the  clerks 
of  the  iub-divifion  meetings,  one 
pound  one  fhilling  for  each  meet¬ 
ing  :  and,  except  the  charges  of 
coilefting,  receiving,  and  account¬ 
ing,  we  do  not  find,  that,  w'hen 
the  militia  is  embodied,  the  du¬ 
ties  collefted  by  thefe  receivers  are 
liable  to  any  payments,  or  appli¬ 
cable  to  any  other  fervices  what¬ 
soever. 

In  the  returns  made  to  us  by 
Receivers-general,  fuch  fums  as 
are  ftated  to  have  been  paid  for 
thefe  fervices  of  the  militia,  for 
the  year  1779,  are  different  in 
different  counties  ;  but,  as  thefe 
payments  cannot,  from  the  nature 
of  them,  amount  in  any  county  to 
a  coniiderable  fum,  we  conceive 
they  may  be  made  out  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  receipts  of  thefe  taxes. 

As  the  Receiver  general  is  re¬ 
quired  by  the  land-tax  aft,  within 
twenty  days  at  farthefc  after  he 
has  received  money  for  that  duty, 
and  by  the  acts  which  grant  the 
duties  on  houfes,  windows,  fer¬ 
vants,  and  inhabited  houfes,  with¬ 
in  forty  days  after  he  has  received 
thofe  duties,  to  pay  the  fame  into 
the  Exchequer  ;  it  becomes  necef- 
ffiry  for  us  to  enquire  upon  what 
grounds,  and  for  what  purpofes, 
the  Receivers-general  retained  in 
their  hands  fo  coniiderable  a  part 
of  thefe  duties,  fo  long  after  the 

fame 
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fame  ought,  according  to  the  direc¬ 
tions  of  the  feveral  ads  above  men¬ 
tioned,  to  have  been  paid  into  the 
Exchequer.  To  this  point,  among# 
others,  we  examined  George  Roie> 
Efq;  Secretary  to  the,  Tax-office  ; 
John  Fordyce,  Efq;  Receiver-ge¬ 
neral  for  Scotland  ;  William  Mit- 
ford,  Efq;  Receiver-general  for 
the  county  of  SufTex;  Thomas 
Allen,  Efq;  Receiver-general  for 
part  of  the  county  of  Somerfet  ; 
Thomas  Walley  Partington,  Efq; 
Receiver-general  for  the  counties 
of  Northampton  and  Rutland, 
and  town  of  Northampton  ;  and 
George  Rowley,  Efq;  Receiver- 
general  for  the  county  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon. 

In  thefe  examinations,  two  rea- 
fons  are  affigned  for  this  detention 
of  the  public  money,;  one  is  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  remittances 
to  London,  especially  from  the 
diftant  counties  ;  the  other  is,  the 
infufficiency  of  the  falary  of  two¬ 
pence  in  the  pound,  allowed  the 
Receiver  by  the  land-tax  and  other 
ads,  upon  the  fums  paid  by  him 
into  the  Exchequer,  to  anlwer  the 
trouble,  rifk,  and  expence,  at¬ 
tending  his  office  ;  to  fupplv  which, 
and  to  render  the  employment 
wprth  having,  he  has  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  retain  in  his  hands  a 
confiderable  part  of  thefe  duties, 
for  the  purpofe  of  his  own  advan¬ 
tage* 

As  an  examination  into  the 
manner  and  charge  of  collecting 
and  remitting,  in  an  office  of  re- 
ceipr,  fimilar  in  its  circumftances, 
might  enable  us  to  form  fome 
judgment  of  the  validity  of  thefe 
reafons ;  we  direded  our  enquiries  , 
to  the  colledion  and  remittance  of 
the  duties  ofexcile. 
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For  this  purpofe,  we  examined 
Goulfton  Bruere,  Efq;  fir#  Gene¬ 
ral  Accountant  ;  Richard  Paton, 
Efq;  fecond  General  Accountant 
in  that  office  ;  Mr.  Richard  Rich- 
ardfon,  Colledor  of  Excife  for  the 
Hertford  colledion  ;  Mr.  Thomas 
Ball,  Colledor  of  Excife  for  the 
Bath  colledion  ;  and  George  Row- 
ley,  Efq;  who  is  Colledor  of  Ex¬ 
cife  for  the  Bedford  colledion  ; 
as  well  as  Receiver-general  of  the 
land-tax  for  the  county  of  Hun¬ 
tingdon  ;  and  George  Lewis  Scott, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Qommiliioners  of 
Excife.  We  procured  too,  from 
that  office,  an  account  of  the 
grofs  and  nett  produce  of  the  Ex¬ 
cife,  received  by  each  colledor  for 
the  year  1779  ;  in  which  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  grofs  produce 
amounted  to  the  Aim  of  three  mil¬ 
lions  feven  hundred  and  fourteen 
thousand  feven  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-one  pounds  iixteen  (hillings 
and  an  half-penny,  excluiive  of  the 
receipt  at  the  Excife-office  in  Lon¬ 
don,  paid  in  by  the  perfons  charg¬ 
ed,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
colledor:  which  grofs  fum,  being, 
as  we  apprehend,  confiderabiy 
more  than  the  amount  of  the  du¬ 
ties  paid  to  the  Receivers-gene- 
ral,  is  colleded  in  England  and 
Wales,  by  fifty-three  coiledors, 
being;  onlv  two  more  than  the 

O  s 

number  of  Receivers -general  of 
the  land-tax,  including  Scotland, 

From  thefe  la#  examinations 
we  learn,  that  each  colledor  of 
Excife  goes  his  rounds  eight  times 
in  the  year;  that  he  remits  the 
whole  of  his  nett  colledion  in  every 
round  to  the  Excife-office,  chiefly 
by  bills  at  twenty-one  days  after 
date,  in  the  counties  near  London  ; 
at  thirty  days,  in  the  more  remote 

coun- 
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counties ;  and  at  fifty  or  fixty  days 
in  the  moft  diftant,  and  noneat  a 
longer  date  ;  that  he  is  continually 
remitting  during  his  round  ;  and, 
within  a  week  after  it  is  finished, 
fends  up  by  a  balance-bill  all  that 
remains  of  the  duties  collected  by 
him  in  that  round;  that  he  finds 
no  difficulty  in  procuring  bills  ; 
could  return  more  money  by  the 
fame  method  ;  and  is  never  fuffer- 
ed  to  keep  any  money  in  his  hands. 

Each  collector  is  paid  a  falary  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  a 
year,  fubjedl  to  deductions  amount¬ 
ing  to  one  (hilling  and  nine-pence 
in  the  pound  ;  and  is  allowed  per- 
quifites  to  about  one  hundred 
pounds  a  year  more  ;  and  gives 
fecurity  for  five  thoufand  pounds. 

We  endeavoured  to  form  fome 
computation  of  the  lofs,  fuflained 
by  th'e  public,  from  the  detention 
of  the  money  by  the  Receiver-ge¬ 
neral,  and  for  that  purpofe  we 
called  for  an  account  of  the  quar¬ 
terly  returns  made  by  them  to  the 
tax- office ;  from  whence  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  the  average  futn  in 
their  hands,  from  the  5th  of  July, 
1778,  (when  the  mode  was  adopt¬ 
ed  of  tranfmitting  the  account  on 
oath,)  to  the  7th  of  July  laft, 
amounted  to  three  hundred  thirty- 
four  thoufand  and  fixty  -  one 
pounds,  the  interefl  of  which,  at 
four  per  cent,  being  thirteen  thou¬ 
fand  thiee  hundred  fixty  -  two 
pounds  a  year,  we  conceive  the 
public  have  been  obliged  to  pay, 
for  want  of  the  ufe  of  their  own 
money. 

But  the  lofs  has  been,  not  of  in- 
tereft  only,  the  revenue  itfelf  has 
fuffered:  for  by  an  account  of  the 
arrears  and  defaulters  of  the  land- 
tax,  and  other  duties,  from  the 


year  1756,  which  we  called  for 
from  the  tax- office,  thofe  arrears 
in  the  hands  of  the  defaulters,  not 
included  in  the  firll  certificate,  ap¬ 
pear  to  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  thoufand  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fixty-one  pounds  fevert 
(hillings  and  two-pence  half-penny, 
of  which  twenty- four  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  fifty -feven  pounds 
feven  {hillings  and  two- pence  three 
farthings  is  actually  loft  upon  ccm- 
pofitior*  ;  of  the  remainder,  part  is 
in  a  courfe  of  legal  proceedings, 
and  the  recovery  of  a  great  part 
doubtful  ;  whereas,  by  a  return 
which  we  required  from  the  Com- 
miffioners  of  Excife,  for  the  fame 
period,  we  find  there  have  been 
no  arrears  or  defaulters  among  the 
Officers  of  Excife,  except  in  one 
iniiance,  to  the  amount  of  three 
thoufand  fix  hundred  pounds. 

From  this  comparative  view  of 
the  modes  of  collecting  and  re¬ 
mitting  thefe  different  duties,  and 
of  the  advantages  accruing  to  the 
receiver  and  collector  from  their 
feveral  employment*,  we  are  in¬ 
duced  to  think,  that  the  Receiver- 
general  of  the  land-tax  is  not  war¬ 
ranted  in  his  detention  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  money,  either  by  the  difficulty 
of  procuring  bills,  or  by  the  in- 
fufficiency  of  his  falary. 

Suppcfmg,  however,  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  procuring  bills  really  to 
exlft,  though  it  might  occafion 
fome  delay  iu  the  remittance, 
it  yet  is  no  juftification  of  the 
receiver  for  couftantly  keeping  a 
larje  balance  in  his  hands;  and, 
admitting  the  poundage  not  to  be 
.  an  equivalent  for  his  pains,  yec 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  pre- 
fent  mode  cf  fiupplying  the  defi¬ 
ciency,  by  permitting  him  to 

with- 
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withhold  the  duties,  is  injurious  to 
the  public,  and  ought  to  be  dis¬ 
continued. 

The  revenue  fhould  come  from 
the  pocket  of  the  fubjedi  diredtly 
into  the  Exchequer  ;  but  to  permit 
receivers  to  retain  it  in  their  hands, 
expref’sly  for  their  own  advantage, 
is  to  furnifh  them  with  the  ftrong- 
eft  motive  for  withholding  it.  A 
private  intereft  is  created,  in  direct 
oppofition  to  that  of  the  public  ; 
government  is  compelled  to  have 
recourfe  to  expenfive  loans ;  and 
the  revenue  itfelf  is  finally  endan¬ 
gered. 

We  are,  therefore,  of  opinion, 
that  there  are  no  fer vices  to  which 
the  faid  fum  of  fix  hundred  fifty- 
feven  thoufand  four  hundred 
pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four- 
pence  is  or  may  be  applicable  in 
the  hands  of  the  Receiver-generals 
of  the  land-tax,  or  for  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  Such  of  them  as  are 
dead  ;  and  that  it  is  not  proper  to 
leave  any  part  of  it  in  their  re- 
fpedtive  hands ;  but  that  the  fame, 
or  So  much  thereof  as  now  remains 
with  them,  ought  to  be  paid  into 
the  Exchequer,  at  Such  times, 
and  by  Such  inftallments,  as  may 
be  thought  reafonable,  after  a 
practice  of  fo  long  continuance, 
and  as  (hall  be  confident  with 
Such  engagements  as  may  have 
been  entered  into  with  any  parti¬ 


cular  receivers. 

Guy  Carleton,  (L.  S.) 

T.  Anguish,  (L.  S.) 

A.  PlGGOTT,  (L.  S.) 

Richard  Neave,  (L.  S  ) 

Sam.  Beachcroft,  (L.  S.) 

Geo.  Drummond,  (L,  S.) 

2 ~tb  No<v,  1780. 

■  Mill!  ■■■■  1  ,  -  -  --  --  ^ -  


Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  General 
Officers,  held  by  order  of  General 
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Waftiington,  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  refpeAiug  Major  John 
Andre,  Adjutant  General  of  the 
Britith  Army ,  September  29,  1780. 

F ubliffied  at  Philadelphia,  by  order 
of  Cong  re/s. 

Extra  As  of  Letters  from  General 
vVa  filing  toil  to  the  P  ref  dent  of 
Congrefs . 

Bobinfot/s  Houfe  in  the  High 
Lands ,  Sept .  20,  17 Sen 

S  1  R, 

Have  the  honour  to  inform  the 
Congrefs,  that  I  arrived  here 
yefterday  about  twelve  o’clock,  ent 
my  return  from  Hartford.  Some 
hours  previous  to  my  arrival.  Ma¬ 
jor-general  Arnold  went  from  his 
quarters,  which  were  at  this  place/ 
and,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  over  the 
river  to  the  garrifon  at  Weft-point, 
whither  I  proceeded  myfelf,  in  or¬ 
der  to  vifit  the  poft.  I  found  Ge¬ 
neral  i\rnold  had  not  been  there 
during  the  day,  and  on  my  return 
to  his  quarters,  he  was  ftillabfent. 
In  the  mean  time,  a  packet  had 
arrived  from  Lieutenant- colonel 
Jamefon,  announcing  the  capture 
of  John  Anderfon,  who  was  en¬ 
deavouring  to  go  to  New- York 
with  Several  interefting  and  im¬ 
portant  papers,  all  in  the  hand¬ 
writing  of  General  Arnold.  This 
was  accompanied  with  a  letter  from 
the  prifoner,  avowing  himfelf  ta 
be  Major  John  Andre,  Adjutant- 
general  to  the  Bricifti  army,  re¬ 
lating  the  manner  of  his  capture, 
and  endeavouring  to  (hew  that  he 
did  not  come  under  the  descrip¬ 
tion  of  a  Spy.  From  thefe  Several 
circumftances,  and  information 
that  the  general  feemed  to  be 

thrown 


State 

thrown  into  Tome  degree  of  agita¬ 
tion,  on  receiving  a  letter  a  little 
time  before  he  went  from  his 
quarters,  I  was  led  to  conclude 
immediately,  that  he  had  heard  of 
Major  Andre’s  captivity,  and  that 
he  would,  if  polTible,  efcape  to 
the  enemy  ;  and  accordingly  took 
fuch  meafures  as  appeared  mod 
probable  to  apprehend  him  :  but 
he  had  embarked  in  a  barge,  and 
proceeded  down  the  river,  under 
a  flag,  to  the  Vulture  fhip  of  war, 
which  lay  at  fome  miles  below 
Stoney  and  Verplank*s  Point.  He 
wrote  me  a  letter  after  he  got  on 
board.  Major  Andre  was  not  ar¬ 
rived  yet  ;  but  I  hope  he  is  Te¬ 
nure,  and  that  he  will  be  here  to¬ 
day.  I  have  been,  and  am  taking 
precautions,  which  I  trull  will 
prove  effectual  to  prevent  the  im¬ 
portant  confequences  which  this 
conduft,  on  the  part  of  General 
Arnold,  was  intended  to  produce. 

I  do  not  know  the  party  that  took 
Major  Andre,  but  it  is  faid  it  con- 
fifted  only  of  a  few  militia,  who 
adted  in  fuch  a  manner  on  the  oc- 
caflon,  as  does  them  the  higheft 
honour,  and  proves  them  to  be 
men  of  great  virtue.  As  fqon  as 
I  know  their  names,  I  lhall  take 
pleafure  in  tranfmitting  them  to 
Congrefs. 

Paramus,Qtt.  7,  I  780. 

S  1  R, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inclofe  to 
Congrefs  a  copy  of  the  proceedings 
of  a  board  of  general  officers  in  the 
caufe  of  Major  Andre,  Adjutant- 
general  to  the  Britifh  army.  This 
officer  was  executed  in  purfuance 
of  the  fentence  of  the  board,  on 
Monday  the  2d  inftant,  at  twelve 
o’clock,  at  our  late  camp  at  Tap- 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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pan.  Befides  the  proceedings,  I 
tranfmit  copies  of  fundry  letters 
rcfpetling  the  matter,  which  are 
all  that  palled  on  the  fubjedl,  not 
included  in  the  proceedings. 

I  have  now  the  pleafure  to  com¬ 
municate  the  names  of  the  three 
perfons  who  captured  Major. An¬ 
dre,  and  who  refufed  to  releafe 
him,  notwithftanding  the  moft 
earned:  importunities,  and  afiur- 
ances  of  a  liberal  reward  on  bis 
part.  Their  names  are,  John 
Paulding,  David  Williams,  and 
Ifaac  Vanwert. 

Proceedings  of  a  Board  of  General 
Officers,  held  by  order  of  his  Ex - 
cellency  Gen .  Wafhington ,  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  re - 
fpediing  Major  Andre,  Adjutant- 
general  of  the  Britifh  Army ,  Sep¬ 
tember  29,  1780,  at  Tappan,  in 
the  State  of  New  York. 

PRESENT* 

Major-general  Green,  Prefi- 
dent;  Major-general  Lord  Stir¬ 
ling,  Major  -  general  St.  Clair, 
Major-general  the  Marquis  de  la 
Fayette,  Major-general  Howe,  Ma¬ 
jor-general  the  Baron  de  Steuben, 
Brigadier-general  Parfons,  Briga¬ 
dier-general  Clinton,  Brigadier- 
general  Knox,  Brigadier-general 
Glover,  Brigadier-general  Patter- 
fon,  Brigadier-general  Hand,  Bri¬ 
gadier-general  Huntington,  Bri¬ 
gadier-general  Starke,  John  Lau¬ 
rence,  Judge-advocate-general. 

Major  Andre,  Adjutant-general 
to  the  Britilh  army^  was  brought 
before  the  board,  and  the  following 
letter  from  General  Walhingtou 
to  the  board,  dated  head-quarters, 
Tappan,  September  29,  1780,  was 
laid  before  them,  and  read: 

[B  b'\  Gen- 
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Gentlemen , 

Major  Andre,  Adjutant-general 
to  the  Britifh  army,  will  he  brought 
before  you  for  your  examination. 
He  came  within  our  lines  in  the 
night,  on  an  interview  with  Major- 
general  Arnold,  and  in  an  affium- 
ed  character,  and  was  taken  with¬ 
in  our  lines,  in  a  difguifed  habit, 
with  a  pafs  under  a  feigned  name, 
£hd  with  the  inclofed  papers  con¬ 
cealed  upon  him.  After  a  care¬ 
ful  examination,  you  will  be  plea- 
fed,  as  fpeedily  as  poflible,  to  re¬ 
port  a  precife  date  of  his  cafe,  to¬ 
gether  with  your  opinion  of  the 
light  in  which  he  ought  to  be  con- 
iidered,  and  the  punishment  that 
ought  to  be  inflifled.  The  judge- 
advoeate  will  attend  to  affifl  in  the 
examination,  who  has  fundry  other 
papers,  relative  to  this  matter, 
which  he  will  lay  before  the 
board. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Gentlemen, 
your  mod  obedient, 
and  humble  fervant, 

G.  Washington. 

The  Board  of  General  Officers  con¬ 
vened  at  Tap  pan. 

The  names  of  the  officers  com- 
pofmg  the  board  were  read  to  Ma¬ 
jor  Andre,  and  on  his  being  afked 
whether  he  con  felled  the  matters 
contained  in  the  letter  from  his 
Excellency  General  Wa'fhington  to 
the  board,  or  denied  them,  he 
laid,  in  addition  to  his  letter  to 
General  Washington,  dated  Sa¬ 
lem,  the  24th  of  September,  1780, 
which  was.  read  to  the  board,  and 
acknowledged  by  Major  Andre,  to 
have  been  written  by  him,  which 
letter  is 'as  follows : 


Salem ,  24 tb  Sept.  I  780. 

Sir, 

WHAT  I  have  as  yet  faid  con¬ 
cerning  myfelf,  was  in  the  juffi li¬ 
able  attempt  to  be  extricated  ;  I 
am  too  little  accullomed  ro  dupli¬ 
city  to  have  fucceeded. 

I  beg  your  excellency  will  be 
perfuaded,  that  no  alteration  in 
the  temper  of  my  mind,  or  appre- 
henfion  for  my  fafety,  induces  me 
to  take  the  hep  of  addrefiing  you  5 
but  that  it  is  to  fecure  myfelf  from 
an  imputation  of  having  affumed 
a  mean  char  after  for  treacherous 
purpofes,  or  felf-intereh  :  a  con¬ 
duct  incompatible  with  the  princi¬ 
ples  that  actuated  me,  as  well  as 
with  my  condition  in  life. 

It  is  to  vindicate  my  fame  that  1 
fpeak,  and  not  tofolicit  fecurity. 

The  perfon  in  your  poffieffiion  is 
Major  John  Andre,  Adjutant-ge¬ 
neral  to  the  Britifh  army. 

The  influence  of  one  command¬ 
er  in  the  army  of  his  adverfary 
is  an  advantage  taken  in  war.  A 
correfpondence  for  this  purpofe  I 
held,  as  confidential  (in  the  pre- 
fent  inflance)  with  his  Excellency 
Sir  Henry  Clinton. 

To  favour  it,  I  agreed  to  meet 
upon  ground  not  within  polls  of 
either  army,  a  perfon  who  was  to 
give  me  intelligence  :  I  came  up 
in  the  Vulture  man  of  war  for  this 
cffeft,  and  was  fetched  by  the  boat 
from  the  fhore  to  the  beach  :  be¬ 
ing  there,  I  was  told,  that  the  ap¬ 
proach  of  day  would  prevent  my 
return,  and  that  I  m,uft  be  con¬ 
cealed  until  the  next  night.  I  was 
in  my  regimentals,  and  had  fairly 
rifqued  my  perfon. 

A  gain  A  my  ftipulation,  my  in¬ 
tention,  and  without  my  know¬ 
ledge  before  hand,  I  was  conduct- 
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ed  with  in  one  of  your  polls.  Your 
excellency  may  conceive  my  fen- 
fation  on  this  occafion,  and  will 
imagine  how  much  more  I  mull 
have  been  affedted,  by  a  refufal  to 
re-condudt  me  back  the  next  nffibc 

o 

as  I  had  been  brought.  Thus  be¬ 
come  a  prifoner,  I  had  to  concert 
my  efcape.  [  quitted  my  uniform, 
and  was  palled  another  way  in 
the  night,  without  the  American 
pods,  to  neutral  ground  ;  and  be¬ 
ing  informed  I  was  beyond  all 
armed  parties,  and  left  to  prefs 
for  New- York,  I  was  taken  at 
Tarry- town,  by  fome  volunteers. 

Thus,  as  I  have  had  the  honour 
to  relate,  was  I  betrayed  (being 
Adjutant-general  of  the  Britifh 
army)  into  the  vile  condition  of  an 
enemy  within  your  polls. 

Having  avowed  myfelf  a  Britifh 
offi  cer,  I  have  nothing  to  reveal 
but  what  relates  to  myfelf,  which 
is  true  on  the  honour  of  an  officer, 
and  a  gentleman. 

The  requell  I  have  made  to 
your  excellency,  and  I  am  con- 
fcious  that  I  addrefs  myfelf  well, 
is,  that  in  any  rigour  policy  may 
dictate,  a  decency  of  condubl  to¬ 
wards  me  may  mark,  that  though 
unfortunate,  I  am  branded  with 
nothing  difhonourable  ;  as  no  mo¬ 
tive  could  be  mine,  but  the  fer- 
Vice  of  my  king,  and  as  I  was  in¬ 
voluntarily  an  impollor. 

Another  requell  is,  that  I  may 
be  permitted  to  write  an  open  let¬ 
ter  to  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  and 
another  to  a  friend  for  cloaths  and 
linen. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  mention 
the  condition  of  fome  gentlemen 
at  Charles-town,  who,  being  ei¬ 
ther  on  parole,  or  under  protec¬ 
tion,  were  engaged  in  a  confpira- 
c y  againll  us.  Though  their  fitua- 
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tion  is  not  limilar,  they  are  ob¬ 
jects  who  may  be  lent  in  exchange 
for  me,  or  are  perfens  whom  the 
treatment  I  receive  might  affect. 

It  is  no  lefs,  Sir,  in  a  confidence 
in  the  gene:  Tty  of  your  mind, 
than  on  account  of  your  fuperior 
flation,  that  I  have  chofen  to  im¬ 
portune  you  with  this  letter.  I 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
greatell  refpecl,  Sir,  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  molt  obedient, 

and  moll  humble  fervant, 

Jo  h  n  Andre,  Adj .  Gen . 
His  Excellency  Gen.  Washington,  Cfc. 

He  then  faid,  that  he  came  on. 
fhore  from  the  Vulture  hoop  of 

war,  in  the  night  of  the  twenty- 
firit  of  September  in  ft;  fomewhere 
under  the  Haverilraw  Mountain  : 
that  the  boat  he  came  on  fhore  in 
carried  no  flag,  and  that  he  had  on 
a  furtout  coat  over  his  regimen¬ 
tals,  and  that  he  wore  his  fur- 
tout  coat  when  he  was  taken  :  — 
That  he  met  General  Arnold  on 
the  fhore,  and  had  an  interview 
with  him  there.  He  alfo  faid, 
that  when  he  left  the  Vulture  Hoop 
of  war,  it  was  underflood  he  was 
to  return  that  night  ;  but  it  was 
then  doubted  :  and  if  he  could  not 
return  he  was  promifed  to  be  con¬ 
cealed  on  fhore  in  a  place  of  fafety, 
until  the  next  night,  when  he  was 
to  return  in  the  fame  manner  he 
came  on  fhore;  and  when  the 
next  day  came,  he  was  Solicitous 
to  get  back,  and  made  enquiries 
in  the  courfe  of  the  day,  how 
he  fhould  return,  when  he  was 
informed  he  could  not  return 
that  way,  and  he  mull  take  the 
route  he  did  afterwards.  He  alfo 
faid,  that  the  fir  ft  notice  he  had  of 
his  being  within  any  of  our  polls, 

was,  being  challenged  by  the  fen- 

\fi  l>]  2  try* 
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try,  which  was  the  firft  night  he 
was  on  the  fhore.  He  alio  laid, 
that  the  evening  of  the  twenty- 
fecond  of  September  inftant,  he 
palfed  King’s  Ferry,  between  our 
polls  of  Stoney  and  Verplank’s 
Points,  in  the  drefs  lie  is  at  pre- 
fent  in,  and  which  he  faid  was 
not  his  regimentals  ;  and  which 
drefs  he  procured  after -he  landed 
from  the  Vulture*  and  when  he 
was  within  our  poll;  and  that  he 
was  proceeding  to  New  York,  but 
was  taken  on  his  way  at  Tarry- 
town,  as  he  mentioned  in  his  let¬ 
ter,  on  Saturday  the  23d  of  Sep¬ 
tember  inftant,  about  nine  o’clock 
in  the  morning. 

The  following  papers  were  laid 
before  the  board,  and  fhewn  to 
Major  Andre,  who  confelfed  to  the 
board,  that  they  were  found  on 
him  when  he  was  taken  ;  and  faid 
they  Were  concealed  in  his  boot, 
except  the  pafs  L - - 

A  pafs  from  General  Arnold  to 
John  And  erf  on ,  which  name  Major 
Andre  acknowledged  he  o fumed . 

Artillery  orders,  September  3, 
1780. 

Eftimate  of  the  force  at  Well¬ 
Point  and  its  dependencies,  Sep¬ 
tember,  1780. 

Eftimate  of  men  to  man  the 
Works  at  Well-point,  &c. 


Return  of  ordnance  at  Well- 
point,  September,  1780. 

Remarks  on  works  at  Weft- 
point. 

Copy  of  a  Hate  «f  matters  laid 
before  a  council  of  war,  by  his 
Excellency  General  Wafhington, 
held  the  6th  of  September,  1780. 

A  letter  figned  John  Anderfon , 
dated  September  7,  1780,  to  Co¬ 
lonel  Sheldon  *3  was  alfo  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  board,  and  fhewn  to  Ma¬ 
jor  Andre,  which  he  acknowledged 
to  have  been  written  by  him ,  and 
is  as  follows : 

New  York,  Sept.  7,  3780, 

Sir, 

I  AM  told  viy  name  is  made 
known  to  you,  and  that  1  may 
hope  your  indulgence  in  permit¬ 
ting  me  to  meet  a  friend  near 
your  out-pofts.  I  will  endeavour 
to  obtain  permiftion  to  go  out  with 
a  hag  which  will  be  fent  to  Dobb’s 
Ferry,  on  Monday  next,  the  1  ith, 
at  12  o’clock,  when  1  fhall  be 
happy  to  meet  Mr.  G — —  f . 
Should  I  not  be  allowed  to  go, 
the  officer  who  is  to  command  the 
efcort,  between  whom  and  my- 
felf  no  diftindlion  need  be  made, 
can  fpeak  on  the  affair. 

Let  me  in-treat  you.  Sir,  to 


*  Left  it'  fhoufd  fee  fuppofed  that  Colonel  Sheldon,  to  whom  the  above  letter 
is  addreffed,  was  privy  to  the  plot  carrying  on  by  General  Arnold,  it  is  to  be 
obfervecl,  that  the  letter  was  found  among  Arnold’s  papers,-  and  had  been  trans¬ 
mitted-  by  Colonel  Sheldon,  who,  it  appears  from  a  letter  on  the  pth  of  Sep¬ 
tember  to  Arnold,,  which  in  doled  it,  had  never  heard  of  John  Anderfon  be¬ 
fore.  Arnold,  in  his  anfwer  on  the  1  tilth,  acknowledged  be  had  not  commu¬ 
nicated  it  to  hi  in though  he  had  informed  him,  that  he  expefted  a  perfon  would 
come  from  New  York,  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  him  intelligence. 

ff  It  appears  by  the  fame  letter  that  Arnold  had  written  to  Mr.  Anderfon? 
under  the  ligniture  of  Guftavus.  His  words  are,  “  I  was  obliged  to  write  with 
great  caution  to  him,  my  letter  was  figned  Guftavus,  to  prevent  any  difeovery, 
in  cafs  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 


favour 
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favour  a  matter  fo  interefting  to 
the  parties  concerned,  and  which 
is  of  fo  private  a  nature,  that  the 
public  on  neither  fide  can  be  in¬ 
jured  by  it. 

I  fh all  be  happy,  on  my  part : 
jn  doing  any  adt  of  kindnefs  to 
you,  in  a  family  or  property  con¬ 
cern  of  a  fimilar  nature. 

I  truft  I  Hi  all  not  be  detained, 
but  fhould  any  old  grudge  be  a 
caufe  for  it,  I  fhould  rather  rifle 
that,  than  negledt  the  bufinefs  in 
queftion,  or  afiume  a  myfterious 
character  to  carry  on  an  innocent 
affair;  and,  as  friends  have  ad- 
vifed,  get  your  lines  by  ftealth.  I 
gm,  Sir,  with  all  regard. 

Your  moll  obedient, 
humble  feryant, 

Jopi;  Anderson, 

i Colonel  Sheldon . 

Major  Andre  obferved,  that  this 
letter  could  be  of  no  force  in 
the  cafe  in  queftion,  as  it  was 
written  in  New  York,  when  he 
yvas  under  the  orders  of  General 
Clinton,  but  that  it  tended  to 
prove,  that  it  was  not  his  inten¬ 
tions  to  come  within  our  lines. 

The  hoard  having  interrogated 
Major  Andre,  about  his  concep¬ 
tion  of  his  coming  on  fhore  under 
the  fandtiqn  of  a  flag,  he  faid, 
“  that  it  was  impofiible  for  him  to 
fuppofe  hp  came  on  Ihore  under 
that  fandtion  ;  and  added,  that  if 
he  came  on  Ihore  under  that  fanc- 
tion,  he  certainly  might  have  re¬ 
turned  under  it.” 

Major  Andre  having  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  preceding  fadts,  and 
being  alked  whether  he  had  any 
thing  to  fay  refpedling  them,  ^n- 
fwered,  he  left  then)  to  operate 
with  the  board. 

The  examination  of  Major  An- 
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die  being  concluded,  he  was  re¬ 
manded  into  cuftody. 

The  following  letters  were  laid 
before  the  board  and  read  : — Bene- 
didt  Arnold’s  letter  to  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington,  dated  September  z~t  178c. 
Colonel  Robinfon’s  letter  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Walhington,  dated  Septem¬ 
ber  25,  1780,  and  General  Clin¬ 
ton’s  letter,  dated  the  26th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  1780,  (inclofing  a  letter  of 
the  fame  date  from  Benedidt  Ar¬ 
nold)  to  General  Wafhington. 

On  hoard  the  V ulture ,  Sept.  2$, 

1780. 

S  I  R, 

THE  heart  which  is  confcious 
of  its  own  redlitude,  cannot  at¬ 
tempt  to  palliate  a  ftqp  which  the 
world  may  cenfure  as  wrong.  I 
have  ever  adied  from  a  principle  of 
love  to  my  country,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  un¬ 
happy  conteft  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  her  Colonies :  the  fame 
principle  of  love  to  my  country 
adiu^tes  my  prefent  condudl,  how¬ 
ever  it  may  appear  inconfiftent  to 
the  world,  who  vpry  feldom  judge 
right  of  any  man’s  adtions. 

I  have  no  favour  to  afk  for  my- 
felf.  I  have  too  often  experienced, 
the  ingratitude  of  my  country  to 
attempt  it;  but  from  the  known 
humanity  of  your  excellency,  X 
am  induced  to  afk  your  protedlion 
for  Mrs.  Arnold,  from  every  in- 
fult  and  injury  that  a  miftaken 
vengeance  of  my  country  may  ex- 
pofe  her  to.  It  ought  to  fall  only 
on  me :  fhe  is  as  good  and  as  in¬ 
nocent  as  an  angel,  and  is  incapa¬ 
ble  of  doing  wrong.  I  beg  fhe 
may  be  permitted  to  return  to  her 
friends  in  Philadelphia,  or  to 
come  to  me,  as  (he  may  chufe. 
From  your  excellency  I  have  no 

[B  h]  3  fears 
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fears  on  her  account,  hut  Hie  may 
fufFer  from  the  iniflaken  fury  of 
the  country. 

I  have  to  reaueft  that  the  in- 
cloiec  letter  may  be  delivered  to 
Mrs.  A?  -old,  and  the  permitted  to 
write  to  me. 

j  have  alfo  to  alb  that  my 
clbaths  and  baggage,  which  are  of 
little  confequente,  may  be  lent  to 
me  ;  if  required,  their  value  fhail 
be  paid  in  money.  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be,  with  great  regard  and 
efteem,  your  excellency’s  moll  obe¬ 
dient  fervant, 

B.  Arnold.” 

Tils  Excellency  Gen .  Wafhingion. 

N.  B.  In  juflice  to  the  gentle¬ 
men  of  my  family.  Colonel  War¬ 
wick,  and  Major  Franks,  I  think 
myfelfin  honour  bound  to  declare, 
that  they,  as  well  as  Jofhua  Smith, 
Efq;  (who  I  know  is  fufpedted) 
are  totally  ignorant  of  any  tran- 
fadtions  of  mine,  that  they  had 
reafon  to  believe  were  injurious  to 
the  public. 

V uliure ,  off  S  injink,  Sept.  25,  iy8o. 
Sir, 

I  AM  this  moment  informed, 
that  Major  AndreyA  jutant-gene- 
ral  of  his  nv~  jefiy  V  army  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  is  detained  as  a  prifoner  bv 
the  army  under  your  command. 
It  is  therefore  incumbent  on  me 
to  inform  you  of  the  manner  of  his 
falling  into  your  hands :  he  went 
up  with  a  flag,  at  the  requefi:  of 
General  Arnold,  on  public  bufi- 
nefs  vvu'h him,  and  had  his  permit 
to  return  by  land  to  New  York. 
Upon  theie  ci'rc  urn  fiances,  Major 
Andre  cannot  be  detained  by  you, 
without  the  greafefl  violation  of 
flags,  and  contrary  to  the  cuftom 
and  ufage  of  all  nations;  and  as  I 
imagine"  ydu  will  fee  this;  in  the 


fame  manner  as  I  do,  I  mud  de¬ 
fire  you  will  order  him  to  be  fet 
at  liberty,  and  allowed  to  return 
immediately.  Every  ftep  Major 
Andre  took,  was  by  the  advice  and 
direction  of  General  Arnold,  even 
that  of  taking  a  feigned  name,  and 
of  courfe  not  liable  to  cenfure 
for  it. 

I  am,  Sir,  not  forgetting  our 
former  acquaintance,  your  very 
humble  fervant, 

Bev.  Robinson.. 

Cob  Roy.  Americ. 
Hzs  Excellency  Gen.  Wafhingion . 

New  York,  Sept.  z6,  1  780, 

Sir, 

BEING  informed  that  the 
king’s  Adjutant- gen  era!  in  Ame¬ 
rica  has  been  ftept,  under  Major- 
general  Arnold’s  paflports,  and  is 
detained  a  prifoner  in  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  army,  I  haye  the  honour 
to  inform  you.  Sir,  that  I  permit¬ 
ted  Major  Andre  to  go  to  Major- 
general  Arnold,  at  the  particular 
requefl  of  that  general  officer.  You 
will  perceive.  Sir,  by  the  inclofed 
paper,  that  a  flag  of  truce  was 
fent  to  receive  Major  Andre,  and 
paflports  granted  for  his  return. 

I  therefore  cannot  have  a  doubt 
but  your  excellency  will  imme¬ 
diately  dire that  this  officer  has 
permiifion  to  return  to  my  orders 
at  New  York. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  your 

excellency’s  molt  obedient,  and  molt 

humble  fervant, 

H.  Clinton. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  IHafhingtGn, 

New  York,  Sept .  26,  1780. 

Sir, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  excellency’s 
meflage,  refpefting  your  Adjutant- 
general,  Major  Andre,  and  deli¬ 
vering 
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vering  my  ideas  of  the  reafon 
why  he  is  detained,  being  under 
my  paflports,  1  have  the  honour  to 
inform  you,  that  I  apprehend  a 
few  lours  muft  return  Major  An¬ 
dre  to  your  Excellency’s  orders,  as 
that  officer  is  affuredly  under  the 
protedion  of  a  flag  of  truce,  fent 
by  me  to  him,  for  the  pifrpofe  of  a 
converfation,  which  I  requeued  to 
hold  with  him  relating  to  inyfelf, 
and  which  I  wifhed  to  commu¬ 
nicate,  through  that  officer,  to 
your  excellency. 

I  commanded  at  the  time  at 
Weft-point,  and  had  an  undoubted 
right  to  fend  my  flag  of  truce  for 
Major  Andre,  who  came  to  me 
under  that  protedion  ;  and  having 
held  my  converfation  with  him,  I 
delivered  him  confidential  papers 
in  my  own  hand-writing,  to  de¬ 
liver  to  your  excellency.  Thinking 
it  much  properer  he  ffiould  return 
by  land,  I  direded  him  to  make 
ufe  of  the  feigned  name  of  John 
Anderfon,  under  which  he  had  by 
my  diredion  come  on  ffiore,  and 
gave  him  my  paflports  to  go  to  the 
White  Plains,  on  his  way  to  New- 

York. — - This  officer  cannot, 

therefore,  fail  of  being  imme¬ 
diately  fent  to  New- York,  as  he 
was  invited  to  a  converfation  with 
me,'  for  which  I  fent  him  a  flag  of 
truce,  and  finally  gave  him  palf- 
ports  for  his  fafe  return  to  your 
excellency;  all  which  I  had  then 
a  right  to  do,  being  in  the  adual 
fervice  of  America,  under  the 
orders  of  General  Wafhington, 
and  commanding-general  at  Weft- 
point,  and  its  dependencies. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
excellency’s  moll  obedient,  and 
very  humble  fervant, 

B.  Arnold. 

His  Excellency  Sir  ffenrp  Clinton . 
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The  Board  having  confidered  the 

letter  from  his  Excellency  General 

* 

Wafhington  refpeding  Major  An¬ 
dre,  Adjutant-general  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  army,  the  confeffion  of  Major 
Ancre,  and  the  papers  produced 
to  them,  report  to  his  Excellency 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fads,  which  appear  to  them 
relative  to  Major  Andre  : 

Firft,  That  he  came  on  ffiore 
from  the  Vulture  floop  of  war,  in 
the  night  of  the  21ft  of  September 
inftant,  on  an  interview  with  Ge¬ 
neral  Arnold,  in  a  private  and  fe- 
cret  manner. 

Secondly,  That  he  changed  his 
dreffi  within  our  lines ;  and  under 
a  feigned  name,  and  in  a  difguifed 
habit,  paired  our  works  at  Stoney 
and  Verplank’s  points,  the  even¬ 
ing  of  the  2 2d  of  September  in¬ 
ftant,  and  was  taken  the  morning 
of  the  23d  of  September  inftant, 
at  Tarry- town,  in  a  difguifed  ha¬ 
bit,  he  being  then  on  his  way  for 
New- York  ;  and  when  taken,  he 
had  in  his  pofleffion  feveral  papers, 
which  contained  intelligence  for 
the  enemy. 

T  he  Board  having  maturely 
confidered  thefe  fads,  do  alfo  re¬ 
port  to  his  Excellency  General 
Wafhington,  that  Major  Andre, 
Adjutant-general  to  the  Britifh 
army,  ought  to  be  confidered  as  a 
fpy  from  the  enemy,  and  that, 
agreeable  to  the  law  and  ufage 
of  nations,  it  is  their  opinion,  he 
ought  to  fuffer  death. 

Nathaniel  Green,  major-gene¬ 
ral,  prefident;  Stirling,  major- 
general  ;  La  Fayette,  major-gene¬ 
ral  ;  Ar.  St.  Clair,  major-general; 
R.  Howe,  major-general ;  Steuben, 
major  general ;  Samuel  H.  Par- 
fons,  brigadier  -  general ;  James 
Clinton,  brigadier-general;  Henry 

[B  y\  4.  ‘  Jvnox, 
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Knox,  brigadier-general  artillery  ; 
John  Glover,  brigadier -general  ; 
John  Patterfon,  brigadier-general ; 
Edward  Hand,  Vigadier-general  j 
j.  Huntington,  brigadier-general ; 
John  Starke,  brigadier-general ; 
John  Laurence,  judge -advocate- 
general. 

APPENDIX. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Major  Andre* 

Adjutant -general,  to  Sir  Henry 

Clinton,  K.  B.  &c.  &c. 

Tap  pan.  Sept.  29,  1780. 

Sir, 

YOUR  excellency  is  doubtlefs 
already  apprifed  of  the  manner  in 
which  I  was  taken,  and  poffibly  of 
the  ferious  light  in  which  my  con¬ 
duit  is  confidered,  and  the  rigorous 
determination  that  is  impending. 

Under  thefe  circumstances,  I 
have  obtained  General  Walking- 
ton’s  permiffion  to  fend  you  this 
letter,  the  objeit  of  which  is,  tq 
remova  from  your  brealt  any  fuf- 
icion  that  I  could  imagine  I  was 
ound  by  your  excellency’s  orders 
to  expofe  myfelf  to  what  has  hap¬ 
pened.  The  events  of  coming 
within  an  enemy’s  poiis,  and  of 
changing  m'y  drefs,  which  led  me 
to  my  prefen  t  lituadon,  were  con¬ 
trary  to  my  own  ‘  intentions,  as 
they  were  to  your  ordej-s ;  and  the 
circuitous  route  which  I  took  to 
return,’  was  impofed,  (perhaps 
unavoidably)  without  alternative, 
upon  me. 

I  am  perfe illy  tranquil  in  mind, 
and  prepared  for  any  fate  to  which 
an  hoheft  zeal  for  my  king’s  fer- 
vice  may  have  devoted  me. 

In  addreffing  myfelf  to  your 
excellency  on  this  occafion,  the 
force  of  all  my  obligations  to  you, 
and  of  the  attachment  and  grati- 
6  . .  *  "* 


tude  I  bear  you,  recurs  to  me. 
With  all  the  warmth  of  my  heart, 
I  give  you  thanks  for  your  excel¬ 
lency’s  profufe  kindnefs  tp  me! 
and  I  fend  you  the  ip.oft  earneil: 
wiffies  for  your  welfare,  which  a 
faithful,  aifedlionate,  and  refpeit- 
ful  attendant  can  frame. 

I  have  a  mother  and  three 
fitters,  to  whom  the  value  of  my 
comrniffion  would  be  an  object,  as 
the  lofs  of  Grenada  has  much 
afFedted  their  income.  It  is  need- 
lefs  to  be  more  explicit  on  this 
fubjeil ;  I  am  perfuaded  of  your 
excellency’s  goodnefs. 

I  receive  the  greateft  attention 
from  his  excellency  General  Wafh- 
ington,  and  from  every  perfon 
under  whofe  charge  I  happen  tq 
be  placed. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
the  mod  refpeitful  attachment, 
your  exeellencv’s  moll  obedient, 
and  moll  humble  fervant, 

John  Andre,  Adjutant-gen* 
(Addreffed) 

His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton , 

'  K.  $.  Ufr.  &c.  &c. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency 
General  Wafhington,  to  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 

Head  Quarters,  Sept.  30,  17S0. 

S  I  R, 

IN  anfwer  to  your  excellency’s 
letter  of  the  26th  inltant,  which  I 
had  the  honour  to  receive,  I  am 
to  inform  you,  that  Major  Andre 
was  taken  under  fuch  circum¬ 
stances,  as  would  have  juftified  the 
moft  fummary  proceedings  againft 
him.  J  determined,  however,  to 
refer  his  cafe  to  the  examination 
and  decifion  of  a  board  of  general 
officers,  who  have  reported,  on  his 
free  and  voluntary  confeffion  and, 

letters. 
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letters,  “  That  he  came  on  fhore 
from  the  Vulture  ilaop  of  war,  in 
the  night  of  the  21  ft  of  Septem¬ 
ber,”  &c.  See.  as  in  the  report  of 
die  board  of  general  officers. 

From  thefe  proceedings  it  is 
evident.  Major  Andre  was  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  execution  of  mea¬ 
sures  very  foreign  to  the  objedts  of 
flags  of  truce,  and  fuch  as  they 
were  never  meant  to  authorize  or 
countenance  in  the  moft  diftant 
degree  ;  and  this  gentleman  con- 
fefled,  with  the  greateft  candour, 
in  the  courfe  of  his  examination, 
**  That  it  was  impoffible  for  him 
to  fuppofc,  he  camp  on  fhore  under 
the  fandlion  of  a  flag.” 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
excellency’s  moft  obedient,  and 
moft  humble  fervant, 

G.  Washington. 

(AddrefTed) 

His  Excellency  Sir  Henry  Clinton, 

In  this  letter.  Major  Andre’s, 
pf  the  29th  of  September,  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton,  was  tranfmitted. 

New-York,  Sept,  2 6,  1780. 

Sir, 

PEPvSUADED  that  you  are 
inclined  rather  to  promote  than 
revent  the  civilities  and  adls  of 
umanity,  which  the  rules  of  war 
permit  between  civilized  nations, 

I  find  no  difficulty  in  reprefenting 
to  you,  that  feveral  letters  and 
rneiTages  fent  from  hence,  have 
been  di/regarded,  are  unanfwered, 
and  the  flags  of  truce  that  carried 
them  detained.  As  I  ever  had 
treated  all  flags  of  truce  with  ci¬ 
vility  and  refpedl,  I  have  a  right 
to  hope,  that  you  will  order  my 
complaint  to  be  immediately  re¬ 
el  refled. 

I 
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Major  Andre,  who  vifited  an 
officer  commanding  in  a  diltridt  at 
his  own  defire,  and  adled  in  every 
circumftance  agreeable  to  his  di¬ 
rection,  I  find  is  detained  a  pri- 
foner:  my  friendfhip  for  him  leads 
me  to  fear,  he  may  fuffer  fome 
inconvenience  for  want  of  ne- 
ceflaries  \  I  wifli  to  be  allowed  to 
fend  him  a  few,  and  fhall  take  it 
as  a  favour  if  you  will  be  pleafed 
to  permit  his  fervant  to  deliver 
them.  In  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  ah- 
fence,  it  becomes  a  part  of  my 
duty  to  make  this  reprefentatioa 
and  requeft. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  Excellency’s  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

James  Robertson*  Lieut.Gen. 
His  Excellency  Gen,  TVaJbington * 

Tappan,  Svpt.  30,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  juft  received  your 
letter  of  the  26th.  Any  delay 
which  may  have  attended  your 
flags  has  proceeded  from  accident, 
and  the  peculiar  circumftances  of 
the  occafion,  not  from  any  inten¬ 
tional  negledt,  or  violation.  The 
letter  that  admitted  of  an  anfwer, 
has  received  one  as  early  as  it 
could  be  given  with  propriety, 
tranfmitted  by  a  flag  this  morning. 
As  to  meflages,  I  am  uninformed 
of  any  that  have  been  fent. 

The  neceflanes  for  Major  Andre 
will  be  delivered  to  him,  agree¬ 
able  to  your  requeft. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

G.  Washington* 

His  Excellency  Lieut,  Gen,  Robertfon, 

Ne<iv-York» 


Ke^uj- 
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New-Yorky  Sept.  30,  1780. 

Sir, 

FROM  your  excellency’s  letter 
of  this  Hate,  I  am  perfuaded  the 
Board  of  General  Qffkers,  to  whom 
you  referred  the  cale  of  Major  An¬ 
dre,  cannot  have  b°en  rightly  in¬ 
formed  of  all  the  circ  uni  fiances  on. 
Which  a  judgment  ought  to  be 
formed,  I  tiunk  it  of  the  highelt 
moment  to  humanity,  that  your 
excellency  fhould  be  perfectly  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  hate  of  this  matter, 
before  you  proceed  to  put  that 
judgment  in  execution. 

For  this  reafon,  I  fha!l  fend  his 
Excellency  Lieutenant-general  Ro- 
bertfm,  and  two  other  gentlemen, 
t©  give  you  a  true  Hate  of  fails, 
and  to  declare  to  you  my  fenti- 
ments  and  re  fo  in  dons.  They  will 
fet  out  to-morrow  as  early  as  the 
wind  and  tide  will  permit/and 
wait  near  Dobb’s  ferry  for  your 
permiflion  and  fafe  condud,  to 
meet  your  Excellency,  or  fuch 
pcrfons  as  you  may  appoint,  to 
converie  with  them  on  this  fubjeil. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency’s  moll  obedient  and 
humble  fervasit, 

H.  Clinton. 

.  P.  S.  The  Hbn.  Andrew  Elliot, 
Efq;  Lieutenant  -  governor,  and 
the  Hon.  William  Smith,  Chief 
Juflice  of  this  province,  will  attend 
his  Excellency  Lieutenant-general 
Robertfon.  FI.  C. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Wajkiugton. 

Lieutenant  -  general  Robertfon, 
Mr.  Elliot,  and  Mr.  S  mith,  came 
up  in  a  flag  ve del  to  DabbVferry,- 
agreeable  to  the  above  letter.  The 
two  fall  were  not  fullered  to  land. 
General  Robertfon  was  permitted, 
to  come  on  lliore,  and  was  inet  by 
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Major-general  Greene,  who  ver¬ 
bally  reported,  that  General  Ro¬ 
bertfon  mentioned  to  him  in  fub- 
ftance  what  is  contained  in  his 
letter  of  the  2d  of  October,  -to 
General  Walhington. 

Ne-vj-York,  Qd.  1,  1780. 

Sir, 

I  TAKE  this  opportunity  to 
inform  your  Excellency,  that  I 
conlider  myfelf  no  longer  adding 
under  the  com  million  of  Congrels : 
their  1  alb  to  me  being  among  my 
papers  at  Well-Point,  you.  Sir, 
will  make  fuch  ufe  of  it  as  you 
think  proper. 

At  the  fame  time  I  beg  leave  to 
allure  your  Excellency,  that  my 
attachment  to  the  true  intereit  of 
my  country  is  invariable,  and  that 
I  am  actuated  by  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciple  which  has  ever  been  the  go¬ 
verning  rule  of  my  condud  in  this 
unhappy  conteft. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  very 
refpedfully,  your  Excellency^  moil 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

B.  Arnold-. 

His  Excellency  Gen.  Wafpington . 

Greyhound  Schooner ,  Flag  of  Y ruee , 

DobF s- Ferry ,  OcJ.  2,  1780. 

Sir, 

A  NOTE  I  have  from  General 
Greene,  leaves  me  in  doubt  if  his 
memory  had  ferved  him  to  relate 
to  you,  with  exadnefs,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  converfation  that  had 
palled  between  him  and  myfelf, 
on  the  Object  of  Major  Andres 
in  an  affair  of  fo  much  confe- 
quence  to  my  friend,  to  the  two 
armies,  and  humanity,  I  would 
leave  no  poflibility  of.  a  mifunder- 
handing,  and  therefore  take,  the 

liberty 
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liberty  to  put  in  writing  the  fub- 
ftance  of  what  I  faid  to  General 
Greene. 

I  offered  to  prove,  by  the  evi¬ 
dence  of  Colonel  Robinfon,  and 
the  officers  of  the  Vulture,  that 
Major  Andre  went  on  fhore  at 
General  Arnold’s  defire,  in  a  boat 
fent  for  him  with  a  flag  of  truce  ; 
that  he  not  only  came  afhore  with 
the  knowledge  and  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  general  who  com¬ 
manded  in  the  aiflrict,  but  that 
he  took  no  llep,  while  on  fhore, 
but  by  the  direction  of  General 
Arnold,  as  will  appear  by  the 
inclofed  letter  from  him  to  your 
Excellency.  Under  thefe  circum- 
flances,  I  could  not,  and  hoped 
you  would  not,  conflder  Major 
Andre  as  a  fpy,  for  any  improper 
phrafe  in  his  letter  to  you. 

The  faCts  he  relates  correfpond 
with  the  evidence  I  offer;  but  he 
admits  a  conclufion  that  . does  not 
follow.  The  change  of  cloaths 
and  name  was  ordered  by  General 
Arnold,  under  whofe  directions  he 
neceflarily  was  while  within  his 
command. 

As  General  Greene  and  I  did 
not  agree  in  opinion,  I  wifhed, 
that  diflnterefted  gentlemen  of 
knowledge  of  the  law  of  war  and 
nations  might  be  aiked  their  opi¬ 
nion  on  the  fubjeCt,  and  men¬ 
tioned  Monfieur  ICnyphaufen  and 
General  Rochambault. 

I  related,  that  a  Captain  Ro¬ 
binfon  had  been  delivered  to  Sir 
Henry  Clinton  as  a  fpy,  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  was  fuch  ;  but  that  it 
being  fignined  to  him,  that  you 
were  defirous  that  the  man  fhould 
be  exchanged,  he  had  ordered  him 
to  be  exchanged. 

I  wifhed  that  an  intercourfe  of 
fuch  civilities^  as  the  rules  of  war 
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admit  of,  might  take  off  many  of 
its  horrors.  I  admitted  that  Ma¬ 
jor  Andre  had  a  great  fhare  of 
Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  efteem,  and 
that  he  would  be  infinitely  obliged 
by  his  liberation  ;  and  that,  if  he 
was  permitted  to  return.  With  me, 
I  would  engage  to  have  any  perfon 
you  would  be  pleafed  to  name, 
fet  at  liberty. 

I  added,  that  Sir  Henry  Clinton 
had  never  put  to  death  any  perfon. 
for  a  breach  of  the  rules  of  war, 
though  he  had,  and  now  has, 
many  in  his  power.  Under  the 
prefent  circumftances,  much  good 
may  arife  from  humanity,  much 
ill  from  the  want  of  it.  If  that 
could  give  any  weight,  I  beg  leave 
to  add,  that  your  favourable  treat¬ 
ment  of  Major  Andre,  will  be  a 
favour  I  fhould  ever  be  intent  to 
return  to  any  you  hold  dear. 

My  memory  does  not  retain, 
with  the  exaCtnefs  I  could  wifh, 
the  words  of  the  letter  which  Ge¬ 
neral  Greene  (hewed  me  from  Ma¬ 
jor  Andre  to  your  Excellency* 
For  Sir  Henry  Clinton’s  fatis- 
faCtion,  I  beg  you  will  order  a 
copy  of  it  to  be  fent  to  me  at 
New-York. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency’s  moil  obedient  and 
mod:  humble  fervant, 

James  Robertson. 
His  Excellency  Gen .  Wajhington . 

i  h  ■’  v  '  i  ■ 

New-York,  Off.  i, 


THE  polite  attention  (hewn 
by  your  Excellency  and  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  your  family  to  Mrs.  Ar¬ 
nold,  when  in  diflrefs,  demands 
my  grateful  acknowledgment  and 
thanks,  which  I  beg  leave  to  pre¬ 
fent. 


From 
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From  your  Excellency’s  letter  to 
Sir  Henry  Clinton,  I  find  a  Board 
of  General  Officers  have  given  it 
as  their  opinion,  that  Major  Andre 
comes  under  the  defcription  of  a 
fpy  :  my  good  opinion  of  the  can¬ 
dour  and  juftice  of  thofe  gentlemen 
leads  me  to  believe,  that  if  they 
had  been  made  fully  acquainted 
with  every  circum fiance  refpe&ing 
Major  Andre,  they  would  by  no 
means  have  confidered  him  in  the 
light  of  a  fpy,  or  even  of  a  pri¬ 
soner.  In  juftice  to  him,  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  declare,  that  he 
came  from  on  board  the  Vulture 
at  my  particular  requeft,  by  a  dag 
fent  on  purpofe  for  him  by  Jofhua 
Smith,  Efq;  who  had  permiffion  to 
go  to  DobbVferry  to  carry  letters, 
and  for  other  purpofes  not  men¬ 
tioned,  and  to  return.  This  was 
done  as  a  blind  to  the  fpy-boats. 
Mr.  Smith  at  the  fame  time  had 
my  private  directions  to  go  on 
board  the  Vulture,  and  bring  on 
Ihore  Colonel  Robinfon,  or  Kir, 
John  Anderfon,  which  was  the 
name  I  had  requefted  Major  An¬ 
dre  to  affume:  at  the  fame  time  I 
<deftred  Mr,  Smith  to  inform  him, 
that  he  fhould  have  my  procedtion, 
and  a  fafe  paffport  to  return  in  ihe 
fame  as  fqon  as  our  bufinefs 

was  completed.  As  feveral  acci¬ 
dents  intervened  to  prevent  his 
being  fent  on  board,  j  gave  him 
my  paffport  to  return  by  land. 
Major  Andre  came  on  fihore  in 
bis  uniform  (without  difguife) 
which,  with  much  reluctance,  at 
my  particular  and  preffing  indance, 
be  exchanged  for  another  coat.  I 
furnifhed  him  with  a  horfe  and 
faddle,  and  pointed  out  the  route 
by  which  he  was  to  return  :  and  ^is 
commanding  officer  in  the  depart¬ 
ment,  I  had  an  undoubted  right 


to  tranfadt  all  thefe  matters,  which, 
if  wrong,  Major  Andre  ought  by 
no  means  to  fuffer  for  them. 

But  if,  after  this  juft  and  can-* 
did  reprefen tation  of  Major  An¬ 
dre’s  cafe,  the  Board  of  General 
Officers  adhere  to  their  former 
opinion,  I  fhall  fuppofe  it  dictated 
by  paffion  and  refentment;  and  if 
that  gentleman  fhould  fuffer  the 
feyerity  of  their  fentence,  I  fhould 
think  myfelf  bound  by  every  tie 
of  duty  and  honour,  to  retaliate 
on  fuch  unhappy  perfons  of  your 
army  as  may  fall  within  my  power, 
that  the  refpedt  due  to  Hags,  and 
to  the  law  of  nation?,  may  be 
better  underftood  and  obferved. 

I  have  farther  to  obferve,  that 
forty  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
of  South  Carolina  have  juftly  for¬ 
feited  their  lives,  which  have  hi¬ 
therto  been  fpared  by  the  cle¬ 
mency  of  his  Excellency  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  who  cannot  in  juftice 
extend  his  mercy  to  them  any 
longer,  if  Major  Andre  fuffers.; 
which,  in  all  probability,  will  open 
a  fcene  of  blood,  at  which  hu¬ 
manity  will  revolt. 

Suffer  me  to  intreat  your  Ex¬ 
cellency,  for  your  own,  and  the 
honour  of  humanity,  and  the  love 
you  have  of  juftice,  that  you  fuffer 
not  an  Unjuft  fentence  to  touch  the 
life  of  Major  Andre. 

But  if  this  warning  fhould  be 
difregarded,  and  he  fuffer,  I  call 
heaven  and  earth  to  witnefs,  tha$ 
your  Excellency  will  be  juftly 
anfwerable  for  the  torrent  of  blooc| 
that  may  be  fpilt  in  cqnfequence. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with 
due  refpedt,  your  Excellency’s  moft 
obedient  and  very  humble  fervant, 

B.  Arnold, 

IJis  Excellency  Gen.  Wafbingtcn. 

Tappan^ 
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9 "appant  Oc7.  I,  1780. 

Sir, 

BUOYED  above  the  terror  of 
death,  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
lifedevoted  to  honourable  purfuits, 
and  Gained  with  no  aftion  that 
can  give  me  remorfe,  I  truft  that 
the  requed  I  make  to  your  Excel¬ 
lency  at  this  ferious  period,  and 
which  is  to  foften  my  lad  mo¬ 
ments,  will  not  be  rejeited. 

Sympathy  towards  a  fpldier  will 
furely  induce  your  Excellency  and 
a  military  tribunal  to  adapt  the 
mode  of  my  death  to  the  feelings 
of  a  man  of  honour. 

Let  me  hope.  Sir,  that  if  aught 
in  my  character  impreiTes  you  with 
efteem  towards  me,  if  aught  in  my 
misfortunes  marks  me  as  the  viilim 
of  policy,  and  not  of  refentment,  I 
fhall  experience  the  operation  of 
thefe  feelings  in  your  bread,  by 
being  informed  that  I  am  not  to 
die  on  a  gibbet. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  your 
Excellency’s  mod  obedient,  and 
mod  humble  fervant, 

John  Andre, 
Adj.  Gen.  to  theBritifh  Army. 

The  time  which  elapfed  between 
the  capture  of  Major  Andre,  which 
was  the  23d  of  September,  and 
his  execution,  which  did  not  take 
place  till  twelve  o’clock  on  the 
2d  of  O&ober  ;  the  mode  of  try¬ 
ing  him;  his  letter  to  Sir  Henry 
Clinton,  K.  B.  on  the  29th  of 
September,  in  which  he  faid,  “  I 
receive  the  greated  attention  from 
his  Excellency  General  Wafhing- 
ton,  and  from  every  perfon  under 
whofe  charge  I  happen  to  be 
placed not  to  mention  many 
other  acknowledgments  which  he 
made  of  the  good  treatment  he 
received  ;  mud  evince,  that  the 
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proceedings  againd  hrm  were  not 
guided  by  paflion  or  refentment. 
The  practice  and  ufage  of  war 
were  againd  his  requed,  and  made 
the  indulgence  he  folicited,  cir- 
cumdanced  as  he  was,  inadmiffible. 

Publifhed  by  order  of  Congrefs, 
Charles  Thomson. 


General  Arnold’s  Addrefs  to  the  In - 
habitants  of  America ,  after  having 
abandoned  the  Service  of  the  Con- 
grefs. 

Neva -York ,  Ofi.  7,  1780. 

SHOULD  forfeit,  even  in  my 
own  opinion,  the  place  I  have 
fo  long  held  in  your’s,  if  I  could 
be  indifferent  to  your  approbation, 
and  iilent  on  the  motives  which 
have  induced  me  to  join  the  king’s 
arms. 

A  very  few  words,  however,  fhall 
fuffice  upon  a  fubjeil  fo  perfon al ; 
for  to  the  thoufands  who  fuffer 
under  the  tyranny  of  the  ufurpers 
in  the  revolted  provinces,  as  well 
as  to  the  great  multitude  who 
have  long  wifhed  for  its  fubverfion, 
this  indance  of  my  conduit  can 
want  no  vindication  ;  and  as  to 
the  clafs  of  men  who  are  criminally 
protrailing  the  war  from  dnider 
views  at  the  expence  of  the  public 
intered,  I  prefer  their  enmity  to 
their  applaufe.  I  am,  therefore, 
only  concerned  in  this  addrefs  to 
explain  myfelf  to  fuch  of  my  coun- 
trymen,  as  want  abilities  or  op¬ 
portunities  to  deteit  the  artifices 
by  which  they  are  duped. 

Having  fought  by  your  dde  when 
the  love  of  our  country  animated 
our  arms,  I  fhall  expeit,  from  your 
judice  and  candour,  what  your  de¬ 
ceivers,  with  more  art  and  lefs 

honedy, 
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honefty,  will  find  it  inconfiftent 
with  their  own  views  to  admit. 

When  I  quitted  domeftic  happi- 
nefs  for  the  perils  of  the  field,  I 
conceived  the  rights  of  my  country 
in  danger,  and  that  duty  and 
honour  called  me  to  her  defence. 
A  redrefs  of  grievances  was  my 
only  object  and  aim  ;  however,  I 
acquiefced  in  a  Hep  which  I  thought 
precipitate,  the  declaration  of  in¬ 
dependence :  to  juftify  this  mea- 
fure,  many  plaufible  reafons  were 
urged,  which  could  no  longer  exift, 
when  Great  Britain,  with  the  open 
arms  of  a  parent,  offered  to  em¬ 
brace  us  as  children,  and  grant 
the  wifhed-for  redrefs. 

And  now  that  her  worft  enemies 
are  in  her  own  bofom,  I  fhouid 
change  my  principles,  if  I  corr- 
fpired  with  their  defigns  ;  yoiir- 
felves  being  judges,  was  the  war 
the  lefs  juft,  becaufe  fellow- fubjecls 
were  confidered  as  our  foe  ?  You 
have  felt  the  torture  in  which  we 
have  raifed  our  arms  againff  a 
brother.  God  incline  the  guilty 
protestors  of  thefe  unnatural  dif- 
fenfions  to  refign  their  ambition, 
and  ceafe  from  their  dehifions,  in 
compafiion  to  kindred  blood  ! 

I  anticipate  your  queftion.  Was 
not  the  war  a  defenfive  one,  until 
the  French  joined  in  the  combi¬ 
nation  ?  I  anfwer,  that  I  thought 
fo.  You  will  add,  Was  it  not 
afterwards  neceffary,  till  the  repa¬ 
ration  of  the  Britifh  empire  was 
complete  ?  By  no  means ;  in  con¬ 
tending  for  the  welfare  of  my 
country,  1  am  free  to  declare  my 
opinion,  that  this  end  attained, 
all  ft  rife  fhouid  have  ceafed. 

1  lamented,  therefore,  the  im¬ 
policy,  tyranny,  and  injuftice, 
which,  with  a  fovereign  contempt 
of  the  people  of  America,  ftudi- 


oufly  neglected  to  take  their  col¬ 
lective  fentiments  of  the  Britiilt 
propofals  of  peace,  and  to  nego¬ 
tiate,  under  a  fufpenfion  of  arms* 
for  an  adjuftment  of  differences  | 
I  lamented  it  as  a  dangerous  fa- 
entice  of  the  great  interefts  of  this 
country,  to  the  partial  views  of  a 
proud,  ancient,  and  crafty  foe* 
I  had  my  fufpicions  of  fome  im¬ 
perfections  in  the  councils,  on  pro¬ 
pofals  prior  to  the  parliamentary 
commiffion.  of  1778;  but  having 
then  lefs  to  do  in  the  cabinet  than 
the  field  (I  will  not  pronounce  pe¬ 
remptorily,  as  fome  may,  and  per¬ 
haps  juftly,  that  Congrefs  have 
veiled  them  from  the  public  eye) 
I  continued  to  be  guided  in  the 
negligent  confidence  of  a  foldier. 
But  the  whole  world  faw,  and  all 
America  confeffed,  that  the  over¬ 
tures  of  the  fecond  com  million 
exceeded  cur  withes  and  expecta¬ 
tions  ;  and  if  there  was  any  fuf- 
picion  of  the  national  liberality* 
it  arofe  from  its  excefs. 

Do  any  believe  we  were  at  that 
time  really  entangled  by  an  alli¬ 
ance  with  France  ?  Unfortunate 
deception  !  they  have  been  duped 
by  a  virtuous  credulity,  in  the  in¬ 
cautious  moments  of  intemperate 
paffion,  to  give  up  their  felicity  to 
ferve  a  nation  wanting  both  the 
will  and  power  to  protect  us*  and 
aiming  at  the  deftruftion  both  of 
the  mother  country  and  the  pro¬ 
vinces.  In  the  plainnefs  of  com¬ 
mon  ienfe,  for  I  pretend  to  no 
cafuiftry,  did  the  pretended  treaty 
with  the  court  of  Verfailles* 
amount  to  more  than  an  overture 
to  America  ?  Certainly  not,  be¬ 
caufe  no  authority  had  been  given 
by  the  people  to  conclude  it,  nor 
to  this  very  hour  have  they  autho- 
rifed  its  ratification.  The  articles 

of 
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of  confederation  remain  Hill  un- 

figned. 

In  the  firm  perfuafion,  therefore, 
that  the  private  judgment  of  an 
individual  citizen  of  this  country 
is  as  free  from  all  conventional 
reftraints,  fince  as  before  the  infi- 
dious  offers  of  Franco*  I  preferred 
thcfe  from  Great- Britain  ;  think¬ 
ing  it  infinitely  wifer  and  fafer  to 
call  my  confidence  upon  her  juft  ice 
and  generofuy,  than  to  trufl  a 
monarchy  too  feeble  to  eftablifh 
your  independency,  fo  perilous  to 
her  diflant  dominions  ;  the  enemy 
of  the  Proteftant  faith*  and  frau¬ 
dulently  avowing-  an  affection  tor 
the  liberties  of  mankind,  while  the 
holds  her  native  Ions  in  vaffalage 
and  chains. 

I  afteCl  no  difguife,  and  there¬ 
fore  frankly  declare,  that  in  thefe 
principles  I  had  determined  to 
retain  my  arms  and  command  for 
an  opportunity  to  furrender  them 
to  Great  Britain  ;  and  in  con¬ 
certing  the  meafures  for  a  purpofe, 
in  my  opinion,  as  y rateful  as  it 
would  have  been  beneficial  to  my 
country,  I  was  only  folicitous  to 
accomplifh  an  event  of  decifive 
importance,  and  to  prevent,  as 
much  as  poffible,  in  the  execution 
of  it,  the  effufion  of  blood. 

With  the  higheft  fatisfa&ion  I 
bear  ysftimony  to  my  old  fellovv- 
foldiers  and  citizens,  that  I  find 
folid  ground  to  rely  upon  the  cle¬ 
mency  of  our  fovereign,  and  abun¬ 
dant  conviction  that  it  is  the  ge¬ 
nerous  intention  of .  Great  Britain 
not  only  to  leave  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  colonies  unim¬ 
paired,  together  with  their  per¬ 
petual  exemption  from  taxation, 
but  to  fup.eradd  fuch  farther  be¬ 
nefits  as  may  con  fill  with  the  com¬ 
mon  profpericy  of  the  empire,  la 
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fhort,  I  fought  for  much  lefs  than 
the  parent  country  is  as  willing 
to  grant  to  her  colonies  as  they 
can  be  to  receive  or  enjoy. 

Some  may  think  I  continued  in 
the  ftruggle  of  thefe  unhappy  days 
too  long,  and  others  that  I  quitted 
it  too  foqn.* — To  the  firft  I  reply* 
that  I  did  not  fee  with  their  eyes, 
nor  perhaps  had  fo  favourable  a 
fi  uation  to  look  From,  and  that  to 
our  common  mafter  I  am  willing 
to  Hand  or  fall.  In  behalf  of  the 
candid  among  the  latter,  feme  of 
whom  I  believe  ferve  blindly  but 
honeftiy — in  the  bands  I  have  left, 
I  pray  God  to  give  them  all  the 
lights  requisite  to  their  own  fafety 
before  it  is  too  late  ;  and  with 
refpeCl  to  that  herd  of  cenfurers, 
whofe  enmity  to  me  originates  in 
their  hatred  to  the  principles  by 
which  I  am  now  led  to  devote  my 
life  to  the  re-union  of  the  BritiiTi 
empire,  as  the  bell  and  only  means 
to  dry  up  the  ilreams  of  mifery 
that  have  deluged  this  country, 
they  may  be  allured,  that,  con- 
feious  of  the  redlitude  of  my  in¬ 
tentions,  I  fhall  treat  their  malice 
and  calumnies  with  contempt  and 
neglecl. 

B.  Arnold. 


Addrefs  of  Sir  George  Savile  to  his 
ConfHtuents . 

7 "0  the  Gentlemen ,  Clergy,  and  Free¬ 
holders ,  of  the  County  of  York* 

Gentlemen, 

VENTURE  once  more  to 
make  you  a  tender  of  my  fer- 
vice  in  Parliament.  Give  me  leave, 
at  the  fame  time,  to  offer  you  my 
cordial  thanks  for  all  the  indul- 
gencies  you  have  (hewn  me  ;  and 
for  your  kind  acceptance  of  ray 
endeavours  to  perform  the  duty  I 

had 
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had  undertaken.  I  look  upon  that 
partiality  and  favour  as  a  molt 
honourable  teftimony,  becaufe  it 
proves  that  you  entertain  a  con¬ 
viction  of  the  purity  of  my  inten¬ 
tions,  fufficient  to  make  you  over¬ 
look  every  thing  amifs  which  did 
not  proceed  from  the  will. 

In  renewing  my  delire  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  your  fervice,  I  think  it, 
however,  my  duty  to  confefs  to 
you,  that  it  has  not  been  without 
much  ferious  confideration,  and 
more  than  common  hefitation, 
that  I  have  determined  upon  it. 
I  mull  not  omit  making  you 
aware,  that  it  is  by  no  means, 
probable  I  Ihould  be  able  even  to 
perform  the  mere  duty  of  attend¬ 
ance  as  punctually  as  I  have  hi¬ 
therto  done  ;  efpeciaUy  if  the  du¬ 
ration  of  parliament  fhould  prove 
to  be  for  feven  years.  By  what  I 
have  in  fome  degree  experienced 
already,  I  have  no  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve  fo  long  a  continuance  of  fuch 
an  attendance  would  be  perfeCEy 
confident  with  my  health* 

But  there  is  fomething  more 
ferious  I  have  to  fay  to  you  on 
this  fubjeCl.  The  fatisfaClion  and 
honour  of  attending  your  bufinefs, 
have  ever  overbalanced  the  labour : 
but  my  attendance  during  the  lafl 
parliament  has  been  fomething 
worfe  than  laborious ;  it  has  been 
difcouraging,  grievous,  and  pain¬ 
ful.  Look  back,  for  a  moment, 
upon  the  things  which  have  been 
done,  or  (being  done)  have  been 
approved  of,  by  that  body,  of 
whick  I  have  been  a  condiment 
part.  Compare  the  prefect  with 
the  pad  lituation  of  public  affairs. 
Whether  glory,  conqueft,  and 
riches  ;  or  peace,  content,  liberty, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  your  confli- 
tutional  rights,  be  your  principal 


’Sister,  iyU: 

ohje&s— In  which  of  them  hav& 
you  been  gratified  ?  I  have  been, 
in  my  colleClive  capacity,  a  par¬ 
ty  to  all  thefe  changes,  and  to 
all  the  meafures  which  have  pro¬ 
duced  them  :  fupported  in  this 
mortifying  fituation  with  one  only 
confolation,  a  very  great  one  in¬ 
deed  to  my  own  mind,  that  of 
being  able  to  affure  you,  that  there 
has  been  no  one  rneafure,  of  all 
thofe  that  have  proved  fo  ruinous 
and  fatal,  which  I  have  not,  as  an 
individual,  refided,  to  the  utmofl 
of  my  power.  A  poor,  barren, 
ineffectual  negative  ;  and  a  mife- 
rable  claim  to  your  favour,  to  have 
failed  (as  far  as  my  power  and 
Bender  efforts  are  in  quedicn) 
almod  in  every  point  regarding 
thofe  rights,  and  that  profperity, 
which  1  was  fpecially  chofen  iaf 
cultivate  and  maintain. 

I  return  to  you,  therefore,  baffled 
and  difpirited,  and  I  am  forry 
that  truth  obliges  me  to  add,  with 
hardly  a  ray  of  hope  of  feeing  any 
change  in  the  miferable  courfe  of 
public  calamities* 

On  this  melancholy  day  of  ac¬ 
count  in  rendering  up  to  you  my 
trufl,  I  deliver  to  you  your  fhare 
of  a  country  maimed  and  weaken¬ 
ed,  its  treafure  lavilhed  and  mis- 
fpent,  its  honours  faded,  and"  its 
conduft  the  laughing-flock  of  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  our  nation  in  a  manner 
without  allies  or  friends;  except 
fuch  as  we  have  hired  to  deftroy 
our  fellow-fubjeCls,  and  to  ravage 
a  country,  in  which  we  once 
claimed  an  invaluable  fhare.  I 
return  to  you  fotne  of  your  prin¬ 
cipal  privileges  impeached  and 
mangled*  And,  laflly,  I  leave 
you,  as  I  conceive  at  this  hour 
and  moment  fully,  effeClually,  and 
abfolutely  under  the  difcretion  and 

power 
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power  of  a  military  force,  which 
is  to  aft  without  waiting  for  the 
authority  of  the  civil  magi  Urates  ; 
for  it  is  fit  you  fliould  know,  if 
you  are  not  already  informed,  that 
an  order  iffued  in  London  (at  a 
moment  when  the  violence  of  the 
riots,  and  the  renrfihefs  of  the 
civil  magiftrate  might  render  ne- 
ceflary  an  extraordinary  and  vio¬ 
lent  temporary  exertion  of  the 
military)  that  order,  I  fay,  has, 
as  I  have  good  grounds  to  believe, 
been  extended  to  the  whole  king¬ 
dom  ;  where  neither  of  thofe 
caufes  exified  in  any  degree  fuffi- 
cient  to  juftify  fo  decifive  and 
extraordinary  a  meafure  ;  and  I  do 
not  know  of  that  order  being  re¬ 
called. 

In  this  ilate  of  public  affairs, 
and  with  this  account  to  render  of 
my  commiflion,  judge  whether  I 
can  boldly  and  chearfully,  or  fup- 
ported  by  any  rational  confidence, 
boaft  to  you  as  candidates  are  wont 
to  do,  of  what  I  will  do,  and  what 
I  will  undertake  for  your  fervice. 

For  this  reafon,  avoiding  even 
the  ufuai  fly le  of  fuch  addreffes, 
and  forbearing  as  well  the  forward 
promifes  as  the  fuperficial  hum- 
blenefs  of  phrafe  in  ufe  on  thefe 
occafions,  I  make  it  a  folemn  duty 
to  lay  before  you,  without  difguife 
or  palliation,  the  prefent  tlate  of 
your  concerns  as  they  appear  to 
me,  and  the  gloomy  profpeft  which 
lie  s  before  us. 

Some  have  been  accufed  of  ex¬ 
aggerating  the  public  misfortunes,  ' 
nay  of  having  endeavoured  to  help 
forward  the  mifchief,  that  they 
might  afterwards  raife  difcontents. 

1  am  willing  to  hope,  that  neither 
my  temper,  nor  my  fituation  in 
life,  will  be  thought  naturally  to 
urge  me  to  promote  mifery,  dif- 

Vol.  XXIII. 
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cord,  or  confufion  ;  or  to  exult  in 
the  fubverfion  of  order,  or  in  the 
ruin  of  property.  I  have  no  rea¬ 
fon  to  contemplate  with  pleafure 
the  poverty  of  our  country,  the 
increafe  of  our  debts,  and  of  our 
taxes:  or  the  decay  of  our  con- 

J 

merce — Truft  not,  however,  to  my 
report.  Refleft,  compare,  and 
judge  for  yourfclves. 

But  under  all  thefe  difheartening 
circumftances,  I  could  yet  enter¬ 
tain  a  chearful  hope,  and  under¬ 
take  again  the  commiflion  with 
alacrity',  as  well  as  zeal,  if  I  couid 
fee  any  effeftual  fieps  taken  to  re¬ 
move  the  original,  caule  of  the 
mifchief.  “  Then  would  there  be 
a  hope.” 

Till  the  purity  of  the  conflifuent 
body,  and  thereby  that  of  the 
reprcfentative  be  reilored,  there  is 

NONE. 

While  the  eleftors  fell  their 
voices  to  the  member,  and  the 
member  di  lire  lies  his  fortune  to 
buy  them,  parliament  will  be  the 
purchafe  of  the  minifter.  Parlia¬ 
ment-men  will  find  ways  of  par¬ 
taking  other  advantages  than 
merely  their  fhare  in  common  with 
you,  of  thofe  good  meafures  which 
they  fhall  promote,  and  of  thofe 
good  laws  which  they  fhall  enaft 
for  your  government  and  their 
own  :  and  the  modern  improved 
arts  of  corruption,  by  contrafts, 
fubfcriptions,  and  jobs,  is  attended 
with  this  perverfe  and  vexatious 
confequence;  that  their  benefit  is 
not  only  unconnefted  with  your’s, 
but  it  grows  upon  your  diftrefs. 
They  feed  on  the  expence  ;  they 
fatten  on  every  extravagance  that 
art  and  ill  conduft  can  engraft  on 
the  natural  difad  vantages  of  a  re¬ 
mote,  rafh,  ill-fated,  impolitic, 
and  unfuccefsful  war:  the  mi- 

[C  c]  ni Hex’s 


402]  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


ni iter’s  direct  intereft  (nay  his 
fafety)  mean  while,  requiring  him 
to  puih  the  defperate  game,  and 
even  in  felf-defence,  to  increafe 
that  very  expence  which  is  his 
crime  ;  to  entrench  himfelf  flill 
deeper  in  corruption,  and  by  head¬ 
long  and  unmeafured  extrava¬ 
gance,  to  have  the  means  of  jufti- 
fying  to  the  faithful  Commons, 
his  former  mifmanagement  and 
mifdeeds.- — See  where  this  ends, 
but  forget  not  where  it  begins. 

I  am  led  here  very  naturally  to 
fpeak  upon  the  fubjecl  of  certain 
regulations,  which  have  been  the 
object  of  your  late  affemblies  and 
deliberations.  Indeed,  I  have 
brought  myfelf  to  this  matter  ai¬ 
med  unavoidably,  but  not  unwil- 
lingly.  1  gladly  embrace  this  mod: 
public  opportunity  of  delivering 
my  fentlments,  not  only  to  all  my 
co ralit nents,  but  to  thofe  likewife, 
not  my  condituents,  whom  yet  in 
the  large  fenfe  I  reprefen t,  and  am 
faithfully  to  ferve ;  not  only  to 
twenty,  thou  find,  my  electors,  but 
to  hundreds  of  thou  finds  in  the 
county  1  reprefent,  (to  go  no  far¬ 
ther)  who  are  to  fuffer  under  the 
bad  condufl  of  parliament ;  and 
of  declaring  my  intentions,  re¬ 
garding  the  two  chief  articles  con¬ 
tained  in  the  refolutions  agreed  to 
at  your  late  meetings  ;  X  mean, 
rendering  parliaments  triennial, 
and  adding  to  the  number  of  coun¬ 
ty  reprefen  tatives. 

I  do  intend  to  give  my  voice, 
if  I  have  the  honour  of  continuing 
in  your  fervice,  for  the  change  of 
fep ten nial  parliaments,  And  this, 
not  becaufe  I  am  fo  fanguine  as 
feme  are,  in  a  full  perfualion,  that 
it  will  he  a  cure  for  all  our  evils; 
no,  nor  even  that  I  promife  my¬ 
felf  it  will  be  attended  with  any 


fuch  fure  hope  of  confiderable  ad¬ 
vantage,  (at  lead,  if  unaccoiru 
parked  by  fame  other  deps  tending 
to  purify  the  fources  of  eleddion 
and  representation)  but  chiefly, 
becaufe,  on  the  bed  information  I 
have  obtained,  I  have  reafon  to  be-*, 
lieve  it  is  the  mind  and  defire  of  a 
very  large  number  of  my  conditu- 
ents  :  this  feeming  to  me  to  be  the 
one  point  (at  lead  with  diftinguifhed 
preference)  on  which  the  lender, 
not  he  who  is  fent,  has  the  perfect 
right  to  judge;  and  that,  even  if 
alter  all,  I  fhould  have  midaken 
their  general  fenfe,  it  will  be  at 
lead  the  fafer  error;  fmee  there  is 
a  manifed  difference  between  the 
obtruding  one’s  felf  for  feven  years 
on  him  who  wifhes  to  have  his 
choice  again  at  the  end  of  three  ; 
and  returning  for  his  approbation 
at  three  ;  when  he  might  perhaps 
have  been  well  content  to  trud 
one  for  feven, 

I  have  a  momentary  pleafure  in 
addi  ng  (especially  when  fupported 
by  your  opinions)  that  I  am  willing 
to  flatter  myfelf,  rather  good  than 
evil  rnav  arife  from  the  chano-e. 

/  o 

But  I  look  upon  redo  ring  election 
and  reprefentacion  in  feme  degree 
(lor  I  expedd  no  miracles)  to  their 
original  purity,  to  be  that,  with¬ 
out  which  all  other  efforts  will  be 
vain  and  ridiculous.  The  tenant- 
right,  or  good-will  of  a  leafe  of 
three  years,  is  as  faleable  as  that 
of  a  leafe  of  feven.  It  will  And 
its  price  at  both  the  London  and 
country  markets.  It  will  be  bought, 
it  will  be  fold.  The  member  will 
be  as  manageable,  if  the  condi- 
tuent  be  as  venal.  And  they  will 
not  be  afraid  to  meet  at  market  as 
often  as  you  pleafe. 

The  adding  to  the  county  repre- 
fentation,  if  by  no  means  a  perfect 

cure* 
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Cure,  Teems  yet  to  me  to  be  the 
plaineft  and  bell:  proportion  for 
this  purpofe,  that  has  yet  come 
under  my  obfervation.  I  truft, 
likewife,  it  may  be  practicable. 
I  therefore  embrace  it,  not  only 
from  a  deference  to  your  opinion, 
but  with  an  approbation  of  my 
own.  Yet,  not  battering  you,  that 
it  appears  to  me  one  of  thofe  mat¬ 
ters  eafy  of  execution,  or  to  be 
done  with  a  thought;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  is  more  complicated  (as  it 
feems  to  me  more  effectual)  than 
the  fir  11  mentioned  alteration.  But 
this  is  no  time  to  talk  of  fmall 
rubs,  or  difficulties.  If  fometh’mg 
be  not  done,  you  may,  indeed, 
retain  the  outward  form  of  your 
conftitution,  but  not  the  power 
thereof. 

For  it  is  too  ferious  a  truth  to 
be  concealed,  and,  indeed,  it  is  too 
late  ferioufly  to  attempt  to  conceal 
it,  that  if  the  eleftors,  forgetting 
the  folemn  duty  they  owe  to  the 
millions  of  their  feiiow-fubjefls, 
vvhofe  rights  they  are  in  the  fir  ft 
ir.ftance  intruded  with  :  if,  for¬ 
getting  the  facred  truft  repofed  in 
them,  of  choofing  thofe  who  are 
to  govern  thofe  millions  ;  if,  for¬ 
getting  that  they  are  therefore  a 
lort  of  reprefen tatives  of  all  the 
people  (who  would  be  too  nume¬ 
rous  to  vote  themfelves)  ;  I  fay,  if 
forgetting  thefe  things,  and  fbame- 
fully  proftituting  themfelves,  they 
are  become  fo  profligate  as  to  fell 
themfelves  and  their  country;  let 
them  not  wonder  (nay,  fcarcely 
can  they  complain  without  fhame) 
if  thofe  whom  they  choofe,  imi¬ 
tating  their  conduct,  retail  daily 
thofe  rights  which  they  have 
bought,  whether  it  be  at  the  fep- 
tennial,  triennial,  or  annual  fairs. 
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and  markets.  We  can  converfe 
thus  without  a  blulh. 

Neither  time  permits,  nor  does 
propriety  allow  me  to  enter  into 
arguments  in  fupport  of  a  fenti- 
ment  of  which  (much  I  think  to 
your  honour)  you  have  declared 
your  approbation.  But  although 
it  fuits  neither  the  time,  nor  the 
circumftance,  to  argue  and  debate, 
I  truft  you  will  not  think  I  am  out 
of  the  line  of  propriety,  of  duty, 
or  of  the  refpeCl  I  owe  you,  in  thus 
making  a  public  declaration  of 
my  opinions  and  intentions  in 
matters  concerning  which,  after 
the  tender  I  have  made  of  my 
fervice,  you  have  an  unqueftion- 
able  right,  as  you  muft  have  a 
natural  wifh,  to  be  informed. 

When  I  began  this  paper,  I  had 
reafon  to  believe  the  time  prefled ; 
I  was  foon  confirmed  in  what  I  had 
heard.  It  was  become  material  to 
addrefs  you  quickly,  if  at  all :  but 
although  what  I  have  written  has 
been  the  work  of  a  few  hours,  do 
not  think  that  the  matter  has  not 
again  and  again  been  the  fubjeft 
of  deliberate  thought.  I  fhould 
not  have  dared  to  have  prefented 
you  with  crude  and  undigefted 
ideas,  or  the  fancy  of  a  moment: 
but,  on  the  other  hand,  fo  inat¬ 
tentive  have  1  been  to  the  advan¬ 
tages  this  addrefs  might  receive, 
in  its  form,  from  the  affiftance  of 
abler  perfons  than  myfelf,  that  I 
venture  to  fubmit  it  thus  publicly 
to  you,  without  the  opportunity  of 
communicating  it  to  thofe  whofe 
principles,  judgment,  and  line  of 
conduct  in  the  public  walk,  I  have 
been  habituated  to  look  up  to  with 
high  refpe£l  and  efteem. 

My  bufinefs  is  not  to  write  ably 
to  vou,  but  to  write  with  fincerity. 

The 
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The  relation  that  (lands  now  be¬ 
tween  us,  gives  you  a  right,  if  I 
may  fo  fpeak,  to  my  unmended 
fentiments ;  and  I  willingly  fub- 
mit  every  defeat  to  your  cenfure, 
rather  than  be  fuppofed  to  ufe  ma¬ 
nagement  and  art,  or  to  confult 
what  is  conformable  to  perfonal  or 
party  considerations,  indead  of  that 
which  unbridled  truth  (according 
to  my  conception  of  it)  requires  of 
me.  What  farther  Heps  may  be  in 
contemplation  towards  obtaining 
the  laudable  object  of  our  wifhes, 
I  do  not  know :  but  it  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  that  what  has  lately  arifen 
will  flacken  the  zeal  of  thofe  who 
have  already  Stepped  forward  in 
the  budnefs.  With  that  idea  upon 
my  mind,  it  is  impoffible  for  me 
to  conclude  without  expreding  an 
earned:  wiih,  that  whatever  is 
thought  of  may  be  purfued  with 
that  true  fpirit  of  firmnefs  and 
moderation,  which  belongs  to  the 
caufe  of  juftice;  and  above  all, 
that  by  every  means  that  can  be 


devifed,  a  good  understanding  and 
union  may  be  infured  amongff 
refpedlable  men  of  all  ranks  and 
defcriptions,  who  agree  in  the 
main  principles  of  liberty  ;  al¬ 
though  there  may  be  Shades  of  dif¬ 
ference  in  fmaller  points,  or  in 
matters  not  calling  for  immediate 
difcudion.  Indeed,  you  will  find 
it  true  vvifdom,  and  a  very  hon¬ 
ourable  policy,  to  firengthen  the 
caufe  of  your  country  with  every 
honed  aid  that  can  be  obtained.—* 
No  public  caufe  was  ever  carried 
by  divided  efforts. 

Till  I  have  the  honour  of  meet¬ 
ing  you  in  the  exercife  of  the  great 
and  refpedtable  function  of  choofing 
your  reprefentatives,  I  beg  leave 
to  fubfcribe  myfelf.  Gentlemen, 
with  perfect  refpedt,  and  a  remem¬ 
brance  of  all  your  kindnefs. 

Your  mod  obliged, 

and  faithful  humble  fervant, 
G.  Saville. 

Newcaftle  upon  Tyne ,  Sept.  5,  1780, 
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CharaSler  and  Manners  of  the  Vene¬ 
tians.  From  a  Fie-w  of  Society 
and  Manners  in  Italy ,  by  Dr. 
Moore. 

1AM  very  fenfible,  that  it  re¬ 
quires  a  longer  refidence  at 
Venice,  and  better  opportunities 
than  I  have  had,  to  enable  me  to 
give  a  chara&er  of  the  Venetians. 
But  were  I  to  form  an  idea  of  them 
from  what  I  have  feen,  I  fhould 
paint  them  as  a  lively  ingenious 
people,  extravagantly  fond  of  pub¬ 
lic  amufements,  with  an  uncom¬ 
mon  relifh  for  humour,  and  yet 
more  attached  to  the  real  enjoy¬ 
ments  of  life,  than  to  tliofe  which 
depend  on  oftentation,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  from  vanity. 

The  common  people  of  Venice 
difplay  fome  qualities  very  rarely 
to  be  found  in  that  fnhere  of  life, 
being  remarkably  fober,  obliging 
to  Grangers,  and  gentle  in  their 
intercourfe  with  each  other.  The 
Venetians  in  general  are  tall  and 
well  made.  Though  equally  ro- 
buft,  they  are  not  fo  corpulent  as 
the  Germans.  The  latter  alfo 
are  of  fair  complexions,  with  light- 
grey  or  blue  eyes ;  whereas  the 
Venetians  are  for  the  molt  part  of 
a  ruddy  brown  colour,  with  dark 
eyes.  You  meet  in  the  flreets  of 
Venice  many  fine  manly  counte¬ 
nances,  refembling  thole  tranfmit- 
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ted  to  us  by  the  pencils  of  Paul 
Veronefe  and  Titian.  The  wo¬ 
men  are  of  a  fine  flile  of  counte¬ 
nance,  with  expreffive  features, 
and  a  fkin  of  a  rich  carnation. 
They  drefs  their  hair  in  a  fanciful 
manner,  which  becomes  them  very 
much.  They  are  of  an  eafy  ad- 
drefs,  and  have  no  averfion  to  cul¬ 
tivating  an  acquaintance  with  thofe 
flrangers,  who  are  prefented  to 
them  by  their  relations,  or  have 
been  properly  recommended. 

Strangers  are  under  lefs  reftraint 
here,  in  many  particulars,  than, 
the  native  inhabitants.  I  have 
known  fome,  who,  after  having 
tried  mod  of  the  capitals  of  Eu¬ 
rope,  have  preferred  to  live  at  Ve¬ 
nice,  on  account  of  the  variety  of 
amufements,  the  gentle  •  manners 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  per- 
fe<d  freedom  allowed  in  every 
thing,  except  in  blaming  the  mea- 
fures  of  government.  I  have  al¬ 
ready  mentioned  in  what  manner 
the  Venetians  are  in  danger  of 
being  treated  who  give  themfelves 
that  liberty.  When  a  llranger  is 
fo  imprudent  as  to  declaim  again!! 
the  form  or  the  meafures  of  go- 
vernment,  he  will  either  receive 
a  meffage  to  leave  the  territories 
of  the  date,  or  one  of  the  Sbirri 
will  be  fent  to  accompany  him  to 
the  Pope's  or  the  Emperor’s  do¬ 
minions. 
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The  houfes  are  thought  incon- 

o 

venient  by  many  of  the  Englifh  ; 
they  are  better  calculated,  how¬ 
ever,  for  the  climate  of  Italy,  than 
ff  they  were  built  according  to  the 
London  model,  which,  I  fuppofe, 
is  the  plan  thofe  critics  approve. 
The  floors  are  of  a  kind  of  red 
plailler,  with  a  brilliant  gloffy  fur- 
face,  much  more  beautiful  than 
wood,  and  far  preferable  in  cafe 
cf  fire,  whole  progrefs  they  aie 
calculated  to  check. 

The  principal  apartments  are 
on  the  Second  door.  The  Vene¬ 
tians  feidorn  inhabit  the  hrft, 
which  is  often  intirely  filled  with 
lumber:  perhaps,  they  prefer,  the 
fecond,  becaufe  it  is  fartheft  re¬ 
moved  from  the  moiflure  of  the 
lakes  ;  or  perhaps  they  prefer  it, 
becaufe  it  is  better  lighted,  and 
more  cheerful  ;  or  they  may  have 
feme  better  reafon  for  this  prefer¬ 
ence  than  I  am  acquainted  with, 
or  can  imagine.  Though  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Great  Britain  make 
ufe  of  the  firil  floors  for  their  chief 
apartments,  this  does  not  form  a 
complete  demonftration  that  the 
Venetians  are  in  the  wrong  for 
preferring  the  fecond.  When  an 
acute  fenfible  people  univerfally 
follow  onecuftom,  in  a  mere  mat¬ 
ter  of  conveniency,  however  ab- 
furd  that  cuftom  may  appear  in 
th  e  eyes  of  a  flranger  at  firfl  fight, 
it  will  generally  be  found,  that 
there  is  fome  real  advantage  in  it, 
which  compenfates  all  the  appa¬ 
rent  inconveniences. 

I  had  got,  I  don’t  know  how, 
the  mo  ft  contemptuous  opinion 
of  the  Italian  drama.  I  had  been 
told,  there  was  not  a  tolerable 
aftor  at  prefent  in  Italy,  and  I 
had  been  long  taught  to  conlider 
heir  comedy  as  the  moil  defpica- 


ble  ftuffin  the  world,  which  could 
not  amufe,  or  even  draw  a  fmile 
from,  any  perfon  of  tafle,  being 
quite  deftitute  of  true  humour, 
full  of  ribaldry,  and  only  proper 
for  the  meaneft  cf  the  vulgar.  Im- 
prefied  with  thefe  fentiments,  and 
eager  to  give  his  Grace  a  full  de¬ 
monftration  of  their  juftnefs,  I  ac¬ 
companied  the  D — -  of  H — —  to 
the  ftage-box  of  one  of  the  play- 
houfes  the  very  day  of  our  arrival 
at  Venice. 

The  piece  was  a  comedy,  and 
the  moft  entertaining  character  in 
it  was  that  of  a  man  who  fluttered. 
In  this  deleft,  and  in  the  lingu¬ 
lar  grimaces  with  which  the  aftor 
accompanied  it,  con  lifted  a  great 
part  of  the  amufement. 

Difgufted  at  fuch  a  pitiful  Sub- 
ftitution  for  wit  and  humour,  I 
exprefted  a  contempt  for  an  au¬ 
dience  which  could  be  entertained 
by  fuch  buffoonery,  and  who 
could  take  pleafure  in  the  exhibi¬ 
tion  of  a  natural  infirmity. 

While  we  inwardly  indulged 
fentiments  of  felf-approbation,  on 
account  of  the  refinement  and  fu- 
periority  of  our  own  tafte,  and 
Supported  the  dignity  of  thofe 
fentiments  by  a  difdainful  gra¬ 
vity  of  countenance,  the  ftutterer 
was  giving  a  piece  of  information 
to  harlequin,  which  greatly  in- 
terefted  him,  and  to  which  he  lis¬ 
tened  with  every  mark  of  eager- 
nefs.  This  unfortunate  fpeaker 
had  juft  arrived  at  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  part  of  his  narrative,  which 
was,  to  acquaint  the  impatient 
liftener  where  his  miftrefs  was  con¬ 
cealed,  when  he  unluckily  Hum¬ 
bled  on  a  word  of  fix  or  feven  Syl¬ 
lables,  which  completely  obftrufted 
the  progrefs  of  his  narration.  He 
attempted  it  again  and  again,  but 
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n\viVs  without  fuccefs.-  You  may 

«  •  ,  » 

have  obferved  that,  though  many 
other  words  would  explain  his 
meaning  equally  well,  you  may  as 
foon  make  a  faint  change  his  reli- 
gion,  as  prevail  on  a  ftutterer  to 
accept  of  another  word  in  place  of 
that  at  which  he  has  {tumbled . 
He  adheres  to  his  firft  word  to  the 
laft,  and  will  fooner  expire  with 
it  in  his  throat,  than  give  it  up  for 
any  other  you  may  offer.  Harle¬ 
quin,  on  the  prefent  occafion, 
prefented  his  friend  with  a  dozen  ; 
but  he  rejected  them  all  with  dif- 
dain,  and  perfifted  in  his  unfuc- 
cefsful  attempts  on  that,  which 
had  firft  come  in  his  way.-  At 
length,  making  a  defperate  effort, 
when  all  the  fpeclators  were  gap¬ 
ing  in  expectation  of  his  fafe  de¬ 
livery,  the  cruel  word  came  up 
with  its  broad  fide  foremoft,  and 
ftuck  diredtly  acrofs  the  unhappy 
man’s  wind-pipe.  He  gaped,  and 
panted,  ard  croaked;  his  face 
fluffed,  and  his  eyes  feemed  ready 
to  ftart  from  his  head.  Harle¬ 
quin  unbuttoned  the  ftutcerer’s 
waiftcoat,  and  the  neck  of  his 
fhirt ;  he  fanned  his  face  with  his 
cap,  and  held  a  bottle  of  hartfforn 
to  his  nofe.  At  length,  fearing 
his  patient  would  expire,  before 
he  could  give  the  defired  intelli¬ 
gence,  in  a  fit  of  defpair  he  pitch¬ 
ed  his  head  full  in  the  dvino-  man’s 

/  o 

llomach,  and  the  word  bolted  out 
qf  his  mouth  to  the  molt  diftant 
part  or -the  houfe. 

This  was  performed  in  a  manner 
fo  perfectly  droll,  and  the  hu¬ 
morous  abfurdity  of  the  expedient 
came  fo  unexpectedly  Upon  me, 
that  I  immediately  burft  into  a 
moft  exce'iiive  fit  of  laughter,  in 
which  I  was  accompanied  by  the 
,  and  by  your  young  friend 
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Jack,  who  was  along  with  us ; 
and  our  laughter  continued  in 
fuch  loud,  violent,  and  repeated 
fits,  that  the  attention  of  the  au-  ’ 
dience  being  turned  from  the  ftage 
to  our  box,  occafioned  a  renewal 
of  the  mirth  all  over  the  playhoufe 
with  greater  vociferation  than  at 
firft. 

The  number  of  playhoufes  in 
Venice  is  very  extraordinary,  con- 
fidering  the  fize  of  the  town,  which, 
is  not  thought  to  contain  above 
one  hundred,  and  fifty  thoufand 
inhabitants,  yet  there  are  eight 
or  nine  theatres  here,  including 
the  opera-houfes.  You  pay  a  trifle 
at  the  door  for  admittance;  this 
entitles  you  to  go  into  the  pit, 
where  you  may  look  about,  and 
determine  what  part  of  the  houfe 
you  will  fit  in.  There  are  rows 
of  chairs  placed  in  the  f  ont  of  the 
pit,  next  the  orcheftra  ;  the  feats 
of  thefe  chairs  are  folded  to  their 
backs,  and  faftened  by  a  lock; 
Thofe  who  choofe  to  take  them, 
pay  a  little  more  money  to  the 
door-keeper,  who  immediately  un¬ 
locks  the  feat.  Very  decent-look¬ 
ing  people  occupy  thefe  chairs  j 
but  the  back  part  of  the  pit  is  filled 
with  footmen  and  gondoleers,  in. 
their  common  working  clothes. 
The  nobility,  and  better  fort  of 
citizens,  have  boxes  retained  for 
the  year ;  but  there  are  always  a 
fuffleient  number  to  be  let  to 
grangers  :  the  price  of  thofe  va¬ 
ries  every  night,  according  to  the 
feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  piece 
adled. 

A  Venetian  playhoufe  has  a  dif- 
mal  appearance  in  the  eyes  of  peo¬ 
ple  accuftomed  to  the  brilliancy  of 
thofe  of  London.  Many  of  the 
boxes  are  fo  dark,  that  the  faces 
of  the  company  in  them  can  hardly* 
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be  diftinguifhed  at  a  little  diftance, 
even  when  they  do  not  wear 
mafks.  The  ftage,  however,  is 
well  illuminated.  To  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  mi  the  boxes  can  fee,  perfectly 
well,  every  thing  that  is  tranfadied 
there  ;  and  when  they  choofe  to 
be  feen  themfelves,  they  order 
lights  into  their  boxes.  Between 
the  adts  you  fometimes  fee  ladies 
walking  about,  with  their  Cava- 
lieri  Serventes,  in  the  back  part 
of  the  pit,  when  it  is  not  crowded. 
As  they  are  mafked,  they  do  not 
fcruple  to  reconnoitre  the  com¬ 
pany,  with  their  fpying-glaffes, 
from  this  place:  when  the  play 
begins,  they  return  to  their  boxes. 
This  continual  moving  about  from 
bpx  to  box,  and  between  the  boxes 
and  the  pit,  mull  create  fome  con- 
fufion,  and,  no  doubt,  is  difagree- 
able  to  thofe  who  attend  merely  on 
account  of  the  piece.  There  mud, 
however,  be  found  fome  douceur  in 
the  midft  of  all  this  obfcurity  and 
confufion,  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  the  audience, 
overbalances  thefe  obvious  incon¬ 
veniences. 

The  mufic  of  the  opera  here 
is  reckoned  as  fine  as  in  any  town 
in  Italy  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  is  far 
fuperior  to  the  praife  of  fo  very 
poor  a  judge  as  I  am.  The  dra¬ 
matic  and  poetical  parts  of  thofe 
pieces  are  little  regarded  ;  the  poet 
is  allowed  to  indulge  himfelf  in  as 
many  anachronifins,  and  other  in- 
confiftencies,  as  he  pleafes.  Pro¬ 
vided  the  mufic  receives  the  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  critic’s  ear,  his 
judgment  is  not  offended  with  any 
abfurdities  in  the  oilier  parts  of  the 
composition,  The  celebrated  Me- 
taftafio  has  difdained  to  avail  him¬ 
felf  of  this  indulgence  in  his 
operas,  which  are  fine  dramatic 


compofitions.  He  has  preferved 
the  alliance  which  ought  always 
to  fubfift  between  fenfe  and  mufic. 

At  the  comic  opera  1  have  fome¬ 
times  feen  action  alone  excite  the 
higheft  applaufe,  independent  of 
either  the  poetry  or  the  mufic.  I 
faw  a  duo  performed  by  an  old 
man  and  a  young  woman,  fup- 
pofed  to  be  his  daughter,  in  fuch 
an  humorous  manner,  as  drew  an 
univerfal  encora  from  the  fpedta- 
tors.  The  merit  of  the  mufical 
part  of  the  compofition,  I  was 
told,  was  but  very  moderate,  and 
as  for  the  fentimenl  you  fliall 
judge. 

The  father  informs  his  daugh¬ 
ter,  in  a  fong,  that  he  has  found 
an  excellent  match  for  her;  who, 
befides  being  rich,  and  very  pru¬ 
dent,  and  not  too  young,  was  over 
and  above  a  particular  friend  of 
his  own,  and  in  perfon  and  difpo- 
iition,  much  fuch  a  man  as  him¬ 
felf  ;  he  concludes,  by  telling 
her,  that  the  ceremony  will  be 
performed  next  day.  She  thanks 
him,  in  the  gayeft  air  poffible,  for 
his  obliging  intention?,  adding, 
that  fhe  fhould  have  been  glad  to 
have  fhewn  her  implicit  obedience 
to  his  commands,  provided  there 
had  been  any  chance  of  the  man’s 
being  to  her  take;  but  as,  from 
the  account  he  had  given,  there 
could  be  none,  ihe  declares  fhe 
will  not  marry  him  next  day,  and 
adds,  with  a  'very  long  quaver,  that 
if  fhe  were  to  live  to  eternity  ihe 
fhould  continue  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion.  The  father,  in.  a  violent 
rage,  tells  her,  that  inftead  of  to¬ 
morrow,  the  marriage  fhould  take 
place  that  very  day  ;  to  which 
fhe  replies,  non  :  he  rejoins,  fi  ; 
fhe,  non,  non  ;  he,  fi,  fi ;  the 
daughter,  non,  ncn,  non ;  the  fa-?. 

ther. 
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ther,  fl,  fi,  fi ;  and  fo  the  Tinging 
continues  for  five  or  fix  minutes. 
You  perceive  there  is  nothing 
marvelloufly  witty  in  this  ;  and 
for  a  daughter  to  be  of  a  different 
opinion  from  her  father,  in  the 
choice  of  a  hufband,  is  not  a  very 
new  dramatic  incident.  Well,  I 
told  you  the  duo  was  encored — 
they  immediately  performed  it  a 
fecond  time,  and  with  more  hu¬ 
mour  than  the  firfl.  The  whole 
houfe  vociferated  for  it  again  ;  and 
it  was  fung  a  third  time  in  a  man¬ 
ner  equally  pleafant,  and  yet  per¬ 
fectly  different  from  any  of  the 
former  two. 

I  thoup-ht  the  houfe  would  have 

o 

been  brought  down  about  our 
ears,  fo  extravagant  were  the  telii- 
monies  of  approbation. 

The  two  aCtors  were  obliged  to 
appear  again,  and  fing  this  duo  a 
fourth  time;  which  they  executed 
in  a  ftyle  fo  new,  fo  natural,  and 
fo  exquifitely  droll;  that  the  au¬ 
dience  now  thought  there  had 
been  fomething  deficient  in  all 
their  former  performances,  and 
that  they  had  hit  on  the  true  comic 
only  this  iaft  time. 

Some  people  began  to  call  for 
it  again  ;  but  the  old  man,  now 
quite  exhautted,  begged  for  mer¬ 
cy  ;  on  which  the  point  was  given 
up.  I  never  before  had  any  idea 
that  fuch  ftrong  comic  powers  could 
have  been  difplayed  in  the  Tinging 
of  a  Tong. 

Though  the  Venetian  govern¬ 
ment  is  ftill  under  the  influence 
of  jealoufy,  that  gloomy  daemon 
is  now  entirely  banifhed  from  the 
.bofoms  of  individuals.  Inftead  of 
the  confinement  in  which  women 
were  formerly  kept  at  Venice,  they 
now  enjoy  a  degree  of  freedom  un¬ 
known  even  at  Paris.  Of  the  two 
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extremes,  the  prefent,  without 
doubt,  is  the  preferable. 

Along  with  jealoufy,  poi/on  and 
the  Jiiletto  have  been  banifhed  from 
Venetian  gallantry,  and  the  inno¬ 
cent  mafk  is  fubftituted  in  their 
places.  According  to  the  belt  in¬ 
formation  I  have  received,  this 
fame  mafk  is  a  much  more  inno¬ 
cent  matter  than  is  generally  ima¬ 
gined.  In  general  it  is  not  in¬ 
tended  to  conceal  the  perfon  who 
wears  it,  but  only  ufed  as  an  apo¬ 
logy  for  his  not  being  in  full  drefs. 
With  a  mafk  fiuck  in  the  hat,  and 
a  kind  of  black  mantle,  trimmed 
with  lace  of  the  fame  colour,  over 
the  fhoulders,  a  man  is  fufficientfy 
dreffed  for  any  affembly  at  Ve¬ 
nice. 

Thofe  who  walk  the  fireets,  or 
go  to  the  playhoufes  with  mafks 
actually  covering  their  faces,  are 
either  engaged  in  feme  love  in¬ 
trigue,  or  would  have  the  fpeCta- 
tors  think  fo ;  for  this  is  a  piece 
of  affectation  which  prevails  here, 
as  well  as  el fe where  ;  and  I  have 
been  afl'ured,  by  thofe  who  have 
refided  many  years  at  Venice,  that 
refined  gentlemen,  who  are  fond  of 
the  reputation,  though  they  fhrink 
from  the  cataftrophe,  of  an  in¬ 
trigue,  are  no  uncommon  charac¬ 
ters  here  ;  and  I  believe  it  the 
more  readily,  becaufe  I  daily  fee 
many  feeble  gentlemen  tottering 
about  in  mafks,  for  whom  a  bafon 
of  warm  reftorative  foup  feems 
more  expedient  than  the  moil 
beautiful  woman  in  Venice. 

One  evening  at  St.  Mark’s 
place,  when  a  gentleman  of  my 
acquaintance  was  giving  an  ac¬ 
count  of  this  curious  piece  of  af¬ 
fectation,  he  defired  me  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of  a  Venetian  nobleman  of  his 
acquaintance,  who,  with  an  air 

B  3 


6  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


of  myftery,  was  conducing  a  fe¬ 
male  mafk  into  his  caffino.  My 
acquaintance  knew  him  perfectly 
well,  and  allured  me,  he  was  the 
jnoft  innocent  creature  vyith  women 
he  had  ever  been  acquainted  with. 
When  this  gallant  perfon  perceiv¬ 
ed  that  we  were  looking  at  him, 
his  mafk  fell  to  the  ground,  as  if 
by  accident;  and  after  we  had  got 
a  complete  view  of  his  counte¬ 
nance,  he  put  it  on  with  much 
hurry,  and  immediately  ru-fhed, 
with  his  partner,  into  the  caffino. 

«— Fugit  ad  falices,  fed  fe  cupit  ante  videri. 

You  have  heard,  no  doubt,  of 
thofe  little  apartments,  near  -Sc. 
Mark’s  place,  called  caffinos. 
They  have  the  misfortune  to  la¬ 
bour  under  a  very  bad  reputation  ; 
they  are  accufed  of  being  temples 
entirely  confecrated  to  lawlefs  love, 
and  a  thoufand  fcandalous  tales  are 
told  to  Grangers  concerning  them. 
Thofe  tales  are  certainly  not  be¬ 
lieved  by  the  Venetians  them- 
feives,  the  pi  oof  of  which  is,  that 
the  caffinos  are  allowed  to  exiffc  ; 
for  I  hold  it  perfectly  abfurd  to 
imagine,  that  men  would  fuller 
their  wives  to  enter  fuch  places,  if 
they  were  not  convinced  that  thcie 
ftories  were  ill-founded  ;  nor  can 
I  believe,  after  all  we  have  heard 
of  the  profligacy  of  Venetian  man¬ 
ners,  that  women,  even  pf  indif¬ 
ferent  reputations,  would  attend 
caffinos  in  the  open  manner  they 
do,  if  it  were  under  flood  that  thore 
liberties  were  taken  with  them 
there  than  eliewhere. 

The  opening  before  St.  Mark’s 
church  is  the  only  place  in  Venice 
whore  a  great  number  of  people 
can  rflhmble.  1:  is  the  fafhiqn 
to  w  lk  hc-e  a  great  part  of  the 
pyening,  to  ■■  j.  y  the  mafic,  and 


other  amufements ;  and  although 
there  are  coifee-houfes,  and  Vene*- 
tian  manners  permit  ladies,  as 
well  as  gentlemen,  to  frequent 
them,  yet  it  was  natural  for  the  no¬ 
ble  and  moil  wealthy  to  prefer  lit¬ 
tle  apartments  of  their  own,  where, 
without  being  expofed  to  intrufion, 
they  may  entertain  a  few  friends 
in  a  more  eafy  and  unceremonious 
manner  than  they  could  do  at  their 
palaces.  In  dead  of  going  home 
to  a  formal  fupper,  and  returning 
afterwards  to  this  place  of  amufe- 
ment,  they  order  coffee,  lemonade, 
fruit,  and  other  refrefhments,  to 
the  caffino. 

That  thofe  little  apartments 
may  be  occafionally  ufed  for  the 
purpofes  of  intrigue,  is  not  im¬ 
probable  ;  but  that  this  is  the  or¬ 
dinary  and  avowed  purpofe  for 
which  they  are  frequented  is,  of 
all  things,  the  lead  credible. 

Some  writers  who  have  deferibed 
the  manners  of  the  Venetians,  as 
more  profligate  than  thofe  of  other 
nations,  affiert  at  the  fame  time, 
that  the  government  encourages 
this  profligacy,  tp  relax  and  diftV 
pate  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
prevent  their  planning,  or  at¬ 
tempting,  any  thing  againft  the 
confutation.  Were  this  the  cafe, 
it  could  not  be  denied,  that  the 
Venetian  fegiflators  dafplay  their 
patriotifm  in  a  very  extraordinary 
manner,  and  have  fallen  upon  as 
extraordinary  means  of.  rendering 
their  people  good  fubje&s.  They 
fir  ft  erect  a  defpotic  court  to  guard 
the  public  liberty,  and  next  they 
corrupt*  the  morals  of  the  people, 
to  keep  them  from  plotting  againft: 
the  ftate.  This  laft  piece  of  re¬ 
finement,  however,  is  no  more 
than  a  conjecture  of  fome  theoreti¬ 
cal  politicians,  who  ar<?  apt  id 
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take  fafts  for  granted,  without  fuf- 
licient  proof,  and  afterwards  difplay 
their  ingenuity  in  accounting  for 
them.  That  the  Venetians  are 
more  given  to  leni'ual  pleafures 
than  the  inhabitants  of  London, 
Paris,  or  Berlin,  I  i  nagine  will  be 
difficult  to  prove  ;  but  as  the  Hate 
inquifitors  do  not  think  proper, 
and  the  ecclefiadical  are  not  allow¬ 
ed,  to  interfere  in  affairs  of  gal¬ 
lantry  ;  as  a  great  number  of 
ftrangcrs  affembie  twice  or  thrice 
a  ye^r  at  Venice,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  amufement  ;  and,  above 
all,  as  it  is  the  cnftom  to  go  about 
in  mafks,  an  idea  prevails,  that 
the  manners  are  more  licentious 
here  than  eilewhere. 


Of  the  Modern  Romans.  From  the 
fame. 

IN  their  external  deportment, 
the  Italians  have  a  grave  folem- 
nity  of  manner,  which  is  Some¬ 
times  thought  to  arife  from  a  na¬ 
tural  gloominefs  of  difpofition. 
The  French,  above  all  other  na¬ 
tions,  are  apt  to  impute  to  melan¬ 
choly,  the  fedace  ferious  air  which 
accompanies  reflection. 

Though  in  the  pulpit,  on  the 
theatre,  and  even  in  common  con- 
verfation,  the  Italians  make  ufe  of 
a  great  deal  of  aClion  ;  yet  Italian 
vivacity  is  different  from  French  ; 
the  former  proceeds  from  fenflbi- 
lity,  the  latter  from  animal  fpirits. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  country 
have  not  the  brifk  look,  and  elaf- 
tic  trip,  which  is  univeifal  in 
France;  they  move  rather  with  a 
flow  compofed  pace  :  their  fpines 
never  having  been  forced  into  a 
flraig'nt  line,  retain  the  natural 
bend  j  and  the  people  of  the  moil 


finiffied  fafhion,  as  well  as  the  ne¬ 
glected  vulgar,  feem  to  prefer  the 
unconllrained  attitude  of  the  Anti- 
nous,  and  other  antique  ftatues,  to 
the  artificial  graces  of  a  French 
dancing-mafler,  or  the  eredl  flrut 
of  a  German  ioldier.  I  imagine 
I  perceive  a  great  refemblance  be¬ 
tween  many  of  the  living  counte¬ 
nances  I  fee  daily,  and  the  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  ancient  bulls  and  fla- 
tues  ;  which  leads  me  to  believe 
that  there  are  a  greater  number  o 
the  genuine  defendants  of  the  old 
Romans  in  Italy,  than  is  generally 
imagined, 

I  am  often  druck  with  the  fine 
charaCler  of  countenance  to  be 
feen  in  the  flreets  of  Rome.  I  ne¬ 
ver  faw  features  more  expreffive  of 
reflection,  fenfe,  and  genius  ;  in 
the  very  lowed  ranks  there  are 
countenances  which  announce 
minds  fit  for  the  highefl  and  moll 
important  fituations ;  and  we  can¬ 
not  help  regretting,  that  thole  to 
whom  they  belong,  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  an  education  adequate  to 
the  natural  abilities  we  are  con¬ 
vinced  they  poflefs,  and  been 
placed  where  thefe  abilities  could 
be  brought  into  aClion, 

Of  ail  the  countries  in  Europe, 
Switzerland  is  that,  in  which  the 
beauties  of  nature  appear  in  the 
greatefl  variety  of  forms  and  on 
the  moll  magnificent  Scale  ;  in  that 
country,  therefore,  the  young  land¬ 
scape  painter  has  the  bed  chance  of 
feizing  the  mod  fublime  ideas: 
but  Italy  is  the  bed  fchool  for  the 
hidory  painter,  not  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  being  enriched  with 
the  works  of  the  greeted  maders, 
and  the  nobled  models  of  ^-jtique 
Sculpture  ;  but  alfo  on  account  of 
the  fine  expreffive  dyle  of  the  Ita¬ 
lian  countenance* 
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Strangers,  on  their  arrival  at 
Home,  form  no  high  idea  of  the 
beauty  of  the  Roman  women, 
from  the  fpecimens  they  fee  in  the 
fafhionable  circles  to  which  they  are 
iirft  introduced.  There  are  fome 
•exceptions ;  but  in  general  it  mull 
be  acknowledged,  that  the  pre- 
fent  race  of  women  of  high  rank, 
are  more  dikinguifhed  by  their 
other  ornaments,  than  by  their 
beauty.  Among  the  citizens, 
however,  and  in  the  lower  claffes, 
you  frequently  meet  with  the  molt 
beautiful  countenances.  For  a 
brilliant  red  and  white,  and  all  the 
charms  of  complexion,  no  women 
are  equal  to  the  Englifh.  If  a 
hundred,  or  any  greater  number, 
of  Englifh  women  were  taken  at 
jandom,  and  compared  with  the 
fame  number  of  the  wives  and 
daughters  of  the  citizens  of  Rome, 
3  am  convinced,  that  ninety  of  the 
Englifh  would  be  found  handfomer 
than  ninety  of  the  Romans  ;  but 
the  probability  is,  that  two  or 
three  in  the  hundred  Italians, 
would  have  finer  countenances 
than  any  of  the  Englifh .  Englifh 
beauty  is  more  remarkable  in  the 
country,  than  in  towns;  the  pea- 
*  fantry  of  no  country  in  Europe 
can  hand  a  comparlfort,  in  point 
of  looks,  with  thofe  of  England. 
That  race  of  people  have  the  con- 
veniencies  of  life  in  no  other  coun¬ 
try  in  fuch  perfedtion ;  they  are 
no  where  fo  well  fed,  fo  well  de¬ 
fended  from  the  irjuries  of  the 
fealons ;  and  no  where  elfe  do 
they  keep  themfelves  fo  perfedlly 
clean,  and  free  from  all  the  vili¬ 
fying  effedts  of  dirt.  The  Englifh 
country  girls,  taken  colledtively, 
are,  unquekionably,  the  hand- 
fomeit  in  the  world.  The  female 
peafants  of  molt  other  countries. 


indeed,  are  fo  hard  worked,  fo  ill 
fed,  fo  much  tanned  by  the  fun, 
and  fo  dirty,  that  it  is  difficult  to 
know  whether  they  have  any  beau¬ 
ty  or  not.  Yet  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed,  by  fome  amateurs,  flnce 
I  came  here,  that,  in  fpite  of  all 
thefe  difadvantages,  they  fome- 
times  find,  among  the  Italian  pea- 
fantry,  countenances  highly  in- 
tereking,  and  which  they  prefer 
to  all  the  cherry  cheeks  of  Lanca- 
Ihire. 

Beauty,  doubtlefs,  is  infinitely 
varied  ;  and  happily  for  mankind, 
their  takes  and  opinions,  on  the 
fubjedt,  are  equally  various.  Not- 
withftanding  this  variety,  how¬ 
ever,  a  fly  le  of  face,  in  fome  mea- 
fure  peculiar  to  its  own  inhabi¬ 
tants,  has  been  found  to  prevail  in 
each  different  nation  of  Europe. 
This  peculiar  countenance  is  again 
greatly  varied,  and  marked  with 
every  degree  of  diferimination  be¬ 
tween  the  extremes  of  beauty  and 
uglinefs.  I  will  give  you  a  {ketch 
of  the  general  fly  le  of  the  moll 
beautiful  female  heads  in  this 
country,  from  which  you  may- 
judge  whether  they  are  to  your 
take  or  not. 

A  great  profufion  of  dark  hair, 
which  feems  to  encroach  upon  the 
forehead,  rendering  it  fhort  and 
narrow  ;  the  nofe  generally  either 
aquiline,  or  continued  in  a  kraight 
line  from  the  lower  part  of.  the 
brow  ;  a  full  and  fhort  upper  lip  ; 
(by  the  way,  nothing  has  a  worfe 
ekedt  on  a  countenance,  than  a 
large  interval  between  the  nofe 
and  mouth  ;)  the  eyes  are  large, 
and  of  a  fparkling  black.  The 
black  eye  certainly  labours  under 
one  difadvantage,  which  is,  that, 
from  the  iris  and  pupil  being  of 
the  fame  colour,  the  contraction 
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and  dilatation  of  the  latter  is  not 
feen,  by  which  the  eye  is  abridged 
of  half  its  powers.  Yet  the  Ita¬ 
lian  eye  is  wonderfully  expreflive  ; 
fome  people  think  it  fays  too 
much.  The  complexion,  for  the 
moft  part,  is  of  a  clear  brown, 
fometimes  fair,  but  very  feldom 
florid,  or  of  that  bright  fairnefs 
which  is  common  in  England  and 
Saxony.  It  mud  be  owned,  that 
thofe  features  which  have  a  fine 
exprelfion  of  fentiment  and  mean¬ 
ing  in  youth,  are  more  apt,  than 
lefs  exprefiive  faces,  to  become 
foon  ftrong  and  mafculine.  In 
England  and  Germany,  the  wo¬ 
men,  a  little  advanced  in  life, 
retain  the  appearance  of  youth 
longer  than  in  Italy. 

There  are  no  theatrical  enter¬ 
tainments  permitted  in  this  city, 
except  during  the  Carnival  ;  but 
they  are  then  attended  with  a  de¬ 
gree  of  ardour  unknown  in  capi¬ 
tals  vvhofe  inhabitants  are  under 
no  fuch  redraint.  Every  kind  of 
amufement,  indeed,  in  this  gay 
feafon,  is  followed  with  the  great- 
ed  eagernefs.  The  natural  gra¬ 
vity  of  the  Roman  citizens  is 
changed  into  a  mirthful  vivacity  ; 
and  the  ferious,  J ombre  city  of 
Rome  exceeds  Paris  itfelf  in  fpright- 
linefs  and  gaiety.  This  fpirit 
feems  gradually  to  augment,  from 
its  commencement  ;  and  is  at  its 
height  in  the  lad  week  of  the  fix 
which  comprehend  the  carnival. 
The  citizens  then  appear  in  the 
dreets,  mafked,  in  the  charaflers 
of  harlequins,  pantaloons,  punchi- 
nelios,  and  all  the  fantadic  va¬ 
riety  of  a  mafquerade.  T  his  hu¬ 
mour  fpreads  to  men,  women,  and 
children  ;  defcends  to  the  lowed 
ranks,  and  becomes  univerfal. 
Even  thofe  who  put  on  no  mafk. 
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and  have  no  defire  to  regain  un¬ 
known,  rejefl  their  ufual  clothes, 
and  afiume  fome  whimfical  drefsy 
The  coachmen,  who  are  placed  in 
a  more  confpicuous  point  of  view 
than  others  of  the  fame  rank  in 
life,  and  who  are  perfectly  known 
by  the  carriages  they  drive,  gene¬ 
rally  affeft  fome  ridiculous  dif- 
guife  :  Many  of  them  chufe  a  wo¬ 
man’s  drefs,  and  have  their  faces 
painted,  and  adorned  with  patches. 
However  dull  thefe  fellows  may 
be,  when  in  breeches,  they  are, 
in  petticoats,  confidered  as  the 
plealanted  men  in  the  world  ;  and 
excite  much  laughter  in  every 
dreet  in  which  they  appear.  I 
obferved  to  an  Italian  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintance,  that,  confidering  the 
dalenefs  of  the  joke,  I  was  fur- 
prifed  at  the  mirth  it  feemed  to 
raife.  When  a  whole  city,” 
anfwered  he,  “  are  refolved  to  be 
“  merry  for  a  week  together,  it 
“  is  exceedingly  convenient  to 
“  have  a  few  eftablifhed  jokes 
(t  ready  made  ;  the  young  laugh 
“  at  the  novelty,  and  the  old 
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<<r  from  prescription.  This  meta- 
ct  morphefis  of  the  coachmen  is 
“  certainly  not  the  mod  refined 
t(  kind  of  wit ;  however,  it  is 
if  more  harmlefs  than  the  burning 
<(  of  heretics,  which  formerly  was 
“  a  great  fource  of  amufement  to 

our  populace.” 

The  dreet,  called  the  corfo,  is 
the  great  feene  of  thefe  mafque- 
rades.  It  is  crowded  every  night 
with  people  of  all  conditions; 
Thofe  of  rank  come  in  coaches, 
or  in  open  carriages,  made  on 
purpofe.  A  kind  of  civil  war  is 
carried  on  by  the  company,  as 
they  pafs  each  other.  The  greated 
mark  of  attention  you  can  fhew 
your  friends  and  acquaintance,  is, 

bO 


10  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


to  throw  a  handful  of  little  white 
ball  s,  refembling  fugar-plums,  full 
in  their  faces ;  and,  if  they  are 
not  deficient  in  politenefs,  they 
will  indantly  return  you  the  com¬ 
pliment.  All  who  wifh  to  make  a 
figure  in  the  corfo,  come  well 
fupplied  in  this  kind  of  ammuni¬ 
tion. 

Sometimes  two  or  three  open 
carriages,  on  a  fide,  with  five  or 
fix  perfons  of  both  fexes  in  each, 
draw  up  oppofite  to  each  other, 
and  fight  a  pitched  battle.  On 
thefe  occafions,  the  combatants 
are  provided  with  whple  bags  full 
of  the  fmall  fhot  above  mentioned, 
which  they  throw  at  each  other, 
with  much  apparent  fury,  till 
their  ammunition  is  exhaufted,  and 
the  field  of  battle  is  as  white  as 
fnow.  : 

The  peculiar  dreffes  of  every  na¬ 
tion  of  the  globe,  and  of  every 
profeffion,  befides  all  the  fantaftic 
characters  ufual  at  mafquerades, 
are  to  be  feen  on  the  corfo.  Thofe 
of  harlequin  and  pantaloon  are  in 
great  vogue  among  the  men.  The 
citizens  wives  and  daughters  gene¬ 
rally  afreCf  the  pomp  of  women  of 
quality ;  while  their  brothers,  or 
other  relations,  appear  as  train- 
bearers  and  attendants.  In  gene¬ 
ral,  they  feerh  to  delight  in  cha¬ 
racters  the  mod  remote  from  their 
own.  Young  people  affume  the 
long  beard,  tottering  ftep,  and 
other  concomitants  of  old  age  ;  the 
aged  chufe  the  bib  and  rattle  of 
childhood  ;  and  the  women  of  qua¬ 
lity,  and  women  of  the  town,'  ap¬ 
pear  in  the  characters  of  country 
maidens,  nuns,  and  veftal  virgins. 
All  endeavour  to  fupport  the  af- 
fumed  characters,  to  the  belt  of 
their  ability  ;  but  none*  in  my 


opinion,  fucceed  fo  well  as  thofe 
who  reprefent  children. 

Towards  the  dufk  of  the  eve¬ 
ning,  the  horfe-race  takes  place. 
As  foon  as  this  is  announced,  the 
coaches,  cabriolets,  triumphal  cars, 
and  carriages  of  every  kind,  are 
drawn  up,  and  line  the  dreet ; 
leaving  a  fpace  in  the  middle  for 
the  racers  to  pads'.  Thefe  are  five 
or  fix  horfes,  trained  on  purpofe 
for  this  diverfion  ;  they  are  drawn 
up  a  bread;  in  the  Piazza  del  Po- 
polo,  exaClly  where  the  Corfo  be¬ 
gins.  Certain  balls,  with  little 
iharp  fpikes,  are  hung  along  their 
fides,  which  ferve  to  fpur  them  on. 
As  foon  as  they  begin  to  run,  thofe 
animals,  by  their  impatience  to 
be  gone,  fhew  that  they  underdand 
what  is  required  of  them,  and  that 
they  take  as  much  pleafure  as  the 
fpeClato;*s  in  the  fport.  A  broad 
piece  of  canvas,  fpread  acrofs  the 
entrance  of  the  ftreet,  prevents 
them  from  darting  too  foon  :  the 
dropping  that  canvafs  is  the  fignal 
for  the  race  to  beg’n.  The  horfes 
fly  off  together,  and,  without  rid¬ 
ers,  exert  themfelves  to  the  uU 
mod;  impelled  by  emulation,  the 
fhouts  of  the  populace,  and  the 
fpurs  above  mentioned.  They  run 
the  whole  length  of  the  corfo ; 
and  the  proprietor  of  the  viCtor  is 
rewarded  by  a  certain  quantity  of 
fine  fcarlet  or  purple  cloth,  which 
is  always  furnifhed  by  the  Jews, 
Mafking  and  horfe  -  races  are 
confined  to  the  lad  eight  days  ;  but 
there  are  theatrical  entertainments, 
of  various  kinds,  during  the  whole 
fix  weeks  of  the  carnival.  The 
ferious  opera  is  mod  frequented 
by  people  of  fafliion,  who  gene¬ 
rally  take  boxes  for  the  whole  fea- 
fprt.  The  opera,  >vith  which  this 
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theatre  opened,  was  received  with 
the  highek  applaufe,  though  the 
mufic  only  was  new.  The  Ita¬ 
lians  do  not  think  it  always  necef- 
fary  to  compofe  new  words  for 
what  is  called  a  new  opera  ;  they 
often  fatisfy  themfelves  with  new 
mufic  to  the  affe&ing  dramas  of 
Metaftafio.  The  audience  here 
feem  to  lend  a  more  profound  and 
continued  attention  to  the  mufic, 
than  at  Venice.  This  is  probably 
owing  to  the  entertainment  being 
a  greater  rarity  in  the  one  city 
than  in  the  other  ;  for  I  could 
perceive  that  the  people  of  fafnion, 
who  came  every  night,  began,  af¬ 
ter  the  opera  had  been  repeated 
feveral  nights,  to  abate  in  their  at¬ 
tention,  to  receive  vifitors  in  their 
boxes,  and  to  liken  only  when 
fome  favourite  airs  were  finging  : 
whereas  the  audience  in  the  pit 
uniformly  preferve  the  mod  perfect 
filence,  which  is  only  interrupted 
by  gentle  murmurs  of  pleafure 
from  a  few  individuals,  or  an  uni- 
verfal  burk  of  applaufe  from  the 
whole  ahembly.  I  never  faw  fuch 
genuine  marks  of  fatisfadlion  dif- 
piayed  by  any  aflembly,  on  any 
cccafion  whatever.  The  fenfibility 
of  fome  of  the  audience  gave  me 
an  idea  of  the  power  of  founds, 
which  the  dulhefs  of  rny  own  audi¬ 
tory  nerves  could  never  have  con¬ 
veyed  to  my  mind.  At  certain 
airs,  filent  enjoyment  was  expref- 
fed  in  every  countenance  ;  at 
others,  the  hands  were  clafped  to¬ 
gether,  the  eyes  half  fhut,  and 

the  breath  drawn  in,  with  a  pro¬ 
longed  figh,  as  if  the  foul  was  ex- 
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(p;r;ng  in  a  torrent  of  delight. 

One  young  woman,  in  the  pit, 

called  out,  “  O  Dio,  do<ve  fono  ! 
f‘  che  piacer  ‘via  caccia  l’ alma  ?” 

Qn  the  ii rlt  night  of  the  opera, 


after  one  of  thefe  favourite  airs,  an 
univerfal  fhout  of  applaufe  took 
place,  intermingled  with  demands 
that  the  compoler  of  the  mufic 
fhould  appear.  II  maejiro !  il 
maeftro  !  re  founded  from  every 
corner  of  the  houfe.  He  was 
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prefent,  and  led  the  band  of  mufic; 
he  was  obliged  to  ftand  upon  the 
bench,  where  he  continued  bow¬ 
ing  to  the  fpedators,  till  they  were 
tired  of  applauding  him.  One 
perfon,  in  the  midifie  of  the  pit, 
whom  I  had  remarked  difipiaying 
great  figns  of  fatisfaflion  from  the 
beginning  of  the  performance, 
cried  out,  i{  He  deferves  to  be 
“  made  chief  mufician  to  the  Vir- 
“  gin,  and  to  lead  a  choir  of  an- 
“  gels!”  This  expreffion  would 
be  thought  krong,  in  any  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  it  has  peculiar  ener¬ 
gy  here,  where  it  is  a  popular 
opinion,  that  the  Virgin  Mary  is 
very  fond,  and  an  excellent  judge, 
of  mufic.  I  received  this  informa¬ 
tion  on  Chrikmas  morning,  when 
I  was  looking  at  two  poor  Cala¬ 
brian  pipers  doing  their  utmok  to 
pleafe  her,  and  the  Infant  in  her 
arms.  They  played  for  a  full 
hour  to  one  of  her  images  which 
kands  at  the  corner  of  a  kreet. 
All  the  other  katues  of  the  Virgin, 
which  are  placed  in  the  llreets, 
are  ferenaded  in  the  fame  manner 
every  Chrikmas  morning.  On 
my  enquiring  into  the  meaning  of 
that  ceremony,  I  was  told  the 
above-mentioned  circumkance  of 
her  charasker,  which,  though  you 
may  have  always  thought  highly 
probable,  perhaps  you  never  be¬ 
fore  knew  for  certain.  My  in¬ 
former  was  a  pilgrim,  who  kood 
likening  with  great  devotion  to 
the  pipers.  He  told  me,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  Virgin’s  take 

was 
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was  too  refined  to  have  much  fatis- 
fa&ion  in  the  performance  of  thofe 
poor  Calabrians,  which  was  chiefly 
intended  for  the  Infant ;  and  he 
defired  me  to  remark,  that  the 
tunes  were  plain,  fimple,  and  fuch 
as  might  naturally  be  fuppofed 
agreeable  to  the  ear  of  a  child  of 
his  time  of  life. 


Of  Naples,  and  the  Manners  of  its 
Inhabitants *  From  the  fame'. 

NAPLES  was  founded  by  the 
Greeks.  The  charming  fi- 
tuation  they  have  chofen,  is  one 
proof  among  thoufands,  of  the 
fine  take  of  that  ingenious  people. 

The  bay  is  about  thirty  miles  in 
circumference,  and  twelve  in  dia¬ 
meter  ;  it  has  been  named  crater , 
from  its  fuppofed  refemblance  to  a 
bowl.  This  bowl  is  ornarpented 
with  the  mod  beautiful  foliage, 
with  vines,  with  olive,  mulberry, 
and  orange  trees;  with  hills,  dales, 
towns,  villas,  and  villages. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  bay  of  Na¬ 
ples,  the  town  is  built  in  the  form 
cf  a  vaft  amphitheatre,  Hoping 
from  the  hills  towards  the  fea. 

If,  from  the  town,  you  turn 
your  eyes  to  the  ead,  you  fee  the 
rich  plains  leading  to  mount  Ve- 
luvius,  and  Portici,  If  you  look  to 
the  wed,  you  have  the  grotto  of 
Paulilippo,  the  mountain  on  which 
TirgiPs  tomb  is  placed,  and  the 
fields  leading  to  Puzzoli  and  the 
coaft  of  Baia.  On  the  north,  are 
the  fertile  hills,  gradually  riling 
from  the  fhore  to  the  Campagna 
Felice.  On  the  fouth,  is  the  bay, 
confined  by  the  two  promontories 
of  Mifenum  and  Minerva,  the 
yiew  being  terminated  by  the 
ifiands,  Fredda,  Ifcliia,  and  Ca- 


prea ;  and  as  you  afcend  to  the 
cadle  of  St.  Elmo,  you  have  all 
thefe  obje-fls  under  your  eye  at 
once,  with  the  addition  of  a  great 
part  of  the  Campagna. 

Independent  of  its  happy  fitua- 
tion,  Naples  is  a  very  beautiful 
city.  The  dyle  of  architecture, 
it  mud  be  confeded,  is  inferior  to 
what  prevails  at  Rome  ;  but  tho* 
Naples  cannot  vie  with  that  city 
in  the  number  of  palaces,  or  in 
the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of 
the  churches,  the  private  houfes 
in  general  are  better  built,  and 
are  more  uniformly  convenient; 
the  dreets  are  broader  and  better 
paved.  No  dreet  in  Rome  equals 
in  beauty  the  Strada  di  Toledo  at 
Naples;  and  dill  lefs  can  any  of 
them  be  compared  with  thofe  beau¬ 
tiful  dreets  which  are  open  to  the 
bay.  This  is  the  native  country 
of  the  zephyrs  ;  here  the  excef- 
iive  heat  of  the,  fun  is  often  tem¬ 
pered  with  fea  breezes,  and  with 
gales,  wafting  the  perfumes  of  the 
Campagna  Felice. 

The  houfes,  in  general,  are  five 
or  fix  dories  in  height,  and  flat,  at 
the  top;  on  which  are  placed, 
numbers  of  dower  vafes  or  fruit 
trees,  in  boxes  of  earth,  producing 
a  very  gay  and  agreeable  effeCL 

The  fortrefs  of  St.  Elmo  is  built 
on  a  mountain  of  the  fame  name. 
The  garrifon  ftationed  here,  have 
the  entire  command  of  the  town, 
and  could  lay  it  in  afhes  at  plea- 
fure.  A  little  lower,  on  the  fame 
mountain,  is  a  convent  of  Car- 
thufians.  The  lunation  of  this 
convent  is  as  advantageous  and 
beautiful  as  can  be  imagined  ; 
and  much  expence  has  been  la- 
vifhed  to  render  the  building,  the 
apartments,  and  the  gardens,  equal 
to  the  fituatipn. 

Though 
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Though  Naples  is  admirably 
fituated  for  commerce,  and  no 
kingdom  produces  the  neceflaries 
and  luxuries  of  life  in  greater  pro- 
fufion,  yet  trade  is  but  in  a  lan- 
guifhing  condition  ;  the  beft  filks 
come  from  Lyons,  and  the  bell 
woollen  goods  from  England. 

The  chief  articles  manufa&ured 
here,  at  prefen t,  are,  filk  dock¬ 
ings,  foap,  fnuff-boxes,  or  tortoife 
ill  ells  ;  and  the  lava  of  Mount  Ve- 
fuvius,  tables,  and  ornamental  fur¬ 
niture,  of  marble. 

They  are  thought  to  embroider 
here  better  than  even  in  France; 
and  their  macaroni  is  preferred  to 
that  made  in  any  other  part  of 
Italy.  The  Neapolitans  excel  alfo 
in  liqueurs  and  confections;  parti¬ 
cularly  in  one  kind  of  confedlion, 
which  is  fold  at  a  very  high  price, 
called  Diabdonis.  This  drug,  as 
you  will  guefs  from  its  name,  is 
of  a  very  hot  and  ilimulating  na¬ 
ture,  and  what  I  fhould  think  by 
no  means  requifite  to  Neapolitan 
conflitutions. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town 
are  computed  at  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thoufand.  [  make  no  doubt 
of  their  amounting  to  that  num¬ 
ber  ;  for  though  Naples  is  not  one 
third  of  the  fize  of  London,  yet 
many  of  the  flreets  here  are  more 
crowded  than  the  Strand.  In 
London  and  Paris,  the  people  who 
fill  the  flreets  are  mere  paffengers, 
hurrying  from  place  to  place  on 
bufinefs ;  and  when  they  choofe 
to  converfe,  or  to  amufe  them- 
felves,  they  refort  to  the  public 
walks  or  gardens :  at  Naples  the 
citizens  have  fewer  avocations  of 
bufinefs  to  excite  their  adlivity ; 
no  public  walks,  or  gardens,  to 
which  they  can  refort ;  and  are, 
ihcrefore,  more  frequently  feen 
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fauntering  and  convening  in  the 
flreets,  where  a  great  proportion 
of  the  poorefl  fort,  for  want  of 
habitations,  are  obliged  to  fpend 
the  night  as  well  as  the  day. 
While  you  fit  in  your  chamber  at 
London,  or  at  Paris,  the  ufual 
noife  you  hear  from  the  flreets,  is 
that  of  carriages  ;  but  at  Naples, 
where  they  talk  with  uncommon 
vivacity,  and  where  whole  flreets 
full  of  talkers  are  in  continual 
employment,  the  noife  of  carriages 
is  completely  drowned  in  the  ag¬ 
gregated  clack  of  human  voices.. 
In  the  midfl  of  all  this  idlenefs, 
fewer  riots  or  outrages  of  any  kind 
happen,  than  might  be  expedted 
in  a  town  where  the  police  is  far 
from  being  fir  id,  and  where  fuch. 
multitudes  of  poor  unemployed 
people  meet  together  every  day. 
This  partly  proceeds  from  the 
national  character  of  the  Italians ; 
which,  in  my  opinion,  is  quiet, 
fubmiffive,  and  averfe  to  riot  or 
fedition  ;  and  partly  to  the  com¬ 
mon  people  being  univerfally  fo- 
ber,  and  never  inflamed  with 
flrong  and  fpirituous  liquors,  as 
they  are  in  the  northern  countries. 
Iced  water  and  lemonade  are 
among  the  luxuries  of  the  lowefi: 
vulgar;  they  are  carried  about  in 
little  barrels,  and  fold  in  half¬ 
penny’s  worth.  The  half  naked 
lazzarone  is  often  tempted  to  fpend 
the  fmall  pittance  deflined  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  family,  on  this 
bewitching  beverage,  as  the  mod: 
diffolute  of  the  low  people  in  Lon¬ 
don  fpend  their  wages  on  gin  and 
brandy;  fo  that  the  fame  extrava¬ 
gance  which  cools  the  mob  of  the  . 
one  city,  tends  to  inflame  that  of 
the  other  to  ads  of  excefs  and  bru¬ 
tality. 

There 
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There  is  not,  perhaps,  a  city  in 
the  world,  with  the  fame  number 
of  inhabitants,  in  which  fo  few 
contribute  to  the  wealth  of  the 
Community  by  ufeful,  or  by  pro- 
dudlive  labour,  as  Naples ;  but 
the  numbers  of  priefts,  monks, 
iiddlers,  lawyers,  nobility,  foot¬ 
men,  and  laZzaronis,  furpafs  all 
reafonable  proportion;  the  lail 
alone  are  computed  at  thirty  or 
forty  thoufand.  If  thefe  poor  fel¬ 
lows  are  idle,  it  is  not  their  own 
fault;  they  are  continually  run¬ 
ning  about  the  ftreets,  as  we  are 
told  of  the  artificers  of  China, 
offering  their  fervice,  and  beggino- 
for  employment;  and  are  con- 
fidered,  by  many,  as  of  more  real 
utility  than  any  of  the  claffes  above 
mentioned. 

The  Neapolitan  nobility  are 
exceffively  fond  of  fplendour  and 
fhow.  This  appears  in  the  bril¬ 
liancy  of  their  equipages,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  their  attendants,  the  richnefs 
of  their  drefs,  a#d  the  grandeur  of 
their  titles. 

I  am  allured,  that  the  king  of 
Naples  counts  a  hundred  perfons 
with  the  title  of  prince,  and  Hill  a 
greater  number  with  that  of  duke, 
among  his  fubje&s.  Six  or  feven 
of  thefe  have  eftates,  which  pro¬ 
duce  from  ten  to  twelve  or  thirteen 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  ;  a  confi- 
derable  number  have  fortunes  of 
about  half  that  value;  and  the 
annual  revenue  of  many  is  not 
above  one  or  two  thoufand  pounds. 

With  refpebt  to  the  inferior  orders 
of  nobility,  they  are  much  poorer; 
many  counts  and  marquilfes  have 
not  above  three  or  four  hundred 
pounds  a  year  of  paternal  eftate, 
many  hill  lefs,  and  not  a  few  enjoy 
the  title  without  any  eftate  what¬ 
ever. 
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When  we  confiderthe  magni¬ 
ficence  of  their  entertainments, 
the  fplendour  of  their  equipages, 
and  the  number  of  their  fervants, 
we  are  furprifed  that  the  riche  it  of 
them  can  fupport  fuch  expenfive 
eftablilhments.  I  dined,  foon  after 
our  arrival,  at  the  prince  of  Franca 
Villa’s  ;  th  ere  were  about  forty 
people  at  table ;  it  vras  meagre 
day ;  the  dinner  con  lifted  entirely 
of  fifh  and  vegetables,  and  was 
the  moft  magnificent  entertainment 
I  ever  favv,  comprehending  an 
infinite  variety  of  difhes,  a  vaft 
profufion  of  fruit,  and  the  wines  of' 
every  country  in  Europe.  I  dined 
fmce  at  the  prince  Iacci’s.  I  (hall 
mention  two  circumftances,  from 
which  you  may  form  an  idea  of  the 
grandeur  of  an  Italian  palace,  and 
the  number  of  domeliics  which 
fome  of  the  nobility  retain.  We 
palled  through  twelve  or  thirteen 
large  rooms  before  we  arrived  at 
the  dining-room  ;  there  were  thir¬ 
ty-fix  perfons  at  table,  none  ferved 
but  the  prince’s  domeliics,  and 
each  gueft  had  a  footman  behind 
his  chair;  other  domeliics  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  prince  remained  in  the 
adjacent  rooms,  and  in  the  hall. 
We  afterwards  palled  through  a 
confiderable  number  of  other  rooms 
in  our  way  to  one  from  which 
th  ere  is  a  very  commanding  view. 

No  eftate  in  England  could  fup¬ 
port  luch  a  number  of  fervants, 
paid  and  fed  as  Englilh  fervants 
are  ;  but  here  the  wages  are  very 
moderate  indeed,  and  the  greater 
number  of  men  fervants,  belonging, 
to  the  firft  families,  give  their  at¬ 
tendance  through  the  day  only, 
and  find  beds  and  provifions  for 
themfelves.  It  mull  be  re  mem-* 
bered,  alfo,  that  few  of  the  nobles 
give  entertainments,  and  thofe, 

who 
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who  do  not,  are  faid  to  live  very 
fparingfy  ;  To  that  the  whole  of 
their  revenue,  whatever  that  may 
be,  is  exhaufied  on  articles  of 
fhow. 

As  there  is  no  opera  at  p-efent, 
the  people  of  fafhion  generally  pafs 
part  of  the  evening  at  the  corfo, 
on  the  fea-  fhore.  This  is  the  great 
fcene  of  Neapolitan  fplendour  and 
parade  ;  and,  on  grand  occasions, 
the  magnificence  difplayed  here 
wi  11  fir  ike  a  firanger  very  much. 
The  fineft  carriages  are  painted, 
gilt,  varnifited,  and  lined,  in  a 
richer  and  more  beautiful  manner, 
than  has  as  yet  become  fafhionable 
either  in  England  or  France  ;  they 
are  often  drawn  by  fix,  and  fome- 
times  by  eight  horfes. 

It  is  the  mode  here,  to  have 
two  running  footmen,  very  gaily 
dreffed,  before  the  carriage,  and 
three  or  four  fervants  in  rich  live¬ 
ries  behind  thefe  attendants  are 
generally  the  hanafomeft  young 
men  that  can  be  procured.  The 
ladies  or  gentlemen  within  the 
coaches,  glitter  in  all  the  bril¬ 
liancy  of  lace,  embroidery,  and 
jewels.  The  Neapolitan  carriages, 
for  gala  days,  are  made  on  pur- 
pofe,  with  very  large  windows, 
that  the  fpedtators  may  enjoy  a 
full  view  of  the  parties  within. 
Nothing  can  be  more  fhowy  than 
the  harnefs  of  the  horfes;  their 
heads  and  manes  are  ornamented 
with  the  rareft  plumage,  and  their 
tails  fet  off  with  ribband  and  arti¬ 
ficial  flowers,  in  fuch  a  graceful 
manner  that  you  are  apt  to  think 
they  have  been  adorned  by  the 
fame  hands  that  drefled  the  heads 
Of  the  ladies,  and  not  by  common 
grooms. 

His  Neapolitan  majefly  feems  to 
be  abQut  the  age  of  fix  or  feven* 
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and-twentv.  He  is  a  pnnee  T 
great  .idlivity  of  body,  and  a  good 
conft  tution  ;  he  indulges  in  :■ 
quern  relaxations  from  he  cm  s  of 
government  and  the  fa  gue  of 
thinking,  by  hunting  and  other 
exerAfes  ;  and  (which  ought-  to 
give  a  high  idea  of  his  natural 
talents)  he  never  fails  to  acquire 
a  very  confiderable  degree  of  per¬ 
fection  in  thofe  things  to  which  he 
applies.  He  is  very  fond,  like 
the  king  of  Pruflia,  of  reviewing 
his  troops,  and  is  perfectly  mafter 
of  the  whole  my  fiery  of  the  manual 
exercife.  I  have  had  the  honour, 
oftener  than  once,  of  feeing  him 
exercife  the  different  regiments 
which  form  the  garrifon  here:  he 
always  gave  the  word  of  command 
with  his  own  royal  mouth,  and 
with  a  precifion  which  feemed  to 
aftonifh  the  whole  court.  This 
monarch  is  alfo  a  very  excellent 
fhot ;  his  uncommon  fuccefs  at 
this  diverfion  is  thought  to  have 
roufed  the  jealoufy  of  his  moft 
catholic  majefiy,  who  alfo  values 
himfelf  on  his  fkill  as  a  markfman. 
The  correfpondence  between  thofe 
two  great  perfonages  often  relates 
to  their  favourite  amufement. — A 
gentleman,  who  came  lately  from 
Madrid,  toid  me,  that  the  king, 
on  feme  occafion,  had  read  a  letter 
which  he  had  jufi  received  from 
his  fon  at  Naples,  wherein  he  com¬ 
plained  of  his  bad  fuccefs  on  a 
fhooting  party,  having  killed  no 
more  than  eighty  birds  in  a  day  : 
and  the  Spanifh  monarch,  turning 
to  his  courtiers,  faid,  in  a  plaintive 
tone  of  voice,  Mio  filio  piange 
“  di  non  aver’  fatto  piu  di  ottante 
te  beccacie  in  nno  giorno,  quando 
“  mi  crederei  l’uomo  il  piu  felice 
“  del  mondo  fe  potefle  fare  qua- 
“  xanta,”  All  who  take  a  be¬ 
coming 
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coming  (hare  in  the  afflictions  of  a 
royal  bofom,  will  no  doubt  join 
with  me,  in  wishing  better  fuccefs 
to  this  good  monarch,  for  the 
future.  Fortunate  would  it  be 
for  mankind,  if  the  happinefs  of 
their  princes  could  be  purchafed  at 
fo  eafy  a  rate  !  and  thrice  fortunate 
for  the  generous  people  of  Spain, 
if  the  family  connexions  of  their 
monarch,  often  at  variance  with 
the  real  intereft  of  that  country. 
Should  never  feduce  him  into  a 
more  ruinous  war,  than  that  which 
he  now  wages  again  ft  the  beads  of 
the  field,  and  the  birds  of  the  air. 
His  Neapolitan  majefty,  as  I  am 
informed,  poffeffes  many  other  ac- 
compliftunents  ;  I  particularife 
thole  only  to  which  I  have  myfelf 
been  a  witnefs.  No  king  in  Eu¬ 
rope  is  fuppofed  to  underhand  the 
game  of  billiards  better.  I  had 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  him  (trike 
the  mod  brilliant  ftroke  that  per¬ 
haps  ever  was  (truck  by  a  crowned 
head.  The  ball  of  his  antagonift 
was  near  one  of  the  middle  pockets, 
and  his  own  in  fuch  a  (ituation, 
that  it  was  abfolutely  neceftary  to 
make  it  rebound  from  two  different 
parts  of  the  cuShion,  before  it 
could  pocket  the  other.  A  perfon 
of  lefs  enterprife  would  have  been 
contented  with  placing  himfelf  in 
a  fafe  fituation,  at  a  fmall  lofs, 
and  never  have  rifqued  any  offen- 
five  attempt  againft  the  enemy; 
but  the  difficulty  and  danger,  in¬ 
stead  of  intimidating,  feemed  ra¬ 
ther  to  animate  the  ambition  of 
this  Prince.  He  fummoned  all 
his  addrefs  ;  he  eftimated,  with  a 
mathematical  eye,  the  angles  at 
which  the  ball  mud  fly  off ;  and 
he  ftruck  it  with  an  undaunted 
mind  and  a  fteady  hand.  It  re¬ 
bounded  obliquely,  from  the  op¬ 


posite  fide-cu(hion,  to  that  at  tlie 
end  ;  from  which  it  moved  in  a 
direCt  line  towards  the  middle 
pocket,  which  feemed  to  (land  in 
gaping  expectation  to  receive  it. 
The  hearts  of  the  fpeCiators  beat 
thick  as  it  rolled  along  ;  and  they 
(hewed,  by  the  contortions  of  their 
faces  and  perfons,  how  much  they 
feared  that  it  Should  move  one 
hair-breadth  in  a  wrong  direction. 
— I  mud  here  interrupt  this  im¬ 
portant  narrative,  to  obferve,  that, 
when  I  talk  of  contoi.ions,  if  you 
form  your  idea  from  any  thing  of 
that  kind  which  you  may  have  feen 
around  an  English  billiard- table  or 
bowling-green,  you  can  have  no 
juft  notion  of  thofe  which  were 
exhibited  on  this  occaflon :  your 
imagination  mud  triple  the  force 
and  energy  of  every  EngliSh  gri¬ 
mace,  before  it  can  do  juftice  to 
the  nervous  twift  of  an  Italian 
countenance. — At  length  the  royal 
ball  reached  that  of  the  enemy, 
and  with  a  Angle  blow  drove  it  off 
the  plain.  An  univerfal  Shout  of 
joy,  triumph,  and  applaufe,  burft 
from  the  beholders ;  but, 

O  thoughtlefs  mortals,  ever  blind  to  fate. 
Too  foon  dejedted,  and  too  foon  elate  ! 

the  viClorous  ball,  purfuing  the 
enemy  too  far,  (hared  the  fame 
fate,  and  was  buried  in  the  fame 
grave,  with  the  vanquiftied.  This 
fatal  and  unforefeen  event  feemed 
to  make  a  deep  impreffion  on  the 
minds  of  all  who  were  witneffes  to 
it ;  and  will  no  doubt  be  recorded 
in  the  annals  of  the  prefent  reign, 
and  quoted  by  future  poets  and 
historians,  as  a  ftriking  inftance  of 
the  in  (lability  of  fubl  unary  fe¬ 
licity.  In  domeftic  life,  this 
Prince  is  generally  allowed  to  be 
an  eafy  mafter,  a  good-natured 
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kvifband,  a  dutiful  fon,  and  an 
indulgent  father. 

The  queen  of  Naples  is  a  beau¬ 
tiful  woman,  and  fee  ms  to  pofTefs 
the  affability,  good-humour,  and 
benevolence,  which  diftinguifh,  in 
fuch  an  amiable  manner,  the 
Auftrian  family. 

The  hereditary  jurifdidion  of 
the  nobles  over  their  vaffals  fubfifts, 
both  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples  and 
Sicily,  in  the  full  rigour  of  the 
feudal  government.  The  peafants 
therefore  are  poor;  and  it. depends 
entirely  o»h  ,  the  perfoual  character 
of  the  m afters.,  whether  their  po¬ 
verty  is  not  the  lead;  of  their 
grievances. 

The  court  of  Naples  has  not 
yet  ventured,  by  one  open  ad  of 
authority,  to  abolilh  the  immo¬ 
derate  power  of  the  lords  over  their 
tenants.  But  it  is  believed  that 
the  minifter  fecretly  wifhes  for  its 
dellrudion  ;  and  in  cafes  of  fla¬ 
grant  oppreffion,  when  complaints 
are  brought  before  the  legal  courts, 
or  dirediy  to  the  king  himfelf,  by 
the  peafants  againft  their  lord,  it 
is  generally  remarked  that  the  mi¬ 
nifter  favours  the  complainant. 
Notwithftanding  this,  the  mailers 
have  fo  many  opportunities  of  op- 
prefiing,  and  fuch  various  methods 
of  teazing,  their  vaflals,  that  they 
generally  chufe  to  bear  their 
wrongs  in  filence  ;  and  perceiving 
that  thofe  who  hold  their  lands 
immediately  from  the  crown,  are 
in  a  much  eafier  fltuation  than 
themfelves,  without  raifing  their 
hopes  to  perfed  freedom,  the 
height  of  their  wifhes  is  to  be. 
Sheltered  from  the  vexations  of 
little  tyrants,  under  the  unlimited 
power  of  one  common  mailer. 
The  objeds  of  royal  attention, 
they  fondly  imagine,  are  too  fub- 
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lime,  and  the  minds  of  kings  too 
generous,  to  Hoop  to,  or  even  tc? 
countenance,  in  their  fervants,  the 
minute  and  unreasonable  exertions* 
which  are  vvrun’g  at  prdfent  from 
the  hard  hands  of  the  exhaufted 
labourer. 

Though  the  Neapolitan  nobility 
ftill  retain  the  ancient  feudal  au¬ 
thority  over  che-peafants,  yet  their 
perfoual  importance  depends,  in  a 
great  meafure,  on  the  favour  of 
the  king;  who,  under  pretext  of 
any  offence,  can  confine  them  to 
their  own  ellates,  or  imprifon  them 
at  pleafure  ;  and  who,  without 
any  alledged'  offence,  and  without 
going  to  fuch  extremes,  can  inflid 
a  punifhment,  highly  fenfibie  to 
them,  by  not  inviting  them  to  the 
amufements  of  the  court,  or  not 
receiving  them  with  fmiles  when 
they  attend  on  any  ordinary  oc- 
cafiom  Unlefs  this  prince  were  fo 
very  impolitic  as  to  difguft  all  the 
nobility  at  once,  and  fo  unite  the 
whole  body  againft  him,  he  has 
little  to  fear  from  their  refentment. 
Even  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  union,  as 
the  nobles  have  loft  the  affedion 
and  attachment  of  their  peafants, 
what  could  they  do  in  oppofition  to 
a  Handing  army  of  thirty  thoufand 
men,  entirely  devoted  to  the 
crown  ?  The  fcftablilhment  of 
Handing  armies  has  univerfally 
given  liability  to  the  power  of  the 
prince,  and  ruined  that  of  the 
great  lords<  No  nobility  in  Eu¬ 
rope  can  now  be  faid  to  inherit 
political  importance,  or  to  a£l  in¬ 
dependent  of,  or  in  oppofition  to, 
the  influence  of  the  crown  ;  except 
the  temporal  peers  of  that  part  of 
Great  Britain  called  England. 

The  citizens  of  Naples  form  a 
fociety  of  their  own,  perfedly 
diftind  from  the  Mobility ;  and 
C  although 
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slthough  they  are  not  the  moft 
induftrious  people  in  the  world, 
yet,  having  fome  degree  of  occu¬ 
pation,  and  their  time  being  di¬ 
vided  between  bufinefs  and  plea¬ 
sure,  they  probably  have  more 
enjoyment  than  thofe,  who,  with¬ 
out  internal  refources,  or  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  aCtive  exertion,  pafs 
their  lives  in  fenfual  gratifications, 
and  in  waiting  the  returns  of  ap¬ 
petite  around  a  gaming  table.  In 
the  moil  refpeCtable  clafs  of  citi¬ 
zens,  are  comprehended  the  law¬ 
yers,  of  whom  there  are  an  incre¬ 
dible  number  in  this  town.  The 
moil  eminent  of  this  profeffion 
hold,  indeed,  a  kind  of  inter¬ 
mediate  rank  between  the  nobility 
and  citizens ;  the  reft  are  on  a 
level  with  the  phyficians,  the 
principal  merchants,  and  the  ar- 
tifts ;  none  of  whom  can  make 
great  fortunes,  however  induftrious 
they  may  be ;  but  a  moderate  in¬ 
come  enables  them  to  fupport  their 
rank  in  fociety,  and  to  enjoy  all 
the  conveniences,  and  many  of  the 
luxuries,  of  life. 

England  is  perhaps  the  only 
nation  in  Europe  where  fome  indi¬ 
viduals,  of  every  profeffion,  even 
of  the  loweft,  find  it  pouible  to 
accumulate  great  fortunes;  the 
effcdl  of  this  very  frequently  is, 
that  the  fon  defpifes  the  profeffion 
of  the  father,  commences  gentle¬ 
man,  and  diftipates,  in  a  few  years, 
what  coft  a  life  to  gather.  In  the 
principal  cities  of  Germany  and 
Italy,  we  find,  that  the  anceftors 
of  many  of  thofe  citizens  who  are 
the  moft  eminent  in  their  particular 
bufmeffies,  have  tran knitted  the 
an  to  them  through  feveral  gene¬ 
rations.  It  is  natural  to  imagine, 
that  this  will  t;end  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  art,  or  fciehee.  or  pro- 
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feffion,  as  well  as  the  family  for¬ 
tune  ;  and  that  the  third  eene- 
ration  will  acquire  knowledge  from 
the  experience,  as  well  as  wealth 
from  the  induftry,  of  the  former 
two;  whereas,  in  the  cafes  alluded 
to  above,  the  wheel  of  fortune 
moves  differently.  A  man,  by 
affiduity  in  a  particular  bufinefs, 
and  by  genius,  acquires  a  great 
fortune  and  a  high  reputation  ;  the 
fon  throws  away  the  fortune,  and 
ruins  his  own  character  by  extra¬ 
vagance  ;  and  the  gran  a  fon  is- 
obliged  to  recommence  the  bu- 
fine/s,  unaided  by  the  wealth  of 
experience  of  his  anceftors.  This, 
however,  is  pointing  out  an  evil 
which  I  fhoula  be  lorry  to  fee  re¬ 
medied  ;  becaufe  it  certainly  ori¬ 
ginates  in  the  riches  and  profperity 
of  the  country  in  which  it  exifts. 

The  number  of  priefts,  monks, 
and  eccleftaftics  of  all  the  various 
orders  that  fwarm  in  this  city,  is 
prodigious ;  and  the  provifion  ap¬ 
propriated  for  their  ufe,  is  as  am¬ 
ple.  I  am  affiured,  that  the  clergy 
are  in  poffeffion  of  confiderably 
above  one-third  of  the  revenue  of 
the  whole  kingdom,  over  and  above 
what  fome  particular  orders  among 
them  acquire  by  begging  for  the 
ufe  of  their  convents,  and  what  is 
gotten  in  legacies  by  the  add  refs 
and  affiduity  of  the  whole.  The 
unproductive  wealth,  which  is 
lodged  in  the  churches  and  con¬ 
vents  of  this  city,  amounts  alfo  to 
an  amazing  value.  Not  to  be 
compared  in  point  of  architecture 
to  the  churches  and  convents  of 
Rome,  thofe  of  Naples  furpafs 
them  in  riches,  in  the  value  of 
their  jewels,  and  in  the  quantity 
of  filver  and  golden  crucifixes, 
veffiels,  and  implements  of  various 
kinds.  This  wealth,,  whatever  it 
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amounts  to,  is  of  as  little  ufe  to 
the  kingdom,  as  if  it  ftill  remained 
in  the  mines  of  Peiu;  and  the 
greater  part  of  it.  furely,  affords 
as  little  comfort  to  the  clergy  and 
monks  as  to  any  other  part  of  the 
community;  for  though  it  belongs 
to  their  church,  or  their  convenr, 
yet  it  can  no  more  be  converted  to 
the  ufe  of  the  priells  and  monks  of 
fuch  churches  and  convents,  than 
to  the  tradefman  who  inhabit  the 
adjacent  ftreets.  For  this  reafon  I 
am  a  good  deal  furprifed,  that  no 
pretext,  or  fubterfuge,  has  been 
found,  no  expedient  fallen  on,  no 
treaty  or  convention  made,  for  ap¬ 
propriating  part  of  this  at  lead,  to 
the  ufe  of  lome  fet  of  people  or 
other.  If  the  clergy  were  to  lay 
their  hands  on  it,  this  might  be 
found  fault  with  by  the  king;  if 
his  majeffv  dreamt  of  taking  any 
part  of  it  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  ftate,  the  clergy  would  un¬ 
doubtedly  raife  a  clamour;  and  if 
both  united,  the  Pope  would  think 
he  had  a  right  to  pronounce  his 
vote  :  but  if  all  thefe  three  powers 
could  come  to  an  underllanding, 
and  fettle  their  proportions,  I  am 
apt  to  think  a  partition  might  be 
made  as  quietly  as  that  of  Po¬ 
land. 

Whatever  fcruples  the  Neapo- 
litan  clergy  may  have  to  fuch  a 
projedt,  they  certainly  have  none 
to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their 
revenues.  No  clafs  of  men  can  be 
lefs  difpofed  to  offend  Providence 
by  a  peevifh  negledl  of  the  good 
things  which  the  bounty  of  heaven 
has  bellowed.  Self-denial  is  a 
virtue,  which  I  will  not  fay  they 
poffefs  in  a  fmaller  degree,  but 
which,  I  am  fure,  they  affedt  lefs 
than  any  other  ecclefiaftics  1  know; 
they  live  very  much  in  fociety. 
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both  with  the  nobles  and  citizens. 
All  of  th  em,  the  monks  not  ex¬ 
cepted,  attend  the  theatre,  and 
feem  to  join  moll  cordially  in  other 
diverfions  and  amufenients  ;  the 
common  people  are  no  ways 
offended  at  this,  or  imagine  that 
they  ought  to  live  in  a  more  reclufe 
manner,  I  am  informed,  that  a 
very  confiderable  diminution  in 
the  number  of  monks  has  taken 
place  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples 
ffnce  the  fuppreflion  of  the  Jefuits, 
and  ffnce  a  liberty  cf  quitting  the 
cowl  was  granted  by  the  late  Pope  ; 
but  Hill  there  is  no  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain  of  a  deficiency  in  this  order 
of  men.  The  richeft  and  molt 
commodious  convents  in  Europe, 
both  for  male  and  female  votaries, 
are  in  this  city  ;  the  molt  fertile 
and  beautiful  hills  of  the  environs 
are  covered  with  them  ;  a  fmall 
part  of  their  revenue  is  fpent  in. 
feeding  the  poor,  fhe  monks  diftri- 
bating  bread  and  foup  to  a  certain 
number  every  day  before  the  doors 
of  the  convents.  Some  of  the 
friars  ftudy  phyfic  and  furgery,  and 
pradiife  thele  arcs  with  great  ap- 
plaufe.  Each  convent  has  an 
apothecary’s  fhop  belonging  to  it, 
where  medicines  are  delivered 
gracis  to  the  poor,  and  fold  to 
thole  who  can  afford  to  pay.  On 
all  thefe  accounts  the  monks  in 
general  are  greater  favourites  with 
the  common  people  than  even  the 
fecular  clergy. 

The  lazzaroni,  or  black-guards, 
as  has  been  already  obferved,  form 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Naples;  and  have,  on 
fome  well-knowm  occafions,  had 
the  government  for  a  fhort  time  in 
their  own  hands.  They  are  com¬ 
puted  at  above  thirty  thoufand  ; 
the  greater  part  of  them  have  no 
C  z  dwelling- 
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dwelling- notifies,  but  fleep  every 
night  under  porticos,  piazzas,  or 
any  kind  of  fhelter  they  can  find. 
Thofie  of  them  who  have  wives  and 
children,  live  in  the  fuburbs  of 
Naples  near  Paufilippo,  in  huts, 
or  in  caverns  or  chambers  dug  out 
of  that  mountain.  Some  gain  a 
livelihood  by  fi filing,  others  by 
carrying  burdens  to  and  from  the 
fhipping  ;  many  walk  about  the 
ilreets  ready  to  run  on  errands,  or 
to  perform  any  labour  in  their 
power  for  a  very  fmall  re  corn  pence. 
As  they  do  not  meet  with  conftant 
employment,  their  wages  are  not 
deficient  for  their  maintenance  ; 
the  foup  and  bread  diftributed  at 
the  door  of  the  convents  fupply  the 
deficiency.  The  lazzaroni  are  ge¬ 
nerally  reprefented  as  a  lazy,  li¬ 
centious,  and  turbulent  fet  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  what  I  have  obferved  gives 
me  a  very  different  idea  of  their 
charader.  Their  idlenefs  is  evi¬ 
dently  the  effed  of  necefiity,  not 
of  choice  ;  they  are  always  ready 
to  perform  any  work,  however 
laborious,  for  a  very  reafonable 
gratification.  It  muit  proceed  from 
the  fault  of  government,  when 
fuch  a  number  of  flout  adive  citi¬ 
zens  remain  unemployed;  and  fo 
far  are  they  from  being  licentious 
and  turbulent,  that  I  cannot  help 
thinking  they  are  by  much  too 
tame  and  fubmiffive.  Though  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Italian  cities 
were  the  firfl  who  fiiook  off'  the 
feudal  yoke,  and  though  in  Naples 
they  have  long  enjoyed  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  municipal  j urifdidion, 
yet  the  external  fpleudour  of  the 
nobles,  and  the  authority  they  flail 
exercife  over  the  peafants,  impofe 
upon  the  minds  of  the  lazzaroni ; 
and  however  bold  and  refentful 
they  may  be  of  injuries  offered  by 
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others,  they  bear  the  infolence  of 
the  nobility  as  paffively  as  peafants 
fixed  to  the  foil.  A  coxcomb  of  a 
volaBti  tricked  out  in  his  faniaiiical 
drefs,  or  any  of  the  liveried  flaws 
of  the  great,  make  no  ceremony 
of  treating  thefe  poor  fellows  with 
all  the  infolence  and  infenfibilhy 
natural  to  their  maflers ;  and  for 
no  vifible  reafon,  but  becaufe  he  is 
dreffed  in  lace,  and  the  others  in 
rags.  Inftead  of  callingto  them  to 
make  Way,  when  the  noife  in  the 
ftreets  prevents  the  common  people 
from  hearing  the  approach  of  the 
carriage,  a  liroke  acrofs  the  fhoul- 
ders  with  the  cane  of  the  running 
footman,  is  the  ufual  warning  they 
receive.  Nothing  animates  this 
people  to  infurredion,  but  fome 
very  preffing  and  very  uni  verbal 
caufe  ;  fuch  as  a  icarcity  of  bread  : 
every  other  grievance  they  bear  as 
if  it  were  their  charter.  When  we 
confider  thirty  thousand  human 
creatures  without  beds  or  ha¬ 
bitations,  wandering  almofl  naked- 
in  fearch  of  food  through  the 
ffreets  of  a  well  built  city  ;  when 
we  think  of  the  opportunities  thyy 
have  of  being  together,  of  com¬ 
paring  their  own  deftitut-e  fituation 
with  the  affluence  of  others,  one 
cannot  help  being  aftonifhed  at 
their  patience. 

Let  the  prince  be  diflinguifhed 
by  fplendour  and  magnificence  ; 
let  the  great  and  the  rich  have 
their  luxuries  ;  but,  in  the  name 
of  humanity,  let  the  poor,  who 
are  willing  to  labour,  have  food  m 
abundance  to  fatisfy  the  cravings 
of  nature,  and  raiment  to  defend 
them  from  the  inclemencies  of  the 
weather  ! 

If  their  governors,  whether  from 
weaknefs  or  negled,  do  not  fupply 
them  with  thefe,  they  certainly 

have  * 
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have  a  right  to  help  themfelves. — 
Every  law  of  equity  and  common 
fenfe  will  juftify  them,  in  revolting 
apainft  inch  governors,  and  in  fa- 
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risfying  their  own  wants  from  the 
Superfluities  of  lazy  luxury. 


Of  the  poetical  Rchearfers  and  1m- 
proti'-vifatori. 

f\  S  I  Sauntered  along  the  Strada 
Jf\_  Nu'ova  lately,  1  perceived  a 
grcupe  of  people  likening,  with 
much  attention,  to  a  perfon  who 
harangued  them  in  a  railed,  So¬ 
lemn  voice,  and  with  great  geki- 
culation.  I  immediately  made  one 
of  the  auditory,  which  increafed 
every  moment  ;  men,  women,  and 
children  bringing  feats  from  the 
neighbouring  houfes,  on  which 
they  placed  themfelves  around  the 
orator.  He  repeated  kanzas  from 
Ariollo,  in  a  pompous,  recitativo 
cadence,  peculiar  to  the  natives  of 
Italy;  and  he  had  a  book  in  his 
hand,  to  aflifl  his  memory  when  it 
failed.  He  made  occaflonal  com¬ 
mentaries  in  profe,  by  way  of 
bringing  the  poet’s  expreflion 
nearer  to  the  level  of  his  hearers’ 
capacities.  His  cloak  hung  loofe 
from  one  Shoulder;  his  right  arm 
was  difengaged,  for  the  purpofes 
of  oratory.  Sometimes  he  waved 
it  with  a  flow,  fmooth  motion, 
which  accorded  with  the  cadence 
of  the  verSes ;  fometimes  he  prefl’ed 
it  to  his  break,  to  give  energy  to 
the  pathetic  Sentiments  of  the 
poet.  Now  he  gathered  the  hang¬ 
ing  folds  of  the  right  fide  of  his 
cloak,  and  held  them  gracefully 
up,  in  imitation  of  a  Roman  Se¬ 
nator;  and  anon  he  Swung  them 
acrofs  his  left  Shoulder,  like  a  ci¬ 
tizen  of  Naples.  Ele  humoured 


the  kanza  by  his  voice,  which  he 
could  modulate  to  the  key  of  any 
paflion,  from  the  boiflerous  burfts 
of  rage,  to  the  Soft  notes  of  pity  or 
love.  But,  when  he  came  to  de- 
fcribe  the  exploits  of  Orlando,  he 
trufled  neither  to  the  powers  of  his 
own  voice,  nor  the  poet’s  genius  ; 
but,  throwing  off  his  cloak,  and 
grafping  his  cane,  he  affumed  the 
warlike  attitude  and  flern  coun¬ 
tenance  of  that  hero  ;  reprefenting, 
by  the  moll  animated  adlion,  how 
he  drove  his  fpear  through  the 
bodies  of  fix  of  his  enemies  at 
once  ;  the  point  at  the  fame  time 
killing  a  feventh,  who  would  alfo 
have  remained  transfixed  with  his 
companions,  if  the  fpear  could 
have  held  more  than  fix  men  of  au 
ordinary  fize  upon  it  at  a  time. 

II  Cavalier  d’  Anglante  ove  pui  fpefle 
Vide  le  genti  e  l’arme,  abb  also  l’afla, 

Ed  uno  in  quella,  e  pofcia  un  altro  mefie 
E  un  altro,  e  un  altro,  che  fembrar  di  pafta, 
E  fino  a  lei  ve  n’infilzo,  e  li  reffie 
Tutti  una  lancia  ;  e  perche'  ella  nun  bafta 
A  piu  capir,  lalcio  il  fettimo  lucre 
Ferito  fi  che  di  quel  colpo  muore. 

This  llanza  our  declaimer  had  no 
occafion  to  comment  upon,  as 
Ariollo  has  thought  fit  to  illullrate 
it  in  a  manner  which  feemed 
highly  to  the  take  of  this  audience. 
For,  in  the  verfe  immediately  foR 
lowing,  Orlando  is  compared  to  a 
man  killing  frogs  in  marfhy  ground, 
with  a  bow  and  arrow  made  for  that 
purpofe  ;  an  amufement  very  com¬ 
mon  in  Italy,  and  Hill  more  fo  in 
•  * 

France. 

Non  ajtrimente  nell’  eftrema  arena 
Veggiam  le  rane  de’  canali  e  fofle 
Dai  cauto  arcier  ne  i  fianchi,  e  nella  fchiena 
L’una  vicina  all’  altera  elfer  percolTe, 

Ne  dalla  freccia,  fin  che  tutta  plena 
Non  fiada  up  capo  all'  altero  elfer  rimolle. 
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I  mud  however  do  this  audience 
the  judice  to  acknowledge,  that 
they  Teemed  to  Teel  the  pathetic 
and  fublfme,  as  well  as  the  ludi¬ 
crous,  parts  of  the  ancient  bard. 

This  practice  of  rehearling  the 
verfes  of  Ariodo,  Taffo,  and  other 
poets,  in  the  dreet,  I  have  not 
obferved  in  any  other  town  of 
Italy;  and  I  am  told  it  is  lefs 
common  here  than  it  was  formerly. 
I  remember  indeed,  at  Venice,  to 
have  frequently  Teen  mountebanks, 
who  gained  their  livelihood  by 
amufing  the  populace  at  St.  Mark’s 
Place,  with  wonderful  and  ro¬ 
mantic  dories  in  profe. — “  Liflen, 
<e  gentlemen,”  faid  one  of  them, 
let  me  crave  your  attention,  ye 
<c  beautiful  and  virtuous  ladies  ;  I 
<{  have  fomething  equally  affecting 
<(  and  wonderful  to  tell  you  ;  a 
**  ftrange  and  dupendous  adven- 
“  ture,  which  happened  to  a  gal- 
**  lane  knight.” — Perceiving  that 
this  did  not  fufficiently  intered  the 
hearers,  he  exalted  his  voice, 
calling  out  that  his  knight  was 
uno  Cavalliero  Cridiano.  The 
audience  feemed  dill  a  little 
fluctuating.  He  raided  his  voice  a 
note  higher,  telling  them  that  this 
chridian  knight  was  one  of  their 
own  victorious  countrymen,  “  un’ 
Eroe  Veneziano.”  This  fixed 
them  ;  and  he  proceeded  to  relate 
how  the  knight,  going  to  join  the 
chridian  army,  which  was  on  its 
march  to  recover  the  fepulchre  of 
Child  from  the  hands  of  the  in¬ 
fidels,  lod  his  way  in  a  vad  wood, 
and  wandered  at  length  to  a  cadle, 
in  which  a  lady  of  tranfeendenfc 
beauty  was  kept  prifoner  by  a 
gigantic  Saracen,  who,  having 
failed  in  all  his  endeavours  to  gain 
the  heart  of  this  peeriefs  daml'el, 
refolved  to  gratify  his  padioa  by 


force  ;  and  had  actually  begun  the 
horrid  attempt,  when  the  dirieks 
of  this  chade  maiden  reached  the 
ears  of  the  Venetian  hero;  who, 
ever  ready  to  relieve  virgins  in 
didrefs,  rufhed  into  the  apartment 
from  whence  the  cries  iffued.  The 
brutal  ravifher,  alarmed  at  the 
noife,  quits  the  druggling  lady, 
at  the  very  indant  when  her 
drength  began  to  fail  ;  draws  his 
flaming  fword ;  ’ana  a  dreadful 
combat  begins  between  him  and 
the  chridian  knight,  who  per¬ 
forms  miracles  of  courage  and  ad- 
drefs  in  redding  the  blows  of  this 
mighty  giant ;  till,  his  foot  unfor¬ 
tunately  flipping  in  the  blood 
which  flowed  on  the  pavement,  he 
fell  at  the  feet  of  the  Saracen  ; 
who,  immediately  feizing  the  ad¬ 
vantage  which  chance  gave  him, 
railed  his  fword  with  all  his  might, 

and - Here  the  orator’s  hat  flew 

to  the  ground,  open  to  receive  the 
contributions  of  the  lideners  ;  and 
he  continued  repeating,  “  raifed 
<f  his  fword  over  the  head  of  the 
((  chridian  knight”—* *  raifed  his 
“  bloody,  murderous  brand,  to 
“  dedroy  your  noble,  valiant  coun- 
t(  try  man.” — But  he  proceeded  no 
farther  in  his  narrative,  till  all 
who  feemed  intereded  in  it  had 
thrown  fomething  into  the  hat. 
He  then  pocketed  the  money  with 
great  gravity,  and  went  on  to  in¬ 
form  them,  that,  at  this  critical 
moment,  the  Lady,  feeing  the 
danger  which,  threatened  her  de¬ 
liverer,  redoubled  her  prayers  to 
the  Bleffed  Mary,  who,  a  virgin 
herfelf,  is  peculiarly  attentive  and 
propitious  to  the  prayers  of  virgins. 
Jud  as  the  Saracen’s  fword  was- 
defeending  on  the  head  of  the  Ve¬ 
netian,  a  large  bee  flew,  quick  as 
thought,  in  at  the  window,  dung 
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the  former  very  fmartly  on  the  left 
temple,  diverted  the  blow,  and 
gave  the  chriftian  knight  time  to 
recover  himfelf.  The  fight  then 
recommenced  with  frefh  fury  ;  but, 
after  the  Virgin  Mary  had  taken 
ftich  a  decided  part,  you  may  be¬ 
lieve  it  was  no  match.  The  infidel 
foon  fell  dead  at  the  feet  of  the 
believer.  But  who  do  you  think 
this  beauteous  maiden  was,  on 
whofe  account  the  combat  had 
begun  ?  Why  no  other  than  the 
lifter  of  the  Venetian  hero. — This 
young  lady  had  been  ftolen  from 
her  father’s  houfe,  while  Ihe  was 
yet  a  child,  by  an  Armenian  mer¬ 
chant,  who  dealt  in  no  other  goods 
than  wo  en .  He  concealed  the 
child  till  he  found  means  to  carry 
her  to  Egypt;  where  he  kept  her 
in  bondage,  with  other  young  girls, 
till  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  then 
fold  her  to  the  Saracen.  I  do  not 
exactly  remember  whether  the  re¬ 
cognition  between  the  brother  and 
fifter  was  made  out  by  means  of  a 
mole  on  the  young  lady’s  neck,  or 
by  a  bracelet  on  her  arm,  which, 
with  home  o.her  of  her  mother’s 
jewels,  happened  to  be  in  her 
po.ket  when  fhe  was  ftolen  ;  but, 
in  whatever  manner  this  came 
about,  there  was  the  greateft  joy 
on  the  happy  occafion  ;  and  the 
lady  joined  the  army  with  her 
brother,  and  one  of  the  chriftian 
commanders  fell  in  love  with  her, 
and  their  nuptials  were  folemn’zed 
at  Jerufalem  ;  and  they  returned 
to  Venice,  and  had  a  very  nume¬ 
rous  family  of  the  iiiieft  children 
you  ever  beheld. 

At  Rome,  thofe  ftreet-orators 
fometimes  entertain  their  audience 
with  incerefting  paftages  of  real 
hiltory.  1  remember  having  heard 
.one.,  in  particular,  give  a  full  and 
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true  account  how  the  bloody  hea¬ 
then  emperor  Nero  fet  fire  to  the 
city  of  Rome,  and  fat  at  a  window 
of  his  golden  palace,  playing  on  a 
harp,  while  the  town  was  in  flames. 
After  which  the  hiftorian  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  relate,  how  this  unna¬ 
tural  emperor  murdered  his  own 
mother ;  and  he  concluded  by 
giving  the  audience  the  fatisfaflion 
of  hearing  a  particular  detail  of  all 
the  ignominious  circumftances  at¬ 
tending  the  murderer’s  own  death. 

This  bufinefs  of  ftreet-oratory, 
while  it  arnufes  the  populace,  and 
keeps  them  from  dels  innocent  and 
more  expenfive  paftimes,  gives  them 
at  the  fame  time  fome  general  ideas 
of  hiftory.  Street~ora:ors,  there¬ 
fore,  are  a  more  ufeful  fet  of  men 
than  another  clafs,  of  which  there 
are  numbers  at  Rome,  who  enter¬ 
tain  companies  with  extempo¬ 
raneous  verfes  on  any  given  fubjeft- 
The  laft  are  called  Improuvifatoris  ; 
and  fome  people  admire  thefe  per¬ 
formances  greatly.  For  my  own 
part,  I  am  too  poor  a  judge  of  the 
Italian  language  eithe  to  admire 
or  condemn  them  ;  but,  from  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  I  ihould  ima¬ 
gine  they- are  but  indifferent.  It 
is  faid,  that  the  kalian  is  pecu¬ 
liarly  calculated  for  poetry,  and 

that  verfes  mav  be  made  with  -.ore 

/ 

facility  in  this  than  in  any  other 
language.  It  may  be  more  eaiy  to 
find  fmooth  iines,  and  make  them 
terminate  in  rhi  me  in  Italian,  than 
in  any  language  ;  but  to  compofe 
verfes  with  all  the  qualities  eflential 
to  good  poetry,  I  imagine  le'.iure 
and  long  reflection  are  requifite. 
Indeed  I  underhand,  from  thofe 
who  are  judges,  that  thofe  extem¬ 
pore  compoiitions  of  the  Improu- 
vifatori  are  m  general  but  mean 
productions,  confifting  of  a  few 
C  4  fulfome 


%l  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


fulfome  compliments  to  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  fome  common-place  ob- 
fervations,  put  into  rhime,  on  the 
fubjedf  propofed.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  lady  of  an  amiable  cha¬ 
racter,  Signora  Gorilla,  whole 
extempore  productions,  which  fhe 
repeats  in  the  molt  graceful  man¬ 
ner,  are  admired  by  people  of  real 
taltc*.  While  we  were  at  Rome, 
this  lady  made  an  appearance  one 
evening,  at  the  affembly  of  the 
Arcadi,  which  charmed  a  very  nu¬ 
merous  company;  and  of  which 
pur  friend  Mr.  R — y  has  given  me 
fuch  an  atcount,  as  makes  me  re¬ 
gret  that  I  was  not  prefent.  After 
much  entreaty,  a  fubjedt  being 
given,  fhe  began,  accompanied  by 
two  violins,  and  fung  her  unpre¬ 
meditated  drains  with  great  variety 
of  thought  and  elegance  of  lan¬ 
guage.  The  whole  of  her  per- 
fo  rmance  la  fled  above  an  hour, 
with  three  or  four  paufes,  of  about 
live  minutes  each,  which  feemed 
necefrary,  more  that  fhe  might  re¬ 
cover  her  ftrength  and  voice,  than 
for  recollection  ;  for  that  gentleman 
laid,  that  nothin?  could  have  more 
the  air  of  infpiratfon,  or  what  we 
are  told  of  the  Pythian  Prophetefs. 
At  her  fir  ft  fetting  out,  her  manner 
was  fed  ate,  or  rather  cold  ;  but 
gradually  becoming  animated,  her 
voice  rofe,  her  eyes  fparkled,  and 
the  rapidity  and  beauty  of  her 
exprefhons  and  ideas  feemed  fuper- 
natural.  She  at  lad  called  on  ano¬ 
ther  member  of  the  fociety  to  ling 
alternately  with  her,  which  he 
complied  with  ;  but  Mr.  R  —  y 
thought,  though  they  were  Arcades 
pm  bo,  they  Were  by  no  means  can  - 
fare  pares. 

Naples  is  celebrated  for  the  fined 
opera  in  Europe.  This  however 
jiappens  not  to  be  the  feafcjn  of 


performing  ;  but  the  common  peo* 
pie  enjoy  their  operas  at  all  feafons. 
Little  concerts  of  vocal  and  inftru- 
mental  mufic  are  heard  every  even¬ 
ing  in  the  Strada  Nuova,  the  Chi- 
aca,  the  Strada  di  Toledo,  and 
other  ftreets  ;  and  young  men  and 
women  are  feen  dancing  to  the 
mufic  of  ambulatory  performers 
all  along  this  delightful  bay.  To 
a  mere  fpeClator,  the  anuifements 
of  the  common  people  afford  more 
delight,  than  thofe  of  the  great  ; 
becaufe  they  feem  to  be  more  en¬ 
joyed  by  the  one  clafs,  than  by  the 
other.  This  is  the  cafe  every 
where,  except  in  France ;  where 
the  high  appear  as  happy  as  thofe 
of  middle  rank,  and  the  rich  are 
very  near  as  merry  as  the  poor. 
But,  in  mod  other  countries,  the 
people  of  great  rank  and  fortune, 
though  they  flock  to  every  kind  of 
entertainment,  from  not  knowing 
what  to  do  with  themfelves,  yet 
feem  to  enjoy  them  lefs  than  thofe 
of  inferior  rank  and  fortune. 

I  knew  not  what  may  be  the  cafe 
at  the  opera  ;  but  I  can  allure  you 
there  are  none  of  thofe  burfts  among 
the  auditories  which  the  ftreet- 
performers  at  Naples  gather  around 
them.  I  faw  very  lately  a  large 
cluder  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  entertained  to  the  higheft 
degree,  and  to  all  appearance 
made  exceedingly  happy,  by  a 
poor  fellow  with  a  mafic  on  his 
face,  and  a  guitar  in  his  hands. 
He  affembled  his  audience  by  the 
fongs  he  fung  to  the  mufic  of  his 
inftrument,  and  by  a  thoufand 
merry  dories  he  told  them  with 
infinite  drollery.  This  aflembly 
was  in  an.  open  place,  facing  the 
bay,  and  near  the  palace.  The 
old  women  fat  liftening,  with  their 
didaifs,  (pinning  a  kind  of  coarfe 
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flax,  and  wetting  the  thread  with 
their  fpittle  ;  their  grand-children 
fprawled  at  their  feet,  am  uf'ed  with 
the  twirling  of  the  f p indie.  The 
men  and  their  wives,  the  youths 
and  their  miftreffes,  fat  in  a  circle, 
with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  mu- 
ftcian,  who  kept  them  laughing 
for  a  great  part  of  the  evening 
with  his  Itories,  which  he  enlivened 
occafionally  with  tunes  upon  the 
guitar.  At  length,  when  the 
company  was  moft  numerous,  and 
at  the  higheft  pitch  of  good  hu¬ 
mour,  he  fuddenly  pulled  off  his 
mafk,  laid  down  his  guitar,  and 
opened  a  little  box  which  flood 
before  him,  and  addreffed  the  au¬ 
dience  in  the  following  words,  as 
literally  as  I  can  tranflate  them  : — 
“  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  there  is 
“  a  time  for  all  things;  we  have 
“  had  enough  ofjefting;  innocent 
■f  mirth  is  excellent  for  the  health 
“  of  the  body;  but  other  things 
“  are  requiiite  for  the  health  of 
“  the  foul.  I  will  now,  with 
“  your  permiflion,  my  honourable 
“  mafters  and  miftreffes,  entertain 
“  you  with  fomething  ferious,  and 
of  infinitely  greater  importance  ; 
“  fomething  for  which  all  of  you 
#f  will  have  reafon  to  blefs  me  as 
“long  as  you  live.”  Here  he 
fhook  out  of  a  bag  a  great  number 
of  little  leaden  crucifixes.  —  “  1  am 
“juft  come  from  the  holy  houfe 
“  of  Loretto,  my  fellow  ch  Lilians,” 
continued  he,  “  on  purpofe  to  fur- 
“  nilh  you  with  thole  jewels,  more 
“  precious  than  all  the  gold  of 
“  Peru,  and  ail  the  pearls  of  the 
“  ocean.  Now,  my  beloved  bre- 
thien  and  lifters,  you  are  afraid 
“  that  I  fh all  demand  a  price  for 
“  thole  facred  croffes,  far  above 
“  your  abilities,  and  fomething 
“  cprrefpQndent  with  their  value. 
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“  by  way  of  indemnification  for 
“  the  fatigue  and  expence  of  the 
“  Jong  journey  which  I  have  made 
“  on  your  account,  all  the  way 
“  from  the  habitation  of  the  Bleffed 
“  Virgin  to  this  thrice  renowned 
“  city  of  Naples,  the  riches  and 
“  liberality  of  vvhofe  inhabitants 
“  are  celebrated  all  over  the  globe. 
“  No,  my  generous  Neapolitans; 
“  I  do  not  wifh  to  take  the  ad- 
“  vantage  of  your  pious  and  liberal 
“  difpofuions.  I  will  not  alk  for 
“  thofe  invaluable  crucifixes  (all 
“  of  which,  let  me  inform  you, 
“  have  touched  the  foot  of  the 
“  holy  image  of  the  Bleffed  Virgin, 
“  which  was  formed  by  the  hands 
“of  St.  Luke;  and,  moreover, 
“  each  of  them  has  been  fhaken  in. 
“  the  Santiffima  Scodella,  the  fa- 
“  cred  porringer  in  which  the  Vir- 
“  gin  made  the  pap  for  the  infant 
“  Jefus)  ;  I  will  not,  I  fay,  alk 
“  an  ounce  of  gold,  no,  not  even 
“  a  crown  of  filver  ;  my  regard. 
“  for  you  is  fuch,  that  I  fhali  let 
“  you  have  the-m  for  a  penny  a 
“  piece.” 


’Reflexions  on  the  Genius:  and  Cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Bifcayners.  From 
Dillon’s  'Travels  through  Spain. 

A  g  ^  H  E  Bifcayners  give  the 
£  name  of  republics  to  the 
different  juri  (dictions  in  their  pro¬ 
vinces,  all  which,  except  Orduna, 
their  only  city,  and  a  few  towns, 
are  compofed  of  hamlets,  and 
lonely  houfes,  difperled  up  and 
down,  according  to  the  convenience 
of  lituation,  in  fo  dole  and  inter¬ 
fered  a  country.  However  their 
houfes  have  every  advantage  of 
diftribution,  confifting  of  a  prin¬ 
cipal  itory,  befides  the  ground 

floor. 
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Moor,  for  offices,  with  an  appen¬ 
dage  of  (tables,  granaries,  out- 
feoufes,  courts,  cellars^  and  gar¬ 
dens  ;  with  orchards,  meadows, 
and  often  corn-fields,  contiguous 
to  the  building,  with  chefnut 
groves,  and  other  improvements 
to  the  very  foot  of  the  mountains. 
Nothing  can  be  more  pleafant  to 
the  traveller,  than  to  fee  houfes 
and  gardens  during  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  progrefs,  particularly 
from  Orduna  to  Bilbao,  an  extent 
of  fix  leagues,  which  feems  like 
octe 'continued  village.  The  upper 
part  of  the  houfes  were  formerly 
ef  wood,  but  the  new  ones  are  of 
Hone,  and  one  feldom  fees  an 
empty  houfe,  or  any  fallen  in 
ruins ;  on  the  contrary,  many  new 
ones,  both  large  and  convenient, 
are  eonftantly  building  ;  from 
whence  it  appears,  that  though 
population  cannot  well  be  con- 
jiderably  encreafed,  while  new 
branches  of  induilry  are  not  in¬ 
troduced,  (all  the  land  being  occu¬ 
pied)  it  feems  rather  to  augment, 
notwithfianding  the  many  emi¬ 
grations  :  and  though  fome  women 
emigrate  likewife,  few  remain  at 
home  without  hufbands.  Thefe 
difperfed  families  may  be  held  as 
the  moll  anlient  in  Spain,  and  the 
country  is  indebted  to  them,  for 
population  and  culture.  In  the 
Bifcay  language  they  are  called 
Echejaunas ;  that  is,  lords  of  tene¬ 
ments,  vvhofe  anceilors  have  pof- 
feffed  them  time  immemorial,  and 
•will  probably  continue  fo  for  fu¬ 
ture  ages,  as  felling  or  mortgaging 
5s  held  in  great  difrepute.  Such 
'lands  as  belong  to  rich  families, 
are  let  out  to  others,  and  as  they 
lie  under  their  eye  and  infpe£lion, 
the  whole  is  attended  to,  with  the 
mmoil  a&ivity ;  the  parochial 
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church  (lands  in  the  centfe  of  the 
parilh,  which,  if  too  extenfive, 
has  a  chapel  of  cafe,  'for  the  con- 
veniency  of  the  parifhioners many 
of  whom  repair  to  thefe  churches 
from  very  great  distances,  in  the 
feverelt  weather.  Their  antiquity 
may  be  traced  from  their  dedica¬ 
tions,  which  are  generally  to  the 
Blefi’ed  Virgin,  to  S  .  John,  or 
the  apoftles  and  faints  of  the  pri¬ 
mitive  church  ;  and  their  livings 
mull  be  comfortable,  from  the 
decent  appearance  of  their  pallors. 

Not  only  Bifcay,  Guypufcoa, 
and  Alaba,  but  alfo  the  mountains 
of  Burgos,  are  full  of  gentlemens 
feats,  known  by  the  name  of  So *- 
lares ,  or  Cafas  Solariegas ,  worthy 
of  much  veneration  from  their 
antiquity  ;  the  owners  of  thefe  are 
diilinguifned  by  the  title  of  Hi¬ 
dalgos  de  Cafa  Solar ,  or  de  Solar 
Conocido - — “  Gentlemen  of  known 
property  the  moll  honourable 
appellation  in  Spain.  They  are 
generally  (bong,  plain  (Iruflures, 
with  fquare  towers;  but  many  of 
the  towers  have  been  dellroyed  ; 
and  in  the  modern  repairs,  they 
have  followed  the  fafiiion  of  the 
times. 

The  head  of  the  family  is  called 
Pariente  Mayor ,  and  is  greatly 
relpeded  by  all  the  collateral 
branches  ;  fome  of  thefe  are  of 
fuch  high  antiquity,  as  to  be 
thought  to  have  dwelled  there 
before  the  eftablilhrnent  of  chrif- 
tianity  in  that  country,  fince 
their  anceftors  were  the  founders 
of  the  churches,  had  the  patronage 
of  them,  and  were  known,  fo  far 
back  as  four  centuries  ago,  to 
have,  even  then,  been  time  imme¬ 
morial,  in  receipt  of  the  tythes  ; 
others,  without  any  patronage,  are 
deemed  equally  ancient ;  many  are 
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fo  far  reduced  as  to  be  obliged  to 
cultivate  their  ertates,  with  their 
own  hands,  yet  will  not  yield  to 
the  others,  in  nobility  and  defcent, 
■alledging  that,  though  fome 
branches  have  been  more  enriched 
by  fortunate  events,  yet  they  are 
all  equally  fprung  from  one  com¬ 
mon  anceftor.  Their  names  have 
undoubtedly  paffed  in  a  lineal 
fucceffion,  from  a  more  antient 
date  than  the  ages  of  chivalry,  the 
eftablilhment  of  coat  armour,  or 
of  archives,  and  records  ;  to  which 
they  pay  little  attention,  as  of  no 
importance  to  illullrate  their  qua¬ 
lity,  the  poffeffion  of  one  of  thefe 
houfes,  or  the  conftant  tradition  of 
being  delcended  from  a  former 
poffeffor,  being  more  than  fuffi- 
cient  to  ennoble  their  blood  ;  many 
fuch  having  fliined  in  the  annals 
of  Spain,  by  the  nobleft  deeds, 
which  have  immortalized  their 
names  more  than  their  ancient 
defcent.  Thefe  have  fettled  in 
different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
while  the  head  of  the  family  has 
continued  at  home,  in  a  Hate  of 
fimplicity,  ploughing  his  fields, 
and  infpiring  his  children  with 
fentiments  fuitable  to  the  hercical 
ages  :  the  daughters  are  brought 
up  in  a  different  manner  from  moll 
other  parts  of  the  world  ;  here  the 
moll  opulent  do  not  difdain  the 
management  of  houlhold  affairs, 
and  everv  branch  of  domeffc  ceco- 

J 

nomy,  with  a  noble  fimpiicity, 
that  feems  to  read!  thole  giorioas 
ages  of  which  Homer  has  fung. 
Whoever  looks  for  innocence, 
health  and  content,  will  find  it 
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amongft  the  inhabitants  of  Bifcay; 
and  if  they  are  not  the  rich  ell, 
they  may  be  well  deemed  the  hap¬ 
pier!  of  mankind  *. 

It  is  pleafing  to  behold  with 
what  affability  the  rich  demean 
themfelves  towards  thofe  who  are 
lefs  fo  than  themfelves,  being- 
obliged  to  this  condefcenfion  from, 
the  natural  fpiric  and  pride  of  the 
people,  added  to  their  education 
and  -notions  of  freedom.  Unac- 
cullomed  to  brook  the  leaffc  fcorn, 
or  to  comply  with  that  fubmiffive 
behaviour  fo  ufual  from  the  poor 
to  the  rich,  in  more  refined  and 
opulent  kingdoms ;  yet  the  com¬ 
mon  proverb  of  Caltile,  Pobreza  no 
es  <vileza,  “  Poverty  is  not  a  ble- 
milh,”  has  no  fway  here,  for  fuch 
are  their  notions  of  labour,  and 
induiiry,  that  their  fpirit  makes 
them  confider  it,  as  an  indignity 
to  beg;  and  though  the  women 
are  generally  charitable,  which 
cannot  fail  to  attratt  mendicants, 
yet  thefe  are  moil  commonly 
llrangers. 

The  country  people  wear 
brogues,  not  unlike  thole  of  the 
highlands  of  Scotland,  tied  up 
with  great  neatnefs,  being  the  moil 
ufeful  for  a  flippery  and  moun¬ 
tainous  country.  When  they  are 
not  bufy  in  the  fields,  they  walk 
with  a  llaff  taller  than  themfelves, 
which  ferves  them  to  vault  over 
gullies,  and  is  an  excellent  weapon 
in  cafe  of  affault,  with  which  they 
will  baffle  the  moll  dextrous  fwordl- 
men  ;  they  wear  cloaks  in  the 
winter,  the  pipe  is  conilantly  in 
the  mouth,  as  well  for  pleafure  as 


*  Mr.  Bowles  relates,  that  the  mod  opulent  families  make  no  fcruple  to 
bake,  brew,  d refs  victuals,  and  walh  linen.  For  my  part  I  cannot  lay  I  ob- 
ferved  thefe  circum fiances  amongft  the  opulent  Bilcayners,  though  I  often  expe¬ 
rienced  their  open-hearted  hoipnality  and  benevolence. 
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from  a  notion  that  tobacco  pre- 
ferves  them  againtl  the  dampness  of 
the  air  ;  all  this,  joined  to  their 
natural  activity,  fprightlinefs,  and 
vigour,  gives  them  an  appearance 
feeming  to  border  on  ferocity, 
were  it  not  the  reverfe  of  their 
manners,  which  are  gentle  and 
eafy,  when  no  motive  is  given  to 
choler,  which  the  lead  fpark  kin¬ 
dles  into  violence. 

It  has  been  obfe.rved,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  mountains  are 
ffrongly  attached  to  their  country, 
which  probably  arifes  from  the 
divifion  of  lands*  in  which,  gene¬ 
rally  fpeaking,  all  have  an  in- 
tereft.  In  this,  the  Bifcayners 
exceed  all  other  dates,  looking 
with  fondnefs  on  their  hills,  as  the 
mod  delightful  fcenes  in  the  world, 
an4  their  people  as  the  molt 
refpedtable,  defcended  from  the 
aborigines  of  Spain.  This  pre- 
poffeilion  excites  them  to  the  mod 
extraordinary  labour,  and  to  exe¬ 
cute- things  far  beyond  what  could 
be  expected,  in  fo  fmall  and  rug¬ 
ged  a  country,  where  they  have 
few  branches  of  commerce  :  I  can¬ 
not  give  a  greater  proof  of  their 
indultry,  than  thofe  fine  roads  they 
have  now  made  from  Bilbao  to 
Cadiie,  as  well  as  in  Guypufcoa 
and  Alaba.  t  When  one  fees  the 
paffage  over  the  tremendous  moun¬ 
tain  of  Orduna,  one  cannot  be¬ 
hold  it  without  the  utmod  furprize 
and  admiration. 

The  manners  of  the  Bifcavners, 
and  the  ancient  Irifn,  are  fo  fimilar 
on  many  occsfions,  as  to  encou¬ 
rage  the  notion  of  the  lrifh  being 
descended  from  them.  Both  men 
and  women  are  extremely  fond  cf 
pilgrimages,  repairing  from  great 
didances  to  the  churches  of  their 
pafrqnsj  or  tutelary  faints,  finging 


and  dancing,  till  they  almod  drop 
down  with  fatigue.  The  lrifh  do 
the  fame  at  their  patrons.  The 
Guizones  of  B  if  cay,  and  the  Bou- 
lamkeighs  of  b eland,  are  nearly 
alike  :  at  ail  thefe  affemblies,  they 
knock  out  one  another’s  brains,  cm 
the  mod  trivial  provocation,  with¬ 
out  malice  or  randour,  and  without 
ufing  a  knife  or  a  dagger.  In  both 
countries  the  common  people  are 
padionate,  eafily  provoked  if  their 
familv  is  flighted,  or  their  defeent 
called  in  quedion.  The  Gbacoli 
of  Bifcay,  or  the  Shebeen' of  Ireland, 
makes  them  equally  frantic.  In 
Ireland  the  poor  eat  out  of  one  difn 
with  their  fingers,  and  fit  in  their 
fmoakv  cabbins  without  chimnies, 
as  well  as  the  Bifcay n  Cl  s»  The 
brogue  is  alfo  the  fhoe  of  Bifcay; 
the  women  tie  a  kercher  round 
their  heads,  wear  red  petticoats, 
go  barefoot,  in  all  which  they  re- 
femble  the  Bifcayners,  and  with 
them  have  an  equal  good  opinion 
of  their  ancient  defeent:  the  poor 
Bifcayner,  though  haughty,  is  la- 
borious  and  ailive,  an  example 
worthy  to  be  imitated  by  the  lrifh. 

So  many  concurring  circum- 
dances  fupp.ort  the  idea  of  their 
having  been  originally  one  people. 
It  cannot  be  denied,  but  that  the 
old  lrifh,  whether  from  fimilitude 
of  cudoms,  religion,  and  tradi-.. 
tional  notions,  or  whatever  el fe 
may  be  the  caufe,  have  always 
been  attached  to  the  Spaniards, 
who  on  their  fide,  perhaps  from 
political  views,  have  treated  them 
with  reciprocal  affe&ion,  granting 
them  many  privileges,  and  diling 
them  even  Oriundos  in  their  laws, 
as  a  colony  defcended  from  Spain  ; 
yet,  with  ail  thefe  advantages,  if 
we  except  thofe  gallant  foldiers 
who  have  diltinguifhed  themfeives 
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in  the  field  wherever  they  have 
ferved,  few  Irifh  have  made  a  con- 
fpicuous  figure  in  Spain,  or  have 
lefc  g-reat  wealth  to  their  fami¬ 
lies  *. 

The  king  of  Spain  has  no  other 
title  over  thefe  free  people,  than 
that,  of  Lord  of  Bifcay,  as  the 
kings  of  England  formerly  held 
over  Ireland  ;  they  admit  of  no 
bifhops,  nor  of  curtom-houfes  in 
their  provinces,  and  as  they  pay 
lefs  duties  than  the  king’s  other 

.  O 

fubjedls,  they  were  not  included  in 
the  late  extenfions  of  the  American 
commerce;  however,  they  content 
themfelves  with  that  renown  which 
they  have  acquired  for  themfelves 
and  their  iiTue,  infomuch  that  upon 
only  proving,  to  be  originally  be¬ 
longing  to  that  lordfhip,  or  de¬ 
scended  from  fuch  in  the  male  line, 
lawfully  begotten,  they  are  entitled 
to  claim  public  certificates,  or  exe¬ 
cutory  letters,  termed  Cartas  exe- 
cutorias ,  exprefflve  of  their  being 
Hidalgos  de  Sangrc ,  or  “  Gentlemen 
of  blood  their  nobility  having 
been  confirmed  to  them,  by  the 
kings  of  Caflile  and  Leon,  lords  of 
Btfcay,  in  the  plenitude  of  their 
power* 

The  mod  lofty  C'aftilians  have 
conltant  rivals  for  antiquity  and 
defcent  in  the  inhabitants  of  Bif- 
cay,  Afturias,  and  the  mountains 
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of  Leon  :  thus,  in  Don  Quixote, 
Donna  Rodriguez;  the  duenna, 
fpeaking  of  her  hufband,  fays,  he 
was  as  well  born  as  the  king,  be- 
caufe  he  came  from  the  mountains. 
7  J'obre  todo  Hidalgo ,  como  el  Rey, 
porque  era  montanes  f . 

Imprefled  with  thefe  flattering 
ideas,  the  high-minded,  Bifcayner 
leaves  his  native  foil,  and  repairs 
to  Madrid.  Confcious  that  his 
blood  is  pure,  uncontaminated  with 
mixtures  of  Jewilh,  or  Mahometan 
race,  he  raifes  his  hopes  on  honed 
induftry  and  fobriety,  fulfilling 
his  duties  with  zeal  and  fub- 
miflion  ;  he  ofcen  meets  with  rela¬ 
tions  in  affluence;,  and  fometimes 
rifes  to  the  highelt  employments. 
It  lhould  feem  that  fome  fuch  cha¬ 
racter  mufl  have  offended  the  im¬ 
mortal  Cervantes,  from  his  pointed 
reflections  in  his  celebrated  ro¬ 
mance  of  Don  Quixote,  where  he 
fays  that  “  an  exprefs  being  ar- 
“  rived  with  difpatches  of  moment 
ct  directed  to  Don  Sancho  Panza, 
“  governor  of  the  ifland  of  Bara- 
i(  taria,  into  his  own  hands,  or 
“  thofe  of  his  fedretary,  which  be- 
(f  ing  given  to  read  to  the  major 
<f  domo,  by  Sancho ;  the  ima- 
“  ginary  governor  afked.  Who 
“  here  is  my  fecretarv  ?  To  which 
“  one  prefen t  anfwered,  I,  fir,  am 
“  the  perfon ,  becaitfe  I  can  read  and 


*  Another  inftance  in  which  the  Irifh  feem  to  have  clofely  imitated  the 
Spanilh  cuftoms,  is  in  the  taking  of  -fnuff,  of  which  Mr.  Howel,  who  was  in 
Spain  in  1629,  and  went  loon  after  to  Ireland,  gives  us  the  following  account, 
at  an  early  period,  after  the  fir  ft  introduction  of  fnuff  into  Europe  :  <{  Th« 
Spaniards  and  Irifh  take  it  moll:  in  powder,  or  fnoutchin,  and  it  mightily 
r.drelhes  the  brain,  and  I  believe  there  is  as  much  taken  this  way  in  Ireland,  as 
there  is  in  pipes  in  England.  One  /flail  commonly  fee  the  ferving  maid  upon 
the  wafiting  block,  and  the  Twain  upon  the  plough/hare,  when  they  are  tired 
with  labour,  take  out  their  boxes  -of  frmitch'in,  and  draw  it  into  their  noftriis 
with  a  quill,  and  it  will  beget  new  fpirits  in  them,  with  a  frefh  vigour  to  fall 

to 'their  work  again.” - Epiltolse  Hoelianie.  London,  1726. 

f  Don  Quixote,  patt  2.  tom.  4.  cap.  cj.  Madrid*  177'i. 
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st  write,  and  am  moreover  a  Bif- 
“  cavner .  With  this  addition,  re* 
“  plied  Sancho,  you  are  fie  to 
“  be  a  fecretary,  even  to  an  em- 


Defcription  of  the  cjTown  of  Bilbao, 
and  the  Manners  of  its  hihabitants. 

THE  town  of  Bilbao,  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  Ybaizabal, 
is  about  two  leagues  from  the  fea, 
and  contains  about  eight  hundred 
houfes,  with  a  large  fquare  by  the 
water  fide,  well  fhaded  with  plea- 
fant  walks,  which  extend  to  the 
outlets,  on  the  banks  of  the  river, 
with  numbers  of  houfes  and  gar¬ 
dens,  which  form  a  moft  pleafing 
profpedl,  particularly  as  you  fail 
up  the  river ;  for,  befides  the 
beautiful  verdure,  numerous  ob¬ 
jects  open  gradually  to  the  eye, 
and  the  town  appearing  as  an  am¬ 
phitheatre,  enlivens  the  lan'dfcape, 
and  completes  the  feenery. 

The  houfes  are  folid  and  lofty, 
the  ftreets  well  paved  and  level ; 
water  is  conveyed  into  the  llreets, 
and  they  may  be  walhed  at  plea- 
fure,  which  renders  Bilbao  one  of 
the  neateli  towns  in  Europe. 
Coaches  are  not  in  ufe,  by  which 
means,  inequality  of  wealth  is  not 
fo  perceptible,  exterior  ofientation 
is  avoided,  and  the  poor  man 
walks  by  the  fide  of  the  rich,  with 
equal  eafe  and  content. 

The  air  is  generally  damp, 
covers  iron  with  ruft,  deftroys  fur¬ 
niture  in  the  upper  apartments, 
extra&s  the  fait  out  of  dried  fifh, 
and  multiplies  flies  beyond  mea- 
fure,  yet  the  town  is  remarkably 
healthy,  and  its  inhabitants  enjoy, 

f  Don  Quixote,  part '2.  tgm. 


to  a  great  degree,  the  three  prin<* 
cipal  bleflings  of  life,  perfect 
health,  ftrength  of  body,  and  a 
chearful  difpofition,  attended  with 
longevity  j  in  proof  of  which, 
though  the  town  is  very  populous, 
the  hofpital  is  frequently  empty, 
and  in  the  nine  months,  that  Mr. 
Bowles  refided  there,  only  nine 
perfons  were  buried,  four  of  which 
were  above  eighty.  Every  day  one 
may  fee  men  above  that  age  walk¬ 
ing  upright,  in  chearful  converfe 
with  youth,  Burning  fevers,  which 
the  Spaniards  dread  fo  much,  and 
call  tabardillos ,  are  not  known 
here,  and  they  are  feldom  troubled 
with  agues.  What  is  then  the 
reafon  that  Bilbao,  on  the  fide  of  a 
river,  in  fo  damp  a  fituation,  and 
chiefly  built  on  piles,  like  the 
cities  in  Holland,  lhould  be  fo 
remarkably  healthy,  with  every 
indication  againft  it  ?  I  Trail  en* 
deavour  to  account  for  it. 

The  adjacent  mountains  flop  the 
clouds  that  arife  from  the  faline 
vapours  of  the  ocean,  rains  are 
frequent,  but  they  are  feldom 
without  a  fea  breeze,  or  a  land 
wind  ;  the  current  of  the  air  being 
thus  continually  ventilated,  neve^ 
leaves  the  moift  vapours  at  reft, 
and  prevents  their  forming  thole 
putrid  combinations,  which  heat 
generally  occafions,  ,  on  ftagnated 
waters.  Thus  the  vicinity  of  the 
fea,  the  rains,  and  more  than  all, 
the  ftrong  currents  of  air,  are  the 
phyfical  caufes  of  its  falubrity  at 
Bilbao,  as,  on  the  contrary,  the 
continued  heat  which  rarifies  the 
exhalations  of  fuch  rivers  as  have 
a  flow  motion,  as  well  as  the  ftag¬ 
nated  waters  in  ponds  or  lakes, 
where  there  is  great  heat  in  the 

4.  chap.  «,  Madrid,  1771. 
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air,  and  little  wind,  will  be  the 
caules  of  putrifying  the  vapours, 
and  bring  on  fevers  and  other 
didempers.  For  this  reafon,  the 
inhabitants  of  La  Mancha  are  fo 
fubjed  to  agues,  and  ufe  as  much 
bark  as  in  Holland,  becaufe  the 
air  has  little  motion  in  fummer, 
notwithrtanding  the  country  is 
open,  and  the  fur  face  is  dry.  In 
the  fame  manner,  a  new  houfe  is 
dangerous  to  dwell  in,  where  the 
damp  vapours  are  confined,  though 
one  may  deep  very  fafely  in  the 
deeped  gallery  of  a  mine,  if  the 
air  has  a  free  circulation. 

To  thefe  favourable  circum- 
flances,  the  Bifcayners  owe  their 
good  fpirits,  frefhnefs  of  com¬ 
plexion,  and  chearful  difpofition. 
In  other  countries,  women  are 
opprefled  with  the  {lighted  fatigue; 
here  they  work  as  much  as  the 
itrongert  men,  unload  the  (hips, 
carry  burdens,  and  do  all  the 
bufinefs  of  porters.  The  very  fe¬ 
lons,  confined  to  hard  labour  in 
the  mines  of  Almaden,  do  nothing 
in  comparifon  with  thefe  females  ; 
they  go  bare  footed,  and  are  re¬ 
markably  adlive,  carrying  burthens 
on  their  heads  which  require  two 
men  to  lift  up.  The  wife  yields 
not  in  drength  to  the  hufband,  nor 
the  fider  to  the  brother,  and  after 
a  chearful  glafs,  though  heavily 
loaded,  they  move  on  with  alacrity. 
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returning  home  in  the  evening, 
without  the  appearance  ®f  laffitude, 
often  arm  in  arm,  dancing  and 
finging  to  the  tabor  and  pipe. 

Their  mufic  is  defrayed  at  the 
expence  of  the  town,  after  the 
manner  of  the  antient  Greeks- 
On  holidays  they  play  under  the 
trees  in  the  great  fquare ;  the  mo¬ 
ment  they  begin,  the  concourfe  is 
great,  men,  women,  and  children, 
of  all  ages,  are  engaged  at  the 
fame  time,  down  to  the  very  in¬ 
fants.  The  dances  are  a  (dive, 
fuitable  to  their  drength,  but  di¬ 
verted  of  indecent  attitudes  or 
gedures.  Thefe  furprifmg  women, 
though  condantly  expofed  to  the 
air,  have  good  complexions,  with 
lively  eyes,  and  fine  black  hair, 
in  which  they  pride  themfelves 
greatly,  and  braid  to  uncommon 
advantage.  Married  women  wrapt 
a  white  handkerchief  round  their 
heads,  fo  knotted,  as  to  fall  down 
in  three  plaits  behind,  and  over 
this  the  Montera  cap  :  they  have 
a  haughty  look,  and  work  in  the 
fields  like  the  men.  Their  language 
is  the  Bafcuenfe ,  which,  without 
doubt,  is  original,  and  as  antient 
as  the  peopling  of  the  country, 
being  totally  dirtind,  and  without 
any  connedion  with  any  Spaniih 
dialed;  thofe  who  underftand  it, 
allure  us  it  is  very  foft  and  harmo¬ 
nious,  as  well  as  energetic 

A  general 


*  In  the  mountains  of  Bifcay  and  Navarre,  the  Spaniih  language,  or  romance- \ 
is  neither  fpoken  or  underrtood. 

See  the  following  hooks. 

De  la  antigua  lengua,  poblaciones,  y  Comarcas  de  las  Efpanas  en  que  de 
pafo  fe  tocan  algunas  colas  de  la  Cantabria  por  Andres  de  Poza — Bilbao, 
1587,  4to. 

El  iinpofibie  vencido  :  Arte  de  la  lengua  bafconcada  por  manuel  de  Larra- 
mendi.  Salamanca,  1729. 

Diccionario  Trilingue  del  Caftillano,  Bafcuenfe  y  Latin  por  raanuel  de  LaA 
ramendi,  1745. 

From 
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A  general  neatnefs  prevails  every  hofpitable  difpoiition  of  the  inha- 
where  in  the  town  of  Bilbao,  i The  bitants,  which  foon  falls  oft,  if 
fliambles  is  a  Tufcan  building,  in  you  flight  their  cordiality,  or  at- 
the  centre  of  the  town,  with  an  tribute  it  to  motives  of  adulation  or 
open  court  and  a.  fountain  in  the  intereft.  Such  is  the  happy  life 
middle  ;  nothing  can  be  more  of  the  inhabitants  of  Bilbao,  free 
cleanly  or  better  contrived,  free  from  the  luxuries,  as  well  as  the 
from  all  bad  fcents,  or  any  thing  ambitious  pafiions  which  agitate 
difgufting,  as  it  is  copioufly  fup-  the  minds  of  their  neighbours, 
plied  with  water  to  carry  away  they  pafs  their  lives  in  tranquility, 
every  thing  offenfive,.  ,The  meat  governed  by  wholefome  laws  ; 
is  delivered  fo  frefh  and  clean,  as  amongft  which,  they  are  faid  even 
not  to  require  being  wafhed,  as  to  have  one  again  ft  ingratitude, 
pra&ifed  in  other  parts  of  Spain,  with  a  punilhrnent  affixed  to  it. 
which  deprives  it  of  its  fubltance 

and  flavour ;  the  veal  is  white  and  — — - — — : — - 1 — - * — 

delicate,  and  the  poultry,  excel¬ 
lent:  the  woods  alford  plenty  of  Of  the  Char  after  of our  Debt  Laws , 
birds,  beftdes  five  lorts  of  birds  of  and  of  Mr.  Howard.  From  Mr. 
paffage  called  chunbos,  which  fatten  Burke’s  Speech  to  his  ConJUtuents 
foon  after  their  arrival,  and  are  at  Briflol. 
greatly  efteemed. 

Among  the  different  forts  of  ^y~^HERE  are  two  capital  faults 
fifh,  common  at  Bilbao,  there  are  J  in  our  law  with  relation  to 
two  peculiar  to  that  river,  which  civil  debts.  One  is,  that  every 
the  inhabitants  are  remarkably  man  is  prefumed  folvent.  A  pre- 
fond  of ;  thefe  are  a  peculiar  fort  fumption,  in  innumerable  cafes* 
of  eels  in  winter  and  the  cuttle  dire&dy  againft  truth.  Therefore 
fifh  in  fummer :  the  eels  are  frnall  the  debtor  is  ordered,  on  a  fuppo- 
like  the  quill  of  a  pigeon,  of  a  pale  fition  of  ability  and  fraud,  to  be 
colour,  about  three  inches  long,  coerced  his  liberty  until  he  makes 
and  without  a  back  bone,  which  payment.  By  this  means,  in  ail 
they  catch  at  low  tides  in  prodi-  cafes  of  civil  infolvency,  without 
gious  quantities.  In  a  word,  every  a  pardon  from  his  creditor,  lie  is 
thing  is  in  plenty  at  Bilbao,  for  to  be  imprifoned  for  life:  —  and 
befides  a  well  Supplied  market,  thus  a  miferable  miftaken  invention 
their  gardens  abound  in  pulfe  and  of  artificial  fcience,  operates  to 
fruit  of  all  kinds  :  fo  that  one  can  change  a  civil  into  a  criminal 
live  no  where  better  than  here,  judgment,  and  to  fcourge  mif- 
)yhen  we  take  into  the  account  the  fortune  or  indiferetion  with  a  pu- 

From  whence  it  is  evident  that  the  Bafcuenfe  is  totally  different  from  the  Spa- 
nifh,  which  is  the  common  language  of  the  two  Caftiles,  Leon,  Eftremadnra, 
Andalufia,  Aragon,  Navarre,  Rioxa,  and  the  mountains  of  Burgos  ;  and  is 
generally  underftood  in  Alturias,  Galicia,  Valencia,  and  Catalonia,  though  not 
the  language  of  thofe  provinces,  where  they  have  a  dialedt  varying  more  or  lefs 
from  the  Spamfh,  in  propoition  to  their  lituation  and  proximity  to  neighbouripg 
kingdoms. 
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nifhment  which  the  law  does  not 
inflid  on  the  greateft  crimes. 

The  next  fault  is,  that  the  in¬ 
flicting  of  chat  punifhment  is  not 
on  the  opinion  of  an  equal  and 
public  judge  ;  but  is  referred  to 
the  arbitrary  diferetion  of  a  pri¬ 
vate,  nay  ir.terefled,  and  irritated, 
individual*  He,  who  formerly  is, 
and  fubftantially  ought  to  be,  the 
judge,  is  in  reality  no  more  than 
minifterial,  a  mere  executive  in- 
ftrument  of  a  private  man,  who  is 
at  once  judge  and  party.  Every 
idea  of  judicial  order  is  fubverted 
by  this  procedure.  If  the  infol- 
vency  be  no  crime,  why  is  it  pu- 
nifhed  with  arbitrary  imprifon- 
ment  ?  If  it  be  a  crime,  why  is  it 
delivered  into  private  hands  to 
pardon  without  diferetion,  or  to 
punifh  without  mercy  and  without 
meafure  ? 

To  thefe  faults,  grofs  and  cruel 
faults  in  our  law,  the  excellent 
rinciple  of  Lord  Beauchamp’s 
ill  applied  fome  fort  of  remedy. 

I  know  that  credit  muft  be  pre- 
ferved  ;  but  equity  muft  be  pre- 
ferved  too ;  and  it  is  impoflible, 
that  any  thing  fhould  be  neceffary 
to  commerce,  which  is  inconfiftent 
with  jurtice.  The  principle  of 
credit  was  not  weakened  by  that 
bill.  God  forbid  1  The  enforce¬ 
ment  of  that  credit  was  only  put 
into  the  fame  public  judicial  hands 
on  which  we  depend  for  our  lives, 
and  all  that  makes  life  dear  to  us. 
But,  indeed,  this  bufinefs  was 
taken  up  too  warmly  both  here  and 
eUewhere.  The  bill  was  extreme¬ 
ly  miftaken.  It  was  fuppofed  to 
enadt  what  it  never  enadted ;  and 
complaints  were  made  of  claufes 
in  it  as  novelties,  which  exifted 
before  the  noble  Lord  that  brought 
in  the  biil  was  born.  There  was 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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a  fallacy  that  run  through  the 
whole  of  the  objedlions.  The  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  oppofed  the  bill,  al¬ 
ways  argued,  as  if  the  option  lay 
between  that  bill  and  the  antient 
law. — But  this  is  a  grand  miftake. 
For  practically,  the  option  is  be¬ 
tween,  not  that  bill  and  the  old 
law,  but  between  that  bill  and 
thofe  occaftonal  laws  called  adts  of 
grace.  For  the  operation  of  the 
old  law  is  fo  fav?.*e,  and  fo  incon- 
venient  to  fociety,  that  for  a  long 
time  paft,  once  in  every  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  lately  twice,  the  legi- 
flature  has  been  obliged  to  make 
a  general  arbitrary  jail-delivery, 
and  at  once  to  fet  open,  by  its  fo- 
vereign  authority,  all  the  prifoti3 
in  England. 

Gentlemen,  I  never  relifhed  adls 
of  grace  ;  nor  ever  fubmitted  to 
them  but  from  defpair  of  better. 
They  are  a  difhonourable  inven¬ 
tion,  by  which,  not  from  huma¬ 
nity,  not  from  policy,  but  merely 
becaufe  we  have  not  room  enough, 
to  hold  thefe  vidtims  of  the  abfur- 
dity  of  our  laws,  we  turn  loofe 
upon  the  public  three  or  four  thou- 
fand  naked  wretches,  corrupted  by 
the  habits,  debafed  by  the  igno¬ 
miny  of  a  prifon.  If  the  creditor 
had  a  right  to  thofe  carcafes  as  a 
natural  fecurity  for  his  property, 
I  am  fure  we  have  no  right  to  de¬ 
prive  him  of  that  fecurity.  But  if 
the  few  pounds  of  flefh  were  not 
neceffary  to  his  fecurity,  we  had 
not  a  right  to  detain  the  unfortu¬ 
nate  debtor,  without  any  benefit 
at  all  to  the  perfon  who  confined 
him. — Take  it  as  you  will,  we 
commit  injuftice.  Now  Lord  Beau¬ 
champ’s  bill  intended  to  do  deli¬ 
berately,  and  with  great  caution 
and  circumfpedtion,  upon  each  fe- 
veral  cafe,  and  with  all  attention 
D  Y  to 
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to  the  juft  claimant,  what  afts  of 
grace  do  in  a  much  greater  mea- 
f'ure,  and  with  very  little  care, 
caution,  or  deliberation. 

I  fufpeft  that  here  too,  if  we 
contrive  to  oppofe  this  bill,  we 
fhall  be  found  in  a  ftruggle  againft 
the  nature  of  things.  For  as  we 
grow  enlightened,  the  public  will 
not  bear,  for  any  length  of  time, 
to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  whole 
armies  of  prifoners ;  nor,  at  their 
own  expence,  fubmit  to  keep  jails 
as  a  fort  of  garrifons,  merely  to 
fortify  the  abfurd '  principle  of 
making  men  judges  in  their  own 
caufe.  For  credit  has  little  or  no 
concern  in  this  cruelty.  I  Ipeak 
in  a  commercial  aflembly.  You 
know  that  credit  is  given,  becaufe 
capital  mufi  be  employed  :  that 
men  calculate  the  chances  of  in- 
folvency;  and  they  either  with¬ 
hold  the  credit,  or  make  the  debtor 
pay  the  rifque  in  the  price.  The 
counting-houfe  has  no  alliance 
with  the  jail.  Holland  underftands 
trade  as  well  as  we,  and  fne  has 
done  much  more  than  this  ob¬ 
noxious  bill  intended  to  do.  There 
was  not,  when  Mr.  Howard  vifited 
Holland,  more  than  one  prifoner 
for  debt  in  the  great  city  of  Rot¬ 
terdam.  Although  Lord  Beau¬ 
champ’s  a<?c  (which  was  previous 
to  this  bill,  and  intended  to  feel 
|he  way  for  it)  has  already  pre- 
ferved  liberty  to  thoufands ;  and 
though  it  is  not  three  years  fince 
the  Lift  aft  of  grace  pafted,  yet  by 
Mr.  Howard’s  laft  account,  there 
were  near  three -thoufand  again  in 
jail.  I  cannot  name  this  gentle¬ 
man  without  remarking,  that  his 
labours  and  writings  have  done 
much  to  open  the  eyes  and  hearts 
of  mankind.  He  has  vifited  all 
Europe, — not  to  furvey  the  fump- 
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tuoufnefs  of  palaces,  or  the  ftate- 
linefs  of  temples ;  not  to  make  ac¬ 
curate  meafurements  of  the  remains 
of  ancient  grandeur,  nor  to  form 
a  fcale  of  the  curiofity  of  modem 
art;  not  to  colleft  medals,  or  col¬ 
late  manuferipts but  to  dive 
into  the  deaths  of  dungeons  ;  to 
plunge  into  the  infeftion  of  hofpi- 
tals ;  to  furvey  the  manftons  of 
forrow  and  pain  ;  to  take  the  gage 
and  dimenfions  of  mifery,  depref- 
fion,  and  contempt ;  to  remember 
the  forgotten,  to  attend  to  the  ne- 
glefted,  to  vifit  the  forfaken,  and 
to  compare  and  collate  the  diftref- 
fes  of  all  men  in  all  countries. 
His  plan  is  original;  and  it  is  as 
full  of  genius  as  it  is  of  humanity. 
It  was  a  voyage  of  difeovery  ;  a 
circumnavigation  of  charity.  AL 
ready  the  benefit  of  his  labour  is 
felt  more  or  lefs  in  every  country  ; 
I- hope  he  will  anticipate  his  final 
reward,  by  feeing  all  its  effefts 
fully  realized  m  his  own.  Ke 
will  receive,  not  by  retail  but  in. 
grofs,  the  reward  of  thofe  who  vi- 
iit  the  prifoner;  and  he  has  To 
foreftalled  2nd  monopolized  this 
branch  of  charity,  that  there  will 
be,  I  truft,  little  room  to  merit 
by  fuck  afts  of  benevolence  here¬ 
after. 


Of  the  Pop  fa  penal  Lmvs  ;  nxtitb 
the  Characters  of  Sir  George  Sa- 
vi lie  and  Mr.  Dunning.  From 
the  fame . 

ENTLEMEN,  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  our  nature  is  fuch, 
that  we  buy  our  bleffings  at  a 
price.  The  Reformation,  one  01 
the  greateft  periods  of  human  im¬ 
provement,  was  a  time  of  trouble 
and  confufion.  The  vaft  thru  ft  a  re 
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of  fuperftition  and  tyranny,  which 
had  been  for  ages  in  rearing,  and 
which  was  combined  with  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  great  and  of  the  many ; 
which  was  moulded  into  the  laws, 
the  manners,  and  civii  inftitutions 
Of  nations,  and  blended  with  the 
frame  and  policy  of  dates  ;  could 
not  be  brought  to  the  ground  with¬ 
out  a  fearful  ftruggle  ;  nor  could 
it  fall  without  a  violent  concuiTion 
of  itfelf  and  all  about  it.  When 
this  great  revolution  was  attempt¬ 
ed  in  a  more  regular  mode  by  go¬ 
vernment,  it  was  oppofed  by  plots 
and  feditions  of  the  people  ;  when 
by  popular  efforts,  it  was  reprefied 
as  rebellion  by  the  hand  of  power; 
and  bloodyexecutions  (often  bloodi¬ 
ly  returned)  marked  the  whole  of 
its  progrefs  through  all  its  ftages. 
The  affairs  of  religion,  which  are 
no  longer  heard  of  in  the  tumult 
of  our  prefent  contentions,  made 
a  principal  ingredient  in  the  wars 
and  politics  of  that  time  ;  the  en- 
thufiafm  of  religion  threw  a  gloom 
over  the  politics  ;  and  political  in- 
terefts  poifoned  and  perverted  the 
fpirit  of  religion  upon  all  fades . 
The  Proteftant  religion  in  that 
violent  ftruggle,  infeded,  as  the 
Popifh  had  been  before,  by  world¬ 
ly  interefts  and  worldly  paflions, 
became  a  perfecutor  in  its  turn, 
fometimes  of  the  new  feds,  which 
carried  their  own  principles  further 
than  it  was  convenient  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal  reformers  ;  and  always  of 
the  body  from  w'hom  they  parted  ; 
and  this  perfecuting  f pi ri t  arofe, 
not  only,  from  the  bitternefs  of 
retaliation,  but  from  the  mercilefs 
policy  of  fear. 

It  was  long  before  the  fpirit  of 
true  piety  and  true  vvifdom,  in¬ 
volved  in  the  principles  of  the  Re¬ 
formation,  could  be  aepurated  from 
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the  dregs  and  feculence  of  the 
contention  with  which  it  was  car¬ 
ried  through.  However,  until  this 
be  done,  the  Reformation  is  not 
complete;  and  thofe  who  think 
themfelves  good  Proteftants,  from 
their  animofity  to  others,  are  hi 
that  refped  no  Proteftants  at  all. 
It  was  at  firft  thought  neceflary, 
perhaps,  to  oppofe  to  Popery  ano¬ 
ther  Popery,  to  get  the  better  of  it. 
Whatever  was  the  caufe,  laws  were 
made  in  many  countries,  and  in 
this  kingdom  in  particular,  againft 
Papifts,  which  are  as  bloody  as 
any  of  thofe  which  had  been  enaded 
by  the  Popifh  princes  and  ftates  ; 
and  where  thofe  laws  were  not 
bloody,  in  my  opinion,  they  were 
worfe ;  as  they  were  flow,  cruel 
outrages  on  our  nature,  and  kept 
men  alive  only  to  infult  in  their 
perfons,  every  one  of  the  rights 
and  feelings  of  humanity.  I  pafs 
thofe  ftatutes,  becaufe  I  would 
fpareyour  pious  ears  the  repetition 
of  fuch  fhocking  things ;  and  I  come 
to  that  particular  law,  the  repeal 
of  which  has  produced  fo  many 
unnatural  and  unexpeded  confe- 
quences. 

A  ftatute  was  fabricated  in  the 
year  1699,  by  which  the  faying 
mafs  (a  church- fervice  -in  the  La¬ 
tin  tongue,  not  exadly  the  fame 
as  our  Liturgy,  but  very  near  it, 
and  containing:  no  offence  what- 
foever  againft  the  laws,  or  againft 
good  morals)  was  forged  into  a 
crime  punifhable  with  perpetual  im- 
prifonment.  The  teaching  fchool, 
an  ufeful  and  virtuous  occupation, 
even  the  teaching  in  a  private  fa¬ 
mily,  was  in  every  Catholic  fub- 
jeded  to  the  fame  un proportioned 
punifhment.  Your  induftry,  and 
the  bread  of  your  children,  was 
taxed  for  a  pecuniary  reward  to 
D  2  itimulate 
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Simulate  avarice  to  do  what  na 
tare  refufed,  to  inform  and  profe- 
cute  on  this  law.  Every  Roman 
Catholic  was,  under  the  lame  aft, 
to  forfeit  his  eftate  to  his  neareif 
Protedant  relation,  until,  through 
a  prcfeflion  of  what  he  did  not  be¬ 
lieve,  he  redeemed  by  his  hypo- 
crify,  what  the  law  had  transfer¬ 
red  to  the  kinfman  as  the  recom- 
pence  of  his  profligacy.  When 
thus  turned  out  of  doors  from  his 
paternal  edate,  he  was  difabled 
from  acquiring  any  other  by  any 
indudry,  donation,  or  charity  : 
but  was  rendered  a  foreigner  in 
his  native  land,  only  becaufe  he 
retained  the  religion,  along  with 
the  property,  handed  down  to 
him  from  thofe  who  had  been  the 
old  inhabitants  of  that  land  before 
him. 

Does  any  one  who  hears  me 
approve  this  fcheme  of  things, 
or  think  there  is  common  juftice, 
common  fenfe,  or  common  honedy 
in  any  part  of  it?  If  any  does, 
let  him  fay  it,  and  I  am  ready  to 
difcufs  the  point  with  temper  and 
candour.  But  in  dead  of  approv¬ 
ing,  I  perceive  a  virtuous  indigna¬ 
tion  beginning  to  rife  in  your 
minds  on  the  mere  cold  dating  of 
-  the  datute. 

But  what  will  you  feel,  when 
you  know  from  hidory  how  this 
datute  palled,  and  what  were  the 
motives,  and  what  the  mode  of 
making  it  ?  A  party  in  this  nation, 
enemies  to  the  fydem  of  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  were  in  oppofition  to  the 
government  of  King  William. 
They  knew,  that  our  glorious  de¬ 
liverer  was  an  enemy  to  all  perfe¬ 
ction.  They  knew  that  he  came 
to  free  us  from  flavery  and  Po¬ 
pery,  out  of  a  Country,  where  a 
third  of  the  people  are  contented 


Catholics  under  a  Proteflant  go¬ 
vernment,  He  came  with  a  part 
of  his  army  compofed  of  thofe  very 
Catholics,  to  overfet  the  power  of 
a  Popilh  prince.  Such  is  the  ef- 
feft  of  a  tolerating  fpirit ;  and  fo 
much  is  liberty  ferved  in  every 
way,  and  by  all  perfons,  by  a  man¬ 
ly  adherence  to  its  own  principles. 
Whild  freedom  is  true  to  itfelf, 
every  thing  becomes  fubjeft  to  it; 
and  its  very  adverfaries  are  an  in- 
drument  in  its  hands. 

The  party  I  fpeak  of  (like  fome 
amongd  us  who  would  difparage 
the  bed  friends  of  their  country) 
refolved  to  make  the  king  either 
violate  his  principles  of  toleration, 
or  incur  the  odium  of  proceeding 
Papifts.  They  therefore  brought 
in  this  bill,  and  made  it  purpofely 
wicked  and  abfurd  that  it  might 
be  rejefted.  The  then  court- party, 
difeovering  their  game,  turned  the 
tables  on  them,  and  returned  their 
bill  to  them  duffed  with  dill  great¬ 
er  abfurdities,  that  its  lofs  might 
lie  upon  its  original  authors. 
They,  finding  their  own  ball 
thrown  back  to  them,  kicked  it 
back  again  to  their  adverfaries. 
And  thus  this  aft,  loaded  with  the 
double  injudice  of  two  parties, 
neither  of  whom  intended  to  pafs, 
what  they  hoped  the  other  would 
be  perfuaded  to  rejeft,  went  thro’ 
the  legiflature,  contrary  to  the 
real  wilh  of  all  parts  of  it,  and  of 
all  the  parties  that  compofed  it. 
In  this  manner  thefe  infolent  and 
profligate  faftions,  as  if  they  were 
playing  with  balls  and  counters, 
made  a  fport  of  the  fortunes  and 
the  liberties  of  their  fellow-crea¬ 
tures.  Other  afts  of  perfecution 
have  been  afts  of  malice.  This 
was  a  fubverfion  of  juflice  from 
wantonnefs  and  petulance.  Look 
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into  hidory  of  Bifhop  Burnet.  He 
is  a  witnefs  without  exception. 

The  effects  of  the  aCt  have  been 
as  mifchievous,  as  its  origin  was 
ludicrous  and  fhameful.  From 
that  time  every  perfon  of  that 
communion,  lav  and  ecclefiadic, 
has  been  obliged  to  fly  from  the 
face  of  day.  The  clergy,  conceal* 
ed  in  garrets  of  private-houfes,  or 
obliged  to  take  a  lhelter  (hardly 
fate  to  themfeives,  but  infinitely 
dangerous  to  their  country)  under 
the  privileges  of  foreign  miniders, 
officiated  as  their  fervants,  and 
under  their  prote&ion.  The  whole 
body  of  the  Catholics,  condemned 
to  beggary  and  to  ignorance  in 
their  native  land,  have  been  oblig¬ 
ed  to  learn  the  principles  of  let¬ 
ters,  at  the  hazard  of  all  their  other 
principles,  from  the  charity  of 
your  enemies.  They  have  been 
taxed  to  their  ruin  at  the  pleafure 
of  neceflitous  and  profligate  rela¬ 
tions,  and  according  to  the  mea- 
fure  of  their  Recefiity  and  profli¬ 
gacy.  Examples  of  this  are  many 
and  affeCting.  Some  of  them  are 
known  by  a  friend  who  Hands 
near  me  in  this  hall.  It  is  but  fix 
or  feven  years  fince  a  clergyman  of 
the  name  of  Malony,  a  man  of 
morals,  neither  guilty  nor  accufed 
of  any  thing  noxious  to  the  Hate, 
was  condemned  to  perpetual  im- 
prifonment  for  exercifing  the  func¬ 
tions  of  his  religion  ;  and  after  ly¬ 
ing  in  jail  two  or  three  years,  was 
relieved  by  the  mercy  of  govern-r 
menc  from  perpetual  imprifon- 
ment,  on  condition  of  perpetual 
banifhment.  A  brother  of  the 
Eari  of  Shrewfbury,  a  Talbot,  a 
name  refpeCtable  in  this  county, 
whilft  its  glory  is  any  part  of  its 
concern,  was  hauled  to  the  bar  of 
the  Old  Bailey  among  common  fe- 
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Ions,  and  only  efcaped  the  fame 
doom,  either  by  fome  error  in  the 
procefs,  or  that  the  wretch  who 
brought  him  there  could  not  cor¬ 
rectly  defcribe  his  perfon  ;  I  now 
forget  which. — In  diort,  the  perfe¬ 
ction  would  never  have  relented 
for  a  moment,  if  the  judges,  fu- 
perfeding  (though  with  an  ambi¬ 
guous  example)  the  drift  rule  of 
their  artificial  duty  by  the  higher 
ohlipati  on  of  their  confcience,  did 

o  ^ 

net  conftantly  throw  every  difficul¬ 
ty  in  the  way  of  fuch  informers. 
But  fo  ineffectual  is  the  power  of 
legal  evafion  againft  legal  iniquity, 
that  it  was  but  the  other  day,  that 
a  lady  of  condition,  beyond  the 
middle  of  life,  was  on  the  point  of 
being  dripped  of  her  whole  fortune 
by  a  near  relation,  to  whom  fhe 
had  been  a  friend  and  benefaftor: 
and  fhe  mud  have  been  totally 
ruined,  without  a  power  of  redrefs 
or  mitigation  from  the  courts  of 
law,  had  not  the  legifiature  itfelf 
rufhed  in,  and  by  a  fpecial  aft  of 
parliament  refeued  her  from  the 
injuflice  of  its  own  datutes.  One 
of  the  afts  authorifing  fuch  things 
was  that  which  we  in  part  repealed, 
knowing  what  our  duty  was ;  and 
doing  that  duty  as  men  of  honour 
and  virtue,  as  good  Proteflants, 
and  as  good  citizens,  Eet  him 
Hand  forth  that  difapproves  what 
we  have  done  I 

Gentlemen,  bad  laws  are  the 
word  fort  of  tyranny.  In  fuch  a, 
country  as  this,  they  are  of  all  bad 
things  the  word,  worfe  by  far 
than  any  where  elfe ;  and  they 
derive  a  particular  malignity  eveil 
from  th.e  wifdom  and  foundnefs  of 
the  red  of  our  indituiions.  For 
very  ohvious  reafons  you  cannot 
trud  the  crown  with  a  difpenfing 
power  over  any  of  your  laws.  How- 

D  3  ever* 
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ever,  a  government,  be  it  as  bad 
as  it  may,  will,  in  the  exercife  of 
a  difcretjonary  power,  difcriminate 
times  and  perfons  ;  and  will  not 
ordinarily  purfue  any  man,  when 
its  own  fafety  is  not  concerned. 
A  mercenary  informer  knows  no 
d'iftindion'.  Under  fuch  a  fyftem, 
the  obnox'ous  people  are  flaves, 
not  only  to  the  government,  but 
they  live  at  the  mercy  of  every  in¬ 
dividual  ;  they  are  at  once  rhe 
flaves  of  the  whole  community, 
and  of  every  part  of  it;  and  the 
word  and  moft  unmerciful  men 
are  thofe  on  whofe  goodnefs  they 
moft  depend. 

in  this  fuuation  rnen  not  only 
ill  fin  Pc  from  the  frowns  of  a  ftern 
magiflrate ;  but  they  are  obliged 
to  fly  from  their  very  fpecies.  The 
feeds  of  deftrudion  are  fown  in  ci¬ 
vil  intercourfe,  in  fociai  habitudes. 
The  blood  of  whoiefome  kindred 
is  infeded.  Their  tables  and  beds 
are  furrounded  with  fnares.  All 
the  means  given  by  Providence  to 
make  life  fafe  and  Comfortable, 
are  perverted  into  inftr aments  of 
terror  and  torment.  This  fpecies 
of  nniverfal  fubferviency,  that 
makes  the  very  fervant  who  waits 
behind  your  chair,  the  arbiter  of 
your  life  and  fortune,  has  fuch  a 
tendency  to  degrade  and  abafe 
mankind,  and  to  deprive  them  of 
that  aflured  and  liberal  ftate  of 
mind,  which  alone  can  make  us 
what  we  ought  to  be,  that  I  vow 
to  God  I  would  fooner  bring  my- 
felf  to  put  a  man  to  immediate 
death  for  opinions  I  diiliked,  and 
fo  to  get  rid  of  the  man  and  his 
opinions  at  once,  than  tb  fret  him 
with  a  feverifh  being,  tainted  with 
the  jaii-diftemper  of  a  contagious 
fervitude,  to  keep  him  above 
ground,  an  animated  mafs  of  pu¬ 


trefaction,  corrupted  himfelf,  and 
corrupting  all  about  him. 

The  ad  repealed  was  of  this  di¬ 
rect  tendency;  and  it  was  made  in 
the  manner  which  I  have  related  to 
you.  1  will  now  tell  you  by  whom 
the  bill  of  repeal  was  brought  into 
parliament.  I  find  it  has  been  in- 
duftrioufly  given  out  in  this  city 
(from  kindnefs  to  me  unqueition- 
ably)  that  I  was  the  mover  or  the 
feconder.  The  fad  is,  I  did  not 
on^e  open  my  lips  On  the  fubjed 
during  the  whole  progrefs  of  the 
bill.  I  do  not  fay  this  as  dif- 
c'l aiming  my  fnare  in  that  meafure. 
Uery  far  from  it.  I  inform  you 
of  this  fad,  left  I  fhou.ld  feem 
to  arrogate  to  myfelf  the  merits 
which  belong  to  others.  To  have 
been  the  man  chofen  out  to  re¬ 
deem  our  fellow-citizens  from  ila- 
very  ;  to  purify  our  lav/s  from  ab- 
futdity  and  injuftice  ;  and  to 
clean le  our  religion  from  the  blot 
and  flam  of  perfecution,  would  be 
an  honour  and  happinefs  to  which 
my  wifhes  would  undoubtedly 
afpire  ;  but  to  which  nothing  but 
my  wifhes  could  poflibly  have  en¬ 
titled  me.  That  great  work  was 
in  hands  in  every  refped  far  better 
qualified  than  mine.  The  mover 
of  the  bill  was  Sir  George  Sa- 
vile. 

When  an  ad  of  great  and  fignal 
humanity  was  to  be  done,  and  done 
with  all  the  weight  and  authority 
that  belonged  to  it,  the  world 
could  cafe  its  eyes  upon  none  but 
him.  I  hope  that  few  things, 
which  have  a  tendency  to  blefs  or 
to  adorn  life,  have  wholly  efcaped 
my  obfervation  in  my  paflage 
through  it.  I  have  fought  the  ac¬ 
quaintance  of  that  gentleman,  and 
have  feen  him  in  all  fituations. 
He  is  a  true  genius ;  with  an  un¬ 
derhand- 
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derdanding  vigorous,  and  acute, 
and  refined,  and  didinguifhing 
even  to  excefs  ;  and  illuminated 
with  a  mod  unbounded,  peculiar, 
and  original  cad  of  imagination. 
With  thel'e  he  poffeffes  many  ex¬ 
ternal  and  indrumental  advan¬ 
tages  ;  and  he  makes  ufe  of  them 
all.  His  fortune  is  among  the 
larged  ;  a  fortune  which,  wholly 
unincumbred,  as  it  is,  with  one 
dngle  charge  from  luxury,  vanity, 
or  excefs,  finks  under  the  benevo¬ 
lence  of  its  difpenfer.  This  pri¬ 
vate  benevolence,  expanding  itfelf 
into  patriotifm,  renders  his  whole 
being  the  edate  of  the  public,  in 
which  he  has  not  referved  a  pecu¬ 
liars  for  himfelf  of  profit,  diver- 
iion,  or  relaxation.  During  the 
fefiicn,  the  fird  in,  and  the  lad 
out  of  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  he 
paffes  from  the  fenate  to  the  camp; 
and,  feldom  feeing  the  feat  of  his 
ancedors,  he  is  always  in  parlia¬ 
ment  to  ferve  his  country,  or  in 
the  field  to  defend  it.  But  in  all 
well-wrought  compofitions,  fome 
particulars  dand  out  more  emi¬ 
nently  than  the  red  ;  and  the 
things  which  will  carry  his  name 
to  poderity,  are  his  two  bills ;  I 
mean  that  for  a  limitation  of  the 
claims  of  the  crown  upon  landed 
edates  ;  and  this  for  the  relief  of 
the  Roman  Catholics.  By  the 
former,  he  has  emancipated  pro¬ 
perty  ;  by  the  latter,  he  has  quiet¬ 
ed  confcience ;  and  by  both,  he 
has  taught  that  grand  leffon  to  go¬ 
vernment  and  fubject, — no  longer 
to  regard  each  other  as  adverfe 
parties. 

Such  was  the  mover  of  the  a& 
that  is  complained  of  by  men,  who 
are  not  quite  fo  good  as  he  is ;  an 
adt,  mod  affyredly  not  brought  in 
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by  him  from  any  partiality  to  that 
fedl  which  is  the  object  of  it.  For, 
among  his  faults,  I  really  cannot 
help  reckoning  a  greater  degree  of 
prejudice  again d  that  people,  than 
becomes  fo  wife  a  man.  I  know 
that  he  inclines  to  a  fort  of  difgud, 
mixed  with  a  confiderable  degree 
of  afperity,  to  the  fydem  ;  and  he 
has  few,  or  rather  no  habits  with 
any  of  its  profedbrs.  What  he 
has  done  was  on  quite  other  mo¬ 
tives.  The  motives  were  thefe* 
which  he  declared  in  his  excellent 
fpeech  on  his  motion  for  the  bill  ; 
namely,  his  extreme  zeal  to  the 
Protedant  religion,  which  he 
thought  utterly  dlfgraced  by  the 
adt  of  1699  ;  and  his  rooted  hatred 
to  all  kind  of  oppreffion,  under 
any  colour  or  upon  any  pretence 
whatfoever. 

The  feconder  was  worthy  of  the 
mover,  and  the  motion.  I  was 
not  the  feconder  ;  it  was  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning,  recorder  of  this  city.  I 
fhall  fay  the  lefs  cf  him,  becaufe 
his  near  relation  to  you  makes  you 
more  particularly  acquainted  with 
his  merits.  But  I  fhould  appear 
little  acquainted  with  them,  or 
little  fenfible  of  them,  if  I  could 
utter  his  name  on  this  occadon 
without  expreffing  my  edeem  for 
his  character.  I  am  not  afraid  of 
offending  a  mod  learned  body,  and 
mod  jealous  of  its  reputation  fot 
that  learning,  when  I  fay  he  is 
the  fird  of  his  profeffion.  It  is  a 
point  fettled  by  thofe  who  fettle 
every  thing  elfe ;  and  I  mud  add 
(what  I  am  enabled  to  fay  from 
my  own  long  and  elefe  obferva- 
tion)  that  there  is  not  a  man,  of 
any  profedion,  or  in  any  fituation, 
of  a  more  ere<d  and  independent 
fpirit ;  of  a  more  proud  honour ; 
D  4  a  more 
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a  more  manly  mind ;  a  more  firm 
and  determined  integrity.  Allure 
yourfelves,  that  the  names  of  two 
Such  men  will  bear  a  great  load  of 
prejudice  in  the  other  fcale,  before 
they  can  be  entirely  outweighed. 

With  this.  mover,  and  this  fe- 
£0nder,  agreed  the  '-whole  Houfe 
of  commons;  the  whole  houfe  of 
lords ;  the  whole  bench  of  biihops ; 
the  king;  the  rniniflry ;  the  op- 
pofition  ;  all  the  dikinguifhed 
clergy  of  the  eftablifhment ;  all  the 
eminent  lights  (for  they  were  con¬ 
sulted)  of  the  Djffenting  churches. 
This  according  voice  of  national 
wifdom  ought  to  be  likened  to  with 
reverence.  To  fay  that  all  thefe 
defcriptions  of  Englishmen  unani¬ 
mously  concurred  in  a  fcheme  for 
introducing  the  Catholic  religion, 
pr  that  none  of  them  underhood 
the  nature  and  effe&s  of  what  they 
were  doing,  fo  well  as  a  few  ob- 
fcure  clubs  of  people,  whofe  names 
you  never  head  of,  is  Shamelefsly 
abfurd.  Surely  it  is  paying  a  mi¬ 
serable  compliment  to  the  religion 
we  prpfefs,  to  fuggeft,  that  every 
thing  eminent  in  the  kingdom  is 
indifferent,  or  even  adverfe  to  that 
religion,  and  that  its  fecurity  is 
wholly  abandoned  to  the  zeal  of 
thofe,  who  have  nothing  but  their 
zeai  to  diflinguifh  them.  In  weight¬ 
ing  this  unanimous  concurrence  of 
whatever  the  nation  has  to  boak 
of,  I  hope  you  will  recoiled,  that 
all  thefe  concurring  parties  do  by 
no  means  love  one  another  enough 
to  agree  in  any  point,  which  was 
pot  both  evidently,  and  import- 
amly,  right. 


1780. 

Adventures  of  Eyles  Irwin,  Efq% 
in  a  V oyage  up  the  Red  fea,  and 
in  a  ‘Journey  through  the  Deferts  of 
1  hebais.  From  his  Letters ,  4 to. 

IN  the  year  1777,  Mr.  Irwin,  a 
gentleman  in  the  Eak-India 
Company’s  fervice,  was  fent  front 
Madrafs  with  difpatchcs  for  Eng- 
lan  d.  He  embarked  on  board  the 
fnow  Adventure,  Captain  Bacon, 
in  company  with  three  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  Major  Alexander,  Mr. 
Hammond,  and  Lieutenant  *  *  *, 
a  gentleman  whofe  name  is  kindly 
fuppreSTed,  fpr  a  reafon  that  will 
appear  in  due  time;  bound  for 
Mocha  on  the  coak  of  Arabia  Fe¬ 
lix:  with  a  lefolution,  either  to 
reach  Suez  by  a  voyage  up  the 
Red-Sea,  or  to  proceed  by  land  to 
the  port  of  Alexandria,  and  thence 
to  take  Shipping  for  Europe.  In 
eight  weeks,  owing  to  the  late- 
nefs  of  the  feafon,  they  eifeded  a 
paifage  to  Mocha.  Here  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  have  a  refident, 
and  Mr.  Irwin  and  his  party  kaid 
till  the  Ship  had  laid  in  Stores  for 
the  voyage  up  the  Red- Sea.  Qf 
the  cukoms  of  the  country,  he 
gives  the  following  account : 

The  women  in  Arabia  are  kept 
in  much  Stricter  confinement,  than 
thofe  of  their  religion  in  India. 
The  females  of  rank  are  Shut  up 
in  their  apartments,  and  never  hir 
abroad,  except  now  and  then,  to 
accompany  their  hufoands  on  an 
excursion  to  the  vallies.  They  are 
veiled  at  thefe  times  from  head  tq 
foot,  and  fent  off  upon  horfe-back 
under  cover  of  the  night.  But  this 
fimple  recreation  does  not  fall  often 
to  their  lot.  The  civilized  Arabs 
are  pf  all  nations  the  leak  inclined 
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to  a&ion  ;  and  it  is  to  be  fuppofed, 
that  women  born  here  live  and  die, 
without  dirring  out  of  the  walls  of 
Mocha:  fuch  is  the  tax  that  is 
laid  cn  birth  and  greatnefs,  even 
in  the  remote  country  of  Arabia. 

To  thofe  of  a  lower  degree,  there 
is  fome  deviation  permitted  from 
the  frverity  of  this  cudom.  Though 
there  are  no  public  Hummums  for 
the  women  to  refort  to  as  in  T urky, 
they  are  indulged  with  the  free¬ 
dom  of  vifiting  their  neighbours, 
when  the  dufic  of  the  evening  can 
fkreen  their  perfons  from  obierva- 
tion  :  for  the  thick  veils  in  which 
their  faces  are  buried  utterly  pre¬ 
clude  the  poflibility  of  didinguifh- 
ing  their  features.  We  have  met 
them  ourfelves  in  the  dreets,  and 
have  conceived  a  favourable  idea 
of  their  faces,  from  the  fymmetry 
of  their  figures. 

Incontinence  is  held  much  more 
criminal  among  the  fingle  than 
married  females.  Though  adul¬ 
tery  is  punifhed  with  a  heavy  fine, 
the  fedu&ion  of  a  virgin  is  attend¬ 
ed  by  a  more  ferious  corre&ion. 
Jn  this  they  differ  from  the  laws 
of  more  enlightened  kingdoms, 
where  an  injury  of  this  nature  is 
rot  only  unpunifhable  by  any 
courfe  of  law,  but  the  matter  it- 
fe If  is  treated  in  a  very  light  man¬ 
ner.  And  here  the  charadler  of 
the  Arabian  J,egiflator  rifes  far 
beyond  the  boafled  policy  of  Eu¬ 
ropean  dates.  To  his  judice  it  is 
owing,  that  the  dedruftion  of  in¬ 
nocence  is  held  in  fuch  abhor¬ 
rence  ;  and  to  his  re&itude  of 
thinking,  that  the  mere  accom¬ 
plice  of  a  lewd  woman  fhould  en¬ 
counter  lefs  rigorous  treatment, 
than  the  mean  betrayer  of  unex¬ 
perienced  ijinpljpity. 
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We  were  furprized  at  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Chriftian  renegadoes  that 
refide  at  Mocha.  Not,  that  the 
apodacy  of  men,  who  perhaps  had 
no  fenfe  of  religion  until  they  pro- 
feded  Mahometanifm,  could  pro¬ 
voke  our  wonder  ;  but  how  their 
worldly  intereds  could  be  advanced 
by  the  change.  Reduced  to  a  pi¬ 
tiful  fublidence,  and  held  in  de- 
ferved  contempt  by  the  natives, 
we  fhould  have  furmifed  their  de- 
fe&ion  to  be  merely  the  effects  of 
defpair ;  and  that  the  fugitives 
from  judice  alone  fought  their 
fafety  at  this  price,  had  not  the 
example  of  a  Greek  pried  fome- 
vvhat  fhaken  our  opinion.  This 
pried,  by  name  Ananias,  I  re¬ 
member  to  have  heard  mentioned 
in  Bengal,  as  a  miracle  of  piety. 
And  yet  in  the  feventieth  year  of 
his  age  did  he  publicly  abjure  the 
Chriilian  religion,  in  the  courfe 
of  a  pilgrimage  to  Mount  Sinai. 
He  was  circumcifed,  and  received 
into  the  Mahometan  church;  and, 
to  crown  the  whole  of  this  drange 
proceeding,  was  led  about  the  city 
for  three  days,  according  to  cuf¬ 
tom,  mounted  on  an  afs,  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  alms  of  the  faithful,  which 
every  convert  is  entitled  to  on  his 
admidion  to  their  myderies.  This 
happened  during  our  fhort  day  at 
Mocha  ;  and  is  one  of  the  greated: 
indances  of  the  infirmity  of  human 
nature,  which  has  come  within  the 
fphere  of  my  obfervation. 

Having  taken  in  proper  provi- 
fions,  they  re-im barked  on  a  voy- 
age  up  the  Red- Sea  to  Suez,  which 
is  but  a  fhort  journey  from  Grand 
Cairo.  The  paffage  up  the  Red- 
Sea,  little  known  to  Europeans, 
is  rendered  extremely  dangerous 
by  rocks  and  Ihoals,  and,  the 
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wind  being  againft  them,  they 
could  not  run  more  than  thirty 
miles  upon  one  tack :  their  me¬ 
thod  was  to  make  one  £hore  about 
fun- let,  then  to  tack  and  hand 
over  for  the  oppoiite  fhore  until 
day-break. 

Wlien  the  vefTel  had  beat  up  in 
that  manner  for  fome  time,  they 
fuddenly  found  themfelves  about 
fun-fet  on  a  hazy  evening  driven 
by  the  current  among  a  line  of 
rocks  and  fhoals  on  the  Ara¬ 
bian  coafl,  and  in  imminent 
danger  of  deftru&ion.  The  fnow 
Aurora  had  been  loft  in  the 
fame  place,  about  fix  months  be¬ 
fore.  After  an  anxious  perilous 
night,  and  various  intricate  tra- 
verfes,  they  took  refuge  in  the 
harbour  of  Yambo,  that  appeared 
in  fight  in  the  morning.  Here 
they  congratulated  themfelves  with 
a  conclusion  of  their  troubles, 
having  heard  of  the  hofpitality  of 
the  placO,  from  the  crew  of  the 
above  fhip-  wrecked  vefTel,  who 
had  owed  their  fafety  to  the  inha¬ 
bitants.  Th  is  port  was  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Medina;  and  as 
the  Adventure  had  landed  a  con¬ 
siderable  fum  of  money  at  Mocha, 
being  a  prefent  from  the  Nabob 
of  the  Carnatic  to  the  temple  of 
Mecca,  they  doubted  not  of  re¬ 
ceiving  the  moft  favourable  treat¬ 
ment  at  Yambo. 

Neverthelefs,  after  the  gentle¬ 
men  with  the  captain  had  been  de¬ 
coyed  afhore  by  the  moll  plaufible 
invitation  from  the  vizier  of  the 
town  ;  and  being  amufed  in  their 
negociations  for  a  pilot  to  conduCl 
the  fhip  to  Suez  ;  they  were  at 
length  refufed  all  affillance  by  the 
vizier,  under  pretence  of  waiting 
far  an  order  from  the  Xerif  of 


Mecca,  and  in  the  mean  time  a 
guard  was  placed  over  them,  and 
they  were  kept  in  ftrid  confine¬ 
ment.  In  the  evening,  the  vizier 
fent  to  the  captain  to  defue  he 
would  order  the  fhip  into  the  har¬ 
bour.  They  now  began  to  fufpedl 
that  fome  black  defign  was  in  agi¬ 
tation,  and  their  firft  refolution 
was  to  attempt  to  gain  their  boat 
by  force,  and  return  on  board. 
But  vvhilft  they  were  confulting  on 
this  point,  their  boat’s  crew  was 
fent  to  the  fame  place  of  confine¬ 
ment,  and  the  boat  itfelf  removed 
to  fome  fecret  place  — -  frefh  in¬ 
junctions  alfo  were  fent  to  the 
captain  to  order  the  fhip  into  har¬ 
bour.  As  they  had  no  doubts  but 
that  this  was  done  with  a  defign 
to  get  the  vefTel  into  their  power* 
and  thereby  prevent  the  difcovery 
of  their  villainy  :  they  refolved,  as 
the  only  chance  of  faving  their 
lives,  to  fend  pofitive  orders  to 
the  mate  to  weigh  or  flip  his  an¬ 
chor  with  the  frit  favourable  wind, 
make  the  belt  of  his  way  to  Judda, 
and  acquaint  the  Englifh  {hips 
there  with  their  fituation.  This 
was  accordingly  done— a  faithful 
Arabian  who  had  been  their  inter¬ 
preter,  and  had  attached  himfelf 
to  them,  carried  the  letter  to  the 
vizier—- his  ignorance  of  our  lan¬ 
guage  favoured  their  defign,  and 
the  interpreter  palled  it  off  for  an 
order  to  come  immediately  into 
harbour.  For  two  days,  the  wind 
being  unfavourable,  they  were  in 
the  in  oil  dreadful  fufpence.  At 
length  they  faw  the  fhip  getting 
under  vvay  ;  but  the  weather  fud- 
denly  changing,  fhe  ran  amongft 
the  breakers:  the  Arabians  attack¬ 
ed  her  from  the  fhore,  and  the 
people  on  board  were  afraid  of 
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defending  themfelves,  as  the  con¬ 
sequence  of  killing  an'  Arabian, 
would  have  been  the  certain  death 
of  the  party  on  (hore.  They  foon 
after  got  pofl'eflion  of  the  (hip,  and 
took  out  all  the  guns  and  Small 
arms. 

During  the  three  days  they  had 
now  been  here,  many  trading 
boats  having  failed  in  and  out  of 
the  harbour,  the  vizier  was  de¬ 
prived  of  all  hopes  of  making  a  Se¬ 
cret  prize  of  the  veffel.  He  there¬ 
fore  entered  into  a  kind  of  treaty 
with  the  prifoners,  and  after  extort¬ 
ing  coniiderable  fumsof  money  from 
them,  and  detaining  them  a  month, 
by  which  time,  the  northern  mon- 
foons  fet  in,  he  agreed  to  fend 
them  away  to  Suez  in  a  boat,  for 
which,  they  were  to  pay  the  ex¬ 
travagant  price  of  650  dollars. 
However,  they  had  nothing  left 
but  to  fubmit,  and  the  company, 
confiding  of  Mr.  Irwin,  Major 
Alexander,  Lieutenant  *  *  *,  at¬ 
tended  by  four  Servants  and  Ibra¬ 
him,  the  Arabian  interpreter,  em¬ 
barked  on  board  their  boat.  This 
boat,  which  from  the  price  they 
paid  for  her,  they  named  the  Im¬ 
position,  afforded  thefe  four  gen¬ 
tlemen  no  more  accommodation 
than  a  Square  of  about  five  feet 
diameter,  being  formed  of  their 
chefts,  with  no  defence  againft  the 
mid. day  fun  Or  mid-night  dews. 
Their  Servants  and  the  boat’s  crew 
Sufficiently  occupied  the  reft. 

At  the  commencement  of  this 
vovage,  the  lieutenant  before-men¬ 
tioned  discovered  by  many  extra¬ 
vagances,  that  the  treatment  they 
had  received  at  Yambo  had  difor- 
clered  his  intellects.  He  had  be¬ 
trayed  fears  for  his  life  from  his 
firft  entrance  into  the  boat,  and 
retarded  their  departure  by  efcap- 
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ing  alhore,  where  he  went  back 
to  the  vizier  to  communicate  his 
apprehenfions.  He  was  brought 
on  board  again,  where  every  thing 
was  done  to  quiet  his  mind,  and 
divert  him ;  but  with  fo  little  fuc- 
cefs,  that  the  Arabs  were  in  turn 
alarmed  at  his  mad  freaks,  and 
pofitively  refufed  to  proceed  on 
their  voyage,  if  he  remained  on 
board.  In  this  dilemma  they  were 
forced  to  fend  the  poor  man  back 
to  Yambo,  with  a  recommendation 
to  the  care  of  Captain  Bacon  of 
the  Adventure;  and  had  after¬ 
ward  the  fatisfadiion  to  hear  of  his 
recovery. 

After  a  tedious  coafting  voyage 
up  the  Arabian  fhore  for  a  month, 
the  boatmen,  when  they  arrived 
at  the  gulph  of  Suez,  Hood  over 
to  the  Egyptian  (hore  under  the 
advantage  of  the  night,  and  made 
for  the  port  of  Cofire,  which  is 
about  half-way  between  Yambo 
and  Suez.  The  gentlemen  now 
found  that  the  boat  was  originally- 
bound  only  for  Cofire,  and  that 
the  vizier  of  Yambo,  by  making 
an  exorbitant  charge  for  a  voyage 
to  Suez,  had  doubly  cheated  them; 
befide  expofing  them  to  a  much 
longer  and  more  dangerous  journey 
by  land,  than  if  they  had  been 
conveyed  to  the  port  for  which 
they  had  paid  their  paflage. 

Cofire,  which  (lands  in  26  deg, 
20  min.  north  latitude,  is  defcrib- 
ed  as  the  Southern- moft  port  on 
the  coaft  of  Egypt,  and  to  have 
been  of  great  note,  and  to  be  (till 
considerable,  for  the  exportation 
of  grain  to  Arabia,  which  is 
brought  in  caravans  from  the 
Nile.  The  town  is  however  in  a 
miferable  (late  of  decay,  and  the 
afpedt  of  the  country  round  is 
dreary  ;  the  eye  cannot  catch  a 
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verdant  fpot,  and  this  defert  is  the 
barrier  to  the  celebrated  and  fer¬ 
tile  land  of  Upper  Egypt. 

There  was  now  no  remedy,  but 
to  land  at  the  place  to  which  they 
were  carried  ;  and  to'  wait  the  fet- 
ting  out  of  a  caravan  with  which 
they  might  travel  to  the  Nile. 
The  novelty  of  their  European 
drefs  procured  them  many  vifi- 
tors;  to  leffen  therefore  the  no¬ 
tice  they  attra&ed,  they  refolved 
to  afTume  the  veftments  of  the 
Eafterns ;  and  as  being  alfo  better 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  the  cli¬ 
mate.  Their  flay  in  this  place 
was  at  a  continual  expence  of 
prefents  of  one  kind  or  other, 
which  their  new  acquaintances 
contrived  to  get  from  them  by  in- 
fjnuations  and  importunities ;  hav¬ 
ing  conceived  high  ideas  of  their 
wealth  by  their  baggage.  The  de¬ 
lay  of  the  arrival  of  the  expected 
caravan,  by  the  return  of  which 
they  were  to  proceed  to  the  Nile, 
proved  a  good  opening  to  the 
Arabian  Shaik  to  profit  by  their 
eagernefs  to  depart.  He  offered 
to  procure  them  as  many  camels 
as  they  required  for  them  and  their 
baggage  ;  for  which,  however, 
they  were  to  pay  double  price  of 
camel-hire  to  Ghinnah,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  fcarcity  of  thofe  ani¬ 
mals  at  that  time.  To  this  mea- 
fure  they  would  have  agreed,  had 
not  the  price  he  demanded  exceed¬ 
ed  trebly  what  it  ought  to  have 
done  according  to  his  own  calcu¬ 
lation.  The  news  of  the  approach 
of  the  caravan  put  an  end  to  the 
negociation,  but  afforded  him  op¬ 
portunity  to  begin  another  for  the 
loan  of  twenty  dollars  which  he 
faid  he  wanted  to  purchafe  coffee  ; 
this  requeft,  which  thefr  know¬ 
ledge  ot  the  Arabs  taught  them  to 


confider  but  as  an  indirefl  mode 
of  begging,  their  fituation  induced 
them  to  comply  with  ;  and  the 
crafty  veteran  received  them  with 
many  profcffions  of  gratitude,  and 
promifes  to  expedite  their  jour¬ 
ney. 

The  next  morning  was  ufhered 
in  by  a  vifit  from  the  Shaik,  at¬ 
tended  by  the  principal  Arabs  of 
the  town,  whofe  errand  was  to  fee 
what  they  could  ftrip  the  travellers 
of  before  their  departure,  200  ca¬ 
mels  of  the  caravan  having  arrived 
the  preceding  evening.  When 
the  gentlemen  determined  to  bring 
them  to  the  point  of  naming  the 
fum  total  they  were  to  pay  for  car¬ 
riage  to  Ghinnah,  they  delivered 
the  following  bill : 

Dollars. 

To  the  government  of  Co- 
fire  for  its  protection 
To  twelve  camels  from 
hence  to  Ghinnah 
Two  foldiers  for  a  guard  10 

To  a  prefent  to  the  Shaik 
for  his  company 
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It  is  to  be  obferved  that  the  ufual 
hire  of  a  camel  for  that  journey 
was  but  two  dollars  ;  they  paid  the 
money  however  on  the  fpot  to  the 
great  fatisfaCtion  of  their  vifitors, 
placing  all  their  fufferings  to  the 
account  of  the  Vizier  of  Yambo. 
The  fufpicions  of  their  concealed 
wealth  would  not  let  the  Shaik 
part  with  thefe  travellers  without 
llill  more  extortion  ;  for  he  came 
the  next  morning  and  told  them 
in  plain  terms,  that  he  mull  have 
more  money.  He  condefcended 
indeed  to  place  this  requifition  to 
the  account  of  the  people  of  the 
town  and  country,  who  had  been 
peifering  him  for  prefents  from 
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them  ;  that  it  was  their  misfortune 
to  be  confidered  by  thefe  people 
as  men  of  vaft  wealth,  whofe 
trunks  were  filled  with  gold,  pre¬ 
cious  ftones,  and  rich  merchan¬ 
dize,  on  which  it  was  their  cuftom 
to  levy  a  tax.  It  was  in  vain  to 
expoftulate,  the  dependants  of  the 
Sliaik  were  yet  to  receive  their 
mite  ;  and  he  declared  in  a  de¬ 
termined  tone,  that  he  could  not 
pretend  to  fend  them  in  fafety  to 
the  Nile,  until  he  received  orders 
from  the  bey  of  Cairo,  unlefs  the 
people  were  fatisfted  with  a  dona¬ 
tion  of  twenty- five  dollars.  When 
his  demand  was  fatisfied,  the  clouds 
which  loured  on  his  countenance 
difpelled  in  a  moment,  and  with 
infinite  good  humour  he  ordered 
the  camels  at  the  door  to  take  up 
their  baggage.  After  his  departure, 
it  was  found  that  inftead  of  twelve 
camels,  as  by  agreement,  he  had 
only  provided  ten,  and  he  had 
grace  enough  to  avoid  another  in¬ 
terview,  by  fending  his  fon  to  ac¬ 
company  them  inftead  of  attending 
himfelf. 

Misfortune  however  ftill  purfued 
them.  The  young  ftiaik  found 
means  in  the  courfe  of  their  jour¬ 
ney  to  feparate  them  from  the  reft 
of  the  caravan,  and  after  they  had 
fuffered  innumerable  fatigues,  he 
had  the  impudence  to  propofe  to 
leave  them  at  Banute,  a  town 
conftderably  fhort  of  Ghinnah. 
This  circumftance  (fays  Mr.  Ir¬ 
win)  was  too  barefaced  not  to 
alarm  us,  and  we  determined  to 
pufti  on,  through  an  almoft  in¬ 
supportable  heat.  This  refolution 
was  confirmed  by  Abdul  Ruftar, 
our  Arabian  fervant,  who  was 
entitled  to  credit  from  his  paft 
behaviour.  Accordingly,  at  two 
o’clock,  we  mounted  our  cameLs, 
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in  fpite  of  their  importunities  to 
wait  until  the  evening,  and  moved 
on,  in  the  moll  fulcry  day  I  had 
ever  felt  in  the  Eaft.  We  foon 
rejoined  the  merchant’s  camels, 
which  had  taken  Shelter  under  a 
thorn-tree  at  fome  diftance,  and 
were  ready  to  attend  us.  While 
united  with  this  body,  we  did  not 
fear  going  aftray  ;  and  purfued  our 
courfe,  under  a  full  fecurity  of 
being  on  the  road  to  Ghinnah. 
We  had  no  water,  but  what  our 
earthen  guglets  contained ;  and 
this  was  foon  expended.  It  is 
impoffible  to  deferibe  what  we 
fuffered  from  heat  and  thirft  during 
this  ftage.  A  mouthful  or  two  of 
dirty  water,  which  one  of  our 
guards  gave  me,  made  me  forget 
for  the  moment  his  recent  info- 
lence;  and  all  our  former  appre- 
henfions  were  infenfibly  fwallowed 
up  in  the  more  painful  idea  of 
falling  victims  to  thirft.  Our 
tongues  actually  became  parched  to 
our  palates ;  and  we  were  obliged 
to  wet  them  every  now  and  then, 
with  fpirituous  liquors,  to  prevent 
fuffocation  from  the  clouds  of  dull 
which  continual  whirlwinds  threw 
around  us.  This  expedient  was 
but  tranfitory,  and  ferved  indeed 
to  increafe  the  rage  of  thirft.  It 
was  our  common  misfortune  alfo 
to  labour  under  a  violent  com¬ 
plaint  in  our  bowels ;  and  to  the 
want  of  the  bad  water  that  occa- 
fioned  it — a  want  which  we  had 
lamented  in  the  moft  earneft  mani 
ner — our  prefervation  was  probably 
owing.  I  was  fo  affii&ed  myfelf 
with  this  diforder,  that  I  could 
fcarcely  fit  my  camel  through  ex- 
cefs  of  pain.  The  wind  and  daft 
had  equally  affefled  our  fight,  fo 
that  we  wandered  on  in  agony  and 
darknefs.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
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our  Arabian  companions  partook 
in  Tome  meafure  of  our  fufFerings ; 
but  they  were  too  much  accudomed 
to  the  fun,  to  feel  all  the  effects  of 
bis  fury  ;  and  we  had  fome  reafon 
to  fufpeCt,  that  their  dock  of  water 
laded  long  after  ours  had  failed  us. 
To  crown  this  fcene  of  didrefs,  we 
at  length  overtook  the  fhaik,  who, 
vve  learnt,  had  been  difappointed 
in  replenifhing  his  fkin's,  by  the 
appearance  of  wild  Arabs  about 
the  fprings.  This  news  founded 
like  the  knell  of  death  in  our  ears ; 
not  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
thefe  robbers,  who  were  once  fo 
formidable  to  our  fears,  but  from 
the  abfence  of  a  fluid,  on  which 
we  fuppofed  our  lives  to  depend. 
Faint  and  fpiritlefs,  therefore,  we 
toiled  on  until  eight  o’clock  at 
night,  when  we  halted,  without 
having  encountered  any  foe  in  the 
way.  But  far  different  wa's  this 
halting-place  from  any  other  we 
had  come  to.  Without  a  draught 
of  water  to  molden  our  throats,  it 
was  impracticable  to  force  down  a 
in  oriel  of  bread  ;  and  the  pain  and 
wearinefs  under  which  cur  bodies 
laboured,  were  too  extreme  to  ad¬ 
mit  of  a  momentary  repofe.  Over¬ 
whelmed  with  hunger,  third,  and 
fatigue,  we  fat  ourfelves  upon  the 
ground,  and  revolved  our  melan¬ 
choly  fltuation  in  filence.  Every 
fkin  was  alternately  ranfacked  by 
us  for  water,  and  not  an  article 
left  untried  that  was  likely  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  leait  moidure.  My  com¬ 
panions  and  I  had  unluckily  re¬ 
coil  rfe  to  raw  onions,  which  were 
among  the  baggage.  But  no  foc-ner 
had  we  taded  of  this  potent  root, 
than  we  repented  of  our  rafimefs. 
The  efreCl  was  quite  contrary  to 
our  hopes;  and  our  drought  was 
irritated  to  the  highed  degree. 


This  dage  was  fix  hours,  or  fifteen 
miles. 

After  five  days  journey  through 
thefe  deferts,  they  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  at  Ghinnah,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  where  they  again  found 
themfelves  in  much  worfe  hands 
than  at  Cofire.  Their  landlord 
and  the  vizier  of  the  city  leagued 
together,  and  by  fundry  artifices 
and  farcical  pleas  of  difficulties, 
contrived  to  detain  them  from  their 
voyage  down  the  river,  and  to  drain 
them  of  their  money  and  every  va¬ 
luable  article,  even  to  their  arms 
and  wearing  apparel,  that  they 
law  in  their  poffeffion  :  thefe 
extortions  they  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  to,  finding  by  experience 
that  among  thefe  people  refidance 
never  produced  redrefs.  After 
having  been  kept  prifoners  by  their 
landlord,  fubjeCt  to  a  barefaced 
courfe  of  depredation,  they  were 
at  length  happily  refcued  from 
thefe  plunderers,  by  the  long- 
expeCied  arrival  of  the  Ihaik  U1 
Arab,  whofe  character  and  beha¬ 
viour  Mr.  Irwin  thus  defcribes : 

Ifman  Abu  Ally,  the  great  ihaik 
of  the  Arabs — -for  fuch  we  would 
render  the  fhaik  U1  Arab— is  a 
ihort  fat  man,  of  about  five  fee t 
two  inches  high,  and  turned,  as 
we  learn,  of  feventy-five.  His 
eyes  are  grey,  and  his  complexion 
very  fair;  but,  what  at  once  gives 
him  a  lingular  and  more  youthful 
look,  his  beard,  which  is  very 
bufhy,  is  coloured  of  a  bright  yel¬ 
low.  This  exterior  may  not  feem 
the  mod  promifing,  and  might 
create  didade,  if  the  benevolence 
that  beams  from  his  countenance, 
were  not  foremod  to  fecure  the 
heart  of  the  beholder.  Neither 
can  the  fhrillnefs  of  his  voice, 
which  is  hardi  and  diffo’nant,  de- 
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ftroy  the  beauty  of  the  fentiments, 
which  it  is  made  ufe  of  to  convey. 
He  is  dill  aftive,  for  a  man  of  his 
fize  and  age  ;  and  his  fpirits  are  fo 
good,  that  were  it  not  for  the  ra¬ 
vage  that  time  has  made  among 
his  teeth,  he  might  pafs  for  a 
younger  man  by  twenty  years  at 
lead:.  Except  the  viziers  of  Yam- 
bo  and  Ghinnah,  whom  we  had 
found  to  be  viilains  by  fad  expe¬ 
rience,  we  had  hitherto  dealt  with 
the  drofs  of  the  nation.  It  was 
referved  for  this  moment,  for  us  to 
meet  with  the  polite  gentleman  and 
the  honeft  man,  comprized  in  the 
perfon  where  they  ought  to  be  found, 
in  the  reprelentative  of  his  people. 

We  had  quickly  caufe  to  find, 
that  we  had  not  given  thefhaik  too 
much  credit  for  his  integrity.  His 
impatience  to  acquit  himfelf  in  our 
opinion,  of  any  connivance  at  the 
conduct  of  his  fervants,  could 
fcarcely  be  redrained  by  the  forms 
of  civility,  which  precluded  bufi- 
nefs  during  our  repad.  But  no 
fooner  was  it  ended,  than  he  fhifted 
the  converfation,  and  came  direftly 
to  the  point  which  we  were  fo  much 
concerned  in.  He  lamented  the 
treatment  which  we  had  under¬ 
gone,  and  which  could  only  have 
happened  in  his  abfence  ;  and  he 
vehemently  reprobated  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  his  officers,  which  he 
was  determined  to  punilh  in  the 
mod  exemplary  manner.  After  a 
few  leading  queftions,  which  tended 
to  confirm  the  report  that  had  been 
made  to  him  touching  our  dory, 
he  profeffed,  that  his  return  to 
Ghinnah  had  been  hadened  on  our 
account.  That  he  had  come  pur- 
pofely  to  do  us  drift  judice  on  our 
perfecutors,  and  to  difpacch  us 
under  a  fafe  conduft  to  Cairo.  As 
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a  proof  of  his  fincerity,  he  ordered 
Ally,  the  brother  of  Mahomet, 
their  landlord,  and  a  partaker  in 
the  fpoil,  to  be  brought  before 
him.  He  had  been  previoufly 
taken  into  cuftody,  and  was 
waiting  without,  to  be  examined. 
With  this  fellow  came  Sauker,  one 
of  the  rogues  who  had  abided  to 
plunder  us,  and  who  of  his  own 
accord  produced  the  things  which 
had  fallen  to  his  fhare,  in  the 
divifion  of  the  fpoils.  He  laid 
them  at  the  fhaik’s  feet ;  and  with 
the  greated  effrontery  declared, 
that  he  had  taken  them,  only  to 
fecure  them  from  the  thieves  of 
the  houfe  :  and  that  his  truth  might 
be  deduced  from  his  care  of  our 
property.  Though  his  offence  was 
palpable,  this  dep  was  fufheient  to 
fkreen  him  from  punifhment  in  a 
country,  where  retribution  is  all 
that  is  required  by  the  profecutor, 
and  where  judice  is  generally  to  be 
appeafed  by  pecuniary  fines.  But 
the  ill-advifed  Ally  did  not  efcape 
in  this  manner.  He  boldly  denied 
having  robbed  us  of  money  or 
valuables,  and  was  loudly  ex¬ 
claiming  at  the  injudice  of  the 
accufation,  when  the  fhaik  raifed 
his  voice,  and  a  dozen  Abyffinian 
flaves  fuddenly  feized  on  the  cul¬ 
prit,  and  hurried  him  out  of  the 
room.  We  were  in  pain  for  the 
fellow,  and  were  meditating  on  the 
confequences  of  his  arred,  when  he 
was  brought  into  our  prefence 
again,  bound  hand  and  foot,  with, 
a  chain  about  his  neck,  by  which 
he  was  held.  He  was  on  the  point 
of  receiving  the  badinado  on  his 
knees,  when  he  confelfed  the 
charge,  and  promifed  to  return  all 
that  he  had  taken  from  us.  The 
fhaik  was  inclined  to  inflift  the 
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punifhment  on  him  ;  but  by  the 
interpofition  of  thofe  about  him, 
in  whi.ch  we  joined,  he  remitted  it 
for  the  prefent ;  and  directed  Ally 
to  be  led  home,  that  he  might 
produce  the  goods.  Our  triumph 
was  complete.  One  of  our  ancient 
enemies  had  atoned  for  his  crime, 
in  a  manner  that  outwent  the  moft 
fanguine  idea  of  revenge.  The 
other  was  humbled  at  our  feet. 
He  furvived  indeed  :  but  it  was 
only  to  abafe  himfelf  before  us, 
and  to  depend  upon  our  mode¬ 
ration  for  his  fecurity  l 

In  about  half  an  hour  Ally  re¬ 
turned,  and  produced  a  few  of  the 
Jeaft  valuable  articles.  He  earneftly 
requefted  until  the  morning  to  de¬ 
liver  up  the  reft,  and  to  repay  us 
the  money  that  he  had  cheated  us 
out  of.  This  was  granted  him  at 
our  deftre,  and  the  prifoner  com¬ 
mitted  to  his  own  houfe,  under  the 
cuftody  of  a  ftrong  guard. 

We  breakfafted  betimes,  and 
at  feven  o’clock  went  to  the  fhaik’s 
houfe.  The  court  were  already 
aftembled  in  an  open  fpot  before 
the  houfe,  which  was  fhaded  by  an 
high  wall  from  the  morning  fun. 
Here  we  found  the  fhaik  encom- 
pafled  by  his  great  men,  with  a 
number  of  foldiers  and  attendants 
at  fome  diftance  in  their  front. 
Carpets  were  fpread  in  the  inter¬ 
mediate  fpace  for  our  reception. 
Here  we  feated  ourfelves,  after 
making  our  cbeifance  to  the  fhaik, 
and  waited  in  filence  the  iffue  of 
the  trial.  Next  to  the  fhaik’s  right 
hand  was  placed  his  nephew,  and, 
as  we  underftand,  his  declared  fuc- 
celTor  in  the  government. 

Juft  before  we  came  in,  the 
culprit  Ally  had  undergone  a  fevere 
baftinado,  on  again  proving  re¬ 


fractory  ;  and  the  hakeem  was 
to  fearch  his  houfe  for  the  ftolert 
goods*  This  occafioned  a  paufe  * 
in  the  proceedings,  which  were 
interrupted  by  the  fudden  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  vizier,  who,  to  our 
great  aftonifhment,  took  a  feat 
which  was  Vacant  next  to  the 
fhaik’s  nephew.'  This  confidence 
was  unexpected,-  and  filled  us  with 
unfavourable  prognoftics  of  the 
event  of  our  fuit.  But  our  doubts 
were  of  fhort  continuance.  He 
had  entered  unregarded  by  his 
m  after,  and  was  talking  with 
great  eafe  to  thofe  about  him, 
when  the  fhaik  turned  about,  and 
in  a  folemn  tone  afked  him  for  the 
lhauls  and  things,  which  he  had 
received  from  the  Englifti  gen¬ 
tlemen.  The  whole  frame  of  this 
gay  courtier  was  evidently  difcom- 
pofed  by  this  queftion.  He  had 
probably  laid  his  account  with  our 
fuppreffing  the  part  he  had  taken 
again  ft  us,  after  the  high  hand 
with  which  he  had  once  flopped 
the  accufation  of  Abdul  RufTar, 
and  was  unprepared  with  an  evafion. 
His  countenance  inftantly  was  dif- 
robed  of  its  pleafantry  ;  his  limbs 
trembled,  and  his  tongue  faultered 
in  framing  a  reply,  the  fubftancef 
of  which  was,  that  he  was  a 
ftranger  to  the  matter  with  which 
he  was  charged.  We  were  afhamed 
of  the  meannefs  of  a  man  of  his 
rank,  but  the  wrath  of  the  fhaik 
was  wound  up  to  the  higheft  pitch 
at  the  hearing  of  this  falfehood; 
He  was  confirmed  of  the  guilt  fr@m 
the  fymptoms  which  the  offender 
difplayed  ;  and  without  calling  any 
frefli  evidence  to  corroborate  it,  he 
proceeded  to  decide.  But  he  could 
hardly  find  utterance  for  his  or¬ 
ders,  which  were  t©  arreft  and 
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flog  the  vizier  immediately.  A 
number  of  flaves  darted  from  the 
croud,  to  execute  his  orders. 
The  aftonilhed  minider  could 
not  believe  his  ears,  and  would 
fain  have  perfuaded  himfelf  that 
the  affair  was  a  jell.  He  was 
prefently  convinced  of  his  miftake. 
The  officers  of  jultice  laid  vio¬ 
lent  hands  upon  his  perfon,  tum¬ 
bled  him  from  his  proud  feat,  and 
in  a  rude  manner  hurried  him 
away,  in  fpite  of  his  outcries  and 
fruitlefs  refiftance.  This  behaviour 
ferved  only  to  exafperate  the  fhaik. 
His  eyes  flafhed  with  the  honell 
indignation  which  lighted  his  bo- 
fom  ;  his  llrength  could  fcarcely 
fupport  the  agitations  of  mind  ; 
and  after  fome  effort,  he  raifed 
himfelf  from  his  carpet,  and  re¬ 
peated  his  commands  in  a  voice, 
that  ltruck  terror  into  the  breaffs  of 
all  prefent.  He  was  immediately 
furrounded  by  a  croud  of  his  cour¬ 
tiers,  who  kiffed  his  hands,  em¬ 
braced  his  knees,  and  interceded 
with  him  for  the  pardon  of  the 
vizier.  Thefe  nobles  took  no  fhare 
in  the  paffions  of  their  monarch, 
and  were  only  attentive  to  excul¬ 
pate  one  of  their  body,  though  at 
the  expence  of  honour  and  juflice. 

T  mull  own  that  1  was  concerned 
at  the  fearful  fituation  of  a  man, 
who  had  never  been  guilty  of  any 
adtual  violence  towards  us,  and 
whofe  greatefl  trefpafs  was  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  prefents,  on  his  affurances 
of  protection,  when  he  permitted 
our  being  plundered  by  our  inhof- 
pitable  hoil  and  his  adherents. 
Thefe,  however,  were  crimes  of 
the  deeped  dye,  in  the  eyes  of  the 
good  old  fhaik.  When  we  directed 
Ibrahim  to  plead  for  the  inofFenlive 
conduit  of  the  vizier  towards  us, 
Vot.  XXIII. 
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he  would  not  hear  of  any  apology 
for  a  villain  ,  who  had  fo  little  the 
honour  of  his  country  at  heart,  as 
to  injure  its  character  by  winking 
at  the  mal-treatment  of  drangers* 
He  could  the  lefs  overlook  it  in  a 
fervant  of  his  own,  and  added, 
that  it  was  at  our  indance  only,  he 
would  remit  the  punifhment  due  to 
his  enormity.  The  mortification 
neverthelefs  was  referved  for  the 
vizier,  that  he  fhould  be  brought 
before  us,  difarrayed  of  his  gay 
apparel,  his  hands  bound  behind 
him,  and  a  chain  fadened  about 
his  neck.  In  this  miferable  plights 
he  was  told  of  the  obligation  he 
was  under  to  our  generous  appli¬ 
cation  ;  and  led  home  by  a  guard,- 
to  produce  his  ill-gotten  acqui- 
fition,  as  his  only  hope  of  fafecy. 
We  obferved  a  general  murmur 
among  the  grandees,  at  the  com¬ 
pliment  which  was  paid  us  on  this 
occalion.  The  difgrace  of  one  of 
their  body  excited  no  friendly  fen- 
timents  towards  us ;  and  not  a  few 
menacing  looks  were  thrown  upon 
us  from  the  circle.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  fhaik  harangued  them 
in  a  fenfible  and  pathetic  fpeech, 
on  the  honour  of  their  nation. 
He  cad  the  mod  jud  and  fevere 
reproaches  oh  the  character  of  the 
abfent  minider,  and  warned  them 
in  future,  againd  fuch  inhuman, 
practices  towards  chriftians  and 
itrangers.  He  then  turned  to  us 
with  the  kinded  afpeff,  and  re- 
alfured  us  of  his  prote&ion.  He 
attributed  the  commiffion  of  the 
offence  to  the  negledt  of  the  ha¬ 
keem  of  Ghinnah,  who  had  {lum¬ 
bered  like  an  unwary  centinel  on 
his  duty.  For  this  he  had  been 
difeharged  from  his  office,  and  a 
(lave  of  his  own  been  fent  to  take 
E  car® 
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care  of  us  until  his  arrival.  All 
that  was  now  wanting  to  complete 
our  fatisfaCtion,  was  the  recovery 
of  our  Ioffes,  which  he  would  fee 
effected  ;  and  our  journey  to  Cairo, 
which  he  fwore  fhould  be  accom- 
plifhed  without  any  injury  being 
offered  to  an  hair  of  our  heads. 

Our  ignorance  of  the  Arabian 
language  obliged  us  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  our  interpreter,  for  an 
acknowledgment  of  thefe  favours. 
But,  at  the  fame  time,  it  faved  us 
the  confufion  of  appearing  at  a  lofs 
for  a  fuitable  reply.  We  fheltcred 
ourfelves  under  this  fortunate  cir- 
cumflance,  which,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  left  our  patron  to  conceive  a 
gratitude,  which  words  would  have 
but  poorly  expreffed. 

A  meifeno-er  now  arrived  with 

O 

two  fhauls  and  my  chreefe,  from 
the  vizier.  The  other  (haul,  he 
faid,  he  had  parted  with  ;  and  the 
piltols  he  had  given  to  Ally.  Once 
more,  therefore,  was  the  wretched 
Ally  produced  before  the  court; 
and  on  denying  the  receipt  of  them, 
the  baftinado  was  again  inflicted 
on  him.  Befides  the  articles  which 
had  been  reftored,  there  were  flill 
a  filver  urn,  a  pair  of  gold  knee- 
buckles,  and  a  quantity  of  valuable 
linen  to  be  accounted  for.  Not 
to  fpeak  of  the  money  which  they 
obtained  from  us,  under  various 
pretences.  But  thefe  were  faid  to 
have  fallen  to  Mahomet’s  lhare  in 
the  divifion  ;  and  his  robbery  and 
death  were  made  a  plea  of  by  the 
familv,  to  fatisfy  us  for  our  lofs. 
The  fhaik  would  not  hear  of  this 
apology,  which  he  termed  falfe 
and  evafive.  And  fooner  than  we 
fhould  fuffer  bv  that  family,  ha 
declared,  that  he  would  firfl  order 
their  fubftance  to  be  difpofed  of. 


and  if  that  would  not  repay  us  for 
our  Ioffes,  Ally  and  the  reft  of 
them  fhould  be  fold  as  flaves,  to 
make  up  the  fum.  It  was  now 
time  for  us  to  interfere.  The 
matter  was  exceeding  the  bounds 
to  which  we  meant  to  pufh  it ; 
and  policy,  as  well  as  humanity, 
prompted  us  to  drop  it.  Our 
principal  aim  was  to  get  from 
Ghinnah,  under  a  proper  pro¬ 
tection.  Our  perfecutors  had  been 
chaltifed,  and  it  was  preferable  for 
us  to  put  up  with  fome  inconve¬ 
nience,  rather  than  run  the  rifle  of 
being  detained  here,  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  full  red  refs.  On  this  ac¬ 
count  we  Hitened  to  the  mediation, 
of  the  hakeem,  and  fome  of  the 
courtiers,  who  befeeched  us  to 
withdraw  our  claim  to  all  but 
eighty  dollars  of  the  remaining 
debt,  which  Aliy  might  raife  from 
the  camels  he  perffeffed.  Oar  ac- 
quiefcence  in  this  propofal  gained 
us  credit  with  alhprefent,  and  drew 
a  particular  compliment  from  the 
worthy  fhaik  ;  who  protefted,  that 
he  could  not  but  admire  our  gene- 
rofity,  though  it  was  exercifed  at 
the  expence  of  their  national  cha¬ 
racter.  The  reader,  perhaps,  may 
agree  with  us,  that  we  ought  not 
to  have  fubferibed  to  this  infi- 
nuauon,  as  Inch  a  man  as  was  then 
before  us,  was  enough*  to  redeem 
his  nation  from  obloquy. 

The  court  now  broke  up,  and 
we  were  difmiffed,  not  a  little 
pleafed  with  this  mode  of  ad  mi¬ 
tt  iftering  juflice..  The  punifhment 
inflicted  upon  robbers  in  other 
countries,  fuppreffes  the  growth  of 
them  in  the  general  opinion.  But 
when  we  refleCt  on  the  frequent 
robberies  that  are  committed  in  our 
own,  it  fee  ms  doubtful,-  whether 
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the  feverity  of  the  fehtence  anfwers 
the  expefted  end.  As  a  fmall 
token  of  our  refpett,  on  our  return 
home,  we  made  up  fuch  a  prefent 
as  we  judged  would  be  raoft  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  a  man  of  his  turn  of 
mind,  and  fent  it  to  the  fhaik- by 
Ibrahim*  It  confided  of  a  couple 
of  fine  fhauls,  an  Indian  carpet, 
and  a  palampore,  and  an  handfome 
fabre  and  cafe  of  pidols*  The 
fabre  and  pidols,  though  articles 
of  the  greated  value,  he  returned, 
and  fent  us  many  thanks  for  our 
remembrance  of  him  in  the  red, 
which  he  faid  he  would  keep  for 
our  fake.  He  alfo  told  Ibrahim, 
that  he  had  directed  a  merchant  to 
furnifh  us  with  camels  for  our 
journey,  as  the  river  was  too 
perilous  for  us  to  venture  on.” 

The  reader  will  undoubtedly  be 
forry  to  hear  of  the  death  of  this 
good  old  man.  Egypt  was  then 
in  a  date  of  convulfion,  and  in 
one  of  their  revolutions  his  head 
was  taken  off.  But  fuch  events 
are  matters  of  courfe  in  Africa  and 
Ada. 

The  good  old  fhaik  above- 
mentioned,  and  who  from  cir- 
cumdances  is  fuppofed  to  be  the 
fame  fo  favourably  fpoken  of  by 
Dr.  Pococke,  in  his  Travels,  de¬ 
livered  Mr.  Irwin  and  his  fellow- 
fufferers  to  the  care  of  Hadgec 
Uttalah,  the  mader  of  his  camels  $ 
with  a  charge  to  convey  them  and 
their  baggage  fafely  to  Cairo : 
adding,  that,  fhould  the  lead 
complaint  be  made  againd  his 
conduct,  he  fhould  anfwer  it  with 
his  head  ;  and  he  was  ordered  not 
to  return  without  a  letter  under 
their  hands  and  feals,  to  advife 
the  fhaik  of  their  fafety.  To  fecure 
his  fidelity  beyond  the  reach  of 
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temptation,  the  fhaik  alfo  diredled* 
that  the  family  of  Hadgee  Uttalah. 
fhould  be  placed  under  a  guard,  as 
the  fured  hodage  for  his  integrity. 

On  September  4,  at  1  i  o’clock 
at  night,  as  the  mod  private  hour, 
the  Englifh  travellers  left  Ghinnah, 
where,  notwithdanding  the  rCdrefs 
they  had  received,  they  found  their 
baggage  reduced  to  one  half  of  the 
bulk  they  brought  into  the  town* 
Their  journey  lay  through  the  de- 
fert  of  Thebais,  with  eighteen 
camels  for  the  accommodation  of 
them,  their  baggage,  attendants, 
and  guard.  On  the  third  day  of 
their  journey  in  this  defert,  they 
met  with  an  adventure  diffidently 
alarming,  which  we  fhail  give  in 
the  author’s  own  words,  fird  pre* 
mifing  that  they  had  halted  to 
dine. 

“  At  half  pad  three  o’clock  we 
were  mounted  again,  and  going 
through  the  fame  valley,  in  about 
an  hour,  reached  the  bottom  of 
another  deep  mountain*  We  were 
obliged  to  lead  our  camels  up,  and 
in  about  half  ari  hour  gained  the 
fummit,  .where  we  found  a  plain 
near  two  miles  in  length,  over 
which  we  rode*  At  fix  o’clock, 
we  came  to  the  extremity  of  the 
mountain,  when  our  advanced 
guard  alarmed  us  with  the  news  of 
a  party  of  camels  being  in  the 
vale*  As  it  was  a  fufpicious  place 
to  encounter  any  of  our  own  fpecies, 
we  all  took  to  our  arms,  and  af- 
fembled  on  the  defcent,  which  Was 
fo  craggy,  and  fo  perpendicular, 
that,  fmall  as  our  numbers  were, 
we  were  enabled  by  our  fuuation  ta 
have  coped  with  a  multitude  of 
enemies*  The  drangers  had  ob~ 
ferved  our  motions,  and  drew  up 
in  a  body  below  to  wait  the  rsftilc* 

.B  %  We 
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We  counted  no  lefs  than  thirty 
camels,  and  deduced  therefrom, 
that  we  fhould  have  two  to  one 
againk  us,  in  cafe  of  hokiiities. 
To  gain  intelligence,  however,  of 
the  difpofition  of  the  krangers, 
Hadgee  Uttalah  himfelf  defcended 
into  the  valley.  He  ventured  him¬ 
felf  unarmed,  as  a  token  of  peace  ; 
and  we  were  not  a  little  impatient 
to  behold  the  interview  which  was 
about  to  take  place.  We  were 
deeply  intereked  in  its  event ;  and, 
circumlianced  as  we  were,  it  is  not 
furprifing  that  we  fhould  doubt  of 
its  fuccefs.  Bat  we  were  happily 
deceived  in  our  ideas.  No  fooner 
had  Hadgee  Uttalah  approached 
the  new  party,  than  he  was  recog¬ 
nized  by  one  among  them,  who 
ran  with  open  arms  to  receive  him. 
He  was  prefen tly  encom paTed  by 
the  rek  ;  and  we  could  difcern  that 
he  was  ferved  with  coffee  and 
bread.  This  kaggered  us  in  our 
opinion  of  thefe  people’s  profeffion; 
and  we  began  to  conceive  that  they 
might  be  travellers  like  ourfelves, 
who,  in  thefe  critical  times,  had 
explored  the  defert,  in  preference 
to  the  river.  And  we  were  now 
confirmed  in  this  conceit  by  the 
figns  which  Hadgee  made  to  us  to 
defcend.  Thefe  figns  were  inter¬ 
preted  to  us  by  our  Arabs,  who 
told  us  there  was  nothing  to  fear. 
We  obeyed,  therefore,  and  went 
down  the  hill  in  as  good  order  as 
the  path  would  admit  of.  We 
were  met  at  the  foot  of  it  by  Had¬ 
gee,  who  conveyed  us  and  our  bag¬ 
gage  to  a  fpot  at  fome  dikance 
from  the  Grangers,  aid  then  re¬ 
turned  to  them.  Mary  were  the 
embraces  and  congratulations  that 
were  exchanged  between  the  Arabs 
on  both  fides.  The  krk  thing  we 
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learned  was,  that  water  is  ter  be 
procured  in  this  valley,  which  has 
induced  our  gentry  to  halt  here  and 
replenilh  our  fkins.  We  arrived 
here  at  half  paid  fix  o’clock,  fo  that 
our  lak  ftage  was  three  hours,  or 
ieven  miles. 

While  Hadgee  Uttalah  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  an  earned;  converfatiqn 
with  the  leader  of  the  other  party, 
Ibrahim  and  Abdul  Ruflar  came 
to  us  with  looks  of  furprize,  and 
informed  us,  that  they  had  dis¬ 
covered  the  Grangers  to  be  what  we 
at  firil  apprehended— -a  band  of 
robbers.  That  they  had  overheard 
one  of  them  boak,  that  this  band 
took  the  forty  camels  near  Cofire 
during  our  flay  in  that  town — -an 
anecdote  which  i  before  mentioned 
— and  that,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile,  they  had  plundered  a  caravan 
but  a  few  days  ago,  with  the  fpoils 
of  which  they  were  now  returning 
to  their  own  country  1  It  may  be 
imagined  that  we  were  not  a  little 
kartled  at  this  intelligence.  The 
novelty  of  the  circumkance  did  not 
diminifh  its  unpleafantnefs  ;  and 
our  fituation  was  as  alarming  as 
uncommon  :  but  our  minds  were 
prefently  relieved  by  the  affurances 
of  Hadgee  Uttalah,  who  now 
joined  us.  He  made  no  ferupie 
to  acquaint  us  with  the  pro- 
feflion  of  the  robbers  ;  but  added, 
that  they  had  as  much  regard 
for  their  word  as  other  people. 
They  happily  knew  him,,  which 
was  indeed  the  faving  of  an. 
effufion  of  blood.  For,  on  the 
fcore  of  friendfhip,  they  had 
pledged  their  word  to  him,,  that 
they  would  not  meditate  the  leak 
wrong  againk  us.  We  might  truk 
them  implicitly,  for  the  wild  Arabs 
had  never  been  known  to  brealc 

their 
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their  faith  on  fach  occafions.  After 
this  prelude,  we  were  the  lefs  fur- 
prized  at  a  proportion  which  they 
had  made  him,  to  accompany  us 
to  Cairo.  Hadgce  himfelf  recom¬ 
mended  us  to  accept  of  it.  Our 
intereft,  he  faid,  was  every  way 
concerned  in  it.  They  would 
ferve  us  both  as  guides  and  pro¬ 
testors,  in  this  unfrequented  wafte; 
and  where  they  once  adopted  a 
caufe,  it  was  their  character  to 
promote  it  at  the  expence  of  their 
blood.  Had  we  diitruitcd  this  pa¬ 
negyric,  it  was  not  for  us  to  diffent 
againfi  the  opinion  of  our  con¬ 
ductor,  who  was  actually  the  malter 
ot  cur  per  Ions  and  effeSts.  The 
pledges  he  has  left  at  Ghinnah 
will  prevent  his  rifking  his  charge 
wantonly,  and  on  this  we  rely  at 
this  juncture.  We  have  fallen 
into  precious  company !  And  it 
behoves  us  to  be  on  our  guard 
as  much  as  poffible.  Never  did 


greater  perplexities  ;  and  were  not 
this  narrative  well  attefted,  it 
might  feem  here  to  breathe  the  air 
of  fibtion.  But  the  good  genius 
which  prcfided  over  every  adven¬ 
ture  we  have  atchieved,  will,  we 
truft,  conduct  us  fafely  through 
the  prefent. 

At  feven  o’clock  the  camels 
belonging  to  the  robbers  went  on 
-for  water,  and  left  their  captain 
and  a  guard  only  with  their  bag¬ 
gage.  This  was  a  proof  of  con¬ 
fidence  ;  but  we  betook  curfelves 
to  bed,  with  our  arms  by  us  as 
ufual,  and  got  as  much  Hcep  as 
the  cold  would  admit  of.  i  was 
fo  unfortunate  as  to  be  ftripped  of 
my  night-cloak  at  Ghinnah,  and 
have  no  defence  but  a  chintz  co- 
yerlid  again  11  the  lharpnefs  of  the 
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wind,  which  is  due  north,  and  as 
cutting  as  I  ever  felt  it  out  of 
Europe. 

The  captain  of  the  gang  (fays 
Mr.  Irwin)  was  introduced  to  us 
by  Hadgee  Uttalah  at  breakfafi, 
and  took  a  cup  of  coffee  with  us. 
He  is  a  bold,  laughing  villain,  of 
a  middle  five,  but  large  limbed; 
and  would  be  well  featured,  were 
not  his  mouth  disfigured  by  a  deep 
fear,  which  contrails  his  upper  lip, 
and  betrays  the  lofs  of  feveral  of 
his  fore  teeth  ;  the  effedts  we  fup- 
pofe  of  one  of  his  rencounters  1 
There  is  a  freedom  in  his  be¬ 
haviour,  which  gains  him  our 
confidence.  Far  from  beincr 
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alhamed  of  his  way  of  life,  he 
talks  of  his  late  exploits,-  and 
produced  two  pair  of  Morocco 
flippers,  aTurkilhveft,  and  other 
articles  of  drefs,  for  fale.  Thefe 
we  readily  purchafed,  to  conciliate 
his  good  opinion ;  and  necefiity 
mull:  excufe  our  receiving  ldoleri 
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goods,  knowing  them  to  be  ftolen. 
Abdul  Ruffar  bought  an  Alcoran, 
and  other  religious  books,  the 
plunder  perhaps  of  fome  poor 
prieft ;  and  Ibrahim  a  French 
horfe-piftol,  which  will  be  of  more 
fhew  than  ufe  to  him.  Thefe 
things  we  have  procured  for  at 
leait  a  third  of  their  value  ;  and 
Hadgee  Uttalah  has  fatisfied  the 
robber,  for  which  we  are  to  ac¬ 
count  with  the  former  at  Cairo. 
We  had  been  careful  to  infill  into 
our  own  people  the  belief  of  our 
being  deftitute  of  money  ;  or  God 
knows,  what  mifehief  the  difeo- 
very  of  our  real  treafures  might 
produce  againfi  us. 

In  truth,  the  confcience  of  this 
robber  is  no  lefs  wonderful  than 
his  manners..  He  is  eafy  of  ac- 
F  3  '  sefs, 
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cefs,  and  yet  carries  a  proper  com-- 
ITiand  oyer  his  party ;  and  by  his 
Own  example  teaches  them  to  be 
civil,  and  even  obliging  to  us. 
We  would  willingly  make  him  a 
fui table  acknowledgment  for  this 
behaviour,  but  c}o  not  think  it 
fafe  to  produce  money,  or  to  de-r 
part  in  the  lead:  from  our  profef- 
fions  of  poverty.  It  was  with  the 
greatefi  pleafure  imaginable,  that 
1  cou!4  oblige  him  in  a  trifling 
point:  with  a  couple  of  razors, 
which  be  favv  in  my  fervant’s 
hands,  and  expretjed  a  defire  for,” 

After  a  fortnight’s  travelling 
through  this  dreary  wade,  under 
the  guidance  and  protection  of  a 
band  of  Arabian  robbers,  a  little 
before  their  arrival  at  the  banks 
of  the  ]S[ile,  the  robbers  left  them 
abruptly,  taking  a  French  leave  j 
and  Haagee  fjttalah  insinuated 
that  the  captain  took  this  method 
pf  fliewing  his  clilinteredednefs, 
and  to  fave  the  travellers  the 
pain  of  difmiffing  him  without 
a  prefent,  Indeed,  as  Mr.  Irwin 
phferves,  the  whole  behaviour  of 
thefe  robbers  was  fo  extraordinary, 
and  the  adventure  of  fo  novel  a 
call,  that  the  reader  would  hardly 
excufe  flis  parting  vvith  them, 
Without  particular  notice. 

Mr.  Trvyin’s  arrival  at  Qrand 
Cairo  put  an  end  to  the  troubles 
and  anxiety  of  him  and  his  com- 
panions,  as  they  then  carae  to  a 
commercial  port,  where  the  tran- 
faClions  of  mankind,  even  of  Eaf- 
terns,  were  conducted  upon  more 
liberal  principles  than  in  the  in¬ 
ferior  parts  of  the  country. 


Narrative  of  the  Sufferings  of  Mr* 
de  St.  Germain,  and  his  Co?npa+ 
wont,  ifc  the  Defarts  of  Egypt. 

Mde  St.  Germain,  and  his 
9  brother  M,  de  Chilly* 
were,  the  one  commandant  at 
Daka,  and  the  other  at  CafTimba- 
zar,  two  very  important  factories 
at  Bengal,  when  they  were  taken 
prifoners  of  war  by  the  Englifh, 
Having  obtained  leave  on  their  pa¬ 
role  of  honour  to  return  to  France, 
and  finding  no  fhip  to  bring  thern 
to  Europe  when  they  doubled  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  they  fet  out 
in  a  Danifli  veffel  for  Suez  in  the 
Red-fea,  in  hopes  of  eroding  over, 
with  eafe,  the  Ifthmus  that  fepa- 
rates  that  fea  from  the  Mediterra- 
nean,  and  then  embarking  at 
Alexandria  for  Marfeilles.  After 
a  perilous  navigation  they  arrived 
at  Suez  the  24-th  of  May  1779, 
with  feveral  French  and  Englifh 
that  were  paflengers  in  the  fame 
flup.  They  were  no  fooner  land¬ 
ed,  than  the  JDanifh  captain  wrote 
to  the  French  merchants  at  Cairo, 
to  procure  a  caravan,  that  is,  the 
camels  necedary  to  carry  the  mer¬ 
chandize  of  the  veffel,  which  was 
eftimated  at  feveral  millions. 
Egypt  is  governed,  or  rather  op- 
preffed,  by  16  Beys  or  Lords. 
The  Porte  preferves  there  nothing 
but  a  fhadow  of  authority,  that 
refides  in  the  hands  of  a  Bafhaw, 
whom  the  Beys  keep,  as  a  kind 
of  pri Toner,  in  the  caflle  of  Cairo, 
In  the  abfence  pf  Murat  Bey,  the 
moil  powerful  of  thefe  tyrants, 
who  was  gone  to  fight  Haflem 
Bey,  one  of  his  brethren,  appli¬ 
cation  was  made  to  Ibrahim  Bey  • 
he  promifed  the  mod:  linking  pro- 
tgflipn^  and  £ven  offered  his  own 
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people  and  camels  to  carry  the 
goods.  This  propofal  was  accept¬ 
ed  without  heiitation  :  but  unhap¬ 
pily  the  wealth  of  the  caravan, 
which  his  avidity  prompted  him 
dill  to  exaggerate,  made  him  wilh 
to  carry  it  off ;  and  he  concerted 
for  that  purpofe  with  the  Arabs  of 
Tort  (famous  for  their  ferocity 
and  plundering)  the  blacked  and 
mod  cowardly  of  all  perfidies. 
The  camels  filed  off  from  Suez  the 
15th  of  June.  The  travellers  fet 
out  at  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening; 
the  night  pafied  without  accident ; 
but  at  break  of  dav,  in  the  mid- 
die  of  a  defile,  formed  by  two 
chains  of  hills,  the  caravan  was 
befet  by  about  1200  Arabs:  they 
fird  made  three  dilcharges  of  their 
mufquetry,  and  then  fell  fabre  in 
hand  on  the  ten  Europeans  that 
composed  the  caravan,  who  being 
difperfed  were  hacked,  taken,  and 
dripped  even  of  their  fhirts,  and 
driven  naked  into  the  defert.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  real  conduc¬ 
tors  of  the  camels,  on  the  fird  fhot 
being  fired,  which  was  undoubt¬ 
edly  the  fignal  agreed  on,  turned 
the  camels  about,  and  drove  them 
into  the  town  of  Tort,  belonging 
to  the  Arabs,  after  having  paded 
four  days  under  the  walls  of  Suez. 

The  Europeans,  maimed,  drip¬ 
ped,  and  dill  purfued  by  the  ban¬ 
ditti,  divided  themfelves  by  chance 
into  two  parties.  One  took  the 
road  to  Suez,  which  was  but 
eight  leagues  ofr,  and  the  other, 
confiding  of  the  perfons  who  had 
marched  foremod,  and  could  not 
make  their  way  through  the  body 
of  the  Arabs,  to  gain  Suez,  ran 
towards  Cairo,  which  was  twenty- 
two  leagues  off;  but,  in  order  to 
efcape  the  ferocity  of  the  Arabs, 
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were  obliged  to  take  by-roads, 
which  increafed  prodigioudy  the 
didance.  Unfortunately  Medrs. 
de  St.  Germain,  and  de  Chilly, 
were  in  that  troop  ;  it  confided, 
with  them,  of  a  black,  who  be¬ 
longed  to  them  ;  of  Medrs.  Bar¬ 
rington  and  Jenkins,  Englifhmen; 
of  Mr.  Vendelwelden,  Captain  of 
the  Danidi  fhip  ;  of  an  Armenian, 
named  Paul,  who  was  interpreter 
to  the  fhip ;  and  two  Mendicant 
Arabs:  in  all  nine  perfons. 

It  is  impoffible  to  deferibe  the 
dreadful  torments  and  mortal  an- 
guilh  that  overpowered  eight  of 
thefe  unhappy  fugitives,  and  which 
M.  de  St.  Germain  could  hot  have 
efcaped  without  a  miracle. 

There  is  not  a  more  burning 
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climate  on  the  face  of  the  globe, 
than  the  deferts  of  Egypt  :  the 
wind  that  blows  there  is  a  cc„- 
fuming  fire ;  there  no  rain  ever 
falls :  there  is  not  a  drop  of  water 
to  be  got,  nor  does  a  fhrub  grow 
within  a  fpace  of  thirty  leagues ; 
and  the  fand,  alrnod  turned  red 
by  the  fcorching  heat  of  the  fun, 
is  compofed  of  little  angular  peb¬ 
bles  that  tear  the  fkin,  and  enter 
it  like  glafs :  by  a  drange  contrail, 
the  nights,  in  that  frightful  cli¬ 
mate,  are  alrnod  as  cold  as  the 
days  are  hot;  and  when  a  man 
efcapes  the  fuffocating  vapours  of 
the*  day,  it  is  alrnod  impoffible  to 
withdand,  without  cloathing,  the 
freezing  air  of  the  night. 

It  was  in  this  murdering  defert, 
that  M.  de  Sr.  Germain,  with  his 
unfortunate  companions,  had  to 
druggie  againd  all  the  horrors  of 
dea*h  du*  ng  three  days  and  four 
nights,  without  eating  or  drink¬ 
ing,  parched  with  a  confuming 
third,  fcorched  by  the  fun,  ex- 
E  4.  po  fed 
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pofed  naked,  Hark  -  naked,  to 
clouds  of  infeCts  and  flies,  the  tor¬ 
ment  of  which  is  more  cruel  than 
can  be  imagined ;  falling  down 
twenty  times  in  an  hour  with  fa¬ 
tigue,  and  rifing  again  by  the  ex- 
cefs  of  pain  occafioned  by  the  peb¬ 
bles  tearing  every  part  of  their 
body ;  walking  oftentimes  on 
their  hands,  and  at  laft  covered 
with  an  univerfal  ulcer.  But  the 
greater  of  his  misfortunes,  the 
moft  cruel  of  all  his  torments, 
which  made  him  twenty  times 
over  to  wifh  for  the  death  he  was 
struggling  againft,  was  to  have 
beheld  the  fucceffive  exit  of  all 
his  companions.  Mr.  Barrington 
was  the  firft  vidlim  that  fell ; 
Meftrs.  Jenkins  and  Vendelwelden 
followed  next ;  the  black,  the  Ar¬ 
menian  interpketer,  and  one  of  the 
ITendicant  Arabs,  although  robuft 
and  inured  to  the  rigour  of  the 
climate,  perifhed  like  the  reft. 
But  the  rnoft  terrible  of  all  fights 
for  M.  de  St.  Germain,  that 
which  a  feeling  heart  cannot  figure 
to  itfelf  without  being  felzed  with 
horror,  was  to  fee  his  brother  over¬ 
whelmed  with  fatigue,  heat  and 
thirft,  with  twenty-two  wounds  of 
a  fabre,  conjuring  him  to  abandon 
him,  and  provide  for  his  own  fafe- 
ty ;  and  to  be  reduced  to  the  al¬ 
ternative  of  feeing  him  perifh  be¬ 
fore  his  eyes,  or  leave  him  in  the 
defert,  in  order  to  employ  the 
poor  remains  of  ftrength  he  had 
left,  to  procure  him  fome  afliil- 
ance.  He  chcfe  the  latter.  The 
excels  of  their  bufferings  made 
them  hope  they  were  drawing  near 
the  end  of  their  miferies.  His 
ftrength  redoubled  at  the  fight  of 
fis  brother’s  danger,  but  all  his 
pare  prqved  fruitleft.  They  were 


ftill  at  too  great  a  diftance  from 
Cairo ;  and  the  Bey’s  people, 
whom  he  had  engaged  to  run  to 
the  defert  in  queft  of  his  unfortu¬ 
nate  brother,  and  the  black  that 
accompanied  him,  could  not  dis¬ 
cover  either  of  them  ;  they  found 
only  the  bodies  of  the  other  Euro¬ 
peans  ;  and  M.  de  Chilly  either 
fell  a  victim  to  the  many  torments 
he  endured,  or  he  was  dragged 
away  into  flavery,  if  he  has  been 
fo  fortunate  as  to  have  his  life 
faved  by  any  of  the  Arabs. 

e  M.  de  St.  Germain,  having 
thus  feen  all  his  companions  fall, 
reduced  to  fkin  and  bone,  having 
drank  his  urine,  his  lips  and 
tongue  dried  to  his  mouth,  his 
fight  dim,  his  hearing  gone,  no 
longer  able  to  fpeak,  and  feized 
at  frequent  intervals  with  a  violent 
fever  and  the  delirium  of  death, 
having  had  feveral  fits  of  a  kind 
of  apoplexy  and  lethargy,  at  laft 
arrived,  by  a  fpecies  of  miracle, 
naked,  alone,  and  in  a  dying 
condition,  at  the  country-houfe  of 
the  Bey.  The  affiftance  he  re¬ 
ceived  there  ftopt  the  progrefs  of 
the  diforder :  afterwards  he  was 
carried  to  Cairo,  to  the  quarter 
of  the  Franks,  where  he  owed 
his  life  to  the  (kill  of  M.  Graffe, 
a  French  phyftcian,  and  to  the 
praife-wprthy  care  of  Meffrs.  Ma- 
gallon  and  Olive,  merchants  of 
Marfeilles,  who  took  him  into 
their  houfe. 

‘  The  French  were  not  the  only 

J 

perfons  that  gave  him  tokens  of 
the  part  they  took  in  his  misfor* 
tunes.  Several  Englifhmen  that 
failed  with  him  from  Bengal  to 
Suez,  particularly  Mr.  Rofs,  who 
commanded  the  Englifh  factory  at 
Paka,  whilft  himfelf  was  at  the 
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head  of  the  French  fadlory,  gave 
him  the  moil  feeling  proofs  of 
their  fenfibility.  It  was  with  the 
greated  difficulty  that  he  declined 
accepting  the  offers  of  every  kind 
that  were  made  him,  chuling  ra¬ 
ther  to  give  the  preference  to  the 
French  merchants  at  Cairo. 

*  M.  de  St.  Germain,  being 
happily  recovered,  tried  every 
means,  but  in  vain,  to  obtain  re- 
ffitution  of  about  300,000  livres 
in  effects  and  merchandize  that  be¬ 
longed  to  him  in  the  caravan ; 
but  in  abandoning  his  fortune  he 
mull  comfort  himfelf  with  the 
thoughts,  that  he  had  the  happi- 
nefs  to  efcape,  all  at  once,  every 
poffible  kind  of  death,  hunger, 
third:,  fuffocating  heat  by  day, 
mortal  cold  by  night,  exceffive  fa¬ 
tigue,  the  dedrudtive  ding  of  the 
infects,  the  fire  and  fword  of  the 
Arabs,  the  grief  of  feeing  his  com¬ 
panions  perifh,  and  his  inability 
to  fuccour  his  brother  ;  and,  final¬ 
ly,  a  long  and  dangerous  illnefs, 
the  confequences  of  fuch  horrors 
and  miferies ! 

«  The  hidory  of  this  dreadful 
event,  worthy  in  every  refpedl  to 
be  laid  before  the  public,  in  ex¬ 
hibiting  a  pidlure  of  the  greated 
dangers  that  any  traveller  ever 
encountered,  proves  that,  in  at¬ 
tempting  the  paffages  of  the  Ifth- 
mus  of  Suez,  one  mud  be  aware, 
both  of  the  ferocity  of  the  Arabs, 
and  the  perfidy  of  the  Beys  that 
tyrannize  over  Fgvpt.’ 
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Of  the  Religion  of  the  Kalmucs  and 
Mongouls.  Fro?n  the  Account  of 
the  Nations  of  the  Ruffian  Em¬ 
pire. 

ORMERLY  both  the  Kal¬ 
mucs  and  Mongouls  profef- 
led  the  religion  of  the  Schamans. 
This  they  afterwards  changed  for 
that  of  Tibet  and  T ungut,  or  the 
religion  of  Dalai  Lama. 

In  the  interior  regions  of  the 
ead,  three  religions  prevail ;  which 
mud  be  carefully  didinguiffied from, 
each  other.  Thefe  are  the  Scha- 
mane,  the  Brahmine,  and  the  re¬ 
ligion  of  Lama.  That  of  the 
Schamans  is  the  olded  religion  in 
India  of  which  we  have  any  ac¬ 
count.  It  is  mentioned  by  Stra¬ 
bo,  Clemens  Alexandrinus,  and 
Porphyry.  The  fird  of  whom 
calls  them  Germanians ,  the  fecond 
Sarmanians ,  and  the  third  Sama- 
nians.  Its  followers  cultivated  phi- 
lofophy;  and  the  Brahmans  them- 

felves  confefs  that  they  are  in- 

* 

debted  to  them  for  their  fcience : 
and  they  read  the  writings  of 
thefe  Schamans  jud  as  we  read 
the  Greek  and  Latin  authors. 
Yet  the  Brahmans  perfecuted 
their  preceptors,  and  dopped  not 
till  they  had  forced  them  to  fly. 
Infomuch  that  for  fix  hundred 
years  pad  we  no  longer  And  any 
traces  of  them  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  Ganges*. 

All  the  religions  that  continue 
to  prevail  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Ganges,  feem. derived  from  the 
Schamane.  Even. the  religion  of 
Lama  is  nothing  more  than  a  re¬ 
formed  Schamanifm.  The  old 


*  Iliftoire  du  Chnflianifme  des  Indes  par  M.  de  la  Croze,  liv.  xvil. 
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Schamans  had  nothing  certainly 
feed  as  to  the  origin  of  their 
gods,  or  the  time,  quality,  or 
perfons  of  the  fucceffion.  Among 
the  Lamaites  one  god  fucceeds  to 
another,  in  an  uninterrupted  fe- 
ries,  in  the  perfon  of  their  Lama. 

The  religion  of  the  ancient 
Mongouls  fprang  likewife  from 
that  of  the  Schamans.  But  thefe 
barbarians  being  deftitute  of  all 
writing,  this  religion  could  only 
be  propagated  by  oral  tradition. 
As  for  the  Burats,  Jakutes,  and 
the  heathen  Tartars,  their  reli¬ 
gion  refem hies  that  of  the  an¬ 
cient  Mongouls ;  but  it  is  with¬ 
out  any  coherence,  and  fo  muti¬ 
lated,  that  it  would  be  very  dif¬ 
ficult  to  collect  from  its  fragments 
any  fort  of  fyftem  of  the  old  Scha¬ 
mans. 

We  are  able  to  trace  the  name 
of  the  god  of  the  ancient  Scha¬ 
mans,  indeed,  in  the  denomina¬ 
tion  of  the  chief  goddefs  of  the 
Siamefe  and  Peguans,  which  is 
S ommena  Kodo?n  * . 

The  Mongouls*  call  this  god 
S chigimuni,  and  theJCalmucs  Scha- 
kaonuiii,  or  Scbak-Scbimona ,  which 
laid  denomination  mud;  be  our 
guide  in  obtaining  our  knowledge 
of  this  deity,  who  can  be  no 
Other  than  the  well-known  Schaka 
or  Scbekia,  who  was  born  1017 
years  before  the  time  of  our  Blef- 
fed  Saviour,  and  was  called  after 
his  apotheods  Pere  Gaubil, 

in  his  Hilloire  des  Mongoux,  con- 
feffes  that,  he  cannot  difeover 
whence  the  name  po  takes  As  ori¬ 
gin.  It  is  true  nothing  certain 
can  be  adduced  about  it.  But  it 
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feems  highly  probable,  that  Po 
is  the  Bod  or  Budda  of  St.  Je¬ 
rome  ;  for  neither  the  Tibetans, 
nor  Mongouls,  nor  Kalmucs,  have 
an  F  in  their  language.  Mr. 
D’Anoille  obferves  that  Bod  feems 
generally  to  fignify  goddefs  ; 
and  Bodtan,  or  Boutan,  a  name 
given  to  the  kingdom  of  Tibet, 
figniiies  G odd -land. 

Of  this  name  Budda,  a  great 
many  traces  are  hill  to  be  found 
in  the  countries  of  the  Mongouls 
and  of  India.  This  god  Sornmona 
Kodom  is  likewife  called  Pouti - 
Sat,  i.  e.  The  lord  Pouti.  The 
Burats  call  their  priefts  Bo.  Wed- 
nefday  is  termed  in  all  the  lan¬ 
guages  of  India  Budda .  In  the 
Samlkret,  or  holy  language  of  the 
Brahmans,  that  day  is  named 
Budda- <vjaram  :  in  that  of  Ceylon, 
Budda- dina  :  in  that  of  Siam,  Van- 
pout:  and  in  the  Malabarian  lan¬ 
guage,  B  uden  -  kirumci . 

All  thefe  names  are  the  appel¬ 
latives  of  one  and  the  fame  god. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  kingdom 
of  Leao  have  an  academy,  to 
which  the  priefts  of  Siam  refort 
for  the  acquilition  of  their  know¬ 
ledge.  Thefe  call  their  principal 
god  indifferently  either  Budda , 
Sommona  Kodom,  or  Schaka.  In 
Tibet,  this  divinity  has  ftill  an¬ 
other  name.  La.  Perhaps  the 
name  of  Lama ,  as  alfo  that  of 
the  kingdom  Leao  itfeif,  are  de¬ 
rived  from  this  denomination  of 
the  deity. 

The  fignification  of  the  word 
Schaman  is  differently  explained 
by  three  learned  men.  Our  coun¬ 
tryman,  Mr.  Thomas  Hyde,  in- 


*  The  Tartars  called  god  Kutai,  Chutai,  or  Gudai ;  the  Perfians  Khoda, 
Sommona  Kodom  fignifie§  therefore  probably  the  god  of  the  Schamans, 

terprets 
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terprets  it  a  fibbing  or  f ebbing  man. 
Kaempfer  *  explains  it  by  a  man 
(without  pajfjions.  M.  de  la  Lou- 
bere,  an  ingenious  and  very  iearn- 
ed  man,  who  travelled  to  Siam, 
tells  us,  that  it  iignifies  in  the 
Balian,  or  holy  language  of  the 
Siamefe,  a  man  living  in  the 
rwoods  \  a  hermit . 

The  lad  of  thefe  interpretations 
may  very  well  be  reconciled  with 
what  Clemens  Alexandrinus  re¬ 
lates  of  bis  Sarmanes.  c<  They 
“  are  hermits, ”  he  fays,  <f  and 
“  live  neither  in  towns  nor 
f‘  houfes  :  they  cover  their  body 
* (  with  the  bark  of  trees,  and  eat 
(<  nothing  but  wild  fruits.  Their 

drink  is  only  water,  which 
“  they  fcoop  from  the  brook  in 

the  hollow  of  their  hands,  &C,” 
Jn  the  fame  manner  M,  de  la 
Loubere  very  ingenioudy  explains 
the  word  Sehaka.  He  derives  it 
from  the  Siamefe  word  Tfchau-kay 
my  lord,  the  ufual  title  of  the  Ta- 
lapoins  or  prieds  of  Siam.  Scha- 
raan  aqd  Talapoin  mean  the 
fame,  the  former  in  the  Balian, 
and  the  other  in  the  common  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Siamefe. 

t 


Of  the  Religion  of  Tibet  *  or ,  of 
the  Dalai  Lama.  From  the  fame. 

WE  have  likevvife  only  ob- 
feure  and  confufed  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  religion  of  thefe 
people  ;  and  the  miffionaries  re¬ 
late  numberlefs  abfurdities,  both 
as  to  its  origin  and  its  dogmas. 
The  monk  Rubruquis  feems  to 
have  had  fome  knowledge  of 
them  f .  But,  fpeaking  likewife 
of  the  Nedorian  Chridians  (who 
have  even  a  bilhop  refident  in  the 
K-ittaian  town  Seginf),  and  of 
another  fort  of  idolaters  whom  he 
calls  the  Tuinians  |[,  he  confounds 
the  three  together.  Carpini  §,  an¬ 
other  monk,  who  travelled  before 
Rubruquis  to  the  great  hord  of 
the  Tartars,  reprefents  the  £/z- 
gures  as  Chridians  of  the  Nedo- 
rian  fe£t.  The  Jefuit  Gaubil 
afferts  the  fame  thing  4- , 

All  thefe  writers  unanimoufty 
affert,  that  Chridianity  was  diile— 
minated  over  Tongert,  China, 
among  the  Mongouls,  and  even  in 
the  family  of  their  khans.  But 
it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  make  thefe 
tedimonies  accord  with  the  pre- 


#  Hidoire  du  Japan,  tom.  i.  p.  46.  Amd.  1732.  i60!<, 
d  Voyage  du  Rubruquis,  chap.  xxvi. — xxviii. 

%  Rubruquis,  chap,  xxviii.  p.  60.  &  chap,  xlyii.  p.  125.  Marco  Paolo  men¬ 
tions  likewife  a  Kitaian  town  Sin-gui  [the  termination  gui  is  the  Chinefe  dfchu\% 
and  that  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  were  Nedorian  Chridians, 

||  Rubruquis,  chap.  xlv.  adores  us  the  Tuinians  were  idolaters.  But,  what 
js  extraordinary,  in  the  very  fame  chapter  he  affirms,  that  the  Tuinians  were 
addi&ed  to  the  feel  of  the  Manicheans.  The  Oriental  Chridians  often  call 
Manes  Al  Tbenaoiii ,  and  his  fe£J  Al  'Thenaouiah  ;  which  word  fignifies  the  doc-, 
trine  of  the  two  principles.  See  D'Herbelot,  Biblioth.  Orient,  art.  Man:. 
Jience  it  feems  probable,  that  thefe  Tuinians  are  Manicheans. 

§  Carpini,  Voyage,  art.  v.  p.  40. 

q  Observations  Mathematiques,  See.  publiees  par  le  pere  Souciet,  tom.  i. 
p.  224.  D’Herbelot,  Biblotheque  Orientale,  art.  Jgur. — Uigur  is  called,  accord- 
ipg  to  the  Chinefe  geography,  Tuyfan, 
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fent  ftate  of  thofe  countries.  For 
we  find  not  the  lead  trace  of  Chrif- 
tianity  therein,  except  among  fuch 
as  have  been  converted  perhaps  by 
the  Jefuits  in  China  in  modern 
times.  On  the  contrary,  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Lama  prevails  much  at 
Tongut,  in  fome  kingdoms  of 
India,  in  Mongolia,  among  the 
Eluts,  and  alfo  in  China. 

It  feems  therefore  probable, 
that  the  Nefiorian  monks  in  for¬ 
mer  time  might  have  vifited  thefe 
regions.  But,  in  procefs  of  time, 
as  their  priefis  became  more  and 
more  ignorant,  as  well  as  remoter 
from  other  Chriftians,  Chriftiani- 
ty  became  likewife  more  and 
more  corrupted,  till  at  length  it 
vanifned  quite  away,  or  was  ob- 
i'crbed  in  the  religion  of  Lama. 

This  religion  feems  not  to  be 
of  a  very  antient  date.  It  is  a 
mixture  of  the  fuperftition  of  the 
old  Schamans  with  the  Chrifiian 
religion.  From  the  Schamans  it 
retained  Fo  and  the  metemp- 
fychofis  :  from  Chrifiianity  it  pro¬ 
bably  took  its  ceremonies  and  ha¬ 
bits. 

.  Several  learned  writers  derive 
the  ceremonial  of  the  religion  of 
Lama  from  the  Indians,  and  that 
from  the  Egyptians  :  as  it  is 
thought  that  the  ceremonies  of  the 
Egyptians  were  fpread  a]  molt 
over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth. 
From  all  which  we  lhall  only  ob- 


ferve,  that  in  the  remote!!  ages 
the  Egyptians  had.  no  other  phy- 
ficians  than  their  -  priefis.  This 
c-uftom  obtaineddikewii'e  among!! 
the  Syrians  and  Hebrews.  Afa 
firfi  tried  the  a fii fiance  of  proper 
phyficians,  and  was  reproved  for 
it#.'  The  fame  cufiorn  prevailed  in 
India  and  over  all  the  Eafi.  The 
antient  Tartars  and  Mongouls  had 
no  other  phyficians  than  their 
priefis.  And  we  find  it  fo  at  pre- 
fent  among  all  the  lavage  nations 
of  Siberia,  and  even  in  America. 
It  feems  very  probable  that  the 
earlier  Chriftians  took  fome  cere¬ 
monies  from  the  neighbouring  na¬ 
tions  ;  and  perhaps  all  the  rites 
and  ceremonies  among  different 
nations,  that  are  very  fimilar  to 
each  other,  came  originally  from 
the  religion  of  the  ./Egyptians  f. 

Kasmpfer  J  labours  much  to 
make  it  probable,  that  the  founder 
of  the  religion  of  Fo  was  an 
/Egyptian.  But  he  feems  to  be 
in.  the  wrong  :  and  his  conjecture 
would  have  been  more  probable, 
if  he  had  put  the  religion  of  the 
Brahmans  inftead  of  that  ofFo. 

It  might  furnilh  matter  of  dif- 
pute  between  the  Indians  and 
/Egyptians  which  of  them  were 
the  elder  nation.  If  Shuckford’s 
conjecture  could  be  proved  true, 
that  Mount  Ararat,  on  which  the 
ark  of  Noah  relied,  is  one  of  thofe 
mountains  which  form  the  nor- 


*  c‘  And  Afia,  in  the  thirty  and  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  was  difeafed  in  his 
feet,  until  his  difeafe  was  exceeding  great:  yet  in  his  difeafe  he  fought  not  to 
the  Lord,  but  to  the  phyficians. ”  2.  Chron.  xvi.  12. 

'  f  The  priefis  of  /Egypt  lhaved  their  head  and  wore  linen  garments.  Mar¬ 
tial,  epigram,  xii.  29.  Juvenal,  fat.  vi.  lin.  533. 

Oil*  grege  lin  igero  circumdatus,  et  grege  calvq 
Plangentis  populi  currit  derifor  Anubis. 

I  Hiftoire  du  Japon,  torn,  I.  p.  31.  34. 

thera 
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them  frontier  of  India,  it  would 
be  a  great  argument  in  favour  of 
the  Indians.  Several  writers  en¬ 
deavour  to  prove  likewife,  that 
the  Perfian  magi  received  their 
knowledge  and  their  religion  from 
the  Indians*.  And  indeed  as  the 
./Egyptians  and  the  Brahmans  have 
fo  great  a  fimilarity  in  their  man¬ 
ner  of  life,  police,  tenets,  and  re¬ 
ligious  ceremonies,  one  nation  cer¬ 
tainly  tran fcribed  from  the  other. 
But  the  queftion  is,  which  nation 
received  them  from  the  other  ? 
Some  arts,  as  well  as  fome  of  the 
doctrines  of  pliiiofophers,  came 
from  India  to  Europe,  as  the  game 
of  chefs,  the  art  of  reckoning 
with  ten  cyphers,  Democritus’s 
doctrine  of  atoms,  the  metemp- 
fychofis,  &c.  which  laft  was  re¬ 
ceived  likewife  by  the  /Egyptians. 

Pythagoras  brought  this  doflrine 
from  India,  not  from  Egypt.  Eu- 
febius,  in  his  Chronicle,  relates 
that  about  four  hundred  years 
after  the  birth  of  Abraham, 
which  happened  a  hundred  and 
twenty  years  before  the  going  out 
of  /Egypt,  there  came  a  fwarm  of 
/Ethiopians  from  the  river  Indus, 
and  fettled  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  /Egypt.  We  here  fee  that  the 
Indians  made  a  voyage  by  water 
to  /Egypt;  but  we  find  no  ac¬ 
counts  that  the  /Egyptians  ever 
made  fuch  an  one. 

The  /Egyptians,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  may  alledge  the  expeditions 
of  Ofiris,  Bacchus,  and  Sefoftris. 
For,  notwithicanding  thefe  events 
are  mixed  with’  fables,  the  moft 
abfurd  relations  have  vet  fome  cer- 

J 

tain  foundation  in  truth,  which 

*  Ammian.  Marcdlin.  lib.  xxiii. 

Cl  line,  el  de  la  Tartarie  Chinoife*  tom. 
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we  are  not  capable  of  thoroughly 
developing*,  it  may  be  that  feme 
.Egyptians  emigrated  likewife  to 
India,  in  order  to  avoid  the  cruel 
treatment  of  the  Perfian  king  Cam- 
byles.  At  leall  the  hiftory  of 
mankind  feems  to  fupport  this 
conjecture  ;  for  the  limits  of  every 
religion  have  always  been  extends 
ed  as  often  as  it  has  been  perfe- 
cuted. 

There  are  two  perfonages  that 
have  for  feveral  centuries  been 
very  famous  in  the  world,  Prefter 
John  and  Dalai  Lama.  Three 
travellers,  Carpini,  Rubruquis, 
and  Marco  Paolo,  firft  made  Eu¬ 
rope  acquainted  with  Prefter  John, 
but  they  all  have  different  opi¬ 
nions  about  him.  The  firft  re- 
prefents  him  as  an  Indian  king; 
the  fecond  as  a  Chriftian  king  of 
the  Tartarian  hord  Naiman,  whom 
he  believed  to  be  likewife  Chrif- 
tians.  But  both  their  accounts 
are  certainly  wrong. 

The  Portuguefe  having  found 
a  way  to  India  by  fea  round  Afri¬ 
ca,  aifeovered  a  certain  Chriftian 
prince  in  Abyftinia,  whom  they 
took  for  Prefter  John,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  three  before-men¬ 
tioned  travellers  had  placed  him, 
not  in  Africa,  but  in  the  remote!! 
parts  of  the  Eaft,  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  China.  This  cir- 
cumftance  they  overlooked. 

But  we  muft  firft  proceed  to  give 
fome  accounts  of  Dalai  Lama. 
He  lives  in  a  pagoda  on  the  moun¬ 
tain  Potala,  which,  according  to- 
the  Jefuit  Gaubil,  is  under  298  6f 
northern  latitude,  and  25°  58' 
weftern  longitude  from  Pekin  ft, 

ft  See  Da  Halde,  Defcription  de  la 
IV.  p.  122.  125. 

His 
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His  followers  explain  the  nature 
of  his  immortality  in  the  following 
manner :  that  his  foul,  after  the 
death  of  his  body*  paffes  into  ano¬ 
ther  human  body  which  is  born 
exactly  at  that  time,  and  this  man 
is  the  new  Dalai  Lama** 

A 1  moll  all  the  nations  of  the 
Dali,  except  the  Mohammedans, 
believe  the  metempfycholis  as  the 
moll  important  article  of  their 
faith ;  efpecially  the  Indians,  the 
inhabitants  of  Tibet,  and  Ava, 
the  Peguans,  Siamefe,  Mongouls, 
all  the  Kalmucs,  and  the  greatell 
part  of  the  Chinefe  and  Japanefe. 
According  to  the  doCtrine  of  the 
metempfychofi3,  the  foul  is  always 
in  adlion,  and  never  at  red;  for 
no  fooner  does  Ihe  leave  her  old 
habitation  but  die  enters  a  new 
one.  The  Dalai  Lama  being  a 
divine  perfon,  he  can  find  no  bet¬ 
ter  lodging  than  the  body  of  his 
fuccelfor ;  or,  properly  not  the 
foul,  but  the  Fo  redding  in  the 
Dalai  Lama  which  paffes  into  his 
fucceffor :  and  this  being  a  god  to 
Whom  all  things  are  known  f,  the 
Dalai  Lama  therefore  is  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  every  thing  that  happen¬ 
ed  during  his  refidence  in  the  for¬ 
mer  body.  Thus,  at  lead,  the 
thinking  people  of  that  religion 
would  perhaps  explain  their  me- 
tempfychofis.  The  far  greater 
part  of  the  worfhippers  of  Lama, 
however,  do  not  require  reafon 
and  arguments  for  what  they  be¬ 
lieve  ;  but  take  all  in  a  literal 
fenfe,  and  examine  no  farther ; 


having  the  fame  notion  of  tn£ 
Lama  as  the  Mongouls  had  of  the 
Pope  L 

Prefter  John,  of  whom  we  have 
fpoken  above,  in  like  manner 
gave  rife  to  many  conjectures ;  the 
greatell  part  of  which  are  fo  im¬ 
probable  as  not  to  deferVe  refuta¬ 
tion.  We  will  begin  therefore  at 
once  by  that  method  which  feems 
to  promife  the  bell  elucidation  of 
the  matter* 

The  name  Pretre  jean,  or  J  nan, 
was  miftakenly  heard  by  the  firft 
Europeans  that  vilited  thefq  re* 
gions*  And  their  fancy  working 
upon  it,  formed  many  extravagant 
ideas  which  were  received  and 
cherifhed  in  Europe.  Thefe  tra* 
vellers  perceived  a  certain  refem- 
blance  between  the  found  of  & 
word  in  the  Mongolian  and  Ti* 
betan  languages  with  that  of  a. 
French,  Italian,  and  Portuguefb 
word.  Unufed  to  the  ftudy  of 
languages,  they  imagined  that 
fuch  words  as  had  a  fimilar  found 
mull  have  likewife  the  fame  figni* 
fication  in  the  language  of  Tibet 
and  of  the  Mongouls  which  they 
bore  in  fome  of  the  European < 
This  idea  being  once  received, 
many  fantaftical  etymologies  and 
fables  naturally  arofe,  as  that 
about  a  certain  Indian  johanes 
Prefbyter,  &c. 

Among  all  the  etymologies, 
that  of  Scaliger  }|  feerris  to  be  the 
moll  probable*  This  name,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  opinion,  came  from 
India,  and  properly  was  Prelle 


*  Others  relate,  that  they  keep  a  young  man  in  the  pagoda  during  the  life  of 
the  Dalai  Lama,  who  is  to  fucceed  him. 
f  Du  Halde,  tom  IV.  p.  573. 

f  Kubruquis  fays,  that  in  his  travels  to  the  Oreater  Tartary,  he  was  aiked 
by  feveral  Mongouls  whether  the  Pope  was  really  five  hundred  years  ojd. 
jj  De  emendations  temporum,  p,  $37, 

Jehati 
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Jehan  (Prede  Giani ;  for  Gehan 
in  the  Perfian  and  Indian  lan¬ 
guages  fignifies  the  world),  which 
is  as  much  as  to  fay,  a  meffenger  of 
the  world ;  or  an  uui-verjal  apofle* 
The  Nedorian  patriarchs  always 
appropriated  to  themfelvcs  the 
pompous  title  of  Catholicus  *, 
which  fignifies,  as  every  one  knows, 
almoft  the  fame  thing-. 

Now,  if  we  can  admit  that  the 
miflionaries  of  the  Nellorians  came 
into  thefe  countries  (which  almod 
every  competent  judge  in  fuch 
matters  will  allow)  then  theNedo- 
rian  patriarch  and  Prefter  John  are 
one  perfon  ;  at  lead  according  to 
the  rules  of  etymology.  And  this 
Preder  John  being  a  chridian,  he 
mud  have  been  the  Catholicus  of 
the  Nedorians;  or  perhaps  only  a 
bidiop  fent  by  the  Catholicus,  who 
in  thefe  diftant  regions  adfumed  a 
greater  title  than  was  drictly  due 
to  him. 

In  the  purfuit  of  thefe  enquiries 
we  fhall  find  this  Preder  John,  or 
this  Nedorian  Catholicus,  to  be 
likewife  one  and  the  fame  with  the 
Dalai  Lama. 

Preder  John  was  heard-of  earlier 
than  the  Dalai  Lama.  In  the 
country  of  the  Mongouls,  where 
Preder  John  is  laid  to  have  for¬ 
merly  redded,  they  knew  nothing 
about  a  Dalai  Lama  before  the 
time  of  Ivajuk-khan,  one  of  the 
defendants  of  Tfchingis-khan  f . 
Among  the  Europeans,  Pere  An- 
drada  is  one  of  the  fil'd  who  men¬ 


6f 

tions  him,  about  the  year  1624 
and  Bernier  fpeaks  of  him  as  of  a 
drange  novelty  {{. 

It  deferves  to  be  remarked,  that 
the  old  writers,  vvhild  they  take 
notice  of  the  Nedorians  and  Preder 
John,  fay  not  a  fyllable  of  the 
Dalai  Lama.  But  no  fooner  arc 
they  become  acquainted  with  the 
Dalai  Lama,  than  they  ceafe  all 
mention  of  Preder  John  and  the 
Nedorians  in  Mongolia  and  Tibet. 

All  thefe  circumdances  feent 
fufficiently  to  prove  that  the  Ca¬ 
tholicus,  Prede  Gehan,  and  Da¬ 
lai  §,  are  only  one  perfon. 


An  Account  of  the  Sufferings  of  Lady 
Harriet  Ackland,  in  the  Cam¬ 
paigns  of  1776  and  1777,  in 
Canada. 

fhe  following  extraordinary  Ex* 
ample  of  Female  Excellence  is 
taken  from  Lieutenant-General 
BurgoyneL  State  of  the  Expe¬ 
dition  into  Canada.  (  It  would 
exhibit  (fays  the  General )  if  well 
delineated ,  an  interefing  Picture 
of  the  Spirit ,  the  Enter  prize f 
and  the  Difrefs  of  Ro?nance , 
realized  a?id  regulated  upon  the 
chafe  and  fober  Principles  of 
rational  Lowe  and  cojinubial 
Duty.*  Indeed  one  cannot  well 
imagine  the  Female  Frame  capa¬ 
ble  of  fupporting  fuch  extreme 
Difrefs  ;  and  the  General  relates 

la  foi  Chretienne  a  la  Chine,  par 
des  Indes,  et  de  la  Chine,  p.  238, 


*  See  Didertation  de  la  predication  de 
M.  Renaudot,  dans  les  anciennes  relations 
Sc  feqq. 

p  Rubruquis,  chap.  xlx.  Marco  Paolo,  lib.  c.  51.  Gaubil,  p.  105.  &  143, 
j  Du  Halde,  tom.  IV.  p.  576. 

(|  Voyages,  vol.  II.  p.  3°9- 

§  Dalai,  in  the  language  oi  the  Mongouls,  fignifies  a  fed,  or  ocean,  and  in 
a  metaphorical  nullification*  an  immenje  difancst 

the 
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the  Story  in  a  Manner  that  does 
Honour  to  his  Feelings . 

LADY  Harriet  Ackland  had 
accompanied  her  hufband  to 
Canada  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1776.  In  the  courfe  of  that 
campaign  fhe  had  traverfed  a  vaft 
fpace  of  country,  in  different  ex¬ 
tremities  of  feafons,  and  with  diffi¬ 
culties  that  an  European  traveller 
will  not  eafily  conceive,  to  attend 
her  hufband,  in  a  poor  hut  at 
Chamblee,  upon  hisfick-bed. 

In  the  opening  of  the  campaign 
of  17 77,  ilie  was  reftrained  from 
offering  herfelf  to  a  fhare  of  the 
hazard  expedled  before  Ticon- 
deroga,  by  the  pofitive  injun&ion 
of  her  hufband.  The  day  after 
the  conqueft  of  that  place,  he  was 
badly  wounded,  and  Ihe  croffed 
the  Lake  Champlain  to  join  him. 

As  foon  as  he  recovered.  Lady 
Harriet  proceeded  to  follow  his 
fortunes  through  the  campaign, 
and  at  Fort  Edward,  or  at  the 
next  camp,  fhe  acquired  a  two- 
wheel  tumbril,  which  had  been 
conftrudted  by  the  artillery,  fimilar 
to  the  carriage  ufed  for  the  mail 
upon  the  great  roads  of  England. 
Major  Ackland  commanded  the 
Britifh  grenadiers,  which  were 
attached  to  General  Trafer’s  corps, 
and  confequently  were  the  molt 
advanced  pod  of  the  army.  Their 
fituations  were  often  fo  alert,  that 
no  perfons  flept  out  of  their  clothes. 
In  one  of  thefe  fituations  a  tent,  in 
which  the  major  and  lady  Harriet 
were  alleep,  fuddenly  took  fire. 
An  orderly  ferjeant  of  grenadiers, 
with  great  hazard  of  fuftbcation, 
dragged  out  the  firft  perfon  he 
caught  hold  of.  It  proved  to  be 
the  major.  It  happened,  that  in 
the  fame  inflant  fhe  had,  un- 
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knowing  what  fhe  did,  and  perhaps 
not  perfectly  awake,  providentially 
made  her  efcape,  by  creeping  un¬ 
der  the  walls  of  the  back  part  of 
the  tent.  The  firft  objebt  fhe  law 
upon  the  recovery  of  her  fenfes, 
was  the  major  on  the  other  fide,.> 
and  in  the  fame  inftant  again  in 
the  fire,  in  fearch  of  her.  The 
ferjeant  again  faved  him,  but  not 
without  the  major  being  very  fe- 
verely  burned  in  the  face  and  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  the  body.  Every 
thing  they  had  with  them  in  the 
tent  was  confumed. 

This  accident  happened  a  little 
time  before  the  army  had  paffed 
the  Hudfon’s  river.  It  neither 
altered  the  refolution  nor  the 
chearfulnefs  of  lady  Harriet ;  and 
fhe  continued  her  progrefs,  a  par¬ 
taker  of  the  fatigues  of  the  ad¬ 
vanced  corps.  The  next  call  upon 
her  fortitude  was  of  a  different 
nature,  and  more  diftrefsful,  as 
of  longer  fufpence.  On  the  march 
of  the  19th,  the  grenadiers  being 
liable  to  aftion  at  every  ftep,  fhe 
had  been  airefted  by  the  major  to 
follow  the  route  of  the  artillery 
and  baggage,  which  was  not  ex- 
pofed.  At  the  time  the  adliori 
began,  fhe  found  herfelf  near  a* 
fmall  uninhabited  hut,  where  fhe 
alighted.  When  it  was  found  the 
adtion  was  becoming  general  and 
bloody,  the  furgeons  of  the  hof- 
pital  took  poffeffion  of  the  fame 
place,  as  the  moft  convenient  for 
the  firft  care  of  the  wounded^ 
Thus  was  this  lady  in  hearing  of 
one  continued  fire  of  cannon  and 
mulketry,  for  fome  hours  together, 
with  the  prefumption,  from  the 
poft  of  her  hufband  at  the  head-  of 
the  grenadiers,  that  he  was  in  the 
moft  expofed  part  of  the  adlion. 
She  had  three  female  companions*, 

the 
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the  baronefs  of  Reidefel,  and  the 
wives  of  two  Britilh  officers,  major 
Harnage  and  lieutenant  Reynell ; 
but  in  the  event  their  prefence 
ferved  but  little  for  comfort.  Ma¬ 
jor  Harnage  was  foon  brought  to 
the  furgeons,  very  badly  wounded ; 
and  a  little  while  after  came  in¬ 
telligence  that  lieutenant  Reynell 
was  fhot  dead.  Imagination  will 
want  no  helps  to  figure  the  ftate  of 
the  whole  groupe. 

From  the  date  of  that  aClion  to 
the  yth  of  October,  lady  Harriet, 
with  her  ufual  ferenity,  hood  pre¬ 
pared  for  new  trials !  And  it  was 
her  lot  that  their  feverity  increafed 
with  their  numbers.  .She  was 
again  expofed  to  the  hearing  of 
the  whole  action,  and  at  lall  re¬ 
ceived  the  fhock  of  her  individual 
misfortune,  mixed  with  the  intel¬ 
ligence  of  the  general  calamity ; 
the  troops  were  defeated,  and  ma¬ 
jor  Ackland,  defperately  wounded, 
was  a  prifoner. 

The  day  of  the  8th  was  pafifed 
by  lady  Harriet  and  her  compa¬ 
nions  in  common  anxiety,  not  a 
tent,  nor  a  ffied,  being  handing, 
except  what  belonged  to  the  hof- 
pital,  their  refuge  was  among  the 
wounded  and  the  dying. 

I  foorn received  a  mehafge  from 
lady  Harriet,  fubmitting  to  my 
decifion  a  propofal  (and  expreffing 
an  earneh  folicitude  to  execute  it. 


C  T  E  R  S.  6$ 

if  not  interfering  with  my  defigns) 
of  paffing  to  the  camp  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  and  requehing  general  Gates’s 
permiffion  to  attend  her  hufband. 

Though  I  was  ready  to  believe 
(for  I  had  experienced)  that  pa¬ 
tience  and  fortitude,  in  a  fupreme 
degree,  were  to  be  found,  as  well 
as  every  virtue,  under  the  moh 
tender  forms,  I  was  ahonihied  at 
this  propofal.  After  fo  long  an 
agitation  of  the  fpirits,  exhaufted 
not  only  for  want  of  reh,  but  ab- 
folutely  want  of  food,  drenched 
in  rains  for  twelve  hours  together, 
that  a  woman  fhould  be  capable  of 
fuch  an  undertaking  as  delivering 
herfelf  to  the  enemy,  probably  in 
the  night,  and  uncertain  of  what 
hands  hie  might  fall  into,  ap¬ 
peared  an  effort  above  human  na¬ 
ture.  The  affiftance  I  Was  enabled 
to  give  was  fmall  indee'd  ;  I  had. 
not  even  a  cup  of  wine  to  offef 
her ;  but  I  was  told  hie  had  found, 
from  fome  kind  and  fortunate 
hand,  a  little  rum  and  dirty  water. 
All  I  could  furnifh  to  her  was  an 
open  boat  and  a  few  lilies,  written 
upon  dirty  and  wet  paper,  to  ge-i 
neral  Gates,  recommending  her 
to  his  protection* 

Mr.  Brudenell,  the  chaplain  to 
the  artillery  (the  fame  gentleman 
who  had  officiated  fo  fignally  at 
general  Frafer’s  funeral  #  )  readily 
undertook  to  accompany  her,  and 

with 


*  The  circumftances  attending  the  funeral  of  this  brave  officer  were  very 
remarkable  : — Early  in  the  morning  general  Frafer  breathed  his  laft — arid  with 
the  kindeft  expreffions  of  his  afteCtion  his  laft  reqtieft  was  brought  to  me,  that 
he  might  be  carried  without  parade  by  the  foldiers  of  .his  corps  to  the  great 
redoubt,  and  buried  there. 

About  fun-fet  the  body  of  general  Frafer  was  brought  up  the  hill,  attended 
only  by  the  officers  who  had  lived  in  hisTamily.  To  arrive  at  the  redoubt,  it 
pafled  within  view  of  the  greateft  part  of  both  armies.  General  Philips,  general 
Reidefel,  and  rnyfelf,  who  were  handing  together,  were  ftruck  with  the  humi¬ 
lity  of  the  proceffi*n  ;  they,  \vh«  were  ignorant  that  privacy  had  been  requefted, 
Vo*.  XXIH.  '  F  might 
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with  cine  female  fervant,  and  the 
major’s  valet-de-chambre  (who  had 
a  ball,  which  he  had  received  in 
the  late  action,  then  in  his  fhoul- 
der)  file  rowed  down  the  river  to 
meet  the  enemy*  But  her  diflreffes 
were  not  yet  to  end.  The  night 
was  advanced  before  the  boat 
reached  the  enemy’s  out-pofts,  and 
the  centinel  would  not  let  it  pafs, 
nor  even  come  on  fhore.  In  vain 
Mr.  Brudenell  offered  the  flag  of 
truce,  and  reprefented  the  date  of 
the  extraordinary  paffenger.  The 
guard,  apprehenfive  of  treachery, 
and  punblilious  to  their  orders, 
threatened  to  fire  into  the  boat  if 
they  flirted  before  day-light.  Her 
anxiety  and  bufferings  were  thus 
protruded  through  feven  or  eight 
dark  and  cold  hours  ;  and  her 
reflections  upon  that  flrft  reception 
could  not  give  her  very  encou¬ 
raging  ideas  of  the  treatment  die 
was  afterwards  to  exped.  But  it 
is  due  to  juftice  at  the'  dole  of  this 
adventure  to  fay,  that  flie  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  accommodated  by  ge¬ 
neral  Gates  with  all  the  humanity 
and  refpeCt  that  her  rank,  her 
merits,  and  her  fortunes  deferred. 

Let  fuch  as  are  affedled  by 
thefe  circumftances  of  alarm,  hard- 
fliip,  and  danger,  recoiled,  that 


the  fubjefl  of  them  was  a  woman  ; 
of  t'he  moft  tender  and  delicate 
frame  ;  of  the  gentlefl  mariners, 
habituated  to  all  the  foft  ele¬ 
gances,  and  refined  enjoyment, 
that  attend  high  birth  and  for¬ 
tune  ;  and  far  advanced  in  a  flate 
in  which  the  tender  cares,  always 
due  to  the  fex,  become  indiff 
penfably  neceffary.  Her  mind 
alone  was  formed  for  fuch  trials  ! 

cfranflation  of  a  fort  Extract  from 
a  Journal  kept  by  C.  P.  Thun- 
berg,  M.  D.  during  his  Voyage 
to,  and  Ref  deuce  in,  .the*  Empire 
of  Tapan,  in  a  Letter  addrefed 
to  the  P.R.S. 

\_From  the  Philof  Eranf.  Vol.  69  .J 

S  I  R, 

BRING  my  fhort  refidence 
in  London,  where  you  did 
me  the  honour  of  introducing  me 
to  many  men  of  learning,  con- 
verfatipns  frequently  arofe,  in 
which  queflions  were  afked  of  me 
concerning  the  empire  of  Japan  : 
to  thefe  I  could  at  that  time  give 
anfwers  only  from  memory  ;  but, 
having  now  got  poffeflion  of  my 
papers,  I  have  drawn  out,  for  the 
farther  fatisfaClion  of  the  Royal 
Society,  and  your  particular 


might  conflrue  it  into  negleCl.  We  could  neither  endure  that  reflection,-  nor 
inched  reftrain  our  natural  propenfity  to  pay  our  1  aft  attention  to  his  remains. 

The  inceffant  cannonade  during  the  folemnity  5  the  Ready  attitude  and  unal¬ 
tered  voice  with  which  the  chaplain  officiated,  though  frequently  covered  with 
dull,  which  the  fliot  threw  up  on  all  fides  of  him  ;  the  mute  but  expreffive  mix¬ 
ture  of  fenfibility  and  indignation  upon  every  countenance  :  thefe  objects  will 
remain  to  the  lafl  of  life  upon  the  minds  of  every  man  who  was  prefent.  The 
growing  dufkinefs  added  to  the  fcenery,  and  the  whole  marked  a  charafter  of 
that  juncture,  that  would  make  one  of  the  fineft  fubjecls  for  the  pencil  of  a 
mailer  that  the  field  ever  exhibited.  To  the  canvafs,  and  to  the  faithful  page 
of  a  more  important  hiflorian,  gallant  friend,  I  confign  thy  memory!  ^  Theie 
mav  thy  talents,  thy  manly  virtues,  their  progrefs  and  their  period,  find  due 
diftinflion  ;  and  long  may  they  furvive ! —  long  after  the  frail  record  of  my  pen 


Ih all  be  forgotten. 
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friends,  the  following  fhort  ex¬ 
tract  of  a  journal  which  I  kept 
regularly  during  a  refidence  of 
fixteen  months  in  that  diftant 
country. 

To  you.  Sir,  it  is  already 
known,  that  I  was  font  out  by  the 
directors  of  the  Botanic  Gardens 
at  Amfterdam,  and  fome  other 
eminent  men  of  that  place;  firft  to 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and 
from  thence  to  Japan  :  in  order  to 
investigate  the  natural  hiftory  of 
tftofe  countries,  and  to  fend  from 
thence  feeds  and  living  plants  of 
unknown  kinds,  for  the  ufe  of 
their  collections  in  Holland.  At 
the  firft  of  thefe  places  I  refided 
three  years  ;  and  during  that  time 
had  the  good  fortune  to  obferve 
and  deferibe  many  new  fpecies 
both  of  animals  and  vegetables. 

In  the  year  1775  I  failed  from 
th  ence  for  Batavia,  and  after  a 
fhort  ftay  there,  embarked  on 
board  a  Dutch  fhip,  called  Sta- 
veniiTe,  bound  for  Japan,  in  com¬ 
pany  with  the  Blyenburg.  On 
the  2 1  ft  of  June,  we  failed  and 
patTed  Pulo  Sapatoo,  the  coaft  of 
China,  and  the  ifland  Formofai 
On  the  13th  of  Auguft  we  made 
the  land  of  Japan,  and  the  day 
after  were  oft'  the  harbour  of 
Nagafacci,  the  only  one  in  that 
empire  where  foreign  fnips  are 
allowed  to  anchor. 

During  this  p adage  we  met 
with  fevere  gales  of  wind,  in  one 
of  which  the  Blyenburg,  having 
received  much  damage  in  her 
inafts,  parted  company,  and  (as 
we  afterwards  learned)  was  obliged 
to  go  back  to  Canton,  to  refit. 

We  failed  into  the  harbour  of 
Nagafacci  with  our  colours  flying, 
and  faluted  the  Papenburg,  the 
emperor’s  and  emprefs’s  guard. 


67 

and  the  town  itfelf.  During  this 
time  there  came  on  board  of  us 
two  over  banjofes,  feveral  inter¬ 
preters,  and  inferior  officers,  and 
fome  people  belonging  to  the 
Dutch  factory. 

Thefe  over  banjofes  may  be 
compared  to  the  mandarins  of 
China  :  a  place  is  prepared  for 
them  upon  the  Blip’s  deck,  and 
fome  of  them  (for  they  are  fre¬ 
quently  changed)  mull  be  prefent 
when  any  thing  is  taken  out  of, 
or  received  into,  her.  They  in- 
fpe£t  every  thing,  mufter  the  peo¬ 
ple,  give  paflports  to  fuch  as  go 
on  fhore,  and  every  day  report  to 
the  governor  of  Nagafacci  the 
proceedings  on  board. 

The  attention  and  car£  with 
which  thefe  gentlemen  execute  the 
orders  iflued  by  the  Imperial  Court 
in  1775  is  well  worthy  of  relation. 
The  moft  minute  articles  which 
are  carried  out  of  a  fhip  undergo  a 
jealous  infpection,  both  when  they 
are  put  into  the  boats,  and  when 
they  are  landed  from  them  ;  and 
the  fame  caution  is  ufed  in  em¬ 
barking  goods  from  the  fhore. 

Bedding  is  ripped  open,  and 
the  very  feathers  examined  ♦  chefts 
are  not  only  emptied  of  their  con¬ 
tents,  but  the  boards  of  which 
they  are  made  are  fearched,  left 
contraband  goods  Ihould  be  con¬ 
cealed  in  their  fubftance.  Pots  of 
fweetmeats  and  of  butter  are  ftirred 
round  with  an  iron  fkewer.  Our 
cheefes  had  a  more  narrow  in- 
fpe&ion  ;  a  large  hole  was  cut  into 
the  middle  of  each,  and  a  knife 
thruft  into  the  fides  of  it  in  every 
direction :  even  the  eggs  were  not 
exempted  from  fufpicion ;  many 
of  them  were  broken,  left  they 
Ihould  conceal  contraband  goods 
within  them. 

F  2  Qnrfclves. 
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Ourfelves,  from  the  higheft  to 
the  loweb,  underwent-  the  fame 
fufpicious  fcrutiny  whenever  we 
went  from  or  returned  on  board 
the  fliip.  Our  backs  were  firb 
broke d  down  by  the  hand  of  the 
infpedlor ;  our  fides,  bellies,  and 
thighs,  were  then  in  like  manner 
examined  ;  fo  that  it  was  next  to 
impoffible  that  any  thing  could  be 
concealed. 

Formerly  they  were  lefs  exact 
in  this  vibration  ;  the  chief  of  the 
factory  and  captain  of  the  veffel 
were  even  exempted  from  it.  This 
privilege  they  ufed  in  its  utmoft 
extent :  each  dreffed  himfelf  in  a 
great  coat,  in  which  were  two 
large  pockets,  or  rather  facks,  for 
the  reception  of  contraband  goods, 
and  they  generally  paired  back¬ 
wards  and  forwards  three  times 
&  day. 

Abu'fes  of  this  nature  irritated 
the  japan  government  fo  much, 
that  they  refolved  to  make  new 
regulations.  For  fome  time  they 
found,  that  the  more  dexterity 
thev  ufed  in  detecting;  the  tricks  of 
the  "  Europeans,  the  more  dex- 
troufly  they  contrived  to  evade 
them  :  at  lab,  however,  by  re¬ 
peated  trials,  they  have  fo  cem- 
pleatly  abridged  their  liberties, 
that  it  is  now  almofc,  if  not  ab- 
folutely,  impoffible  to  fmuggle  any 
thing. 

The  complexions  of  the  Japanefe 
are  in  general  yellowifh,  although 
fome  few,  generally  women,  are 
almob  white.  Their  narrow  eyes 
and  high  eye-brows  are  like  thofe 
of  the  Chinefe  and  Tartars.  Their 
nefes,  though  not  flat,  are  ihorter 
and  thicker  than  ours.  Their 
hair  is  univerfally  black ;  and 
fuch  a  famenefs  of  fafhion  reign's 
shiough  this  whole  empire,  that 


the  head  drefs  is  the  fame  from 
the  emperor  to  the  peafant. 

The  mode  of  the  men’s  head- 
drefs  is  Angular  ;  the  middle  part 
of  their  heads,  from  the  forehead 
very  far  back,  is  clofe-fhaven  :  the 
hair  remaining  round  the  temples 
and  nape  of  the  neck  is  turned  up 
and  tied  upon  the  top  of  the  head 
into  a  kind  of  brum,  about  as 
long  as  a  finger ;  this  briifh  is 
again  lapped  round  with  white 
thread,  and  bent  a  little  back¬ 
wards. 

The  women  preferve  all  their 
hair,  and,  drawing  it  together  on 
the  top  of  the  head,  roll  it  tound 
a  loop,_and  fallen  ing  it  down  with 
phis,  to  which  ornaments  are 
affixed,  draw  out  the  fides  till  they 
appear  like  little  wings ;  behind 
this  a  comb  is  buck  in. 

Phyficians  and  priebs  are  the 
only  exception  to  the  general 
fafhion  ;  they  (have  their  heads 
inti  rely,  and  are  by  that  means 
dibingu ifhed  from  the  reb  of  the 
people. 

T  he  fafhion  of  their  deaths  has 
alfo  remained  the  fame  from  the 
higheb  antiquity.  They  confib 
of  one  or  more  loefe  gowns,  tied 
about  the  middle  with  a  fafli  ;  tire 
women  wear  them  much  longer 
than  the  men,  and  dragging  on 
the  ground.  In  fummer  they  are 

O  *  •  0  • 

very  thin  ;  but  in  winter  quilted 
with  filk  or  cotton  wadding. 

People  of  rank  have  them  made 
of  filk  ;  the  lower  clafs  of  cotton 
fluffs.  Women  generally  wear  a 
greater  number  of  them  than  men, 
and  have  them  more  ornamented* 
often  with  gold  or  filver  flowers 
woven  into  the  buff. 

Tipefe  gowns  are  generally  left 
open  at  the  breab ;  their  beeves 
are  very  wide,  but  partly  fewed 

up 
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tip  in  front,,  fo  as  to  make  a  kind 
of  pocket,  into  which  they  can 
cafily  put  their  hands,  and  in  this 
they  generally  carry  papers,  or 
fuch  like  light  things. 

Men  of  confequence  are  diilin- 
guilhed  from  thofe  of  inferior  rank 
by  a  ifhort  jacket  of  thin  biack 
fluff,  which  is  worn  over  their 
gowns,  and  trowfers  open'  on  the 
fides,  but  fewed  together  near  the 
bottom,  which  take  in  their  Ikirts. 
Some  ufe  drawers,  but  all  have 
their  legs  naked.  They  wear 
landals  of  draw,  fafiened  to  their 
feet  by  a  bow  palling  over  the 
inllep,  and  a  firing  which  paffes 
between  the  great  toe  and  that 
next  to  it,  fixing  to  the  bow.  In 
winter  they  have  focks  of  linen, 
and  in  rainy  or  dirty  weather, 
wooden  fhoes. 

They  never  cover  their  heads 
but  on  a  journey,  when  they  ufe  a 
conical  cap  made  of  firaw  ;  at  other 
times  they  defend  themfelves  from 
the  fun  or  the  rain  by  fans  or  um¬ 
brellas. 

In  their  fafh  they  fallen  the 
fab  re,  fan,  and  tobacco-pipe  ;  the 
fabre  always  on  the  left  fide,  and 
(contrary  to  our  European  cufiom) 
with  the  fiiiarp  edge  uppirmuft. 
Thofe  who  are  in  public  employ¬ 
ments  wear  two,  the  one  confi- 
derably  longer  than  the  other. 

Their  houfes  are  built  with  up¬ 
right  polls,  eroded  and  wattled 
with  bamboo,  plaillered  both 
without  and  within,  arid  white- 
•vvafhed.  They  generally  have  two 
ilories ;  but  the  uppennoft  is  low, 
and  leldom  inhabited.  The  roofs 
are  covered  with  pantiles,  large 
and  heavy,  but  neatly  made.  The 
floors  are  elevated  two  feet  from 
the  ground,  and  covered  with 
planks.  On  thefe  are  laid  mats 
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which  are  double,  and  filled  with 
firaw  three  or  four  inches  thick. 
The  whole  houfe  confifis  of  one 
large  room  ;  but  may  be  divided 
at  pleafure  into  feVaral  fmaller,  by 
partitions  made  with  frames  of 
wood,  filled  up  with  painted  pa¬ 
per,  that  fix  into  grooves  made 
for  that  purpofe  in  the  floor  and 
cieling.  The  windows  are  alfo 
frames  of  wood,  divided  into 
fq Bares,  filled  up  with  very  thin, 
white  paper,  tranfparent  enough 
to  anfwer  tolerably  well  the  pur¬ 
pofe  of  glais. 

They  have  no  furniture  in  their 
rooms  ;  neither  tables,  chairs, 
fiools,  benches,  cupboards,  or 
even  beds.  Their  cufiom  is  to  fit 
down  on  their  heels  upon  the 
mats,  which  are  always  foft  and 
clean.  Their  victuals  are  ferved 
up  to  them  on  a  low  board,  railed 
but  a  few  inches  from  the  floor, 
and  one  difh  only  at  a  time.  Mir¬ 
rors  they  have,  but  never  fix  them 
up  in  their  houfes  as  ornamental 
furniture ;  they  are  made  of  a 
compound  metal,  and  ufed  only 
at  their  toilets. 

Notwithftanding  the  fe verity  of 
their  winters,  which  oblige  them 
to  warm  their  houfes  from  Not  em¬ 
ber  to  March,  they  have  neither 
fire-places  nor  fioves ;  infeed  of 
thefe  they  ufe  large  copper  pots 
Handing  upon  legs  ;  thefe  are  lined 
on  the  infide  with  loam,  on  which 
allies  are  laid  to  fome  depth,  and 
charcoal  lighted  upon  them,  which 
feems  to  be  prepared  in  fome  man¬ 
ner  which  rende  the  fumes  '  it 
not  at  all  dange :  as. 

The  Portugal T,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  firfi  introduced  the  ufe 
of  tobacco  into  japan  :  hot  rer, 
be  that  as  it  may,  they  ufe  it  now 
with  great  frugality,  though  both 

F  3  fexes* 
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fexe$,  old  and  young,  continually 
fmoke  it,  blowing  out  the  finoke 
through  their  noftrils.  The  firft 
compliment  offered  to  a  ftranger 
in  their  houfes  is  a  difti  of  tea  and 
a  pipe  of  tobacco.  Their  pipes 
have  mouth-pieces  and  bowls  of 
brafs  or  white  copper.  The  hol¬ 
low  of  the  bowl  is  fo  fmall  as 
fcarce  to  contain  an  ordinary  pea. 
The  tobacco  is  cut  as  fine  as  a 
hair,  about  a  finger’s  length,  and 
is  rolled  up  in  fmall  balls  like 
pills,  to  fit  the  fmall  hollow  in  the 
bowl  of  the  pipe  ;  which  pills,  as 
they  can  laft  but  for  a  few  whiffs, 
mu  ft  be  very  frequently  renewed. 

Fans  are  ufed  by  both  fexes 
equally,  and  are,  within  or  with¬ 
out  doors,  their  infeparable  com¬ 
panions. 

The  whole  nation  are  naturally 

cleanly;  every  houfe,  whether 

public  or  private,  has  a  bath,  of 

which  conftant  and  daily  ufe  is 

made  bv  the  whole  family. 

•/  * 

You  feldom  meet  a  man  who 
has  not  his  mark  imprinted  on 
the  fleeves  and  back  of  his  cloaths, 
in  the  fame  colour  in  which  the 
pattern  is  printed  ;  white  fpots  are 
left  in  manufacturing  them,  for 
the  purpofe  of  inferting  thefe 
marks. 

Obedience  to  parents  and  re- 
fpeCt  to  fuperiors  is  the  character- 
iftic  of  this  nation  :  it  is  pleafing 
to  fee  the  refpeCl  with  which  in¬ 
feriors  treat  thofe  of  high  rank  ; 
if  they  meet  them  abroad,  they 
ftop  till  they  have  paffed  by  ;  if  in 
a  lioufe,  they  keep  at  a  diftance, 
bowing  their  heads  to  the  ground. 
Their  falutations  and  converfations 
between  equals  abound  alfo  with 
civility  and  politenefs  ;  to  this 
children  are  early  accuftomed  by 
the  example  of  thgir  pareru?r 


Their  penal  laws  are  very  fe? 
vere  ;  but  punifhments  are  feldom 
inflicted.  Perhaps  there  is  no 
country  where  fewer  crimes  again  ft 
fociety  are  committed. 

Their  ufage  of  names  differs 
from  that  of  all  other  nations. 
The  family  name  is  never  made 
nle  of  but  in  figning  folemn  con¬ 
tracts,  and  the  particular  name  by 
which  individuals  are  diftinguiftled 
in  converfation  varies  according  to 
the  age  or  fituation  of  the  perfon 
who  makes  ufe  of  it :  fo  that 
fometimes  the  fame  perfon  is,  in 
his  life-time,  known  by  five  or  fix 
different  names. 

They  reckon  their  age  by  even 
years,  not  regarding  whether  they 
were  born  at  the  beginning  or  the 
end  of  a  year,  fo  that  a  child  is 
faid  to  be  a  year  old  on  the  new 
year’s  day  next  after  his  birth, 
even  though  he  has  not  been  born 
many  days. 

Commerce  and  manufactures 
fiouriih  here,  though,  as  thefe 
people  have  few  wants,  they  are 
not  carried  to  the  extent  which  we 
fee  in  Europe.  Agriculture  is  fq 
well  underftood,  that  the  whole 
country,  even  to  the  tops  of  the 
hills,  is  cultivated.  They  trade 
with  no  foreigners  but  the  Dutch 
and  Chinefe,  and  in  both  cafes 
with  companies  of  privileged  mer¬ 
chants.  The  Dutch  export  copper 
and  raw  camphire,  for  which  they 
give  in  return  fugar,  ripe  cloves, 
fappan  wood,  ivory,  tin,  lead, 
tqrtoife-fhell,  chintzs,  and  a  fevy 
trifles  more. 

As  the  Dutch  company  do  not 
pay  duty  in  Japan,  cither  on  their 
exports  or  imports,  they  fend  an 
annual  prefent  to  the  court,  con¬ 
fiding  of  cloth,  chintzs,  fuccotas, 
cottons,  fluffs,  and  trinkets. 

I  had 
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I  had  the  fatisfaclion  to  attend 
the  ambalfador,  who  was  intruded 
with  theie  prefents,  on  his  journey 
to  Jeddo,  the  capital  of  this  vail 
empire,  fituated  at  an  immenfe 
dillance  from  Nagafacci,  a  journey 
on  which  three  Europeans  only  are 
permitted  to  go,  attended  by  two 
hundred  Japanele  at  lead. 

We  left  our  little  ifland  of  De- 
zima,  and  the  town  of  Nagafacci, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  1776,  and 
travelled  through  Cocora  to  Simo- 
nofeki,  where  we  arrived  on  the 
1 2th,  and  found  a  velfel  prepared 
for  us  ;  we  embarked  on  board  her, 
and  coaded  along  to  Fiogo.  From 
thence  we  travelled  by  land  to 
Ofacca,  one  of  the  principal  com¬ 
mercial  towns  in  the  empire.  At 
this  place  we  remained  the  8th  and 
9th  of  April,  and  on  the  10th  ar¬ 
rived  at  Miaco,  the  relidence  of 
the  Dairi,  or  ecclefiadical  em¬ 
peror.  Here  we  alfo  flayed  two 
days  ;  but  after  that  made  the  bed 
of  our  way  to  Jeddo,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  1  d  of  May. 

We  were  carried  by  men  in  a 
kind  of  palankins,  called  nori- 
mons,  covered,  and  provided  with 
windows.  The  prefents  alfo  and 
our  provifions  were  carried  on 
men’s  Ihoulders,  except  a  few 
articles,  which  were  loaded  on 
pack-horfes.  The  Japanefe  offi¬ 
cers  who  attended  us  provided  us 
with  every  thing,  fo  that  our 
journey  was  by  no  mejins  trou- 
tdefome, 
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On  the  1 8th  we  had  an  audience 
of  the  cubo,  or  temporal  emperor, 
of  the  heir-apparent,  and  of  the 
twelve  fenators ;  the  day  following, 
of  the  eccleliadical  governors,  the 
governors  of  the  town,  and  other 
high  officers.  On  the  23d  we  had 
our  audience  of  leave.  We  left 
Jeddo  on  the  26th  of  May,  and 
arrived  at  Miaco  on  the  7  th  of 
June.  Here  we  had  an  audience 
of  the  emperor’s  viceroy,  to  whom 
we  alfo  made  prefents,  as  we  were 
not  allowed  to  fee  the  dairi,  or 
ecclefiaflical  emperor.  On  the 
1 1  th  we  procured  leave  to  walk 
about  the  town,  and  vifit  the  tem¬ 
ples  and  principal  buildings.  In 
the  evening  we  let  out  for  Ofacca, 
which  town  we  were  alfo  permitted 
to  view,  which  we  did  on  the 
13th- 

We  faw  temples,  theatres,  and 
many  curious  buildings  ;  but, 
above  all,  the  manufactory  of 
copper,  which  is  melted  here,  and 
no  where  elfe  in  the  empire. 

On  the  X4th  we  had  an  audience 
of  the  governors  of  this  town  ; 
after  which  we  refumed  our  journey 
to  Fiogo,  where  we  again  embarked 
on  the  1 8th,  and  proceeded  by  fea 
to  Simonofeki,  from  whence  we 
arrived  on  the  23d  at  Cocota,  and 
from  thence  were  carried  in  nori- 
mons  to  Nagafacci,  and  arrived  at 
our  little  illand  Dezima  on  thelalt 
day  of  June,  after  an  abfence  of 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  days. 
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Jin  Account  of  the  Eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius,  which  happened  in 
Auguft,  y 779*  From  Sir  William 
Hamilton’s  Letter  to  Mr .  Banks, 

P.R.S . 

Naples,  Oft.  i,  1779. 

THE  late  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius  was  of  fo  fingular 
ia  nature,  fo  very  violent  and  alarm¬ 
ing,  that  it  neceffarily  attracted  the 
attention  of  every  one,  not  only  in 
its  immediate  neighbourhood,  but 
for  many  miles  around  ;  and,  con¬ 
sequently,  feveral  flight  defcrip- 
tions  of  it  have  been  already  handed 
about,  and  feme  (as  I  am  informed) 
more  accurate  and  circumftantial 
are  preparing  for  the  prefs  *. 

That  on  which  the  Abbot  Bottis 
is  actually  employed,  by  command 
of  his  Sicilian  majeily,  will  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  executed  with  the 
fame  accuracy,  truth,  and  preci- 
iion,  as  have  rendered  that  author’s 
former  publications  upon  the  fub- 
je&  of  Mount  Vefuvius  fo  univer- 
fally  and  defervedly  efteemed. 

Such  a  publication,  executed 
with  magnificence  in  the  royal 
printing-office,  may,  perhaps,  ren¬ 
der  every  other  account  of  the  late 
eruption  fuperfluous ;  neverthelefs. 


I  ffiould  think  myfelf  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  guilty  of  a  negleft  towards 
the  Royal  Society,  who  have  done 
fo  much  honour  to  my  former  com¬ 
munications,  if  I  did  not,  through 
the  refpebiable  canal  of  its  worthy 
preiident,  and  my  good  friend, 
limply  relate  to  them  fuch  remark¬ 
able  circumhances  as  attended  the 
late  tremendous  explofions  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  and  as  either 
came  immediately  under  my  own 
infpeftion,  or  have  been  related 
to  me  by  fuch  good  authority  as 
cannot  be  called  in  queftion. 

Since  the  great  eruption  of  1767, 
of  which  I  had  the  honour  of  giving 
a  particular  account  to  the  Royal 
Society,  Vefuvius  has  never  been 
free  from  fmoke,  nor  ever  many 
months  without  throwing  up  red- 
hot  fcorise,  which  increafing,  to  a 
certain  degree,  were  ufually  fol¬ 
lowed  by  a  current  of  liquid  lava,, 
and  except  in  the  eruption  of  1777, 
thofe  lavas  broke  out  nearly  from 
the  fame  fpot,  and  ran  much  in 
the  fame  direction,  as  that  of  the 
famous  eruption  of  1767. 

No  lefs  than  nine  fuch  eruptions 
are  recorded  here  fince  the  great 
one  above-mentioned,  and  fome 


The  inhabitants  of  this  great  city  in  general  give  fo  little  attention  to 
Mount  Vefuvius,  though  in  full  view  of  the  greateft  part  of  it,  that  I  am  well 
convinced  many  of  its  eruptions  pafs  totally  unnoticed  by  at  leak  two-thirds  of 
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of  them  were  confiderable.  I  never 
failed  vifiting  thofe  lavas  whilft 
they  were  in  full  force,  and  as 
conftantly  examined  them  and  the 
crater  of  the  volcano  after  the 
ceafing  of  each  eruption  *, 

It  would  be  but  a  repetition  of 
what  has  been  defer ibed  in  my 
former  letters  on  this  fubjeht,  were 
I  to  relate  my  remarks  on  thofe 
different  expeditions.  The  lavas, 
when  they  either  boiled  over  the 
crater,  or  broke  out  from  the  co¬ 
nical  parts  of  the  volcano,  con- 
ftantly  formed  channels  as  regular 
as  if  they  had  been  cut  by  art  down 
the  fteep  part  of  the  mountain, 
and,  whilft  in  a  date  of  perfect 
fufion,  continued  their  courfe  in 
thofe  channels,  which  were  fome- 
times  full  to  the  brim,  and  at  other 
times  more  or  lefs  fo,  according  to 
the  quantity  of  matter  in  motion. 

Thefe  channels,  upon  examina¬ 
tion  after  an  eruption,  f  have 
found  to  be  in  general  from  two  to 
five  or  fix  feet  wide,  and  feven  or 
eight  feet  deep.  They  were  often 
hid  from  the  fight  by  a  quantity  of 
fcorise  that  had  formed  a  cruft  over 
them,  and  the  lava  having  been 
conveyed  in  a  covered  way  for  fome 
yard*,  came  out  frefh  again  into 
an  open  channel.  After  an  erup¬ 
tion  I  have  walked  in  fome  of  thofe 
fubterraneous  or  covered  galleries, 
which  were  exceedingly  curious. 
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the  Tides,  top,  and  bottom,  being 
worn  perfectly  frnooth  and  even  in 
moil  parts  by  the  violence  of  the 
currents  of  the  red-hot  lavas,  which 
they  had  conveyed  for  many  weeks 
fucceftively  ;  in  others,  the  lava 
had  incrufted  the  fides  of  thofe 
channels  with  fome  very  extraor¬ 
dinary  fcoriae :  beautifully  ramified 
white  falts  f ,  in  the  form  of  drop¬ 
ping  ftaladtites,  were  aifo  attached 
to  many  parts  of  the  ceiling  of 
thofe  galleries.  It  is  imagined 
here,  that  the  falts  cf  Vefuvius  are 
chiefly  ammoniac,  though  often 
tinged  with  green,  deep,  or  pale 
yellow,  by  the  vapour  of  various 
minerals. 

In  the  month  of  May  laft,  there 
was  a  coniiderable  eruption  of 
Mount  Vefuvius,  when  I  palled  a 
night  on  the  mountain  in  the  com¬ 
pany  of  one  of  my  countrymen,  as 
eager  as  myfelf  in  the  purfuit  of 
this  branch  of  natural  hiftory  J. 

We  faw  the  operation  of  the 
lava,  in  the  channels  ^as  above- 
mentioned,  in  the  greateft  per¬ 
fection  ;  but  it  was,  indeed,  owing 
to  our  perfeverance,  and  fome  de¬ 
gree  of  refolution.  After  the  lava 
had  quitted  its  regular  channels, 
it  fpread  itfelf  in  the  valley,  and, 
being  loaded  with  fcorite,  ran 
gently  on,  like  a  river  that  had 
been  frozen,  and  had  maffes  of  ice 
floating:  on  it  :  the  wind  changing: 

o  cj  £y 


*  The  laft  vifit  to  the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  which  was  in  the  month  of  May, 
177 9,  was  my  fifty-eighth,  and  to  be  hire  I  have  been  four  times  as  often  on 
parts  of  the  mountain,  without  climbing  to  its  fummit,  and  after  all  am  not 
afhamed  to  own,  that  l  comprehend  very  iittle  of  the  wonders  I  have  feen  in 
this  great  laboratory  of  Nature  j  yet  there  have  been  Naturalifts  of  fuch  a  won¬ 
derful  penetrating  genius  as  to  have  thought  themftlves  fufliciently  qualified  to 
account  for  every  hidden  phenomenon  of  Vefuvius,  after  having,  literally  f peak¬ 
ing,  given  the  volcano  un  coup  d' ceil. 

f  I  fent  a  large  fpecimen  of  this  curious  volcanic  produ&ian  to  the  Britifh 
Mufeum  laft  year. 

J  Mr.  BowdloT;  of  Bath, 


when 
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when  we  were  clofe  to  this  gentle 
ftream  of  lava,  which  might  be 
about  fifty  or  fix ty  feet  in  breadth, 
incommoded  us  fo  much  with  its 
heat  and  frnoke,  that  we  muft  have 
returned  without  having  fatisfied 
our  curioffity,  had  not  our  guide  * 
propofed  the  expedient  of  walking 
acrofs  it,  which,  to  our  aftonifti- 
ment,  he  inftantly  put  in  exe¬ 
cution,  and  with  fo  little  difficulty, 
that  we  followed  him  without  he¬ 
ll  t  a  tion,  having  felt  no  other  in- 
conveniency  than  what  proceeded 
from  the  violence  of  the  heat  on 
our  legs  and  feet ;  the  cruft  of  the 
lava  was  fo  tough,  befides  being 
loaded  with  cinders  and  fcoriae, 
that  our  weight  made  not  the  leaft 
imprefiion  on  it;  and  its  motion 
was  fo  flow,  that  we  were  not  in 
any  danger  of  lofing  our  balance, 
and  falling  on  it  :  however,  this 
experiment  fhould  not  be  tried, 
except  in  cafes  of  real  neceffity  ; 
and  I  mention  it  with  no  other 
view  than  to  point  out  a  pofiibility 
of  efcaping,  fhould  any  one  here¬ 
after,  upon  fuch  an  expedition  as 
ours,  have  the  misfortune  to  be 
inclofed  between  two  currents  of 
lava. 

Having  thus  got  rid  of  the 
troublefome  heat  and  fmoke,  we 
coafted  the  river  of  lava  and  its 
channels  up  to  its  very  lource, 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the 
crater.  The  liquid  and  red-hot 
matter  bubbled  up  violently,  with 
a  hiding  and  crackling  noife,  like 
that  which  attends  the  playing  oft' 
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of  an  artificial  firework,  and  by 
the  continual  fplafhing  up  of  the 
vitrified  matter,  a  kind  of  arch  or 
dome  was  formed  over  the  crevice 
from  whence  the  lava  iilued.  It 
was  cracked  in  many  parts,  and 
appeared  red-hot  within,  like  an 
heated  oven  :  this  hollowed  hillock 
might  be  about  fifteen  feet  high, 
and  the  lava  that  ran  from  under 
it  was  received  into  a  regular  chan- 
nel,  raifed  upon  a  fort  of  wall  of 
fcoriae  and  cinders,  almoft  perpen¬ 
dicularly,  of  about  the  height  of 
eight  or  ten  feet,  refembling  much 
an  ancient  aquedudt. 

We  then  went  up  to  the  crater 
of  the  volcano,  in  which  we  found, 
as  ufual,  a  little  mountain  throw¬ 
ing  fcoris  and  red-hot  matter  with 
loud  explofions ;  but  the  fmoke 
and  fmell  of  fulphur  was  fo  into¬ 
lerable,  that  we  were  under  the 
neceffity  of  quitting  that  curious 
fpot  with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

In  another  of  my  excurfions  to 
Mount  Vefuvius  lait  year,  I  picked 
up  fome  fragments  of  large  and 
regular  cryftals  of  clofe-grained 
lava  or  bafalt,  the  diameter  of 
which,  when  the  prifms  were  com¬ 
plete,  may  have  been  eight  or  nine 
inches.  As  Vefuvius  does  not 
exhibit  any  lavas  regularly  cryftal- 
lized,  and  forming  what  are  vul¬ 
garly  called  giants  caufeways  (ex¬ 
cept  a  lava  that  ran  into  the  fea 
near  Torre  del  Greco  in  1631,  and 
which  in  a  fmall  degree  has  fuch 
an  appearance),  this  difcovery 
gave  me  the  greateft  pleafure  f . 

After 


#  Bartolomeo,  the  cyclops  of  Vefuvius,  who  has  attended  me  on  all  mv 
expeditions  to  the  mountain,  and  who  is  an  excellent  guide. 

t  4s  fragments  of  bafalt  columns,  which  I  found  on  the  cone  of  Vefu¬ 
vius,  had  been  evidently  thrown  out  of  its  crater,  may  not  lava  be  more  fubjeffc 
to  cry ftallize  within  the  bowels  of  a  volcano  than  after  its  emiifion,  and  having 
beyn  expofed  to  the  open  air  ?  And  may  not  many  of  the  giants  caufeways, 

already 
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After  this  flight  (ketch  of  the 
moil  remarkable  events  on  Vefu- 
vius  fince  the  year  1767,  which  I 
flatter  myfelf  will  not  be  unac¬ 
ceptable,  as  it  may  ferve  to  connect 
what  I  am  going  to  relate  with 
what  has  already  been  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  Society  in  my  former 
letters  on  the  fame  fubjeCt,  I  come 
to  the  account  of  the  late  eruption, 
which  affords  indeed  ample  matter 
for  curious  fpecwlation. 

As  many  poetical  defcriptions 
of  this  eruption  will  not  be  want¬ 
ing,  I  (hall  confine  mine  to  Ample 
matter  of  fadt  in  plain  profe,  and 
endeavour  to  convey  to  you.  Sir, 
as  clearly  and  as  diftinflly  as  I  am 
able,  what  I  favv  myfelf,  and  the 
impreflion  it  made  upon  me  at  the 
time,  without  aiming  in  the  lead; 
at  a  flowery  ftyle. 

The  ufual  fymptoms  of  an  ap¬ 
proaching  eruption,  fuch  as  rum¬ 
bling  noifes  and  explofions  within 
the  bowels  of  the  volcano,  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  fmoke  iffuing  with  force 
from  its  crater,  accompanied  at 
times  with  an  emifiion  of  red-hot 
fcorite  and  afhes,  were  manifeft, 
more  or  lefs,  during  the  whole 
month  of  July;  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  month,  thofe  fymptoms 
were  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree  as 
to  exhibit  in  the  night-time  the 
irioft  beautiful  fireworks  that  can 
be  imagined. 

Thefe  kinds  of  throw's  of  red- 
hot  fcorice  and  other  volcanic  mat¬ 
ter,  which  at  night  are  fo  bright 
aud  luminous,  appear  in  broad 
day-light  like  fo  many  black  (pots 
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in  the  mid  A  of  the  white  fmoke  ; 
and  it  is  this  circumitance  that  oc- 
cafions  the  vulgar  and  falfe  fup- 
pofition,  that  volcanos  burn  much 
more  violently  at  night  than  in  the 
day-time.  1 

On  Thurfday,  the  5th  of  Au- 
guft  laA,  about  two  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon,  I  perceived  from  my 
villa  at  Paufilipo,  in  the  bay  of 
Naples,  from  whence  I  have  a  full 
view  of  Vel'uvius  (which  is  juA 
oppofite,  aud  at  the  diftance  of 
about  fix  miles  in  a  direCl  line 
from  it)  that  the  volcano  was  in  a 
moft  violent  agitation:  a  white 
and  fuiphureous  fmoke  iffued  con¬ 
tinually  and  impetuoufly  from  its 
crater,  one  puff  impelling  another, 
and  by  an  accumulation  of  thofe 
clouds  of  fmoke  refembling  bales 
of  the  whiteft  cotton,  fuch  a  mafs 
of  them  was  foon  piled  over  the 
top  of  the  volcano  as  exceeded  the 
height  and  flze  of  the  mountain 
itfelf  at  leaft  four  times.  In  the 
midft  of  this  very  white  fmoke,  an 
immenfe  quantity  of  ftones,  (coriae, 
and  afhes,  were  (hot  up  to  a  won¬ 
derful  height,  certainly  not  lefs 
than  two  thoufand  feet.  I  could, 
alfo  perceive,  by  the  help  of  one 
of  Ramfuen’s  moft  excellent  re¬ 
fracting  telefcopes,  at  times,  a 
quantity  of  liquid  lava,  feemingly 
very  weighty,  juft  heaved  up  high, 
enough  to  clear  the  rim  of  the 
crater,  and  then  take  its  courfe  im¬ 
petuoufly  down  the  deep  fide  of 
V  efuvius,  oppofite  to  Somma. 
Soon  after  a  lava  broke  out  on  the 
fame  fide  from  about  the  middle  of 


already  difeovered,  be  the  nuclei  of  volcanic  mountains,  whofe  lighter  and  lefs 
!<•  lid  parts  may  have  been  worn  away  by  the  hand  of  time?  Mr.  Faujeis  de  St. 
Fond,  in  his  curious  book  lately  published,  and  intitled,  “  Recherches  fur  les 
Vulcains  etaints  du  Vivarais  de  Velay,”  gives  (p.  286.)  an  example  of  bafait 
columns,  that  are  placed  deep  within  the  crater  of  ail  extinguifhed  volcano. 

the 
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the  conical  part  of  the  volcano, 
and,  having  run  with  violence 
fome  hours,  ceafed  fuddenly,  juft 
before  it  had  arrived  at  the  cul¬ 
tivated  parts  of  the  mountain  above 
Portici,  near  four  miles  from  the 
fpot  where  it  iiTued. 

During  this  day’s  eruption,  as  I 
have  been  credibly  informed  fmce, 
the  heat  was  intolerable  at  the 
towns  of  Somma  and  Ottaiano ; 
and  was  like  wile  fenfibly  felt  at 
Palma  and  Lauro,  which  are  much 
farther  from  Vefuvius  than  the 
former.  Minute  allies,  of  a  reddilh 
hue,  fell  fo  thick  at  Somma  and 
Ottaiano,  that  they  darkened  the 
air  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  objects 
could  not  be  diftinguithed  at  the 
diftance  of  ten  feet.  Long  fila¬ 
ments  of  a  vitrified  matter,  like 
fpun  glafs,  were  mixed  and  fell 
with  thefe  alhes  *  ;  and  the  ful- 
phureous  fmoke  was  fo  violent, 
that  feverai  birds  in  cages  were 
fuffocated,  the  leaves  of  the  trees 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Somma 
and  Ottaiano  were  covered  with 
white  falls  very  corroftve.  About 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  an 
■extraordinary  globe  of  fmoke,  of  a 
very  great  diameter,  was  diftindtly 
perceived,  by  many  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Portici,  to  iffue  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  and  proceed 
haftily  towards  the  mountain  of 
Somma,  again  ft  which  it  ftruck 
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and  difperfed  itfelf,  having  left  a 
train  of  white  fmoke,  marking  the 
courfe  it  had  taken:  this  train  I 
perceived  plainly  from  my  villa, 
as  it  lafted  fome  minutes.;  but  I 
did  not  fee  the  globe  itfelf. 

A  poor  labourer,  who  was 
making  faggots  on  the  mountain 
of  Somma,  loft  his  life  at  this 
time  ;  and  his  body  not  having 
been  found,  it  is  fuppofed  that, 
fuffocated  by  the  /moke,  he  muft 
have  fallen  into  the  valley  from 
the  craggy  rocks  on  which  he  was 
at  work,  and  been  covered  by  the 
current  of  lava  that  took  its  courfe 
through  that  valley  foo-n  after.  An 
afs,  that  was  waiting  for  its  mailer 
in  the  valley,  left  it  very  judi- 
cioufly  as  foon  as  the  mountain 
became  violent,  and,  arriving  fafe 
home,  gave  the  Iff  ft  alarm  to  this 
poor  man’s  family. 

It  was  generally  remarked,  that 
the  explofions  of  the  volcano  were 
attended  with  more  noife  during 
this  day’s  eruption  than  in  any  of 
the  fucceeding  ones,  when,  moft 
probably,  the  mouth  of  Vefuvius 
was  widened,  and  the  volcanic 
matter  had  a  freer  paffage.  It  is 
certain*,  however,  that  the  great 
eruption  of  1767  (which  in  every 
other  refpedl  was  mild,  when  com¬ 
pared  to  the  late  violent  eruption) 
occafioned  much  greater  concuflions 
in  the  air  by  its  louder  exploiions. 


'*  During  an  eruption  of  the  volcano  in  the  ifle  of  Bourbon  in  176 6,  fome 
miles  of  country,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues  from  that  volcano,  were  covered 
with  a  flexible,  capillary,  yellow  glafs,  fome  of  which  were  two  or  three  feet 
long,  with  fmall  vitrous  globules  at  a  little  diftance  one  from  the  other.  Count 
Buffon  /hewed  me  fome  of  this  capillary  and  flexible  glafs,  which  is  preferved  in 
the  Royal  Mufeum  at  Paris,  and  which  perfectly  refembles  the  filaments  of  vi¬ 
trified  matter  which  fell  at.  Ottaiano,  and  in  other  parts  on  the  borders  of  Ve¬ 
fuvius  during  this  eruption.  Sorrentino,  in  his  Iftoria  del  Veluvio,  publifhed 
at  Naples  in  1734,  likewife  mentions  vitrified  matter,  like  herbs  and  ftraw, 
being  found  on  the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vefuvius,  during  an 
eruption  of  that  mountain  in  the  year  1724. 


Friday, 
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Friday,  Augufl  the  6th,  the  fer¬ 
mentation  in  the  mountain  was 
lefs  violent  ;  but,  about  noon, 
there  was  a  loud  report,  at  which 
time  it  was  fuppofed,  that  a  por¬ 
tion  of  the  FHe  mountain  within 
the  crater  had  fallen  in.  At  night 
the  throw  born  the  crater  in- 
creafed,  and  proceeded  evidently 
from  two  feparatc  mou:hs,  which 
emitting  red-hot  fcorite,  and  in 
different  directions,  formed  a  mod 
beautiful  and  almod  continued  fire¬ 
work. 

On  Saturday,  Augud  the  7th, 
the  volcano  remained  much  in  the 
fame  date  ;  but,  about  twelve 
o’clock  at  night,  its  fermentation 
increafed  greatly.  The  fecond 
fever- fit  of  the  mountain  may  be 
faid  to  have  manifefted  itfelf  at 
this  time.  I  was  watching  its  mo¬ 
tions  from  the  mole  of  Naples, 
which  has  a  full  view  of  the  vol¬ 
cano,  and  had  been  vvitnefs  to  fe- 
veral  glorious  pidlurefque  effe&s 
produced  by  the  reflection  of  the 
deep  red  lire  which  idued  from 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  and  mount¬ 
ed  up  in  the  midd  cf  the  huge 
clouds,  when  a  furnmer  dorm, 
called  here,  a  trcpea ,  came  on 
fuddenly,  and  blended  its  heavy 
watery  clouds  with  the  Sulphureous 
and  mineral  ones,  which  were  al¬ 
ready  like  fo  many  other  moun¬ 
tains,  piled  over  the  fummit  of  the 
volcano;  at  this  moment  a  foun¬ 
tain  of  fire  was  (hot  up  to  an  in¬ 
credible  height,  cading  fo  bright 
a  light,  that  the  fmalleft  objeCts 
could  be  clearly  diflinguifhed  at 
any  place  within  fix  miles  or  more 
of  Vefuvius. 

The  black  ftormy  clouds  pading 
fwiftly  over,  and  at  times  covering 
the  whole,  or  a  part  of  the  bright 
column  of  fire,  at  other  times 
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clearing  away,  and  giving  a  full 
view  of  it,  with  the  various  tints 
produced  by  its  reverberated  light 
on  the  white  clouds  above,  in  con- 
trad  with  the  pale  ftafhes  of  forked 
lightning  that  attended  the  tro- 
pca,  formed  fuch  a  fcene  as  no 
power  of  art  can  ever  exprefs. 

That  which  followed  the  next 
evening  was  furely  much  more  for¬ 
midable  and  alarming  ;  but  this 
was  more  beautiful  and  fublime 
than  even  the  mod  lively  imagina¬ 
tion  can  paint  to  itfelf.  This 
great  explofion  did  not  lad  above 
eight  or  ten  minutes,  after  which 
Vefuvius  was  totally  eclipfed  by 
the  dark  clouds,  and  there  fell  a 
heavy  fhower  of  rain. 

Some  fcoriae  and  fmall  ftones 
fell  at  Ottaiano  during  this  erup¬ 
tion,  and  fome  of  a  very  great  fiz.e 
in  the  valley  between  Vefuvius  and 
the  Hermitage.  All  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  towns  at  the  foot  of 
the  volcano  were  in  the  greateft 
alarm,  and  preparing  to  abandon 
their  houfes,  had  the  eruption  con¬ 
tinued  longer. 

o 

One  of  his  Sicilian  maje fly’s 
game-keepers,  who  was  out  in  the 
fields  near  Ottaiano,  vvhilft  this 
combined  dorm  was  at  its  height, 
was  greatly  furprifed  to  find  the 
drops  of  rain  feald  his  face  and  * 
hands,  which  phenomenon  was 
probably  occafioned  by  the  clouds 
having  acquired  a  great  degree  of 
heat  in  palling  through  the  above- 
mentioned  column  of  fire.  The 
King  of  Naples  did  me  the  honour 
of  informing  me  of  this  curious 
circum  dance. 

Sunday,  Augud  the  8th,  Vefu¬ 
vius  was  quiet  till  towards  fix 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  when  a 
great  fmoke  began  to  gather  again 
over  its  crater,  and  about  an  hour 

after. 
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after,  a  rumbling  fubterraneous 
noife  was  heard  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  volcano ;  the  ufual 
throws  of  red-hot  hones  and  fcoriae 
began,  and  increafed  every  indant. 
I  was  at  this  time  at  Paufilipo,  in 
the  company  of  feveral  of  my  coun¬ 
trymen,  obferving  with  good  tele- 
fcopes  the  curious  phenomena  in 
the  crater  of  Vefuvius,  which,  with 
Inch  help,  we  could  diftingiiifh  as 
well  as  if  we  had  been  actually 
heated  on  the  fummit  of  the  vol¬ 
cano.  The  crater  feemed  much 
enlarged  by  the  violence  of  lad 
night’s  explofions,  and  the  little 
mountain  no  longer  exided.  About 
nine  o’clock  there  was  a  loud  re¬ 
port,  which  fhook  the  houfes  of 
Portia  and  its  neighbourhood  to 
fuch  a  degree  as  to  alarm  their  in- 
habitants,  and  drive  them  out  into 
the  flreets ;  and,  as  I  have  lince 
feen,  many  windows  were  broken, 
and  walls  cracked,  by  the  con- 
cuffion  of  the  air  from  that  explo- 
iion,  though  faintly  heard  at  Na¬ 
ples.  1 

In  an  indant  a  fountain  of  li- 
quid  tranfparent  fire  began  to  rife, 
and,  gradually  increafing,  arrived 
at  fo  amazing  a  height  as  to  flrike 
every  one  who  beheld  it  with  the 
mod  awful  adonifhment.  I  fhall 
fcarcely  be  credited  when  I  allure 
you.  Sir,  that,  to  the  bed  of  my 
judgment,  the  height  of  this  du- 
pendous  column  of  fire  could  not 
be  iefs  than  three  times  that  of 
Yefuvius  itfelf,  which,  as  you 


know,  rifes  perpendicularly  near 
3700  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
fea  *. 

Puffs  of  fmoke,  as  black  as  can 
poffibly  be  imagined,  fucceeded 
one  another  hadily,  and  accom¬ 
panied  tlie  red-hot  tranfparent  and 
liquid  lava,  interrupting  its  fplen- 
did  briglitnefs  here  and  there  by 
patches  of  the  darked  hue.  Within 
thefe  puffs  of  fmoke,  at  the  very 
moment  of  their  emiflion  from  the 
crater,  I  could  perceive  a  bright* 
but  pale  eieCtrical  fire,  brifkly  play¬ 
ing  about  in  zig-zag  lines  f . 

The  wind  was  S.  W.  ;  and 
though  gentle,  was  fufficient  to' 
carry  thefe  detached  clouds  or  puffs 
of  fmoke  out  of  the  column  of  fire  j 
and  a  collection  of  them,  by  de¬ 
grees,  formed  a  black  and  exten- 
ffve  curtain  (if  I  may  be  allowed 
the  exprefiion)  behind  it ;  in  other 
parts  of  the  fky  it  was  perfectly 
clear,  and  the  dars  were  bright. 

The  fiery  fountain,  of  fo  gi¬ 
gantic  a  fize,  upon  the  dark  ground 
above-mentioned,  made  the  mod 
glorious  contrad  imaginable,  and 
the  blaze  of  it  reflected  drongly  on 
the  furface  of  the  fea,  which  was 
at  that  time  perfectly  fmooth,  add¬ 
ed  greatly  to  this  fublime  view. 

The  liquid  lava,  mixed  with 
dones  and  fcorise,  after  having 
mounted,  I  verily  believe,  at  the 
lead  ten  thoufand  feet,  was  partly 
directed  by  the  wind  towards  Ot- 
taiano,  and  partly  failing  almod 
perpendicularly,  dill  red-hot  and 


*  Se  tu  fe’  or  lettore,  a  creder  lento 
Cio,  ch’e  lo  diro,  non  far  a  maravi  glia  5 
Che  lo,  che  l’vidi  5  appena  il  mi  confento, 

Dante  inf.  Cant.  xxv.  verfo-4.6.- 

•f  I  mention  tiffs  circumftance  to  prove,  that  the  electrical  matter,  fo  manifeft 
during  this  eruption,  actually  proceeded  fiom  the  bowels  of  the  volcano,  and 
was  not  attracted  from  a  great  height  in  the  air,  and  conducted  into  its  crater 
hy  the  vaft  column  of  fmoke. 
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liquid,  on  Vefuvius,  covered  its 
whole  cone,  part  of  that  of  the 
mountain  of  Somma,  and  the  val¬ 
ley  between  them.  The  falling 
matter  being  nearly  as  vivid  and 
inflamed  as  that  which  was  conti¬ 
nually  iffuing  frefh  from  the  cra¬ 
ter,  formed  with  it  one  complete 
body  of  fire,  which  could  not  be 
lefs  than  two  miles  and  a  half  in 
breadth,  and  of  the  extraordinary 
height  above-mentioned,  calling  a 
heat  to  the  diflance  of  at  lead  fix 
miles  around  it. 

The  brufh-wood  on  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  Somma  was  foon  in  a  blaze, 
which  flame  being  of  a  different 
tint  from  the  deep  red  of  the  mat¬ 
ter  thrown  out  of  the  volcano,  and 
from  the  filvery  blue  of  the  elec¬ 
trical  fire,  dill  added  to  the  con- 
trad  of  this  molt  extraordinary 
fcene. 

The  black  cloud  increafing 
greatly  once  bent  towards  Naples, 
and  feemed  to  threaten  this  fair 
city  with  fpeedy  dedru&ion  ;  for 
it  was  charged  with  electrical  mat¬ 
ter,  which  kept  condantly  darting 
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about  it  in  dror.g  and  bright  zig¬ 
zags,  jud  like  thofe  defcribed  by 
Pliny  the  younger  in  his  letter 
to  Tacitus,  and  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  great  eruption  of  Vefu¬ 
vius  that  proved  fatal  to  his  uncle*. 
This  volcanic  lightning,  however, 
as  I  particularly  remarked,  very 
rarely  quitted  the  cloud,  but 
ufually  returned  to  the  great  co¬ 
lumn  of  fire  towards  the  crater  of 
the  volcano  from  whence  it  origi¬ 
nally  came  f.  Once  or  twice,  in¬ 
deed,  I  faw  this  lightning  (or  fe- 
rilliy  as  it  is  called  here)  fall  on 
the  top  of  Somma,  and  fet  fire  to 
fome  dry  grafs  and  budiesf. 

Fortunately  for  us,  the  wind  in- 
creaung  from  the  S.  W.  quarter, 
carried  back  the  threatening  cloud 
jud  as  it  had  reached  the  city,  and 
began  to  occafion  great  alarm. 
All  public  diverfions  ceafed  in  an 
indant,  and  the  theatres  being 
fhut,  the  doors  of  the  churches 
were  thrown  open.  Numerous 
proceffions  were  formed  in  the 
dreets,  and  women  and  children 
with  dishevelled  heads  filled  the 


*  ((  Ab  altero  latere,  nubes  atra  et  horrenda,  ignei  fpiritus  tortis  vibratifque 
didurfibus  rupta,  in  longas  flammarum  figuras  dehiicebat  j  fulgoribus  illas 
et  fimiles  et  majores.”  Plin.  Epid. 

p  Sorrentino  mentions  the  like  obfervation,  which  he  made  during  an  erup¬ 
tion  of  Vefuvius  in  1707,  when  the  fame  kind  of  black  cloud  bent  over  Naples  ; 
thefe  are  his  words  :  “  Alle  ore  19.  tutti  i  cittadini  nelle  ofcure  tenebre  fi  tro- 
<f  varono  in  mezzo  delle  Saette,  delle  quali,  alcune  vedeanfi  ufcir  d a  1 1  a  fornace 
“  del  Vefuvio,  e  fcorrere  fmo  al  capo  cli  Pauiilipo,  d’onde  non  pall'ando  pin 
“  inanzi  fuor  la  nuvola  delle  ceneri,  o  dlvertird  altronde,  indietro  per  Pideffa 
“  linea  tornarono  a  fcopiar  fu  la  fornace,  onde  ufcirono  :  qual  moto  retrograde) 
<(  mai  hopotuto  intendere.” 

f  Some  time  after  the  eruption  had  ceafed,  the  air  continued  greatly  impreg¬ 
nated  with  electrical  matter.  The  Duke  of  Cotrofiano,  a  Neapolitan  nobleman 
(who,  from  his  fuperior  knowledge  in  experimental  philofophy  and  mechanics, 
does  honour  to  his  country)  told  me,  that  having,  about  half  an  hour  after  the 
great  eruption  had  ceafed,  held  a  Leyden  bottle,  armed  with  a  pointed  wire,  out 
of  his  window  at  Naples,  it  foon  became  confiderably  charged.  While  the  erup¬ 
tion  was  in  force,  its  appearance  was  too  alarming  to  allow  one  to  think  of  fuch 
experiments. 
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air  with  their  cries,  infifting  loudly 
upon  the  relics  of  St.  januarius 
being  immediately  oppofed  to  the 
fury  of  the  mountain  :  in  fhort, 
the  populace  of  this  great  city  be¬ 
gan  to  difplay  its  ufual  extravagant 
mixture  of  riot  and  bigotry  ;  and 
if  fome  fpeedy  and  well-timed  pre¬ 
cautions  had  not  been  taken,  Na¬ 
ples  would,  perhaps,  have  been  in 
more  danger  of  fufFering  from  the 
irregularities  of  its  lower  clafs  of 
inhabitants  than  from  the  angry 
volcano. 

But  to  return  to  my  fubjedt : 
after  the  column  of  fire  had  con¬ 
tinued  in  full  force  near  half  an 
hour,  the  eruption  ceafed  all  at 
once,  and  Vefuvius  remained  fal¬ 
len  and  filent.  After  the  dazzling 
light  of  the  fiery  fountain*,  all 
feemed  dark  and  difmal  except  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius,  which  was  co¬ 
vered  with  glowing  cinders  and 
fcoria;,  from  under  which,  at  times, 
here  and  there,  fmall  dreams  of 
liquid  lava  had  cfcaped,  and  rol¬ 
led  down  the  deep  fides  of  the  vol¬ 
cano.  This  feene  put  me  in  mind 
of  Martial’s  defeription  of  Etna: 

Cun£la  jacent  flammis,  &  trifti  merfa  fa- 
viila. 

In  the  parts  of  Naples  neared 
Vefuvius,  vvhilft  the  eruption  jad¬ 
ed,  a  mixed  fmell,  like  that  of 
fulphur,  with  the  vapours  of  an 
iron  foundery,  was  fenfible  ;  but 
nearer  to  the  mountain  that  fmell 
was  very  ofrenfive,  as  I  have  often 
found  it  in  my  vifits  to  Vefuvius 
during  an  eruption. 


Thus,  Sir,  have  I  endeavoured 
to  convey  to  you  at  lead  a  faint 
idea  of  a  feene  fo  glorious  and  fu- 
blirne  as,  perhaps,  may  have  ne¬ 
ver  before  been  viewed  by  human 
eyes,  at  lead  in  fuch  perfection. 

I  am  fenfible,  from  the  traces  of 
them  I  have  obferved  in  the  vol¬ 
canic  drata,  which  compofe  the 
greated  part  of  this  country,  that 
there  have  been  many  more  confi- 
derable  eruptions  than  the  one 
j  ud  deferibed  ;  yet,  mod  probably, 
thofe  very  violent  eruptions  muft 
either  have  been  attended  with 
earthquakes,  and  other  fuch  alarm¬ 
ing  circumdances,  as  to  make  the 
beholders  lefs  attentive  to  the 
beauty  of  the  denes  fuch  pheno¬ 
mena  offered  than  to  their  own 
fafety ;  or  clouds  of  fmoke  and 
afhes,  as  is  ufually  the  cafe  in  all 
great  eruptions,  mud  have  fo  far 
obfeured  the  volcano,  as  to  exhi¬ 
bit  only  a  confufcd  ma'fs  of  fire  and 
fmoke. 

Whild  we  had  been  enjoying 
the  extraordinary  fight  of  this  gi¬ 
gantic  fountain  of  liquid  fire  in 
perfect  fafety,  the  unfortunate  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountain  of  Soiuma,  particularly 
at  Ottaiano  and  C'accia-bella,  were 
involved  in  that  dark  and  footy 
cloud  which  formed  fo  proper  a 
back  ground  to  our  bright  picture, 
and  were  pelted  with  dones  and 
fcoriss  of  lava  ;  but  I  fh all  pre- 
fently  give  you  a  particular  de- 
feription  of  their'  truly  didrefsfuT 
fituations,  juft  as  I  had  it  from 
many  of  the  poor  fuiFerers  them- 


*  The  light  difFufed  by  this  huge  column  of  fire  was  fo  ftrong,  that  the  mod 
minute  objedis  could  be  difeerned  clearly  within  the  com  pads  of  ten  miles  or  snore 
round  the  mountain.  Mr.  Morris,  an  Englifh  gentleman,  told  me,  that  at 
Sorrento,  which  is  twelve  miles  from  Vefuvius,  he  read  the  title  page  of  a  book 
by  that  volcanic  light. 
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feflves,  when  I  vifited  that  part  of 
the  country  a  few  days  after  this 
eruption. 

Monday,  Aug.  9,  about  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  fourth 
fever-lit  of  the  mountain  began  to 
manifefl  itfelf  by  the  ufual  fymp- 
tbms,  fuch  as  a  lubterranecus  boil¬ 
ing  noife,  violent  explolions  of  in¬ 
flamed  matter  from  the  crater  of 
the  volcano,  accompanied  with 
fmoke  and  afhes,  which  fvmptoms 
encreafed  every  inftanr.  f  he  fmoke 
was  of  two  forts  ;  the  one  as  white 
as  fnow,  and  the  other  as  black  as 

iet> 

The  white,-  as  defcribed  in  the 
former  part  of  this  journal*  rolled 
gently  mafs  over  mafs,  refembling 
bales  of  the  fofteft  cotton  ;  and  the 
black  compofed  of  fcorise  and  mi¬ 
nute  afhes  (hot  up  with  force  in  the 
mid  ft  of  the  white  fmoke,  which, 
from  the  minerals,  was  alfo  fome- 
times  tinged  with  yellow,  blue, 
and  green.  Prefently  fuch  a  tre¬ 
mendous  mafs  of  thefe  accumulated 
tlouds  flood  over  Vefuvius  as  feem- 
ed  to  threaten  Naples  again,  and 
adlually  made  the  mountain  itfelf 
appear  a  mole-hill. 

This  day’s  eruption  was  fimilar 
td  that  of  Thurfday  lafl,  but  many 
degrees  more  violent.  Some  Hones, 
thrown  near  as  high  as  thofe  of 
laft  night,  fell  on  the  mountain 
of  Somma,  and  fet  fire  to  the 
brufh-wood  with  which  it  is  co¬ 
vered  ;  but  there  being  little  wind, 
and  that  wrefterly,  the  volcanic 
matter  rofe  and  fell  in  a  more  per¬ 
pendicular  direction,  and  Ottaiano 
did  not  fuffer  by  this  day’s  erup¬ 
tion  ;  but  moil  of  the  inhabitants 
df  the  towns  on  the  borders  of  Ve¬ 
fuvius  fled  to  Naples,  alarmed  by 
the  tremendous  clouds,  and  the 
loud  explofions. 

Vol.  XXIII. 
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We  remarked,  that  feveral  very 
large  Hones,  after  having  mounted 
to  an  immenfe  height,  formed  a 
parabola,  leaving  behind  them  a 
trace  of  white  fmoke  that  marked 
their  courfe  :  fome  burll  in  the  air 
exadlly  like  bombs,  and  others  fell 
into  the  valley  between  Somma 
and  Vefuvius  without  burning ; 
others  again  burll  into  a  thoufand 
pieces  foon  after  their  emiftion 
from  the  crater;  they  might  very 
properly  be  called  volcanic  bombs. 

In  the  fmoke  iffuing  from  the 
crater  of  Vefuvius,  we  often  re¬ 
marked  a  fudden  brifk  and  qui¬ 
vering  motion,  which  feemed  to 
communicate  itfelf  inHantaneoufly 
from  one  cloud  to  another,  and 
fometimes  affedled  thofe  that  were: 
very  high  in  the  great  mafs  above 
the  volcano.  Though  I  could  not 
difcern  any  electrical  fire,  yet  I 
make  no  doubt,  but  that  the  effeCt 
above-mentioned  was  occafioned  by 
it,  and  would  have  been  vifib'Ie  in 
the  night-time. 

Upon  the  whole,  this  day’s  erup¬ 
tion  was  very  alarming  :  until  the 
lava  broke  out  about  two  o’clock, 
and  ran  three  miles  between  the 
two  mountains,  we  were  in  conti¬ 
nual  appreheniion  of  fome  fatal 
event.  It  continued  to  run  about 
three  hours,  during  which  time 
every  other  fymptom  of  the  moun¬ 
tain-fever  gradually  abated,  and 
at  feven  o’clock  at  night  all  was 
calm. 

It  was  univerfally  remarked,  that 
the  air  this  night,  for  many  hours 
after  the  eruption,  was  filled  with 
meteors,  fuch  as  are  vulgarly  called 
falling  Hars  ;  they  lhot  generally 
in  a  horizontal  direction,  leaving 
a  luminous  trace  behind  them,  buc 
which  quickly  difappeared.  The 
night  was  remarkably  fine,  ftar- 
9  light. 
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light,  and  without  a  cloud.  This 
kind  of  electrical  fire  feerned  to  be 
harmlefs,  and  never  to  reach  the 
ground  ;  whereas  that  with  which 
the  black  volcanic  cloud  of  lad 
night  was  pregnant  appeared  mif- 
chievous,  like  the  lightning  that 
attends  a  fevere  thunder  florin,  as 
v/e  fhould  undoubtedly  have  ex¬ 
perienced  had  the  eruption  conti¬ 
nued  longer,  and  the  cloud  fpread 
over  Naples.  The  fame  kind  of 
lightning  proved  fatal  to  feveral 
people, and  did  great  damage  with¬ 
in  the  fpace  of  many  miles  round 
Vefuvius  during  its  great  eruption 
Of  1631,  as  is  mentioned  in  one  of 
my  former  letters  on  this  fubject. 

During  this  day’s  eruption,  the 
relics-  of  St.  Januaries  were  carried 
in  proceffion,  and  expofed  to  the 
furious  mountain  from  the  bridge 
of  the  Maddalena,  amidft  a  prodi¬ 
gious  concourfe  of  people,  who  are 
at  this  moment  well  convinced, 
that  to  this  ceremony  alone  Naples 
may  attribute  its  happy  efcape. 

It  was  from  their  Sicilian  ma¬ 
jesties  palace  at  Paufilipo  that  I 
made  my  obfervations  on  this 
day’s  eruption,  and  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  their  majedies,  who  had 
been  pleafed  to  fend  for  me  in  the 
morning,  as  foon  as  the  volcano 
became  turbulent. 

Tuefday,  Augufl  10,  Vefuvius 
was  quiet. 

Wednefday,  Aug.  u,  about  fix 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  the  fifth 
and  lad  fever-fit  of  the  mountain 
came  on,  and  gradually  encreafed. 
About  twelve  o’clock,  it  was  at  its 
height*,  and  very  violent  indeed. 


the  explofions  being  louder  than/ 
thofe  that  attended  the  former 
eruptions:  we  could  not  judge  of 
the  height  of  the  vollies  of  ftones 
and  fcorite,  as  fome  rainy  clouds 
were,  blended  with  the  volcanic 
ones,  and  hid  the  upper  part  of 
the  cone  and  crater  of  Vefuvius 
from  our  view. 

The  fame  mountains  of  white 
cotton-like  clouds,  piled  one  over 
another,  rofe  to  fuch  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  height,  and  formed  fuch  a 
coloffal  mafs  over  Vefuvius,  as 
cannot  poihbly  be  defcribed,  or 
fcarcely  imagined.  It  may  have 
been  from  a  fcene  of  this  kind, 
that  the  ancient  poets  took  their 
ideas  of  the  giants  waging  war 
with  Jupiter*. 

About  five  o’clock  in  the  even¬ 
ing  the  eruption  ceafed,  fome  rain 
having  fallen  this  day,  which  hav¬ 
ing  been  greatly  impregnated  with 
the  corrofive  faks  of  the  volcano, 
did  much  damage  to  the  vines  in 
its  neighbourhood, 

Thurfday  and  Friday,  Aug.  12 
and  13:,  Vefuvius  continued  to 
fmoke  confiderably,  and  at  times 
flight  explofions  were  heard,  like 
cannon  at  a  great  didance  ;  but 
there  have  been  no  more  throws 
from  its  crater,  nor  any  dreams  of 
lava  from  its  flanks,  fince  Wed- 
nefday  lad. 

On  Saturday,  Aug.  15,  I  went,, 
accompanied  by  Count  Lamberg, 
the  imperial  minider  at  this  court,, 
to  vi fit  Oitaiano  and  Caccia-beila, 
the  di drift  which  had  been  mod 
feverely  treated  by  the  heavy  and 
dedruftive  diower  of  volcanic  mat- 


#  *  It  has  been  remarked  by  the  olded  people  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vefu¬ 
vius,  that  in  its  eruptions  the'  volcano  is  lubjcft  to  a  cribs  at  noon  and  mid- 
mghtj  and  indeed,  from  my  own  oblervation,  1  believe  that  remark  to  be  well 
founded. 

ter 
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ter  from  the  crater  of  Vefuvius  laft 
Sunday  night. 

Soon  after  having  patted  the 
town  of  Somma,  we  began  to  per¬ 
ceive  that  the  heat  of  the  fiery 
fhower  which  had  fallen  in  its 
neighbourhood  had  affefted  the 
leaves  of  the  trees  and  vines,  which 
we  found  ftill  more  parched  and 
fhrivelled  in  proportion  as  we  ap¬ 
proached  the  town  of  Ottaiano, 
which  may  be  about  three  miles 
from  Somma.  At  about  the  dis¬ 
tance  of  a  mile  from  Somma,  we 
began  to  perceive  frefh  cinders  or 
fcoriae  of  lava,  thinly  fcattered  on 
the  road  and  in  the  fields.  Every 
ftep  we  advanced  we  found  them 
of  a  larger  dimentton,  and  in 
greater  abundance.  Atthediftance 
of  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Ottaiano, 
the  foil  was  totally  covered  by 
them,  and  the  leaves  and  fruit 
were  either  entirely  dripped  from 
the  trees,  or  remained  thinly  on 
them,  fhrivelled  and  dried  up  by 
the  intenfe  heat  of  the  volcanic 
fhower. 

After  having  patted  through  the 
moil  fertile  country,  abounding 
with  trees  loaded  with  fruits  of 
every  kind,  and  the  moft  luxuriant 
vegetation,  through  gay  villages 
crowded  with  chearful  inhabitants, 
to  come  at  once  to  fuch  a  feene  of 
delegation  and  mifery,  affording  to 
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our  view  nothing  but  heaps  of 
black  cinders  and  alhes,  blafted 
trees,  ruined  houfes,  with  a  few 
of  their  fcattered  inhabitants  juft 
returned  with  ghaftly,  difmayed 
countenances,  to  furvey  the  ha- 
vock  done  to  their  tenements  and 
habitations,  and  from  which  they 
themfelves  had  with  much  difficulty 
efcaped  alive  on  Sunday  laft,  was 
fuch  a  melancholy  feene,  as  can. 
neither  be  deferibed  or  forgotten. 

We  found  the  roof  of  his  Sicilian 
majefty’s  fporting  feat  at  Caccia- 
bella  much  damaged  by  the  fall  of 
large  ftones  and  heavy  fcoriae,  fome 
of  which,  after  having  been  broken 
by  their  fall  through  the  roof,  ftill 
weighed  upwards  of  thirty  pounds. 
This  place,  in  a  diredl  line,  can¬ 
not  be  lefs  than  four  miles  from  the 
crater  of  Vefuvius. 

The  moft  authentic  accounts 
have  been  received  of  the  fall  of 
fmall  volcanic  ftones  and  cinders 
(fome  of  which  weighed  two  ounces) 
at  Benevento,  Foggia,  and  Monte 
Mileto,  upwards  of  thirty  miles 
from  Vefuvius  *  ;  but  what  is  moft; 
extraordinary  (as  there  was  but  lit¬ 
tle  wind  during  the  eruption  of  the 
eighth  cf  Auguft),  minute  afhes 
fell  thick  that  very  night  upon 
the  town  of  Manfredonia,  which  is 
at  the  diftance  of  an  hundred  mile3 
from  Vefuvius  f . 


*  The  Prince  of  Monte  Mileto  told  me,  that  his  fon,  the  Duke  of  Popoli, 
who  was  at  Monte  Mileto  the  8th  of  Auguft,  had  been  alarmed  by  the  fhower 
of  cinders  that  fell  there,  fome  of  which  he  had  fent  to  Naples,  weighing  two 
runces  j  and  that  ftones  of  an  ounce  had  fallen  upon  an  eftate  ot  his  ten  mile* 
farther  off.  Monte  Mileto  is  about  thirty  miles  from  the  volcano. 

f  The  Abbe  Galini,  well  known  in  the  literary  world,  told  me,  that  his 
fitter,  a  nun  in  a  Convent  at  Manfredonia,  had  wrote  to  enquire  after  him, 
imagining  that  Naples  muft  have  been  deftroyed,  when  they,  at  fo  great  a  dif¬ 
tance,  had  been  fo  much  alarmed  by  a  fhower  of  minute  alhes,  which  fell  on 
that  city  at  eleven  o’clock  at  night,  Aug.  8.  as  to  open  all  the  churches,  and 
go  to  prayers.  As  the  great  eruption  happened  at  nine  o’clock  at  night,  the 
allies  muft  have  travelled  an  hundred  miles  within  the  ftiort  fpace  of  two  hours. 

G  2  Thefts 
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Thefe  fads  feem  to  confirm  the 
extreme  fuppofed  height  of  the  co¬ 
lumn  of  fire  that  ifiued  from  the 
crater  of  B  Vefuvius  laft  Sunday 
night,  and  are  greatly  in  fupport 
of  what  we  find  recorded  in  the 
hiftory  of  Vefuvius  with  refped  to 
the  fall  of  its  afiies  at  an  amazing 
difiance,  and  in  a  fhort  fpace  of 
time,  during  its  violent  eruptions. 

We  proceeded  from  Caccia  bella 
to  Ottaiano,  which  is  a  mile  nearer 
to  Vefuvius,  and  is  reckoned  to 
contain  twelve  thoufand  inhabi¬ 
tants.  Nothing  could  be  more 
difmal  than  the  fight  of  this  town, 
unroofed,  half  buried  under  black 
fcorias  and  afiies ;  all  the  windows 
towards  the  mountain  broken,  and 
fome  of  the  houfes  themfelves 
burnt ;  the  fireets  choaked  up  with 
thefe  afiies  (in  fome  that  were  nar¬ 
row,  the  ftratum  was  not  lefs 
than  four  feet  thick) ;  and  a  few  of 
the  inhabitants  jufi  returned  were 
employed  in  clearing  them  away, 
and  piling  up  the  allies  in  hillocks 
to  get  at  their  ruined  houfes. 
Others  were  afiembled  in  little 
groups,  enquiringafter  their  friends 
and  neighbours,  relating  each 
other’s  woes,  crofiing  themfelves, 
and  lifting  up  their  eyes  to  Heaven 
when  they  mentioned  their  mira¬ 
culous  efcapes.  Some  Monks,  who 
were  in  their  convent  during  the 
whole  of  the  horrid  fhower,  gave 
us  the  following  particulars,  which 
they  related  with  folemnity  and 
precifion. 

The  mountain  of  Somma,  at  the 
foot  of  which  Ottaiano  is  lituated, 
hides  Vefuvius  from  its  fight,  fo 


that  till  the  eruption  became  con- 
fiderable,  it  was  not  vifible  to 
them.  On  Sunday  night,  when 
the  noife  encreafed,  and  the  fire 
began  to  appear  above  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  Somma,  many  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  this  town  flew  to  the 
churches,  and  others  were  prepar¬ 
ing  to  quit  the  town,  when  a  hid¬ 
den  violent  report  was  heard  ;  foon 
after  which  they  found  themfelves 
involved  in  a  thick  cloud  of  fmoke 
and  minute  afiies :  a  horrid  clafh- 
ing  noife  was  heard  in  the  air,  and 
prefently  fell  a  deluge  of  ftones 
and  large  fcorite,  fome  of  which 
Icorias  were  of  the  diameter  of 
feven  or  eight  feet,  and  mufi  have 
weighed  more  than  an  hundred 
pounds  before  they  were  broken  by 
their  fall,  as  fome  of  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  them,  which  I  picked  up 
in  the  fireets,  ftill  weighed  upwards 
of  fixty  pounds.  When  thefe  large 
vitrified  maffes  either  firuck  againfi: 
one  another  in  the  air,  or  fell  oil 
the  ground,  they  broke  in  many 
pieces,  and  covered  a  large  fpace 
around  them  with  vivid  fparks  of 
fire,  which  communicated  their 
heat  to  every  thing  that  was  cora- 
buftible  *.  In  an  inftant  the  town 
and  country  about  it  was  on  fire  in 
many  parts  ;  for  in  the  vineyards 
there  were  feveral  firavv  huts,  which 
had  been  eredted  for  the  watchmen 
of  the  grapes,  all  of  which  were 
burnt.  A  great  magazine  of  wood 
in  the  heart  of  the  town  was  all  ir> 
a  blaze,  and,  had  there  been  much 
wind,  the  flames  mufi  have  fpread 
univerfally,  'and  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  would  have'  infallibly  been 


Thefe  mafies  were  formed  of  the  liquid  lava,  the  exterior  parts  of  which 
had  become  black  and  porous  by  cooling  in  the  long  traverfe  they' had  mads 
■through  the  air,  whil ft  the  interior  parts,  lefs  expofed,  retained  an  extreme  heat, 
and  were  perfectly  red. 

burnt 


t 
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■burnt  in  their  houfes,  for  it  was 
impoflible  for  them  to  dir  out. 
Some  who  attempted  it  with  pil¬ 
lows,  tables,  chairs,  the  tops  of 
wine  calks,  &c.  on  their  heads, 
were  either  knocked  down,  or 
foon  driven  back  to  their  clofe 
quarters  under  arches,  and  in  the 
cellars  of  their  houfes.  Many  were 
wounded,  but  only  two  perfons 
have  died  of  the  wounds  they  re¬ 
ceived  from  this  dreadful  volcanic 
fhovver.  To  add  to  the  horror  of 
the  fcene,  mediant  volcanic  light¬ 
ning  was  whifking  about  the  black 
cloud  that  furrounded  them,  and 
the  fulphureous  fmell  and  heat 
would  fcarcely  allow  them  to  draw 
their  breath. 

In  this  miferable  and  alarming 
fituation  they  remained  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  when  the  vol¬ 
canic  dorm  ceafed  all  at  once,  and 
the  frightened  inhabitants  of  Ot- 
taiano,  apprehending  a  frefh  at¬ 
tack  from  the  turbulent  mountain, 
haftiiy  quitted  the  country,  after 
having  depofited  the  Tick  and  bed¬ 
ridden,  at  their  own  defire,  in  the 
churches. 

Had  the  eruption  laded  an  hour 
longer,  Octaiano  mud  have  re¬ 
mained  exactly  in  the  date  of  Pom- 
peia,  which  was  buried  under  the 
afhes  of  Vefuvius  jud  1700  years 
ago,  with  mod  of  its  inhabitants, 
vvhofe  bones  are  to  this  day  fre¬ 
quently  found  under  arches  and  in 
the  cellars  of  the  houfes  of  that 
ancient  city. 

We  were  told  of  many  miracles 
that  had  been  wrought  by  the 
images  of  faints  at  this  place  dur¬ 
ing  the  late  difader;  but,  as  they 
are  quite  foreign  to  my  purpofe,  I 
fhall,  as  ufual,  pafs  them  over  in 
lilence. 

The  palace  of  the  Prinpe  of  Ot- 
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taiano  is  fituated  on  an  eminence 
above  the  town,  and  nearer  the 
mountain  ;  the  deps  leaching  up  to 
it,  being  deeply  covered  with  vol¬ 
canic  matter,  refembled  the  cone 
of  Vefuvius,  and  the  white  marble 
datues  on  the  baludrade  made  a 
fingular  appearance  peeping  from 
under  the  black  afhes,  which  had 
entirely  covered  both  the  balu¬ 
drade  and  their  pededals.  The 
roof  of  the  palace  was  totally  de- 
droyed,  and  the  windows  were 
broken;  but  the  heufe  itfelf,  being 
drongly  built,  had  not  fufFered 
much. 

We  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
here  exadlly  the  quality  of  the 
dreadful  fhower,  as  the  volcanic 
matter  which  broke  through  the 
roof  of  the  palace,  and  fell  into  the 
garrets,  on  the  balconies  and  in  the 
courts,  had  not  been  removed.  It 
was  compofed  of  the  feorise  of 
frefh  lava  much  vitrified,  great  and 
fmall,  mixed  with  fragments  of 
ancient  folid  lavas  of  different 
forts:  many  pieces  were  enveloped 
by  the  new  lava,  which  formed  a 
crud  about  them  ;  and  others  were 
only  Ilightly  varnifhed  by  the  fredi 
lava.  Thefe  kind  of  dones  being 
very  compact,  and  fome  weighing 
eight  or  ten  pounds,  mud  have 
fallen  with  greater  force  than  the 
heavier  fcorise,  which  were  very 
porous,  and  had  the  great  furface 
above-mentioned. 

The  palace  of  Ottaiano  is  built 
on  a  thick  dratum  of  ancient 
lava,  which  ran  from  the  mountain 
of  Somma  when  in  its  adlive  vol¬ 
canic  date.  Under  this  dratum 
we  were  fhewn  three  grottoes,  from 
which  iffues  a  condant  extreme 
cold  wind,  and  at  times  with  im- 
petuofity,  and  a  noife  like  watej 
dafhing  upon  rocks.  They  are 
G'  x  ihut 
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fhut  up  with  doors  like  cellars,  and 
are  made  ufe  of  as  fuch,  as  alfo  to 
keep  provifions  frefh  and  to  cool 
liquors.  I  had  never  feen  thefe 
'ventaroli  before.  In  my  letter 
to  Dr.  Maty,  upon  the  nature  of 
the  foil  round  Naples,  I  have 
mentioned  others  of  the  lame  kind 
that  I  had  met  with  on  Vefuvius, 
Etna,  and  in  the  Ifland  of  Ifchia*. 

We  ohferved,  that  the  tradt  of 
country  completely  covered  with  a 
flratum  of  the  volcanic  matter 
above  mentioned  was  about  two 
miles  and  a  half  broad,  and  as 
much  in  length,  in  which  fpace 
the  vines  and  fruit-trees  were  to¬ 
tally  ftript  of  their  leaves  and  fruit, 
and  had  the  appearance  of  being 
quil;e  burnt  up;  but,  to  my  great 
furprize,  having  vifited  that  coun¬ 
try  again  two  days  ago,  I  faw 
thofe  very  trees,  which  were  apple, 
pear,  peach,  and  apricot,  in  blof- 
jfom  again,  and  feme  with  the  fruit 
already  formed,  and  of  the  fize  of 
hazle  nuts.  The  vines  there  had 
alfo  put  forth  frefh  leaves,  and 
were  in  bloom,  Many  foxes, 
hares,  and  other  game,  were  de- 
firoyed  by  the  fiery  fhower  in  the 
diftridl  of  Somma  and  Qctaia- 
nof. 

His  Sicilian  majefty,  whole  good- 
nefs  of  heart  inclines  him  on  all 
occafions  to  fhew  his  benevolence 
and  affifl  the  unfortunate,  has  or¬ 


dered  a  confiderable  fum  of  money 
to  be  diftributed  among  the  un¬ 
happy  fulferers  of  Ottaiano  and  its 
neighbourhood. 

On  the  18th  of  September  I 
went  upon  Mount  Vefuvius,  ac¬ 
companied  by  Lord  Herbert  and 
my  ufual  guide.  We  could  not 
poffibly  reach  its  crater,  being  co¬ 
vered  with  a  thick  fmoke,  too  ful- 
phureous  and  offienfive  to  be  en¬ 
countered  ;  neither  would  it  have 
been  prudent  to  have  ventured  up, 
had  there  not  been  that  impedi¬ 
ment,  as  it  was  evident,  from  the 
loud  reports  we  heard  from  time  to 
time,  that  there  exifted  kill  a  great 
fermentation  within  the  boweis  of 
the  volcano.  We  therefore  con¬ 
tented  ourfelves  with  examining  the 
effects  of  the  late  extraordinary 
eruption  on  its  cone,  and  in  the 
valley  between  it  and  the  mountain 
of  Somma, 

The  conical  part  of  Vefuvius  is 
now  covered  with  fragments  of 
lava  and  fcoriae,  which  makes  the 
afeent  much  more  difficult  and 
troublefome  than  when  it  was  only 
covered  with  minute  afhes.  The 
particularity  of  this  laft  eruption 
was,  that  the  lava  which  ufually 
ran  out  of  the  flanks  of  the  vol¬ 
cano,  forming  cafcades,  rivers, 
and  rivulets  of  liquid  fire,  was  now 
chiefly  thrown  up  from  its  crater 
in  the  form  of  a  gigantic  fountain 


*  At  Cefi,  in  the  Roman  State,  towards  the  Adriatic,  there  are  many  fuch 
njentaroli ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  that  town,  by  means  of  leaden  pipes,  conduct 
the  frefh  air  from  them  into  the  very  rooms  of  their  houfes,  fo  that  by  turning  a 
cock  they  can  cool  them  to  any  degree.  Some  who  have  refined  foil  more  upon 
this  luxury,  by  fmaller  pipes,  bring  this  cold  air  under  the  dining  table,  fo  as 
to  cool  the  bottle  of  liquor  upon  it. 

f  Having  had  the  honour  of  being  on  a  ffiooting  party  lately  with  the  King 
of  Naples,  at  the  foot  of  Vefuvius  and  Somma,  feveral  dead  hares  were  found, 
and  we  killed  others  whole  backs  were  quite  bare,  the  fur  having  been  finged 
off  of  them  by  the  hot  afhes. 
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of  fire*,  which  falling  ftill  in  Tome 
degree  of  fufion,  has,  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  cafed  up  the  conical  part  of 
Vefuvius  with  a  ftratum  of  hard 
fcoriaE:  on  the  fide  next  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  Somma,  that  ftratum  is 
furely  more  than  one  hundred  feet 
thick,  forming  a  high  ridge.  The 
valley  between  Vefuvius  and  Som¬ 
ma  has  received  fuch  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  lava  and  other  volcanic 
matter  during  this  laft  eruption, 
that  it  is  railed,  as  is  imagined, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  or 
more.  Three  fuch  eruptions  as 
the  laft  would  completely  fill  up 
the  valley,  and,  by  uniting  Ve¬ 
fuvius  and  Somma,  form  them  into 
one  mountain,  as  they  moft  proba¬ 
bly  were  before  the  great  eruption 
in  the  reign  of  Titus.  In  Ihort,  I 
found  the  whole  face  of  Vefuvius 


changed.  Thofe  curious  channels, 
in  which  the  lava  ran  in  the  month 
of  May  laft,  are  all  buried.  The 
volcano  appears  to  have  likewife 
encreafed  in  height ;  the  form  of 
the  crater  is  changed,  a  great 
piece  of  its  rim  towards  Somma 
being  wanting;  and  on  the  fide 
towards  the  lea  it  is  alfo  broken. 
There  are  fome  very  large  cracks 
towards- the  point  of  the  cone  of 
the  volcano,  which  makes  it  pro¬ 
bable,  that  more  of  the  borders  of 
the  crater  will  fall  in.  The  ridge 
of  frefh  volcanic  matter  on  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius  towards  Somma, 
and  the  thick  ftratum  in  the 
valley,  are  likewife  full  of  cracks, 
from  which  there  iffues  a  conftant 
fulphureous  fmoke  that  tinges  them 
and  the  circumjacent  fcoriae  and 
cinders  with  a  deep  yellow,  or 


*  Sorrentino  mentions,  in  his  Iftoria  del  Vefuvio,  that  the  volcano  in  167S 
vented  itfclf  in  the  like  manner:  “  Non  a  torrent!  modo  mando  fuori  le  fue 
vifeere-,  nut  tutti  in  aria  menolla.”  Such  wonderful,  violent,  and  fudden  emif- 
fions  of  liquid  lava  muft  have  been  occafioned  by  feme  accidental  and  extraor¬ 
dinary  caufe ;  and  I  was  inclined  to  think,  that  a  fudden  communication  of  wa¬ 
ter  with  the  lava  in  fufion  might  be  tiie  occafion  of  fuch  a  phenomenon,  parti¬ 
cularly  as  we  know  that  pools  of  rain-water  have  been  found  formerly  in  ca¬ 
verns  within  the  bowels  of  Vefuvius;  and  that  a  river,  fuppofed  to  be  that  an¬ 
ciently  called  Draco,  and  which  was  buried  by  an  ancient  eruption,  burft  out 
fome  years  ago  with  fuch  force,  from  under  aj ftratum  of  lava  at  Torre  del  Gre¬ 
co,  as  to  be  lufficient  to  turn  mills  there;  but  a  late  curious  experiment,  men¬ 
tioned  by  Monf.  de  Faujas,  in  his  Recherches  fur  les  Volcans  eteints,  p.  176, 
feems  to  contradifl  my  fuppofition  ;  and  that  water  introduced  to  the  furnace  of 
a  volcano,  finding  there  a  more  rarefied  air,  would  not  produce  an  explofion. 
Monf.  Deflaudes,  Director  of  the  Royal  Manufa&ure  of  Looking  glalS  at  St, 
Gobin,  made  the  following  experiment  in  1768,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Dukede 
la  Rochfoucault,  Monf.  de  Faujas,  and  others.  He  poured  fome  water  upon  a 
quantity  of  glafs  in  fufion,  and  which  had  been  in  that  ftate  in  the  crucible  for 
twelve  hours.  The  water  did  not  occafion  the  leaft  fermentation  ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  rolled  upon  its  fui face,  without  even  producing  any  linoke  ;  and  af¬ 
ter  having  become  feemingly  red-hot,  like  the  metal  in  fufion,  difappeared  in 
about  three  minutes,  without  having  occafioned  the  leaft  <*iplofion.  If  the 
great  emifiions  of  lava  above-mentioned  were  not  then  occafioned  by  water 
mixing  with  the  lava,  may  not  they  have  been  produced  by  violent  fubterra- 
neous  exhalations  having  forced  their  way  into  the  cauldron  of  the  volcano  (if 
I  may  be  allowed  the  exprellion)  replete  with  matter  in  fufion,  and  blown  its 
whole  contents,  with  what  even  oppofed  its  paffage,  at  once  into  the  air. 


G  4 


fome- 


88  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


fometimes  a  white  tint.  Thefelaft 
mentioned  cracks,  though  deep, 
do  not,  as  I  apprehend,  pals  the 
ftratum  formed  by  the  laft  erup¬ 
tion,  and  which,  from  its  extreme 
thicknefs,  particularly  in  the  val¬ 
ley,  will  probably  retain  a  great 
degree  of  heat  for  fome  years  to 
come,  as  did  a  thick  ftratum  of 
lava  that  ran  into  the  fojfe  grande 
in  the  year  1767. 

The  number  and  fize  of  the 
ftones,  or,  more  properly  fpeak- 
ing,  of  the  fragments  of  lava  which 
have  been  thrown  out  of  the  vol¬ 
cano  in  the  courfe  of  the  laft  erup¬ 
tion,  and  which  lie  fcattered  thick 
on  the  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and  at 
the  foot  of  it,  is  really  incredible. 
The  large!!  we  meafured  was  in 
circumference  no  lefs  than  one 
hundred  and  eight  Englifh  feet, 
and  feventeen  feet  high.  It  is  a 
folid  block,  and  is  much  vitrified  : 
in  fome  parts  of  it  there  are  large 
pieces  of  pure  glafs,  of  a  brown 
yellow  colour,  like  that  of  which 
our  common  bottles  are  made,  and 
throughout  its  pores  feem  to  be 
filled  with  perfect  vitrifications  of 
the  fame  fort.  The  fpot  where 
it  alighted  is  plainly  marked  by  a 
deep  impreffion  almpft  at  the  foot 
of  the  cone  of  the  volcano,  and  it 
took  three  bounds  before  it  fettled, 
as  is  plainly  perceived  by  the 
marks  it  has  left  on  the  ground, 
and  by  the  ftones  which  it  has 
pounded  to  atoms  under  its  prodi¬ 
gious  weight.  When  we  conftder 
the  enormous  fize  and  weight  of 
fuch  a  folid  mafs,  thrown  at  leaf! 


a  quarter  of  a  mile  clear  of  t 
mouth  of  the  volcano,  we  can 
but  admire  the  wonderful  powers 
of  nature,  of  which,  being  fo  very 
feldom  within  the  reach  of  human 
infpe&ion,  we  are  in  general  too 
apt  to  judge  upon  much  top  fmali 
a  fcale. 

Another  folid  block  of  ancient 
lava,  fixty-fix  feetin  circumference, 
and  nineteen  feet  high,  being 
nearly  of  a  fpherical  fhape,  was 
thrown  out  at  the  fame  time,  and 
lies  near  the  former.  This  ftone, 
which  has  the  marks  of  having 
been  rounded ?  nay,  almoft  polifh- 
ed,  by  continual  rolling  in  tor¬ 
rents,  or  on  the  fea-fhore,  and 
which  yet  has  been  fo  undoubtedly 
thrown  out  of  the  volcano,  may 
be  the  fubjedl  of  curious  fpecula- 
tions  *,  Another  block  of  folid 
lava  that  was  thrown  much  farther, 
and  lies  in  the  valley  between  the 
cone  of  Vefuvius  and  the  Hermi¬ 
tage,  is  ftxteen  .  feet  high,  and 
ninety-two  feet  in  circumference, 
though  it  plainly  appears,  by  the 
large  fragments  that  lie  round, 
and  were  detached  from,  it  by  the 
ftiock  of  its  fall,  that  it  muft  have 
been  twice  as  confiderable  when  in 
the  air. 

There  are  thoufands  of  very 
large  fragments  of  different  fpe- 
cies  of  ancient  and  modern  lavas, 
that  lie  fcattered  by  the  late  explo- 
fions  on  the  cone  of  Vefuvius,  and 
in  the  vallies  at  its  foot ;  but  thefe 
three  were  the  large!!  of  thofe  we 
meafured  f . 

We 


*  Qr  may  not  this  ftone  be  a  fpherical  volcanic  bafalt,  fuch  as  one  of  forty- 
five  feet  in  circumference,  described  by  Monf.  Faujas  de  St.  Fond,  in  p.  155.  of 
his  curious  book  on  the  fubjedf  of  extinguifhed  volcanos  ? 

1'  W'e  meafured  two  other  ftones  in  the  valley  between  Somma  and  Vefuvius  5 
iLe  one  was  twenty  two  feet  and  a  half  long,  thirteen  feet  and  a  half  broad,  and 
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We  found  alfo  many  fragments 
pf  thofe  volcanic  bombs  that  burfi: 
in  the  air,  as  mentioned  in  the 
former  part  of  this  journal  ;  and 
fome  entire,  having  fallen  to  the 
ground  without  burfting.  The 
frefh  red-hot  and  liquid  lava  hav¬ 
ing  been  thrown  up  with  number- 
lefs  fragments  of  ancient  lavas,  the 
latter  were  often  clofely  enveloped 
by  the  former;  and  probably  when 
fuch  fragments  of  lava  were  po¬ 
rous  and  full  o-f  air  bubbles,  as  is 
often  the  cafe,  the  extreme  out¬ 
ward  heat  fuddenly  rarefying  the 
confined  air,  caufed  an  explofion. 
When  thefe  fragments  were  of  a 
more  compact  lava  they  did  not 
explode,  but  were  fimply  enclofed 
by  the  frefh  lava,  and  acquired  a 
fpherical  form  by  whirling  in  the 
air,  or  rolling  down  the  fteep  Tides 
of  the  volcano. 

The  (hell  or  outward  coat  of  the 
bombs  that  burft,  and  of  which  we 
found  feveral  pieces,  was  always 
compofed  of  frefh  lava,  in  which 
piany  fplinters  of  the  more  ancient 
lava  that  had  been  enclofed  are  feen 
flicking.  I  was  much  pleafed  with 
this  difcovery,  having  been  greatly 
puzzled  for  an  explanation  of  this 
volcanic  operation,  which  was  new 
to  me,  and  which  was  very  fre¬ 
quent  during  the  eruption  of  the 
9th  of  Auguft. 

The  phenomenon  of  the  natural 
fpun-glafs  which  fell  at  Ottaiano 
with  the  afhes  on  the  5th  cf  Au¬ 
guft,  was  likewife  clearly  explain¬ 
ed  to  me  here.  I  have  already 
mentioned,  that  the  lava  thrown 
up  by  this  eruption  was  in  general 
more  perfectly  vitrified  than  that 
of  any  former  eruption,  which  ap¬ 
peared  plainly  upon  a  nearer  ex- 
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amination  of  the  fragments  of  frefh 
lava,  the  pores  of  which  we  gene¬ 
rally  found  full  of  a  pure  vitrifica¬ 
tion,  and  the  fcorim  themfelves, 
upon  a  clofe  examination  with  a 
magnifying  glafs,  appeared  like  a 
confufed  heap  of  filaments,  of  a 
foul  vitrification.  When  a  piece 
of  the  folid  frefh  lava  had  been 
cracked  in  its  fall  without  feparat- 
ing  entirely,  we  always  faw  capil¬ 
lary  fibres  of  perfeft  glafs,  reach¬ 
ing  from  fide  to  fide  within  the 
cracks.  If  I  may  be  allowed  a 
mean  comparifon,  which,  however, 
conveys  the  idea  of  what  I  vvifh  to 
explain  better  than  any  other  I  can 
think  of,  this  lava  refemblecl  a 
rich  Parmefan  cheefe,  which,  when, 
broken  and  gently  feparated,  fpins 
out  tranfparent  filaments  from  the 
little  cells  that  contained  the  clam¬ 
my  liquor  of  which  thofe  filaments 
were  compofed.  The  natural  fpun- 
glafs  then  that  fell  at  Ottaiano 
during  this  eruption,  as  well  as 
that  which  fell  in  the  Ifle  of  Bour¬ 
bon  in  the  year  1766,  muft  have 
been  formed  mod  probably  by  the 
operation  of  fuch  a  fort  of  lava 
as  has  been  juft  deferibed,  crack¬ 
ing  and  feparating  in  the  air  at 
the  time  of  its  emiffion  from 
the  craters  of  the  volcanos,  and 
by  that  means  fpinning  out  the 
pure  vitrified  matter  from  its  pores 
or  cells,  the  wind  at  the  fame 
time  carrying  off  thofe  filaments  of 
glafs  as  fait  as  they  were  pro¬ 
duced. 

I  obferved  flicking  to  fome  very 
large  fragments  of  the  new  lava, 
which  were  of  a  clofe  grain,  fome 
pieces  of  a  fubftance,  whofe  tex¬ 
ture  very  much  refembled  that  of  a 
true  pumice-ftone ;  and  upon  a 


ten  feet  high;  the  other  eleven  feet  and  a  half  high,  and  feventy-two  feet  in. 
circumference,  ■  ,  ■  1 

„  clofe 
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clofe  examination,  and  having  fe- 
parated  them  from  the  lava,  I  per¬ 
ceived  that  this  fubftance  had  adlu- 
ally  been  forced  out  of  the  minute 
pores  of  the  folid  (tone  itfelf,  and 
was  a  colle&ion  of  fine  vitreous 
fibres  or  filaments,  confounded  to¬ 
gether  at  the  time  of  their  being 
preffed  out  by  the  contraction  of 
the  large  fragments  of  lava  in 
cooling,  and  which  had  bent  down¬ 
wards  by  their  own  weight.  This 
curious  fubftance  has  the  lightnefs 
of  a  pumice,  and  refembles  it  in 
every  refpeCt,  except  being  of  a 
darker  colour. 

When  the  pores  of  the  frefh  folid 
lava  were  large  and  filled  with  pure 
vitrified  matter,  we  found  that 
matter  fometimes  blown  into  bub¬ 
bles  on  its  furface,  I  fuppofe  by 
the  air  which  had  been  forced  out 
at  the  time  the  lava  contracted  it¬ 
felf  in  cooling  :  thofe  bubbles  be¬ 
ing  thin,  fhewed  that  this  volcanic 
glafs  has  the  kind  of  tranfparency 
of  our  common  glafs  bottles,  and 
is  like  them  of  a  dirty  yellow  co¬ 
lour.  I  detached  with  a  hammer 
fome  large  pieces  of  this  kind  of 
glafs,  as  big  as  my  fift,  which  ad¬ 
hered  to,  and  was  incorporated 
with,  fome  of  the  larger  fragments 
of  lava,  and,  though  of  the  fame 
kind,  from  their  thicknefs  they 
appeared  perfectly  black,  and  were 
opaque. 

Another  particularity  is  remark¬ 
able  in  the  lava  of  this  eruption  : 
many  detached  pieces  of  it  are  in 
the  fliape  of  a  barley-corn,  or  of  a 
plumb-ftone,  fmall  at  each  end, 
and  thick  in  the  middle.  We 
picked  up  feveral,  and  faw  many 
more  which  were  too  heavy  for  us 
to  carry  off,  for  they  mult  have 
weighed  more  than  fixty  pounds ; 
fome  of  the  fmaller  ones  did  not 
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weigh  an  ounce.  I  fuppofe  them 
to  be  drops  from  the  liquid  foun¬ 
tain ’of  fire  of  the  8th  of  Auguft, 
which  might  very  naturally  acquire 
fuch  a  form  in  their  fall ;  but  the 
peafants  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vefuvius  are  well  convinced  that 
they  are  the  thunder- bolts  that  fell 
with  the  volcanic  lightning. 

We  found  many  of  the  volcanic 
bombs,  or,  properly  fpeaking, 
round  balls  of  frefh  lava,  large 
and  fmall ;  all  of  which  have  a 
nucleus ,  compofed  of  a  fragment 
of  more  ancient  and  folid  lava. 
There  were  alfo  fome  other  cu¬ 
rious  vitrifications,  very  different 
from  any  I  had  ever  feen  before, 
mixed  with  the  late  fallen  fhower 
of  h  uge  fcoriac  and  maffes  of  lava. 

Though  1  have  endeavoured  to 
be  as  particular  and  clear  as  poffible 
in  the  defcription  I  have  given  of 
the  curious  fubflances  produced  by 
the  late  eruption  of  Vefuvius,  yet, 
as  fpecimens  of  thofe  fubflances 
will  explain  more  at  one  fight 
than  I  can  pretend  to  do  by  whole 
pages  in  writing,  I  fhall  not  fail 
to  fend  you,  by  the  f  rfl  favourable 
opportunity,  a  collection  of  them, 
which  I  have  fet  apart  for  that 
purpofe,  particularly  as  I  fatter 
myfelf  they  may  ferve  to  give  fome 
light  into  a  hitherto  obfcure  fub- 
jeCl  :  I  mean,  the  nature  and  man¬ 
ner  of  the  formation  of  pumice- 
ftones. 

Vefuvius  continues  to  fmoke 
coniiderablv,  and  we  had  a  flip-ht 
frock  of  an  earthquake  vefterday  ; 
fo  that  I  do  not  think,  notwith- 
flanding  the  late  eruptions  having 
been  fo  very  confiderable,  that  the 
volcano  has  vented  itfelf  fo  fuff- 
ciently  as  to  remain  long  quiet. 

I  mull  now.  Sir,  beg  your  par¬ 
don.  if  1  have  trefpaffed  too  much 

upon 
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upon  your  time:  I  meant  to  be 
ftaort,  clear,  and  explicit;  and  if, 
by  aiming  at  the  two  latter,  I  have 
failed  in  the  former,  I  hope  i  fhall 
beexcufed,  and  that  you  will  pleafe 
to  take  the  will  for  the  deed. 

I  am,  &c. 


Relation  of  the  recent  Eruption  of 
Mount  JEtna. 

OWARDS  the  end  of 
January,  many  reiterated 
fhocks  of  an  earthquake  were  felt 
in  different  parts  of  Sicily  ;  and 
from  that  time  it  was  obferved, 
that  JE cna  emitted  a  thick  fmoke 
from  its  center,  which  extended 
commonly  to  the  eaft,  A  new 
eminence  was  next  obferved  on 
the  weftern  fide  of  the  mountain, 
vifible  at  the  diftance  of  more  than 
50  miles,  the  certain  fign  of  a 
local  explofion. 

The  28th  of  March  and  the  8:h 
of  April,  the  earthquakes  were  felt 
with  more  violence,  in  direction 
.from  north  to  fouth,  and  the  fmoke 
of  the  volcano  augmented  con- 
fiderably  ;  infomuch  that,  on  the 
38th  of  April,  it  was  perceived  to 
rife  from  the  crater  in  the  form  of 
a  ftraight  and  lofty  pine,  its  head 
loll  in  the  clouds,  and  calling  out 
fmall  fragments  of  a  bituminous 
pumice-llone  to  the  circumference 
of  more  than  twenty  miles.  This 
continued  till  the  17th  of  May, 
when  the  fmoke  fuddenly  ceafed. 

The  1 8th  of  May,  towards  noon, 
a  violent  Ihock  with  a  fubterraneous 
trembling  was  heard  on  the  moun¬ 
tain,  and  at  fix  in  the  evening  a 
mouth  appeared  at  the  foot  of 
an  ancient  extinguifhed  volcano, 
called  Mount  Frumento,  very  near 
;i;e  coniines  of  the  fecond  region 
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of  iEtna.  The  fire  flowed  from  it 
like  a  river,  and,  entering  a  neigh* 
bouring  valley,  called  Del  Udfi- 
enza,  it  overran,  in  an  inftant, 
the  fpace  of  half  a  league  in  the 
plain  del  Carpintero  and  delle 
Mandre  del  Favo,  and  then  pre¬ 
cipitated  itfelf  into  the  valley  del 
Neve,  riling  to  the  height  of  a 
hundred  feet. 

At  nine  o’clock  the  mountain 
opened  at  two  places  lower  iliil,  on 
the  land  called  li  Scoperti  di  Pa¬ 
lermo.  Thefe  two  openings,  be¬ 
ing  very  near  each  other,  foon 
formed  but  one,  the  fire  taking  a 
direction  to  the  well,  where  the 
firft  lava  flowed.  They  each  united 
in  the  plain  called  de  Santi,  and 
overran  the  fpace  of  one- third  of  a 
mile.  The  firft  lava  again  fepa- 
rated  itfelf  from  the  others,  con¬ 
tinuing  its  courfe  alone  in  the 
valley  del  Udfienza,  where  it  flow¬ 
ed  again,  although  more  flowly, 
threatening  the  country  of  la 
Malta,  and  the  lands  of  the  Ca¬ 
valier,  which  belong  to  the  Bene¬ 
dictines  of  Catania.  The  two 
other  lavas  took  a  diredlion  to¬ 
wards  Mount  Parmentelli;  the 
bafe  of  which,  to  the  extent  of 
about  two  mile?,  they  quite  fur- 
rounded,  then  flowing  by  the  eall 
of  Mount  del  Mazzo,  they  ex¬ 
tended  along  the  vineyards  of 
R,ugalira,  and,  after  having  fuc- 
celiively  overrun  the  fpace  of  three 
leagues,  they  flopped  on  the  25th. 
of  May,  The  greateft  breadth  of 
this  branch  was  one  mile,  and  its 
elevation  about  five  feet. 

During  the  night  of  the  26th,  a 
new  mouth  opened  at  the  foot  of 
Mount  Parmeiuelii,  in  the  middle 
of  the  lava.  This  volcano,  for 
more  than  an  hour,  threw  out 
ftoncs  of  a  prodigious  fize,  and  to 

a  very 
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very  condderable  height.  The 
re  next  opened  itfelf  a  paffage, 
dividing  into  two  branches,  the 
■fir ft  to  the  weft  of  the  Mount  del 
Mazzo,  which  it  enclofed,  and  the 
other  along  the  wood  and  vine¬ 
yards  of  Rugalira  for  about  a 

<3 

league. 

At  the  end  of  five  days  the  fire 
feemed  to  be  diminifhed,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  but  very  ftowly  ;  but  it  was 
foon  perceived  again  in  a  very 
fenfible  degree  ;  and  on  the  5th 
of  this  month  [July]  threw  out 
fuch  a  prodigious  quantity,  that 
the  arm  of  the  lava,  which  was 
then  only  thirty  feet  broad,  aug¬ 
mented  to  fifty,  in  about  half  an 
Jiour,  and  it  Hill  continues  with 
the  fame  force.  But  as  it  finds 
the  firft  lava  cooled,  it  runs  upon 
it,  raifing  it  to  the  height  of  more 
than  thirty  feet,  in  throwing  it  up 
forward,  and  on  the  fides  ;  fo  that 
if  the  refiftance  this  new  lava  is 
obliged  to  combat  retards  its  pro- 
grefs,  it  neverthelefs  extends  it  in 
breadth,  and  produces  the  fame 
deftrudive  effeds. 

On  the  furface  of  -this  lava,  in 
almoft  its  whole  extent,  we  obferve 
evaporations,  or'  glebes  of  fire  of 
different  colours,  according  'to  the 
greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  bitumen, 
lulphur,  arfenic,  and  vitriol,  of 
which  the  mafs  is  compofed,  and 
which  the  chymifts,  who  have  ana¬ 
lyzed  it,  fay  is  very  plentiful. 

The  damage  already  caufed  by 
this  eruption  is  eftimated  at  40,000 
Sicilian  crowns ;  but  many  perfons 
apprehend  it  to  be  more  confi- 
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The  lava  continues  its 
towards  Palermo,  from 
whence  it  is  now  diftant  no  more 
than  eight  miles;  and  this  is  the 
richeft  and  beft  cultivated  country 
of  Mount  EEtna. 


Of  the  EjjeSls  of  Volcanos ,  and  of 
the  hot  Springs ,  in  Iceland.  From 
Dr .  Von  Troil’s  Letters. 

E  caft  anchor  not  far  from 
Beffeffedr,  the  dwelling- 
place  of  the  celebrated  Sturlefon, 
where  we  found  two  trads  of  lava 
called  Gcrde  and  Hualcy-re-  Hraun 
(for  what  we  and  the  Italians  call 
lava  is  in  Iceland  called  Hraun , 
from  Hrinna ,  to  flow)  of  which 
the  laft  particularly  was  remark¬ 
able,  fince  we  found  there,  beiides 
a  whole  field  covered  with  lava, 
which  muft  have  been  liquid  in  the 
higheft  degree,  whole  mountains 
of  turf.  Chance  had  direded  us 
exadly  to  afpot  on  which  we  could 
better,  than  on  any  other  part  of 
Iceland,  confider  the  operations  of 
a  fire  which  had  laid  vvafte  a  trad 
of  ten  or  twelve  miles  *„  We  fpent 
ieveral  days  here  in  examining 
every  thing  with  fo  much  the  more 
pleaiure  ;  for  we  found  ourfelves, 
as  it  were,  in  a  new  world. 

We  had  now  feen  almoft  all  the 
efteds  of  a  volcano,  except  the 
crater,  from  which  the  fire  had 
proceeded :  in  order  therefore  to 
examine  this  likewife,  we  under¬ 
took  a  journey  of  twelve  days  to 
Mount  Heckla  itfelf ;  we  travelled 
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derable. 
courfe 


*  The  miles  mentioned  by  Dr.  Troil  are  always  Swedilh,  ten  and  a  half  of 
which  are  equal  to  a  degree  on  one  of  the  great  circles  of  the  globe  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  one  Swedifh  mile  is  nearly  equal  to  fix  Englifti  ftatute-miles.  Ten  or 
twelve  miles  are  therefore  fixty  or  feventy-two  Englifti  miles. 

fifty 
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fifty  o^Hixty  miles  *  over  an  -un¬ 
interrupted  track  of  lava,  and 
gained  the  plealure  of  being  the 
fir  ft  who  ever  reached  the  fummit 
of  this  celebrated  volcano.  The 
caufe  that  no  one  had  been  there 
before  is  partly  founded  in  fuper- 
ftition,  and  partly  in  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  the  afeent  before  the 
laft  eruption  of  fire.  There  was 
not  one  of  our  company  who  did 
not  wifh  to  have  his  cloaths  a  little 
fmged,  only  for  the  fake  of  feeing 
Heckla  in  a  blaze;  and  we  almoft 
flattered  ourfelves  with  this  hope, 
for  the  biffiop  of  Skallholt  had 
informed  us  by  letter,  in  the 
night  between  the  5th  and  6th  of 
September,  the  day  before  our 
arrival,  flames  had  proceeded  from 
it  ;  but  now  the  mountain  was 
more  quiet  than  we  wiffied.  We 
however  palled  our  time  very 
agreeably,  from  one  o’clock  in 
the  night  till  two  next  day,  in 
viftting  the  mountain.  We  were 
even  fo  happy,  that  the  clouds 
which  covered  the  greateft  part  of 
it  difperfed  towards  evening,  and 
procured  us  the  moft  extenfive 
profpecl  imaginable.  The  moun¬ 
tain  is  fomething  above  five  thou- 
fand  feet  high,  and  feparates  at 
the  top  into  three  points,  of  which 
that  in  the  middle  is  the  higheft. 
The  moft  inconfiderable  part  of 
the  mountain  confifts  of  lava,  the 
reft  is  afhes,  with  hard,  folid  ftones 
thrown  from  the  craters,  together 
with  fome  pumice-ftones,  of  which 
we  found  only  a  fmall  piece,  with 
a  little  native  fulphur.  A  de- 
feription  of  the  various  kinds  of 
ftones  to  be  found  here  would  be 
too  prolix,  and  partly  unintelli¬ 
gible  ;  and  I  fo  much  the  more 
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willingly  omit  it,  as  I  hope  to 
fatisfy  your  curiofity,  as  foon  as 
the  collection  I  made  of  them 
arrives  in  Sweden. 

Amongft  many  other  craters  or 
openings,  four  were  peculiarly  re¬ 
markable  ;  the  firft,  the  lava  of 
which  had  taken  the  form  of  ftacks 
of  chimneys,  half  broken  down  ; 
another,  from  which  water  had 
ftreamed  ;  a  third,  all  the  ftones 
of  which  were  red  as  brick ;  and 
laftly,  one  from  which  the  lava 
had  burft  forth  in  a  ftream,  and 
was  divided  at  fome  diftance  into 
three  arms.  I  have  faid  before, 
that  we  were  not  fo  happy  to  fee 
Heckla  vomit  fire  ;  but  there  were 
fufficient  traces  of  its  burning  in¬ 
wardly;  for  on  the  upper  half  of 
it,  covered  over  with  four  or  five 
inches  deep  of  fnow,  we  frequently 
oblerved  fpots  without  any  fnow  ; 
and  on  the  higheft  point,  where 
Fahrenheit’s  thermometer  was  at 
24. 0  in  the  air,  it  rofe  to  1 5  3 0 
when  it  was  fet  down  on  the 
ground  ;  and  in  fome  little  holes 
it  was  fo  hot,  that  we  could  no 
longer  obferve  the  heat  with  a 
fmall  pocket  thermometer.  It  is 
not  known  whether,  fince  the  year 
1693,  Heckla  has  been  burning 
till  1766,  when  it  began  to  vomit 
flames  on  the  firft  of  April,  burnt 
for  a  long  while,  and  deftroyed  the 
country  many  miles  around.  Laft; 
December  fome  flames  likewife 
proceeded  from  it ;  and  the  people 
in  the  neighbourhood  believe  it 
will  begin  to  burn  again  very  foon, 
as  they  pretend  to  have  oblerved, 
that  the  rivers  thereabouts  are 
drying  up.  It  is  believed  that  this 
proceeds  from  the  mountain’s  at¬ 
tracting  the  water,  and  is  confi- 

iixty  Englifh  miles. 
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dered  as  a  certain  fiom  of  an  im- 
pending  eruption.  Befides  this, 
the  mountains  of  Myvatn  and 
Kattlegia  are  known  in  this  cen¬ 
tury,  on  account  of  the  violent 
eruptions  of  the  former,  between 
the  years  1730  and  1740,  and  of 
the  latter  in  1756. 

But  permit  me.  Sir,  to  omit  a 
farther  account  of  the  volcano  at 
this  time  *,  in  order  to  fpeak  of 
another  effect  of  the  lire,  which  is 
more  curious  and  as  wonderful  as 
the  firft,  therefore  mu  ft  be  the 
more  remarkable,  as  there  is  not 
in  any  part  of  the  known  world 
any  thing  that  refembles  it;  I 
mean  the  hot  fprings  of  water 
which  abound  in  Iceland  f . 

They  have  different  degrees  of 
warmth,  and  are  on  that  account 
divided  by  the  inhabitants  them- 
felves  into  laugsry  or  warm  baths, 
and  huerer ,  or  forints  that  throw 
up  the  water  to  a  confiderable 
height  ;  the  firft  are  found  in  fe- 
veral  other  parts  of  Europe,  though 
I  do  not  believe  that  they  are  em¬ 
ployed  to  the  fame  purpofes  in  any 
other  place ;  that  is  to  fay,  the 
inhabitants  do  not  bathe  in  them 
here  merely  for  their  health,  but 
they  are  likewife  the  occafion  fora 
fcene  of  gallantry.  Poverty  pre¬ 
vents  here  the  lover  from  making 
prefents  to  his  fair  one,  and  nature 
prefents  no  dowers  of  which  gar¬ 
lands  elfewhere  are  made-  it  is 
therefore  cuftomary,  that  mffead  of 
all  this  the  Twain  perfectly  cleanfes 
one  of  thefe  baths,  which  is  to  be 
afterwards  honoured  with  the  vifits 
of  his  bride.  The  other  kind  of 
fprings  mentioned  above  deferves 


GLSTER,  1780. 

•more  attention.  I  have  feen  % 
great  number  of  them;  but  will 
only  fay  fomething  of  three  of  the 
molt  remarkable.  Near  Lauger- 
vatn,  a  fmall  lake  of  about  a  mile 
in  circumference,  which  is  about 
two  days  journey  diftant  from 
Heckla,  I  faw  the  firft  hot  fpouting 
fprings ;  and  I  mult  confefs  that  it 
was  one  of  the  molt  beautiful  lights 
I  ever  beheld.  The  morning:  was 
uncommonly  clear,  and  the  fun 
had  already  begun  to  gild  the  tops 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  ; 
it  was  fo  perfect  a  calm,  that  the 
lake  on  which  fome  fwans  were 
fwimming  was  as  fmooth  as  a 
looking-glafs,  and  round  about  it 
arofe,  in  eight  different  places,  the 
lleam  of  the  hot  fprings,  which 
loft  itfelf  high  in  the  air. 

Water  was  fpouting  from  all 
thefe  fprings  ;  but  one  in  parti¬ 
cular  continually  threw  up  in  the 
air  a  column  from  18  to  24  feet 
high,  and  from  6  to  8  feet  dia¬ 
meter  ;  the  water  was  extremely 
hot.  A  piece  of  mutton,  and  fome 
falmon  trouts,  as  likewife  a  ptar¬ 
migan,  were  almoft  boiled  to 
pieces  in  fix  minutes,  and  tailed 
excellently.  I  wifh  it  was  in  my 
power.  Sir,  to  give  you  a  de- 
feription  of  this  place  as  it  deferves ; 
but  I  fear  it  would  always  remain 
inferior  in  point  of  expreifion.  So 
much  is  certain  at  leaft,  nature 
never  drew  from  any  one  a  more 
chearful  homage  to  her  great 
Creator  than  1  here  paid  him. 

At  Reikum  was  another  fpout  of 
the  fame  fort ;  the  water  of  which, 
I  was  allured,  rofe  to  60  or  70  feet 
perpendicular  height  fome  years 


*  Dr.  Troil  treats  more  at  large  of  the  Icelandic  volcanoes  in  his  iSth  and 
19th  letters  ;  and  in  the  aoth  he  ipeaks  more  particularly  of  Mount  Heckla, 

4  The  21ft  letter  treats  more  fully  of  the  hot  fprings  in  Iceland. 
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ago;  but  a  fall  of  earth  having, 
alinolt  covered  the  whole  opening, 
it  now  fpouted  only  between  54 
and  60  feet  fideways.  We  found 
here  a  great  many  petrified  leaves 
in  this  place,  as  likewife  fome 
native  fulphur,  of  which  alfo  the 
water  had  a  much  ftronger  tafle 
than  any  where  elfe. 

I  have  referved  themoft  remark¬ 
able  water-fpout  for  the  end  ;  the 
defcription  of  which  will  appear  as 
incredible  to  you  as  it  did  to  me, 
could  I  not  allure  you  that  it  is  all 
perfedtly  true,  for  I  would  not 
aver  any  thing  but  what  I  have 
feen  myfelf.  At  Geyfer,  not  far 
from  Skallholt,  one  of  the  epif- 
copal  fees  in  Iceland,  a  molt  ex¬ 
traordinary  large  fpouting  fountain 
is  to  be  feen,  with  which  the  cele¬ 
brated  water-works  at  Marley  and 
Sc.  Cloud,  and  at  Caffel,  and  Her- 
renhaufen  near  Hanover,  can  hardly 
be  compared.  One  fees  here,  within 
the  circumference  of  half  a  mile  *, 
4°  or  50  boiling  fprings  together, 
which,  I  believe,  all  proceed  from 
one  and  the  fame  refervoir.  In 
fome  the  water  is  perfectly  clear, 
in  others  thick  and  clayey ;  in 
fome,  where  it  paffes  through  a 
fine  ochre,  it  is  tinged  red  as 
fcarlet ;  and  in  others,  where  it 
flows  over  a  paler  day,  it  is  white 
as  milk. 

The  water  fpouts  up  from  all, 
from  fome  continually,  from  others 
only  at  intervals.  The  larged 
fpring,  which  is  in  the  middle, 
particularly  engaged  our  attention 
the  whole  day  that  we  fpent  here, 
from  fix  in  the  morning  till  feven 
at  night.  The  aperture  through 
which  the  water  arofe,  and  the 
depth  of  which  I  cannot  deter- 
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mine,  was  19  feet  in  diameter; 
round  the  top  of  it  is  a  bafon, 
which,  together  with  the  pipe, 
has  the  form  of  a  cauldron  ;  the 
margin  of  the  bafon  is  upwards  of 
nine  feet  one  inch  higher  than  the 
conduit,  and  its  diameter  is  of 
fifty-fix  feet.  Here  the  water  does 
not  fpout  continually,  but  only  by 
intervals  feveral  times  a  day;  and* 
as  I  was  informed  by  the  people  in 
the  neighbourhood,  in  bad  rainy 
weather,  higher  than  at  other 
times. 

On  the  day  that  we  were  there, 
the  water  fpouted  at  ten  different 
times,  from  fix  in  the  morning  till 
eleven  A.  M.  each  time,  to  the 
height  of  between  five  and  ten 
fathoms ;  till  then  the  water  had 
not  rifen  above  the  margin  of  the 
pipe,  but  now  ft  began  by  degrees 
to  fill  the  upper  bafon,  and  at  lad 
ran  over.  The  people  who  were 
with  us  told  us,  that  the  water 
would  foon  fpout  up  much  higher 
than  it  had  done  till  then,  and  this 
appeared  very  credible  to  us.  To 
determine  its  height  therefore, 
with  the  utmod  accuracy,  Dr. 
Lind,  who  had  accompanied  us 
on  this  voyage  in  the  capacity 
of  an  ailronomer,  fet  up  his  qua¬ 
drant. 

Soon  after  four  o’clock  we  ob- 
ferved  that  the  earth  began  to 
tremble  in  three  different  places, 
as  likewife  the  top  of  a  mountain, 
which  was  about  three  hundred 
fathoms  diftant  from  the  mouth  of 
the  fpring.  We  alfo  frequently 
heard  a  iubterraneous  noile  like 
the  difcharge  of  a  cannon  ;  and 
immediately  after  a  column  of 
water  fpouted  from  the  opening, 
which  at  a  great  height  divided 


*  About  three  English  miles. 
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itfelf  into  feveral  rays,  and,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  obfervations  made 
with  the  quadrant,  was  ninety-two 
feet  high.  Our  great  furprize  at 
this  uncommon  force  of  the  air 
and  fire  was  yet  increafed,  when 
many  ftones.  which  we  had  flung 
into  the  aperture,  were  thrown  up 
again  with  the  {pouting  water. 
You  can  eafiiy  conceive.  Sir,  with 
how  much  pleafure  we  fpent  the 
day  here;  and  indeed,  I  am  not 
much  furprized,  that  a  people  fo 
much  inclined  to  fuperftition  as  the 
Icelanders  are,  imagine  this  to  be 
the  entrance  of  hell  ;  for  this  rea- 
ion  they  feld'om  pafs  one  of  thefe 
openings  without  {pitting  into  it ; 
or,  as  they  fay,  uti  fandens  mun , 
into  the  devil’s  mouth. 


Of  the  Bafaltic  Pillars.  From  Pro - 
fejjbr  Bergmen’*  Letter  to  Dr. 

Troil. 

<  / 

F  all  the  mountains  hitherto 
known,  there  are  without 
doubt  not  any  more  remarkable 
than  thofe  that  are  compofed  of 
angular  pillars.  A  few  years  ago 
only  one  or  two  of  this  kind  were 
known  ;  but  new  ones  are  daily 
difcovered,  which  is  a  plain  proof 
how  much  our  attention  requires 
being  rouzed  to  prevent  it  from 
{lumbering,  on  the  moil  important 
occafions. 

It  cannot  be  much  doubted  that 
there  has  been  fome  connections 
between  thefe  pillars,  and  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  a  fubterraneous  fire,  as  they 
are  found  in  places  where  the  flg ns 
of  fire  are  yet  vifible  ;  and  as  they 
are  even  found  mixed  with  lava, 
tuff,  and  other  fubftances  pro¬ 
duced  by  fire. 

The  caufe  of  the  regular  form  of 
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thefe  pillars  is  a  problem  which  vve 
have  hitherto  been  unable  to  lolCe 
fatisfaCtorily.  This  difficulty  has 
appeared  fo  infurmoun table  to 
fome,  that  they  have  thought  it 
impoifible  to  be, the  efteCls  of  na¬ 
ture,  and  have  confidered  them  as 
works  made  by  human  hands :  this 
idea  betrays  the  utmoft  ignorance 
in  regard  to  the  true  nature  of 
thefe  mountains  of  pillars,  and 
does  not  even  defe'rve  a  refutation. 

As  far  2s  vve  know,  nature  makes 
ufe  of  three  methods  to  produce 
regular  forms  in  the  mineral  king¬ 
dom,  namely,  that  of  cryflailizatlon 
or  precipitation:  zdly,  the  cruiting 
or  fettling  of  the  external  furface 
of  a  liquid  mafs  whilfl  it  is  cooling  : 
and,  3 dly,  the  burfting  of  a  moiff 
fubftance  whilfl  it  is  drying. 

The  fir  ft  method  is  the  moft 
common,  but  to  all  appearance 
nature  has  not  made  ufe  of  this  in 
the  prefent  cafe.  Cryftals  are  fel- 
dom  or  never  found  in  any  con- 
fiderable  quantity  running  in  the 
fame  direction,  but  either  inclining 
from  one  another,  or,  what  is  flill 
more  common,  placed  towards  one 
another  in  feveral  Hoping  directions. 
They  are  alfo  generally  feparated  a 
little  from  one  another,  when  they 
are  regular ;  the  nature  of  the 
thing  likevvife  requires  this  ;  be- 
caufe  the  feveral  particles,  of 
which  the  cryftals  are  compofed,- 
mud  have  the  liberty  of  following 
that  power  which  affedls  their  re¬ 
gular  difpofition. 

The  bafalt  columns,  on  the 
contrary,  whofe  height  are  fre¬ 
quently  from  thirty  to  forty  feet,1 
are  placed  parallel  to  one  another 
in  con-fiderable  numbers,  and  fo 
clofe  together  that  the  point  of  a 
knife’  can  hardly  be  introduced 
between  them.  Befides,  in  m  oft 

places. 
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places,  each  pillar  is  divided  into 
ieveral  parts  or  joints,  that  feem 
to  be  placed  upon  one  another; 
and  indeed  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  cry  Hals  to  be  formed  above 
one  another  in  different  layers, 
when  the  folvent  has  been  vifibly 
diminilhed  at  different  times ;  but 
then  the  upper  cryftals  never  fit  fo 
exaCtly  upon  the  lower  ones  as  to 
produce  conne&ed  prifms  of  the 
lame  length  and  depth  as  all  the 
ftrata  taken  together,  but  each 
ffratum  feparateiy  forms  its  own 
cryftals. 

How  then  can  the  Giant’s  Caufe- 
way,  in  the  county  of  Antrim, 
.Fingal’s  Cave  at  Staffa,  and  all 
other  affemblages  of  pillars  of  the 
fame  kind,  be  confidered  as  cry- 
ftallizations  ?  Precipitation,  both 
in  the  wet  and  dry  manner,  re¬ 
quires  that  the  particles  fhould  be 
free  enough  to  fix  themfelves  in  a 
certain  order;  and  as  this  is  not 
practicable  in  a  large  melted  mafs, 
no  cryftallizations  appear  in  it, 
except  on  its  furface,  or  in  its 
cavities. 

Add  to  this,  that  the  bafalts  in 
a  frefh  fraCture  do  not  fhew  a  plain 
fmooth  furface  under  the  microf- 
cope,  but  appear  fometimes  like 
grains  of  different  magnitude,  and 
at  other  times  refemble  fine  rays 
running  in  different  directions, 
that  do  not  correfpond  with  the 
internal  ftruCture  of  the  cryftals, 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  exa¬ 
mine  in  another  place. 

From  what  I  have  hitherto  men¬ 
tioned,  the  opinion  that  the  bafalts 
have  been  produced  by  cryftal- 
lization,  becomes  at  leaft  lefs  pro¬ 
bable,  whether  we  admit  the  wet 
or  dry  method.  But  I  muft  not 
omit  that  the  fpars  exhibit  a  kind 
of  cryftallization,  which  at  ftrft 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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light  refembles  a,  heap  of  bafalts  ; 
but,  upon  a  clofer  examination, 
a  very  great  difference  is  obferved. 
The  form  of  the  fpar  is  every  where 
alike,  but  the  bafalts  differ  from 
one  another  in  point  of  fize  and 
number  of  lides  ;  the  former,  when 
broken,  confifts  of  many  fhiali 
unequal  cubes,  but  the  bafalt  does 
not  Separate  in  regular  parts,  &c. 

Nature’s  fecond  method  to  pro¬ 
duce  regular  forms  is  that  of  cruft- 
ing  the  outer  furface  of  a  melted 
mafs,  by  a  fudden  refrigeration. 
Nature,  to  effeCt  this  purpofe, 
makes  ufe  of  polyearous  and  irre¬ 
gular  forms.  If  we  fuppofe  a 
conftderable  bed,  which  is  become 
fluid  by  fire,  and  fpread  over  a 
plain,  it  evidently  appears  that 
the  furface  muft  firft  of  all  lofe  the 
degree  of  heat  requifite  for  melt¬ 
ing,  and  begin  to  congeal  ;  but 
the  cold  requifite  for  this  purpofe 
likewife  contracts  the  uppermoft 
congealed  ftratum  into  a  narrower 
fpace,  and  confequently  caufes  it 
to  feparate  from  the  remaining 
liquid  mafs,  as  the  fide  expofed  to 
the  air  is  already  too  ftiff  to  give 
way.  In  this  manner  a  ftratum  is 
produced  running  in  a  parallel 
direction  with  the  whole  mafs, 
others  ftill  are  produced  by  the 
fame  caufe,  in  proportion  as  the 
refrigeration  penetrates  deeper. 

Hence  we  may,  in  my  opinion, 
very  plainly  fee  how  a  bed  may  be 
divided  into  ftrata.  In  the  fame: 
manner  the  refrigeration  advances 
on  the  fiaes,  and  confequently  di¬ 
vides  the  ftrata  into  polyedrous 
pieces  of  pillars,  that  can  hardly 
ever  be  e*aCtly  fquare,  as  the 
ftrongeft  refrigeration  into  the 
inner  parts  of  the  mafs  advances 
almoft  in  a  diagonal  line  from  the 
corners.  If  we  add  to  this,  that 
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a  large  mafs  cannot  be  equal 
throughout  its  compofition,  nor 
every  where  liquid  in  the  fame 
degree,  it  will  be  eafy  to  difeover 
the  caufe  of  feveral  irregularities. 
If  the  depth  of  the  bed  is  very 
confiderable,  in  proportion  to  its 
breadth,  prifmatic  pillars,  without 
crofs-divihons,  are  produced,  at 
lead  lengthways  from  the  upper- 
mod  furface  downwards. 

The  third  way  is  perfectly  iimilar 
to  the  preceding  in  refpedt  to  the 
efFedt,  but  is  different  from  it  by 
the  mafs  being  foaked  with  water, 
and  by  the  burding  of  it  afunder, 
which  is  the  effedl  of  the  con- 
tradlion  whild  it  is  drying.  If  we 
fuppofe  fuch  a  bed  to  be  fpread 
over  a  level  fpace,  the  drying  ad¬ 
vances  in  the  lame  manner  as  the 
refrigeration  in  the  former  cafe. 

This  feparation  into  drata  pro¬ 
perly  happens  when  a  confiderable 
quantity  of  clay  enters  into  the 
whole  compofition,  becaufe  the 
clay  decreafes  move  than  any  other 
kind  of  earth  in  drying. 

We  mod  now  examine  which 
of  thefe  two  ways  may  bed  ferve  to 
explain  the  manner  in  which  the 
bafalts  are  produced,  for  it  is 
hardly  poffible  that  they  fhould 
have  been  formed  by  crydal- 
Jization. 

However  well  founded  the  opi¬ 
nion  may  appea  r  of  ded  ucing  them 
from  a  melted  fublfance,  feveral 
very  confiderable  objedions  may 
nevertheiefs  be  raifed  againd  it, 
that  1  lhall  not  forget  to  mention. 
It  feems  therefore  more  credible  to 
.me,  that  they  have  been  produced 
out  of  their  fubdance  whild  it  was 
yet  foft,  or  at  le-all  not  too  hard  to 
be  foftened  by  exhalations.  If  we 
therefore  fuppofe  that  a  bed  is 
fpread  over  a  place  where  a  volcano 
t 


begins  to  work,  it  is  evident  that 
a  great  quantity  of  the  water,  al¬ 
ways  prefen t  on  thefe  occafions,  is 
driven  upwards  in  exhalations  or 
vapours ;  thefe  it  is  well  known 
poffefs  a  penetrating  foftening 
power,  by  means  of  which  they 
alfo  produce  their  fird  effect ;  but 
when  they  are  increafed  to  a  fuffi- 
dent  quantity,  they  force  this 
tough  moid  fubdance  upwards, 
which  then  gradually  falls,  and 
during  this  time  burds  in  the 
manner  deferibed  above. 

My  reafons  for  this  opinion  are 
thefe  ;  fird,  we  do  not  find  the 
internal  grain  of  the  bafalts  melted 
or  vitrified,  which  however  foon 
happens  by  fufion,  and  for  that 
purpofe  a  very  fmall  degree  of  fire 
only  is  requifite.  It  confequently 
is  very  hard  to  explain  how  this 
fubdance  could  have  been  fo  fluid, 
that  no  traces  of  bubbles  appear  in 
it  (at  lead  I  have  not  been  able  to 
difeover  any  on  the  niced  exa¬ 
mination  into  the  Scotch  and 
Icelandic  bafalts)  and  yet  when 
broken  appear  dull  and  uneven. 
I  know  very  well  that  lava  is  fel- 
dom  vitrified  within  ;  but  the  great 
number  of  bubbles  and  pores  which 
are  found  in  the  whole  mafs,  are 
more  than  fufficient  proofs  that  it 
has  not  been  perfeftly  melted  to 
its  fmalled  parts,  but  has  only 
been  brought  to  be  near  fluid. 

Secondly,  the  bafalts  fo  much 
refemble  the  more  fine  trapp,  both 
in  refpedl  to  their  grain  and  ori¬ 
ginal  compofition,  that  they  can 
hardly  be  didinguifhed  in  fmali 
fragments,  as  will  be  more  plainly 
proved  in  the  comparifon  I  here¬ 
after  make.  See  No.  24. 

But  the  trapp  in  all  probability 
has  never  been  melted,  at  lead 
not  in  tbofe  parts  where  I  have 
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had  opportunities  of  examining 
it. 

Almoft  in  all  the  Weft  Gothia 
ftratified  mountains,  theuppermoft 
ftratum  is  ti^app;  and  it  muft  be 
properly  cbferved  that  it  always 
lies  upon  black  allum  date.  Is  it 
therefore  credible  that  this  fub¬ 
ftance,  which  in  many  places  ex¬ 
ceeds  a  hundred  yards  in  depth, 
can  have  been  perfectly  melted 
without  caufing  the  ftate  lying 
beneath  it  to  lofe  fome  part  of  its 
blacknefs,  even  in  thofe  places 
where  they  touch  one  another,  as 
this  efFedt  may  be  produced  in  a 
fmall  culinary  lire? 

There  is  befides  a  more  line  kind 
of  trapp,  which  is  generally  found 
in  veins  or  loads,  and  frequently 
in  very  antient  mountains,  where 
not  the  leaft  traces  of  fubterranean 
fire  are  to  be  feen. 

The  bafalt  mountains  feem  to  be 
very  antient,  at  leaft  I  do  not  know 
that  the  age  of  any  one  is  afcer- 
tained.  Should  they  then  be  fo 
old,  that  the  fubftance  of  the  trapp 
was  not  yet  perfectly  hardened, 
when  were  they  produced  ?  Be- 
ftdes,  we  frequently  find  to  this 
day  clayey  fubftances  at  a  great 
depth,  which  are  fo  foft  that  they 
may  be  fcrape'd  by  the  nail,  but 
afterwards  become  very  hard  when 
expofed  to  the  air. 

There  have  without  doubt  been 
many  eruptions  of  fire  on  the  ille 
of  Staffs,  as  the  fituation  of  the 
pillars,  and  their  being  removed 
Out  of  their  places,  evidently  prove. 

You,  Sir*  have  likewife  brought 
a  very  clear  proof  of  this  from 
thence,  which  is  a  piece  of  bafalt, 
that  exteriorly  is  full  of  hollows, 
and  in  a  manner  burnt. 

A  hard  fubftance,  when  expofed 
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to  a  degree  of  heat  inefficient  to 
melt  the  whole  piece,  may  however 
be  attacked  by  it  in  fome  parts  of 
the  furface  molt  liable  t^o  become 
fluid.  The  mixture  of  a  large 
mafs  is  feldom  every  where  fo  uni¬ 
form,  that  fome  parts  fhould  not  be 
more  liable  to  melt  than  others. 

Crooked  pillars  may  be  produced 
as  well  by  the  drying  as  the  refri¬ 
geration  of  a  liquid  mafs;  for  this 
purpofeit  is  only  neceflary  that  the 
furface  fhould  be  bent,  as  the  ffra- 
tum  always  runs  in  a  parallel  di- 
redlion  with  it. 

From  what  I  have  hitherto  faid* 
you  will  perceive  it  is  my  opinion, 
that  the  bafalts  have  been  produced 
by  the  afiiftance  of  a  fubterranean 
fire,  but  that  it  is  not  yet  deter¬ 
mined  whether  they  have  been  fe- 
parated  by  the  fufion,  or  by  dry¬ 
ing  :  this  laft  however  appears 
more  credible  to  me  on  account  of 
the  reafons  I  have  mentioned.  For 
to  fpeak  ftri&ly,  the  fubftances 
inclofed  in  the  bafalts,  though  they 
fhould  even  be  volcanic,  do  not 
yet  with  certainty  prove  a  preceding 
fufion,  as  a  fubftance  foftened  by 
water  may  be  as  proper  for  it  as 
one  fufed  by  fire.  I  am,  however^ 
very  far  from  being  inclined  to 
maintain  my  opinion  any  farther 
than  it  agrees  with  certain  experi¬ 
ments  and  obfervations. 

Truth  will  fooner  or  later  be 
difeovered  ;  and  I  know  nothing 
more  derogatory  to  the  honour  of 
a  natural  hiftorian,  than  having 
wilfully  obffrufted  its  knowledge. 

Homo  naturae  miniffer  &  inter- 
pres,  taiitum  facit  &  intelligit, 
quantum  de  naturae  ordine,  re  vei 
mente  obfervaverit,  nec  amplius 
feit  aut  poteft,  Baco » 
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hat ural  Hijiory  of  the  Grana 
Kermes ,  or.  Scarlet  prain.  From 
Diilpir  's  Y  ra-vcls  through  Spain. 

AM  O  N  G  S  T  the  various  and 
valuable  productions  with 
which  the  beneficent  hand  of  na¬ 
ture  has  enriched  the  dominions 
of  Spain,  the  Grana  Kermes  is 
chiefly  deferving  of  attention. 
This  valuable  production  had  been 
confiderably  neglected  in  that  king¬ 
dom  fince  the  importation  of  co¬ 
chineal  from  America;  however, 
the  royal  Junta  de  Comercio,  or 
board  of  trade  at  Madrid,  having 
an  eye  to  the  further  advantages 
to  be  drawn  from  this  precious  ar- 
ticle,  gave  orders  a  few  years  ago 
to  Don  Juan  Pablo  Canals,  direc¬ 
tor  general  of  the  madder  and 
dyes  of  Spain,  to  report  the  date 
of  this  prod  11  til ;  and  to  him  I  am 
indebted  for  the  prefent  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  fubjecl. 

The  grana  kermes  is  the  coccos 
haphica  of  the  Greeks;  the  ver- 
miculus,  or  coccum  infetdorium  of 
the  Romans;  and  the  kermes,  al- 
kermes,  of  the  Arabs  ;  being  the 
ingredient  with  which  the  antients 
tiRd  to  dye  their  garments  of  that 
beautiful  grain  colour,  called  coc- 
cinus,  coccineus,  or  cocceus,  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  purpura  of  the 
Phoenicians,  which  at  firit  had 
been  obtained  from  that  tedaceous 


dlh ,  called  the  nmrex  *.  But  in 
courfe  of  time  the  purple  colour 
and  other  tints  having  been  more 
eadly  effected  by  means  of  the 
kermes,  the  murex  was  neglected 
on  account  of  the  expence,  and 
the  kermes  we  are  now  fpeakinp* 
of,  was  introduced  ;  which  giving 
a  ftronger  and  brighter  colour, 
was  univerfally  adopted,  and  fup- 
ported  its  reputation  for  ages,  till 
the  difcovery  of  America;  as  is 
evident  from  the  many  old  ta- 
pedries,  damafks,  and  velvet  hang  - 
ings,  dill  preferved  in  cathedrals, 
which  feem  yet  to  retain  their  pri¬ 
mitive  ludre  and  brightnefs  f . 

I11  the  reign  of  Lewis  the  four¬ 
teenth,  Giles  and  John  Gobelin, 
in  the  year  1667,  under  the  pa¬ 
tronage  of  Colbert,  introduced  the 
fecret  into  France  of  dying  wool¬ 
len  of  that  beautiful  fcarlet  called 
after  their  name,  which  was  done 
with  the  kermes  that  had  been 
long  in  ufe  in  Flanders,  where 
many  old  pieces  of  tapedry,  though 
above  two  hundred  years  old,  had 
fcarceiy  lod  any  thing  of  their 
bloom.  But  cochineal,  being  now 
introduced  into  the  dyehoufe,  fo 
called  from  the  Latin  word  cocci- 
nella,  as  a  diminutive  of  coccum, 
and  giving  that  brightnefs  to  fcar¬ 
let,  at  fird  called  Dutch,  and  af¬ 
terwards  Paris  fcarlet,  the  inven¬ 
tion  of  which,  according  10  Kun- 


*  Though  the  dye  obtained  from  the  murex  was  thought  to  have  been  lod,  it 
feems  to  be  known  on  the  coads  of  England,  France,  Spam,  and  the  Welt  In- 
cbes,  though  neglected  on  account  of  the  great  trouble  and  expence.-  See  Padre 
leijoo  Fheat.  critico,  tom  6.  dife,  4.  According  to  Gage,  they  find  a  dell 
fi(h  in  the  leas  of  the  Spamfli  Wed  Indies,  which  perfeffly  refembles  the  antient 
purpura,  aud  io  all  probability  is  the  fame.  Cloth  of  Segovia  dyed  with  if, 
pled  to  dll  for  ao  crowns  the  ell,  and  none  but  the  greated  Spanifh  lords  wore 
it.  Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa  alfo  gives  a  particular  account  of  this-  fid,  and  the 
ufe  made  of  it  in  America. 

f  This  was  the  colour  called  carmefi ,  by  the  Spaniards  ;  cramoif,  by  the 
French  3  and  crimfon,  by  the  Engii/h, 

6  <  keL 


NATURAL  HISTORY 


kel,  is  owing  to  Kuiler,  a  Ger¬ 
man,  by  means  of  a  folution  of 
tin  in  aqua  regia  ;  the  kermes 
then  began  to  decline,  and  yield 
in  its  turn  as  the  murex  had  done 
before,  of  which  Colbert  makes  a 
particular  complaint,  in  his  ge¬ 
neral  inltruClions  to  the  dyers  of 
France,  in  the  year  1671  *.  I  n- 
fenlibly,  the  kermes  was  totally 
laid  alide,  and  cochineal  made  ufe 
of,  not  only  in  yarns,  but  alfo  in 
filk  ;  this  new  method  being  every 
where  in  falhion,  except  at  Ve¬ 
nice,  and  in  Perfia,  for  lcarlet,  and 
in  other  parts  of  the  call  for  crim- 
fon. 

'I  he  ancients  thought  the  kermes 
was  a  gall-nut  on  account  of  its 
hgare  and  fize,  not  being  larger 
than  a  juniper  berry,  round, 
fmooth,  gloffy,  and  rather  black, 
with  a  cinereous  down.  It  is 
found  flicking  to  the  branches, 
or  tender  leaves  of  the  oak  called 
in  Spain  crjccxa ,  a  derivative  of 
the  Latin  word  cufculium,  the 
coccus  iliicis  of  Linneus,  likewife 
called  carrafca  in  Spanifh,  from 
the  Arabic  word  yxquerlat,  foften- 
ed  afterwards  to  ej  car  l at  a  ;  being 
the  final  left  fpecies  of  oak,  the 
fame  which  Cafpar  Bauhine  and 
other  botanifts  call  ilex  aculeata 
cocci-glandifera. 

This  tree,  whole  height  is  about 
two  or  three  feet,  grows  in  Spain, 
Provence,  Languedoc,  and  along 
the  Mediterranean  coaft ;  alfo  in 
Galatia,  Armenia,  Syria,  and 
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Perfia,  where  it  was  fir  ft  made 
ufc  of. 

Jofeph  Moya,  a  Catalan  writer 
of  the  laft  century,  publifhed  a 
treatife  entitled  Ramillet  de  Tint  li¬ 
ras  y  dedicated  to  the  city  of  Bar¬ 
celona,  under  the  feigned  name 
of  Phefio  Mayo.  Lie  fays,  the 
kermes  is  common  all  over  Spain, 
principally  in  that  part  of  Aragon 
bordering  on  Catalonia,  in  Va- 
lencia,  and  in  the  bifhoprick  of 
Badajoz  in  Eiiremadura,  as  like¬ 
wife  in  Setimbre  of  Portugal, 
where  it  is  the  belt,  and  equal  to 
the  kermes  of  Galatia  and  Arme¬ 
nia.  Mr.  Hellot  of  the  French 
academy  of  fciences,  in  his  Art  of 
Dying,  chap.  iz.  fays  it  is  found 
in  the  woods  of  Vauvert,  Vende- 
man,  and  Narbonne;  but  more 
abundantly  in  Spain,  towards  A 11- 
cant,  and  Valencia.  -It  not  only 
abounds  in  Valencia,  but  alfo  in 
Murcia,  jaen,  Cordova,  Seville, 
Eiiremadura,  la  Mancha,  Serra- 
nias  de  Cuenca,  and  other  places. 

In  Xixona  and  Tierra  de  ReL 
leu,  there  is  a  diftridt,  called  De 
la  Gran  a,  where  the  people  of 
Valencia  hrff  began  to  gather  it, 
whofe  example  was  followed  all 
over  Spain.  It  has,  forne  years, 
produced  thirty  thoufand  dollars 
(5000I.)  to  the  inhabitants  of 
Xixona.  In  the  year  1758,  there 
went  out  of  that  town,  Rclleu, 
Buffot,  Caftilla,  I  hi,  Tibi,  Ur.il, 
Santa  faz,  Muchiarnel,  and  San 
j  uan  de  la  Huerta  de  Alicante* 


*  “  As  the  Phoenicians  negledled  the  nntient  purple,  and  gave  a  preference  to 
{lie  fcariet,  whofe  colour  is  lefs  cofily  and  more  beautiful  ;  juft  fo,  the  French 
have  forfaken  our  fcariet  for  that  of  the  Dutch.  This  new-invented  colour  was 
at  firlt  in  eiteem  on  account  of  its  brightnefs;  but  being  lefs  durable  than  that 
at  France,  and  under  a  notion  that  they  were  both  equally  liable  to  fpots,  they 
were  loon  laid  alide,  which  occufioned  the  downfal  of  our  molt  valuable  cloth 
manufactures,” 
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above  a  thoufand  perfons  to  ga¬ 
ther  the  kermes,  which  was  after¬ 
wards  fent  to  Alicant,  where  it 
was  put  into  cafes  for  exportation* 
being  chiefly  flipped  for  Genoa 
and  Leghorn,  palling  from  thence 
to  T unis.  In  the  fame  year,.  1758, 
they  gathered  about  300  arrobes  of 
kermes  at  Xixona,  which  fold  for 
about  twenty-four  dollars  (4I.)  the 
arrobe*,  with  about  fix  per  cent. 
4uty  and  flipping  charges,  till  on 
board.  In  the  kingdom  of  Seville 
it  is  put  up  to  public  fale,  and  is 
generally  bought  by  the  people 
of  the  neighbourhood,  who  fell  it 
again  for  exportation  to  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Cadiz, 

Both  antients  and  rpoderns  feem 
to  have  had  very  con fu fed  notions 
concerning  the  origin  and  nature 
of  the  kermes ;  fome  conf  dering  it 
-as  a  fruit,  without  a  juft  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  tree  which  produced 
It ;  others,  taking  it  for  an  ex- 
crefcence  formed  by  the  punfture 
of  a  particular  fly,  the  fame  as 
the  common  gall  obferved  upon 
paks,  Tournefort  was  of  this 
number.  Count  Marfigli,  and 
pr.  Nifole,  a  phyfician  of  Mont¬ 
pelier,  made  experiments  and  ob~ 
fervations,  with  a  view  of  fur¬ 
ther  difcoveries,  but  did  not  per¬ 
fectly  fucceed.  Two  other  phy- 
ficians  at  Aix,  in  Provence,  Dr. 
Emeric,  and  Dr.  Garidel,  applied 
fhemfelves  about  the  fame  time, 
and  with  greater  fuccefs ;  having 
finally  difcovered  that  the  kermes 
as  in  reality  nothing  elfe  but  the 
body  of  an  infeCt  transformed  into 
a  grain,  berry  or  hulk,  according 
to  the  courfe  of  nature ;  whofe 
jiidory  I  fhall  now  briefly  relate : 

*  An  arrobe  is  25 lb.  Spanifh  weight} 
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The  progrefs  of  this  transforma¬ 
tion  muft  be  confidered  at  three 
different  feafons.  In  the  firfl 
ftage,  at  the  beginning  of  March, 
an  animalcule,  no  larger  than  a 
grain  of  millet,  fcarce  able  to 
crawl,  is  perceived  flicking  to  the 
branches  of  the  tree,  where  it  fixes 
itfe'f,  and  foon  becomes  immove¬ 
able  ;  at  this  period  it  grows  the 
mod,  appears  to  fvvell  and  thrive 
with  the  fuflenance  it  draws  in  by 
degrees :  this  date  of  red  feems  to 
have  deceived  the  curious  obferver, 
it  then  refembling  an  excrefcence 
of  the  bark:  during  this  period  of 
its  growth,  it  appears  to  be  cover¬ 
ed  with  a  down,  extending  over 
its  whole  frame,  like  a  net,  and 
adhering  to  the  bark:  its  figure  is 
convex,  not  unlike  a  fmall  floe  ; 
in  fuch  parts  as  are  not  quite  hid¬ 
den  by  this  foft  garment,  many 
bright  fpecks  are  perceived  of  4 
gold  colour,  as  well  as  dripes  run¬ 
ning  acrofs  the  body  from  one 
fpace  to  another. 

At  the  fecond  dage  in  April,  its 
growth  is  compleated,  its  lhape  is 
then  round,  and  about  the  fize  of 
a  pea:  it  has  then  acquired  more 
llrength,  and  its  down  is  changed 
into  dud,  and  feems  to  be  nothing 
but  a  hulk,  or  a  capfule,  full  of  a 
reddifh  juice  not  unlike  difcolour- 
ed  blood. 

Its  third  date  is  towards  the  end 
of  May,  a  little  fooner  or  later, 
according  to  the  warmth  of  the 
climate.  The  hufe  appears  replete 
with  fmall  eggs,  lels  than  the  feed 
of  a  poppy.  Thefe  are  properly 
ranged  under  the  belly  of  the  in- 
fed!,  progrefiively  placed  in  the 
ned  of  down,  that  covers  its  body, 
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which  it  withdraws  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  eggs:  after  this 
work  is  performed,  it  foon  dies, 
though  it  ftill  adheres  to  its  por¬ 
tion,  rendering  a  further  fervice  to 
its  progeny,  and  fhielding  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  or  the  hofiile  attacks  of  an 
enemy.  In  a  good  feafon  they 
multiply  exceedingly,  having  from 
1800  to  2000  eggs,  which  pro¬ 
duce  the  fame  number  of  animal¬ 
cules.  The  ancients  knew  them 
to  be  infedts,  for  Pliny  fays, 
“  Coccum  ilicis  celerrime  in  ver- 
miculum  fe  mutans.”  Lib.  24. 
iedl.  4.  When  obferved  with  the 
microlcope  in  July  or  Augufi,  we 
find  that  what  appeared  as  dull, 
are  fo  many  eggs,  or  open  cap- 
fules,  as  white  as  fnow,  out  of 
each  of  which,  iiTues  a  gold  co¬ 
loured  animalcule,  of  the  lhape  of 
a  cockroche,  with  two  horns,  fix 
fee t,  and  a  forked  tail. 

Mr.  De  Reaumur  has  placed  the 
kermes  in  the  clafs  of  gall  infedts, 
on  account  of  the  analogy  in  their 
mode  of  propagation,  and  im¬ 
moveable  form,  continuing  even 
after  death,  like  the  other  lpecies 
©f  this  clafs,  found  upon  different 
trees,  appearing  only  like  galls, 
or  excrefcences,  to  the  molt  ac¬ 
curate  naturalifts  :  therefore  they 
could  not  be  more  properly  named, 
than  gall  infedts.  There  are  of 
them  of  different  fhapes  and  fizes, 
but  that  of  the  cofcoxa  or  carrafca 
(the  kermes)  is  of  a  fpherical  figure, 
about  the  fize  of  a  juniper  berry. 
It  is  found  molt  plentifully  on  the 
oldelt  and  lowed:  trees,  and  when 
the  kermes  are  gathered  near  the 
fea,  they  are  larger  and  give  a 
brighter  colour  than  thofe  in  any 
other  places. 

There  are  feveral  fpecies  of  galls 


difcovered  on  different  trees  and 
plants  of  Spain,  though  they  only 
make  ufe  of  thofe  gathered  011 
oaks,  either  for  dying,  or  any 
other  purpofes  ;  fuch  arc  thofe, 
from  the  Levant,  called  Aleppo 
galls,  which  were  generally  made 
ufe  of,  till  it  was  difcovered  by 
frequent  experiments,  that  the  new 
ingredient  called  dividivi  was  pre¬ 
ferable,  being  a  fruit  from  the 
province  of  Carracas,  and  Mara- 
caybo,  in  South  America. 

The  great  my  fiery  which  hitherto 
had  not  been  difcovered,  by  thofe 
naturalfis  who  knew  how  todifiin- 
guifii  the  gall  infedl,  from  ‘  the 
galls,  was  to  inveftigate  their  mode 
of  propagation  :  Mr.  de  Reaumur 
allures  us,  that  from  frequent  ob- 
fervations  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
there  are  both  male  and  female, 
but  that  fome  which  are  extremely 
fmall,  transform  themfelves  into 
gnats,  while  others,  growinmlarg- 

o  y  ^  7  o  #  o  o 

er,  depofit  their  eggs,  without  any 
transformation  ;  from  which,  and 
their  analogy  with  the  others,  he 
concluded,  that  the  fmall  gnats 
with  wings,  though  large  in  com- 

.  o  o 

parifon  with  their  body,  and  ftrip- 
ed  with  a  beautiful  crimfon,  were 
the  males  of  the  gall  infedl,  which 
he  obferved  with  the  help  of  a 
microfcope,  feeing  how  they  fe¬ 
cundate  the  females,  before  they 
afiume  a  globular  form  towards 
March  ;  but  this  happens  when  it 
is  fcarcely  ever  noticed,  and  in  fo 
fmgular  a  manner,  that  a  common 
obferveT  would  never  imagine  fuch 
an  event  to  have  happened,  or 
even  fuppofe,  that  the  males  which 
he  faw  frilking  about,  had  the 
lead  conne&ion  with  the  females  ; 
but  on  the  contrary,  were  fmall 
gnats  which  accidentally  light  upon 
the  fame  boughs  \  if  to  this  ob- 
H  4  fervation 
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fervation  we  add,  tlrat  as  the  new 
kermes  which  come  forth  in  June, 
remain  final!  without  engaging  our 
attention  till  March  enfuing,  when 
they  begin  to  fwell  without  any 
appearance  of  animal  life,  it  will 
not  be  thought  fo  extrao  dinary,  that 
they  have  been  generally  held  as 
a  vegetable  production.  In  Lan¬ 
guedoc,  and  Provence,  the  poor 
are  employed  to  gather  the  kermes, 
the  women  letting  their  nails  grow 
for  that  purpofe,  in  order  to  pick 
then?  off  with  greater  facility. 

The  cuftom  of  lopping  off  the 
boughs  is  very  injudicious,  as  by 
this  means  they  deiiroy  the  next 
year’s  harved.  Some  women  will 
gather  two  or  three  pound?  a  day, 
the  great  point  being  to  know  the 
places  where  they  are  mod  likely 
to  be  found  in  any  quantity,  and 
to  gather  them  early  with  the 
morning  dew,  as  the  leaves  are 
more  pliable  and  tender  at  that 
time,  than  after  they  have  been 
dried  and  parched  by  the  rays  of 
the  fun  ;  drong  devys  will  occa¬ 
sionally  make  them  fall  from  the 
trees  fooner  than  ufual:  when  the 
proper  feafon  paffes,  they  fall  off 
of  themfelves,  and  become  food 
for  birds,  particularly  dovee.  Some¬ 
times  there  will  be  a  fecond  pro¬ 
duction,  which  is  commonly  of  a 
Jefs  fize  with  a  fainter  tinge.  The 
fird  is  generally  found  adhering 
to  the  bark,  as  well  as  on  the 
branches  and  dajks  ;  the  fecond  is 
principally  on  the  leaves,  as  the 
worms  choofe  that  part  where  the 
nutritious  juice  preferves  itfelf  the 
longed,  is  mod  abundant,  and  can 
be  mod  ea fly  devoured  in  the 
fhort  time  that  remains  of  their 
exidence,  the  bark  being  then 
dner  and  harder  than  the  leaves. 


Thofe  who  buy  the  kermes  to 
fend  to  foreign  parts,  fpreaa  it  on 
linnen,  taking  care  to  fprinkle  it 
with  vinegar,  to  kill  the  worms 
that  are  within,  which  produces  a 
red  dud  which  in  Spain  is  fepa- 
rated  from  the  hulk.  Then  they 
let  it  dry,  paffing  it  through  a 
fearce,  and  make  it  up  into  bags. 
In  the  middle  of  each  its  proportion 
of  red  dud  put  in  a  little  leather 
bag  alfo  belongs  to  the  buyer,  and 
then  it  is  ready  for  exportation, 
being  always  in  demand  on  the 
African  coad. 

The  people  of  Hinojos,  Benares, 
Villa] ba,  and  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom  of  Seville,  dry  it  on  mats 
in  the  fun,  ftirring  it  about,  and 
fe parading  the  red  dud,  which  is 
the  fined  part,  and  being  mixed 
with  vinegar,  goes  by  the  name  of 
Pa  ft  el.  The  fame  is  done  with  the 
hulks ;  but  thefe  have  but  half  the 
value  of  the  dud. 

There  is  no  doubt,  but  if  this 
branch  of  indudry  was  more  clofe- 
ly  attended  to,  there  is  yet  room 
for  improvement,  and  the  kermes 
would  give  a  brighter  colour,  fi- 
milar  to  that  obtained  from  the 
cochineal,  I  ike  wife  an  infedl  found 
in  the  Mexican  woods  on  a  plant 
called  nopal  by  the  Americans, 
and  tupa  by  the  Spaniards;  being 
the  opuntia  maxima  foli'o  obtufo 
rotundo  of  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  and 
the  cadi  us  opuntia  of  Linneus. 

It  is  remarked  that  thofe  plants 
which  are  cultivated  by  art,  give 
a  much  finer  cochineal,  known  by 
the  name  of  medica,  fo  called  from 
the  quantities  collected  of  it  in  the 
diftridl  of  Meteca,  in  the  province 
of  Honduras  *. 

But  neither  the  cochineal,  the 
kermes,  or  any  fimilar  produdlion. 


*  See  fecond  memoir  of  Mr.  de  Reaumur,  tom.  4.. 
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ivoald  afford  that  beautiful  colour, 
were  it  not  for  the  falts  employed 
in  the  iye  by  the  dyers,  to  bring 
it  to  perfection.  Mr.  Maquer,  in 
his  art  of  dying  filks,  affures  us, 
that  the  white  tartar  employed  for 
crimfon  colours,  gives  by  means  of 
its  acidity,  that  brilliancy  to  co¬ 
chineal,  and  that  though  other 
acids  might  produce  the  fame  ef¬ 
fect,  it  would  not  be  with  fo  much 
fuccefs.  Mr.  Goguet,  in  his  “  ori¬ 
gin  of  laws,  arts  and  fciences,” 
teils  us,  the  ancients  ufed  a  great 
deal  of  fait,  'to  make  their  dyes 
folid,  and  permanent,  fupplying 
the  place  of  our  chemical  prepa¬ 
rations  by  other  fecrets  unknown  to 
us.  Plutarch,  in  the  life  of  Alex¬ 
ander  the  Great,  mentions,  that 
conqueror  having  found  in  the 
treaiures  of  the  King  of  Perfia,  a 
prodigious  quantity  of  purple  fluffs, 
which  though  they  had  lain  by 
above  one  hundred  and  ninety 
years,  frill  preferved  their  luftre, 
becaufe  they  had  been  prepared 
with  honey  ;  behold,  fays  Mr.  Go- 
quet,  a  fecret  unknown  to  us  ! 
but  if  we  reflect  for  a  moment, 
that  honey  is  a  vegetable  fait,  like 
fugar,  we  fhall  find  it  to  be  the 
fame  as  tartar,  which  is  no  more 
than  an  effential  fait  of  wine;  fo 
that  the  falts  employed  by  the  an¬ 
cients,  were  equivalent  to  thofe 
ufed  at  prefent  in  the  dye-houfe. 
probably  the  falts  of  fruits  have 
the  fame  effedt  in  the  manner  they 
are  ufed  in  Perfia  for  dying  of  filk, 
where,  inflead  of  tartar  and  honey, 
they  ufe  the  pulp  of  red  melons, 
well  dried,  mixed  with  allum,  ba¬ 
rilla,  and  other  falts. 

The  kermes  of  Spain  is  prefer¬ 
red  on  the  coafl  of  Barbary,  on 
account  of  its  goodnefs.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Tunis  mix  it  with  that  of 
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Tetuan,  for  dying  thofe  fcarlet 
caps  fo  much  ufed  in  the  Levant. 
The  Tunifians  export  every  year 
above  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
fand  dozen  of  thefe  caps,  which 
yields  to  the  Dey  a  revenue  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
hard  dollars,  (33,750k)  per  an¬ 
num  for  duties ;  fo  that,  exclufive 
of  the  ufes  and  advantages  of 
kermes  in  medicine,  it  appears  to 
be  a  very  valuable  branch  of  com¬ 
merce  in  Spain,  and  there  is  ffcill 
fufficient  encouragement  to  ufe 
every  effort  for  its  improvement. 


The  Method  of  making  Saltpetre  in 
Spain.  From  the  fame . 

IN  the  year  1754,  I  received 
orders  from  the  miniftry  to  in- 
fpedl  into  feveral  faltpetre  works, 
as  well  as  into  the  making  of  gun¬ 
powder,  which  having  complied 
with,  the  following  refiedlions  oc¬ 
curred  to  my  mind. 

All  the  profeffors  of  chemiftry  I 
had  converfed  with,  either  in 
France  or  in  Germany,  laid  down, 
as  a  fixed  principle,  that  there  are 
three  mineral  acids  in  nature  :  that 
the  vitriolic,  is  the  univerfal  one, 
belonging  to  metals,  from  whence 
the  other  two  arife.  That  the  ni¬ 
trous  is  fecond  in  adtivity,  and 
belongs  to  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
and  the  marine  being  the  weakeft 
of  all,  is  homogeneous  to  fifh. 
They  do  not  include  the  animal 
acid,  which,  united  with  the  phlo- 
gifton,  forms  the  phofphorus.  I 
was  further  taught,  that  the  fixed 
alkali  of  faltpetre,  did  not  exiff 
purely,  and  fimpiy  in  nature,  but 
was  generated  by  fire,  and  when 
they  found  falrpetre,  to  be  dug 
out  of  the  earth  naturally  in  the 
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Eaft  Indies,  they  thought  to  folve 
the  difficulty,  by  faying  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  incineration  of 
woods,  which  had  impregnated 
the  earth  with  this  fixed  alkali, 
the  bafts  of  faltpetre ;  fo  that  I  had 
been  led  to  believe,  it  was  formed 
by  certain  combinations,  that  took 
place  in  the  aft  of  com  bullion ; 
but  I  foon  found  my  error,  when 
I  had  had  feen  the  method  of  mak¬ 
ing  faltpetre  in  the  different  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Spain.  I  have  now  evi¬ 
dent  proofs  that  the  bafis  of  nitre 
really  exills  in  the  earth  and  in 
plants,  the  fame  as  in  the  Soda  of 
Alicant.  Let  thefe  learned  gen¬ 
tlemen  come  to  Spain,  they  may 
convince  themfelves  of  this  truth, 
and  fee  faltpetre  with  its  alkaline 
bafis,  in  the  manufactures  of  Caf- 
tile,  Aragon,  Navarre,  Valencia, 
Murcia,  and  Andalufia,  where  it 
is  made  without  the  affiftance  of 
vegetable  matter;  fometimes  throw¬ 
ing  in  a  handful  of  allies  of  mat- 
weed,  merely  to  filter  the  lye  of 
earth,  and  though  they  often  meet 
with  gypfeous  Hone  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  their  works,  yet  they 
make  excellent  faltpetre  by  boiling 
the  lixivium  of  their  lands  only, 
in  which  they  do  not  find  an  atom 
ofgypfum  ;  confequently  they  have 
gunpowder  in  Spain,  without  be¬ 
ing  indebted  for  its  fixed  alkali, 
to  the  vegetable  kingdom,  and 
without  the  vifible  or  fenfihle  con- 
verfion  of  the  vitriolic  acid  of  gyp- 
fum  into  the  nitrous. 

Having  thus  difcovered  in  Spain 
a  perfeCl  fixed  alkali  in  the  earth, 
I  purfued  my  obfervations  on  other 
fal  ts,  and  vegetable  productions, 
and  after  many  reflections  and  ex¬ 
periments,  I  difcovered  that  fimi- 
lar  fixed  alkalies,  many  oils,  and 
neutral  falts,  proceed  from  differ¬ 


ent  combinations  of  the  air,  earth? 
and  water,  with  fuch  matters  as 
the  air  conveys  in  a  diffolved  date, 
and  that  thefe  three  elements, 
rifing,  falling,  and  meeting,  com¬ 
bine  together,  and  form  new 
bodies  in  the  organs  of  vegeta¬ 
tion. 

Thofe  who  are  verfed  in  phy- 
fics,  agree,  that  all  the  fubftances 
of  the  very  globe  we  inhabit,  con- 
fifl  of  the  combinations  of  fire, 
water,  earth,  and  air ;  why  then 
deny  them  the  power  of  combin¬ 
ing,  in  the  living  organs  of  plants? 
when  we  fo  often  perceive  in  them, 
the  faculty  of  changing,  and  trans¬ 
forming  productions  in  the  king¬ 
dom  of  nature.  In  proof  of  it,  we 
find  that  many  cruciformed  plants 
give,  by  analyfis,  the  fame  volatile 
alkali  as  animals,  notwithftanding 
that  their  tubes  are  fimilar  to  the 
eye  with  thofe  that  give  acids. 

Some  plants  have  their  roots  fo 
fmall,  and  yet  their  branches, 
leaves  and  fruit  fo  ponderous,  that 
it  appears  impoffible,  fo  inconfi- 
derable  a  root  ffiould  draw  fuffi- 
cient  nurture  out  of  the  earth  for 
fuch  various  purpofes.  It  feems 
therefore,  that  the  ambient  air, 
containing  many  diffolved  bodies, 
penetrates  into  the  plants,  and 
combines  in  the  vegetative  tubes, 
forming  thofe  fubftances  difcovered 
by  analyfation. 

I  have  frequently  feen  water 
melons  in  Spain  weigh  from  twen¬ 
ty  to  thirty  pounds,  with  a  ftem  of 
only  two  or  three  ounces,  fo  great 
was  the  increafe  of  the  fibrous  and 
tubulous  fubftance  of  thofe  plants, 
owing  to  the  watery  particles  they 
imbibed  from  the  air.  It  ffiould 
feem  then,  that  many  plants  draw 
their  principal  fupport  from  the 
air,  water,  and  a  imall  portion  of 

earth. 
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earth,  combined  by  the  impercep¬ 
tible  labour  of  the  vegetative  tubes, 
and  veffels  of  air,  which  convert 
thofe  matters  into  the  products  we 
contemplate,  and  Lalte  ;  many 
plants  producing  all  thefe  effects 
in  water  only  ;  and  we  find  that 
mint,  and  other  odoriferous  plants, 
vvhofe  roots  grow  in  water,  and  in 
the  air,  give  the  fame  fpiritus  ret- 
tor,  and  oils,  as  thofe  that  grow 
in  the  earth. 

Botanifts  know  very  well  that 
thofe  aquatic  plants  that  fpring  up 
from  the  bottom  of  waters  have, 
with  a  very  trifling  deviation,  the 
fame  properties  and  qualities  in 
the  frozen  regions,  as  in  fultry 
and  parching  climates,  and  that 
their  acrimony,  caufticity,  in fi pi- 
dity,  and  coolnefs,  are  invariable. 

The  experiments  made  by  Van 
Helmont  on  the  willow  tree,  mak¬ 
ing  it  grow  in  water,  and  a  fmall 
portion  of  dried  earth,  fhew  how 
much  air,  and  water,  added  to  the 
internal  labour  of  plants,  contri¬ 
bute  to  vegetation. 

In  the  memoirs  of  the  French 
academy  of  fciences,  we  find  ex¬ 
periments  of  a  celebrated  chemifl, 
to  prove  the  exifience  of  three 
neutral  falts,  in  the  extradl  of  bor- 
rage.  If  he  had  gone  further,  -and 
proved  that  one  of  thefe  three  falts, 
exifted  in  the  earth,  which  pro¬ 
duced  the  borrage,  he  would  have 
illuftrated  the  i'yftem  of  phyfics, 
and  cleared  up  the  point  I  am 
fpeaking  of.  The  fame  memoirs 
mention  another  academician,  who 
reared  an  oak  for  many  years, 
only  with  water,  the  confequences 
of  which  fpeak  for  themfelves. 

There  are  millions  of  firs  about 
Valladolid,  and  Tortofa,  replete 
with  turpentine,  and  growing  in  a 
fmall  portion  of  earth,  and  great 
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quantity  of  fand,  in  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  prove  that 
the  thoufandth  part  of  the  turpen¬ 
tine,  fo  plentifully  produced  by 
thefe  trees,  had  exifted;  of  courfe, 
it  mull  be  owing  to  channels  of 
air,  connected  with  the  tubes  of 
vegetation. 

The  condudlory  veffels  of  the 
wormwood  of  Granada,  convey  a 
bitterhefs  to  the  very  juice  of  the 
fugar  cane,  which  grows  by  its 
fide  :  the  foil  of  the  king’s  botanic 
garden  at  Madrid,  is  of  one  equal 
kind,  for  all  the  different  plants 
that  are  reared  there  ;  yet  fome 
produce  a  wholefome  fruit,  while 
others  near  them,  are  poifonous  ; 
and  one,  with  fixed  alkali,  will 
thrive  clofe  to  another,  full  of  vo¬ 
latile  alkali. 

The  mountains  and  vallies  of 
Spain,  as  well  as  the  gardens,  are 
full  of  aromatic  plants,  yet  I  do 
not  know  that  any  body  has  ever 
extracted  by  analyfis,  any  aroma¬ 
tic  water,  or  volatile  oil,  from  any 
uncultivated  land. 

The  variation  of  foil,  or  cuF 
ture,  may  alter  the  form  of  plants, 
change  the  luftre  of  their  drapery, 
or  give  additional  flavour  to  their 
fruit,  but  it  can  never  change 
their  effence,  and  nature.  In 
proof  of  this,  it  is  known,  there 
is  only  one  indigenous  tulip  in 
Europe,  (I  found  it  in  flower  near 
Almaden,)  it  is  fmall,  yellow,  and 
ugly,  appearing  only  in  the  fpring. 
Gardeners  may  invent  modes  of 
cultivation,  try  all  the  climates  of 
of  Europe,  they  may  produce  larg¬ 
er  tulips  with  brighter  colours, 
but  they  all  will  be  inodorous  ; 
and  the  little  tulip  of  Spain  will 
give,  by  analyfis,  the  very  fame 
product  as  the  moil  fuperb  of  the 
caft,  whofe  beautiful  garment  in 

common 
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common  with  other  gay  flowers,  is 
owing  to  the  phlogilton  in  the  or¬ 
gans  of  vegetation,  and  not  to 
iron  as  has  been  thought.  ,  This 
phlogifton  is  manifeft  by  analyfis 
in  the  leaves,  where  the  lealt  atom 
ofiron  has  never  been  difcovered. 

There  are  many  lands  in  Spain 
which  naturally  produce  faltpetre, 
fea-falt,  and  vitriolic  falts ;  but 
the  plants  which  grow  fpontaneouf- 
ly  in  thofe  foils,  give  by  analyfis 
the  fame  produft  as  thofe  of  their 
fpecies  in  gardens,  where  there 
never  was  any  appearance  of  falt¬ 
petre,  fea~fak,  or  vitriolic  acid. 

Analize  as  often  as  you  pleafe, 
thofe  plants  fo  numerous  near  iron 
mines,  whofe  roots  penetrate  into 
the  very  ore,  or  thofe  that  grow  in 
ferruginous  and  fuperficial  earth. 
I  am  fure  you  will  not  collect  from 
their  roots,  branches,  afhes,  ex¬ 
tracts,  or  oils,  more  iron,  than 
what  is  found  in  the  fame  fpecies 
of  plants  that  fpring  up  in  places 
without  the  leait  communication 
with  any  fuch  minerals. 

Whatever  efficacy  there  may  be 
in  culture,  and  manure,  to  re¬ 
move,  abforb,  and  open  the  pores 
of  the  earth,  enriching  the  watery 
particles,  that  rife  in  the  vegeta¬ 
tive  tubes,  conveying  new  fub- 
l’iances  which  contribute  to  that 
perfe&ion,  we  obferve,  from  the 
foil,  and  which  they  lofe  when 
tranfplanted,  yet  they  kill  attain 
various  fubltances  of  vegetation 
from  the  air,  which  chemifls  may 
look  for  in  vain  in  the  earth  *. 


Many  plants  are  emollient  in 
the  fpring  and  fummer,  and  akrin- 
gent  in  autumn  and  winter.  Their 
mucilaginous  quality  admits  of  al¬ 
teration  in  the  tubes,  and  the  com¬ 
bination  of  earth,  air,  and  water, 
engenders  a  vitriolic  acid  f ,  juk  as 
the  alkali  and  the  leaves  receive 
colour  from  the  phlogifton  ;  from 
whence  I  conceive  the  reafon  of  the 
nitrous  foil  in  Spain,  abounding 
with  fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  of 
fixed  natural  alkali;  which  calls 
to  my  mind  what  is  fondly  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  adepts,  c<  that  fome 
lands  have  the  natural  properties 
of  loadkone  to  attraCf  peculiar  fub- 
kances  from  the  air,” 

It  is  certain  then,  that  plants 
have  proper  tubes  to  attraft  the 
elements,  and  form  a  natural  fixed 
alkali,  and  have  peculiar  feparate 
principles  which  only  combine  by 
the  means  of  fire  in  the  aCt  of  com- 
buition  to  form  that  artificial  fixed 
alkali  I  had  been  taught  to  believe 
was  the  only  one  that  exiked  in 
nature. 

Perhaps  the  foda  and  falicornia 
may  thrive  better  when  nurtured 
by  fait  water,  but  it  is  no  lets  cer¬ 
tain  that  the  alkaline  bafis  of  com¬ 
mon  ktlt  is  found  formed  in  thefe 
two  plants,  and  in  many  others  as 
well  as  in  the  barilla,  which  is 
fowed  in  many  parts  of  Spain, 
where  they  make  as  good  foap  as 
that  famous  fort  at  Aiicant  made 
with  foda  and  falicornia.  With 
refpedl  to  neutral  falts,  there  are  at 
leak  five  fubltances,  in  which  they 


*  The  ingenious  author  of  this  reafoning  does  not  Teem  to  be  aware,  that  it 
would  be  equally  fruitlels  to  look  for  thefe  fubltances  in  the  water,  or  in  the 
air.  It  is  true  that  we  cannot  extradl  turpentine  from  the  fand,  or  from  the 
earth,  in  which  the  fir  trees  of  Vail  idol  id  and  Tortola  grow;  but  it  is  equally 
true,  that  we  cannot . extrait  it  either  from  the  air,  or  from  the*  water  of  thole 
countries. 

t  The  exigence  of  vitriolic  acid  in  vegetables  has  not  vet  been  proved, 
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are  found,  viz<  earth,  plants,  fait 
water,  mineral,  and  artificial  lub- 
itances. 

After  this  digreffion,  let  us  now 
fee  how  faltpetre  is  generally  made 
in  Fiance  and  in  Spain  ;  1  fay  no¬ 
thing  of  England  or  Holland,  be- 
caule  they  make  none,  importing 
what  they  want  from  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dies,  where  it  is  found  naturally 
in  the  earth,  as  in  Spain,  where  I 
have  fecn  faltpetre  made  with  the 
lixivium  of  nitrous  earth,  collected 
in  places  where  perhaps  there  never 
was  a  tree  nor  a  plant. 

In  Paris  they  have  feventeen 
faltpetre  works:  every  thing  that 
is  carried  on  there,  as  well  as  in 
other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  is  done 
according  to  royal  ordinances,  in 
the  manner  I  am  going  to  relate  : 
the  rubbilh  and  filth  of  old  houfes 
is  carried  to  the  works,  and  pound¬ 
ed  with  hammers  ;  the  dull  is  then 
put  into  calks,  perforated  at  bot¬ 
tom,  the  aperture  covered  with 
itraw,  to  give  a  free  pafiage  to  the 
liquor.  Water  is  then  poured  on 
this  dull,  which  in  its  pafiage  car-, 
ries  away  all  the  faline  matter. 
This  impregnated  matter  is  called 
a  lye,  which  if  they  were  at  that 
period  to  boil,  would  produce  falt¬ 
petre  of  a  greafy  nature ;  to  re¬ 
medy  this,  they  purchafe  the  aihes 
of  ail  the  wood  fires  in  Paris,  from 
which  they  alfo  draw  a  lye  that  is 
mixed  with  the  former,  then  boil 
up  the  whole*.  In  proportion  as 
the  water  evaporates,  the  common 
fait  which  cryftallizes  when  hot, 
foon  falls  to  the  bottom  of  the 
cauldron,  and  the  faltpetre,  which 


HISTORY.  109 

only  cryftallizes  when  cool,  re¬ 
mains  difiblved  in  the  water.  They 
draw  off  this  water,  loaded  with  falt¬ 
petre,  into  other  vefiels,  and  place 
it  in  the  jfhade,  where  the  nitre 
cryftalizes.  This  is  called  falt¬ 
petre  of  the  firfi  boiling,  having 
Hill  fome  remains  of  common  fair, 
earth,  and  greafy  matter,  incor¬ 
porated  with  it;  it  is  conveyed  to 
the  arfenal  to  be  properly  refined, 
being  boiled  over  again,  and  lefc 
to  cryftalize  two  or  three  times,  or 
more  if  found  neceffary  ;  by  which 
means  it  is  cleared  of  all  its  impu¬ 
rities,  and  becomes  perfe&ly  adapt¬ 
ed  to  the  making  of  gunpowder, 
and  the  other  ufes  to  which  it  is 
applied  in  the  arts ;  but  for  medi¬ 
cal  purpofes,  it  muft  undergo  ano¬ 
ther  purification.  Thofe  who  are 
curious  of  being  more  exactly  in¬ 
formed,  may  find  a  very  accurate 
account  of  thefe  works  in  the  me*- 
moirs  of  the  academy  of  fciences 
by  Mr.  Petit,  to  which  I  refer 
them. 

In  Spain,  where  a  third  part  of 
all  the  lands,  and  the  very  duff  on 
the  roads  in  the  eaftern  and  foutn- 
ern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  contain 
natural  faltpetre,  I  have  feen  them 
prepare  it  in  the  following  man¬ 
ner  : 

They  plough  the  ground  two  or 
three  times  in  winter,  and  fpring, 
near  the  villages.  In  Auguftthey 
pile  it  up  in  heaps  of  twenty  and 
thirty  feet  high  :  then  fill  with 
this  earth  a  range  of  veffels,  of 
conic  ffiape,  perforated  at  bottom, 
obferving  to  cover  the  aperture 
with  in  at- weed  and  a  few  aihes,  two 


*  The  fa<51  feems  to  be  this  ;  the  fait  they  obtain  from  the  lye  of  tjbe  rubbifh, 
is  a  nitre  with  an  earthy  balls,  the  fixed  vegetable  alkali  pi^ured  from  the  wood 
aihes  is  then  added;  this  alkali  precipitates  the  earth  from  the  nitrous  acid*  and 
taking  its  place,  forms  true  faltpetre. 


or 
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or  three-  fingers  deep,  that  the 
water  may  juft  filter  through. 
They  then  pour  on  the  water, 
(fometimes  without  putting  any 
allies)  ;  the  lye  that  refults  from 
this  operation  is  put  into  a  boiler. 
The  common  fait,  which  as  we 
faid  before  precipitates,  and  cry- 
ftall  izes  when  warm,  falls  to  the 
bottom  of  the  cauldron  in  a  pro¬ 
portion  of  40 lb.  to  a  quintal  of 
materials*;  then  the  liquor  is 
poured  into  buckets  placed  in  the 
lhade,  where  it  ftioots,  and  cry- 
ftallizes  into  faltpetre.  The  great 
quantity  of  common  fait  which 
accompanies  the  nitre,  makes  me 
think,  that  the  marine  acid  with 
its  bafis  is  converted  into  nitre. 
The  fame  earth,  deprived  of  its 
nitrous  quality  by  this  procefs,  is 
again  carried  back  to  the  fields, 
and  expofed  to  the  elements,  by 
which  means  in  the  courfe  of  a 
twelvemonth,  affifted  by  the  all- 
powerful  and  invifible  hand  of  na¬ 
ture,  it  again  becomes  impregnat¬ 
ed  with  a  frefh  fupply  of  nitre ; 
and  what  is  ftill  more  furprifing, 
and  cannot  be  obferved  without 
admiring  the  wonderful  woiks  of 
the  omnipotent  Creator,  the  fame 
lands  have  produced  time  imme¬ 
morial  an  equal  quantity  of  falt¬ 
petre  ;  fo  that  if  the  fupreme 
power  was  to  annihilate  all  the 
factitious  faltpetre  of  France  and 
Germany,  Spain  alone  could  fup¬ 
ply  the  reft  of  the  world,  without 
the  aid  of  a  fixed  alkali,  afhes  or 
vegetables,  if  public  ceconomy 
joined  hands  with  induftry,  and 
afiifted  in  bringing  thefe  great 
points  to  perfection.  I  once  alked 
one  of  thefe  people  the  reafon  of 

» 

*  The  Spanifti  quintal  is  loolb. 
arrobe  of  Madrid  251b.  Spanilh, 


that  conftant  production  of  falt¬ 
petre,  but  his  only  anfwer  was, 
€‘  I  have  two  fields,  I  fow  one 
“  with  corn,  and  have  a  crop,  I 
“  plough  the  other,  and  it  fur- 
(e  nifhes  me  faltpetre.” 

This  faltpetre  thus  cryftallized  is 
fimilar  to  that  of  Paris  of  the  firft 
boiling.  In  Spain  they  only  boil 
it  once  more,  and  it  becomes  per¬ 
fect,  and  proper  for  making  of 
gunpowder,  aqua  fords,  and  other 
purpofes  of  the  fhops.  Its  bafis 
placed  in  a  cellar,  attracts  the 
dampnefs  of  the  air,  lofes  its  ac¬ 
tivity,  and  forms  a  fixed  alkali, 
which  mixed  with  the  vitriolic 
acid,  forms  a  vitriolated  tartar,  a 
certain  proof  that  the  nitrous  air 
of  Spain  is  natural  and  perfeCt  in 
itlelf,  without  the  affiftance  of  any 
fixed  alkali  whatever. 

I  ill  all  not  dwell  upon  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  faltpetre,  fulphur,  and 
coal,  ufed  in  the  making  of  gun¬ 
powder  ;  as  it  depends  upon  ex¬ 
perience,  and  is  generally  known,, 
I  was  prefen t  at  the  proofs  made 
by  the  king’s  officers  in  Granada, 
to  afcertain  whether  the  powder 
had  the  qualities  required,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  admitted  or  refufed  ;  but 
I  do  not  think  thofe  proofs  were 
to  the  purpofe,  as  new  made  pow¬ 
der  perhaps  may  throw  a  ball  to 
the  diftance  required  ;  yet  to  form 
a  true  judgment  of  its  real  quality 
and  goodnefs,  it  Ihould  be  tried  in 
different  places  and  climates,  and 
at  various  feafons  of  the  year;  for 
I  am  convinced  that  the  gun¬ 
powder  which  would  come  up  to 
the  ftrength  required  by  the  king 
in  the  dry  and  warm  climate  of 
Andalutia,  would  be  found  deli- 


weight,  and  about  971b.  Engliffi.  The 
and  lour  arrobe3  make  one  quintal. 
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cient  in  the  damp  and  moift  air 
of  Galicia,  which  {hews  how  little 
fuch  experiments  are  to  be  de¬ 
pended  upon.  Of  all  the  inven¬ 
tions  1  know  of  for  this  purpofe, 
the  lead  imperfect  is  that  of  Mr. 
Darcy,  a  deflgn  of  which  may  be 
feen  in  the  firft  volume  of  Mr. 
Beaume’s  treatife  on  chemiflry. 

When  the  Count  de  Aranda  was 
director  of  the  engineers,  I  re¬ 
member  an  old  officer  of  artillery 
informed  me  that  in  the  laft  wars 
in  Italy,  he  had  feen  barrels  of 
gunpowder,  that  were  good  in  the 
morning,  and  bad  the  next'night: 
this  did  not  furprize  me,  knowing 
the  variations  of  weather,  and  the 
effe£ls  of  dampnefs  piercing  through 
the  calks  and  damaging  tha  pow¬ 
der,  fo  as  to  render  it  unfit  for 
fervice,  for  which  reafon  every  pre¬ 
caution  ffiould  be  taken  to  guard 
againft  thefe  inconveniences. 


Extract  from  Dr.  Ingenhoufz’r  Ac¬ 
count  of  a  new  inflammable  Air , 
which  can  be  made  in  a  Moment 
without  Apparatus ,  and  is  as  ft 
for  Explofion  as  any  other  inflam¬ 
mable  Gaffes. 

fF,  •om  the  Philof.  ' TranJ, \  Vol.  69.] 

THE  difcovery  of  the  various 
kinds  of  inflammable  airs 
or  gaffes  becoming  powerfully  ex- 
plofive,  when  they  are  mixed  with 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  common 
air,  and  flill  more  fo  when  they 
are  combined  with  dephlcgifli- 
cated  air,  is  one  of  thofe  improve¬ 
ments  in  natural  philofophy  which, 
giving  occafion  to  various  amufing 
and  interefling  experiments,  have 
call:  at  the  fame  time  a  new  light  upon 
forr.e  powerful  agents,  whofe  mif* 


chievous  force  was  known,  though 
their  nature  was  flill  in  the  dark. 

As  thofe  inflammable  airs  have 
been  of  late  years  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  philofophical  amufements,  I 
intend  to  lay  before  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  an  eafy  method  of  producing, 
without  any  trouble  or  particular 
apparatus,  fuch  quantity  of  an  in¬ 
flammable  air  or  gafs  as  may  be 
required. 

Being  at  Amfterdam  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1 777,  Meffieurs  ./Eneae  and 
Cuthbertfon,  two  ingenious  philo- 
fophers  of  that  city,  were  fo  good 
as  to  Ihevv  me  fome  curious  expe¬ 
riments  with  exploflve  and  in¬ 
flammable  airs  of  different  kinds. 
They  produced  an  inflammable 
air,  by  mixing  together  equal 
quantities  of  oil  of  vitriol  and  fpi- 
rit  of  wine,  and  applying  heat  to 
the  phial  containing  the  com¬ 
pound.  A  great  quantity  of  white 
vapour  was  extricated,  which, 
palling  up  the  inverted  receiver 
filled  with  water,  fettled  at  the 
top  and  depreffed  the  water,  as 
other  airs  do.  This  air  foon  be¬ 
came  clear,  the  white  fumes  being 
abforbed  by  the  water.  This  air 
was  eafily  lighted  in  an  open  cy¬ 
lindrical  glafs,  and  burnt  almoft 
as  clear  as  a  candle,  the  flame  de- 
fcending  gradually  lower  and  lower 
till  it  reached  the  bottom.  A  very 
little  quantity  of  this  air  mixed 
with  common  or  dephlogiflicated 
air,  for  inftance,  one  fourteenth 
or  one  tenth  part,  and  kindled  by 
an  ele&rical  {park,  exploded  with 
a  very  loud  report,  and  {battered 
the  glafs  t6  pieces  in  which  it  was 
kindled,  when  it  did  not  find  a 
ready  vent. 

They  had  contrived  a  kind  of  a 
piftol  for  the  purpofe,  confiding  of 
a  ftrong  cylindrical  glafs  tube  with 
a  piflon  adapted  to  it.  To  the 

end 
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end  of  this  tube  was  fixed  a  brafs 
barrel,  like  that  of  a  common 
piftol :  into  this  barrel  a  brafs  bul¬ 
let  was  put  loofe,  fo  that  the  bar¬ 
rel  was  placed  a  little  above  the 
level,  to  prevent  the  bullet  rolling 
out.  The  barrel  was  directed  to  a 
board  of  oak  at  eight  or  ten  feet 
difiance.  A  proper  quantity  of 
common  and  inflammable  air  (pro¬ 
duced  in  the  manner  above  men¬ 
tioned)  being  drawn  into  the  glafs 
tube  by  means  of  the  pifton,  it 
was  fired  by  directing  an  electrical 
explofion  through  it.  The  explo¬ 
sion  was  very  loud  :  the  ball  hit 
the  board  with  fuch  a  force  that  it 
made  a  firong  impreflion  in  it,  and 
recoiled  with  a  confiderable  force, 
fo  as  to  hit  the  wall  behind  us, 
and  to  put  us  in  fome  danger  of 
being  hurt  by  its  rebounding 
force. 

The  fame  gentlemen  told  me, 
that  this  inflammable  air  had  in 
fome  refpedls  the  advantage  over 
the  inflammable  airs  extracted  from 
metals  by  the  vitriolic  or  marine 
acid,  and  that  extra&ed  from  mud 
or  marfhes ;  becaufe  this  air  being 
heavier  than  either  of  thefe  airs, 
and  even  than  common  air,  is  not 
io  eafily  loft  out  of  an  open  veflel ; 
and,  that  when  it  efcapes  into  the 
open  air,  it  agreeably  perfumes 
the  room  with  the  fmell  of  fpiritus 
•vitriol i  dulcis  or  aether  ;  whereas 
the  other  inflammable  airs,  which 
from  their  lefs  fpecific  gravity 
efcape  eafily  into  the  common  air, 
yield  an  ofFenfive,  difagreeable 
flench. 

Mr.  JE neae,  having  examined 
tfie  fpecific  gravities  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  inflammable  airs  compared  with 
common  air,  favoured  me  with  the 
following  refult  of  his  inquiries  : 

A  veflel,  which  contained  the 


weight  of  138  grains  of  common 
air,  contained  25  grams  of  inflam¬ 
mable  air  extracted  from  iron  by 
vitriolic  acid,  and  92  grains  of  in¬ 
flammable  air  extracted  from  mud 
or  marfhes,  and  150  grains  of  that 
extrafted  from  oil  of  vitriol  and 
fpirit  of  wine. 

I  was  much  pleafed  with  the 
above  mentioned  experiment,  and 
immediately  thought  that  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  extracting  this  inflamma¬ 
ble  air  or  vapour  could  be  dif- 
penfed  with  by  employing  vitriolic 
aether,  which  in  reality  is  contain¬ 
ed  in  the  vapour  expelled  by  heat 
from  oil  of  vitriol  and  fpirit  of  wine, 
which  vapour,  condenfed  in  the 
procefs  of  difiillation,  yields 
aether. 

The  firft  attempts  I  made  proved 
unfuccefsful ;  however,  the  rea- 
fons  why  I  did  not  fucceed  in  the 
beginning  1  found  afterwards  to 
be,  either  that  I  employed  too 
great  a  quantity  of  aether,  or  that 
the  air  or  vapour  of  the  aether  was 
not  thoroughly  incorporated  with 
the  other  air;  for  the  fame  num¬ 
ber  of  drops  of  aether  poured  into 
the  air  piftol,  which  would  not 
produce  an  explofion  when  the 
piftol  was  not  fhaken,  made  a  very 
loud  one  when  it  was  forcibly  agi¬ 
tated.  *  .  * 

The  fnreft  method  of  fucceeding 
I  find  to  be  the  following  :  I  dip 
a  fmall  glafs  tube,  open  on  both 
fides,  and  the  bore  of  which  is  one 
twelfth  of  an  inch  in  diameter,-  into 
a  phial  containing  aether,  and  wheft 
two  or  three  drops  of  the  liquid  have 
entered  the  tube  I  apply  my  finger 
to  the  upper  end  of  it,  tokeep  the 
liquor  fufpended.  I  take  the  tube 
out  of  the  phial,-  and  thruft  it 
immediately  into  a  fmall  caoui- 
chcuck)  or  elaftic  gam  bottle  :  this 
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being  done,  I  withdraw  my  finger 
from  the  tube,  and  take  it  out  of 
the  caoutcbouck  ;  thus  the  little 
quantity  of  aether,  fufpended  in  the 
end  of  the  tube,  is  dropped  into 
the  cacutchoucky  the  neck  of  which 
is  to  be  immediately  inverted  into 
the  orifice  of  the  air  piftol,  and, 
after  giving  it  a  gentle  fqueeze, 
withdrawn  out  of  it  l  after  which, 
a  bullet  or  a  cork  is  to  be  thruft 
into  the  mouth  of  the  piftol,  when 
it  is  ready  for  firing.  This  whole 
operation  may  be  performed  in  the 
fpace  of  five  or  fix  feconds. 

The  confiderable  force  of  explo¬ 
sion,  and  the  loud  report  of  the 
ordinary  inflammable  airs,  induc¬ 
ed  Mr.  Volta,  of  Como,  to  be¬ 
lieve,  that  thefe  airs  might,  per¬ 
haps,  become  a  fubftitute  to  gun¬ 
powder.  If  this  expectation  had 
been  well  founded,  the  greateft 
dejideratum  would,  I  think,  have 
,have  been  to  find  out  a  way  to  pro¬ 
duce  fuch  air  at  any  time  without 
trouble,  and  to  carry  about  in 
as  little  compafs  as  poflible  :  which 
two  conditions  I  fhould  have  pretty 
nearly  fulfilled,  as  all  the  inflam¬ 
mable  air  requifite  for  the  explofion 
of  the  piftois  contrived  by  Mr. 
Volta  is  contained  in  the  bulk  of 
one  Angle  drop  of  eether  ;  which 
drop,  poured  in  the  pi  Idol  itfelf,  is 
full  fufficient  to  produce  a  very 
powerful  explofion. 

I  found  that  aerher,  in  which  as 
much  urinous  phofphorus  is  dif- 
folved  as  will  make  it  luminous  in 
the  dark,  when  fome  drops  are 
poured  upon  water  ;  is  very  bride 
in  taking  fire,  when  employed  for 
an  inflammable  air  piftol ;  but  that 
the  experiment,  when  repeated, 
will  be  apt  to  fail,  becaufe  the 
phofphoric  acid  which  remains  in 
the  piftol,  and  by  its  nature  at- 
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traCls  the  humidity  of  the  atmof- 
phere,  will  foon  fill  the  infide  of 
the  piftol  with  a  coat  of  moifture, 
and  prevent  the  electrical  fpark 
from  kindling  the  inflammable  air. 

It  appeared,  that  a  little  cam- 
phire  dilTolved  in  aether  increafes 
its  explofive  force,  and  makes  it 
lefs  apt  to  fail. 

As  this  inflammable  air  is  hea¬ 
vier  than  common  air,  it  is  clear* 
that  the  mouth  of  the  air  piftol 
fhould  be  kept  upwards  at  the  time 
of  charging  it ;  whereas  it  is  better 
to  invert  the  piftol  when  the  ordi¬ 
nary  inflammable  airs  are  employ¬ 
ed,  which,  being  fpecifically  lighter 
than  common  air,  rife  of  them- 
felves  in  the  piftol  when  its  mouth 
is  placed  inverted  upon  the  ori¬ 
fice  of  the  veffel  which  contains 
them. 

It  is  true,  that  the  fqueezing 
the  elaftic  gum  bottle,  when  placed 
upon  the  piftol,  forces  fome  of  the 
inflammable  gafs  out  of  it,  which 
is  loft  in  the  common  air ;  but 
notwithftanding  this  wafte,  the  in¬ 
flammable  air  which  remains  in 
the  piftol  is  fufficient  to  produce  a 
loud  report,  which  is  all  that  is 
required.  Indeed,  one  Angle  drop 
of  the  aether  could  be  eafily  fhaken 
out  of  the  glafs  tube  immediately 
into  the  piftol,  without  making 
ufe  of  the  elaftic  gum  bottle  ;  but 
this  drop,  evaporating  into  elaftic 
air,  leaves  behind  it  a  good  deal 
of  moifture,  whether  inherent  in 
the  aether  itfelf,  or  attracted  from 
the  atmofphere.  This  moifture,  in 
the  way  I  ufe  to  load  the  piftol, 
remains  in  the  elaftic  gum  bottle, 
which  is  therefore  always  found 
moift  when  the  experiment  is  re¬ 
peated  feveral  times. 

It  was,  indeed,  known  before 
this  time,  that  seiher  and  other 
1  vela*  / 
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volatile  inflammable  liquors  fpread, 
by  evaporating*,  inflammable  efflu¬ 
via  thro’  the  furrounding  air,  efpe- 
eially  when  they  are  heated  <  and 
that  thefe  effluvia  have  fome  times 
by  the  imprudent  approach  of  a 
candle  taken  fire,  and  conveyed 
the  inflammation  to  the  liquor  it- 
fe!f :  but  1  never  heard  that  any 
body  employed  thefe  liquors  in- 
ftead-  of  ordinary  inflammable  air 
in  communicating  to  common  air 
si-n  eXplofive  quality,  or  in  firing 
inflammable  air  piflrols,  befofe  I 
communicated  the  experiment  to 
my  friends. 

Do&or  Ingenhoufz-  next  gives  a 
Comparative  view  of  the  expanding 
force  of  this  air  and  of  gunpow¬ 
der,  together  with  fonte  confider- 
ations  on  the  nature  of  the  latter 
fubftance.  In  the  appendix,  he 
has  given  the  following  account  of 
fome  farther  experiments  on  the 
fame  fubjedt  i 

M  the  foregoing  paper  I  at¬ 
tempted  to  give  a  comparative  view 
of  the  exploflve  force  of  gunpow¬ 
der  and  inflammable  exploflve  air, 
which  latter  I  had  found  to  be  fo 
far  fliort  of  the  exploflve  force  of 
gunpowder  as  not  to  conceive  any 
well  grounded  vope  that  it  could 
ever  become  a  fubftitute  to  this  in¬ 
gredient. 

At  that  time  I  had  not  yet  tried 
the  effect  of  very  pure  dephlo'gi- 
fticated  air  combined  with  that  in¬ 
flammable  air,  into  which  I  had 
found  that  vitriolic  tether  is  chang¬ 
ed  in  an  in  flan  t. 

I  mull  acknowledge,  that  I  had 
but  fmall  expectations  from  the 
force  of  thefe  two  airs  combined  ; 
for  as  1  had  always  obferved,  that 
scther  air  combined  with  common 
air  is  lefs  brifk  in  taking  fire,  and 
kfs  powerful  in  exploding,  than 
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inflammable  air  extra&ed  from  th€ 
vitriolic  or  marine  acid,  I  thought 
that  the  fame  aether  air  combined 
with  very  pure  dephlogifticated  air 
would  alfo  be  lefs  powerful  than 
common  inflammable  air  from  mr- 
tals.  But  how  far  experience  con¬ 
tradicted  this  theoretical  analogy 
will  be  fee n  in  the  following  lines. 

Abbe  Fontana  was  fo  good  as  to 
aflilt  me  in  this  purfuit.  Having 
produced  a  good  quantity  of  pure 
dephlogifticated  air  from  red  pre¬ 
cipitate  by  heat,'  we  firft  filled  a 
ftrong  two-ounce  phial'  (the  orifice 
of  which  was  fo  wide  that  it  could 
fcarce*  be  covered  with  the  thumb*, 
lb  that  the  bottle  was  almoih  cy¬ 
lindrical)-  with  this  air,  in  the 
ufual  manner,  by  filling  it  flrft 
with  water,,  inverting  it,  and  let¬ 
ting  the  air  rife  in  it  which  being 
done,  we  dropped  one  drop  of 
rether  (in  which  a  fmall  quantity 
of  camphire  was  diflolved)  into  it, 
and  fhut  it  immediately  with  the 
thumb.  After  having  given  it 
fome  concuflions,  the  orifice  was 
applied  to  the  flame  of  a  cdndle, 
by  withdrawing  the  thumb  when 
the  orifice  was  clofe  to  the  flame  r 
the  air  inftantly  took  fire,,  and  ex¬ 
ploded- with  fuch  a  ftrong  report, 
that,  if  the  phial  had  not  been 
very  flout,  it  would  moft  probably 
have  been  fhattered  into  pieces, 
notwithftanding  its  wide  orifice. 
We  repeated  the  fame  experiment 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

I' was  the  more  aftonifhed  at  the 
uncommon  loud  report  (confider- 
ing  the  wide  orifice  of  the  phial), 
becauftv  having  often  tried  asther 
air  in  the  fame  way  with  common 
air,  I  never  found  it  explode  with' 
any  confiderable  degree  of  force 
and  therefote  I  found-  it  neceftarv* 
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in  order  to  procure  a  loud  report, 
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to  kindle  it  by  an  eleCtrical  fpark 
directed  through  the  piftol,  when 
its  orifice  was  (hut  up  by  a  cork, 
the  refiftance  of  which  was  the 
chief  caufe  of  the  report. 

This  wonderful  effect  in  an  open 
veflel  could  not  fail  of  giving  me 
a  good  expectation  of  a  very  power¬ 
ful  effect,  if  this  compound  air  was 
fhut  up  in  an  air  piftol  by  a  cork 
fqueezed  into  its  orifice.  As  it 
had  been  now  kindled  twice  by  the 
fiame  of  a  candle,  I  wanted  to  kin¬ 
dle  it  by  the  fame  means  in  an 
air  piftol ;  for  this  purpofe  we  dril¬ 
led  a  fmall  hole  in  the  fide  of  the 
piftol,  which  was  made  of  tin,  and 
contained  about  nine  cubic  inches 
of  fpace.  We  filled  it  with  deph- 
logifticated  air  in  the  fame  manner 
as  we  had  filled  the  phial  by  means 
of  water;  and  after  having  poured 
into  it  one  drop  of  aether  by  means 
of  a  glafs  tube  (in  the  manner 
above  defcribed),  we  fhut  the  ori¬ 
fice  by  thrufting  a  cork  into  it, 
and  kept  a  finger  applied  to  the 
touch-hole  which  was  drilled  in 
the  fide  of  the  piftol.  To  avoid 
accidents  if  the  piftol  fhould  burft, 
we  thought  it  prudent  to  fqueeze 
the  cork  very  gently  into  the  ori¬ 
fice,  fo  that  the  refiftance  fhould 
be  very  moderate.  Abbe  Fontana 
wrapped  a  towel  round  the  piftol 
for  fecurity’s  fake,  leaving  only 
the  touch-hole  uncovered ;  which 
being  brought  near  the  flams  of 
a  wax  taper,  the  air  inftantly 
took  fire,  and  exploded  with  fuch 
a  ftrong  report,  that  his  hearing, 
as  well  as  mine,  was  much  hurt  by 
it.  The  cork,  which  was  a  very 
found  one,  flew  to  pieces  againft 
the  wall;  and  the  Abbe  felt  fuch 
a  confiderable  fhock  in  his  hands, 
that  he  did  not  think  it  fa fe  to  re- 
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peat  the  experiment,  unlefs  a 
ftronger  piftol  could  be  procured. 

Encouraged  by  fuch  uncommon 
and  unexpected  effects,  I  wrent  im¬ 
mediately  to  Mr.  Nairne  to  enquire, 
whether  he  ftill  had  in  his  pofleflion 
a  ftrong  brafs  air  piftol,  which  he 
had  made  laft  fummer  according  to 
my  direction  r  I  was  lucky  enough, 
to  find  it :  nothing  was  to  be  done 
to  it  but  to  drill  a  touch-hole  in 
the  left  fide  of  it,  in  order  to  kin¬ 
dle  it  by  a  flame  if  required. 
This  touch-hole  was  to  be  fhut  up 
by  a  brafs  male  ferew  fitted  exaCtly 
to  it,  when  the  piftol  was  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  fired  by  an  eleCtrical 
fpark. 

The  air  box  of  this  piftol  was  a 
cylinder  four  inches  long  and  two 
inches  in  diameter.  The  fore 
part  of  the  air  box,  to  which  the 
piftol  barrel  fitted  to  receive  a 
leaden  ball  or  a  cork  was  fixed, 
had  a  broad  ihoulder,  which  was 
faftened  to  the  body  of  the  air  box 
by  fix  ftrong  brafs  ferews,  which 
never  had  been  loofened  by  former 
explofions.  A  leaden  bullet,  wrap¬ 
ped  up  in  leather,  was  forcibly 
rammed  into  the  piftol  barrel  as 
far  as  the  ferew,  which  joins  the  bar¬ 
rel  with  the  air  bo-1”  The  piftol  was 
filled  with  pure  dephlogifticated 
air  (which  was  drawn-in  by  the 
pifton  from  an  elallic  gum  bottle), 
and  one  drop  of  rnther  being  pour¬ 
ed  into  it,  the  air  within  was  kin¬ 
dled  by  an  eleCtrical  fpark  directed 
through  it.  The  air  took  fire : 
the  explofion  was  as  loud  as  that 
of  a  common  mufket,  and  the 
force  fo  great,  that  the  whole  fore 
part  of  the  air  box  with  the  piftol 
barrel  flew  off,  all  the  fix  ferews 
were  broke,  and  the  ftrong  and 
tough  metal  of  which  they  were 
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made  was  rent.  Three  ftrong  brafs 
fcrews,  by  which  the  bottom  of 
the  air  box  was  fixed  to  the  wooden 
handle,  were  ioofened,  and  the 
whole  frame  of  the  piftol  was  out 
of  order.  The  fubflance  of  the  air 
barrel,  where  it  was  tore,  was  of 
the  thicknefs  of  about  a  half  crown 
piece. 

Being  now  convinced,  that  tho* 
inflammable  air  from  metals  with 
dephlogifticated  or  common  air,  is 
far  inferior  to  the  force  of  gun¬ 
powder,  the  explofive  force  of  the 
compound  of  dephlogifticated  and 
aether  air  approaches  it  much  near¬ 
er,  I  thought  it  worth  while  to  fit 
the  piftol  up  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  be  out  of  all  danger  of  burfting. 
For  this  purpofe  I  deflred  Mr. 
Nairne  to  adapt,  and  folder  to  the 
fore  part  of  the  air  box,  a  hollow 
cone  of  brafs,  the  extremity  of 
which  fhould  terminate  in  the  gun 
barrel. 

As  the  pifton  could  not  reach  to 
the  extremity  of  this  conical  hol¬ 
low  (which  confequently  muft  be 
always  filled  with  common  air),  I 
defired  him  to  fix  to  the  pifton  an 
ivory  cone,  through  which  the  two 
wires  would  pafs  to  meet  one  ano¬ 
ther  at  the  furface  of  the  cone, 
leaving  an  interftice  between  them 
of  about  one  line,  through  which 
the  eledlrical  fpark  fhould  leap 
and  fet  fire  to  the  air.  This  ivory 
cone  fhutting  up  exadlly  the  whole 
cavity  of  the  air  box,  no  air  could 
come  into  it  but  what  was  drawn 
in  by  the  pifton. 

The  cone,  inftead  of  ivory,  may 
be  made  of  folid  glafs,  which  is  a 
better  non-condudor  than  ivory. 
The  canals  in  the  ivory,  through 
which  the  two  wires  pafs,  may  be 
made  wide  enough  to  contain  a 


glafs  tube,  through  which  the 
wires  pafs  ;  or  to  be  filled  with  a 
non-conduding  cement,  as  feal- 
ing  wax,  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
The  cone  may  even  be  made  of 
brafs,  provided  two  glafs  tubes  are 
lodged  in  it,  to  give  a  paflage  to 
the  two  wires. 

I  kindle  this  piflol  fometimes 
by  putting  In  the  touch  hole  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit  of  a  cotton  thread  foaked  in 
moift  gunpowder  and  dried  after¬ 
wards  ;  or  a  bit  of  thofe  paper 
matches  which  the  Chinefe  put 
into  thofe  little  fquibs,  which  go 
by  the  name  of  India  crackers .  I 
fometimes  kindle  it  by  holding  the 
flame  of  a  candle  or  a  burning 
paper  to  the  touch-hole.  In  this 
cafe  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
touch-hole  muft  be  kept  upwards, 
if  the  piflol  is  loaded  with  inflam¬ 
mable  air  from  metals,  becaufe 
this  air  being  lighter  than  common 
air,  will  rife  out  of  the  hole  and 
meet  the  flame.  The  contrary  muft 
be  done  when  aether  air  is  employ¬ 
ed,  it  being  heavier  than  common 
air,  and  thus  difpofed  to  defcend 
and  fall  upon  the  flame  kept  un¬ 
der  it. 

To  fill  this  piflol  with  any  air,. 
I  commonly  firft  fill  an  elaftic  guru 
bottle  with  it,  the  orifice  of  which 
is  juft  big  enough  to  receive  that 
part  of  the  gun.  barrel  which  is 
fixed  to  the  air  box  :  thus,  by 
fquetzing  be  'ween  my  feet  the 
elaftic  gum  bottle,  I  draw  in  at 
the  fame  time  the  air  by  drawing 
up  the  pifton.  A  bladder  is  alfo 
very  fit  for  this  purpofe,  and  has 
the  advantage  above  an  elaftic  gum 
bottle  in  not  requiring  to  be  fqueez- 
ed  to  draw  the  air  out  of  it. 

Inflammable  air  from  metals 
Will  rife  in  the  piflol  of  itfelf,  when 
5  it* 
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its  orifice  is  kept  upon  the  bottle 
containing  it. 

If  the  piflol  is  deftined  to  be  al¬ 
ways  kindled  by  the  flame  of  a 
candle  or  a  match,  as  I  have  de- 
fcribed,  it  would  be  better  to  have 
no  pifton  to  it,  as  it  may  then  be 
filled  by  the  means  of  water,  and 
the  explolive  force  will  be  fo  much 
the  greater,  as  fome  of  the  flame 
makes  eaflly  its  way  over  the  lea¬ 
ther  of  the  pifton,  and  rufhes  out 
backward,  which,  I  find,  is  often 
the  cafe,  if  the  bullet  is  rammed  in 
the  barrel  fomewhat  too  tightly. 

It  would,  perhaps,  not  be  an 
eafy  undertaking  to  give  a  fatis- 
fadtory  reafon,  why  a  drop  of  aether 
communicates  to  dephlogifticated 
air  a  much  ftronger  explofive  force 
than  common  inflammable  air 
from  metals.  May  it  not  be  faid, 
that  common  inflammable  air  from 
metals,  having  only  about  one 
fifth  of  the  fpecific  gravity  of  the 
dephlogifticated  air,  the  two  fluids 
do  not  penetrate  one  another  io 
readily  and  fo  intimately  as  the 
compound  of  dephlogifticated  and 
aether  air,  which  are  both  nearly 
of  the  fame  fpecific  gravity,  each 
being  fomewhat  heavier  than  com¬ 
mon  air  ?  for  it  feems  not  impro¬ 
bable,  that  the  fwiftnefs  with 
which  the  flame  is  propagated 
through  the  mafs  of  this  compound 
air,  depends  partly  on  the  inti¬ 
mate  mixture  of  the  phlogifton 
with  the  dephlogifticated  air. 
Might  not  this  phenomenon  be  af- 
cribed  to  the  greater  bulk  of  in¬ 
flammable  air  from  metals  com¬ 
pared  with  the  fmall  compafs  which 
one  Angle  drop  of  aether  occupies, 
which  lall  ingredient,  when  pure, 
feems  to  be  an  eflence  of  the  in¬ 
flammable  principle  of  the  fpirit 
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of  wine,  a  pure  phlogifton  con¬ 
centrated  in  the  form  of  a  liquid? 
Indeed  the  inflammable  air  from 
metals  feems  to  be  rather  a  com¬ 
pound  of  phlogifton  and  fome  kind, 
of  elaftic  permanent  fluid  than  a 
pure  inflammable  fluid ;  for  this 
air,  after  having  loft  ail  its  in¬ 
flammability,  by  being  kept  a  long 
while  upon  water,  occupies  ftill  a 
confiderable  fpace,  and  is  then 
become  phlogifticated  air ;  that  is 
to  fay,  fuch  an  air  as  is  not  to  be 
diminifhed  by  nitrous  air,  or  to  be 
inflamed. 

Though  I  have  no  reafon  to  al¬ 
ter  my  former  aflertion,  that  the 
force  of  gunpowder  is  proportion- 
able  to  the  fudden  extrication  of  a 
great  quantity  of  the  elaftic  fluid 
generated  in  the  moment  of  con¬ 
flagration,  and  the  expan flon  of 
this  fluid  by  heat,  communicated 
to  it  in  the  fame  moment  of  its 
extrication  ;  and  that  the  force  of 
inflammable  explofive  air  can  only 
be  proportionable  to  the  fudden 
expanfion  by  heat  in  the  moment 
of  the  inflammation  (for  no  new 
extrication  here  takes  place)  ;  yet 
I  did  not  confider  enough  in  the 
account  the  fuddennefs  of  this  ex- 
panflon,  which  may  make  a  con¬ 
siderable  difference  in  the  force 
of  the  explofion.  And  indeed  the 
abovementioned  experiments  feem 
to  demonftrate,  that  the  inflam¬ 
mation  of  the  compound  of  pure 
dephlogifticated  and  tether  air 
fpreads  with  fuch  a  velocity  through 
the  whole  mafs  as  to  be  almoft  in- 
ftantaneous. 

It  is  well  known,  that  mechani¬ 
cal  power  chiefly  depends  upon 
the  velocity  with  which  a  body  is 
endowed  in  the  inftant  of  exerting 
it  j  or  that  the  momentum ,  or  force 
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of  a  body,  muft  be  computed  by 
multiplying  the  quantity  of  matter 
into  the  velocity  with  which  it 
moves.  Thus,  if  this  new  com¬ 
pound  of  dephlogifticated  and 
aether  air  expands  with  ten  times 
greater  velocity  than  any  other  in¬ 
flammable  explofive  air,  its  force 
will  be  about  ten  times  greater. 

As  it  feems  to  be  probable, 
from  what  is  already  faid,  that  this 
compound  of  explofive  air  may  be 
put  to  more  ufes  than  that  of  an 
amuflng  experiment,  I  think  it 
worth  while  for  men  engaged  in 
this  branch  of  natural  philofophy 
to  look  out  for  a  method  of  pro¬ 
ducing  at  pleafure  any  quantity 
of  dephlogiihcated  air  required, 
Coniidering  the  rapid  progrefs 
which  is  daily  made  on  the  im¬ 
portant  fubieft  of  air,  I  cannot 
but  flatter  myfelf,  that  this  great 
dileovery  is  not  far  off.  The  be¬ 
nefit  which  would  arife  from  fuch 
a  difcGvery  for  animal  life  muft 
encourage  every  philofopher  to 
purfue  this  objedt.  Indeed,  if  we 
conflder  that  nitre  contains  this 
wonderful  aerial  fluid  in  a  moil 
concentrated  Hate,  and  that  the 


nitrous  acid  feems  to  be  nothing 
elfe  but  this  beneficial  fluid  com¬ 
bined  with  phlogiflon,  which  feems 
to  be  imbibed  by  the  vegetable  al¬ 
kali,  when  the  acid  is  expelled 
by  heat  in  the  form  of  this  air ; 
that  this  beneficial  aerial  fluid  ex- 
ifts  alfo,  in  a  moil  concentrated 
ftate,  in  bodies  almoft  every  where 
to  be  found,  as  are  calces  of  metal, 
principally  that  of  iron  ;  that  com¬ 
mon  water  contains  it  in  great 
abundance,  fo  that  the  light  and 
warmth  of  the  fun  extracts  it  to 
one  fifteenth  of  the  bulk  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  as  Dr.  Prieftley  found,  that 
even  the  mafs  of  our  atmofphere  is 
nothing  elfe  but  this  very  air  foiled 
with  impurities.  If  we  conflder,  I 
fay,  all  this,  is  it  not  reafonable 
to  hope,  that  we  are  near  the  im¬ 
portant  inflant  when  this  falubrious 
aerial  fluid  will  be  procured  for 
many  ufeful  purpofes  in  a  fufHcient 
quantity,  either  by  the  difcovery 
of  a  ready  way  to  let  loofe  this  aii* 
from  the  bodies  in  which  it  is  as  it 
were  imprifoned,  or  by  filtrating 
or  purifying  common  air  from  it's 
impurities. 
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Olfervations  on  Mineral  Poi/ons, 

OUR  VoL  for  the  year  1778 
contained  .an  account  of 
Monf.  Navier’s  propofal  of  the 
liver  of  fulphur  as  an  antidote  # 
•againft  certain  metallic  poifons. 
This  idea,  it  appears  however, 
has  long  before  occurred  to,  and 
been  fuccefsfully  applied  by, 
others.  We  have  fince  feen  a 
paper  on  this  fubjeCt,  inferred  in 
the  6th  vol.  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  Commentaries,  wherein 
alkaline  falts  are  recommended  on 
the  fame  principle.  The  directions 
there  laid  down  are  full,  clear  and 
eafy,  being  drawn  up  with  a  view 
to  fupply  the  omiffion  on  this  head 
in  Tiflot  and  Buchan,  authors  on 
whom  the  public  rely  greatly  and 
juftly,  but  who  have  not  noticed 
this  efficacious  remedy.  As  the 
particular  fpecies  of  poifon  taken 
is  often  rrot  ascertained,  -and  the 
effedls  produced  by  it  are  fo  fudden 
as  fometimes  not  to  admit  of  calling 
in  medical  afiiftance,  it  is  of  im¬ 
portance  that  a  method  which  bids 
fo  fair  to  be  attended  with  fuccefs 
ihould  be  extenfively  known. 

We  therefore  lay  before  our 
readers  the  concluding  paragraphs 
,of  that  paper;  in  the  former  part 
of  which  is  given  the  cafe  of  two 


women  poifoned  at  Liverpool,  in 
April  1774,  with  corroftve  fub- 
limate,  one  of  whom  died,  the 
other,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
Houllton,  took  the  alkali,  by 
which  the  found  inftant  relief,  and 
foon  perfectly  recovered.  The 
conclusion  he  draws  from  the 
hiftory  of  this  cafe  is  as  follows : 

*  In  all  cafes  of  poifon  it  Is 

*  prudent  immediately  to  give  a 

*  Ibludon  of  an  alkali,  followed 

*  by  a  vomit.  If  the  poifon  be 

*  corrolive  fublimate,  an  alkali,, 
either  fixed  or  volatile,  will 

'  decompofe  it,  and  precipitate 

*  the  metal  in  a  form  nearly  in~ 

*  offenfiye..  ft  will  haveafimilar 

*  effect  on  the  fugar  of  lead,  the 
extraCt  of  lead,  emetic  tartar, 

*  or  any  metalic  fait.  If  the 

*  poifon  be  arienic,  Newmann 
x  obferves.,  that  “  alkalies  will 

*  very  plentifully  diffolve  it.” 
■*  And  if  fo,  as  it  is  difficultly  fo- 

*  luble  in  water,  the  vomit  will 

*  then  fucceed  the  better  to  dif- 
f  charge  it.  Whether  or  no  ful- 

*  phur,  exhibited  in  any  form, 
1  might  leffen  the  danger  of  arfe- 

*  nic  is  not  clear,  though  thefe 

*  two,  when  united,  are  not  poi- 

*  fonous.  If  the  poifon  be  of  the 

*  .vegetable  clafs,  an  alkali  can  be 
(  of  no  diffeivice,  nor  interfere 
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1  with  the  other  means  of  reme- 

*  dying  by  evacuation,  nor  yet  by 
e  the  i'ubfequent  ufe  of  acids,  fo 

*  ftrongly  in  lifted  on  by  Tiifot,  as 
‘  counteracting  the  effects  of  nar- 
e  cotics ;  fince  acids,  given  to- 

*  gether  with  alkaline  falts,  are 
e  pronounced  to  be  attended  with 
€  great  fuccefs  in  this  cafe,  by  Dr. 
€  Mead  and  others, 

c  To  fupply  the  omiffion  then 

*  in  thofe  popular  writers,  might 

*  not  the  following;  directions  be 

*  given  on  this  fubjeCt  ?’  “  When 
et  fymptoms  of  poifon  appear, 
®c  mix  a  tea-fpoonful  of  any  of 

the  following  articles,  fait  of 
sc  tartar,  fait  of  wormwood,  pearl- 
te  afti,  pot»afh,  fpirit  of  hartfhorn, 
*e  or  fal  volatile,  with  half  a  pint 
te  of  water,  and  of  this  let  one 
*(  half  be  given  to  the  patient  im- 
t(  mediately,  and  the  other  in  a 
<s  fhort  time  afterwards.  It  will 
(i  fometimes  give  great  relief,  and 
the  vomiting  will  ceafe.  That 
te  however  is  ftill  to  be  promoted, 
<{  and  if  it  does  not  return  on 
ec  drinking  of  warm  water.  See. 
st  after  waiting  a  while,  it  will 
tf  be  proper  to  give  a  vomit  of 
ipecacuanha,  or,  if  that  is  not 
*e  fufficient,  one  ftill  ftronger. 
fC  After  each  vomiting,  a  dofe  of 
(f  this  folution  of  fait  of  tartar 
“  ftiould  be  given,  and  it  may 
et  be  repeated  every  two  or  three 
<f  hours,  efpecially  if  the  pain  of 
<f  the  ftomach  returns.  It  ftiould 
be  continued  too,  in  fmall  dofes, 
for  fome  time  after  the  fymp- 
f(  toms  difappear.  If  none  of  thefe 
ec  falts  are  at  hand,  a  little  wood- 
r<  afties  mixed  with  boiling  water 
t{  will  anfwer  the  fame  end,  fuf- 
*c  faring  them  to  ftand  till  they 
et  fettle,  and  pouring  the  water 
**  dear  off,  or  filtering  through 


linen.  By  tailing  it,  the  cie- 
tc  gree  of  faltnefs  will  determine 
(C  if  the  folution  be  ftrong  enough; 
tc  if  it  be  not  difagreeably  lb  it 
(e  may  be  given, ” 

9- 


The  following  Memoir  has  been 
obligingly  communicated  to  us  by. 
Dr.  Percival,  whofe  zeal  in 
whatever  relates  to  the  inter  efts 
of  Jbciety ,  can  only  be  equalled 
by  his  profound  and  extenfive 
knowledge  of  thofe  fubjetts  that 
are  moft  ejfentially  calculated  to 
promote  them . 

fo  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of 
Stamford,  Prefident  of  the  Agri¬ 
culture  Society  at  Manchefter. 

My  Lord, 

^TP'HE  following  account  of  a 
Jl  new  method  of  making  pot- 
alh  was  lately  read  before  the  Royal 
Society,  and  will  be  inferted  in 
the  next  publication  of  that  learned 
body.  But  as  the  difeovery  is 
highly  interefting  to  the  farmer, 
and  the  Philofophical  TranfaCtions 
are  in  few  hands,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  communicating  it  to  the  AgrL 
culture  Society. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
my  lord,  your  iordihip’s 
moft  faithful  humble 
Manchefter ,  fervant, 

April  19, 1780.  Tho,  Percival. 

An  Account  of  a  new  and  cheap 
Method  of  preparing  Pot-ajhes ; 
with  Obfer  vat  ions. 

^IT^HE  Agriculture  Society  at 
X  '  Manchefter  have  long  re¬ 
commended  the  making  of  refer- 
voirs*  for  the  water  which  flows 
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from  dunghills  in  farm-yards. 
This  water  is  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  the  falts  and  putrid  matter 
of  the  dunghill ;  and  by  ftagnation, 
it  acquires  a  much  higher  degree 
of  putrefcency,  and  probably  be¬ 
comes  proportionably  more  replete 
with  falts.  When  thus  collected 
and  improved,  it  is  pumped  into 
an  hoglhead,  which  being  drawn 
upon  a  Hedge  or  fmall  cart,  is 
conveyed  into  the  meadows,  for 
the  purpofe  of  lprinkling  them 
with  this  rich  manure.  This  im¬ 
portant  improvement  in  rural 
ceconomy,  I  apprehend,  has  not 
been  extended  much  beyond  the 
diltriCt  of  our  fociety  ;  and  it  feems 
to  be  unknown  to  one  of  the  lateft, 
and  moft  intelligent  writers  on 
hufbandry.  For  Lord  Kaims,  in 
a  recent  work  on  this  fubjeCt,  of 
which  he  has  favoured  me  with  a 
copy,  has  not  even  mentioned  it. 

But  thefe  refervoirs  may  be  ap¬ 


plied  to  a  purpofe  Hill  more  fub” 
fervient  to  public  utility,  than 
that  above  defcribed.  Jofiah  Birch, 
Efq.  a  gentleman,  who  carries  on 
an  extenlive  manufactory,  and 
bleaches  his  own  yarn,  about  fix 
months  ago,  was  induced,  by  a 
happy  turn  of  thought,  to  try 
whether  the  dunghill  water  might 
not  be  converted  into  pot-alhes. 
He  accordingly  evaporated  a  large 
quantity  of  it,  and  burnt  the  re- 
fiduum  in  an  oven  ;  the  product  of 
which  fo  perfectly  anfwered  his 
expectations,  that  he  has  ever  fince 
continued  to  prepare  thefe  alhes, 
and  to  employ  them  in  the  procefs 
of  bucking.  A  Itranger  to  that 
narrownefs  of  fpirit,  which  feeks 
the  concealment  of  a  lucrative 
dilcovery,  he  is  defirous  that  it 
fhould  be  communicated  to  the 
Royal  Society,  and  has  furnilhed 
me  with  the  following  account, 
together  with  the  plan  annexed*. 

“  The 
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The  quantity  of  muck  water 
es  ufed,  was  twenty  -  four  wine 
**  pipes  full ;  which  employed  a 
114  man  and  two  horfes  two  days, 
ec  to  cart  it  from  the  pump  to  the 
gf  pan  wherein  in  was  boiled:  but 
ct  this  expence  I  fhall  now  fav.e ; 
gt  as  I  (hall  lay  a  fough  of  brick, 
£S  which  will  convey  it  from  the 
e<  pump  to  the  boiler.  The  coals 
tf  C  pfed  to  boil  and  burn  it,  were 


<£  onehundred  and  twenty  balketsj 
tf  and  I  fuppofe  each  balket  weighs 
((  fix  fcore  pounds,  or  upwards. 
t(  One  man  was  occupied  three 
tf  weeks  in  boiling  and  burning. 
<e  The  quantity  of  allies  made, 
was  9  cwt.  1  qr.  12  lb.  well 
t£  worth,  at  the  prefent  price  of 
"  allies  here,  twp  guineas  per 
“  hundred. 


af  9  cwt.  1  qr.  12  lb.  at  42s.  per  cwt  -  -  ^19  :  13  :  © 

A  man  and  two  horfes  two  days,  at  6s.  £0  ;  12  :  o 
st  120  bafkets  of  coals,  at  5d.  per  balket,  2:10:0 
iS  A  man’?  wages  for  three  weeks,  *  1:7:0 

- -  £  4  :  9:0 

<£15  :  4  ;  0 


the  referVoir,  through  proper 
iluices,  into  (hallow  troughs  or 
ponds,  of  fuch  extent  as  to  afford 
a  fufikient  furface  for  the  action  of 
the  fun  and  wind  Thefe  might 
be  covered  in  rainy  weather  with 
awnings  of  canvafs,  painted  on 
the  outfide  black,  and  white  on 
the  infide  ;  the  former  with  a  view 
to  abforb,  the  latter  to  refled  the 
ravs  of  light. 

This  pot-afh  is  of  a  greyifh  white 
appearance,  deliquefces  a  little  in 
moifl  air,  but  if  kept  in  a  dry  room 

near 

ee  N°.  1.  The  dunghill. 

€e  2.  A  fough,  .or  drain,,  round  the  bottom  of  the  dunghill. 
tf  3.  A  hole,  or  pit,  to  receive  the  muck  water  from  N°.  1. 

4.  A  well,  to  receive  the  muck  water  from  the  pit,  wherein  a  pump 
e(  is  fixed  to  convey  it  to  the  pan,  N°.  5,  in  which  it  is  boiled  to  the  confidence 
of  treacle,  and  afterwards  burned  in  an  oyen.  The  pan,  N°.  5,  is  formed 
t(  at  the  bottom  of  iron  plates  j  and  turned  up  a  little  round  the  edges,  to 
et  which  deal  planks  are  icrewed,  fo  as  to  make  it  about  twenty  inches  in 
££  depth.” 

*  The  following  abridged  view  of  a  meteorological  regifter,  which  I  kept 
with  great  exadnefs  during  the  years  1774  and  1775,  maY  throw  fome  light 
on  the  practicability  of  this  plan  in  the  climate  of  Lancafhire,  which,  I  believe, 
is  nearly  the  fame  as  that  of  mod  oi  the  ether  weftern  counties  of  England. 

•  *774- 


et  The  gain  therefore  amounts  to 
ei  .£15:4:0,  deduding  only  a 
gi  trifle  for  the  wear  of  the  pan 
*e  and  oven.5* 

The  profits  arifmg  from  this 
preparation  of  pot-afh,  are  fuffi- 
ciently  evinced  by  the  foregoing 
cftimate  ;  and  they  may,  perhaps, 
admit  of  increafe  by  future  im¬ 
provements.  In  the  fpring  and 
furnmer  feafons,  I  fhould  fuppofe, 
the  evaporation  might  be  carried 
on  without  the  aid  of  fire  ;  by  con¬ 
veying  the  dunghill  water  from 
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near  the  fire,  acquires  a  powdery 
furface.  It  is  hard,  and  of-'  a 
fpongy  texture  when  broken,  with 
many  fmall  cryftals  in  its  fubftance. 
The  colour  of  its  internal  parts  is 
dufky,  and  variegated.  To  the 
tafte,  it  is  acrid,  faline^  and  ful- 
phureous.  It  emits  no  fmell  of 
volatile  alkali  either  in  a  folid 
form,  difiolved,  or  when  added  to 
lime-water ;  neither  does  it  com¬ 
municate  the  fapphire  colour  to  a 
folution  of  blue  vitriol.  Silver  is 
quickly  tinged  black  by  it,  a  proof 
that  it  contains  much  phlogifton. 
Ten  grains  of  this  pot-afh  required 
eleven  drops  of  the  weak  fpirit  of 
vitriol  to  faturate  them  :  the  like 
quantity  of  fait  of  tartar  required, 
of  the  fame  acid,  twenty-four 
drops.  A  ftrong  effervefcence  oc¬ 
curred  in  both  mixtures:  from  the 
former,  a  lulphureous  vapour  was 
exhaled.  A  tea-fpoonful  of  the 
fvrup  of  violets,  diluted  with  an 
ounce  of  water,  was  changed  into 
a  bright  green  colour  by  five  grains 
of  the  fait  of  tartar;  but  ten  grains 
of  this  new  pot-afh  were  necefiary 
to  produce  the  fame  hue  in  a  fimi- 
lar  mixture.  Half  an  ounce  of  the 


pot-afh  difiolved  entirely  in  half 
a  pint  of  hot  water ;  but  when  the 
liquor  was  cold,  a  large  purple 
fediment  fubfided  to  the  bottom  : 
and  it  was  found,  that  this  fedi¬ 
ment  amounted  to  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  quantity  of 
allies  ufed. 

I  have  not  leifure  at  prefent  to 
profecute  thefe  experiments  far¬ 
ther  ;  and  fhall  therefore  content 
myfelf  with  making  a  few  general 
obfervations  on  the  fads  which 
have  been  advanced. 

1 .  This  pot-afh  is  a  true  fixed  ve¬ 
getable  alkali,  and  a  produd  of 
putrefadion  which  has  not,  that  I 
recoiled,  been  noticed  by  the 
chemifts.  A  very  celebrated  writer 
has  even  in  exprefs  terms  afierted, 
that  • f  all  vegetables,  not  except- 
“  ing  thofe  which  in  their  natural 
tf  fiate  furnifh  afhes  containing 
“  much  fixed  alkali,  when  burnt, 
“  after  their  acid  has  been  altered 

by  a  compleat  putrefadion, 
“  leave  afhes  entirely  free  from 
“  alkali 

2.  The  quantity  of  alkali  con¬ 
tained  in  this  pot-afh  may,  with 
fome  probability,  be  eftimated  at 
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July,  Aug.  Sep. 

75 

53 

66 

26 

74 

48 

62  30 

0  J* 

pdt.  Nov.  Dec. 

60  30 

43 

49 

64 

32 

50  2S* 

c/i  *- 

c 

43  i* 
T?  a 

* 

52>25 

Mean  heat. 

x  S9 

176 

55>  7 

M^an  heqt. 

215  136 

The  thermometer  was  made  by  Dollqnd,  and  graduated  according  to  the 
fcale  of  Farenheit.  It  was  placed  in  the  open  air,  and  in  a  northern  expofure. 
The  column  of  rainy  days  expreffes  the  leaji  as  well  as  th e  great ej}  quantity  of 
rain  ;  the  column  of  dry  includes  only  thofe  days  in  which  not  a  lingle  fhower 
was  noticed.  The  day  comprehends  twenty-four  hours.  About  thirty-three 
inches  of  rain,  at  a  medium,  fall  yearly  in  Manchefier. 

*  Macquer’s  Dictionary  of  Chemifiry,  article  Alkali, 

about 
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about  one-third  of  its  weight ;  purple  fediment,  which  fubiide§ 
whereas  the  white  Mufcovy  alhes  when  this  pot-aih  is  lixiviated, 
are  faid  to  yield  only  one-eighth  might  not  be  applied  tothemanu- 
part*.  Of  its  impurities,  fulphur  faCture  of  Pruffian  blue;  or  ufed 
is  the  molt  injurious  to  its  bleach-  in  the  manner  recommended  by 
ing  powers,  and  Ihould,  in  the  Mr.  Macquer,  for  dying  wool  and 
preparation  of  it,  be  carefully  fe-  filk.  See  the  Memoirs  of  the 
parated.  A  longer-continued,  and  French  Academy  for  the  year 
more  gentle  calc:  ation,  in  a  fur-  1749  +• 

Jiace  fupplied  with  a  fufficient  cur-  5.  The  farmer,  though  he  live 
rent  of  air,  might,  perhaps,  anfwer  at  a  diftance  from  the  manufactures 
this  end.  But  the  moft  effectual  in  which  pot-alb  is  employed,  may 
method  would  be  to  lixiviate  the  find  his  account  in  preparing  it 
falts  with  pure  water,  after  a  mo-  from  dunghili  water.  For  it  will 
derate  fufion,  and  then  to  evapo-  furnilh  him  with  a  top-dreffing  for 
rate  them  flowly  to  drynefs.  It  his  garden  and  land,  of  great  fer- 
muit  however  be  remarked,  that  tilizing  powers.  But  if  fewei  be 
in  thus  freeing  the  pot-afh  from  dear  where  he  refides,  and  neceffa- 
phlogiitic  matter,  another  impurity  ries  wanting  for  the  conftru&ion  of 
is  generated,  for  both  the  aCtion  a  furnace,  the  limple  evaporation  of 
of  lire,  and  the  folution  in  water,  the  water  may  fuffice.  And  the 
convert  into  earth,  a  portion  of  the  putrid  lye,  thus  reduced  to  a  folid 
alkaline  fait.  form,  will  prove  to  be  a  rich  ma- 

3.  No  quick-lime  appears  to  be  nure.  At  Hart-hill,  my  fummer 
contained  in  this  pot-alh :  for  a  abode,  about  three  miles  from 
folution  of  it,  poured  from  its  Manchefter,  I  have  lately  praCtifed 
fediment,  remained  clear,  though  a  method  of  making  a  compoft  of 
long  expofed  to  the  air.  Nor  did  dunghill  water.  The  weeds  and 
it  acquire  any  miikinefs  by  being  Takings  of  the  garden,  the  dreffings 
blown  into  from  the  lungs.  But  of  the  fields,  the  leaves  blown  from 
perhaps  the  addition  of  this  cauilic  the  trees,  and  other  refufe  matters, 
fabftance,  in  a  due  proportion,  are  put  together  near  the  refervoir; 
would  increafe  its  aClivity  and  out  of  which  the  water  is  occa- 
value,  when  employed  in  many  fionally  pumped,  and  fcattered 
of  the  arts.  For  the  Ruffian  pot-  over  the  heap.  So  ftrong  a  fer- 
afh  is  more  pungent  to  the  tafte,  ment  almoft  inftantly  excites  pti- 
faturates  a  larger  proportion  of  trefaCtion ;  and  thefe  vegetable 
acid,  and  dilfolves  oils  more  pow-  fubftances  are  foon  converted  into 
erfully  than  the  purer  alkaline  a  fertile  mould,  which,  retaining 
falts.  And  Dr.  Home  has  provedf,  the  falts  and  oils  of  the  dunghill 
that  thefe  qualities  depend  on  a  water,  buffers  the  fuperfluous 
large  admixture  of  quick-lime.  moillure  to  exhale  into  the  air,  or 

4.  It  would  be  worthy  of  trial,  to  percolate  through  it.  And  I 
to  afcertain  whether  the  large  have  found  by  experience,  that  the 

*  Home  on  Bleaching,  page  157. 

4  Effay  on  Bleaching. 

£  See  alio  Neumann’s  Chemiflry,  by  Lewis. 


compel!. 
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compoft,  thus  prepared,  is  laid  on 
the  meadows  at  lei's  expence,  and 
that  it  is  more  efficacious  and  du¬ 
rable  in  its  operation,  than  the 
Sprinklings  which,  at  hated  times, 
they  formerly  received.  For  my 
land,  though  good,  and  in  fine 
condition,  is  light  and  Tandy;  and 
the  dunghill  water  quickly  palled 
below  the  roots  of  the  vegetables, 
which  grow  upon  its  furface. 

Postscript. 

It  has  been  fuggefted  to  me, 
that  the  foregoing  difcovery  has 
no  claim  to  the  patronage  of  the 
Agriculture  Society,  becaufe  in 
this  manufacturing  county  it  may 
eventually  tend  to  check  the  cul¬ 
tivation  of  land,  by  robbing  it  of 
one  fpecies  of  manure.  But  I 
conceive  the  operation  of  it  will 
be  entirely  the  reverfe  :  for  it  will 
promote  the  collection  of  every 
putrefcent  article,  and  thus  aug¬ 
ment  the  farmer’s  dunghill,  at  the 
fame  time  that  it  excites  a  more 
univerfal  attention  to  the  preferva- 
tion  of  muck  water;  the  refervoirs 
for  which  are  yet  few,  and  have 
been  made  chiefly  by  thofe  who 
follow  hufbandry  for  amufement, 
and  not  as  an  occupation.  The 
public  therefore  will  be  gainers 
both  by  the  faving,  and  by  the  ac- 
quifition;  and  a  twofold  branch 
of  rural  ceconomy  will  be  eftablifh- 
ed,  at  once  lucrative  to  the  huf- 
bandman,  and  important  to  the 
artifl  and  manufacturer. 

But  admitting  all  the  fuppofed 
force  of  the  allegation,  it  mult 
furely  be  acknowledged,  that  the 
main  defign  of  our  inftitution  is 
to  increafe  the  produCtivenefs  of 
agriculture,  by  Simulating  the 
farmer  to  every  beneficial  under¬ 
taking,  confident  with  his  profef- 
fion.  Now  in  this  cafe,  the  bene¬ 


ficial  is  beft  meafured  by  the  FIu- 
dibraftic  Sandard:  for, 

“  What’s  the  value  of  a  thing  ? 

“  But  fo  much  money  as  ’twill  bring?" 

I  truft,  therefore,  that  the  So¬ 
ciety  will  not,  by  declining  to  pa¬ 
tronize  the  prefent  difcovery,  juf- 
tify  the  farcafm  of  an  ingenious 
poet  of  this  place,  who  has  hu- 
moroufly  charged  fome  of  us  with 
teaching, 

u  By  crops  increas'd,  and  profits  lefs, 

“  The  way  t’  enrich  the  nation.” 


Caution  in  building  Magazines  fo ? 

Gunpowder . 

dreadful  accidents  which 
j|  happen  from  the  explofion 
of  magazines  or  mills  for  the  ma¬ 
nufacturing  of  gunpowder,  make 
every  hint  that  may  tend  to  the 
prevention  of  fuch  calamities  of 
the  utmoft  importance  to  the  pub¬ 
lic.  On  that  account,  we  Shall 
Submit  to  our  readers  without  fur¬ 
ther  apology  the  following  fa&s, 
which  have  already  appeared  in 
fome  of  the  public  papers. 

“  A  gentleman,  in  a  letter  from 
Withington,  in  Glouceiterlhire, 
fays,  an  accident,  which  happened 
to  me  a  few  days  fince,  may  fug¬ 
ged:,  perhaps,  an  ufeful  caution 
to  fome  of  your  readers.  On  the1 
table  I  was  writing  at,  Hood  a 
fmall  glafs  decanter,  and  near  that 
lay  my  handkerchief;  the  fun 
(through  a  faffi-window,  which 
was  down,  and  at  a  considerable 
difiance)  fhone  full  upon  the  de¬ 
canter,  which,  collecting  the  rays 
into  a  point  or  focus,  fet  fire  to 
the  handkerchief,  and,  if  I  had 
not  been  in  the  room,  might  have 
had  very  ferious  conSequences.” 

Thus 
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Thus  far, the  writer,  and,  to  con¬ 
firm  the  fad,  I  fhall  mention  a 
melancholy  event  which  happened 
fome  years  ago  in  Surrey. 

About  a  mile  from  the  place 
were  feveral  mills  for  making 
gunpowder ;  one  morning  the 
whole  neighbourhood  was  alarmed 
by  a  violent  explofion,  which 
fhook  the  houfes  for  fevferal  miles 
round,  and  was  followed  by  a 
column  of  fmoak  and  fire,  which 
towered  high  in  the  air,  aild  was 
vifible  at  a  Vaft  diftance.  When 
the  conciiffion  was  over,  I  viiited 
the  fpot,  and  beheld  the  mangled 
bodies  of  fjur  poor  men,  thrown 
at  the  diftance  of  more  than  ioo 
yards  from  each  other,  whole  fcat- 
tered  limbs  were  collected  toge¬ 
ther,  and  buried  in  one  common 
grave  in  a  church-yard  belonging 
to  the  parifh.  In  taking  a  view  of 
the  other  mills,  which  were  left 
handing,  I  obferved  that  fome  of 
the  windows  were  glazed  with 
very  coarfe  glafs,  full  of  convex 
blifters;  and,  as  the  day  of  this 
dreadful  calamity  was  remarkably 
hot,  I  thought  it  not  unlikely 
that  a  focus  might  be  formed 
through  one  of  thefe  glafs  blifters, 
which  would  eafily  fet  fire  to  fome 
of  the  gunpowder,  which  thefe 
poor  men  were  granulating  in 
jfieves  when  this  unhappy  cataf- 
trophe  befel  them.  This  conjec¬ 
ture  I  remember  well  to  have 
made  at  the  time,  and,  to  ftiew 
that  it  was  very  pollible,  as  foon 
as  I  got  home  I  twilled  up  fome 
gunpowder  in  brown  paper,  and 
fet  fire  to  it  through  a  decanter  of 
•water,  by  the  focus  which  the  fun 
formed  upon  the  paper  till  it  took 
lire,  and  went  off  with  an  explo- 
iion.  This  event,  and  the  hint 
from  the  gentleman  in  Gloucefter- 


ftiire,  convince  me  that  the  win¬ 
dows  of  all  buildings  containing 
fuch  combuftible  materials,  fhouid 
be  only  towards  the  north,  where 
the  fun  can  never  produce  the  like 
effeft. 

To  the  above  we  will  add  a  cir- 
cumftance  which  happened  about 
twenty-five  years  ago  in  Norfolk. 
A  gentleman,  who  had  been  en¬ 
tertaining;  fome  friends  after  din- 
ner,  invited  them  to  take  a  walk, 
leaving  a  decanter  half  full  of  wa¬ 
ter  on  the  table.  The  fervant, 
who  went  in  to  clear  away,  to  his 
great  furprize  found  the  window- 
Ihutters  on  fire,  occafioned  by  the 
rays  of  the  fun,  which  Ihone  full 
upon  the  decanter,  and  which, 
having  thus  fet  the  Ihutters  in  a 
blaze,  might  foon  have  deftroyed 
the  whole  houfe,  had  it  not  been 
timely  difcovered.  It  is  alfo  a 
well-known  pradlice  at  Oxford, 
where  firing  is  very  dear,  for  the 
fmoakers  to  light  their  pipes, 
during  the  fummer  months,  by 
the  help  of  a  decanter  of  water. 


An  Account  of  a  Method  for  the 
fafe  Removal  of  Ships  that  have 
been  driven  on  Shore ,  and  da¬ 
maged  in  their  Bottoms,  to  places 
( hovsever  dijlahtj  for  repairing 
them .  By  Mr.  William  Barnard, 
Shipbuilder ,  Grove  Street,  Dept¬ 
ford  ;  communicated  by  Nevil 
Mafkelyne,  D.D.F.R.S.  and 
Afronomer  Royal . 

[ From  the  Pbilofophical  FranfaElicms 

Read  Dec.  23,  1779. 

Deptford,  April  14,  1779^ 

N  the  fhores  of  this  ifland, 
diftinguifhed  for  its  formi¬ 
dable  fleets  and  extenfive  com¬ 
merce. 


/ 
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merce,  and  fo  particularly  fituated, 
there  mud  neceflarily  be  many 
Ihipwrecks:  every  hint  by  which 
the  didrefs  of  our  fellow  creatures 
may  be  alleviated,  or  any  faving 
of  property  made  to  individuals 
in  luch  fit  nations,  lbould  be  com¬ 
municated  for  their  good.  As 
the  members  of  the  Royal  Society 
have  it  in  their  power  to  make 
fuch  hints  mod:  univerfally  known/ 
1  have  been  induced,  from  their 
readinefs  to  receive  every  ufeful 
information,  to  lay  before  them 
a  particular  account  of  the  fuccefs 
attending  a  method  for  the  fafe 
romoval  of  fhips  that  have  been 
driven  on  fhore,  and  damaged  in 
their  bottoms,  to  places  (however 
didant)  for  repairing  them  ;  I 
hope,  therefore,  they  will  excufe 
the  liberty  I  have  taken  in  pre- 
fenting  this  to  them.  Should  the 
fociety  honour  me  by  recording  it, 
it  will  make  me  the  mod  ample 
fatisfaftion  for  my  attention  to  it, 
and  afford  me  the  greated  plea- 
fure. 

On  January  the  id,  1779,  irt 
a  mod  dreadful  dorm,  the  York 
Ead  Indiamen,  of  eight  hundred 
tons,  homeward  bound,-  with  a 
pepper  cargo,  parted  her  cables  in 
Margate  Roads,  and  was  driven 
on  fhore,  within  one  hundred  feet 
Of  the  head,  and  thirty  feet  of  the 
fide,  of  Margate  Pier,  then  draw¬ 
ing  twenty- two  feet  fix  inches 
water,  the  flow  of  a  good  fpring 
tide  being  only  fourteen  feet  at 
that  place. 

On  the  3d  of  the  fame  month  I 
Went  down,  as  a  fhip- builder,  to 
adid  as  much  as  lay  in  my  power 
my  worthy  friend  Sir  Richard 
Hotham,  to  whom  tho  fhip  be¬ 
longed.  I  found  her  perfectly  up- 
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right,  and  her  fhere  (or  fide  ap¬ 
pearance)  the  fame  as  when  firll 
built,  but  funk  to  the  twelve  feet 
water  mark  fore  and  aft  in  a  bed 
of  chalk  mixed  with  ar  diff  blue 
clay,  exactly  the  fhape  of  her  body 
below  that  draft  of  water;  and 
from  the  rudder  being  torn  from 
her  as  fhe  druck  coming  on  fhore, 
and  the  violent  agitation  of  the 
fea  after  her  being  there,  her  dera 
was  fo  greatly  injured  as  to-  admit 
free  accefs  thereto,  which  filled 
her  for  four  days  equal  to  the  flow 
of  the  tide.  Having  fully  inform¬ 
ed  myfelf  of  her  fituation  and  the 
flow  of  fpring  tides,  and  being 
clearly  of  opinion  fhe  might  be 
again  got  ofr,  l  recommended,  as 
the  fird  neceflary  dep,  the  imme¬ 
diate  difcharge  of  the  cargo;,  and, 
in  the  progrefs-  of  that  buflrtefs,  1 
found  the  tide  always  flowed  to 
the  fame  height  on  the  fhip ;  and 
when-  the  cargo  was  half  difcharg- 
ed,  and  I  knew  the  remaining 
part  ihould  not  make  her  draw 
more  than  eighteen  feet  water, 
and  while  I  was  obferving  the  wa¬ 
ter  at  twenty-two  feet  fix  inches 
by  the  fhip’s  marks,  fhe  indantly 
lifted  to  feventeen  feet  eight 
inches,  the  water  and  air  being 
before  excluded  by  her  prefTure  on 
the  clay,  and  the  atmoiphere  act¬ 
ing  upon  her  upper  part  equal  to 
fix  hundred  tons,  which  is  the 
weight  of  water  difplaced  at  the 
difference  of  thofe  two  draughts  of 
water. 

The  moment  the  fhip  lifted,  I 
difcovered  fhe  had  received  more 
damage  than  was  at  fird  appre¬ 
hended,  her  leaks  being  fuch  as 
filled  her  from  four  to  eighteen 
feet  water  in  one  hour  and  a  half. 
As  nothing  ede&ual  was  to  be  ex- 

pe&ed 
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peeled  from  pumping,  feveral  (cut- 
ties  or  holes  in  the  flip’s  fide  were 
made,  and  valves  fixed  thereto, 
•to  draw  off  the  water  to  the  lowed 
ebb  of  the  tide,  to  facilitate  the 
difeharge  of  the  remaining  part  of 
the  cargo  ;  and,  after  many  at¬ 
tempts,  I  fucceeded  in  an  exter¬ 
nal  application  of  Iheep  fkins  fewed 
on  a  fail,  and  thruft  under  the  bot¬ 
tom,  to  flop  the  body  of  water 
from  ruffling  fo  furiouffy  into  the 
fhip.  This  bufmefs  effected,  mo¬ 
derate  pumping  enabled  i>s  to 
keep  the  fhip  to  about  fix  feet  wa¬ 
ter  at  low  water,  and  by  a  vigo¬ 
rous  effort  we  could  bring  the 
ffiip  fo  light  as  (when  the  cargo 
fhould  be  all  difeharged)  to  be 
eafily  removed  into  deeper  water. 
But  as  the  external  application 
might  be  diflurbed  by  fo  doing, 
or  totally  removed  by  the  agita¬ 
tion  of  the  fhip,  it  was  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  provide  fome  perma¬ 
nent  fecurity  for  the  lives  of  thofe 
who  were  to  navigate  her  to  the 
river  Thames.  I  then  recom¬ 
mended,  as  the  cheapeff,  quickeff, 
and  mo  ft  effectual  plan,  to  lay  a 
deck  in  the  hold,  as  low  as  the  wa¬ 
ter  could  be  pumped  to,  framed  fo 
folidly  and  fecurely,  and  caulked 
fo  tight  as  to  fwim  the  fhip  inde¬ 
pendant  of  her  own  leaky  bottom. 

Beams  of  fir  timber,  twelve 
inches  fquare,  were  placed  in  the 
hold  under  every  lower  deck  beam 
in  the  fhip,  as  low  as  the  water  would 
permit ;  thefe  were  in  two  pieces, 
for  the  convenience  of  getting 
them  down,  and  alfo  for  the  bet¬ 
ter  fixing  them  of  an  exadl  length, 
and  well  bolted  together  when  in 
their  places.  Over  thefe  were 
laid  long  Dantzic  deals  of  two 
inches  and  an  half  thick,  well 


nailed  and  caulked.  Againff  the 
flip’s  fide,  all  fore  and  aft,  was 
well  nailed  a  piece  of  fir,  twelve 
inches  broad  and  fix  inches  thick 
on  the  lower,  and  three  inches  on 
the  upper  edge,  to  prevent  the 
deck  from  riling  at  the  fide.  Ovei* 
the  deck,  at  every  beam,  was  laid 
a  crofs  piece  of  fir  timber,  fix 
inches  deep  and  twelve  inches 
broad,  reaching  from  the  pillar  of 
the  hold  to  the  flip’s  fide,  on 
which  the  fhores  were  to  be  placed 
to  refill  the  preffure  of  the  water 
beneath.  On  each  of  thefe,  and 
again  ft  the  lower  deck  beam,  at 
equal  diftance  from  the  fide  and 
middle  of  the  ill  ip,  was  placed  an 
upright  fhore,  fix  inches  by  twelve 
inches,  the  lower  end  let  two 
inches  into  the  crofs  piece.  From 
the  foot  of  this  fhore  to  the  flip’s 
fide,  under  the  end  of  every  lower 
deck  beam,  was  placed  a  diagonal 
fhore,  fix  inches  by  twelve,  to 
eafe  the  flip’s  deck  of  part  of  the 
ftrain  by  throwing  it  on  the  fide. 
A11  upright  fhore,  of  three  inches 
by  twelve,  was  placed  from  the 
end  of  every  crofs  piece  to  the 
lower  deck  beams  at  the  fide ; 
and  one  of  three  inches  by  twelve 
on  the  midffiip  end  of  every  crofs 
piece  to  the  lower  deck  beam, 
and  nailed  to  the  pillars  in  the 
hold.  Two  firm  tight  bulkheads 
or  partitions  were  made  as  near 
the  extremes  of  the  flip  as  pofiible,. 
The  cieling  or  infide  plank  of  the 
fhip  was  very  fecurely  caulked  up 
to  the  lower  deck,  and  the  whole 
formed  a  compleat  flip  with  a  fiat 
bottom  within  fide  to  fwim  the 
outfide  leaky  one ;  and  that  bot¬ 
tom  being  depreffed  fix  feet  be¬ 
low  the  external  water,  refilled 
the  flip’s  weight  above  it,  equal 

to 
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TO  five  hundred  and  eighty-one 
tons,  and  fafely  conveyed  her  to 
the  dry  dock  at  Deptford. 

Since  I  wrote  the  above  account, 
I  have  been  defired  to  ufe  the 
fame  method  on  a  Swedifh  fhip, 
llranded  near  Margate  on  the  fame 
day  as  the  York  Eaft  India-man, 
and  fvvim  her  to  London.  As 
this  fhip  is  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  tons,  and  the  execution  of 
the  bufinefs  fomething  different 
from  what  was  praclifed  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  large  fhip,  I  hope  it 
will  not  be  thought  improper  to 
deferibe  it. 

As  this  fhip’s  bottom  was  fo 
much  injured,  having  loft  eight 
feet  of  her  ftern-poft  and  all  her 
keel,  feveral  floor-timbers  being 
broke,  and  fome  of  the  planks  off 
her  bottom,  (fo  as  to  leave  a  hole 
big  enough  for  a  man  to  come 
through)  feveral  lower  deck  beams 
being  likewife  broke,  and  all  the 
pillars  in  the  hold  broken  and 
wafhed  away ;  I  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  connedl,  in  fome  degree, 
the  fhattered  bottom  with  the 
flip’s  decks,  not  only  to  fupport 
the  temporary  deck  by  which  fie 
was  to  fvvim  up,  but  to  prevent 
the  bottom  being  crufhed  by  the 
weight  of  the  fhip  when  fhe  was 
put  upon  blocks  in  the  dry  dock  : 
to  effect  which,  after  I  had  put 
acrofs  twelve  beams  of  fir,  fix 
inches  by  twelve,  edgeways,  one 
under  every  lower  deck  beam  of 
the  fhip,  and  well  fattened  them 
to  the  fhip’s  fide,  I  placed  two 
upright  pieces  to  each  beam  of  fix 
inches  by  twelve,  fecurely  bolted 
to  the  fides  of  the  keelfon,  and 
fcored  fix  inches  under  the  flip’s 
lower  deck  beams,  and  three 
inches  above  the  beams  of  the 
Vol.  XXIII. 
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temporary  deck,  and  well  faftened 
to  each  :  then  the  deck  was  laid/ 
with  long  two-inch  Dantzic  deals, 
and  well  nailed  and  caulked  ;  the 
flip’s  infide  plank  was  well  caulk¬ 
ed  up  to  the  lower  deck.  A  piece 
of  fir,  of  twelve  inches  broad  and 
two  inches  thick  on  the  upper, 
and  four  inches  on  the  lower  edge, 
was  well  nailed  to  the  flip’s  fide 
all  fore  and  aft,  and  well  caulked 
on  both  edges  to  prevent  the  fide 
of  the  deck  from  leaking,  or  be¬ 
ing  forced  up  by  the  preffure  of 
the  water  againft  the  deck,  a  two- 
inch  deal  or  crofs  piece  was  laid 
over  every  beam  from  the  fhip’s 
fide  to  the  uprights  at  the  middle 
line  ;  then,  at  equal  diftance  from 
the  fide  and  middle  line,  pieces 
of  fix  inches  fquare,  as  long  as 
could  be  got  down,  were  put  all 
fore  and  aft  on  both  fides,  fcored 
two  inches  over  every  crofs  piece, 
and  well  bolted  through  the  crofs 
piece  and  deck,  and  into  the  fir 
beams.  From  this  fore  and  aft 
piece  or  ribband  to  the  fhip’s  fide, 
and  from  it  to  the  uprights  in  the 
middle,  were  placed  two  rows  of 
diagonal  fhores,  fix  inches  fquare, 
the  heels  of  which  were  fecurely 
wedged  againft  the  fore  and  aft 
piece  or  ribband,  which  afforded 
fufftcient  fupport  to  the  temporary 
deck  without  any  other  fhores. 
Two  bulkheads  or  partitions  were 
built,  as  far  as  the  fore-maft  for¬ 
ward,  and  mizen-maft  aft,  well 
planked,  fhored,  and  caulked,  to 
refill  the  water.  As  decks  laid  in 
this  manner,  and  in  fo  much  hurry 
as  the  time*  of  low  water  requires, 
will  of  confequence  leak  in  fome 
degree,  and  as  that  leakage,  walk¬ 
ing  from  fide  to  fide,  will  caufe 
the  fhip  to  lay  along,  I  fixed  a 
K  two-inch 
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two  -  inch  deal,  twelve  inches 
broad,  edgeways,  all  fore  and 
aft  at  the  middle  line,  and  well 
caulked  it,  to  flop  half  the  water 
on  the  weather  or  upper  fide, 
when  the  {hip  would  incline  either 
way,  which  not  only  made  her 
lliffer  under  fail,  but  facilitated 
the  pumping  out  the  water  made 
by  leaks  in  the  deck. 

This  deck  was  fixty-three  feet 
long  and  twenty-three  feet  broad, 
and  was  laid  at  five  feet  five  inches 
above  the  bottom  of  the  keel,  or 
four  feet  above  the  top  of  th«. 
floor  timbers,  and  fwam  the  {hip 
at  twelve  feet  five  inches  water, 
refilling  two  hundred  and  fix  teen 
tons,  and  containing  under  it  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  tons  of 
water,,  which  prefiing  again  It  the 
under  fide  of  the  temporary  deck 
afted  as  ballaft,  and  brought  her 
fafely  into  the  dry  dock  at  Dept¬ 
ford,  from  the  moil  dangerous 
fituation  pofiible,  being  partly 
within  and  partly  without  Mar¬ 
gate  Pier,  where  (he  had  been  left 
by  forne  Ramfgate  men,  who  had 
undertaken  to  remove  her  from 
the  place  where  fhe  was  branded  to 
a  fafer  one  within  Margate  Har¬ 
bour. 


A  nevj  Method  of  treating  the 
.  F if  ul a  Larhrymalis .  By  Mr. 

William  B  lizard.  Surgeon , 
F.  A.  S ,  communicated  by  Mr. 
Jofeph  Warner,  Surgeon ,  F.R.S. 
From  the  fame. 

Read  Feb.  24,  178c. 

N  every  period  of  the  difeafe, 
termed  fiftula  lachrymalis , 
there  is  underftood  to  exift  a  de¬ 
gree  of  obfirudtion  hi  the  nafal 


dufl  ;  fo  that  more  or  lefs  of  the 
tears,  mixed  with  the  oily  Accretion 
of  the  febaceous  glands  of  the 
eye-lids,  and  mucus  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  furface  of  the  lachrymal 
fac,  being  prevented  from  palling 
into  the  nofe,  are  expelled  through 
the  lachrymal  punfta  upon  the 
furface  of  the  eye,  and  down  the 
cheek. 

Writers  on  furgery  divide  this 
difeafe  into  feveral  Pages  ;  the 
flrb  and  mob  fimple  being  that  of 
obbruibion,  with  little  or  no  in¬ 
flammation  \  and  fo  on,  according 
to  the  degree  or  efFefi  of  in b ani¬ 
mation,  to  the  lab  bage,  a  boughy, 
ulcerated  condition  of  the  fac  and 
its  integuments,  with,  now  and 
then,  a  caries  of  the  bony  parts. 

Though  the  difeafe  be  fre¬ 
quently  the  eheD  of  a  -virus  in  the 
habit,  yet  burgeons  find,  thatfome- 
times  the  cau'fe  is  very  fimple, 
and  eafily  to  be  conceived  from 
the  analogy  of  parts. 

The  membraneous  portions  of 
the  nafal  duft  and  lachrymal  fac 
are  a  continuation  of  the  pituitous 
membrane  of  the  nofe.  This 
membrane  is  exceedingly  vafcular, 
fecretes  a  large  quantity  of  mucus 
upon  its  internal  furface,  and  is 
endued  with  a  great  decree  of 
fenfibility. 

Experience  fhews  the  great  de- 
fluxions  that  are  oftentimes  made 
upon  the  pituitous  membrane  ; 
the  iocreafed  fecretion  of  mucus 
that  happens  upon  the  application 
ol  various  bimulants ;  and  the 
firm  conn  Pence  it  often  acquires 
from  bagnaticn,  abforption,  and 
evaporation  of  its  thinner  parts : 
moreover,  that  the  membrane  it- 
felf  frequently  becomes  inflamed 
and  thickened. 


The 


USEFUL  P 

The  duCt  and  fac  may  be  af¬ 
fected  through  obftruCted  per- 
fpiration,  &c.  and  thickened  from 
the  turgid  Hate  of  their  veflcls : 
the  fecretion  of  mucus  may  alfo 
be  confiderably  augmented.  From 
the  thickened  Hate  of  the  mem¬ 
brane  of  the  duct,  the  fluids  in 
the  fac  pafs  with  difficulty :  by 
retention,  warmth,  and  abforption, 
they  are  rendered  vifeid  ;  and  the 
difficulty,  that  at  firil  arofe  from 
the  thickened  ftate  of  the  mem¬ 
brane,  now  arifes  from  another 
caufe,  namely,  the  infpiffated 
Hate  of  the  fluids. 

Thefe  are,  probably,  the  moft 
Ample  caufes  of  obftruClion  in  the 
nafal  duct;  but,  from  whatever 
caufe  the  obftruClion  had  its  ori¬ 
gin,  in  its  early  ltate,  when  un¬ 
attended  with  a  morbid  change  of 
the  contiguous  parts,  it  is  con- 
fldered  as  the  firft  and  moft  Ample 
ftage  of  the  fiftula  lachrymalis .  it 
is  in  this  ftage  that  the  means  of 
obviating  the  necefflty  of  a  trou- 
blefome  and  uncertain  operation 
fhould  be  employed,  with  any 
rational  expectation  of  fuccefs. 

The  .principal  of  thefe  means 
ate  : 

1.  Compreflion  ;  declared  by 
experienced  practitioners  to  be 
injudicious. 

2.  The  pafiing  an  initrument 
into  the  noftril,  and  up  the  duCl; 
an  operation  very  painful  to  the 
patient,  and  exceedingly  trouble- 
iome  to  the  operator. 

3.  The  introducing  a  probe 
through  one  of  the  punCia  into 
the  duCl,  after M.  Anel’s  manner; 
by  experience  proved  to  be  ina¬ 
dequate  to  the  defign. 

4.  The  impelling  a  fluid,  by  a 
fyringe,  through  one  of  the  punCia, 
as  directed  by  M*  Ariel;  allowed 


R  O  J  E  C  T  S.  i3i 

by  judicious  and  experienced  fur- 
geons  to  be  fometimes  ufeful. 

On  reflecting  upon  the  laft  me¬ 
thod,  I  was  induced  to  think,  that 
if  a  fluid,  of  a  great  degree  of 
fpeciftc  gravity,  as  quickftlver, 
could  be  pafled  through  one  of  the 
puncla,  fo  as  to  fill  the  fac  and 
duCt,  and  prefs  upon  the  ob- 
ftruCted  part,  it  might  be  rea- 
fonably  expe&ed  to  remove  the 
obftruClion  in  the  firft  and  Ample 
ftage  of  the  difeafe  ;  at  leaft,  to 
have  a  much  better  chance  of  pro¬ 
ducing  this  effeCl  than  a  watery 
fluid,  urged  through  the  punClum 
in  an  unfavourable  direction  :  be- 
fldes,  it  would  be  no  bar  to  the 
ufe  of  proper  general  means. 

Flattered  with  the  feeming  rea- 
fonablenefs  of  the  fuggeftion,  and 
convinced  of  the  fafety  of  the  ex¬ 
periment,  I  refolved  on  making  a 
trial  the  firft  opportunity  ;  which 
foon  occurred  to  me. 

Mr.  M — -  B~ — ,  a  fadler* 
in  Mark-Lane,  had  been  troubled 
with  a  flux  of  tears  and  mucus 
down  the  cheek  from  the  punCia 
of  the  right  eye-lids,  about  feveri 
months.  There  was  a  degree  of 
fwelling  or  diftenflon  of  the  fac, 
attended  with  pain.  Upon  prefling 
the  fac,  much  ropy  fluid,  of  a 
whitifh  colour,  was  forced  through 
the  punCia.  The  difeharge  was 
always  in  greateft  abundance  in 
the  evening  ;  at  which  time  he 
had  a  dimnefs  of  fight  in  that  eve. 

The  ufuai  means  had  been  em¬ 
ployed,  without  fuccefs,  by  his 
furgeon,  who  approved  of  the  fug- 
gefted  experiment,  and  the  patient 
agreed  to  have  it  tried. 

Meff.  Nairne  and  Blunt  pro¬ 
vided  an  inftrument  for  the  pur- 
pofe.  It  confifts  of  a  fine  fteel 
pipe,  a  little  curved,,  cemented  in 

K  2  a  glafs 
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a  glafs  tube  about  fix  inches  long. 
At  the  top  of  the  tube  is  a  wooden 
funnel ;  and  at  the  bottom  of  this 
is  a  valve,  which  may  be  elevated 
by  a  filken  dring  that  is  conveyed 
through  a  hole  in  the  brim  of  the 
funnel,  and  hangs  down  by  the 
fide  of  the  tube  *. 

The  deel  pipe  was  palled  into 
the  inferior  pundtum,  without 
pain  or  difficulty.  The  quick- 
iilver  was  then  poured  into'  the 
funnel,  and  let  down  the  tube  by 
pulling  the  firing  of  the  valve. 
When  the  quicldilver  regurgitated 
out  by  the  fuperior  pundlum,  the 
inftrument  was  withdrawn.  The 
quickfilver  lay  in  the  fac  and  duel, 
without  exciting  pain,  about  thir¬ 
ty  hours,  when  it  palled  into  the 
nofe,  and  the  patient  caught  fome 
of  it  in  his  hand. 

I  thought  it  bed  at  this  time 
not  to  comprefs  the  fac ;  appre¬ 
hending  it  would  difeharge  the 
quickfilver  through  the  pundta, 
and  fo  frudrate  the  intention. 

On  the  third  day  the  operation 
was  repeated ;  when,  on  gently 
compreffing  the  fac,  fome  of  the 
quickfilver  palled  into  the  nofe, 
and  with  it  a  piece  of  congealed 
whitifh  mucus.  A  fmall  quantity 
of  the  quickfilver,  upon  making 
the  preffure,  returned  through  the 
pundta. 

At  the  third  and  fourth  times 
of  repeating  the  operation,  with¬ 
out  any  compreffion,  at  intervals 
of  a  few  days,  the  quickfilver 
paded  readily  into  the  nofe. 

X  once  introduced  the  point  of  a 
dee!  pipe,  ufed  for  injecting  the 
lymphatic  veflels.  It  is  cemented 

*  I  have  deferibed  the  inftrument  as 
that  it  would  not  only  be  more  fimple  b 
rates,  the  quickfilver  being  poured  in  b 
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to  a  tube  of  glafs  eighteen  inches 
long.  This  pipe  is  not  fo  fine  as 
that  of  the  other  indrument,  yet 
it  was  conveyed  into  the  pundtum 
without  difficulty,  and  with  little 
or  no  pain.  To  gain  a  greater 
degree  of  mojnenlum  I  raifed  the 
column  of  quickfilver  to  about 
twelve  inches,  when  it  flowed  into 
the  nofe  with  a  conflderable  de¬ 
gree  of  velocity. 

From  the  time  that  the  quick¬ 
filver  paded  into  the  nofe,  lefs 
fluid  trickled  down  the  cheek 
than  before.  After  the  fecond  or 
third  operation,  the  dwelling  or 
didention  of  the  fac  intirely  fub- 
fided.  The  patient  at  this  time 
has  no  difeharge  of  mucus,  and  a 
tear  but  very  feldom  :  the  parts 
have  a  perfectly  healthy  appear¬ 
ance. 

To  afeertain  the  effedts  of  me¬ 
dicines  in  difeafes  of  the  condi- 
tution,  many  experiments,  under 
various  circumdances,  are  necef- 
farv  'y  but  in  matters  determinable 
by  a  mechanical  operation,  the 
efFedt,  as  far  as  our  fenfes  can 
diredt  us,  is  in  general  very  plain 
and  explicable. 

In  the  cafe  related  this  is  clear, 
namely,  that  previoufly  to  the 
injedting  of  quickfilver,  the  tears, 
febaceous  matter,  and  mucus,  did 
not  pafs  through  the  nafal  dudt, 
or,  but  in  a  very  fmall  proportion 
to  the  quantity  fecreted  ;  that  at 
the  fird  experiment,  quickfilver 
did  not  pafs ;  but  that  quickfilver, 
tears,  &c.  have  fince  readily 
paded. 

I  cannot,  however,  flatter  mv- 
felf  that  this  method  will  avail, 

l 

it  was  ufed  ;  but  I  have  fince  thought, 
it  do  as  well  without  a  valvular  appa- 
r  an  aflidant. 


except 


USEFUL  P 

except  in  the  firft  or  fimple  fiage 
of  the  diforder ;  but  many  cafes 
have  a  favourable  Hate  for  the 
trial  in  their  early  period,  and 
that  opportunity  may  be  feized 
with  a  probability  of  fuccefs. 

The  operation  is  fimple,  eafily 
executed,  productive  of  but  little 
pain,  and  attended  with  no  kind 
of  danger. 


Account  of  a  Woman  voho  had  the 
Small  Pox  during  Pregnancy , 
and  vsho  fecmed  to  have  commu¬ 
nicated  the  fame  D  if  cafe  to  the 
Foetus .  By  John  Hunter,  Efq. 
F.  R.  S.  From  the  fame, 

Mr.  Grant’s  Account. 

N  the  5th  of  December, 
1 776,  Mrs.  Ford  had  been 
feized  with  fhivering  and  the  other 
common  fymptoms  of  fever,  to 
which  were  added  great  difficulty 
of  breathing,  and  a  very  hard 
cough.  Mr.  Grant  law  her  on 
the  7  th  ;  and  he  took  from  her 
eight  ounces  of  blood,  and  gave 
her  a  coihpofition  of  the  faline 
mixture  with  fpermaceti  and  mag- 
nelia  every  fix  hours. 

This  had  operated  by  the  8th 
two  or  three  times  very  gently, 
when  moft  of  the  complaints  were 
relieved  ;  but  the  cough  Hill 
(baking  her  violently,  bleeding 
feemed  necefiary  to  be  repeated, 
more  particularly  as  Ihe  looked 
upon  herfelf  to  be  in  the  fixth 
month  of  her  pregnancy.  The 
medicine  was  continued  without 
the  magnefia. 

In  the  evening  (viz.  the  8th) 
the  fmall  pox  appeared,  which 
proved  of  a  mild  kind,  and  mo¬ 
derate  in  quantity.  Its  progrefs 
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was  rather  flower  than  might  have 
been  expected  ;  but  the  woman 
palled  through  thedifeafe  in  great 
l'pirits,  fitting  up  the  greatefi:  part 
of  the  day  during  the  whole  time, 
and  taking  only  a  paregoric  at 
night,  and,  as  occafion  required, 
a  little  magnefia:  thus  the  fymp¬ 
toms  were  mitigated,  and  the 
cough  at  iaft  became  very  little 
troublefome. 

On  the  25  th  Ihe  complained 
of  a  pain  in  her  fide.  Eight 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  away. 
The  next  day  fire  was  quite  free 
from  pain,  and  thought  herfelf  as 
well  on  the  27th  as  her  particular 
fituation  would  admit  of ;  after 
which  fhe  was  not  vifited  by  Mr. 
Grant  till  the  31ft,  when  Ihe  was 
in  labour. 

Mr.  Waftail’s  Letter  on  the  fame 
SubjeEl. 

Dec.  30,  1776,  I  was  fent  for 
to  Mrs.  Ford,  a  healthy  woman, 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
who  was  pregnant  with  her  firft 
child.  She  had  come  out  of  the 
country  about  three  months  before. 
Soon  after  her  arrival  in  town  fhe 
was  feized  with  the  fmall  pox,  and 
had  been  under  the  care  of  Melfrs. 
Hawkins  and  Grant,  who  have 
favoured  me  with  the  particulars 
here  annexed. 

I  called  upon  her  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  fhe  complained  of  violent 
griping  pains  in  her  bowels,  dart¬ 
ing  down  to  the  pubes.  On  ex¬ 
amining  I  found  the  os  tinfee  a 
little  dilated,  with  other  fymp¬ 
toms  of  approaching  labour.  I 
fent  her  an  anodyne  fpermaceti 
emulfion,  and  defired  to  be  called 
if  her  pains  increafed.  I  was 
fent  for.  The  labour  advanced 

K  3  very 
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Very  flowly ;  her  pains  were  long 
and  fevere  ;  fhe  was  delivered  of 
a  dead  child,  with  fomc  difficulty. 

Obferving  an  eruption  all  over 
the  body  of  the  child,  and  feveral 
of  the  puflules  filled  with  matter, 
I  examined  them  more  particu¬ 
larly  ;  and  recolledting,  that  Dr. 
Leake,  in  his  Introductory  Ledlure 
to  the  Practice  of  Midwifry,  had 
obferved,  that  it  might  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  enquire,  whether  thofe 
adults  who  are  faid  totally  to 
efcape  the  fmall  pox  have  not  been 
previoufly  affecled  with  it  in  the 
womb,  I  fent  a  note  to  Dr.  Leake,, 
and  likewife  to  Dr.  Hunter,  in 
hopes  of  afcertaining  a  fafl  hi¬ 
therto  much  doubted.  Dr.  Leake 
came  the  fame  evening,  and  faw 
the  child.  Dr.  Hunter  came 
after  ward  s ,  wi  thMr .  Cr  uic  k  than  ks, 
and  examined  it;  alfo  Mr  .  John 
Hunter  and  Mr.  Falconer;  who 
all  concurred  with  me,  that  the 
eruption  on  the  child  was  the 
fmall  pox.  Dr.  Hunter  thought 
the  eruption  fo  like  the  fmall  pox 
that  he  could  hardly  doubt;  but 
faid,  that  in  all  other  cafes  of  the 
fame  kind,  that  he  had  met  with, 
the  child  in  utero  had  efcaped  the 
contagion. 

From  Mr.  Grant’s  Notes. 

The  eruption  appeared  on  Mrs. 
Ford  in  the  evening  of  the  8th  of 
December,  and  fhe  was  delivered 
the  3  id,  that  is,  twenty-three  days 
after  the  appearance  of  the  erup¬ 
tions. 

RefleXions  by  Mr.  John  Hunter. 

The  fmgularity  of  the  above 


cafe,  with  all  , its  circumdances, 
has  inclined  me  to  confider  it  with 
feme  attention. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that 
the  mother  had  the  fmall  pox,  and 
that  the  eruption  began  to  appear 
on  the  8th  of  December:  alfo, 
that  it  went  through  its  regular 
ftages,  and  that  on  the  3 id,  viz. 
twenty-three  days  after  the  fir  ft 
appearance  of  the  eruption,  the 
woman  was  delivered  of  the  child, 
who  is  the  fubject  of  this  paper. 

Secondly,  The  didance  of  time 
when  fhe  had  the  fmall  pox  before 
delivery,  joined  with  the  dage  of 
the  difeafe  in  the  child  when  born, 
which  probably  was  about  the  fixth 
or  feventh  day  of  the  eruption, 
viz.  about  ffteen  or  fixteen  days 
after  the  beginning  of  the  eruption 
on  the  mother,  perfectly  agrees 
witn  the  podibility  of  the  infection’s 
being  caught  from  the  mother. 

Thirdly,  The  extern  al  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  puflules  in  the  child 
was  perfectly  that  of  the  fmall 
pox,  as  mud  have  appeared  from 
the  relation  given  in  Mr.  Wadall’s 
letter.  Mod  of  the  puflules  were 
didinft,  but  feme  were  blended  or 
united  at  their  bafe.  The  face 
had  the  greateft  number;  and 
thefe  were  in  general  the  mod  in-- 
didinft.  They  were  fomewhat 
fattened  with  a  dent  in  the  mid¬ 
dle 

So  far  were  the  leading  circum- 
dances  and  external  appearances 
in  favour  of  their  being  the  vario¬ 
lous  eruption  ;  but  although  thefe 
leading  circa  mdances  and  external 
appearances  were  incontrovertible, 
yet  they  were  not  an  abfolute 


*  1  e P d ea you rc d  to  take  feme  matter  upon  the  point  of  two  lancets  :  but 
J°t  havi"S  an  opportunity  of  making  an  experiment  my  lei  f,  I  gave  them  to 
W°  gen..<einen*  who,  1  imagine,  were  afraid  of  inoculating  with  them. 
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proof  of  this  being  the  genuine 
fmall  pox  ;  therefore  I  muft  be 
allowed  to  confider  this  fubjeft  a 
little  further,  and  fee  how  far  all 
the  circumllances  correfpond  or 
are  iimilar  to  the  true  fmall  pox. 
In  the  fmall  pox  we  have  a  pre¬ 
vious  fever,  in  place  of  which,  in 
the  prefent  cafe,  we  have  no  in¬ 
formation  but  that  of  the  mother’s 
having  had  the  fmall  pox  within 
fuch  a  limited  time  as  may  favour 
the  pcUibiiity  of  infection  in  the 
womb  ;  yet  we  may  prefume, 
that  the.  child  muft  have  had  con- 
fiderable  fever  preceding  fuch  an 
eruption,  of  whatfoever  kind  it 
was. 

In  the  fmall  pox  the  eruption 
goes  through  pretty  regular  ftages 
in  its  prog  refs  and  declenfton, 
which  circumftances  we  know  no¬ 
thing  of  in  the  prefent  cafe  ;  but 
even  this  fever,  the  eruptions, 
and  their  progrefs,  are  not  abfo- 
lutely  proofs  that  the  diforder  is 
the  fmall  pox  when  it  is  caught  in 
the  common  and  natural  way : 
and  in  proof  of  this  aftertion  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  practi¬ 
tioners  every  now  and  then  are 
miftaken. 

It  may  be  afked,  what  is  the 
true  charaCteriftic  of  the  fmall 
pox?  That  by  which  it  differs 
from  all  other  eruptions  that  we 
are  acquainted  with?  The  moft 
certain  character  of  the  fmall  pox, 
that  I  know,  is  the  formation  of  a 
(lough,  or  a  part  becoming  dead 
by  the  variolous  inflammation  ; 
a  circum fiance  which  hitherto,  I 
believe,  has  not  been  taken  no¬ 
tice  of. 

This  was  very  evident  in  the 

arms  of  thofe  who  were  inoculated 
% 

in  the  old  way,  where  the  wounds 
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were  confiderable,  and  were  drefted 
every  dav  t  which  mode  of  treat¬ 
ment  kept  them  from  fcahbing, 
by  which  means  this  procefs  was 
eafily  obferved;  but  in  the  pre¬ 
fent  method  of  inoculation  it  is 
hardly  obfervable  :  the  fore  being 
allowed  to  fcab,  the  Hough  and 
fcab  unite  and  drop  off  together. 
The  fame  indiftinftnefs  attends 
the  eruptions  on  the  fki n  ;  and  in 
thofe  patients  who  die  of,  or  die 
while  in,  the  difeafe,  where  we 
have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
them  while  the  part  is  diftinCt, 
this  Hough  is  very  evident. 

This  Hough  is  the  catife  of  the 
pitt  after  all  is  cicatrized  ;  for  it 
is  a  real  lofs  of  fubftance  of  the 
furface  of  the  cutis:  and  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  this  Hough  is  the  re¬ 
maining  depreftion. 

The  chicken  pox  comes  the 
neareft  in  external  appearance  to 
the  fmall  pox  ;  but  it  does  not 
commonly  produce  a  Hough. 

As  there  is  generally  no  lofs  of 
fubftance  in  this  cafe,  there  can 
be  no  pitt.  But  it  fometiines 
happens,  although  but  rarely, 
that  there  is  a  pitt  in  confequcnce 
of  a  chicken  pock ;  then  ulcer¬ 
ation  has  taken  place  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  cutis,  a  common  thing 
in  fores. 

In  the  prefent  cafe,  beftdes  the 
leading  circumftances  mentioned 
in  the  cafe  of  the  mother,  corre- 
fponding  with  the  appearances  on 
the  child,  and  the  external  ap¬ 
pearances  themfelves,  we  have  in 
the  fulleft  fenfe  the  third  and  real 
or  principal  character  of  the  fmall 
pox,  <viz.  the  Hough  in  every 
pujiuls ;  from  all  which,  I  think, 
vve  may  conclude,  that  the  child 
had  caught  the  fmall  pox  in  the 
K  q.  womb  i 
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womb  ;  or  at  lead  a  difeafe,  the 
effects  of  which  were  fimilar  to  no 
other  known  difeafe. 

In  opening  the  bodies  of  thofe 
who  had  either  died  of,  or  died 
while  under,  the  fmall  pox,  I 
always  examined  carefully  to  fee 
whether  any  internal  cavity,  fuch 
as  the  aefophagus,  trachea ,  ftomach, 
inteftines,  pleura ,  peritoneum ,  &c. 
had  eruptions  upon  them  or  not, 
and  never  finding  any  in  any  of 
thofe  cavities,  I  began  to  fufpebl, 
that  either  the  fkin  itfelf  was  the 
only  part  of  the  body  fufceptible 
of  fuch  a  JHmulus ;  or  that  the 
fkin  was  fubjedfl  to  fome  influence 
to  which  the  other  parts  of  the 
body  were  not  fubjecl,  and  which 
made  it  alone  fufceptible  of  the 
variolous  JHmulus ,  If  from  the 
fir  ft  caufe,  I  then  concluded  it 
mult  be  an  original  principle  in 
the  animal  ceconomy.  If  from  the 
iecond,  I  then  fufpefted,  that  ex¬ 
ternal  expofure  was  the  caufe  ; 
and  I  was  the  more  led  into  this 
idea,  from  finding  that  thefe 
eruptions  often  attack  the  mouth 
and  throat,  two  expofed  parts  ; 
add  to  which,  that  we  generally 
find  the  eruptions  moil  on  the 
expofed  parts  of  the  body,  as  the 
face,  & c. 

With  thefe  ideas  in  my  mind,  I 
thought  I  faw  the  moll  favourable 
opportunity  of  clearing  up  this 
point.  I  therefore  very  attentively 
examined  moil  of  the  internal  ca¬ 
vities  of  this  child  ;  fuch  as  the 
peritoneum ,  pleura ,  trachea ,  inflde 
of  the  aej'ophagus ,  ftomach,  in- 
teftines,  See.  but  obferved  nothing 
uncommon.  I  have  already  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  in  this  child  the  face 
and  extremities  were  the  fulleft, 
fimilar  to  what  happens  in  com¬ 
mon  j  from  all  which  I  may  be 
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allowed  to  draw  this  conclufion, 
that  the  fkin  is  the  principal  part 
which  is  fufceptible  of  the  vario¬ 
lous  JHmulus  >  and  is  not  aftebted 
by  any  external  influence  what¬ 
ever. 

The  communication  of  the 
fin  all  pox  to  the  child  in  the 
womb  may  be  fuppofed  to  happen 
in  two  ways  ;  one  by  infection 
from  the1  mother,  as  is  fuppofed 
in  the  above  cafe ;  the  other  by 
the  mother’s  having  abforbed  the 
fin  all  pox  matter  from  fome  other 
perfon,  and  the  matter  being  car¬ 
ried  to  the  child  from  the  con¬ 
nexion  between  the  two,  which 
we  may  fuppofe  done  with  or 
without  firft  affecting  the  mother. 

Teftimonies  and  opinions  are 
various  with  refpect  to  thefe  two 
fabls.  Boerhaave  feems  to  have 
been  led  by  his  experience  to 
think  that  fuch  infebtion  was  not 
communicable  :  for  we  find  that 
he  attended  a  lady,  who  having, 
in  the  flxth  month  of  her  preg¬ 
nancy,  had  the  confluent  fmall 
pox,  brought  forth  at  the  regular 
period  a  child,  who  fhewed  not 
the  leaft  veftige  of  his  mother’s 
difeafe. 

His  commentator,  however.  Van 
Swieten,  fupports  a  different  opi¬ 
nion  (fee  his  comment,  vol.  v,). 
He  quotes  a  cafe  from  the  Philo- 
fophical  Tranfabtions,  vol.  xxviii. 

337-  p-  165.  of  a  woman,  who, 
having  juft  gone  through  a  mild 
fort  oi  lmall  pox,  was,  by  means 
of  a  ftrong  dole  of  purging  phyftc, 
thrown  into  a  mifearriage,  and 
brought  forth  a  dead  female  child, 
whofe  whole  body  was  covered 
with  variolous  pufcules  full  of  ripe 
matter  ;  but  this  hiftory  is  founded 
only  on  the  relation  of  a  midwife 
to  a  clergyman,  and  therefore  not 

abfolutely 


USEFUL  P 

abfolutely  to  be  depended  upon  as 
accurately  flated  :  however,  it  is 
more  than  probable,  that  there 
was  a  cafe  as  defcribed  ;  and  that 
there  were  really  eruptions  on  the' 
fkin  of  the  child  iimilar  to  the 
fmall  pox. 

Van  Swieten  likevvife  mentions 
what  Mauriceau  relates  of  him- 
felf.  This  author  tefiifies,  that 
he  had  often  heard  his  father  and 
mother  fay,  that  the  latter,  when 
big  with  him,  and  very  near  her 
time  of  delivery,  had  a  painful 
attendance  on  one  of  her  children, 
who  died  of  the  fmall  pox  on  the 
feventh  day  of  the  eruption  ;  and 
that  on  the  day  following  the  death 
of  this  child,  Mauriceau  came  into 
the  world,  bringing  with  him  five 
or  fix  true  puftules  of  the  fmall 
pox. 

It  does  not  appear,  however, 
from  this  recital,  whether  or  not 
Mauriceau  palled  through  life  free 
from  any  poilerior  infection  ;  but 
admitting  that  this  eruption  of 
Mauriceau’s  was  truly  the  fmall 
pox,  yet  I  fhould  very  much  doubt 
his  having  caught  it  from  the  child 
who  died  of  it :  as  it  fhould  feem 
that  the  puftules  of  Mauriceau  were 
of  the  fame  date  with  thofe  of  the 
child  who  died.  Van  Swieten 
appeals  to  a  more  recent  cafe, 
which  had  been  reported  to  him 
by  perfons  of  great  credit,  and 
is  recorded  in  the  Phil.  Tranf. 
vol.  xlvi.  p.  235. 

“  A  woman,  big  with  child, 
“  having  herfelf  long  ago  had  the 
“  fmall  pox,  very  afliduoufly 
“  nurfed  a  maid  fervant  during 
cc  the  whole  procefs  of  this  dif- 
t(  cafe.  At  the  proper  time  fhe 
“  brought  forth  a  healthy  female 
*f  child,  in  whofe  Ikin  Dr.  Wat- 
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f<  fon  alferted,  that  he  difcovered 
i(  evident  marks  of  the  fmall  pox, 
“  which  fhe  mull  have  gone 
tc  through  in  the  womb  ;  and  the 
“  fame  phyfician  pronounced, 
“  that  this  child  would  be  free 
“  from  future  infedlion.  After 
“  four  years  her  brother  was  ino- 
“  culated  ;  and  Dr.  Watfon  ob- 
(i  tained  permilhon  of  the  parents 
“  to  try  the  fame  experiment  on 
“  the  girl.  The  operation  was 
“  performed  on  both  children  in 
the  fame  manner;  and  the  pus 
“  ufed  in  both  cafes  was  taken 
tc  from  the  fame  patient.  The 
<f  event,  however,  was  different ; 
<c  for  the  boy  had  the  regular 
“  eruption,  and  got  well  ;  but 
“  the  girl’s  arm  did  not  inflame 
“  nor  fuppurate.  On  the  tenth 
“  day  from  the  infertion  of  the 
“  matter,  fhe  turned  pale  fud- 
<f  denly,  was 1  languid  for  two 
“  days,  and  afterwards  was  very 
“  well.  In  the  neighbourhood 
“  of  the  incifion  there  appeared  a 
“  puftule  like  thofe  puftules  that 
“  we  fometimes  obferve  in  perfons 
ie  who,  having  had  the  difeafe, 
attend  patients  ill  of  the  fmall 
“  pox.” 

In  the  epiftles  of  T.  Bartholinus, 
cent.  ii.  p.  682.  there  is  the  fol¬ 
lowing  hillory.  ((  A  poor  woman, 
“  aged  thirty-eight  years,  preg- 
“  nant,  and  now  near  the  time  of 
delivery,  was  feized  with  the 
“  fymptoms  of  the  fmall  pox,  and 
“  had  a  very  numerous  eruption. 
“  In  this  Hate  fhe  was  delivered 
“  of  a  child,  as  full  of  f variolous 
(i  puftules  as  herfelf.  The  child 
“  died  foon  after  birth  ;  the  mo- 
ther  three  days  afterwards.” 
Van  Swieten  infers,  that  the  mo¬ 
ther  and  the  child  were  in  this 

cafe 
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cafe  infected  at  the  fame  time ; 
therefore,  the  child  not  infected 
by  the  mother. 

Dr.  Mead  aflerts,  that  when  a 
woman  in  the  fmall  pox  fufFers  an 
abortion,  the  feet  us  is  generally 
full  of  the  contagion  ;  but  that 
this  does  not  happen  always. 
This  variety,  he  fays,  depends  on 
the  Hite  ©f  the  mother’s  paftules 
when  the  child  is  born  ;  that  is, 
whether  they  are  or  are  not  in  a 
hate  of  purulence.  Whence  he 
has  obferyed  it  fometimes  to  hap¬ 
pen,  that  011  the  fecond  day  from 
the  birth,  or  the  third,  or  any 
day  before  the  eighth,  the  difeafe 
caught  from  the  mother  (hews 
itfelf  in  eruptions  on  the  child. 

Dr.  Mead  here  relates  the 
hihory  of  a  lady  of  quality,  of 
which  this  is  the  fubitance.  A 
lady,  in  the  feventh  month  of  her 
pregnancy,  had  the  confluent 
fmall  pox,  and  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  the  difeafe  brought  forth  a 
fon,  having  no  dgns  of  the  difeafe 
on  his  body ;  and  die  died  on  the 
fourteenth  day.  The  infant  hav¬ 
ing  lived  four  days,  was  feized 
with  convulfions,  and,  the  fmall 
pox  appearing,  died.  The  debtor 
infers  from  hence,  that  the  fuppu- 
ration  being  in  feme  meafure 
compleated  on  the  eleventh  day, 
the  mother’s  difeafe  was  commu¬ 
nicated  then  to  the  feeius,  and 
made  its  appearance  on  the  child 
after  eight  days. 

If  there  be  no  abortion,  Dr. 
Mead  pronounces,  that  the  child 
will  ever  be  free  from  the  difeafe, 
unlefs  the  birth  Ihould  happen  be¬ 
fore  the  maturation  of  the  pufiules. 
He  brings  a  cafe  to  prove,  that 


44  woman,  who  had  long  before 
44  buffered  the  fmall  pox,  nurfed 
44  her  hufband,  under  that  dif- 
44  eafe,  towards  the  end  of  her 
44  pregnancy ;  and  was  brought 
44  to  bed  at  the  due  time.  The 
44  child  was  dead,  and  covered 
44  all  over  with  variolous  pufiules. 

With  refpebt  to  the ‘cafe  quoted 
from  Mauri  ceau,  it  has  been 
proved  by  Sir  George  Baker  (Med, 
T  ran  fa  61.  vol.  ii.  p.  2  75.)  that 
Dr.  Mead  drew  a  conclulion  from 
it  direftly  contrary  to  the  author’s 
meaning.  The  negative  opinion 
appears  evidently  to  be  fupported 
by  that  hi  dory. 

Sir  George  Baker  mentions  in 
the  fame  paper  the  cafe  of  two 
pregnant  women  who  were  ino¬ 
culated  at  Hertford.  They  both 
had  the  fulfill  pox  favourably,  and 
afterwards  brought  forth  their 
children  perfectly  healthy  at  the 
ufual  time.  Both  thefe  children, 
at  the  age  of  three  years,  were 
inoculated  with  effebt. 

Sir  George  Baker  likewife  men¬ 
tions  a  cafe  which  fell  under  the 
obfervation  of  Dr.  Clarke  of  Ep- 
fom.  44  A  woman  towards  the 
44  end  cf  her  pregnancy  had  the 
“  fmall  pox,  from  which  lhe  nar- 
44  row ly  efcaped.  Five  weeks 
44  after  the  criiis  fhe  was  delivered 
44  of  an  healthy  female  child,  who 
44  having  numerous  marks  on  her 
44  min,  was  judged  by  all  who 
44  faw  her  to  have  undergone  the 
44  fame  didemper  before  her  birth, 
54  However,  at  the  end  of  twelve 
44  months  die  had  the  fmall  pox 
44  in  a  very  fevere  manner.  Both 
44  the  mother  and  child  were 
44  lately  living  at  Epfom.” 

Since  then  we  fee  that  it  Is 
very  probable,  that  the  fmall  pox 


the  foetus  in  the  womb  may  be 
indebted  by  the  contagion  of  which 
the  mother  does  not  partake,  44  & 


may  be  caught  from  the  mother 

when. 
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when  Ihe  is  infc&ed,  it  may  be 
alked,  why  does  not  this  happen 
oftener  ?  In  anfwer  to  this  we 
may  fuppofe,  that  this  is  not  fo 
ready  a  way  as  when  the  child  is 
expoied  to  catch  it  after  the  birth, 
as  we  find  too  that  a  difference 
Can  be  produced  after  birth :  viz. 
inoculation  is  a  much  readier  way 
of  catching  it  th^an  what  is  called 
the  natural  way.  It  may  likewife 
be  faid,  that  many  women  who 
are  with  child,  and  have  the  final  I 
pox  during  pregnancy,  do  not 
recover ;  therefore  both  mother 
and  child  die  before  the  difeafe 
can  have  time  to  produce  erup¬ 
tions  upon  the  child.  Finally,  in 
many  of  thofe  cafes,  where  the 
mother  recovers,  there  is  fome- 
times  produced  a  mifcarriage, 
which  alfo  hinders  the  infection 
from  taking  place  in  the  qhild. 
Ho  wever,  many  women  go  through 
the  whole  difeafe,  and  the  child 
fhevvs  no  marks  of  the  fmall  pox. 

Thus  have  I  dated  fadts  relative 
to  the  prefent  fubjecl,  with  fome 
of  the  bell  authorities  on  both 
fides  of  the  quedion  ;  and  fhall 
now  leave  the  reader  to  form  his 
own  judgment. 


Dr.  Guthrie’s  Account  of  the  Ruf 
fan  Manner  of  treating  Rerfons 
a.fflecicd  by  the  Fu?nes  of  burning 
Charcoal ,  and  other  Effluvia  of 
the  fame  Nature.  From  the  fame . 

St.  Peterfourg,  00.  12, 1778. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  SHALL  endeavour  to  recoi¬ 
led,  according  to  your  defire, 
the  particulars  of  that  part  of  my 
former  letter  which  related  to  the 
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mode  of  recovering  people  in 
Rullia,  who  are  apparently  de¬ 
prived  of  life  by  the  principle 
emitted  from  burning  charcoal,  or 
by  the  incrudation  formed  upon 
the  infides  of  the  boors  huts  when 
it  thaws. 

People  of  condition  in  this 
country  have  double  wirfdovvs  to 
their  houfes  in  winter ;  but  the 
commoner  fort  have  only  dngle 
ones,  which  is  the  reafon  that, 
during  a  fevere  frod,  there  is  an 
incrudation  formed  upon  the  in¬ 
fides  of  the  glafs  windows.  This 
feems  to  be  compofed  of  con- 
denfed  breath,  perfpiration,  &c. 
as  a  number  of  people  live  and 
deep  in  the  fame  fmall  room, 
efpecially  in  great  cities.  This 
excrementitious  cruft  is  farther 
impregnated  with  the  phlogidon 
of  candles,  and  of  the  oven  with 
which  the  chamber  is  heated. 

When  a  thaw  fucceeds  a  hard 
froft  of  long  duration,  and  this 
plate  of  ice  is  converted  into  water, 
there  is  a  principle  fet  loofe, 
which  produces  all  the  terrible 
edefts  upon  the  human  body 
which  the  principle  emitted  from 
charcoal  is  fo  well  known  to  do  in 
this  country,  where  people  every 
day  fuder  from  it.  However,  the 
Ruffians  condantly  lay  the  blame 
upon  the  oven,  when  they  are 
affected  by  the  thawing  of  the 
crud,  as  the  ededls  are  perfectly 
dmilar,  and  they  cannot  bring 
themfelves  to  believe,  that  the 
diffiolving  of  fo  fmall  a  portion  of 
ice  can  be  attended  with  any  bad 
confequence,  when  they  daily  melt 
larger  mafies  without  danger:  yet 
the  oven  does  not  at  all  account 
for  the  complaints  brought  on  at 
this  period ;  for,  upon  examin¬ 
ation,  they  generally  find  every 

thing 
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thing  right  there,  and  ftill  the 
ugar,  or  hurtful  vapour,  remain¬ 
ing  in  the  room. 

As  the  effetts  of  both  are  fimi- 
lar,  as  I  have  faid  above,  and 
likewife  the  mode  of  recovery,  I 
ffiall  only  give  you  an  account  of 
the  operation  of  the  principle  emit¬ 
ted  by  burning  charcoal,  and  of 
the  method  of  bringing  thofe  peo¬ 
ple  to  life  who  have  been  fujfocated 
by  it  (as  I  think  it  is  erronecufly 
termed)  ;  this  will  fuperfede  the 
neceffity  of  giving  the  hiftory  of 
both,  or  rather  it  will  be  giving 
both  at  the  fame  time. 

Ruffian  houfes  are  heated  by  the 
means  of  ovens;  and  the  manner 
of  heating  them  is  as  follows.  A 
number  of  billets  of  wood  are 
placed  in  the  peech  or  dove,  and 
allowed  to  burn  till  they  fall  in  a 
mafs  of.  bright  red  cinders  ;  then 
the  vent  above  is  ffiut  up,  and 
likewife  the  door  of  the  peech 
which  opens  into  the  room,  in  or¬ 
der  to  concentrae  the  heat ;  this 
makes  the  tiles  of  which  the  peech 
is  compofed  as  hot  as  you  defire, 
and  fufficiently  warms  the  apart¬ 
ment;  but  fometimes  a  fervant  is 
fo  negligent  as  to  ffiut  up  the  peech 
or  oven  before  the  wood  is  fuffi¬ 
ciently  burnt,  for  the  red  cinders 
ffiould  be  turned  over  from  time  to 
time  to  fee  that  no  bit  of  Wood  re¬ 
mains  of  a  blackifh  colour,  but 
that  the  whole  mafs  is  of  a  uniform 
glare  (as  if  almoft  tranfparent)  be¬ 
fore  the  openings  are  ffiut,  elfe  the 
ugar  or  vapour  is  lure  to  fucceed  to 
mifmanagement  of  this  fort,  and 
its  effects  are  as  follows. 

If  a  perfon  lays  himfelf  down 
to  deep  in  the  room  expofed  to 
the  influence  of  this  vapour,  lie 
falls  into  fo  found  a  fleep  that  it 
is  difficult  to  awake  him,  but  he 
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feels  (or  is  fenffble  of)  nothing. 
There  is  no  fpafr*  excited  in.  the 
trachea  arteria  or  lungs  to  roufe 
him,  nor  does  the  breathing,  by 
all  accounts,  fee-m  to  be  particu¬ 
larly  affected :  in  ffiort,  there  is  no 
'  one  fymptom  of  fuffocation  ;  but 
towards  the  end  of  the  cataftrophe, 
a  fort  of  groaning  is  heard  by  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  next  room,  which  brings 
them  fometimes  to  the  relief  of  the 
fufferer.  If  a  perfon  only  fits  in 
the  room,  without  intention  to 
fleep,  he  is,  after  fome  time,  feiz- 
ed  with  a  drowzinefs  and  inclina¬ 
tion  to  vomit.  However,  this 
laff  fymptom  feldom  affedts  a  Ruf- 
flan,  it  is  chiefly  foreigners  who 
are  awaked  to  their  dangers  by  a 
naufea ;  but  the  natives,  in  com¬ 
mon  with  ffrangers,  perceive  a  dull 
pain  in  their  heads,  and  if  they  do 
not  remove  ciiredtiy,  which  they 
are  often  too  fleepy  to  do,  are  foort 
deprived  of  their  fenfes  and  power 
of  motion,  infomucb,  that  if  no 
perfon  fortunately  difcovers  them 
within  an  hour  after  this  worft 
ftage,  they  are  irrecoverably  loft  ; 
for  the  Ruffians  fay.  that  they  do 
not  fucceed  in  reftoring  to  life 
thofe  who  have  lain  more  than  an 
hour  in  a  ftate  of  infenfibility. 

The  recovery  is  always  attempt¬ 
ed,  and  often  effected,  in  this  man¬ 
ner.  They  carry  the  patient  im¬ 
mediately  out  of  doors,  and  lay 
him  upon  the  fnow,  with  nothing 
on  him  but  a  ffiirt  and  linen  draw¬ 
ers.  His  ftomach  and  temples 
are  then  well  rubbed  with  fnow, 
and  cold  water,  or  milk  is  poured 
down  his  throat.  This  fridlion  is 
continued  with  freffi  fnow  until 
the  livid  hue,  which  the  body  had 
when  brought  out,  is  changed  to 
its  natural  colour,  and  life  renew¬ 
ed  ;  then  they  cure  the  violent 

head- 
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head-ach  which  remains  by  bind¬ 
ing  on  the  forehead  a  cataplafm 
of  black  rye  bread,  and  vinegar. 

Tn  this  manner  the  unfortunate 
man  is  perfectly  reftored,  without 
blowing  up  the  lungs,  as  is  necef- 
fary  in  the  cafe  of  drowned  per- 
fons  ;  on  the  contrary,  they  begin 
to  play  of  themfelves  fo  foon  as  the 
furcharge  of  phlogifton  makes  its 
efcape  from  the  body. 

It  is  well  worthy  of  obfervation, 
how  diametrically  oppofite  the 
modes  are  of  reftoring  to  life,  thofe 
who  are  deprived  of  it  by  water, 
and  thofe  vvhp  have  loft  it  by  the 
fumes  of  charcoal :  the  one  confid¬ 
ing  in  the  internal  and  external 
application  of  heat,  and  the  other 
in  that  of  cold.  It  may  be  al- 
ledged,  that  the  ftimulus  of  the 
cold  produces  heat,  and  the  fad 
feems  to  be  confirmed  by  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  method  of  reftoring  circulation 
in  a  frozen  limb  by  means  of  fric¬ 
tion  .with  fnow.  But  what  is  lingu¬ 
lar  in  the  cafe  of  people  apparently 
deprived  of  life  in  the  manner 
treated  of  is,  that  the  body  is  much 
warmer  when  brought  out  of  the 
room  than  at  the  inftant  life  is 
reftored,  and  that  they  awake  cold 
and  fhivering.  The  colour  of  the 
body  is  alfo  changed  from  a  livid 
red  to  its  natural  complexion, 
which,  together  with  fome  other 
circumftances,  would  almoft  lead 
one  to  fufpeft,  that  they  are  re¬ 
ftored  to  life  by  the  fnow  and  cold 
water  fome  how  or  other  freeing 
them  from  the  load  of  phlogifton 
with  which  the  fyftem  feems  to  be 
replete  ;  for  although  the  firft  ap¬ 
plication  of  cold  water  to  the  hu¬ 
man  body  produces  heat,  yet,  if 
often  repeated  in  a  very  cold  at- 
mofphere,  it  then  cools  inftead  of 
continuing  to  heat,  juft  as  the  cold 
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bath  does  when  a  perfon  remains 
too  long  in  it. 

In  fhort,  I  think  it  is  altogether 
a  curious  fubjeCt,  whether  you  take 
into  confideration  the  mode  of  ac¬ 
tion  of  the  principle  emitted  by- 
burning  charcoal,  and  our  phlo- 
gifticated  cruft;  or  the  operation 
of  the  fnow  and  cold  water.  How¬ 
ever,  I  ftiall  by  no  means  take 
upon  me  to  decide,  whether  the 
dangerous  fymptoms  related  above 
are  produced  by  the  air  in  the 
room  being  fo  faturated  with  phlo¬ 
gifton  as  to  be  unable  to  take  up 
the  proper  quantity  from  the  lungs, 
which  occasions  a  furcharge  in  the 
fyftem,  according  to  your  theory, 
or  whether  fo  fubtle  a  fluid  may 
fomehow  find  its  way  into  the  cir¬ 
culation,  and  thereby  arreft  the 
vital  powers ;  nor  (hall  I  deter¬ 
mine  whether  the  livid  hue  of  the 
body  when  brought  out  is  changed 
into  a  paler  colour  by  the  atmof- 
phere  fomehow  or  other  abforbing 
and  freeing  the  blood  from  the 
colouring  principle,  as  you  have 
Ihewn  to  be  the  cafe  wfith  blood 
out  of  the  body:  thefe  are  curious 
inquiries  that  I  fhall  leave  to  your 
inveftigation.  I  have  only  endea¬ 
voured  to  collect  faCts  from  a  num¬ 
ber  of  natives  who  have  met  with 
this  accident  themfelves,  or  have 
aftifted  in  reftoring  others  to  life. 
It  is  fo  common  a  cafe  here  that 
it  is  perfectly  familiar  to  them, 
and  they  never  call  in  medical  af- 
fiftance. 

I  am,  &c. 


From  Dr.  Duncan’*  Medical  Com¬ 
mentaries,  1780. 

THE  following  directions  for 
preventing  fatal  effeCts  from 

drinking 
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chinking  large  quantities  of  fpi- 
rits,  have  been  printed  and  diftri- 
buted  at  Liverpool.  They  were 
drawn  up  by  Dr.  Houlfton  of  that 
place,  in  confeqnence  of  feme  me¬ 
lancholy  accidents  happening  from 
this  caufe,  where  pioper  afiiitance, 
was  not  fought  for.  As  fuch  ac¬ 
cidents  are  but  too  common,  it  is 
of  importance  that  the  moft  fuc- 
.  cefsful  pradlice  in  thofe  cafes  fhould 
be  generally  known. 

Many  perfons  are  deflroyed  fud- 
denly  by  drinking  large  quantities  of 
Spirit.  Their  firft  effects  are  Jli- 
mulant ;  they  quicken  the  circu¬ 
lation,  and  occafion  much  blood 
to  be  thrown  upon  the  head.  They 
afterwards  prove  j'edative  ;  they 
bring  on  flupor;  lofs  of  reafon, 
total ;  of  motion  and  fenfation,  al- 
raoft  total.  Their  effects  may  be 
partly  owing  to  their  entering,  in 
home  degree,  into  the  circulation, 
but  depend  chiefly,  when  violent, 
on  their  adtion  on  the  nerves  of  the 
fiomach.  In  confequence,  the 
brain  is  afiedted,  and  the  nervous 
influence  fufpended  if  not  deftroy- 
ed.  All  the  parts  of  the  body 
therefore  partake  of  this  infenfibi- 
hty.  As  the  fkin  in  fome  cafes 
may  be  burnt  even  without  feel¬ 
ing,  fo  the  fiomach  and  inteftines 
may  be  fiimulated  confiderably 
without  any  effedt.  The  motion 
oi  the  heart  and  lungs  is  much  en¬ 
feebled  and  interrupted,  but  con¬ 
tinues  irregularly  till  death  en- 
fues. 

To  refeue  the  perfon  from  fo 
dangerous  a  fiate  is  extremely  dif¬ 
ficult.  To  counteract  thefe  eftedts 
by  medicine  is  Iefs  likely,  both  as 
the  power  of  fwallowing  is  loft, 
and  as,  probably,  little  or  po  ab- 
forption  then  takes  place.  But 
we  ought  to  endeavour,  xfi,  to  eva- 
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ctiate  the  poifon  ;  or  elfe,  2dly,  to 
dilute  it,  and  thereby  weaken  its 
adtion,  With  a  view  to  the  firft, 
brijk  < vomits  may  be  given-;  but, 
from  the  want  of  irritability  of  the 
fiomach,  thefe  often  will  not  aft, 
unlefs  given  early,  when  they  are 
of  great  fervice  in  cafes  of  intoxi¬ 
cation.  A  dock-porter,  who  died 
in  the  Liverpool  Infirmary  from 
this  caufe,  Feb.  28,  1780,  got 
down  overnight,  nearly  12  grains 
of  emetic  tartar  diflblved,  yet  it 
produced  little  or  no  effedt,  though 
he  lived  till  the  next  day.  Purges 
are  alfo  proper,  but  liable,  though 
in  a  lefs  degree,  to  the  fame  ob- 
jedb’ons.  Sharp  glyjlers  may  be  ad- 
minifiered  and  will  produce  fome 
evacuation,  but  their  operation 
does  not  extend  far  enough.  Large 
glyjlers,  of  water  only,  or  of  wa¬ 
ter  in  which  purging  fairs  are  dif- 
l'olved ,  thrown  up  with  fome  force 
by  a  fyringe,  might  be  of  more 
fervice. 

Oil  has  been  advifed  to  be  giv¬ 
en,  to  help  to  evacuate  the  fpirit, 
or  to  weaken  its  adtion. — - — But 
when  the  inadtivity  of  the  fiomach 
is  become  fo  great  and  the  danger 
fo  prefiing,  there  fee  ms  more  rea¬ 
fon  to  expedl  fuccefs,  from  largely 
diluting  that  poifon,  which  we  in 
vain  attempt  to  evacuate.  When 
intoxication  has  been  produced  by 
drinking  ftrong  liquors,  large  quan¬ 
tities  of  water,  or  weak  liquids, 
drank  are  found  to  leffen  it  very 
confiderably.  And  though  the 
power  of  fwallowing  be  loft,  yet 
by  means  of  a  pipe  (as  a  catheter) 
pafied  beyond  the  glottis,  or  even 
down  into  the  fiomach,  water 
might  be  poured  in,  in  fuch  quan¬ 
tity  as  was  judged  fufficient  ro  di¬ 
lute  and  carry  off  the  liquor  in  the 
fiomach.  To  the  water  might  be 

added. 
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added,  with  advantage  probably, 
•vinegar,  or  any  kind  of  acid:  or 
purgatives  might  be  difTolved  in  it, 
to  facilitate  the  pol Ton's  palling  off' 
by  the  inte dines.  A  pipe  of  this 
kind  too  would  afford  the  bell  me¬ 
thod  of  introducing  fubilance-s  into 
the  flomach  to  promote  vomiting. 

Putting  the  body  into  a  warm 
bath ,  or  the  legs  and  feet  in  warm 
water,  will  be  of  ufe,  by  leffen- 
ing  the  quantity  of  blood  accumu¬ 
lated  in  the  head  and  in  the  larger 
veflels :  and  feme  of  the  water  may 
perhaps  be  nbforbed.  With  a  view 
to  relieve  the  oppreffion,  bleeding , 
and  opening  the  temporal  artery  are 
advifeable.  If  the  pulfe  is  found 
to  become  freer  and  fuller  on  lofing 
feme  blood,  more  may  be  taker* 
away.  BUfcrs  may  alfo  be  applied 
with  advantage. 

The  coldnefs  of  the  extremities, 
and  the  evident  difficulty  with 
which  the  circulation  is  kept  up, 
point  out  the  propriety  of  afiilfing 
it  by  warmth  and  fridiion  applied 
to  the  fkin  (as  in  recovering 
drowned  perfons.)  Motion,  to  pre¬ 
vent  Peep,  may  probably  be  fer- 
viceable  in  fuch  cafes.  Great  care 
fhoufd  be  taken  to  loofen  the  nepk- 
band,  garters,  and  every  kind  of 
bandage, and  that  the  body  fhould 
lie  in  a  natural,  eafv,  polture;  on 
the  fide  is  perhaps  better  than  on 
the  belly,  though  that  has  baen 
recommended,  that  the  flomach 
might  the  eafier  difeharge  its  con¬ 
tents.  The  breathing  fhould  not 
be  obffrufted  nor  the  neck  lie  low. 
Or  in  a  bent  polition. 


Hints  for  the  General  Improvement  of 
Commons ,  recommended  to  the  Con¬ 
federation  of  t  very  Perfon  concerned 
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in  them ,  by  the  Author  of  “  Hints 
to  Gentlemen  of  Landed  Property 

AMONG  the  number  of  re¬ 
sources  which  this  country  is 
fuppofed  to  have  in  (lore,  none  is 
perhaps  pregnant  with  more  bene¬ 
fit  to  the  date,  and  to  individuals, 
than  our  commons,  or  vvafle  land. 
Every  man  who  has  turned  his 
thoughts  this  way,  perceives  thtf 
lofs  l'uflained  in  the  neglect  of  fo 
ffriking  an  objedt ;  but  the  bright¬ 
er  jewel  cannot  give  luftre,  till  it 
be  polifbed ;  nor  can  thefe  rude 
tradts  of  land  yield  their  due  profit 
to  fociety,  till  they  are  cultivated. 
Some  perfons,  from  mere  indolence 
and  inattention,  fome  through  ti¬ 
midity,  and  others,  perhaps-,  from 
a  commendable  perfuafion  that  the 
inclofmg  of  them  would  tend  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  pooreft  clafs 
of  mankind,  continue  to  overlook 
the  advantage  they  might  acquire 
from  them  ;  and  thus  fociety  lofes 
the  advantages  it  ought  to  derive 
from  this  fruitful  fource.  With 
refpedt  to  the  latter  objedlion,  it 
is  indeed  more  than  fpecious ; 
there  is,  it  mull  be  allowed,  forne- 
thing  invidious  in  the  very  idea  of 
wreiting  from  the  poor,  the  only 
inheritance  they  have;  in  which 
too  they  have  that  belt  of  title — 
Long  Pofleffion.  Therefore,  from 
equal  motives  of  humanity,  and 
found  policy,  their  property  and 
intereft  in  commons  ought  to  re¬ 
main  inviolate  ;  and  the  more  fo, 
as  they  hold  it  by  a  tenure  that 
does  not  admit  of  alienation. — Let 
commons  then  remain  in  their  pre- 
fen  t  Hate,  as  to  owners  and  pof- 
feffors,  but  let  the  fenfe  of  this 
country  be  fhewn,  in  adopting 
fome  method  for  their  improve¬ 
ment 
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ment,  which  will  be  of  infinite  ad¬ 
vantage  to  the  nation  at  large, — — 
To  promote  fo  laudable  a  project 
then,  it  were  to  be  wilhed  that  a 
bill  in  parliament  might  be  pro¬ 
cured,  not  for  the  inclofing,  but, 
for  the  improvement  and  better  regu¬ 
lation  of  all  the  commons  in  England ; 
which  is  the  more  earnefily  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  attention  of  the  land¬ 
ed  intereft,  left  the  neceffity  of  the 
times  fhould  hereafter  happen  to 
juftify  government,  in  ftriving  to 
grafp  at  an  influence,  over  this  ob¬ 
ject,  in  a  manner  which  may  be 
iefs  palatable,  and  yet  not  more 

beneficial  to  the  public, - This 

bill  fhould  be  fo  framed,  as  to  en¬ 
force  fomething  like  the  following 
prasftiee: — The  overfeers  of  the 
poor,  or  rather  fome  able  furveyor 
or  furveyors,  to  be  employed  for 
that  purpofe,  fhould  firft  exaftly 
afcertain,  in  every  parifh,  where 
there  is  any  confiderable  trail  of 
common,  what  ftock  that  common 
will  fairly  fupport. — This  done,  if 
the  proportion  of  common  be  large 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  in¬ 
habitants,  let  every  houfe,  from  the 
iargeft  manfion  to  the  meaneft  cot¬ 
tage  that  is  inhabited,  have  an 
equal  right  of  keeping  one  cow,  or 
fix  fheep,  or  any  other  proper  ftock 
in  the  like  proportion. — After  this 
allotment,  let  every  eftate  have  a 
right  to  ftock  the  furplufage  in 
proportion  to  what  it  pays  to  the 
poor  rates.  Let  every  cottager, 
and  every  proprietor  of  an  eftate, 
have  a  right  to  ftock  his  proportion, 
or  to  let  it  to  any  other  perfon  at 
his  option;  but  let  no  perfon  pre¬ 
lum  e  to  overftock,  under  fuch  pe¬ 
nalty  as  the  vvifdom  of  the  legifla- 
ture  fhall  think  prop°r  to  infiidl. 
Let  the  overfeers  of  the  poor  have 


a  power  to  oblige  every  perfon  in- 
terefted  in  the  common,  to  labour 
hi'mfelf,  or  to  fend  a  labourer  in 
his  ftead,  four  days  in  the  year; 
or  elfe  pay  fix  fhillings  in  money 
for  every  cow,  or  proportional  flock 
he  has  a  right  to  keep  ;  provided 
he  be  not  called  upon  in  time  of 
corn  or  hay  harveft,  or  feed  fea- 
fons.  Let  the  money  given  in  lieu 
of  labour,  and  the  perfona!  labour 
of  others,  be  employed,  under  pro¬ 
per  direction,  in  extirpating  brakes, 
bufhes,  furze,  fern,  and  other 
rubbifh,  in  draining  wet  parts, 
levelling  and  filling  up  broken 
ground  and  rutts,  in  making  baulks 
to  confine  the  roads  to  narrower 
compafs,  in  erefling  flood-gates, 
and  flops,  and  making  trenches, 
for  the  purpofe  of  watering  and 
flooding  fuch  parts  as  admit  of  that 
moft  valuable  of  all  improvements; 
in  fhort,  in  doing  every  thing  to 
the  common,  which  a  good  huf- 
bandman  would  do  to  his  farm,  or 
a  gentleman  to  his  park. 

Where  the  commons  are  fo  fmall 
as  not  to  admit  of  a  cow,  or  the 
like  proportion  of  ftock,  to  every 
houfe,  then  let  the  overfeers  of  the 
poor  have  a  power  to  let  them  to 
any  proper  tenant ;  and,  after  de¬ 
ducting  out  of  the  rent  what  may 
be  neceflary  towards  their  yearly 
improvement,  diftribute  the  re¬ 
mainder,  among  fuch  induftrious 
pariftiioners  as  have .  nothing  to 
truft  to  but  their  labour,  and  who 
are  not  relieved  by  the  poor  rates. 

Much  improvement  .may  un¬ 
doubtedly  be  made  upon  this  plan. 
— But  it  is  to  be  prelumed  that  no 
perfon,  unlefs  he  be  blinded  by  pre¬ 
judice,  can  make  any  objedlion  to 
a  fcheme,  which  appears  to  be‘ 
productive  of  fo  much  advantage  ; 

for 
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for  the  good  effeft  of  fuch  an  aft 
muft  be  obvious  to  every  common 
underftanding.  A  great  many 
commons,  under  this  regulation, 
will  be  as  beneficial  to  fociety  as 
though  they  were  inclofed  : — they 
will,  in  the  firft  place,  fupport 
nearly  double  the  flock  they  now 
do,  to  fay  nothing  about  mending 
the  breed,  which,  by  the  way, 
will  be  no  inconfiderable  objeft; 
the  rot  in  fheep,  and  many  other 
diforders  in  cattle,  will  be  greatly 
diminifhed,  as  they  have  frequent¬ 
ly  their  rife  from  unfound  com¬ 
mons: — the  face  of  the  country 
will  be  very  much  improved  j  for 
many  commons,  now  offenfive  to 
the  eye,  and  comfortlefs  to  the 
foot,  will  be  as  pleafant,  as  fmooth, 
and  firm  as  a  fine  lawn  or  park. 
— The  cottagers  can  advance  no 
juft  plea  againft  this  projeft;  for 
where  commons  are  large  they 
will  have  their  full  proportion. 


and  where  they  are  fmall,  they 
will  have  the  whole.  Owners  of 
eftates  cannot  objeft  to  it,  becaufb 
they  will,  in  the  former  cafe,  have 
their  juft  proportion  fecured  to 
them  j  and  in  the  latter,  the  little 
they  give  up  will  be  fo  ftrong  an 
incentive  to  induftry,  that  it  will 
operate  ultimately,  though  not  im¬ 
mediately,  in  their  favor. 

Thefe  particulars  are  fuggefted 
frpm  mere  motives  of  public  fpirit, 
and  are  addreffed  to  every  man  of 
landed  property,  from  a  full  per- 
fuafion,  that  fuch  a  fcheme  will 
greatly  tend  to  private  emolument, 
and  be  of  more  national  advantage 
than  mankind  are  in  general  aware 
of.  If  it  be  thought  too  crude  or 
futile,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  it 
will  at  leaft  lead  fome  abler  perfon, 
to  offer  a  plan  better  digefted,  and 
of  more  importance  in  its  opera¬ 
tion. 
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Of  the  ancient  Englifh  Stage.  From 
Supplemental  Obferuations  to  Stee- 
vens’i  Edition  of  Shakfpeare,-  by 
Mr.  Malone* 

A  H  E  drama,  before  the  time 
of  Shakfpeare,  was  fo  little 
cultivated,  or  fo  ill  underdood, 
that  it  is  unneceffary  to  carry  our 
refearches  higher  than  that  pe¬ 
riod.  Dryden  has  truly  obferved, 
that  he  “  found  not,,  but  created. 
M  the  ftage;”  of  which  no-one 
can  doubt,  who  confiders,  that  of 
ali  the  plays  iuued  from  the  prefs 
antecedent  to  the  year  1592,  when 
there  is  good  reafon  to  believe  he 
commenced  a  dramatick  writer, 
the  titles  are  fcarcely  known,  ex¬ 
cept  to  antiquarians ;  nor  is  there 
one  of  them  that  will  bear  a  fe- 
cond  perufal.  Yet  thel-e,  con¬ 
temptible  and  few  as  they  are,  we 
may  fuppofe  to  have  been  the 
moll  popular  productions  of  the 
time,  and  the  bed  that  had  been 
exhibited  before  the  appearance  of 
Shakfpeare. 

The  mod  ancient  Englifh  play¬ 
boy  les  of  which  I  have  met  any 
accounts,  are  the  Curtain  in  Shore¬ 
ditch,  and  the  Theatre. 

in  the  time  of  our  author,  there 
were  no  lefs  than  ten  theatres 
open :  four  private  houfes,  viz. 
taat  *n  Black  friars ,  the  Cockpit  or 
I3 heemx  in  Drury  Lane,  a  theatre 


in  White  friar  s.,  and  one  in  Sa* 
lifbury  Court ;  and  fix  that  were 
called  public  theatres  ;  viz.  the 
Globe ,  the  Susan,  the  Rcfe,  and 
the  Hope ,  on  the  Bank-dde;  the' 
Red  Bull  at  the  upper  end  of  St, 
John’s  dreet,  and  the  Fortune  in 
White-crofs  dreet.  The  two  lad 
were  chiefly  frequented  by  citi¬ 
zens. 

Mod,  if  not  all  of  Shakfpeare’s 
plays  were  performed  either  at  the 
Globe ,  or  at  the  theatre  in  Black-fri - 
ars.  I  fhall  therefore  confine  my  en¬ 
quiries  chiefly  to  thefe  two.  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  they  both  belonged  to 
the  fame  company  of  comedians, 
viz.  his  majedy’s  fervants,  which 
title  they  affumed,  after  a  licence 
had  been  granted  to  them  by  King 
James  in  1603;  having  before  that 
time  been  called  the  fervants  of  the 
lord  chamberlain. 

1  he  theatre  in  Black- friars  was, 
as  has  been  mentioned,  a  private 
houfe;  but  what  were  the  pecu¬ 
liar  and  didinguifhing  marks  of  a 
private  play-houfe,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  ascertain.  We  know  only  thaS 
it  was  very  fmall ;  and  that  plays 
were  there  ufually  reprefented  by 
candle-light. 

The  Globe ,  which  was  fituated 
on  die  fouthern  fide  of  the  river 
Thames,  was  an  hexagonal  build¬ 
ing,  pardy  open  to  the  weather, 
partly  ©overed  with  reeds,  ft  was 
1  a  public. 
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2  public  theatre,  and  of  conftder- 
able  fize  ;  and  there  they  always 
a&ed  by  day-light.  On  the  roof 
bf  the  Globe ,  and  the  other  public 
theatres,  a  pole  was  erected,  to 
which  a  flag  was  affixed.  Thefe 
flags  were  probably  difplayed  only 
during  the  hours  of  exhibition  ; 
and  it  fhould  feem  from  a  paflage 
in  one  of  the  old  comedies,  that 
they  were  taken  down  during  Lent, 
in  which  feafon  no  plays  were  pre¬ 
fen  ted. 

CI he  Globe ,  though  hexagonal  at 
the  ou tflde,  was  probably  a  rotun¬ 
da  within,  and  perhaps  had  its 
name  from  its  circular  form.  It 
might,  however,  have  been  deno¬ 
minated  only  from  its  flgn  ;  which 
was  a  figure  of  Hercules  fupport- 
ing  the  globe.  This  theatre  was 
burnt  down  in  161 3  ;  but  it  was  re¬ 
built  in  the  following  year,  and  de- 
torated  with  more  ornament  than 
had  been  originally  bellowed  upon 
it. 

The  exhibitions  at  the  Globe 
feem  to  have  been  calculated 
fchiefly  for  the  lower  clafs  of  peo¬ 
ple  ;  thofe  at  Black-friars >  for  a 
more  feledl  and  judicious  audience. 
This  appears  from  the  following 
prologue  to  ShirleyL  Doubtful  Heir, 
tvhich  is  inferted  among  his  poems, 
printed  in  1646,  with  this  title  : 

Prologue  at  the  Globe ,  to  his  co- 
inedy  called  the  Doubtful  Heir, 
which  Ihould  have  been  prefented 
at  the  Black  friars. 

Gentlemen,  I  am  only  fent  to  fay, 

Our  author  did  not  calculate  his  play 
For  this  meridian.  The  Bank-fde,  he 
knows, 

Is  far  more  fkilful  at  the  ebbs  and  flows 


Of  water  than  of  wit 3  he  did  not  mean 
For  the  elevation  of  your  poles,  this  fcche. 
No  fhews — no  dance— and  what  you  molt 
delight  in, 

Grave  underltanders  *,  here’s  no  target- 
lighting 

Upon  the  ftage  3  all  work  for  cutlers 
barr’d  3 

No  bawdry,  nor  no  ballads  3 — this  goes 
hard : 

But  language  clean,  and  what  affects  you 
not. 

Without  impoflibilities  the  plot; 

No  clown,  no  fquibs,  no  devil  in’t.— -Oh 
now, 

You  fquirrels  that  want  nuts,  what  will 
you  do  ? 

Pray  do  not  crack  the  benches,  and  we 
may 

rlereafter  fit  your  palates  with  a  play. 

But  you  that  can  contract  yourfelves,  and 
fit, 

As  you  were  now  In  the  Black-friars  pit, 
And  will  not  deaf  us  with  lewd  noife  and 
tongues,  / 

Becaulfe  we  have  no  heart  to  break  our 
lungs, 

Will  pardon  our  <z raft  ftage,  and  not  dif- 
grace 

This  play,  meant  for  your  perfons,  not 
the  place.” 

The  fuperior  difcernment  of  the 
Black-friars  audience  may  be  like- 
wife  collected  from  a  paflage  in  the 
preface  prefixed  by  Heminge  and 
Condell  to  the  firft  folio  edition  of 
our  author’s  works:  f<  and  though 
you  be  a  mag' '{l rate  of  wit,  and  fit 
on  the  ftage  at  Black-friars  or  the 
Cockpit,  to  arraigne  plays  dailie, 
know  thefe  plays  have  had  their 
tryal  already,  and  flood  out  all  ap~ 
peales.” 

A  writer,  already  quoted,  in¬ 
forms  us  that  one  of  thefe  thea¬ 
tres  was  a  winter,  and  the  other  a 
fummer  houfe.  As  the  Globe  was 
partly  expofed  to  the  weather,  and 


*  The  common  people  flood  in  the  Globe  theatre,  in  that  part  of  the  houfe 
which  we  now  call  the  pit ;  which  being  lower  than  the  ftage,  Shirley  calls  them 
under  ftanders.  In  the  private  play-houl'es,  it  appears  from  the  fubfequent  lines, 
there  were  feats  in  the  pit, 
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they  acted  there  ufually  by  day¬ 
light,  it  was  probably  the  furnmer 
theatre.  The  exhibitions  here 
feem  to  have  been  more  frequent 
than  at  Black-friars ,  at  lead,  till 
the  year  1604  or  1605,  when  the 
Bank- ftds  appears  to  have  become 
lefs  fafhionable,  and  lefs  frequent¬ 
ed  than  it  formerly  had  been. 

Many  of  our  ancient  dramatic 
pieces  were  performed  in  the  yards 
of  carriers’  inn,  in  which,  in  the 
beginning  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s 
jreign,  the  comedians,  who  then 
Jirft  united  themfelves  in  compa¬ 
nies,  erected  an  occafional  It  age 
The  form  of  thefe  temporary  play- 
houfes  feems  to  be  preferved  in  our 
modern  theatre.  The  gallaries  are, 
in  both,  ranged  over  each  other 
on  three  dues  of  the  building. 
The  fmall  rooms  under  the  lowed 
of  thefe  galleries,  anfwer  to  our 
prefent  boxes ;  and  it  is  obfervable 
that  thefe  even  in  theatres  which 
were  built  in  a  fubfequent  period 
exprefsly  for  dramatic  exhibitions, 
dill  retained  their  old  name,  and 
are  frequently  called  rooms  by  our 
ancient  writers.  The  yard  bears 
a  fufficient  refemblance  to  the  pit, 
as  at  prefent  in  ufe.  We  may  fup- 
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pofe  the  dage  to  have  been  raifecl 
in  this  area,  on  the  fourth  lide, 
with  its  back  to  the  gateway  of 
the  inn,  at  which  the  money  for 
ad  million  was  taken.  Thus,  in 
fine  weather,  a  play-houfe  not 
incommodious  might  have  been 

O 

formed. 

Hence,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Globe ,  and  I  fuppofe  of  the  other 
public  theatres,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  there  was  an  open 
yard  or  area,  where  the  common 
people  dood  to  fee  the  exhibition  % 
from  which  circumdance  they  are 
called  by  our  author  groundlings , 
and  by  Ben  Jonfon,  “  the  under - 
ftanding  gentlemen  of  the  ground.” 

In  the  ancient  play-houfes  there 
appears  to  have  been  a  private 
box;  of  which  it  is  not  eafy  to 
afcertain  the  lituation.  It  feems 
to  have  been  placed  at  the  fide  of 
the  dage,  towards  the  rear,  and  to 
have  been  at  a  lower  price  ;  in  this 
feme  people  fat,  either  from  ceco- 
nomy  or  fingularity.  The  galle- 
ries  or  fcajfolds ,  as  they  are  fame- 
times  called,  and  that  part  of  the 
houfe,  which  in  private  theatres 
was  named  the  pit  f ,  feem  to  have 
been  at  the  fame  price  ;  and  pro¬ 
bably 


'*  Fleck  no,  in  his  Short  Difcourfe  of  the  Englifh  Stage ,  publifhed  in  1664, 
fays,  fome  remains  of  thefe  ancient  threatres  were  at  that  day  to  be  feen  in  the 
inn-yards  of  the  Crofs-keys  in  Grace- church  Street,  and  the  Bull  in  Bifhopfgate 
Street, 

In  the  feventeen  play-houfes  erefled  between  the  years  1570  and  1629,  the 
continuator  of  Stowe’s  Chronicle  reckons  “  five  innes  or  common  cjhryes  turned 
into  play-houfes.” 

f  The  pit,  Dr.  Percy  fuppofes  to  have  received  its  name  from  one  of  the 
play-houfes  having  been  formerly  a  cock-pit.  This  account  of  the  term,  how¬ 
ever,  feems  to  be  fomewhat  queftionablei  The  place  where  the  feats  are  ranged 
in  St,  Mary’s  at  Cambridge,  is  ftili  called  the  pit ;  and  no  one  can  fufpeft  that 
venerable  fabric  of  having  ever  been  a  cock-pity  or  that  the  phrafe  was  borrow¬ 
ed  from  a  play-houfe  to  be  applied  to  a  church.  A  pit  is  a  place  low  in  its  re¬ 
lative  fituation,  and  fuc-h  b  the  middle  part  of  a  theatre. 
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bably  in  houfes  of  reputation,  fuch 
as  the  Globe,  and  that  in  Black- 
friars,  the  price  of  admidion  into 
thofe  parts  of  the  theatre  was  fix- 
pence,  while  in  fome  meaner  play- 
houfes  it  was  only  a  penny,  in 
others  two- pence.  The  price  of 
ad  million  into  the  bed  rooms  or 
boxes,  was,  I  believe,  in  our  au¬ 
thor’s  time,  a  drilling;  though  af¬ 
terwards  it  appears  to  have  rifen 
to  two  drillings  and  half  a  crown. 

From  feveral  paffages  in  our  old 
plays  we  learn,  that  fpe&ators  were 
admitted  on  the  dage,  and  that 
the  critics  and  wits  of  the  time 
ufuaily  fat  there.  Some  were 
placed  on  the  ground*;  others  fat 
on  dools,  of  which  the  price  was 
either  fixpence  or  a  drilling,  ac¬ 
cording,  I  fuppofe,  to  the  com- 
nrodioufnefs  of  the  lituation.  And 
they  were  attended  by  pages,  who 
furnidred  them  with  pipes  and  to¬ 
bacco,  which  was  fmoked  here  as 
well  as  in  other  parts  of  the  houfe. 
Yet  it  Ihould  feem  that  perfons 
were  differed  to  lit  on  the  dage 
only  in  the  private  play-honfes, 
(luch  as  Black-friars ,  &c.)  where 
the  audience  was  more  feledt,  and 
of  a  higher  clafs;  and  that  in  the 
Globe  and  the  other  public  thea¬ 
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tres,  no  fuch  licence  was  permit¬ 
ted. 

The  dage  was  drewed  with 
rulhes, which, w*  learn  from  Hentz- 
ner  and  Caius  de  Ephemera,  was 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  the 
ufual  covering  of  doors  in  Eng¬ 
land.  The  curtain  which  hangs 
in  the  front  of  the  prefent  dage, 
drawn  up  by  lines  and  pullies, 
though  not  a  modern  invention, 
(for  it  was  ufcd  by  Inigo  Jones  in 
the  mafques  at  court)  was  yet  an 
apparatus  to  which  the  dm  pie  me- 
chanifm  of  our  ancient  theatres  had 
not  arrived  ;  for  in  -them  the  cur¬ 
tains  opened  in  the  middle,  and 
were  drawn  backwards  and  for¬ 
wards  on  an  iron  rod.  In  fome 
piay-houfes  they  were  woollen,  in 
others,  made  of  filk.  Towards 
the  rear  of  the  dage  there  appears 
to  have  been  a  balcony,  the  plat¬ 
form  of  which  was  probably  eight 
or  ten  feet  from  the  ground.  I  fup¬ 
pofe  it  to  have  been  fupported  by 
pillars.  From  hence  in  many  of 
our  old  plays,  part  of  the  dialogue 
was  fpoken  ;  and  in  the  front  of 
this  balcony,  curtains  likevvife  were 
hung. 

o 

A  doubt  has  been  entertained, 
whether  in  our  ancient  theatres 


•Shakfpeare  himfelf  ufes  cock-pit  to  exprefs  a  fmall  confined  fituation,  without 
any  particular  reference: 

“  Can  this  cock-pit  hold 
(t  The  vady  fields  of  Franc?"— or  may  we  cram, 

“  Within  this  wooden  O,  the  very  cafques  1 

“  That  did  affright  the  air  at  Agincourt.” 

*  “  Being  on  your  feet,  Intake  not  away  like  a  coward,  hut  falute  all  your 
gentle  acquaintance  that  are  fpread  either  on  the  rufhes ,  or  on  ftooles  about  you; 

and  draw  what  troops  you  can  from  the  dage  after  you - — ”  Decker’s  Gul's 

Horn-book.  1609.  This  accounts  for  Hamlet’s  fitting  on  the  ground  at  Ophe¬ 
lia’s  feet,  during  the  reprefen tation  of  the  play  before  the  king  and  court  of  Den¬ 
mark.  Our  author  has  only  placed  the  young  prince  in  the  fame  fituation  in 
which  he  perhaps  often  faw  Effex  or  Southampton  at  the  feet  of  fome  celebrated 
beauty.  What  fome  chofe  from  caconomy,  gallantry  might  have  recommend¬ 
ed  to  others. 
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there  were  fide  and  other  fcenes. 
The  queflion  is  involved  in  fo 
much  obfcurity,  that  it  is  very 
difficult  to  form  any  decided  opi¬ 
nion  upon  it.  It  is  certain,  that 
in  the  year  1603,  Inigo  Jones  ex¬ 
hibited  an  entertainment  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  in  which  moveable  fcenes 
were  ufed*;  but  he  appears  to  have 
introduced  feveral  pieces  of  ma¬ 
chinery  in  the  mafques  at  court,, 
with  which  undoubtedly  the  pub¬ 
lic  theatres  were  unacquainted. 
A  paiTage  which  has  been  pro¬ 
duced  from  one  of  the  old  come¬ 
dies,  proves,  it  muft  be  owned, 
that  even  thefe  were  furnifhed 
with  fome  pieces  of  machinery, 
which  were  ufed  when  it  was 
requifite  to  exhibit  the  defcent  of 
feme  god  or  faint ;  but  from  all 
the  cotemporary  accounts,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe,  that  the  me- 
chanifm  of  our  ancient  flage  fel- 
dorn  went  beyond  a  painted  chair, 
or  a  trap-door,  and  that  Few,  if 
any  of  them,  had  any  moveable 
fcenes.  When  king  Henry  VIII. 
fs  to  be  difeovered  by  the  dukes 
of  Suffolk  and  Norfolk,  reading 
in  his  fludy,  the  fcenical  direction 
in  the  firll  folio,  1623,  ([which 
\vas  printed  apparently  from 
play-houfe  copies)  is,  <e  The 
king  draws  the  cur  tablet  [*•  e- 
draws  it  open]  and  fits  reading 
tienjively  ;  for,  beddes  the  prin¬ 


cipal  curtains  that  hung  in  the 
front  of  the  flage,  they  ufed  others 
as  fubflitutes  for  fcenes.  If  a 
bed-chamber  is  to  be  exhibited, 
no  change  pf  feene  is  mentioned  ; 
but  the  property-man  is  fimply 
ordered  to  thrufi  forth  a  bed . 
When  the  fable  requires  the  Ro¬ 
man  capitol  to  be  exhibited,  we 
find  two  officers  enter,  to  lay 
cufhions,  as  it  were  in  the  ca- 
pitok”  So,  in  King  Richard  II. 
a£l  iv.  fc.  i.  <f  Bolingbroke,  &c. 
enter  as  to  the  parliament.’? 
Again,  in  Sir  John  Qldcafle, 
1600  :  “  Enter  Cambridge, 

Scroop,  and  Gray,  as  in  a  cham¬ 
ber.”  In  Romeo  and  Juliet,  I 
doubt  much  whether  any  exhi¬ 
bition  of  JuliePs  monument  was 
given  on  the  flage.  I  imagine 
Romeo  only  opened  with  his  mat¬ 
tock  one  of  the  flage  trap-doors, 
(which  might  have  reprefented  a 
tomb- done)  by  which  he  defeended 
to  a  vault  beneath  the  flage,  where 
Juljet  was  depofited  ;  and  this 
idea  is  countenanced  by  a  paffage 
in  the  play,  and  by  the  poem  on 
which  the  drama  was  founded. 

How  little  the  imaginations  of 
the  audience  were  affifled  by  fceni¬ 
cal  deception,  and  how  much  ne- 
ceffity  our  author  had  to  call  on 
them  to  **  piece  out  imperfections 
with  their  thoughts,”  niay  be  alfo 
collected  from  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 


#  See  Peck’s  Memoirs  of  Milton,  p.  282  :  The  above  mentioned  art  of 
varying'  the  face  of  the  whole  flage  was  a  new  thing,  and  never  been  in  England 
till  Auguft  1605,  at  what  time,  king  Janies  I.  being  to  be  entertained  at  Ox¬ 
ford,  the  heads  of  that  Univerfity  hired  the  aforefaid  Inigo  Jones  (a  great  tra¬ 
veller)  who  undertook  to  farther  them  much,  and  tp  furnifh  them  with  rare 
devices  for  the  Icing’s  entertainment.  Accordingly  he  erected  a  flage  dole  to 
the  upper  end  of  the  hall,  (as  it  feemed  at  the  firfl  fight)  at  Chrifl-chuixh  5 
but  it  was  indeed  but  a  falfe  wail,  fair  painted  and  adorned  with  (lately  pillars, 
which  pillars  would  turn  about.  By  reaibn  whereof,  with  other  painted  clothes , 
en  Wednelday  Aug,  28.  he  varied  their  flage  three  times  in  the  adting  of  one 
tragedy,” 

who, 
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M/ho,  defcribing  the  ftate  of  the 
drama  and  the  ftage,  in  his  time, 
fays,  st  Now  you  fhali  fee  three 
ladies  walk  to  gather  flowers,  and 
then  we  muft  believe  the  ftage  to 
be  a  garden.  By  and  by  we  heare 
news  of  a  Ihipwracke  in  the  fame 
place  ;  then  we  are  to  blame  if  we 
accept  it  not  for  a  rock.  Upon 
the  back  of  that,  comes  out  a  hi¬ 
deous  monfter  with  fire  and  fmoke; 
then  the  miferabie  beholders  are 
bound  to  take  it  for  a  cave  ;  while 
in  the  mean  time  two  armies  fly 
in,  reprefented  with  four  fwords 
and  bucklers,  and  then  what  hard 
heart  will  not  receive  it  for  a 
pitched  field.” 

All  thefe  circumflances  induce 
me  to  believe  that  our  ancient 
theatres,  in  general,  were  only 
furnifhed  with  curtains,  and  a 
Angle  fcene  compofed  of  tapeflry, 
which  appears  to  have  been  fome- 
times  ornamented  with  pictures  : 
and  fome  paffages  in  our  old 
dramas  incline  one  to  think,  that 
when  tragedies  were  performed, 
the  ftage  was  hung  with  black. 

In  the  early  part,  at  lealt,  of 
our  author’s  acquaintance  with  the 
theatre,  the  want  of  fcenery  feems 
to  have  been  fupplied  by  the  fim- 
ple  expedient  of  writing  the  names 
of  the  different  places  where  the 
fcene  was  laid  in  the  progrefs  of 
the  play,  which  were  difpofed  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  viiible  to 
the  audience. 

Though  the  apparatus  for  thea¬ 
tric  exhibitions  was  thus  fcanty, 
and  the  machinery  of  the  iimplelt 
kind,  the  invention  of  trap-doors 
appears  not  to  be  modern  ;  for  in 
an  old  morality,  entitled.  All  for 
Money ,  we  find  a  marginal  di- 
redtion,  which  implies  that  they 
were  early  in  life, 


U  I  T  I  E  S.  i5t 

It  appears  from  Heywood’s  Apo¬ 
logy  for  Afters,  that  the  covering, 
or  internal  roof  of  the  ftage,  was 
anciently  termed  the  heavens .  It 
was  probably  painted  of  a  Iky- 
blue  colour;  or  perhaps  pieces  of 
drapery  tinged  with  blue  were 
fufpended  acrofs  the  ftage,  to  re- 
prefent  the  heavens. 

From  a  plate  prefixed  to  Kirk- 
man’s  Drolls,  printed  in  1672,  in 
which  there  is  a  view  of  a  thea- 

f 

trical  booth,  it  Ihould  feem  that 
the  ftage  was  formerly  lighted  by 
two  large  branches,  of  a  form 
fimilar  to  thofe  now  hung  in 
churches.  They  being,  I  fup- 
pofe,  found  incommodious,  as 
they  obftrudted  the  fight  of  the 
fpedlators,  gave  place  in  a  fub- 
fequent  period  to  fmall  circular 
wooden  frames,  furnilhed  with 
candles,  eight  of  which  were  hung 
on  the  ftage,  four  at  either  fide  : 
and  thefe  within  a  few  years  were 
wholly  removed  by  Mr.  Garrick, 
who,  on  his  return  from  France, 
firlt  introduced  the  prelent  com¬ 
modious  method  of  illuminating 
the  ftage  by  lights  not  viiible  to 
the  audience. 

If  all  the  players  whofe  names 
are  enumerated  in  the  firft  folio 
edition  of  our  author’s  works, 
belonged  to  the  fame  theatre,  they 
compofed  a  numerous  company; 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  they  all 
performed  at  the  fame  period,  or 
in  the  lame  houfe.  Many  of  the 
companies  certainly  were  fo  thin, 
that  one  perfon  played  two  or 
three  parts  ;  and  a  battle  on 
which  the  fate  of  an  empire  was 
fuppofed  to  depend,  was  decided 
by  half  a  dozen  combatants.  It 
appears  to  have  been  a  common 
practice  in  their  mock  engage¬ 
ments,  to  difeharge  fmall  pieces 
of  ordnance  on  the  ftage. 

l4 
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Before  the  exhibition  began, 
three  flouriihes  or  pieces  of  mufic 
were  played,  or,  in  the  ancient 
language,  there  were  three  found¬ 
ings.  Muftc  was  like  wife  played 
between  the  aCts,  The  inftruments 
chiefly  ufed  were  trumpets,  cor¬ 
nets,  and  hautboys.  The  band, 
which  did  not  conftft  of  more  than 
Jive  or  fix  performers,  fat  (as  I 
have  been  told  by  a  very  ancient 
ftage  veteran #  who  had  his  in¬ 
formation  from  Bowman,  the  con¬ 
temporary  of  Betterton)  in  an 
upper  balcony,  over  what  is  now 
called  the  ftage-box. 

The  perfon  who  fpoke  the  pro¬ 
logue,  was  ulhered  in  by  trumpets, 
and  ufually  wore  a  long  black 
velvet  cloak,  which,  I  fuppofe, 
was  confidered  as  beft  fuited  to  a 
Supplicatory  addrefs.  Of  this 
cuftom,  whatever  might  have  been 
its  origin,  feme  traces  remained 
till  very  lately ;  a  black  coat  hav¬ 
ing  been,  if  I  miftake  not,  within 
thefe  few  years,  the  conftant  ftage- 
habiliment  of  our  modern  pro- 
logue-fpeakers.  The  drefs  of  the 
ancient  prologue-fpeaker  is  ftill 
retained  in  the  play  that  is  ex¬ 
hibited  in  Hamlet y  before  the  king 
and  court  of  Denmark, 

An  epilogue  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  a  regular  appendage  to 
a  play  in  Shakfpeare’s  time  ;  for 
many  of  his  dramas  had  none ; 
at  leak,  they  have  not  been  pre- 
ferved,  In  All's  Well  that  Ends 
IV ?//,  the  Midfummer  Night’s 
Dream,  As  you  like  it,  ?  roiius 
and  CreJJida,  and  The  Vempejl, 
the  epilogue  is  fpoken  by  one  of 
the  perfons  of  the  drama,  and 
adapted  to  the  character  of  the 
fpeaker ;  a  circumftance  that  I 
have  not  obferved  in  the  epilogues 
of  any  other  author  of  that  age. 


The  epilogue  was  not  always 
fpoken  by  one  of  the  performers 
in  the  piece,  for  that  fubjoined  to 
Vhe  Second  Part  of  King  Henry  IV. 
appears  to  have  been  delivered  by 
a  dancer. 

The  performers  of  male  cha¬ 
racters  generally  wore  periwigs, 
which  in  the  age  of  Shakfpeare 
were  not  in  common  ufe.  It 
appears  from  a  paifage  in  Putten- 
ham’s  Art  of  Engli/h  Poefy ,  1 589, 
that  vizards  were  on  fome  occa- 
fions  ufed  by  the  aCtors  of  thofe 
days ;  and  it  may  be  inferred  from 
a  Scene  in  one  of  our  author’s  co¬ 
medies,  that  they  were  fometimes 
worn  in  his  time,  by  thofe  who 
performed  female  characters.  But 
this,  I  imagine,  was  very  rare. 
Some  of  the  female  part  of  the 
audience  likewife  appeared  in 
malks. 

The  ftage-drefles,  it  is  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe,  were  much  more 
coftly  at  fome  theatres  than  others. 
Yet  the  wardrobe  of  even  the 
king’s  fervants  at  the  Globe  and 
Black-friars ,  was,  we  find,  but 
fcantily  furnifbed ;  and  our  au¬ 
thor’s  dramas  derived  very  little  aid 
from  the  fplendor  of  exhibition. 

It  is  well  known,  that  in  the 
time  of  Shakfpeare,  and  for 
many  years  afterwards,  female 
characters  were  represented-  by 
boys  or  young  men.  Sir  William' 
B’Avenant,  in  imitation  of  the 
foreign  theatres,  firft  introduced 
females  in  the  feene,  and  Mrs. 
Betterton  is  faid  to  have  been  the 
firft  woman  that  appeared  on  the 
Englifh  ftage.  Andrew  Penny- 
cuicke  played  the  part  of  Matilda , 
in  a  tragedy  of  Davenport’s,  in 
1655  ;  and  Mr.  Kynafton  aCted 
feveral  female  parts  after  the  Re- 
flotation,  Downes,  a  co tempo¬ 
rary 
</ 
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yary  of  his,  allures  us,  “  that 
being  then  very  young,  he  made 
a  complete  ilage  beauty,  perform¬ 
ing  his  parts  fo  well,  (particularly 
Arthiope  and  Aglaura )  that  it  has 
lince  been  difputable  among  the 
judicious,  whether  any  woman 
that  fucceeded  him,  touched  the 
audience  fo  fenfibly  as  he.” 

Both  the  prompter,  or  book- 
holder,  as  he  was  fometimes  called, 
and  the  property-man,  appear  to 
have  been  regular  appendages  of 
our  ancient  theatres. 

No  writer  that  I  have  met  with, 
intimates  that,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  it  was  cujiomary  to 
exhibit  more  than  a  fingie  dramatic 
piece  on  one  day. 

The  Yorkjhire  Tragedy ,  or  All' s 
cne>  indeed,  appears  to  have  been 
one  of  four  pieces  that  were  re- 
prefented  on  the  fame  day  ;  and 
Fletcher  has  alfo  a  piece  called 
Four  Plays  in  One ;  but  probably, 
thefe  were  either  exhibited  on 
fome  particular  occafion,  or  were 
ineffectual  efforts  to  introduce  a 
new  fpecies  of  amufement ;  for 
we  do  not  find  any  other  inftances 
of  the  fame  kind.  Had  any 
Ihorter  pieces  been  exhibited  after 
the  principal  performance,  fome 
of  them  probably  would  have  been 
printed  :  but  there  are  none  extant 
of  an  earlier  date  than  the  time  of 
the  Reftoration.  The  practice 
therefore  of  exhibiting  two  dramas 
fucceflively  in  the  fame  evening, 
we  may  be  affured,  was  not  eftab- 
lifhed  before  that  period.  But 
though  the  audiences  in  the  time 
of  our  author,  were  not  gratified 
by  the  reprefentation  of  more  than 
one  drama  in  the  fame  day,  the 
entertainment  was  diverfified,  and 
the  populace  diverted,  by  vaulting, 
tumbling,  fight  of  hand,  and  mor¬ 
ris-dancing  :  a  mixture  not  much 


more  heterogeneous  than  that 
with  which  we  are  daily  prefented, 
a  tragedy  and  a  farce. 

The  amufements  of  our  an- 
ceftors,  before  the  commencement 
of  the  play,  were  of  various  kinds. 
While  fome  part  of  the  audience 
entertained  themfelves  with  read¬ 
ing,  or  playing  at  cards,  others 
were  employed  in  lefs  refined  oc¬ 
cupations  ;  in  drinking  ale,  or 
fmoaking  tobacco  :  with  thefe  they 
were  furnifhed  by  male  attendants, 
of  whole  clamour,  a  fatirical  writer 
of  the  time  of  James  I.  loudly 
complains. 

It  was  a  common  practice  to 
carry  table-books  to  the  theatre, 
and  either  from  curiofity,  or  en¬ 
mity  to  the  author,  or  fome  other 
motive,  to  write  down  paffages  of 
the  play  that  was  reprefented  : 
and  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that 
the  imperfedt  and  mutilated  copies 
of  fome  of  Shakfpeare’s  dramas, 
which  are  yet  extant,  were  taken 
down  in  fhort-hand  during  the 
exhibition. 

At  the  end  of  the  piece,  the 
adtors,  in  noblemens’  houfes  and 
in  taverns,  where  plays  were  fre¬ 
quently  performed,  prayed  for  the 
health  and  profperity  of  their  pa¬ 
trons  ;  and  in  the  public  theatres, 
for  the  king  and  queen.  This 
prayer  fometimes  made  part  of  the 
epilogue.  Hence,  probably,  as 
Mr.  Steevens  has  obferved,  the 
addition  of  Vi<vant  rex  et  regina , 
to  the  modern  play-bills. 

Plays  in  the  time  of  our  author, 
began  at  one  o’clock  in  the  after¬ 
noon  ;  and  the  exhibition  was 
ufually  finifhed  in  two  hours. 
Even  in  1667,  they  commenced  at 
three  o’clock. 

When  Goffon  wrote  his  School 
of  Abufe  in  1579,  it  feems  that 
dramatic  entertainments  were  ufu¬ 
ally 
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ally  exhibited  on  Sundays.  After¬ 
wards  they  were  performed  on 
that  and  other  days  indifcrimL 
nately.  From  the  filence  of 
Prynne  on  this  fubjedl,  it  has 
been  fuppofed  that  the  pra&ice  of 
exhibiting  plays  on  the  Lord’s 
day  was  difcontinued  when  he 
ublifhed  his  Hijtriomajiix ,  in  1 63  3 ; 
lit  I  doubt  whether  this  conjecture 
be  well  founded,  for  it  appears 
from  a  cotemporary  writer,  that 
it  had  not  been  abolifhed  in  the 
third  year  of  king  Charles  I. 

It  has  been  a  queftion  whether 
it  was  formerly  a  common  practice 
to  ride  on  hprfeback  to  the  play- 


houfe  ;  a  circumffance  that  would 
fcarCely  deferve  con  liberation,  if 
it  were  not  in  fome  fort  connected 
with  our  author’s  hi^ary,  a  plau* 
fible  dory  having  been  built  on 
this  foundation.,  relative  to  his 
bird  introduftion  to  the  dage. 

The  modes  of  conveyance  to  the 
theatre,  anciently,  as  at  prefent, 
feem  to  have  been  various  ;  fome 
going  in  coaches,  others  on  horfe- 
back,  and  many  by  water,  To 
the  Globe  play-houfe  the  company 
probably  were  conveyed  by  wa¬ 
ter  ;  to  that  in  Black-friars ,  the 
gentry  went  either  in  coaches  % 
or  on  horfe-back ;  and  the  com^ 


^  See  a  letter  from  Mr,  Garrard  to  Lord  Strafford,  dated  Jan.  9,  1633-4.; 
Strafford’s  Letters ,  voh  I.  p.  175  s  <£  Here  hath  been  an  order  of  the  lords  of 
the  council  hung  up  in  a  table  near  Paul's  and  the  Black-friars ,  to  command 
all  that  refort  to  the  play-houfe  there,  to  fend  away  their  coaches ,  and  tp  dif- 
perfe  abroad  in  Paul'  s-church-yard,  Carter-lane ,  the  Conduit  in  Fleet-jlreet,  and 
other  places,  and  not  to  return  to  fetch  their  company,  but  they  mud  trot  a-foot 
to  find  their  coaches ’twas  kept  very  ftri£lly  for  two  or  three  weeks,  but  now 
J  think  it  is  difordered  again.” — It  flhould  however  be  remembered  that  this 
was  written  above  forty  years  after  Shakfpeare’s  firft  acquaintance  with  the 
theatre.  Coaches,  in  the  time  of  queen  Elisabeth,  were  poffelfed  but  by  very 
few.  They  were  not  in  ordinary  ufe  till  after  the  year  1605,  See  Stowe’s 
Annals ,  p.  867.  Eyen  when  the  above  mentioned  order  was  made,  there  were 
no  hackney  coaches.  Thefe,  as  appears  from  another  letter  in  the  fame  coL 
leflion,  were  eftablilhed  a  few  months  afterwards.— Cf  I  cannot  (fays  Mr. 
Garrard)  omit  to  mention  any  new  thing  that  comes  up  amongft  us,  though 
never  fo  trivial.  Here  is  one  captain  Baily,  he  hath  been  a  fea-captain,  but 
now  lives  on  the  land,  about  this  city,  where  he  tries  experiments.  He  hath 
cre£led  according  to  his  ability,  fome  four  hackney  coaches ,  put  hi?  men  iq 
livery,  and  appointed  them  to  Hand  at  the  May-pole  in  the  Strand ,  giving  them 
jnftruflions  at  what  rates  to  carry  men  into  leveral  parts  of  the  town,  where  all 
day  they  may  be  had.  Other  hackney-men  feeing  this  way,  they  flocked  to 
the  fame  place,  and  perform  their  journies  at  the  fame  rate.  So  that  forne- 
times  there  is  twenty  of  them  together,  which  difpeyfe  up  and  down,  that  they 
and  others  are  to  be  had  every  where,  as  water-men  are  to  be  had  by  the  water- 
iide.  Every  body  is  much  pleafed  with  it.  For  whereas,  before,  coaches 
could  not  be  had  but  at  great  rates,  now  a  man  may  have  one  much  cheaper.” 
This  letter  is  dated  April  1,  1634.— Strafford’s  Letters ,  vol.  I.  p.  227. 

A  few  months  afterwards,  hackney-chairs  were  introduced  :  (t  Here  is  alfq 
another  project  for  carrying  people  up  and  clown  in  clofe  chairs ,  for  the  foie 
doing  whereof,  Sir  Sander  Duncombe,  a  traveller,  now  a  penfioner,  hath  ob¬ 
tained  a  patent  from  the  king,  and  hath  forty  or  fifty  making  ready  for  ufe.” 

Sbid.  p.  3-36* 
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3fton  people  on  foot.  In  an  epi¬ 
gram  by  Sir  John  Davis,  the 
practice  of  riding  to  the  theatre  is 
ridiculed  as  a  piece  of  affectation 
or  vanity  ;  and  therefore  we  may 
prefume  it  was  not  very  general. 

Though  from  the  want  of  news¬ 
papers  and  other  periodical  pub¬ 
lications,  intelligence  was  not  fo 
fpeedily  circulated  in  former  times 
as  at  prefent,  our  ancient  theatres 
do  not  appear  to  haye  laboured 
under  any  difadvantage  in  this  re- 
Jpeft  ;  for  the  players  printed  and 
expofed  accounts  of  the  pieces  that 
they  intended  to  exhibit,  which, 
however,  did  not  contain  a  com¬ 
plete  liil  of  the  characters,  or  the 
names  of  the  aCtors  by  whom  they 
were  reprefen  ted  *. 

The  long  and  whimfical  titles 
that  are  prefixed  to  the  quarto 
copies  of  our  author’s  plays,  I 
fuppofe  to  have  been  tranferibed 
from  the  play-bills  of  the  time. 
They  were  equally  calculated  to 
attraCt  the  notice  of  the  idle  gazer 
in  the  walks  at  St.  Paul’s,  or  to 
draw  a  crowd  about  fome  voci¬ 
ferous  Autolycus,  who  perhaps 
was  hired  by  the  players  thus  to 
raife  the  expectations  of  the  mul¬ 
titude.  It  is  indeed  highly  im¬ 
probable  that  the  modeit  Shak¬ 
fpeare,  who  has  more  than  once 
apologized  for  his  untutored  lines, 
fnould  in  his  rnanuferipts  have 
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entitled  any  of  his  dramas  moji 
excellent  and pleafant  performances. 
A  contemporary  writer  has  pre- 
ferved  fomething  like  a  play- bill 
of  thofe  days^  which  feeins  tq 
corroborate  this  obfervation  ;  for 
if  it  were  divefled  of  rhime,  it 
would  bear  no  very  dillant  re- 
femblance  to  the  title  pages  that 
Hand  before  fome  of  our  author’s 
dramas ; 

tc - Prithee,  what’s  the  play  ? 

(The  firft  I  vifited  this  twelvemonth  day) 
They  fay— u  A  new  invented  boy  of  Pur/e, 
That  jeoparded  his  necke  tofteale  a  girl 
Of  twelve  j  and  lying  fall:  impounded  for’t. 
Has  hither  fent  his  bearde  to  aft  his  part  5 
Againlt  all  thofe  in  open  malice  bent, 

That  would  not  freely  to  the  theft  confent : 
Fames  all  to’s  wifh,  and  in  the  epilogue 
Gees  out  applauded  for  a  famous — rogue.” 
“  —  Now  hang  me  if  I  did  not  look  at  firft 
For  fome  fucii  fluff,  by  the  fond  people’s 
thruft.” 

It  is  uncertain  at  what  time  the 
ufage  of  giving  authors  a  benefit 
on  the  third  day  of  the  exhibition 
of  their  piece  commenced.  Mr. 
Oldys,  in  one  of  his  rnanuferipts, 
intimates  that  dramatic  poets  had 
anciently  their  benefit  on  the  firft 
day  that  a  new  play  was  repre¬ 
fen  ted ;  a  regulation  which  would 
Jiave  been  very  favourable  to  fome 
of  the  ephemeral  productions  of 
modern  times.  But  for  this  there 

-  .  „  *  .  *  T  ' 

is  nor,  I  believe,  any  fufficient 
authority.  From  D’Avenant,  in- 


*  This  practice  did  not  commence  till  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century. 
I  have  leen  a  play-bill  printed  in  the  year  1697,  which  exprelled  only  the  titles 
of  the  two  pieces  that  were  to  be  exhibited,  and  the  time  when  they  were  to  be 
reprefented.  Notices  of  plays  to  be  performed  on  a  future  day,  fimilar  to  thofe 
now  daily  published,  are  found  in  the  original  edition  of  the  Spectators  in  1711. 
In  thefe  early  theatrical  advertifemepts,  our  author  is  always  fliled  the  immortal 
Shakfpeare.  Hence  Pope : 

“  Shakfpeare,  whom  you  and  every  play-boufe  bill 
“  Style  the  divine ,  the  matchlefs,  what  you  will - -1* 

deed* 
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deed,  we  learn,  that  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  reign  of  queen  Eli¬ 
zabeth,  the  poet  had  his  benefit 
on  the  fecond  day.  As  it  was  a 
general  practice,  in  the  time  of 
Shakfpeare,  to  fell  the  copy  of 
the  play  to  the  theatre,  I  imagine, 
in  fuch  cafes,  an  author  derived 
no  other  advantage  from  his  piece, 
than  what  arofe  from  the  fale  of 
it.  Sometimes,  however,  he  found 
it  more  beneficial  to  retain  the 
copy-right  in  his  own  hands ;  and 
when  he  did  fo,  I  fuppofe  he  had 
a  benefit.  It  is  certain  that  the 
giving  authors  the  profits  of  the 
third  exhibition  of  their  play* 
which  feems  to  have  been  the 
ufual  mode  during  almoft  the 
whole  of  the  laft  century,  was  an 
efiablifhed  cuflom  in  the  year  1612; 
for  Decker,  in  the  prologue  to 
one  of  his  comedies,  printed  in 
that  year,  fpeaks  of  the  poet’s 
third  day.  The  unfortunate  Ot¬ 
way  had  no  more  than  one  benefit 
on  the  production  of  a  new  play ; 
and  this  too,  it  feems,  he  was 
fometimes  forced  to  mortgage, 
before  the  piece  was  acted. 

Southerne  was  the  firfi:  drama¬ 
tic  writer  who  obtained  the  emo¬ 
luments  arifing  from  two  repre- 
fentations ;  and  to  Farquhar,  in 
the  year  1700,  the  benefit  of  a 
third  was  granted.  To  the  hon¬ 
our  of  Mr.  Addifon,  it  fhould  be 
remembered,  that  he  firfi:  difcon- 
tinued  the  ancient,  but  humi¬ 
liating,  practice  of  diftributing 
tickets,  and  foliciting  company  to 
attend  at,  the  theatre,  on  the  poet’s 
nights. 

When  an  author  fold  his  piece 
to  the  fharers  or  proprietors  of  a 
theatre,  it  remained  for  feveral 
years  unpubiilhed ;  but,  when 
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that  was  not  the  cafe,  he  printed 
it  for  fale,  to  which  many  feem  to 
have  been  induced,  from  an  ap- 
prehenfion  that  an  imperfeCt  copy 
might  be  inued  from  the  prefs 
without  their  confent*  The  cuf- 
tomary  price  of  the  copy  of  a  play, 
in  the  time  of  Shakfpeare,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  twenty  nobles, 
or  fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings 
and  four-pence.  The  play  when 
printed  was  fold  for  fixpence  ; 
and  the  ufual  prefen t  from  a 
patron,  in  return  for  a  dedication, 
was  forty  (hillings. 

On  the  firfi:  day  of  exhibiting 
a  new  play,  the  prices  of  ad- 
mifiion  appear  to  have  been  railed ; 
and  this  feems  to  have  been  occa- 
(ion ally  praCtifed  on  the  benefit- 
nights'  of  authors,  to  the  end  of 
the  laft  century. 

Dramatic  poets  in  thofe  times, 
as  at  prefent,  were  admitted  gra¬ 
tis  into  the  theatre. 

The  cuftom  of  palling  a  final 
cenfure  on  plays  at  their  firfi:  ex¬ 
hibition,  is  as  ancient  as  the  time 
of  our  author ;  for  no  lefs  than 
three  plays  of  his  rival,  Ben  john- 
fon,  appear  to  have  been  damned ; 
and  Fletcher’s  Faithful Shepherdefs, 
and  The  Knight  of  the  Bur  fling 
Pefile ,  written  by  him  and  Beau¬ 
mont,  underwent  the  fame  fate. 

It  is  not  eafy  to  afcertain  what 
were  the  emoluments  of  a  fuccels- 
ful  aCtor  in  the  time  of  Shak¬ 
fpeare.  They  had  not  then  an¬ 
nual  benefits,  as  at  prefent.  The 
performers  at  each  theatre  feem  to 
have  lhared  the  profits  arifing 
either  from  each  day’s  exhibition, 
or  from  the  whole  feafon,  among 
them.  I  think  it  is  not  unlikely, 
that  the  clear  emoluments  of  the 
theatre,  after  deducting  whatever 

was 
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was  appropriated  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  houle,  were  divided  into 
one  hundred  parts,  of  which  the 
adlors  had  various  (hares,  according 
to  their  rank  and  merit.  From 
Ben  Johnfon’s  Poet  after ,  we  learn, 
that  one  of  either  the  performers 
or  proprietors  had  feven  (hares  and 
a  half ;  but  of  what  integral  fum 
is  not  mentioned. 


On  the  Origin  of  the  Englifh  Lan¬ 
guage.  By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Drake. 
Archaeol.  Vol.  v. 

MR.  Whitaker,  in  his  Hiftory 
of  Manchefter,  having  con¬ 
troverted  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
affirm  the  Englifh  language  to  be 
genuine  and  unmixed  Teutonic, 
and  having  averted  it  to  be  of 
Celtic  origin,  a  learned  and  in¬ 
genious  advocate  for  the  former 
opinion,  has  endeavoured  in  the 
following  memoir  to  fupport  it  by 
an  appeal  to  the  fenfes  of  his 
readers. 

As  all  conje&ural  reafoning, 
fays  Mr.  Drake,  mud:  be  vague 
and  undeciiive  upon  this  fubjedt, 
the  mod  folid  and  rational  mode 
of  determining  the  quehion  will 
be  to  have  recourfe  to  matter  of 
fadl.  For  this  purpofe  I  (hall  take 
a  part  of  a  chapter  in  Ulphilas’s 
Gothic  verhon  of  the  gofpel,  a 
work  executed  above  fourteen 
hundred  years  ago,  and  confront 
it  with  the  fame  chapter  of  our 
prefent  tranilation,  and  I  believe. 
Sir,  you  will  be  amazed  at  the 
ftriking  affinity  between  the  two 
languages,  notwithftanding  the 
different  mediums  through  which 
they  have  defcended,  and  the 
many  ages  that  have  elapfed  fince 
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they  have  been  feparated.  I  fhall 
make  ufe  of  the  tenth  chapter  of 
St.  John,  though  any  other  would 
equally  anfvver  the  purpofe. 

The  original  Gothic  of  the  firff 
verfe  is  this  : 

A?nen  amen  qvoitha  izvois  fa  ni 
atgangith  in  thairh  daur  in  garden 
lambe ,  ak  fteigith  alathro  fa  ift 
hliftus.  Now  that  you  may  have 
a  clearer  view  of  the  connedlion  I 
am  endeavouring  to  prove,  I  will 
render  this  verfe  verbatim  into  the 
prefent  Englifh.  Amen  amen  verily 
verily  qvoitha  I  fay  iznuis  to  you 
fa  he  that  ni  atgangith  in  entereth 
not  thairh  daur  through  or  by  the 
door  ak  but  fteigith  climbeth  up 
alathro  fome  other  way  fa  he  ift  is 
hliftus  a  thief.  I  will  now  feparate 
the  words  from  the  context,  and, 
by  an  accurate  examination  of 
each  particular  one,  I  am  con¬ 
vinced,  that  notvvithftanding  the 
variations  of  orthography  and 
pronunciation  which  neceffarily 
mud  be  in  the  two  tongues,  it 
will  appear  very  vifibly  that  the 
one  is  the  genuine  produdtion  of 
the  other.  Aftwitba  I  fay.  Thofe 
who  recoiled!  the  old  word  Quoth 
will  eahly  perceive  that  it  is  the 
imperfed!  tenfe  of  this  verb  quithan 
dicere.  Iznvis,  the  Someriet  dia¬ 
led!  for  you.  What  connedlion 
this  izvjis ,  to  you ,  had  with  our 
ancient  language,  may  be  feen 
from  this  lentence  of  a  letter 
written  to  K.  Henry  the  Vth  by 
the  Earl  of  Salifbury  :  (<  We  were 
<e  afore  diverfe  places,  what  time 
“  it  liketh  zonv  to  fette  on  them, 
“  they  be  not  able,  to  hold  ajenft 
“  zo-vj  no  while.”  In  the  fame 
letter  your  is  written  zour ,  which  is 
very  little  different  from  the  Go¬ 
thic  itz-war  vefter.  Atgangith  in. 
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ihis  expreftion  for  entereth  muft  be 
familiar  to  an  Englifh  ear,  efpe- 
tially  to  thofe  who  are  converfant 
ivith  the  northern  Ipeecb.  The 
peafants  in  Yorkfhire;  particularly 
in  the  Weft  Riding,  apply  the 
verb  to  ga?ig  in  general  for  to  go. 
It  was  the  common  language  of 
our  ancient  poets,  and  Johnfon 
has  inferred  it  in  his  di&ionary  as 
fynonimous  with  to  go,  from  which 
many  nouns  are  apparently  de¬ 
rived,  as  a  gang  fignifyirig  a  num¬ 
ber  herding  together,  that  go, 
metaphorically  fpeakmg,  the  fame 
way ;  gangweek,  rogation  week, 
and  the  gangway  in  a  fftip.  Thairu 
daur  for  through  the  door  is  too 
obvious  a  refemblance  to  take  no¬ 
tice  of.  In  garden  lambe.  In  the 
fheepfold.  This  is  a  compound 
word,  the  latter  part  of  it,  lambe, 
requires  no  explication  ;  the  for¬ 
mer,-  gar  dan,  may  appear  at  fir  ft 
fight  foreign  to  us,  but  it  really  is 
not  fo,  buc  naturally  inherent  both 
in  the  Saxon  and  Englifh  lan- 
guages-f  Card  in  its  primary  fig- 
mftcation  denoted  a  ho'ufe,  as,  Ni 
fareith  sis  gar  da  in  gard,  Go  not 
from  hoilfe  to  houfe ;  but  was 
transferred  from  this  original 
meaning  fo  G'xprefs  an  inclofure  of 
any  kind,  fepem  vel  niunimentuni 
claudens  aiiqitid ;  hence  the  Goths 
faid,  aurtigard  hortus  ;■  whence  the 
Saxons  had  their  ortgearde ,•  and  we 
our  orchard.  And  it  is  obfervable 
in  this  inftance,  that  all  the  Eu¬ 
ropean  tongues  that  have  the  leaft 
mixture  of  Gothifm  in  them,  have 
in  general  interpreted  the  Latin 
hortus  with  words  originating  from 
this  gard :  as  French,  'Jar din-, 
Italian,  Giardino  ;  Spanifti,  Gar- 
din  ;  German,  Gardo ;  Damih, 
Guard ;  Dutch,  Gaerdc ;  Englifh, 


Garden .  Another  noun  the  Goth-s 
have  formed  in  compofitidn  with 
gard  is  vveingard,  fignifying  an  irr- 
clofdfe  of  vines,  from  which  the 
Sax6n  and  our  vineyard  is  made. 
Perhaps  it  may  not  be  impertinent 
in  this  place  to  advife  the  gentle¬ 
men  who  are  engaged  in  the  vine¬ 
yard  controverfy,  as  fome  of  their 
arguments  feem  drawn  from  the 
force  and  origin  of  the  term  vine¬ 
yard  and  others  relative  to  it,  not 
to  ftop  their  enquiries  at  the  Sax¬ 
on,  but  . to  apply  to  the  fountain’s 
head,  the  Goths,  for  their  in¬ 
formation— -Antiquos  accedere  fon- 
tes — They  will  there  be  fupplied 
with  not  only  nveingard ,  but  alfo 
nveintriu  a  vine,  aveinabtxfge  grapes, 
nxjcinataifis  a  vinCbranch,  and  others. 
We  are  told  by  the  Hanoverian 
Knittel,  who  publifhed  a  fragment 
of  Gothic  literature,  lately  found 
in  that  country,  that  Bufbequius, 
who  vifited  the  lefier  Tartary,  the 
early  refidence  of  the  Goths,  found 
there  an  infinite  number  of  words 
and  phrafes  of  Gothic  birth,  and 
among  the  reft  this  weingard  pure 
and  unadulterated.  However,  to 
put  an  end  to  this  term',  if  the 
fupporters  of  the  Celtic  fyftem 
deny  the  refemblance  here,  we  are 
at  liberty  to  introduce  the  Saxon 
fcsape  falde,  equally  Teutonic,  the 
root  indifputably  of  our  fheepfold. 
But  I  forgot  to  mention,  that  I  am 
apprehend vc  the  learned  Mr.  Bar¬ 
rington,  in  his  anfwer  to  Mr. 
Pegge  about  the  Englifh  vineyards, 
has  made  a  miftake  as  to  matter 
of  fa£L  “  There  is  great  reafon,” 
fays  that  gentleman,  <c  to  think 
r<  that  the  Saxons  had  no  term 
ii  for  a  grape  or  the  fruit  of  the 
ec  vine  ;  for  that  paftage  in  St* 
<(  Mai thevv,.  do  men  gather  grapes 

4  ‘  ~  of 
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**  of  thorns  ?  runs  thus  in  the 

* 

<!  Saxon  verfion,  cuithes  ut  fom- 
**  r.igas  of  thornum  uvas.  It  Teems 
et  evident,”  concludes  he,  “  that 
**  the  tranflator  had  no  Saxon 
**  word  for  the  fruit  of  the  vine, 
€t  otherwife  he  would  not  have 
“  ufed  the  Latin  term  uvas.” 
Now  it  unfortunately  happens, 
that  in  the  Saxon  tranflation  of  the 
gofpel  that  is  now  open  before  me, 
not  the  Latin  but  the  Saxon  noun 
is  made  ufe  of  in  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  place :  cwyf  thu  gaderath 
man  winberian  of  thornum  ;  where 
you  will  obferve,  that  winberian  is 
the  Saxon  word  for  grapes  or  the 
fruit  of  the  vine*  ;  and  this  term 
occurs  repeatedly  in  the  verfion  of 
the  Heptateuch.  When  Mofes 
fent  out  the  fpies  to  examine  the 
land  of  Canaan,  we  are  told  in 
our  bible,  that  the  time  was  the 
time  of  the  firft  ripe  grapes  ;  and 
in  the  Saxon  tranflation  bit  was  tha 
titna  that  winberian  ripodon .  This 
word  winberian  or  grapes  feems  to 
be  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  language,  for  berries 
in  compound  exprefs  the  fruit  of 
many  of  our  trees  and  fhrubs  in 
our  prefent  fpeech,  as  mulberries, 
rafberries,  draw  berries,  black-ber¬ 
ries,  goofberries;  and  in  Yorkihire, 
where  more  genuine  Saxon  is  re¬ 
tained  than  in  any  other  part  of 
England,  they  in  general  fay  cur- 
rancberries.  Steigeth  climbeth  up, 
may  alfo  with  fome  attention  be 
traced  in  our  language.  Johnfon 
has  the  verb  to  fy,  which  he  in¬ 
terprets  to  foar  or  afcend  ;  hence 


the  fubftantive file  explained  as  a 
fet  of  ftcps  to  pal's  from  one  in-* 
clofure  to  another ;  and  in  the 
north  of  England,  the  common 
appellation  for  a  ladder,  among 
the  lower  fort  of  people  is,  a  fee  5 
all  derivative  from  the  Gothick 
f  erg  an. 

Alothre.  We  can  difcern  our 
other  in  this  word. 

If  hliftusy  is  a  thief.  However 
uneonne&ed  with  the  Englifh  hlif- 
tus  may  appear,  yet  an  accurate 
obferver  may  find  it  lurking  in  a 
compound;  Shoplifting,  a  prac¬ 
tice  pretty  prevalent  in  this  town, 
is  undoubtedly  deducible  from  it; 
and  I  remember  that  a  very  len- 
fible  gentleman,  who  had  been 
fome  time  in  Scotland,  informed 
me,,  that  he  heard  a  man  arraign¬ 
ed  in  a  court  of  juftice  in  that 
kingdom  for  the  crime  of  cowlift¬ 
ing,  which  he  found  upon  the  trial 
to  mean  the  ilealing  of  a  cow. 

1  mull  beg  leave  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Gothick  hliftus  is  the 
Greek  KA«9r7w?,  the  aipirate  being 
affumed  inflead  of  the  K.  This 
analogy  is  obfervable  in  our  mo¬ 
dern  Englifh,  as  hollow  is  made 
from  Ko<Aoc,  and  hede  for  KtfJV, 
and  we  have  many  other  inllances 
of  the  fame  nature.  The  refem- 
blance  indeed  between  the  Gothick 
and  the  Greek  is  fo  ftriking  and 
remarkable,  that  many  learned 
men  have  judged  them  to  be  only  ■ 
different  dialects  of  the  fame  radi¬ 
cal  tongue.  Thefe  are  the  fenti- 
ments  of  that  great  mafter  of  Nor¬ 
thern  literature  Francifcus  Junius; 


*  The  pafTage  however  is  accurately  referred  to,  and  to  be  found,  in  Dr. 
Ilickes’s  Anglo-Saxon  grammar,  p.  9a,  where  iroas  is  ufed  for  grapes,  though 
the  word  may  be  rendered  winberian  in  the  printed  verfion  of  the  Anglo-Saxon 
gofpel,  which  is  not  cited  in  the  Archaeolog.ia*  vol.  III.  p,  89. 

“  Lingusm 
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st  LInguam  GothicamV  fays  he, 
(u|  quae  fola  diale&o  difFerat  a 
*(  Graeca  vetere)  ab  eadem  ori- 
tf  gine  cum  Graeca  profluxiffe.  ju- 
dicabam.”  And  Dr.  Hickes 
tells  us,  that  “  Gothica  lingua  in 
te  muitis  locis  Grecif^at*,,  To 
which  opinion,  I  confefs,  l  am 
much  inclined  to  accede,  as  it  feems 
the  only  rational  way  to  account 
for  that  variety  of  Greek  idioms 
and  terms  that  are  fo  plentifully 
interiperfed  in  our  language. 

But  to  proceed  to  the  fecond 
verfe : 

Sa  inngangands  thairh  daur ,  hair- 
dels  eft  lamhe. 

Sa  he  that  ingangand  entereth 
in  thauru  daur  through  or  by  the 
door  ift  is  hairdeis  the  fhepherd 
la?nhe  of  the  fneep. 

The  only  word  not  noticed  in 
the  preceding  verfe  is  hairdeis  which 
the  Saxons  call  fceapa  hyrde,  and 
we  fhepherd.  Perhaps  it  is  unne-- 
celTary  to  inform  you  that  hairdeis 
joined  with  fome  particular  fpecies 
of  cattle,  denotes  the  perfon  that 
has  the  management  of  them  in  our 
prefent  Englifh,  as  fhepherd,  fwine- 
herd,  goatfherd,  neatherd. 

The  third  verfe  runs  thus  : 
Thamm  daur  awards  unlukith ,  jab 
tho  lamb  a  ftibna  is  haufgand ,  jah 
tho  lamba  haitith  bi  namin . 

Thamm  to  him  daur  awards  the 
porter  unlukith  openetli,  jah  and 
tho  lambe  the  fheep  haufgand  hear 
is  ftibna  his  voice,  jah  and  haitith 
he  calieth  lambe  the  Bleep  bi  nusnin 
by  name. 

The  firll:  word  that  occurs  here 
is  daur  awards,  which  being  of  the 
compofite  kind  fignifies  oftiarius  or 
doorkeeper.  The  Saxons  call  him 
greatewearde,  but  we  have  adopted 
a  French  term  porter .  Wards  is 
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formed  from  the  Gothick  verb 
wardan  gift 0 dire,  which  fupplies 
us  with  many  terms  derivative 
from  it;  as  to  ward,  a  ward, 
warden  of  a  college  or  cinque  ports, 
a  warder  of  the  tower,  wardfhip, 
and  many  others,  Unlukith  open- 
eth,  certainly  puts  us  in  mind  of 
unlocketh,  from  which  it  is  de¬ 
rived*  As  for  haufgand ,  audiunt , 
I  fhall  not  venture  to  deduce  to 
hear  from  it,  fhall  therefore  take 
the  Saxon  hyrath  inflead  of  it, 
which  is  equally  teutonick.  Stibna 
voice,  from  which  the  Saxons 
made  ftefne$  Is  at  prefent  quite  ob- 
foiete,  but  fome  centuries  ago  it 

•  o 

prevailed  very  general,  as  our  old 
ballads  will  bear  witnefs,  which 
feem  to  have  had  no  other  word 
for  voice  than  ftenjin ,  and  it  was 
even  ufed  fo  low  as  Spencer.  From 
bait  an  >  njoeare  vel  appellare ,  we  per¬ 
ceive  our  old  Englifh  word  bight , 
named  or  called.  Bi  namin  and 
by  name  correfpond  fo  exaftly,  that 
one  is  amazed  that  the  fpace  of 
fourteen  hundred  years  fhould 
make  fo  fmali  an  alteration  in  a 
language. 

The  fourth  verfe  is  this  $ 

Faura  im  gangith  jah  tho  lambd 
ina  laiftgand ,  unte  kunnum  ftebna  is. 
Gangith  he  goeth  faura  im  before 
them  jah  and  tho  lamba  the  fheep 
laiftgand  follow  ina  him,  unte  for 
kunnum  they  know  is  ftebna  his 
voice.  As  to  laiftgand  they  follow, 
I  muff  acknowledge,  I  can  trace 
no  veilige  relative  to  it  in  our  lan¬ 
guage.  The  Saxon,  however,  fur- 
nifties  us  with  fyliyeath  from  whence 
our  follow.  Kunnan ,  fcire,  appears 
in  various  inftances,  as  to  kenn,  to 
know,  and  many  nouns  dependent 
upon  thefe  verbs. 

Verfe  5  th.  Framathgana  ni  laift~ 

gand. 
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jgtind,  ak  fluihand  fav.ra  imma,  unte 
ni  hunnun  framathgane  ftibna.  Ni 
laiftgand  they  will  not  follow  fra- 
tnathgana  a  itranger,  ak  but  flui- 
hand  will  Bee  faura  imma  from  or 
before  him,  unte  for. ni  kunnan  they 
knovV  not  Jiibnu  the  voice  framath- 
gana  of  Grangers.  The  firil  ciaufe 
of  this  verfe,  it  mull  be  confeifed, 
is  perfectly  unintelligible  to  an 
Englifh  ear,  but  the  Saxon  is  not 
fo  ;  ne fyliyeatb  they  will  not  fol¬ 
low  uncut  hum  the.  unknown  or 
flranger.  Uncouth  is  an  Englifh 
word,  and  in  its  primary  accept¬ 
ation  fignified  unknown  ;  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  ufe  however  has  made  it  forrse- 
what  deviate  from  that  fenfe. 
Milton  has  given  it  its  original 
meaning,  when  Raphael  gives 
y\dam  the  reafon  why  he  was  ab- 
lent  at  the  time  of  his  creation. 

For  I  that  day  was  ahferit,  as  befel, 

Bound  on  a  voyage  unccAnh  and  obfeure, 
Far  on  excurfion  towards  the  gates  of  hell. 

The  radix,  however,  of  this 
word  is  difcernable  in  the  Gothick, 
for  in  a  chapter  or  two  beyond 
this  we  meet  with  kuntha  I  have 
known,  and  by  prefixing  the  ne¬ 
gative  particle  uti  which  prevailed 
much  among  the  Goths,  as  unbai- 
rans,  barren,  &7zbarnas,  childiefs, 
we  form  the  compound  ««kuntha> 
Sax.  unc outha,  Eng,  z,;«couth  and 
#»knOwn. 

But  to  go  on  with  the  next 
verfe  : 

Ah  an  qnvath  aftra  du  im  ffaifus , 
Amen  Amen  qnvitha  iznvis,  that  a  ik 
am  daur  lamhe *  Ahan  there  'Jaifus 
jefus  qnvatb  fay’d  du  im  to  chem 
aftra  again  or  after,  amen  a?nen 
verily  verily  quitha  [  fay  iznvis  to 
you,  that  a  that  ik  am  I  am  daur 
she  door  lamhe  of  the  fhtep. 

Vol.  XXIII. 


Here  is  nothing  not  taken  no¬ 
tice  of,  fo  fhall  proceed  to  the 
next : 

Allai  fin  a  magnagai  fa  qnhemun 
thiubos  find ,  ak  ni  haufidedun  im  tho 
lamba.  Adlai fwa  managai fioa  all 
the  many  that  qixemun  came  fnd 
are  thiubos  thiefs,  ak  but  tho  lamba 
the  fneep  ni  hauf  dentin  did  not  hear 
im  them. 

Allai ,  our  all. 

Managai,  the  root  of  this  word 
is  pianag,  which  by  foftning  the  g 
in  the  pronunciation,  becomes  the 
Englifh  many . 

ffibemun,  venire  Sax.  cum  an, 
Eng.  To  come. 

A  hi  tibs  hence  the  Saxon  theofa 
and  our  thief.  We  muff  remem¬ 
ber  that  this  word  is  fynonymous 
with  * hlifius . 

But  to  the  next  verfe: 

Ahiubs  the  thief  ni  qVoimith  com- 
eth  not  nihai  but  for  filai  to  fleal 
jah  and  Jhithai  to  kill  jab  and  fra~ 
vifigai  to  deftroy.  Ik  qavam  lam 
come  ei  that  aigeina  they  might 
have  Main  life. 

Nibai  is  not  Englifh,  the  Saxons 
have  but  an  from  whence  our  but9 
except. 

Stilai ,  the  d u  1  left  fight  may  per¬ 
ceive  the  origin  of  to  fieal. 

S  nit  ha  is  the  Saxon  fnidan  or 
fnithan ,  and  the  German  fniden 
finder  e ;  and  we  have  yet  a  glimpfe 
of  it  among  us.  Littleton  in  his 
dictionary  mentions  fnithe,  which 
he  interprets  ventus  pergelidus,  and 
which  we  may  properly  call  a  cut¬ 
ting  wind:  the  accurate  Ainfworth 
has  copied  it  from  him,-  but  John- 
fon  has  taken  no  notice  of  it. 
The  Saxon  verfion  makes  ufe  of 
fea,  from  which  our  flay. 

Fravifgai ,  no  remains  of  this 
obfervable  in  Englifh.  The  Saxon 
M  '  feys 
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fays  fordo  to  deftroy.  Our  Shak- 
fpeare  ufes  it  in  the  fame  fenfe. 

Thus  in  Hamlet, 

This  is  the  very  extafie  of  love, 

Whofe  violent  property  fordo  ,  s  itfelf. 

Liba,  from  which  the  Saxon  Uf 
ahd  our  life 

Aigan ,  habere ,  a  Gothick  noun 
from  this  verb  aihn,  is  explained 
peculiarly  &  propria  pojfefflo  \  hence 
the  Englifh  own. 

The  fucceeding  verfe  is  very  re¬ 
markably  Englifh: 

Ik  am  lam  god  hair  dels  the  good 
fhepherd,  fa  god  hairdeis  the  good 
fhepherd  lagith  layeth  down  fai- 
wala  his  life  or  foul  faura  lamb  a 
for  the  fheep. 

I  fhall  only  obferve,  that  Ul- 
philas  has  more  accurately  turned 
the  Greek  rlfW i  rnv  Tt/ynr  by 
lagith  faiwala  than  has  been  done 
by  the  Englifh  tranflators. 

The  twelfth  verfe: 

Afneis  an  hireling  faiquiih  feeth 
wulf  the  wolf  qwimandan  coming, 
jah  and  leithith  leayeth  thaim  lamb  am 
the  (beep,  jah  and  fliuth  fleeth. 

It  is  in  vain  that  we  hunt  for 
any  appearance  of  afneis ,  mercena- 
rius,  in  our  tongue.  The  Saxons 
adopt  hyrelinge  for  the  fame  fignifi- 
cation,  and  we  hireling.  Leithith 
is  eafily  melted  down  to  leaveth,  fo 
is- fliuth  into  feeth.  As  to  wulf  it 
.  {peaks  for  itfelf. 

The  thirteenth  : 

Sa  afneis  the  hirelin g fliuth  fleeth 
unte  becaufe  if  he  is  afneis  an  hire¬ 
ling,  jah  and  ni  if  kar  there  is  no 
care  imma  to  him  lambe  of  the 
fheep. 

Ni  if  kar  imma  lambe  is  very  in¬ 
telligible  indeed. ' 

The  fourteenth  verfe : 

.  2k  im  I  am  go  da  hairdeis  the 
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good  fhepherd  jah  and  kann  know 
mein  a  mine,  jah  and  raeina  mine 
kunnon  know  mik  me. 

The  fifteenth  : 

Swa  as  (fo)  atta  the  father  kann 
knoweth  mik  roe,  jah  and  ik  kann  I 
know  attan  the  father,  jah  and 
lag  a  I  Say  down  ?neina  faiwala  my 
life  faura  tho  lamba  for  the  fheep. 

Here  is  nothing  to  be  particu¬ 
larly  obferved  except  the  word 
attan  the  father.  From  what 
fource  the  Goths  drew  it  the  fharp- 
eft  in vefii gators  of  languages  have 
not  been  able  as  yet  to  difeover ; 
for  that  people  have  neither  com¬ 
municated  it  to '  the  Saxons  or  to 
any  of  their  various  defeendents ; 
however  we  mud  take  notice,  that 
though  atta  is  regularly  made  ufe 
of  when  a  father  folely  is  denoted, 
yet  when  parents  are  intended, 
Ulphilas’s  verfion  always  fubdi- 
tutes  fadrein ,  the  radix  indifput- 
ably  of  the  Saxon  feeder  and  our 
father. 

To  this  fpecimen  let  me  add, 
that  every  circumftance  that  condi- 
tutes  the  true  genius  of  a  langpage, 
is  vifibly  derived  to  the  Englifh 
from  the  Goths  and  Saxons.  The 
articles,  flexion  of  the  genitive 
cafe,  prepofitions,  and  auxiliary 
verbs  are  all  abfolutely  Teutonick* 
If  the  Goths  fay  ik  am3  thu  was, 
thu  magaif ,  thu  maightes ,  thu  JkuL 
dais,  thu  moflais ,  ik  fad ;  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  in  the  fame  mode  of  fpeaking 
repeat  after  them,  lam,  thou  was, 
thou  mayfl,  thou  mights ,  thou  fhouldjl , 
thou  mufi,  I  fall. 

I  have  now.  Sir,  finifhed  what  1 
had  to  fay  upon  the  com  pari fon  of 
the  two  languages  the  Gothick  and 
the  Englifh,  and,  I  think,  a  man 
mud  be  little  fagacious  in  didin  - 
guifliing  likeneffes  who  does  not 

difcoVsr 
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difcover  that  the  one  is  the  natural 
defcendant  of  the  other;  their 
complexions,  their  manners,  their 
features,  are  exactly  fnnilar,  and 
I  challenge  the  deeped  enquirer 
into  the  Celtick  to  produce  fo  de- 
cifive  a  proof  of  any  affinity  of  that 
tongue  with  ours.  The  Britiffi,  to 
fpeak  plainly,  has  little  or  no  re- 
femblar.ee  to  the  Engiiffi.  Many 
of  their  terms  may  have  gained  ad- 
miffion  among  us,  as  from  the  vi¬ 
cinity  and  long  intercourfe  we  have 
had  with  that  people  may  neceffa- 
rily  be  imagined,  but  their  idioms 
and  genius  are  as  radically  and  ef- 
fentially  different  as  any  two  lan¬ 
guages  can  poffibly  be. 


1 The  following  Article  is  taken  front 
the  Appendix  to  Martin’*  Hijlory 
of  Thetford. 

IT  is  copied  from  an  original  re¬ 
cord  in  that  borough,  when 
John  le  Forrefler  was'  mayor  in 
the  tenth  year  of  Edward  III.  A. 
1336.  It  is  fo  far  curious,  as  it 
exhibits  an  authentic  account  of 
the  value  of  many  articles  at  that 
time  ;  being  a  bill,  inferted  in  the 
town- book,  of  the  expences  attend¬ 
ing  the  fending  two  light  horfe- 
men  from  Thetford,  to  the  army 
which  was  to  march  againh  the 
Scots  that  year. 


/•  *r »  d . 

*  To  two  men  chofen  to  go  into  the  army  againd  Scotland  i  o  o 

'  For  cloth,  and  to  the  taylor  for  making  it  into  two  gowns  o  6  11 
'For  two  pair  of  gloves,  and  a  Hick  or  ftaff  • —  002 

'For  two  horfes  — -  —  — -  — •  1  15  of 

*  For  fhoeing  thefe  horfes  —  —  —004 

'  For  two  pair  of  boots  for  the  light  horfemen  —  028 

'  Paid  to  a  lad  for  going  with  the  mayor’  (to  Lenn)  '  to 

'  take  care  of  the  horfes #  —  —  —  003 

'  To  a  boy  for  a  letter  at  Lenn.’  (viz.  carrying  it  thither)  003 
Expences  for  the  horfes  of  two  light  horfemen  for  four  days 

before  they  departed.  —  • —  —  01© 


The  affiance  between  Thetford  and  Lynn  is  about  33  miles : 
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Miscellaneous  Essays, 


H'tfory  of  Gardening.  From  Wal¬ 
pole’.;  Anecdotes  of  Painting  in 
England. 

Gardening  was  probably 

one  of  the  fir  ft  arts  that  fuc- 
ceeded  to  that  of  building  houfes, 
and  naturally  attended  property 
and  individual  pofteffion.  Culi¬ 
nary,  and  afterwards  medicinal 
herbs,  were  the  objects  of  every 
head  of  a  family  :  it  became  con¬ 
venient  to  have  them  within  reach, 
without  feeking  them  at  random 
in  woods,  in  meadows,  and  on 
mountains,  as  often  as  they  were 
wanted.  When  the  earth  ceafed 
to  furnilh  fpontaneoufiy  all  thefe 
primitive  luxuries,  and  culture  be¬ 
came  requisite,  feparate  inclofures 
for  rearing  herbs  grew  expedient. 
Fruits  were  in  the  fame  predica¬ 
ment,  and  thofe  moll  in  ufe  or 
that  demand  attention,  muft  have 
entered  into  and  extended  the  do- 
meftic  inclofure. 

Matters,  we  may  well  believe, 
remained  long  in  this  lituation  ; 
and  though  the  generality  of  man¬ 
kind  form  their  ideas  from  the  im¬ 
port  of  words  in  their  own  age,  we 
have  no  reafon  to  think  that  for 
many  centuries  the  term  garden 
implied  more  than  a  kitchen-garden 
or  orchard.  When  a  Frenchman 
reads  of  the  garden  of  Eden,  I  do 


n6t  doubt  but  he  concludes  it  was 
fome thing  approaching  to  that  of 
Verfailles,  with  dipt  hedges,  ber- 
ceaus,  and  trellis-work.  If  his  de¬ 
votion  humbles  him  fo  far  as  to 
.allow’  that,  confidering  who  de- 
figned  it,  there  might  be  a  laby¬ 
rinth  full  of  flop’s  fables,  yet  he 
does  not  conceive  that  four  of  the 
largeft  rivers  in  the  world  were 
half  fo  magnificent  as  an  hundred 
fountains  full  of  ftatues  by  Girar- 
don.  It  is  thus  that  the  word 
garden  has  a£  all  times  palled  for 
whatever  was  underftood  by  that 
term  in  different  countries.  But 
that  it  meant  no  more  than  a 
kitchen-garden  or  orchard  for  fe- 
veral  centuries,  is  evident  from 
thole  few  descriptions  that  are  pre- 
ferved  of  the  mofl  famous  gardens 
of  antiquity. 

That  of  Alcinous,  in  the  Ody~ 
ffey,  is  the  moll  renowned  in  the 
heroic  times.  Is  there  an  admirer 
of  Homer  who  can  read  his  de- 
fcription  without  rapture  ;  or  who 
does  not  form  to  his  imagination 
a  fcene  of  delights  more  pidurefque 
than  the  land  (capes  of  Tinian  or 
Juan  Fernandez?  Yet  what  was 
that  boafled  Paradife  with  which 

the  gods  ordain'd 

To  grace  Alcinous  and  his  happy  land  ? 

Pope. 

Why, 
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Whv,  diverted  of  harmonious 
Greek  and  bewitching  poetry,  it 
was  a  fmall  orchard  and  vineyard, 
with  fome  beds  of  herbs  and  two 
fountains  that  watered  them,  in- 
clofed  within  a  quickfet  hedge. 
The  whole  compafs  of  this  pom¬ 
pous  garden  inclofed — four  acres. 

Four  acres  was  th’  allotted  (pace  of  ground, 
Fenc’d  with  a  green  inclofure  all  around. 

The  trees  were  apples,  figs,  pom- 
granates,  pears,  olives,  and  vines. 

Tail  thriving  trees  confefs’d  the  fruitful 
mold  j 

The  redning  apple  ripens  into  gold. 

Here  the  blue  fig  with  lufcious  juice  o’er- 
flows, 

With  deeper  red  the  full  pomegranate 
glows. 

The  branch  here  bends  beneath  the  weigh¬ 
ty  pear, 

And  verdant  olives  flouriHi  round  the 
year. 

*###*# 

Reds  of  all  various  herbs,  for  ever  green, 
In  beauteous  order  terminate  the  fcene. 

Alcinous's  garden  was  planted  by 
the  poet,  enriched  by  him  with 
the  fairy  gift  of  eternal  fummer, 
and  no  doubt  an  effort  of  imagina¬ 
tion  furpaffing  any  thing  he  had 
ever  feen.  As  he  had  bellowed 
on  the  fame  happy  prince  a  palace 
with  brazen  walls  and  columns  of 
filver,  he  certainly  intended  that 
the  garden  fhould  be  proportion- 
ably  magnificent.  We  are  fure 
therefore  that  as  late  as  Homer’s 
age,  an  inclofure  of  four  acres, 
comprehending  orchard,  vineyard 
and  kitchen-garden,  was  a  rtretch 
of  luxury  the  world  at  that  time 
had  never  beheld. 

The  hanging  gardens  of  Baby¬ 
lon  were  a  itill  greater  prodigy. 
We  are  not  acquainted  with  their 
difpofition  or  contents ;  but  as  they 
are  fuppofed  to  have  been  formed 


on  terraffes  and  the  walls  of  the 
palace,  whither  foil  was  conveyed 
on  purpofe,  we  are  very  certain  of 
what  they  were  not ;  I  mean  they 
muft  have  been  trilling,  of  no  ex¬ 
tent,  and  a  wanton  inftance  of  ex¬ 
pence  and  labour.  In  other  words, 
they  were  what  fumptuous  gardens 
have  been  in  all  ages  till  the  pre- 
fent,  unnatural,  enriched  by  art, 
poffibly  with  fountains,  ftatues, 
baluftrades,  and  fummer-houfes, 
and  were  any  thing  but  verdant 
and  rural. 

From  the  days  of  Homer  to 
tho<e  of  Pliny,  we  have  no  traces 
to  lead  our  guefs  to  what  were  the 
gardens  of  the  intervening  ages. 
When  Roman  authors,  whole  cli¬ 
mate  inllilled  a  wifh  for  cool  re¬ 
treats,  fpeak  of  their  enjoyments 
in  that  kind,  they  figh  for  grottos, 
caves,  and  the  refrefhing  hollows 
of  mountains,  near  irriguous  and 
fhady  founts ;  or  boaft  of  their  por¬ 
ticos,  walks  of  planes,  canals, 
baths  and  breezes  from  the  fea. 
Their  gardens  are  never  men¬ 
tioned  as  affording  fhade  and  fhel- 
ter  from  the  rage  of  the  dog-ftar. 
Pliny  has  left  qs  defcriptions  of 
two  of  his  villas.  As  he  ufed  his 
Laurentine  villa  for  his  winter-re¬ 
treat,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  the 
garden  makes  no  confiderable  part 
of  the  account.  All  he  fays  of  it 
is,  that  the  geftatio  or  place  of  ex- 
ercife,  which  furrounded  the  garden 
(the  latter  confequently  not  being 
very  large)  was  bounded  by  a 
hedge  of  box,  and  where  that  was 
perilhed,  with  rofemary  ;  that  there 
was  a  walk  of  vines,  and  that  moll 
of  the  trees  were  fig  and  mulberry, 
the  foil  not  being  proper  for  any 
other  forts. 

On  his  Tufcan  villa  he  is  more 
diffufe,  the  garden  makes  a  conT 
M  z  fiderablq 
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fiderable  part  of  the  description  — 
and  what  was  the  principal  beauty 
pf  that  pleafure-ground  ?  Exactly 
what  was  the  admiration  of  this 
country  about  threefcore  years 
ago  ;  box-trees  cut  into  mongers, 
animals,  letters,  and  the  names  of 
the  mafter  and  the  artificer.  In  an 
age  when  architecture  difplayed  all 
its  grandeur,  all  its  purity,  and 
all  its  tade;  when  arofe  Vefpafian’s 
amphitheatre,  the  temple  of  Peace, 
Trajan’s  forum,  Domitian’s  baths, 
and  Adrian’s  villa,  the  ruins  and 
vediges  of  which  Rill  excite  our 
-  adonilhment  and  curiofityj  a  Ro¬ 
man  conful,  a  poliflied  emperor’s 
friend,  and  a  man  of  elegant  li¬ 
terature  and  tade,  delighted  in 
what  the  mob  now  fcarce  admire 
in  a  college-garden.  All  the  in¬ 
gredients  of  Pliny’s  correfponded 
exadly  with  thofe  laid  out  by  Lon¬ 
don  and  Wife  on  Dutch  princi¬ 
ples;  Pie  talks  of  dopes,  terraffes, 
a  wildernefs,  fhrubs  methodically 
trimmed,  a  marble  bafon,  pipes 
fpouting  water,  a  cafcade  falling 
into  the  bafon,  bay-trees,  alter¬ 
nately  planted  with  planes,  and  a 
drait  walk,  from  whence  iffued 
Others  parted  off  by  hedges  of  box, 
and  apple  -  trees,  with  obelilks 
placed  between  every  two.  There 
wants  nothing  but  the  embroidery 
of  a  parterre,  to  make  a  garden 
in  the  reign  of  Trajan  ferve  for  a 
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defcription  of  one  in  that  of  King 
William  *.  In  one  paffage  above 
Pliny  feems  to  have  conceived  that 
natural  irregularity  might  be  a 
beauty  ;  in  opere  urbaniffimo ,  fays 
he,  Jiihita  <velut  illati  ruris  imita¬ 
tion  Something  like  a  rural  view 
was  contrived  amidd  fo  much  po¬ 
liflied  corrtpofition.  But  the  idea 
foon  van  idled,  lineal  walks  im¬ 
mediately  enveloped  the  dight 
fcene,  and  names  and  infcriptions 
in  box  again  fucceeded  to  compen- 
fate  for  the  daring  introduction  of 
nature. 

In  the  paintings  found  at  Her¬ 
culaneum  are  a  few  traces  of  gar¬ 
dens,  as  may  be  feen  in  the  fe- 
cond  volume  of  the  prints.  They 
are  fmall  fquare  inclofures  formed 
by  trellis-work,  and  efpaliers  f , 
and  regularly  ornamented  with 
vaTes,  fountains  and  careatides, 
elegantly  fy mmetrical,  and  proper 
for  the  narrow  fpaces  allotted  to  the 
garden  of  a  houfe  in  a  capital  city* 
From  fuch  I  would  not  banifh  thofe 
playful  waters  that  refrefh  a  fultry 
manfion  in  town,  nor  the  neat  trel¬ 
lis,  which  preferves  its  wooden  ver¬ 
dure  better  than  natural  greens 
expofed  to  dud.  Thofe  treillages 
in  the  gardens  at  Paris,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  Boulevard,  have  a  gay 
and  delightful  effeft. — They  form 
light  corridores,  and  tranfpicuous 
arbours  through  which  the  fun- 


Dr.  Plot,  in  his  natural  hlftory  of  Oxfordshire,  p.  3 So,  feems  to  have 
been  a  great  admirer  oi  trees  carved  into  the  mod  heterogeneous  forms,  which 
he  calls  topiary  works,  and  quotes  one  Laurembergius  for  faying  that  the  Bng- 
Isfli  are  as  expert  as  mod  nations  in  that  kind  of  fculpture ;  for  which  Hamp- 
ton-courp  was  particularly  remarkable.  The  doClor  then  names  bther  gardens 
that  flourifhed  with  animals,  and  cadles,  formed  arte  topiaria,  and  above  all  a 
wren  s  neft  that  was  capacious  enough  to  receive  a  man  to  fit  on  a  feat  made 
within  it  for  that  purpofe. 

f  At  Warwick-cadle  is  an  ancient  fuit  of  arras,  in  which  there  is  a  garden, 
sxaClly  refembling  thefe  pictures  oi  Herculaneum* 


beams 
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beams  pHy  and  chequer  the  fhade, 
fet  oft  the  ftatues,  vafes  and  flow¬ 
ers,  that  marry  with  their  gaudy 
hotels,  and  fuit  the  galant  and  idle 
fociety  who  paint  the  walks  be¬ 
tween  their  parterres,  and  realize 
the  fantaftic  fcenes  of  Watteau 
and  Durfe. 

We  do  not  precifely  know  what 
our  anceftors  meant  by  a  bower, 
it  was  probably  an  arbour;  fome- 
times  it  meant  the  whole  frittered 
inclofure,  and  in  one  inftance  it 
certainly  included  a  labyrinth. 
Rofamond’s  bower  was  indifput- 
ably  of  that  kind,  though  whether 
compofed  of  walls  or  hedges  we 
cannot  determine-  A  fquare  and 
a  round  labyrinth  were  fo  capital 
ingredients  of  a  garden  formerly, 
that  in  Du  Cerceau’s  architecture, 
who  lived  in  the  time  of  Charles 
IX.  and  Henry  III.  there  is  fcarce 
a  ground-plot  without  one  of  each. 
The  enchantment  of  antique  ap¬ 
pellations  has  confecrated  a  pleaf- 
ing  idea  of  a  royal  refidence,  of 
which  we  now  regret  the  extinction. 
Havering  in  the  bower,  the  join¬ 
ture  of  many  dowager  queens,  con¬ 
veys  to  us  the  notion  of  a  romantic 
fcene. 

In  Kip’s  views  of  the  feats  of 
our  nobility  and  gentry,  we  fee 
the  fame  tirefome  and  returning 
uniformity.  Every  houfe  is  ap¬ 
proached  by  two  or  three  gardens, 
confiding  perhaps  of  a  gravel-walk 
and  two  grafs-plats,  or  borders  of 
flowers.  Each  rifes  above  the 
other  by  two  or  three  fteps,  and 
as  many  walls  and  terrafles ;  and 
fo  many  iron-gates,  that  we  re¬ 
coiled  thofe  ancient  romances,  in 
which  every  entrance  was  guarded 
by  nymphs  or  dragons.  At  lady 
Orford’s  at  Piddleton  in  Dorfet- 
Ihire,  there  was,  when  my  brother 


married,  a  double  inclofure  of 
thirteen  gardens,  each  I  fuppofe 
not  an  hundred  feet  fquare,  with 
an  enfilade  of  correfpondent  gates ; 
and  before  you  arrived  at  thefe, 
you  pafled  a  narrow  gut  between 
two  flone  terrafles,  that  rofe  above 
your  head,  and  which  were  crown¬ 
ed  by  a  line  of  pyramidal  yews. 

Yet  though  thefe  and  fuch  pre- 
pofterous  inconveniencies  prevailed 
from  age  to  age,  good  fenfe  in 
this  country  had  perceived  the  want 
of  fomething  at  once  more  grand 
and  more  natural.  Thefe  refled- 
ions  and  the  bounds  fet  to  the  wafte 
made  by  royal  fpoilers,  gave  ori- 
gine  to  parks.  They  were  con- 
traded  forefts,  and  extended  gar¬ 
dens.  Hentzner  fays,  that  accord¬ 
ing  to  Rous  of  Warwick  the  firft 
park  was  that  at  Woodftock.  If 
fo,  it  might  be  the  foundation  of 
a  legend  that  Henry  II.  fecured 
his  miftrefs  in  a  labyrinth  :  it  was 
no  doubt  more  difficult  to  find  her 
in  a  park  than  in  a  palace,  when 
the  intricacy  of  the  woods  and  va¬ 
rious  lodges  buried  in  covert  might 
conceal  her  adual  habitation. 

It  is  more  extraordinary  that 
having  fo  long  ago  flumbled  on 
the  principle  of  modern  gardening, 
we  fhould  have  perftfted  in  retain¬ 
ing  its  reverfe,  fymmetrical  and 
unnatural  gardens.  That  parks 
were  rare  in  other  countries,  Hentz¬ 
ner,  who  travelled  over  great  part 
of  Europe,  leads  us  to  fuppofe,  by 
obferving  that  they  were  common 
in  England.  In  France  they  re¬ 
tain  the  name,  but  nothing  is 
more  different  both  in  compafs  and 
difpofition.  Their  parks  are  ufual- 
ly  fquare  or  oblong  inclofures  re¬ 
gularly  planted  with  walks  of  chef- 
nuts  or  limes,  and  generally  every 
large  town  has  one  for  its  public 
M  4  recre- 
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recreatipn.  They  are  exadly  like 
BurtoiPs  court  at  Clielfea- college, 
and  rarely  larger. 

One  man,  one  great  man  we 
had,  on  whom  nor  education  nor 
cukom  could  impofe  their  preju¬ 
dices  ;  who,  on  evil  days  though 
fallen ,  and  with  darknejs  and  foli- 
tude  compajfed  round ,  judged  that 
the  mihaken  and  fantaftic  orna¬ 
ments  he  had  feen  in  gardens, 
were  unworthy  of  the  Almighty 
hand  that  planted  the  delights  of 
Paradife.  He  feems  with  the 
prophetic  eye  of  take  [as  I  have 
heard  take  well  defined]  to  have 
conceived,  to  have  fore  feen  mo¬ 
dern  gardening ;  as  Lord  Bacon 
announced  the  difcoveries  fince 
made  by  experimental  philofophy. 
The  defcription  of  Eden  is  a 
warmer  and  more  juk  pidure  of 
the  prefent  kyle  than  Claud  Ter¬ 
rain  could  have  painted  from  Hag- 
ley  or  Stourhead.  The  firk  lines  I 
fh a  1 1  quote,  exhibit  Stourhead  on 
a  more  magnificent  feale. 

Tfiro’  Eden  went  a  river  large, 
N6r  chang’d  his  courfe,  but  thro’  the 
fhaggy  hill 

Pafs’d  underneath  ingulph’d,  for  God  had 
thrown 

That  mountain  as  his  garden-mound,  high 
rais’d 

Upen  the  rapid  current - - 

Hagley  feems  pidured  in  what  fol¬ 
lows, 

which  through  veins 

Of  porous  earth  with  kindly  third;  up- 
drawn, 

Rofs  a  frefii  fountain,  and  with  many  a 
rill 

"Water’d  the  garden - - 

What  colouring,  what  freedom  of 
pencil,  what  landfcape  in  thefe 
lines,  ' 

*"“*  fr°m  that  faphire  fount  the  crifped 
brooks, 

polling  on  orient  pearl  and  fends  of  gold. 


With  mazy  error  under  pendent  (hades 
Ran  nedtar,  vifiting  each  plant,  and  fed 
Flow’rs  worthy  of  Paradife,  which  nof 
nice  ant 

In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  nature 
boon 

Pour’d  forth  profufe  on  hill  and  dale  and 
plain. 

Both  where  the  morning  fun  firk  warmly 

Imote 

The  open  field)  and  where  the  unpierc’d 
111  ad  e 

Imbrown’d  the  noon-tide  bow’rs.*— Thus 
‘ was  this  place 

fi.  happy  rural  fiat  of  ’various  'vieiv. 

Read  this  transporting  defcription, 
paint  to  your  mind  the  feenes  that 
follow,  contrak  them  with  the  fa- 
vage  but  refpedabie  terror  with 
which  the  poet  guards  the  bounds 
of  his  Paradife,  fenced 

- . with  the  champion  head 

Of  a  keep  wildernefs,  whofe  hairy  tides 
With  thicket  overgrown,  grotefque  and 
wild 

Accefs  denied  5  and  over  head  upgrew 
Infuperable  height  of  loftieft  fliade. 

Cedar  and  pine,  and  fir,  and  branching 

palm, 

A  fyivari  feene,  and  as  the  ranks  afeend. 
Shade  above  fliade,  a  woody  theatre 
Of  fiateliek  view- — — 

and  then  recoiled;  that  the  author 
of  this  fublime  vifion  had  never 
feen  a  glimpfe  of  any  thing  like 
what  he  has  imagined,  that  his 
favourite  ancients  had  dropped  not 
a  hint  of  fuch  divine  feenery,  and 
that  the  conceits  in  Italian  gar¬ 
dens,  and  Theobalds  and  Non- 
inch,  were  the  brightek  originals 
that  his  memory  could  furniih.- 
His  intededual  Oye  law  a  nobler 
plan,  fo  little  did  he  fuffer  by  the 
lots  of  fight.  It  fufficed  him  to  have 
feen  the  materials  with  which  he 
could  work.  The  vigour  of  a 
boundlefs  imagination  told  him 
how  a  plan  might  be  difpofed, 
that  would  embellijh  nature,  a^d 

rekors 
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reftore  art  to  its  proper  office,  the 
juft  improvement  or  imitation  of 
it. 

It  is  necelfary  that  the  concur¬ 
rent  teftimony  of  the  age  ffiould 
fwear  to  pofterity  that  the  defcrip- 
tion  above  -  quoted  was  written 
above  half  a  century  before  the 
introduction  of  modern  gardening, 
or  our  incredulous  defcendents 
will  defraud  the  poet  of  half  his 
glory,  by  being  perfuaded  that 
he  copied  fome  garden  or  gardens 
he  had  feen  — fo  minutely  do  his 
ideas  correfpond  with  the  prelent 
ftandard.  But  what  fhall  we  fay 
for  that  intervening  half  century 
who  could  read  that  plan  and  ne¬ 
ver  attempt  to  put  it  in  execution  ? 

Now  let  us  turn  to  an  admired 
writer,  pofterior  to  Milton,  and 
fee  how  cold,  how  infipid,  how 
taftelefs  is  his  account  of  what  he 
pronounced  a  perfect  garden.  I 
fpeak  not  of  his  ftyle,  which  it 
was  not  necelfary  for  him  to  ani¬ 
mate  with  the  colouring  and  glow 
of  poetry.  It  is  his  want  of  ideas, 
of  imagination,  of  tafte,  that  I 
cenfure,  when  he  dictated  on  a 
fubject  that  is  capable  of  all  the 
graces  that  a  knowledge  of  beau¬ 
tiful  nature  can  beftow.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Temple  was  an  excellent 
man  ;  Milton,  a  genius  of  the  firft 
order. 

We  cannot  wonder  that  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  declares  in  favour  of  par¬ 
terres,  fountains  and  ftatues,  as 
necelfary  to  break  the  famenefs  of 
large  grafs-plats,  which  he  thinks 
have  an  ill  effed  upon  the  eye, 
when  he  .acknowledges  that  he 
difeovers  fancy  in  the  gardens  of 
Alcinous.  Milton  ftudied  the  an¬ 
cients  with  equal  enthuliafm,  but 
fiO  bigotry,  and  had  judgment  to 
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diftinguifti  between  the  want  of  in¬ 
vention  and  the  beauties  of  poe¬ 
try.  Compare  his  Paradife  with 
Homer’s  garden,  both  aferibed  to 
a  celeftial  deftgn.  For  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam,  it  is  juft  to  obferve,  that 
his  ideas  centered  in  a  fruit-gar¬ 
den.  He  had  the  honour  of  giv¬ 
ing  to  his  country  many  delicate 
fruits,  and  he  thought  of  little  elfe 
than  difpohng  them  to  the  belt 
advantage.  Here  is  the  paflage 
I  propofed  to  quote  ;  it  is  long, 
but  1  need  not  make  an  apology 
to  the  reader  for  entertaining  him 
with  any  other  words  inftead  of  my 
own . 

4  4  The  beft  figure  of  a  garden  is 
either  a  fquare  or  an  oblong,  and 
either  upon  a  flat  or  a  defeent : 
they  have  all  their  beauties,  but 
the  beft  I  efteem  an  oblong  upon  a 
defeent.  The  beauty,  the  air, 
the  view  makes  amends  for  the 
expence,  which  is  very  great  in 
flnifliing  and  fupporting  the  terras- 
walk,  in  levelling  the  parterres, 
and  in  the  ftone-ftairs  that  are  ne- 
ceifary  from  one  to  the  other. 

44  The  perfected:  figure  of  a 
garden  I  ever  faw,  either  at  home 
or  abroad,  was  that  of  Moor-park 
in  Hertfordfhifie,  when  I  knew  it 
about  thirty  years  ago.  It  was 
made  by  the  Countefs  of  Bedford, 
efteemed  among  the  greateft  wits 
of  her  time,  and  celebrated  by 
Dodor  Donne;  and  with  very  great 
care,  excellent  contrivance  and 
much  coft ;  but  greater  fums  may 
be  thrown  away  without  eft'ed  or 
honour,  if  there  want  fenfe  in  pro¬ 
portion  to  money,  or  if  nature  be 
nat  followed ,  which  I  take  to  be 
the  great  rule  in  this,  and  perhaps 
in  every  thing  elfe,  as  far  as  the 
condufl  not  only  of  our  lives,  but 

our 
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our  governments.”  [We  fhall  fee  two  cloifters  are  two  terra ffes  co- 
how  natural  that  admired  garden  vered  with  lead  and  fenced  with 
was.]  bal lifters ;  and  the  paffage  into 

Becaufe  I  take  *  the  garden  thefe  airy  walks  is  out  of  the  two 
I  have  named  to  have  been  in  all  fummer-houfes  at  the  end  of  the 
kinds  the  moft  beautiful  and  per-  firft  terras -walk.  The  cloifter 
fedt,  at  leaft  in  the  figure  and  dif-  facing  the  fouth  is  covered  with 
pofltion,  that  I  have  ever  feen,  I  vines,  and  would  have  been  pro¬ 
will  defcribe  it  for  a  model  to  per  for  an  orange-houfe,  and  the 
thofe  that  meet  with  luch  a  fitua-  other  for  myrtles  or  other  more 
tion,  and  are  above  the  regards  of  common  greens,  and  had,  I  doubt 
common  expence.  It  lies  on  the  not,  been  caft  for  that  purpofe, 
fide  of  a  hill,  upon  which  the  if  this  piece  of  gardening  had 
houfe  ftands,  but  not  very  fteep.  been  then  in  as  much  vogue  as  it 
The  length  of  the  houfe,  where  is  now. 

the  beft  rooms  and  moft  ufe  or  <c  From  the  middle  of  this  par- 
pleafure  are,  lies  upon  the  breadth  terre  is  a  defcent  by  many  fteps 
of  the  garden  ;  the  great  parlour  flying  on  each  fide  of  a  grotto  that 
opens  in  the  middle  of  a  terras  lies  between  them,  covered  with 
gravel-walk  that  lies  even  with  it,  lead  and  flat,  into  the  lower  gar- 
and  which  may  lie,  as  I  remember,  den,  which  is  all  fruit-trees  rang- 
ahout  three  hundred  paces  long,  ed  about  the  feveral  quarters  of  a 
and  broad  in  proportion  ;  the  bor-  wildernefs  which  is  very  fihady  ; 
der  fet  with  ftandard  laurels  and  the  walks  here  are  all  green,  the 
at  large  diftances,  which  have  the  grotto  embeiliflied  with  figures  of 
beauty  of  orange-trees  out  of  flow-  iliell-rock-vvork,  fountains,  and 
er  and  fruit.  From  this  walk  are  water- works.  If  the  hill  had  not 
three  defcents  by  many  ftone  fteps,  ended  with  the  lower  garden,  and 
in  the  middle  and  at  each  end,  the  wall  were  not  bounded  by  a 
into  a  very  large  parterre.  This  common  way  that  goes  through 
is  divided  into  quarters  by  gravel-  the  park,  they  might  have  added 
walks,  and  adorned  with  two  foun-  a  third  quarter  of  all  greens  ;  but 
tains  and  eight  ftatues  in  the  feve-  this  want  is  fupplied  by  a  garden 
ral  quarters.  At  the  end  of  the  on  the  other  fide  the  houfe,  which' 
terras-walk  aretwo  fummer-houfes,  is  all  of  that  fort,  very  wild,  fhady, 
and  the  fides  of  the  parterre  are  and  adorned  with  rough  rock-work 
ranged  with  two  large  cloifters  and  fountains, 
open  to  the  garden,  upon  arches  This  was  Moor-park,  when 

of  ft  one,  and  ending  with  two  I  was  acquainted  with  it,  and  the 
other  fummer-houfes  even  with  fweeteft  place,  I  think,  that  I  have 
the  cloifters,  which  are  paved  with  feen  in  my  life,  either  before  or 
ftone,  and  defigned  for/ walks  of  frnce,  at  home  or  abroad.”— 
Ihade,  there  being  none  other  in  I  will  make  no  farther  remarks 
the  whole  parterre.  Over  thefe  on  this  defcription.  Any  man 

*  The  garden  feems  to  have  been  made  after  the  plan  laid  down  by  Lord 
Bacon  in  his  46th  eflay,  to  which,  that  I  may  not  multiply  quotations,  I  will 
refer  the  reader.  > 

might 
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might  defign  and  build  as  fweet 
a  garden  who  had  been  born  in 
and  never  kirred  out  of  Holbourn. 
It  was  not  peculiar  to  Sir  William 
Temple  to  think  in  that  manner. 
How  many  Frenchmen  are  there 
who  have  feen  our  gardens,  and 
kill  prefer  natural  flights  of  keps 
and  kiady  cloikers  covered  with 
lead  1  Le  Nautre,  the  architect  of 
the  groves  and  grottoes  at  Ver- 
failles,  came  hither  on  a  mihion 
to  improve  our  take.  Ke  planted 
St.  James’s  and  Greenwich  parks 
— no  great  monuments  of  his  in¬ 
vention. 

To  do  farther  jukice  to  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Temple,  I  muk  not  omit 
what  he  adds.  “  What  I  have 
faid  of  the  bek  forms  of  gardens, 
is  meant  only  of  fuch  as  are  in  fome 
fort  regular;  for  there  may  be  other 
forms  wholly  irregular,  that  may, 
for  aught  I  know,  have  more 
beauty  than  any  of  the  others ; 
but  they  muk  owe  it  to  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  difpofitions  of  nature 
in  the  feat,  or  fome  great  race  of 
fancy  or  judgment  in  the  contrivance , 
which  may  reduce  many  difagree- 
ing  parts  into  fome  figure ,  which 
fhall  yet,  upon  the  whole,  be  very 
agreeable.  Something  of  this  I 
have  feen  in  fome  places,  but 
heard  more  of  it  from  others,  who 
have  lived  much  among  the  Chi- 
nefes,  a  people  whofe  way  of 
thinking  feems  to  lie  as  wide  of 
ours  in  Europe,  as  their  country 
does. — Their  greatek  reach  of  ima¬ 
gination  is  employed  in  contriving 
figures,  where  the  beauty  fhall  be 
great  and  krike  the  eye,  but  with¬ 
out  any  order  or  difpofition  of 
parts,  that  fhall  be  commonly  or 
eafily  obferved.  And  though  we 
have  hardly  any  notion  of  this 
fort  of  beauty,  yet  they  have  a 


particular  word  to  exprefs  it ;  and 
where  they  find  it  hit  their  eye  at 
firffc  fight,  they  fay  that  Shara- 
wadgi  is  hne  or  is  admirable,  or 
any  fuch  expreffion  of  ekeem — but 
I  Ihould  hardly  advife  any  of  thefe 
attempts  in  the  figure  of  gardens 
among  us,  they  are  adventures  of 
too  hard  atchievement  for  any 
common  hands ;  and  though  there 
may  be  more  honour  if  they  fuc- 
ceed  well,  yet  there  is  more  difho- 
nour  if  they  fail,  and  it  is  twenty 
to  one  they  will ;  whereas  in  re¬ 
gular  figures,  it  is  hard  to  make 
any  great  and  remarkable  faults.” 

Fortunately  Kent  and  a  few 
others  were  not  quite  fo  timid,  or 
we  might  kill  be  going  up  and 
down  kairs  in  the  open  air. 

It  is  true,  we  have  heard  much 
lately,  as  Sir  William  Temple  did, 
of  irregularity  and  imitations  of 
nature  in  the  gardens  or  grounds 
of  the  Chinefe.  The  former  is 
certainly  true  ;  they  are  as  whim- 
kcally  irregular,  as  European  gar¬ 
dens  are  formally  uniform,  and  un¬ 
varied —  but  with  regard  to  nature, 
it  feems  as  much  avoided,  as  in  the 
fquares  and  oblongs,  and  krait  lines 
of  our  ancekors.  An  artificial  per¬ 
pendicular  rock  karting  out  of  a  flat 
plain,  and  connected  with  nothing, 
often  pierced  through  in  various 
places  with  oval  hollows,  has  no 
more  pretenfion  to  be  deemed  na¬ 
tural  than  a  lineal  terrafs  or  a  par¬ 
terre.  The  lateMr.  Jofeph  Spence, 
who  had  both  take  and  zeal  for  the 
prefent  kyle,  was  fo  perfuaded  of 
the  Chinefe  emperor’s  pleafure- 
ground  being  laid  out  on  princi¬ 
ples  refembiing  ours,  that  he 
trankated  and  publifhed,  under 
the  name  of  Sir  Harry  Beaumont, 
a  particular  account  of  that  inclo- 
fure  from  the-  collection  of  the 

letters 
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letters  of  the  Jefuits,  I  have 
looked  it  over,  and  except  a  de¬ 
termined  irregularity,  can  find  no¬ 
thing  in  it  that  gives  me  any  idea 
of  attention  being  paid  to  nature. 
It  is  of vaft  circumference,  and  con¬ 
tains  200  palaces,  befides  as  many 
contiguous  for  the  eunuchs,  all 
gilt,  painted  and  varnifhed.  1  here 
are  raifed  hills  from  2  0  to  60  feet 
high,  ilreams  and  lakes,  and  one 
of  the  latter  five  miles  round. 
Thefe  waters  are  patted  by  bridges 
—but  even  their  bridges  mull  not 
be  ftrait— they  ferpentize  as  much 
as  the  rivulets,  and  are  fometim.es 
ib  long  as  to  be  furnifhed  with 
retting" places,  and  begin  and  end 
with  triumphal  arches.  Me- 
tdifnks  a  ftrait  canal  is  as  rational 
at  lead:  as  a  mseandring  bridge. 
The  colon ades  undulate  in  the 
fame  manner.  In  fhort,  this  pret¬ 
ty  gaudy  fcene  is  the  work  of  ca¬ 
price  and  whim  ;  and  when  we  re¬ 
tted*  on  their  buildings,  prefents 
no  image  but  that  of  unfubftantial 
tawdrinefs.  Nor  is  this  all.  With¬ 
in  this  fantallic  Paradife  is  a  fquare 
town,  each  fide  a  mile  long.  Here 
the  eunuchs  of  the  court,  to  en¬ 
tertain  his  imperial  majefty  with 
the  buttle  and  bufinefs  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  in  which  he  reftdes,  but  which 
it  is  not  of  his  dignity  ever  to  fee, 
ail  merchants  and  all  lorts  of 
trades,  and  even  defignedly  exer- 
cife  for  his  royal  amufement  every 
art  of  knavery  that  is  praftifed 
under  his  aufpicious  government. 
Me  think*  this  is  the  childifh  folace 
and  repofe  of  grandeur,  not  a  re¬ 
tirement  from  affairs  to  the  de- 
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lights  of  rural  life.  Here  too  his 
majefty  plays  at  agriculture  ;  there 
is  a  quarter  fet  apart  for  that  pur- 
pofe  ;  the  eunuchs  fow,  reap,  and 
carry  in  their  harveft  in  the  impe¬ 
rial  prefence  ;  and  his  majefty  re¬ 
turns  to  Pekin  perfuaded  that  he 
has  been  in  the  country. 

Having  thus  cleared  my  way  by 
ascertaining  what  have  been  the 
ideas  on  gardening  in  all  ages, 
as  far  as  we  have  materials  to  judge 
by,  it  remains  to  ihow  to  what  de¬ 
gree  Mr.  Kent  invented  the  new 
ftyle,  and  what  hints  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  to  fuggeft  and  conduct  his 
undertaking- . 

We  have  feen  what  Moor-park 
was,  when  pronounced  a  ftandard. 
But  as  no  fucceeding  generation 
in  an  opulent  and  luxurious  coun¬ 
try  contents  itfelf  with  the  perfec¬ 
tion  eftablifhed  bv  its  anceftors, 
more  perfect  perfection  was  {till 
fought ;  and  improvements  had 
gone  on,  till  London  and  Wife 
had  flocked  our  gardens  with 
giants,  animals,  monfters  *,  coats 
of  arms  and  mottoes  in  yew,  box 
and  holly.  Abfurdity  could  go 
no  farther,  and  the  tide  turned. 
Bridgman,  the  next  fafhionable 
deftgner  of  gardens,  was  far  more 
ch'afte ;  and  whether  from  good 
fenfe,  or  that  the  nation  had  been 
ftruck  and  reformed  by  the  admi¬ 
rable  paper  in  the  Guardian, 
NQ  173,  he  banifhed  verdant 
fculpture,  and  did  not  even  revert 
to  the  fquare  precifion  of  the  fore¬ 
going  age.  He  enlarged  his  plans, 
difdained  to  make  every  divifton 
tally  to  its  oppofite,  and  though 


*  On  the  piers  of  a  garden -gate  not  far  from  Paris  I  obferved  two  very  co¬ 
quet  iphinxes.  Thefe  lady  monfters  had  ft  raw  hats  gracefully  (mart  on  one 
fide  of  their  heads,  and  filken  cloaks  half  veiling  their  necks  5  all  executed  in 
ft  one. 

he 
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lie  (till  adhered  much  to  ftrait 
Walks  with  high  clipped  hedges, 
they  were  only  his  great  lines  ; 
the  reft  he  diverfitied  by  wilder- 
nefs,  and  with  loofe  groves  of  oak, 
though  ftill  within  furrounding 
hedges.  I  have  obferved  in  the 
garden  #  at  Gubbins  in  Hertford- 
ihire  many  detached  thoughts,  that 
ftrongiy  indicate  the  dawn  of  mo¬ 
dern  tafte.  As  his  reformation 
gained  footing,  he  ventured  far¬ 
ther,  and  in  the  royal  garden  at 
Richmond  dared  to  introduce  cul¬ 
tivated  fields,  and  even  morfels  of 
a  foreft  appearance,  by  the  fides  of 
thofe  endlefs  and  tirefome  walks, 
that  ftretched  out  of  one  into  ano¬ 
ther  without  intermiftion.  But 
this  was  not  till  other  innovators 
had  broke  loofe  too  from  rigid  fym- 
metrv. 

But  the  capital  ftroke,  the  lead¬ 
ing  ltep  to  all  that  has  followed, 
was  [I  believe  the  firft  thought  was 
Bridgman’s]  the  deftrudtion  of 
walls  for  boundaries,  and  the  in¬ 
vention  of  fofses — an  attempt  then 
deemed  fo  aftonifhing,  that  the 
common  people  called  them  Ha  ! 
Ha’s  !  to  exprefs  their  furprize  at 
finding  a  fudden  and  unperceived 
check  to  their  walk. 

One  of  the  firft  gardens  planted 
in  this  Ample  though  ftill  formal 
ftyle,  was  my  father’s  at  Hough¬ 
ton.  It  was  laid  out  by  Mr.  Eyre, 
an  imitator  of  Bridgman.  It  con¬ 
tains  three-and-twenty  acres,  then 
reckoned  a  confiderable  portion. 

I  call  a  funk  fence  the  leading 
ftep,  for  rhefe  reafons.  No  fooner 
was  this  fimpie  enchantment  made. 


than  levelling,  mowing  and  roll¬ 
ing,  followed.  The  contiguous 
ground  of  the  park  without  the 
funk  fence  was  to  be  harmonized 
wirn  the  lawn  within  ;  and  the 
garden  in  its  turn  was  to  be  fet 
free  from  its  prim  regularity,  that 
it  might  affort  with  the  wilder 
country  without.  The  funk  fenfe 
afcertained  the  fpecific  garden,  but 
that  it  might  not  draw  too  obvious 
a  line  of  diftinclion  between  the 
neat  and  the  rude,  the  contiguous 
out-lying  parts  came  to  be  includ¬ 
ed  in  a  kind  of  general  defign  : 
and  when  nature  was  taken  into 
the  plan,  under  improvements, 
every  ftep  that  was  made,  pointed 
out  netv  beauties  and  infpired  new 
ideas.  At  that  moment  appeared 
Kent,  painter  enough  to  tafte  the 
charms  of  landfcape,  bold  and 
opinionative  enough  to  dare  and  to 
diftate,  and  born  with  a  genius  to 
ftrike  out  a  great  fyftem  from  the 
twilight  of  imperfedt  eflays.  He 
leaped  the  fence,  and  favv  that  all 
nature  was  a  garden.  He  felt  the 
delicious  contrail  of  hill  and  valley 
changing  imperceptibly  into  each 
other,  rafted  the  beauty  of  the 
gentle  fwell,  or  concave  fcoop, 
and  remarked  how  loofe  groves 
crowned  an  eafy  eminence  with 
happy  ornament,  and  while  they 
called  in  the  diftant  view  between 
their  graceful  Hems,  removed  and 
extended  the  perfpedtive  by  delu- 
five  comparifon. 

Thus  the  pencil  of  his  imagina¬ 
tion  bellowed  all  the  arts  of  land¬ 
fcape  on  the  fcenes  he  handled. 
The  great  principles  on  which  he 


*  The  feat  of  the  late  Sir  Jeremy  Sambroke.  It  had  formerly  belonged  to 
Lady  More,  mother  in.-law  of  -feir  Thomas  More,  and  had  been  tyrannically 
wrenched  from  her  by  Henry  VIII.  on  the  execution  of  Sir  Thomas,  though 
not  her  fon,  and.  though  her  jointure  from  a  former  hufband. 


worked 
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worked  were  perfpeelive,  and  light 
and  (hade.  Groupes  of  trees  broke 
too  uniform  or  too  exterifive  a 
lawn  ;  evergreens  and  woods  were 
oppofed  to  the  glare  of  the  cham- 
pain,  and  where  the  view  was  lefs 
fortunate,  or  fo  much  expofed  as 
to  be  beheld  at  once,  he  blotted 
out  fome  parts  by  thick  (hades,  to 
'  divide  it  into  variety,  or  to  make 
the  richell  fcene  more  enchanting 
by  referving  it  to  a  farther  advance 
of  the  fpe&ator’s  ftep.  Thus,  fe- 
leCling  favourite  obje&s,  and  veil¬ 
ing  deformities  by  fcreens  of  plan¬ 
tation  ;  fometimes  allowing  the 
iruded  wake  to  add  its  foil  to  the 
richell  theatre,  he  realized  the 
compolitions  of  the  greateil  makers 
in  painting.  Where  obje&s  were 
wanting  to  animate  his  horizon, 
his  take  as  an  architect  could  be¬ 
llow  immediate  termination* 

But  of  all  the  beauties  he  added 
to  the  face  of  this  beautiful  coun¬ 
try,  none  furpaffed  his  manage¬ 
ment  of  water.  Adieu  to  canals, 
circular  bafons,  and  cafcades  tum¬ 
bling  down  marble  keps,  that  lak' 
abfurd  magnificence  of  Italian  and 
French  villas.  The  forced  eleva¬ 
tion  of  catara&s  was  no  more. 
The  gentle  kream  was  taught  to 
ferpentize  feemingly  at  its  pleafure, 
and  where  difeon tinned  by  differ¬ 
ent  levels,  its  courfe  appeared  to 
be  concealed  by  thickets  properly 
interfperfed,  and  glittered  again 
at  a  didance  where  it  might  be 
fuppofed  naturally  to  arrive.  Its 
borders  were  fmoothed,  but  pre- 
ierved  their  waving  irregularity. 
A  few  trees  Scattered  here  and 
there  on  its  edges  fprinkled  the 
tame  bank  that  accompanied  its 
mteanders ;  and  when  it  difappear- 
ed  among  the  hills,  (hades  de¬ 
fending  from  the  heights  leaned 
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towards  its  progrefs,  and  framed 
the  dikant  point  of  light  under 
which  it  was  lok,  as  it  turned  afide 
to  either  hand  of  the  blue  horizon. 

Thus  dealing  in  none  but  the 
colours  of  nature,  and  catching  its 
mok  favourable  features,  men  faw 
a  new  creation  opening  before  their 
eyes.  The  living  landfcape  was 
chakened  or  polifhed,  not  tranf- 
formed.  Freedom  was  given  to 
the  forms  of  trees ;  they  extended 
their  branches  unrekricted,  and 
where  any  eminent  oak,  or  maker 
beech  had  efcaped  maiming  and 
furvived  the  forek,  buih  and  bram¬ 
ble  was  removed,  and  all  its  ho¬ 
nours  were  rekored  to  dikinguikt 
and  (hade  the  plain.  Where  the 
united  plumage  of  an  ancient  wood 
extended  wide  its  undulating  ca¬ 
nopy,  and  kood  venerable  in  its 
darknefs,  Kent  thinned  the  fore- 
mod  ranks,  and  left  but  fo  many 
detached  and  fcattered  trees,  as 
foftened  the  approach  of  gloom  and 
blended  a  chequered  light  with  the 
thus  lengthened  fhadows  of  the  re¬ 
maining  columns. 

Succeeding  artiks  have  added 
new  mader-drokes  to  thefe  touches  * 
perhaps  improved  or  brought  to 
perfection  fome  that  I  have  named. 
The  introduction  of  foreign  trees 
and  plants,  which  we  owe  princi¬ 
pally  to  Archibald  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle,  contributed  efientially  to  the' 
richnefs  of  colouring  fo  peculiar  to 
our  modern  landfcape.  The  mix¬ 
ture  of  various  greens,  the  con  trad 
of  forms  between  our  fored-trees 
and  the  northern  and  Wed-Indian 
firs  and  pines,  are  improvements 
more  recent  than  Kent,  or  but  lit¬ 
tle  known  to  him.  The  weeping- 
willow  and  every  korid  (hrub,  each 
tree  of  delicate  or  bold  leaf,  are 
new  tints  in  the  compofition  of  our: 

gardens. 


; 
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gardens.  The  laft  century  was 
certainly  acquainted  with  many  of 
thofe  rare  plants  we  now  admire. 
The  Wevmouth-pine  has  long  beeji 
naturalized  here  ;  the  patriarch 
plant  ftill  exifts  at  Longleat.  The 
light  and  graceful  acacia  was 
known  as  early  ;  witnefs  theft-  an¬ 
cient  hems  in  the  court  of  Beclford- 
houle  in  Bloomjfbury-fquare  ;  and 
in  the  Bilhop  of  London’s  garden 
at  Fulham  are  many  exocics  of 
very  ancient  date.  I  doubt  there¬ 
fore  whether  the  difficulty  of  pre- 
ferving  them  in  a  clime  fo  foreign 
to  their  nature  di  i  not  convince 
our  anceftors  of  their  inutility  in 
general,  unlefs  the  fhapelinefs  of 
the  lime  and  horfe-chelnut,  which 
accorded  fo  well  with  eftablifhed 
regularity,  and  which  thence  and 
from  their  novelty  grew  in  fafhion, 
did  not  occafion  the  negledk  of  the 
more  curious  plants. 

That  Kent’s  ideas  were  but  rare¬ 
ly  great,  was  in  fome  meafure 
owing  to  the  novelty  of  his  art.  It 
would  have  been  difficult  to  have 
tranlported  the  ftyle  of  gardening 
at  once  from  a  few  acres  to  tum¬ 
bling  of  forefts  :  and  though  new 
fafhions  often  lead  men  to  the  mod 
oppofite  excefies,  it  could  not 
be  the  cafe  in  gardening,  where 
the  experiments  wouid  have  been 
fo  expenfive.  Yet  it  is  true 
too  that  the  features  in  Kent’s 
landfcapes  were  feldom  majeftic. 
His  clumps  were  puny,  he  aimed 
at  immediate  effet't,  and  planted 
not  for  futurity.  One  fees  no  large 
woods  fketched  out  by  his  direction. 
Nor  are  we  yet  entirely  rifen  abeve 
a  too  great  frequency  of  f m 3 1 1 
clumps,  elpecially  in  the  elbows 
of  Terpentine  rivers.  How  com¬ 
mon  to  fee  three  or  four  beeches. 


then  as  many  larches,  a  third  knot 
of  cyprelfes,  and  a  -evolution  ofall 
three  1  Kent’s  laft  defigns  were  in 
a  higher  ftyle,  as  his  ideas  opened 
on  fuccefs.  The  north  terras  at 
Claremont  was  much  fuperior  to  the 
reft  of  the  gai den. 

A  return  of  fome  particular 
thoughts  was  common  to  him  with 
other  painters,  and  made  his  hand 
known.  A  fmall  lake  edged  by 
a  winding  bank  with  Scattered  trees 
that  led  to  a  feat  at  the  head  of  the 
pond,  was  common  to  Claremont, 
Eiher,  and  others  of  his  defigns* 
At  Elher, 

Where  Kent  and  nature  vied  for  Pelham's 
love, 

the  profpeds  more  than  aided  the 
painter’s  genius.  —  They  marked 
out  the  points  where  his  art  was 
necefTary  or  not  j  but  thence  left: 
his  judgment  in  poffieffion  of  all  its 
glory. 

Having  routed  profejjed  art,  fo? 
the  modern  gardener  exerts  his  ta¬ 
lents  to  conceal  his  art,  Kent,  like 
other  reformers,  knew'  not  how 
to  Hop  at  the  juft  limits.  He  had 
followed  nature,  and  imitated  her 
fo  happily,  that  he  began  to  think 
all  her  works  were  equally  proper 
for  imitation.  In  Kenlington-gar- 
den  he  planted  dead  trees,  to  give 
a  greater  air  of  truth  to  the  feene 
—  but  he  was  foon  laughed  out  of 
this  excefs.  His  ruling  principle 
was,  that  nature  abhors  a  ftrait  line* 
— His  mimics,  for  every  genius 
has  his  apes,  feemed  to  think  that 
fhe  could  love  nothing  but  what 
was  crocked.  Yet  fo  many  men  of 
.talle  of  all  ranks  devoted  them- 
felves  to  the  new  improvements, 
that  it  is  furprizing  how  much 
beauty  has  been  {truck  out,  with 
how  few  abfurdities.  Still  in  fome 

lights 
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lights  the  reformation  fee  ms  to  me 
to  have  been  pufhed  too  far. 
Though  an  avenue  crofting  a  park 
or  feparating  a  lawn,  and  inter¬ 
cepting  views  from  the  feat  to 
which  it  leads,  are  capital  faults, 
yet  a  great  avenue  *  cut  through 
woods,  perhaps  before  entering  a 
park,  has  a  noble  air.  In  other 
places  the  total  haniihment  of  all 
particular  neatnefs  immediately 
about  a  houfe,  which  is  frequently 
left  gazing  by  itfelf  in  the  middle 
of  a  park,  is  a  defeCl.  Sheltered 
and  even  clofe  walks  in  fo  very 
uncertain  a  climate  as  ours,  are 
comforts  ill  exchanged  for  the  few 
pi&urefque  days  that  we  enjoy : 
and  whenever  a  family  can  pur¬ 
loin  a  warm  and  even  fomething 
of  an  old  fafhioned  garden  from 
the  landfcape  defigned  for  them 
by  the  undertaker  in  fafhion,  with¬ 
out  interfering  with  the  picture, 
they  will  find  fatisfaClionson  thofe 
days  that  do  not  invite  ftrangers  to 
come  and  fee  their  improvements. 

Fountains  have  with  great  rea- 
fon  been  baniihed  from  gardens  as 
unnatural ;  but  it  furprizes  me 
that  they  have  not  been  allotted  to 
their  proper  pofitions,  to  cities, 
towns,  and  the  courts  of  great 
houfes,  as  proper  accompaniments 
to  architecture,  and  as  works  of 
grandeur  in  themfelves.  Their 
decorations  admit  the  utmoft  in¬ 
vention,  and  when  the  waters  are 
thrown  up  to  different  ftages,  and 
tumble  over  their  border,  nothing 


has  a  more  impofmg  or  a  more  fe- 
frefhing  found.  A  palace  demands 
its  external  graces  and  attributes, 
as  much  as  a  garden.  Fountains 
and  cypreffes  peculiarly  become 
buildings,  and  no  man  can  have 
been  at  Rome,-  and  feen  the  vaft 
bafons  of  marble  dafhed  with  per¬ 
petual  cafcades  in  the  area  of  St. 
Peter’s,  without  retaining  an  idea 
of  tafte  and  fplendor.  Thofe  in 
the  piazza  Navona  are  as  ufeful  as 
fublimely  conceived. 

Grottoes  in  this  climate  are  re- 
ceffes  only  to  be  looked  at  tran- 
fiently.  1  When  they  are  regularly 
cornpofed  within  of  fymmetry  and 
architecture,  as  in  Italy,  they  are 
only  fplendid  improprieties.  The 
moil  judicioufly,  indeed  moil  for¬ 
tunately  placed  grotto,  is  that  at 
Stourhead,  where  the  river  burfts 
from  the  urn  of  its  god,  and  paftes 
on  its  courfe  through  the  cave. 

But  it  is  not  my  bufinefs  to  lay 
down  rules  for  gardens,  but  to  give 
the  hiilory  of  them.  A  iyilem  of 
rules  pufhed  to  a  great  degree  of 
refinement,  and  colleCled  from  the 
bell  examples  and  praCtice,  has 
been  lately  given  in  a  book  inti¬ 
tuled  Obfernjations  on  modern  Gar¬ 
dening. 

The  author  divides  his  fubjeCl 
into  gardens,  parks,  farms,  and 
ridings.  I  do  not  mean  to  find 
fault  with  this  divifion.  Directions 
are  requifite  to  each  kind,  and 
each  has  its  department  at  many 
of  the  great  fcenes  from  whence 


*  Of  this  kind  one  of  the  moil  noble  is  that  of  Stanftead,  the  feat  of  the 
Earl  of  Halifax,  traverfing  an  ancient  wood  for  two  miles  and  bounded  by  the 
lea.  The  very  extenfive  lawns  at  that  feat,  richly  inclofed  by  venerable  beech 
woods,  and  chequered  by  ftngle  beeches  of  vaft  fize,  particularly  when  you 
Hand  in  the  portico  of  the  temple  and  furvey  the  landfcape  that  waftes  itfelf  ill 
rivers  of  broken  fea,  recall  fuch  exaCl  pictures  of  Claud  Lorrain,  that  it  is  dif¬ 
ficult  to  conceive  that  he  did  not  paint  them  from  this  very  fpot. 


he 
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he  drew  his  obfervations.  Ia  the 
hiftoric  light,  1  diftinguifh  them 
into  the  garden  that  connects  it- 
felf  with  a  park,  into  the  orna¬ 
mented  farm,  and  into  the  foreft 
or  favage  garden.  Kent,  as  I  have 
fhown,  invented  or  eftablifhed  the 
firft  fort.  Mr.  Philip  Soathcote 
founded  the  fecond  or  ferme  ornee, 
of  which  is  a  very  juft  defcription 
in  the  author  I  have  been  quoting. 
The  third  I  think  he  has  not 
enough  diftinguifiied.  I  mean 
that  kind  of  alpine  fcene,  com- 
pofed  almoft  wholly  of  pines  and 
firs,  a  few  birch,  and  fuch  trees 
as  aftimilate  with  a  favage  and 
mountainous  country.  Mr.  Charles 
Hamilton,  at  Pain’s-hill,  in  my 
opinion  has  given  a  perfect  exam¬ 
ple  of  this  mode  in  the  utmoft 
boundary  of  his  garden.  All  is 
great  and  foreign  and  rude ;  the 
walks  feem  not  defigned,  but  cut 
through  the  wood  of  pines ;  and 
the  ftyle  of  the  whole  is  fo  grand, 
and  conduced  with  fo  ferious  an 
air  of  wild  and  uncultivated  ex¬ 
tent,  that  when  you  look  down 
on  this  feeming  foreft,  you  are 
amazed  to  find  it  contain  a  very 
few  acres.  In  general,  except  as 
a  fcreen  to  conceal  fome  deformi¬ 
ty,  or  as  a  (belter  in  winter,  I  am 
not  fond  of  total  plantations  of 
ever-greens.  Firs  in  particular 
form  a  very  ungraceful  fummit,  all 
broken  into  angles. 

Sir  Henry  Englefield  was  one  of 
the  fir  ft  improvers  on  the  new  ftyle* 
and  fe  letted  with  fingular  tafte  that 
chief  beauty  of  all  gardens,  pro- 
fpett  and  fortunate  points  of  view. 
We  tire  of  all  the  painter’s  art 
when  it  wants  thefe  finishing 
touches.  The  faireft  fcenes,  that 
depend  on  themfelves  alone,  weary 
when  often  fee n.  The  Doric  por- 
Vol.  XXIII.  , 


tico,  the  Palladian  bridge,  the 
Gothic  ruin,  the  Chinefe  pagoda* 
that  furprize  the  ftranger,  foorl 
lofe  their  charms  to  their  furfeited 
mailer.  The  lake  that  floats  the 
valley  is  ftill  more  lifelefs,  and  its 
lord  feldom  enjoys  his  expence  but 
when  he  fltows  it  to  a  vifiter.  But 
the  ornament  whofe  merit  fooneft 
fades*  is  the  hermitage  or  fcene 
adapted  to  contemplation.  It  is 
almoft  comic  to  fet  afide  a  quarter 
of  one’s  garden  to  be  melancholy 
in. 

The  molt  imminent  danger  that 
threatens  the  prefent*  as  it  has 
ever  done,  all  tafte  is  the  purfuifc 
of  variety.  A  modern  French, 
writer  has  in  a  very  affetted  phrafd 
given  a  juft  account  of  this,  I  will 
call  it,  diftemper.  He  fays,  Ven± 
nui  du  heau  amene  le  gout  du  fingu- 
lier.  The  noble  fimplicity  of  the 
A  uguftan  age  was  driven  out  by  fal  fe 
tafte.  The  gigantic,  the  puerile,  the 
quaint,  and  at  laft  the  barbarous, 
and  the  monkifh,  had  each  their 
fucceflive  admirers.  Mufic  has 
been  improved,  till  it  is  a  fcience 
of  tricks  and  flight  of  hand  s  the 
fober  greatnefs  of  Titian  is  loft, 
and  painting  ftnce  Carlo  Maratti, 
h.33  little  more  relief  than  Indian 
paper.  Barromini  twilled  and  curl¬ 
ed  architecture,  as  if  it  was  fub- 
jett  to  the  change  of  faftiions  like 
a  head  of  hair.  If  we  once  lofe 
fight  of  the  propriety  of  landfcape 
in  oiir  gardens,  we  fh all  wander 
into  all  the  fantaftic  fharawadgis 
of  the  Chinefe.  We  have  dilco- 
vered  the  point  of  perfection.  We 
have  given  the  true  model  of  gar¬ 
dening  to  the  world;  let  other* 
countries  mimic  or  corrupt  our 
tafte  ;  but  let  it  reign  here  on  its 
verdant  throne,  original  by  its  ele¬ 
gant  fimplicity,  and  proud  of  nd 
N  other 
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other  art  than  that  of  Tokening  na¬ 
ture’s  harfhnefTes'  and  copying  her 
graceful  touch. 

The  ingenious  author  of  the 
Obfervations  on  modern  Garden¬ 
ing  is,  I  think,  too  rigid  when  he 
condemns  fome  deceptions,  be- 
caufe  they  have  been  often  ufed. 
If  thofe  deceptions,  as  a  feigned 
fteeple  of  a  diftant  church,  or  an 
unreal  bridge  to  difguife  the  ter¬ 
mination  of  water,  were  intended 
Only  to  furprife,  they  were  indeed 
tricks  that  would  not  bear  repeti¬ 
tion  ;  but  being  intended  to  im¬ 
prove  the  landfcape,  are  no  more 
to  be  condemned  becaufe  common, 
than  they  would  be  if  employed 
by  a  painter  in  the  compofition  of 
a  picture.  Ought  one  man’s  gar¬ 
den  to  be  deprived  of  a  happy  ob¬ 
ject,  becaufe  that  objefl  has  been 
employed  by  another?  The  more 
we  exaft  novelty,  the  fooner  our 
tade  will  be  vitiated.  Situations 
are  every  where  fo  various,  that 
there  never  can  be  a  famenefs, 
while  the  difpohtion  of  the  ground 
•is  iludied  and  followed,  and  every 
incident  of  view  turned  to  advan¬ 
tage. 

In  the  mean  time  how  rich,  how 
gay,  how  pidturefque  the  face  of 
the  country  \  The  demolition  of 
walls  laying  open  each  improve¬ 
ment,  every  journey  is  made 
through  a  fucceffion  of  pictures  ; 
and  even  where  tade  is  wanting  in 
the  fpot  improved,  the  general 
view  is  embeilifhed  by  a  variety.  If 
no  relapfe  to  barbarifm,  formality, 
and  (eciufion,  is  made,  what  land- 
lcapss  will  dignify  every  quarter 
of  our  iiland,  when  the  daily  plan¬ 
tations  that  are  making  have  at¬ 
tained  venerable  maturity  !  A  fpe- 
c  linen  of  what  our  gardens  will  be, 
may  be  feen  at  Petworth,  where 


the  portion  of  the  park  neared  the 
houfe  has  been  allotted  to  the  mo¬ 
dern  ffyle.  It  is  a  garden  of  oaks 
two  hundred  years  old.  If  there 
is  a  fault  in  fo  auguft  a  fragment 
of  improved  nature,  it  is,  that  the 
fize  of  the  trees  are  out  of  all  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  throbs  and  acccrm- 
panyments. 

It  was  fortunate  for  the  country 

j 

and  Mr.  Kent,  that  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  very  able  mafier  ;  and 
did  living  artifts  come  within  my 
plan,  I  fhould  be  glad  to  do  juftice 
to  Mr.  Brown  ;  but  he  may  be  a 
gainer,  by  being  referted  for  fome 
abler  pen. 

In  general  it  is  probably  true, 
that  the  poflefTor,  if  he  has  any 
take,  mud  be  the  bed  dedgner  of 
his  own  improvements.  He  fees 
his  fituation  in  all  feafons  of  the 
year,  at  all  times  of  the  day.  Pie 
Knows  where  beauty  will  not  clafh 
with  convenience,  and  ©bferves  in 
his  filent  walks  or  accidental  rides 
a  thoufand  hints  that  mud  efcape 
a  perfon  who  in  a  few  days  fketches 
out  a  pretty  pidlure,  but  has  not 
had  leifure  to  examine  the  details 
and  relations  of  every  part. 


On  Improving  the  Memory.  From 
a  Freatije  on  Education ,  by  Mr. 
Knox. 

^"TT^HE  great  and  obvious  uti- 
_§,  lity  of  the  memory,  has 
urged  the  ingenious  to  devife  arti¬ 
ficial  riiodes  of  increadng  its  power 
of  retention.  The  great  orator  of 
Rome,  whofe  judgment  and  ex¬ 
perience,  as  well  as  his  genius, 
give  great  weight  to  his  opinions 
on  didactic  fubjedts,  has  fpoken 
rather  favourably  of  the  memoria. 
technica ,  or  artificial  memory.  But, 

notwkh- 
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notwithftanding  the  authority  of 
him,  and  of  other  truly  ingenious 
writers,  the  art  is  rather  to  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  curious  than  an  ufeful 
contrivance,  and  it  is  reje&ed  by 
Quintilian.  Few  have  really  avail¬ 
ed  thernfeives  of  it  ;  and  many 
who  have  attempted  to  acquire  it, 
have  only  added  to  the  oblcurity  of 
their  conceptions*. 

That  mode  of  improvement, 
then,  may  be  totally  laid  aiide, 
and  may  be  numbered  among  the 
fanciful  inventions,  which  ferve  to 
amufe  the  idle  and  the  fpeculative, 
without  being  reducible  to  gene¬ 
ral  and  pra&kal  utility.  The  only 
infallible  method  of  augmenting  its 
powers,  is  frequent,  regular,  and 
well-directed  exercife;  fuch  exer¬ 
cife,  indeed,  as  it  is  commonly 
led  to  ufe  in  the  claffical  fchools, 
where  a  night  feldom  paffes  with¬ 
out  a  talk  appointed  for  the  exercife 
of  the  memory. 

In  order  to  improve  the  memo¬ 
ry,  it  is  necelfary  to  acquire  a 
confidence  in  it.  Many  render 
it  treacherous  by  feaiing  to  trull 
it;  and  a  practice  has  arifen  from 
this  fear,  really  injurious,  though 


apparently  ufeful.  It  is  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  committing  to  writing  every 
thing  which  the  liudent  remarks, 
and  d,efires  to  remember.  No¬ 
thing  is  more  common,  and  no¬ 
thing  more  effectually  frullrates  the 
purpofe  it  means  to  promote  f.  It 
is  better  that  many  things  Ihould 
be  loll,  than  retained  in  the  table 
book,  without  confiding  in  the 
memory.  Like  a  generous  friend, 
the  memory  will  repay  habitual 
confidence  with  fidelity. 

There  are  injudicious  and  illi¬ 
terate  perfons,  who  conlider  the 
cultivation  of  the  memory  as  the 
firll  object  in  education.  They 
think  it  is  to  be  loaded  with  hifto- 
rical  minutiae,  and  with  chrono¬ 
logical  dates.  They  entertain  a 
mean  opinion  of  the  fcholar,  who 
cannot  recite  matters  of  faCt,  how¬ 
ever  trivial,  and  fpecify  the  year 
of  an  event,  however  doubtful  or 
infignificant.  They  expeCt  to  have 
the  chapter  and  verfe  mentioned 
on  every  citation,  and  are  more 
pleafed  with  that  little  accuracy* 
than  with  a  juft  recollection  of  a 
beautiful  paliage,  or  a  ftriking  fen- 
timent.  But  to  labour  to  remem- 


*  The  few  following  rules  have  been  given,  and  they  may  poflibly  be  ufe¬ 
ful.  i.  Si  longior  oratio  mandanda  fuerit  memoriae,  proderit,  tota  prius  fe- 
mel  le&a  et  intelle&a,  per  partes  edifcere.  2.  Juvabit,  iifdem ,  quibus  fcrip- 
feris,  ckartis  edilcere.  3.  Fern  pus  matutinum  longe  commodius  eft  ;  tamen 
perquam  utile  eri t  pridie  < vcfperi ,  priufquam  dormitum  concedas,  femel  et  ite- 
ruin  percurrere  ea,  quce  poitridie  lunt  edifcenda.  4.  Si  quidpiam  difficilius  ad- 
difcitur,  ilii  loco  non  eri t  inutile  aliquod  lignum  vel  notam  apporiere,  cujus  re- 
cordatio  excitet  memoriam.  5.  Praeftat  non  tumultuarie  led  declamando  fta- 
tim  et  cum  gcft  1  edilcere.  6.  Maxima  tamen  fabricandae  et  ferVandoS  libi  me¬ 
moriae  ars  elt  frequens  exercitatio.  See  John  Holmes,  Rhet* 

ft  Ilia,  quae  fcriptis  repofuimus,  velut  cuftodire  definimus,  et  ipfd  fecuiitate 
di mittimus,  Thofe  things  * which  <zue  have  once  committed  to  writing,  <we  ceafe, 
as  it  were,  to  guard,  and  we  lofe  them  by  thinking  them  in  no  danger  of  being 
loft.  Quintilian. 

Mtytr*  eT«  tuna. k>)  TO  MH  TPA<I>EIN,  ln/t/.euSdveiv.  cy  *)  etp  tfiv  net  ypdt>Ura 
p}',  6 ox.  ixin<rth.  T he  furef  method  of  keeping  wh at  we  wijh  to  retain,  is,  not 
to  commit  it  to  writing,  but  10  trujt  it  to  the  memory  j  for  it  is  fcarcely  pojfible 
that  written  memoranda  ftjould  riot  ftp  from  the  mind, 

N  2  •  bar 
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ber  unideal  dates,  and  unintereft- 
ing  tranfaftions,  mut  ever  be  an 
irkfome  ft uciy  to  a  lively  genius ; 
and  he  who  ftiall  train  young  per- 
fons  in  this  laborious  track,  will 
give  them  a  d  Tguft  for  literature. 
It  is  to  feed  them  with  the  hulks 
cf  learnings  which,  as  they  are 
both  dry  and  hard,  afford  neither 
pleafure  nor  noun  foment.  Let 
the  reading  be  pleafant  and  flrik- 
ing,  and  the  memory  will  grafp 
and  retain  all  that  is  fufficient  for 
the  purpofes  of  valuable  improve¬ 
ment. 

There  is  one  csrcumftance  which 
has  had  an  unfavourable  influence 
on  afpiring  at  the  excellence  of  a 
retentive  memory.  A n  idea  has 
prevailed,  that  memory  and  ge¬ 
nius  are  feldom  united.  To  be 
poffefled  of  memory  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree,  has  led  home  to  conclude, 
that  genius  was  deficient  ;  and  all 
pretenfions  to  memory  have  been 
readily  facrlficed  for  the  credit  of 
po  fie  fling  genius.  Pope’s  famous 
lines,  in  which  he  fays,  that  the 
beams  of  a  warm  imagination  dif- 
folve  the  imprefiions  on  the  me¬ 
mory,  feem  to  have  induced  thofe 
who  wifhed  to  be  thought  to  poflefs 
a  fine  imagination,  to  neglcdfi  their 
memory,  in  order  to  poflefs  one 
fymptom  of  a  fine  imagination. 
But  I  believe  the  remark  of  the 
in  con  flUency  of  great  genius  and 
great  memory,  is  not  univerfaily 
true.  There  are  inflances,  among 
the  living,  as  well  as  the  dead, 
which  prove  fomething  againft  its 


univerfality.  It  is,  however,  often 
true. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  nature 
has  made  a  difference  in  difpenfing 
the  power  of  retaining  ideas.  If 
we  may  believe  fome  accounts,  lhe 
has  fornetimes  formed  prodigies  in 
this  fpecies  of  excellence.  Muret 
relates,  that  he  recited  words  to 
the  number  of  thirty-fix  thoufand, 
fome  of  them  without  meaning, 
to  a  young  man,  who  repeated 
them  all  immediately,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end,  and  from 
the  end  to  the  beginning,  in  the 
fame  order,  without  a  moment’s 
hefitation,  or  a  Angle  mifiake. 
Miraculous,  and  even  incredible, 
as  this  may  appear,  Muret  tells 
us,  there  were  innumerable  wit- 
nefles  to  the  truth  of  the  fa£t,  and 
mentions  many  names  of  refpeCl- 
able  perfons,  who  were  prefent 
at  the  repetition.  Many  other  in¬ 
flances  might  be  feledled  from  au¬ 
thors  of  allowed  veracity  ;  but 
they  are  fo  different  from  that 
which  falls  within  the  experience 
of  mankind  in  general,  as  fcarce- 
ly  to  gain  credit.  If  they  are  true, 
they  afford  encouraging  motives 
for  the  cultivation  of  a  faculty, 
which  has  fornetimes  been  ad¬ 
vanced  to  fo  high  a  degree  of  per¬ 
fection  *. 

In  giving  great  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  memory,  there 
is  danger  left  it  fhould  be  over¬ 
laden  with  minute  objects;  a  cir¬ 
ca  m  lb  a  n  c  e  highly  injurious,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  courfe  of  education. 


#  Quintilian,  after  mentioning  fome  extraordinary  inflances  of  memory,  con- 
«ludes  with  this  judicious  remark:  Dicebantur  etiam  effe  nunc  qui  facerent,  fed 
mihi  nunquam  ut  ipfe  intereflem  contigit;  habenda  tamen  fides  eft  vel  in  hoc, 
■yt,  qui  crediderit,  et  fperet.  It  is  faui  there  are  fojne  'who  can  do  fo  nonsj  ;  but  1 
never  have  happened  to  meet  'with  them  5  one  'would,  however ,  believe  it,  if  it 
nvere  only  for  this  reef  on ,  that  he  'ivho  believes  that  fuch  things  have  been ,  ?nay 
hope  that  they  may  be  again, 

F* 
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Let  it  therefore  be  confidered, 
that  a  good  memory *  *,  according 
to  a  fimilitude  of  Erafmus,  refem- 
bles  a  net  fo  made  as  to  confine  all 
the  great  fifh,  but  to  let  the  little 
ones  efcape. 


On  the  literary  Education  of  Women. 

From  the  fame. 

*  S  AKERE  are  many  prejudices 
entertained  againft  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  a  learned  lady  ;  and  per¬ 
haps  if  all  ladies  were  profoundly 
learned,  fome  inconveniencies 
might  arife  from  it;  but  I  muft 
own  it  does  not  appear  to  me, 
that  a  woman  will  be  rendered 
lefs  acceptable  in  the  world,  or 
worfe  qualified  to  perform  any 
part  of  her  duty  in  it,  by  having 
employed  the  time  from  fix  to 
fixteen,  in  the  cultivation  of  her 
mind.  Time  enough  will  remain, 
after  a  few  hours  every  day  fpent 
in  reading,  for  the  improvement 
of  the  perfon,  and  the  acquifition 
of  the  ufual  accomplifhments. 
With  refpedt  to  thefe  accomplifh- 
ments,  I  will  not  prefume  to  direct 
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the  method  of  purfuing  them.  I 
will  not  fo  far  intrude  on  a  pro¬ 
vince,  which  by  no  means  belongs 
to  me.  The  ladies  themfelves, 
and  their  inftrucftcrs,  want  no  di¬ 
rections  in  matters  of  external  or¬ 
nament,  the  end  of  which  is  to 
pleafe  on  intuition.  However  ar¬ 
rogant  the  mem  have  been  in  their 
claims  of  fuperiority,  they  have 
ufually  allowed  the  ladies  the  pof- 
fellion  of  a  delicate  tafte  in  the 
improvement  and  perception  of  all 
♦kinds  of  beauty. 

The  literary  education  of  women 
ought  indifputably  to  be  varied 
according  to  their  fortunes,  and 
their  expectations.  Much  refine¬ 
ment,  and  a  tafte  for  books,  will 
injure  her,  whofe  time,  from  pru¬ 
dential  motives,  muft  be  entirely 
engrofted  by  ceconomy.  Few  wo¬ 
men  are  indeed  exempted  from  all 
attention  to  domeftic  care.  But 
yet  the  unmarried,  and  thofe  who 
enjoy  opulence,  find  many  inter¬ 
vals  which  they  often  devote  to 
fome  fpecies  of  reading.  And 
there  is  no  doubt,  but  that  the 
reading  would  be  felefted  with 
more  judgment,  and*would  afford 
more  pleafure  and  advantage,  if 


*  Some  perfons  feem  to  think,  that  a  good  memory  confifts  in  retaining 
dates  and  minute  particulars ;  but  I  believe,  that  though  a  reader  remembers 
but  few  dates,  and  few  minute  particulars,  lie  may  yet  retain  all  the  neceflary 
general  ideas  and  valuable  conclufions.  He  will  fee  a  wide  and  beautiful  ar¬ 
rangement  of  important  objects  ;  while  another,  who  ftoops  to  pick  up  and 
preferve  every  trifle,  will  have  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground.  It  is  not  enough 
that  the  mind  can  re-produce  juft  what  it  has  received  from  reading,  and  no 
more  ;  it  muft  re -produce  it  digefted,  altered,  improved,  and  refined.  Read¬ 
ing,  like  food,  nmft  fhew  its  effects  in  promoting  growth  ;  fince,  according 
to  a  ftriking  remark  of  Epi<ftefus,  Tat  crptCaTct,  iu  X°PT0V  fspovrst,  <roic 
Trot/J.io'iv  i 7riJ eiKVuei,  TI020N  ”E<I>ArEN'  elxXd,  T«jr  vo/u»v  ’'E20.  riEYANTA, 
C'£PIA  t'£a>  pet  K)  TAAA.  Sheep  do  not  fow  the  fhepherd  how  much  they  have 
eaten ,  by  producing  the  grafs  itfelf ;  but  after  they  have  inwardly  digefed  the 
fajhire ,  they  produce  outwardly  wool  and  milk. 

N  3  (lie 
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the  tafte  were  formed  by  early 
culture  *. 

I  will  then  venture  to  recom¬ 
mend,  that  ladies  of  this  defcrip- 
tion  fhould  have  a  elaflical  edu¬ 
cation.  But  let  not  the  reader  be 
alarmed.  I  mean  not  to  advife, 
that  they  fhould  be  initiated,  with¬ 
out  exception,  in  Greek  and  Latin  ; 
but  that  they  fhould  be  well  and 
£arly  acquainted  with  the  French 
and  the  Englilh  dailies. 

As  fbon  as  they  can  read  with 
fluency,  let  them  begin  to  learn 
Lowth’s  Grammar,  and  to  read 
at  the  fame  time  fome  very  eafy 
and  elegant  author,  with  a  view  to 
.exemplify  the  rules.  They  fhould 
learn  a  part  in  grammar  every 
morning,  and  then  proceed  to  read 
a  leifon  ;  juft  in  the  manner  ob- 
ferved  in  claffical  fchools  in  learn¬ 
ing  Latin.  After  a  year  fpent  in 
this  method,  if  the  fuccefs  is  ader 
quate  to  the  time,  they  fhould  ad¬ 
vance  to  French,  and  ftudy  that 
language  exactly  in  the  fame  mode. 
In  the  French  grammar,  it  will 
not  be  neceftary  to  go  through 
thofe  particulars  which  are  com¬ 
mon  to  the  grammars  of  all  lan¬ 
guages,  and  which  have  been 
learned  in  ftadying  Englifh. 

Several  years  fhould  be  fpent  in 
this  elementary  procefs ;  and  when 
the  fcholar  is  perfectly  acquainted 
with  orthography  and  grammar, 
fhe  may  then  proceed  to  the  cul¬ 


tivation  of  tafle.  Milton,  AddL 
fdn,  and  Pope,  mult  be  the  hand¬ 
ing  models  in  Englifh  ;  Bolleau, 
Fontenelle  f,  and  Vertot,  in 
French  ;  and  I  wifh  thefe  to  be 
attended  to  folely  for  a  confider- 
able  time.  Many  inconveniences 
arife  from  engaging  young  minds 
in  the  perufal  of  too  many  books. 
After  thefe  authojs  have  been  read 
over  with  attention,  and  with  a 
critical  obfervation  of  their  beau¬ 
ties,  the  fcholar  may  be  permitted 
to  felebt  any  of  the  approved  wrL 
ters  of  France  and  England,  for 
her  own  improvement.  She  will 
be  able  to  feledl  with  fome  judg-^ 
rnent,  and  will  have  laid  a  founda^ 
tion  which  will  bear  a  good  fuper- 
ftruciure.  Her  mind,  if  (he  has 
been  (uccefsful  in  this  courfe,  will 
have  imbibed  an  elegance  which 
will  naturally  difFufe  itfelf  over  her 
converfation,  addrefs,  and  beha¬ 
viour.  It  is  well  known,  that 
internal  beauty  contributes  much 
to  perfedt  external  grace.  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  will  alfo  be  favourable  to 
virtue,  and  will  operate  greatly 
in  reftraining  from  any  condiuft 
grofsly  indelicate,  and  obviouily 
improper.  Much  of  the  profligacy 
of  female  manners  has  proceeded 
from  a  levity  occasioned  by  a  want 
of  a  proper  education.  She  who 
has  no  tafte  for  well  written  books, 
will  often  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  fpend 
her  time  |  ;  and  the  confequences 


*'  <s  The  gill  is  altogether  kept  from  exercifes  of  good  learning  and  know¬ 
ledge  of  good  letters,  or  elfe  file  is  fo  noufeled  in  amorous  bookes,  vaine 
ftories,  and  fonde  trifling  fancies,  & c.”  E.  Hake’s  Touchftone  for  the  time 
prefect.  See  the  pafiage  quoted  in  the  ingenious  Mr.  T.  Warton’s  Hiftory  of 
Englifh  Poetry. 

t  j  hough  Foptenelle  is  accufed  by  the  critics  of  deviating  a  little  from  the 
plaffical  ftandard,  lie  is  yet  a  very  plealing  writer. 

J  How  happy  is  it  to  know  HOW  to  live  with  onefelf,  to  And  onefelf 
again  with  pleafure,  to  leave  oneielf  with  regret !  The  world  then  is  lefs  ne- 
pclTafy  to  ope.  (Marchioness  de  Lambert. 
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of  fuch  a  Rate  are  too  frequent  not 
to  be  known,  and  too  fatal  not  to 
b*  avoided. 

Whenever  a  young  lady  in  eafy 
circumitances  appears  to  poffefs  a 
genius,  and  an  inclination  for 
learned  purfuits,  I  will  venture  to 
lay,  (he  ought,  if  her  lituation  and 
connections  permit,  to  be  early 
inftrudted  in  the  elements  of  Latin 
and  Greek.  Her  mind  is  certainly 
as  capable  of  improvement,  as 
that  of  the  other  fex.  The  in- 

1 

Itances  which  might  be  brought  to 
prove  this,  are  all  too  well  known 
to  admit  of  citarion.  And  the 
method  to  be  purfued  muft  be  ex¬ 
actly  the  fame  as  that  which  is 
ufed  in  the  private  tuition  of  boys, 
when  judicioufly  conducted. 

And  here  I  cannot  refrain  from 
adding,  that  though  1  difapprove, 
for  the  moll  part,  of  private  tuition 
for  boys,  yet  I  very  ferioufly  re¬ 
commend  it  to  girls,  with  little 
exception.  All  fenfibie  people 
agree  in  thinking,  that  large  fe- 
minaries  of  young  ladies,  though 
managed  with  all  the  vigilance 

o  o 

and  caution  which  human  abilities 
can  exert,  are  in  danger  of  great 
corruption.  Vanity  and  vice  will 
be  introduced  by  fome  among  a 


large  number,  and  the  contagion 
foon  fpreads  with  irrefiftible  vio¬ 
lence.  Who  can  be  fo  proper  an 
inflruftor  and  puardian,  as  a  ten- 
der  and  a  fenfibie  mother?  Where 
can  virgin  innocence  and  delicacy 
be  better  proteCled,  than  under  a 
parent’s  roof,  and  in  a  father’s 
and  a  brother’s  bofom  ?  Certainly 
no  whe.e,  provided  that  the  pa¬ 
rents  are  fenlible  and  virtuous,  and 
that  the  houfe  is  free  from  im¬ 
proper  or  dangerous  conneCUons. 
But  where  the  parents  are  much 
engaged  in  pleafure,  or  in  bufi- 
nefs  ;  where  they  are  ignorant  or 
vicious  ;  where  a  family  is  expofed 
to  the  vifits  or  conllant  company 
of  libertine  young  perfons ;  there 
it  is  certainly  expedient  to  place  a 
daughter  under  the  care  of  fome 
of  thofe  judicious  matrons,  who 
preiide  over  the  fchoois  in  or  near 
the  metropolis.  But  I  believe  it 
often  happens,  that  young  ladies 
are  lent  from  their  parent’s  eye, 
to  theje  feminaries,  principally 
with  a  view  to  form  connexions, 
I  leave  it  to  the  heart  of  a  feeling 
father  to  determine,  whether  it  is 
not  cruel  *  to  endanger  the  morals 
of  his  offspring  for  the  fake  of 
intereft  f . 

Reflexions 


*  It  muft  be  remembered,  that  only  thofe  parents  can  incur  this  cenfure, 
who  beep  their  daughters  at  j'shool  after  a  CERTAIN  ACE; 

-f-  One  of  the  firongeft  arguments  in  favour  of  the  literary  education  of 
women,  is,  that  it  enables  them  to  fuperintend  the  domeftic  education  of  their 
children  in  the  earlier  periods,  efpeciaily  of  daughters.  We  are  tpld,  in  the 
very  elegant  dialogue  on  the  caufes  of  the  decline  of  eloquence,  that  it  was  the 
glory  of  the  antient  Roman  matrons,  to  devote  theinfelyes  to  ceconomy,  and 
the  care  of  their  children's  education.  Jainprimum  filing  ex  cafta  parente 
r.atus,  non  in  cellci  empta  nutrias  educabatur,  fed  in  gremio  ac  linu  matris, 
cujus  praecipua  laus  erat,  tueri  domum  et  inlervire  liheris.  .  .  .  Sic  Corneliam 
Gracehorum,  fie  Aureliam  Julii  Ccelaris,  fic  Attiam  Augufti  matrem,  prae- 
fuifl'e  educationibus  liberorum  accepimus.  As  foon  as  a  Jon  <ivas  born  of  a  ebafle 
parent,  he  •was  not  brought  up  in  the  cottage  of  Jovie  hireling  nurfe ,  but  in  the 
lap  and  the  boj'om  of  his  mother ,  sivhofe  principal  merit  it  <veas  to  take  care 
of  the  houfe ,  and  to  devote  berfelf  to  the  fer vice  of  the  children.  .  .  .  Thus  are 
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Jl  fie  Cions  on  the  Dijirejfes  of  the  Poor. 

/“g— ^  pj  £  faft  which  is  here  re- 
Jt  lated,  and  the  refleftions  to 
which  it  gave  rife,  are  too  interefl- 
5ng  to  require  any  excufe  far  their 
being  taken  from  one  of  the  moft 
chafte  and  i n fir u dive  rnifceilanies 
of  the  ao;e  #. 

o 


ERE  there  no  mifery  or  diErefs 
in  the  world,  there  would  he 


few  occafions  for  exercifing  that  be¬ 
nevolence,  which  excites  gratitude 
and  thankfulnefs  on  one  hand,  and 
the  tender  emotions  of  fympathy 
and  humanity  on  the  other.  Con- 
fcious  as  we  are,  that  no  one  is 
exempt  from  the  painful  viciffi- 
tudes.  of  life,  and  that  the  biejTed 
to-day  may  to-morrow  experience 
a  bitter  reverfe  ;  the  child  of  woe 
is  always  an  ebjed  of  commifera- 
tion,  and  fhould  excite  in  our 
hearts  that  kind  of  compafiion, 
and  obtain  that  aid  from  us,  which 
we  fhould  look  for,  were  fuch 
afHi&ions  fuffered  to  overtake  us. 

Various  are  the  occafions  to 


excite  the  fympathetic  feeling?  of 
the  human  heart,  for  diflrefs  ap¬ 
pears  in  a  thoufand  fhapes  ;  but 
perhaps  there  are  none  more  de- 
ferving  of  our  attention,  than  ab- 
je£l  poverty,  particularly  at  this 
time,  when  the  inclemency  of  the 
feafon  requires  additional  ex¬ 
pen  ces,  and  when  families,  who 
have  been  fupported  by  induftry 
and  labour,  are  many  of  them 
robbed  of  this  fupport  by  the  exi¬ 
gences  of  war,  and  compelled  to 
depend  upon  the  fcanty  and  pre¬ 
carious  afliftance  of  the  parifh. 
Many  who  ate  permitted  to  con¬ 
tinue  with  their  families  are 
obliged  to  labour  in  ail  the  fevere 
changes  of  weather,  and  are  con- 
fequently  more  liable  to  violent 
difeafes  and  aggravated  want, 
Their  families  are  often  numerous, 
their  habitations  clofe  and  con¬ 
fined,  and,  when  a  fever  or  any 
infectious  difeafe  is  once  intro¬ 
duced,  it  extends  its  malignity, 
and  augments  defolation  and  mi¬ 
fery  :  for  the  arm  of  the  father,- 


m;e  told ,  Cornelia ,  the  mother  of  the  Gracchi,  thus  Aurelia ,  of  Julius  Crfar, 
thus  Attia,  of  Augufius ,  prefded  o-ver  the  education  of  their  children.  And  with 
refpeei  to  its  not  being  the  culiom  to  teach  ladies  Latin,  we  may  fay  in  the 
words  of  the  learned  Matron  in  Erafmus,  Qmd  mihi-  citas  vulgum,  pefTimura 
rei  get  endse  au6torem  ?  Quid  mihi  confuetudmem,  omnium  malarum  rerum 
raagiftram  ?  Optimis  afluefcendurn  :  ita  fiet  folitum,  quod  erat  infolitum  5  et 
iuave.bet,  quod  erat  infuave  5  fiet  decorum,  quod  videbatur  indecorum.  Why 
do  you  tell  me  of  the  generality  of  people ,  the  uery  nr  or  ft  pattern  of  conduct  2 
Why  do  you  talk  to  me  of  the  cuftom ,  the  teacher  of  all  that  is  bad  F  Let  us 
accuftapi  Giirf clues  to  that  nvbicb  use  know  is  beft.  So,  that  will  become  ufual 
which  usds  unufual  5  and  that  will  become  agreeable  which  uuas  dif agreeable , 
and  that  fqjhicnable  which  appeared  unfafhionable. 

rle  of  whom  antiquity  boalts  itfelf  as  of  the  wifeft  of  mortals,  was  inflrudted 
in  many  elegant  and  profound  iubjefts  of  learning  by  a  lady. 

A  JTrtxaict  fxiv  woi  «  tov  Sceapctuous  thi<f'd<rnci\oe  aav  p»<ropiK^v  Koyaiv.  Afpafia3 
the  learned  lady ,  nvas  the  preceptrefs  oj  Socrates  m  rhetoric.  Athenjeus. 

TiXa.'vm  rov  7rap  dvrc yc  <py\cri  t d  7roxtTud.  Plato  fays  that 

Socrates  learned  politics  cj  her.  Harpocration 

See  tome  excellent  remarks  on  the  fubjeCl  of  giving  daughters  a  learned  edu^s 
in  Eraf,  Ep ill,  to  Budaeus,  cited  in  Jortin’s  Eraf,  vol,  ii*  p,  366, 

*  Gentleman’s  Magazine, 
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upon  which  a  family  of  helplefs 
children  naturally  depend  for  fup- 
port,  is  thus  equally  proftrate 
with  the  babe  at  the  breaft.  Sick- 
nefs  ur.der  every  exterior  comfort 
excites  our  folicitude  and  concern  ; 
but  what  a  pi&ure  of  human  woe 
is  exhibited,  when  want,  penury, 
and  pain,  conftitute  the  pillow! 

The  benevolence  of  this  nation 
is  great  beyond  comparifon  ;  and, 
when  real  diftrefs  is  known,  fome 
tender  bofom  overflows  with  com¬ 
fort  and  fuccour  ;  but  the  chief 
examples  of  mifery  are  unknown 
and  unrelieved  ;  many  there  are 
too  diffident  to  apply  for  aid,  or 
ignorant  how  to  do  it;  fome  of 
thefe  pine  away  in  folitary  want, 
till  death  clofes  their  fufferings  ; 
numbers,  however,  rather  than 
filently  fuffer  their  hufbands,  their 
wives,  and  their  children,  utterly 
to  perifh,  fupplicate  our  aid  in 
the  public  ftreets  and  private  ave¬ 
nues  ;  but,  unfortunately  for 
them,  the  prevalent  opinion,  that 
there  is  fomewhere  abundant  pro- 
vifion  for  the  poor,  and  that  idle- 
nefs,  not  neceffity,  prompts  their 
petitions,  induces  many  to  refufe 
that  pittance,  which  would  prove 
no  lofs  to  themfelves,  and  in  fome 
inftances  might  fave  a  life. 

In  fome  difeafes  the  attack  is 
violent,  and  the  progrefs  rapid  ; 
and  before  the  Settlement  of  a 
poor  helplefs  objeft  can  be  afcer- 
tained,  death  decides  the  con- 
troverfy. 

I  know  that  many  undeferving 
objedls  intrude  upon  the  benevo¬ 
lent,  to  the  injury  of  real  diftrefs; 
but,  rather  than  thofe  lhould 
fuffer  all  the  pangs  of  mifery  un¬ 
pitied  and  unaided,  fome  enquiry 
might  be  made,  and  their  cafe 

o 

afeertained :  were  this  tried,  it 


would  frequently  bring,  us  ac¬ 
quainted  w'ith  fituations  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  mifery  which  cannot 
be  deferibed :  acquaintance  with 
fuch  feenes  of  human  woe  would 
equally  excite  thankfulnefs  for 
ourfelves,  and  compaffion  for  our 
fellow-creatures,  who  are  vifited 
wdth  fufferings  and  pangs  from 
which  we  have  hitherto  been  pro¬ 
videntially,  if  not  undefervedly, 
preferved. 

Thefe  fentiments  were  the  re- 
fult  of  a  morning  walk  in  the  me- 

#  #  O 

tropolis,  which  introduced  the 
writer  into  fome  fituations  of  real 
life,  the  relation  of  which,  he 
trufts,  will  not  be  unacceptable 
to  thofe  benevolent  minds,  who 
think. 

To  pity  human  woe 
Is  what  the  happy  to  the  unhappy  owe. 

A  Morning  Walk  in  the  Metropolis . 

“  About  the  beginning  of  De¬ 
cember,  on  going  out  of  my  houfe- 
door,  I  was  accofted  by  a  tall  thin, 
man,  whofe  countenance  exhibited 
fuch  a  pibture  of  diftrefs  and  po¬ 
verty  as  fixed  my  attention,  and 
induced  me  to  enquire  into  his 
fituation.  He  informed  me  that 
he  was  a  day-labourer,  juft  reco¬ 
vering  from  ficknefs,  and  that  fee¬ 
ble  as  he  then  was,  in  order  to 
procure  fuftenance  fora  fick  family 
at  home,  he  was  compelled  to  feek 
for  work,  and  to  exert  himfelf 
much  beyond  his  ftrength  ;  and  he 
added,  that  he  lived  in  a  court 
called  Little  Greenwich,  in  Al- 
derfgate-ftreet.  This  poor  objeffc 
feemed  to  feel  diftrefs  too  deeply  to 
be  an  impoftor  :  and  1  could  not 
avoid  bellowing  fome  means  of 
obviating  his  prefent  want,  for 
which  lie  retired  bowing,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes ;  but  when  he* 

got 
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got  out  of  light,  his  image  was 
prefent  with  me,:  I  was  then  forry 
that  my  generolity  had  not  been 
equal  to  my  fenfibility,  and  this 
induced  me  to  attempt  finding  out 
his  family.  He  had  mentioned 
that  his  name  was  Foy,  and  by  the 
information  he  gave  me,  I  difco- 
vered  his  miferable  habitation  : 
with  difficulty  I  found  my  way  up 
a  dark  pafTage  and  flair-cafe  to  a 
little  chamber  furnifhed  with  one 
bedftead  ;  an  old  box  was  the  only 
article  that  anfwered  the  purpofe 
of  a  chair,  the  furniture  of  the 
bed  confided  of  a  piece  of  old 
ticken,  and  a  worn-out  blanket, 
which  conflituted  the  only  couch, 
except  the  floor,  whereon  this 
affiifted  family  could  recline  their 
heads  to  reft :  and  what  a  fcene 
did  they  prefent  1  Near  the  centre 
of  the  bed  lay  the  mother  with 
half  a  fhift,  and  covered  as  high  as 
the  middle  with  the  blanket.  She 
was  incapable  of  telling  her  com¬ 
plaints— The  fpittle,  for  want  of 
feme  fluid  to  moiilen  her  mouth, 
had  dried  upon  her  lips,  which 
were  black,  as  were  likewife  the 
gums,  the  concomitants  of  a  pu¬ 
trid  fever,  the  diforder  under  which 
lire  laboured.  At  another  end  of 
the  blanket  was  extended  a  girl 
about  five  years  old  ;  it  had  rolled 
from  under  this  covering,  and  was 
totally  naked,  except  its  back,  on 
which  a  bliller  p3after  was  tied  by 
a  piece  of  packthread  crofTed  over 
its  bread  ;  and,  though  labouring 
under  this  dreadful  fever,  the  poor 
creature  was  afleep.  On  one  fide 
of  its  mother  lay  a  naked  boy, 
about  two  years  old  ;  this  little 
innocent  was  likewife  deeping. 
On  the  other  fide  of  the  mother, 
on  the  door,  or  rather  on  an  old 
box,  lay  a  girl  .about  twelve  years 


old  ;  die  was  in  part  covered  with 
her  gown  and  petticoat,  but  fhe 
had  no  fhift.  The  fever  had  not 
bereaved  her  of  her  fenfes :  fhe 
was  perpetually  moaning  out,  (C  I 
fhali  die  of  third,  pray  give  me 
fome  water  to  drink.”  Near  her 
flood  another  girl,  about  four  years 
old,  bare-footed :  her  whole  co¬ 
vering  was  a  loofe  niece  of  petti¬ 
coat  thrown  over  her  fhoulders ; 
and  to  this  infant  it  was  that  her 
filler  was  erving  for  water. 

I  now  experienced  how  greatly 
the  fight  of  real  mifery  exceeds 
the  defeription  of  it.  What  a  con- 
trad  did  this  fcene  exhibit  to  the 
plenty  and  elegance  which  reigned 
within  the  extent  of  a  few  yards 
only — for  this  miferable  receptacle 
was  oppofite  to  the  dately  edifice 
of  an  honourable  alderman,  and 
dill  nearer  were  many  fpacious 
houfes  and  fhops. 

I  have  obferved,  that  the  daugh¬ 
ter  who  was  flretched  on  the  door, 
was  dill  able  to  fpeak.  She  told 
me  that  fomething  was  the  matter 
with  her  mother’s  fide,  and  afked 
me  to  look  at  it.  1  turned  up  an 
edge  of  the  blanket,  and  found 
that  a  very  large  mortification  had 
taken  place,  extending  from  the 
middle  of  her  body  to  the  middle 
of  the  thigh,  and  of  a  hand’s 
breadth  ;  the  length  was  upwards 
of  half  a  yard,  and  to  dop  its 
pro  grefs  nothing  had  been  applied. 
It  was  a  painful  fight  to  behold  ; 
and  many  not  lefs  painful  exid  in 
this  metropolis.  I  procured  me¬ 
dical  affidance  immediately,  and 
for  a  trifling  gratuity  got  a  neigh¬ 
bour  to  nurfe  the  family.  The 
church-warden,  to  whom  I  made 
application,  heard  their  hidory 
with  concern,  and  added  his  hu¬ 
mane  aid4  to  rescue  from  death  a 

poor 
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poor  and  almoft  expiring  family. 
I  have,  however,  the  pleafure  to 
conclude  this  relation  of  their  un¬ 
speakable  diltrefs,  by  communi¬ 
cating  their  total  deliverance  from 
it,  which,  I  think,  may  be  juftly 
attributed  to  the  timely  afliftance 
adminillered. 

London ,  'Jan.  6,  1780. 

J.  C.  Lettsom.” 


Defcription  of  Pcmpey’/  Pillar,  in 
the  Neighbourhood  of  Alexandria, 
in  Egypt,  and  a?i  Anecdote  of  feme 
Englifh  Sea  Oficers  there.  From 
Irwin’/  Voyage  up  the  Red  Sea. 

IN  the  afternoon  a  large  party 
of  us  Tallied  out  to  take  a  view 
of  jpompey’s  Pillar,  the  theme  of 
the  prefent  age,  and  the  admiration 
of  paft  times  !  Belides  my  compa¬ 
nions  and  myfelf,  we  were  joined 
by  the  two  Englifh  commanders  of 
the  (hips  in  theharbour,  and  Man- 
lie  ur  Meillon,  and  fome  young 
gentlemen  of  the  French  factory. 
We  mounted  the  firft  affes  that 
prefented  themfelves  for  hire,  and, 
attended  by  our  Janizary,  took  the 
courfe  we  purfued  yefterday.  We 
left  the  convent  on  our  right,  and 
prefently  came  among  broken 
arches  and  long  pavements,  which 
are  the  remains  of  an  aqueduSl. 
Several  towers  reared  up  their  dif- 
mantled  heads  on  each  fide  of  us, 
whofe  appearance  pronounces  them 
to  have  been  pods  of  great  im¬ 
portance  and  ftrength.  A  number 
of  {lately  pillars  next  engaged  our 
attention.  They  are  placed  in 
two  parallel  lines,  and  feem  to 
have  formerly  fupported  fome 
magnificent  portico.  The  pillars 
are  of  granite f  or  Thebaic  marble, 


and  about  thirty  feet  high,  of  a 
fingte  itone  ;  and  we  counted  no 
lefs  than  thirty  of  them  ftill  {land¬ 
ing.  But  however  choice  thefe 
columns  might  be  in  any  other 
place,  they  were  but  foils  to  the 
pillar  which  now  appeared  before 
us.  We  had  been  buried  amid 
the  ruins  and  the  hills  of  fand, 
which  the  winds  have  thrown  up, 
when,  leaving  the  city  by  the  gate 
of  Rofeto,  we  came  unexpectedly 
upon  the  Pillar.  It  is  irnpollible 
to  tell  which  is  mofl  worthy  of  ad¬ 
miration,  the  height,  the  work- 
manfhip,  or  the  condition  of  this 
pillar.  By  the  befl  accounts  we 
can  obtain,  it  is  an  hundred  and 
ten  feet  high.  The  fhaft,  which  is 
of  a  tingle  {tone  of  granite,  is 
ninety  feet,  and  the  pedelial  is 
twenty  feet  more.  It  is  of  the 
Corinthian  order,  which  gives  a 
beautiful  dignity  to  its  firnplicity, 
rarely  to  be  met  with  in  modem 
architecture.  It  has  fuffered  little 
or  no  injury  from  time.  The  po¬ 
lish  upon  the  fhaft  has  wonderfully 
withflood  the  buffeting  of  the  tern- 
pelt  ;  and  it  provnifes  to  hand  down 
a  patriot  name  to  the  late  pofterity 
of  the  ignorant  native,  who  has  no 
other  trace  of  the  fame  of  Pcmpey! 
The  pedeflal  has  been  fomewhat 
damaged  by  the  inftrumenrs  of 
travellers,  who  are  curious  to  pof- 
fefs  a  relic  of  this  antiquity;  and 
one  of  the  volutes  of  the  column 
was  immaturely  brought  down 
about  four  years  ago,  by  a  prank 
of  fome  Englifh  Captains,  which 
is  too  ludicrous  to  pafs  over. 

Thefe  jolly  fons  of  Neptune  had 
been  pufhing  about  the  cann  on 
board  one  of  the  fhips  in  the  har¬ 
bour,  until  a  itrange  freak  entered 
into  one  of  their  brains.  The 
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eccentricity  of  the  thought  occa- 
fxoned  it  immediately  to  be  adopt¬ 
ed  ;  and  its  apparent  impoffibility 
was  but  a  fpur  for  putting  it  into 
execution.  The  boat  was  ordered, 
and  with  proper  implements  for 
the  attempt,  thefe  enterprizing 
heroes  pufhed  afhore,  to  drink  a 
bowl  of  punch  on  the  top  of  Pom- 
pey’s  Pillar  1  At  the  fpot  they  ar¬ 
rived  ;  and  many  contrivances 
were  propofed  to  accomplifh  the 
desired  point.  But  their  labour 
was  vain  ;  and  they  began  to  de- 
fpair  of  fuccefs,  when  the  genius 
who  ftruck  out  the  frolic,  happily 
fuggefled  the  means  of  performing 
it.  A  man  was  difpatched  to  the 
city  for  a  paper  kite.  The  inha¬ 
bitants  were  by  this  time  apprized 
oi  what  was  going  forward,  and 
Socked  in  crouds  to  be  witneifes  of 
the  addrefs  and,  boldnefs  of  the 
Englifh.  The  Governor  of  Alex¬ 
andria  was  told  that  thefe  feamen 
were  about  to  pull  down  Pompey’s 
Pillar.  But  whether  he  gave  them 
credit  for  their  refpedt  to  the  Roman 
warrior,  or  to  the  Turkifn  govern¬ 
ment,  he  left  them  to  themfelves, 
and  politely  anfwered,  that  the 
EngliSi  were  too  great  patriots  to 
injure  the  remains  of  Pompey. 
He  knew  little,  however,  of  the 
difpoStion  of  the  people  who  were 
engaged  in  this  undertaking.  Had 
the  Turkifh  empire  rofe  in  oppo¬ 
sition,  it  would  not,  perhaps,  at 
that  moment  have  deterred  them. 
The  kite  was  brought,  and  flown 
fo  directly  over  the  pillar,  that 
when  it  fell  on  the  ether  fide,  the 
firing  lodged  upon  the  capital. 
The  chief  ohSacle  was  now  over¬ 
come.  A  two-inch  rope  was  tied 
to  one  end  of  the  firing,  and 
drawn  over  the  pillar  by  the  end 
to  which  the  kite  was  affixed.  By 


this  rope  one  of  the  feamen  afeend- 
ed  to  the  top,  and  in  lefs  than  an 
hour  a  kind  of  fhroud  was  con- 
ftru&ed,  by  which  the  whole  com¬ 
pany  went  up,  and  drank,  their 
punch  amid  the  Ihouts  of  the 
afionifhed  multitude.  To  the  eye 
below,  the  capital  of  the  pillar 
does  not  appear  capable  of  holding 
more  than  one  man  upon  it  ;  but 
our  feamen  found  it  could  contain 
no  lefs  than  eight  perfons  very 
conveniently.  It  is  aftonifhing 
that  no  accident  befel  thefe  mad¬ 
caps,  in  a  Stuation  fo  elevated, 
that  would  have  turned  a  landman 
giddy  in  his  fober  fenfes.  The 
only  detriment  which  the  pillar 
received,  was  the  lofs  of  the  volute 
before  -  mentioned  ;  which  came 
down  with  a  thundering  found, 
and  was  carried  to  England  by  one 
of  the  captains,  as  a  prefent  to  a 
lady  who  commilfioned  him  for  a 
piece  of  the  pillar.  The  difeovery 
which  they  made,  amply  com¬ 
pel!  fated  for  this  mifehief ;  as 
without  their  evidence,  the  world 
would  not  have  known  at  this 
hour,  that  there  was  originally  a 
ftatue  on  this  pillar,  one  toot  and 
ancle  ot  which  are  ftiil  remaining. 
The  ftatuewas,  probably,  ofPcm- 
pey  himfelf;  and  mull  have  been 
of  a  gigantic  fize,  to  have  appeared 
of  a  man’s  proportion  at  fo  great 
an  height. 

There  are  circumftances  in  this 
iiory  which  might  give  it  an  air  of 
fidtion,  were  it  not  demonitrated 
beyond  all  doubt.  B elides  the 
teiiiinonies  of  many  eye-witneffes, 
the  adventurers  themfelves  have 
left  us  a  token  of  the  fadfc,  by  the 
initials  of  their  names,  which  are 
very  legible  in  black  paint  juft 
beneath  the  capital. 

Exemplary 
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Exemplary  Infcnce  of  Jnfice  in  the 
prefent  King  of  Pruilia. 

C\  N  E  John  Michael  Arnold,  a 
Jr  miller,  had  bought  the  leafe 
of  a  mill,  belonging  to  the  eftate 
of  Count  Schmettau  of  Pommerzig, 
fituated  in  the  New  Marche  of 
Brandenburgh,  near  the  city  of 
Cudrin,  and  known  in  that  pro¬ 
vince  under  the  name  of  the  Pom- 
merziger  Kreb’s  Mill.  This  mill, 
at  the  time  when  Mr.  Arnold 
bought  the  leafe  of  it,  was  plen¬ 
tifully  fupplied  with  water,  by  a 
rivulet  which  empties  itfelf  into 
the  river  Warta,  During  fix  years, 
Mr.  Arnold  had  made  various  im¬ 
provements  in  the  laid  mill,  and, 
by  means  of  his  labour  and  in- 
dudry,  had  been  enabled  to  pay 
his  rent  regularly,  and  to  acquire 
a  fufiiciency  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  family.  At  the  end  of  that 
period,  about  four  years  ago,  the 
proprietor  of  the  faid  mill  refolved 
to  enlarge  -a  fifh-pond  contiguous 
to  his  feat,1  and  caufed  a  canal  to 
be  cut  from  the  faid  rivulet,  -  at  a 
fmall  didance  above  the  mill,  to 
fupply  his  filh-pond  with  water. 
By  thefe  means  the  current  of  the 
dream  was  leffened,  and  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  fo  much  diminifhed, 
that  the  mill  could  no  longer  do 
the  ufual  work. 

The  miller  had  forefeen  the 
event,  and  from  the  beginning 
had  remondrated  againd  the  cut¬ 
ting  of  the  canal.  But  his  re- 
mondrances,  as  well  as  his  foii- 
citations  for  cancelling  the  leafe, 
proving  in  vain,  he  was  at  lad 
forced  to  feek  redrefs  in  a  court  of 
judicature  at  Cuftrin,  to  whofe 
cognizance  the  affair  belonged: 
but  his  lord  being  a  man  of  for¬ 


tune  and  confequence  in  that  pro¬ 
vince,  foon  found  means  to  fruf- 
trate  his  endeavours.  He  con¬ 
tinued  to  enlarge  his  fifh-pond, 
fo  that  the  miller,  in  (lead  of  find¬ 
ing  redrefs,  found  his  water  daily 
decreasing  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
at  lad  he  could  only  work  daring 
two  or  three  weeks  in  fpring,  and 
about  as  many  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  year. 

Under  thefe  circumdances,  the 
miller  could  no  longer  procure  his 
livelihood,  and  pay  his  rent,  and 
confequently  became  indebted  to 
his  lord  for  a  confiderable  fum. 
The  latter,  in  order  to  obtain  his 
rent,  entered  a  fuit  againd  him  in 
the  fame  court  of  law  at  Cudrin, 
which  had  before  refufed  relief  to 
the  miller,  and  foon  obtained  a 
fentence  againd  the  miller’s  effects ; 
which  fentence  being  approved  of 
and  ratified  in  the  High  Court  of 
Appeals  at  Berlin,  was  put  into 
execution.  The  miller’s  leafe, 
utendls,  goods,  and  chattels,  were 
feized,  and  fold,  in  order  to  pay 
the  arrears  of  rent,  and  the  ex- 
pences  of  a  mod  iniquitous  lavv- 
fuit ;  and  thus  poor  Arnold  and 
his  family  were  reduced  to  want 
and  wretched nefs. 

A  glaring  injudice  of  that  kind 
could  not  pafs  unnoticed  by  fome 
friends  to  humanity,  who  well 
knew  the  benevolent  and  equi¬ 
table  intentions  of  their  fovereign. 
They  advifed  and  affifted  the  mil¬ 
ler  to  lay  his  cafe  before  the  king. 
His  majedy,  druck  with  the  fim- 
plicity  of  the  narrative,  'and  the 
injudice  that  had  apparently  been 
committed,  refolved  to  inquire  mi¬ 
nutely  into  this  affair,  and  if  the 
miller’s  affertions  were  founded  in 
truth,  to  punifh,  in  an  exem- 
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plary  manner,  the  authors  and 
promoters  of  fuch  an  unjuft  fen- 
tence. 

The  king  accordingly  made  in¬ 
quiries,  and  the  informations  he 
received  corroborated  the  miller’s 
narrative.  His  majefty  afterwards 
ordered  the  Regifter  of  his  High 
Court  of  Appeals,  as  alfo  ali  tne 
memorials  and  pleadings  of  the 
faid  la  w-fuit,  to  be  laid  before 
him,  which  he  revifed  himfelf, 
afiifted  by  an  eminent  lawyer;  and 
that  nothing  might  be  wanting, 
his  majefty  lent  a  perfon  of  confi¬ 
dence  to  Cuftrin,  with  orders  to 
furvey  the  faid  mill,  the  rivulet, 
and  the  new  canal,  as  alio  to  in¬ 
quire  into  the  miller’s  character, 
his  former  lunation  in  life,  the 
true  caufe  of  his  failure,  and' all 
other  circumftances  attending  this 
affair.  And  after  being  fully  con¬ 
vinced,  as  well  from  the  report  of 
the  faid  commiffioner,  as  alfo  from 
the  papers  laid  before  him,  that 
the  fentence  againft  the  faid  miller 
Arnold  was  an  act  of  the  moft  lin¬ 
gular  injuftice  and  oppreftion,  his 
majefty  immediately  dictated  and 
iigned  his  refolutions  thereupon. 

On  the  next  day  the  king  or¬ 
dered  his  high  chancellor,  baron 
Furft,  as  alfo  Melfrs.  Chrift.  E- 
man.Friedell,  Henry  Lewis  Graun, 
and  John  Lewis  Ranlleben,  the 
three  counfellors  learned  in  law, 
who,,  together  with  the  chancellor, 
had  figned  and  approved  the  faid 
fen  ter,  ce,  into  his  cabinet,  and  on 
their  arrival  his  majefty  put  the 
following  queftions  to  them  : 

Question  I. 

”VFhen  a  lord  takes  from  a  pea¬ 
sant,  who  rents  a  piece  of  ground 
under  him,  his  waggon,  horfe, 
plough,  and  other  utenfils,  by 


which  he  earns  his  living,  and  is 
thereby  prevented  from  paying  his 
rent,  can  a  fentence  of  diftrefs  be 
in  juftice  pronounced  upon  that 
peafant? 

They  all  anfwered  in  the  ne¬ 
gative. 

Question  II. 

Can  a  like  fentence  be  pro¬ 
nounced  upon  a  miller  for  non¬ 
payment  of  rent  for  a  mill,  after 
the  water,  which  ufed  to  turn  his 
mill,  is  wilfully  taken  from  him 
by  the  proprietor  of  the  mill  ? 

They  alfo  anfwered  in  the  ne¬ 
gative. 

“  Then  (faid  the  king)  you 
have  yourfelves  acknowledged  the 
injuftice  you  have  committed. — 
Here  is  the  cafe: — A  nobleman, 
in  order  to  enlarge  his  fifti-pond, 
has  caukd  a  canal  to  be  cut,  to 
receive  more  water  from  a  rivulet 
which  uled  to  turn  a  mill.  By 
thefe  means  the  miller  loft  his 
water,  and  could  not  work  his  mill 
above  a  fortnight  in  fpring,  and 
about  as  many  days  in  autumn  ; — - 
notwithftanding,  it  is  expedled 
that  he  fnall  pay  his  rent  as  before, 
when  his  mill  was  plentifully  fop- 
plied  with  water  ;  but  as  that  was 
out  of  h:s  power,  from  the  im- 
pofTibility  of  purfuing  his  trade, 
the  court  of  juftice  at  Cuftrin  de¬ 
creed,  that  the  miller’s  effedts, 
goods,  and  chattels,  fhould  be 
fold,  to  pay  the  arrears  of  rent  ; 
which  fentence  being  fent  to  the 
High  Court  of  Appeals  here,  is 
confirmed  and  figned  by  you,  and 
has  fmce  been  executed.” 

Here  the  king  ordered  the  fen¬ 
tence,  w i i h  their  refpedtive  figna- 
tures,  to  be  laid  before  them,  and 
afterwards  commanded  his  private 
fecretary  to  read  the  refolutions 

which 
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which  his  majefty  had  diftated  to 
him,  and  figncd  before,  and  which 
are  as  follow  : 

“  The  fentence  decreed  again  ft 
the  miller  Arnold,  of  the  Pomert- 
ziger  Krebs  Mill,  in  the  New 
M  rche  of  Brandenburgh,  being 
an  aft  of  the  mod  fmgular  in- 
juftice,  and  entirely  oppofite  to 
the  paternal  intentions  of  h;s  ma- 
j: ftv,  whofe  defire  it  is  that  im¬ 
partial  juftice  be  fpeedily  admi- 
niftered  to  all  his  iubjefts,  wliether 
rich  or  poor,  without'  any  regard 
to  their  rank  or  perlons  ;  his  ma- 
jeily,  in  order  to  prevent  fimilar 
iniquities  for  the  future,  is  re- 
folved  to  pttnifti,  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  the  authors  of  that  unjuft 
fentence,  and  to  eftabiifh  an  ex¬ 
ample  for  the  future  conduct  of 
judges  and  tnagiftrates  in  his  do¬ 
minions.  For  they  all  are  to  con- 
fider,  that  the  meaneft  peafant, 
nay,  even  the  beggar,  is  a  man,  as 
well  as  the  king,  and  confequently 
equally  entitled  to  impartial  juftice; 
especially  as  in  the  prefence  of 
juftice  all  are  equal,  whether  it  be 
a  prince  who  brings  a  complaint 
againft  a  peafant,  or  a  peafant 
who  prefers  one  againft  a  prince  ; 
in  fimilar  cafes  juftice  fhould  aft 
uniformly,  without  any  retrofpeft 

to  rank  or  perfon. - This  ought 

to  be  an  univerfal  rule  for  the 
conduft  of  judges  ;  and  if  the 
courts  of  law  in  his  majefty’s  domi¬ 
nions  fhould  ever  deviate  from  this 
principle  of  equity,  they  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  being  feverely  punifned. 
For  an  unjuft  magiftrate,  or  a  court 
of  law,  guilty  of  wrong,  and  fub- 
fervient  to  oppreftlon,  are  more 
dangerous  than  a  band  of  robbers, 
againft  whom  any  man  may  be  on 
his  guard  ;  but  bad  men  entrufted 


with  authority,  who  under  the 
cloak  of  juftice  praftife  their  ini¬ 
quities,  are  not  fo  eafily  guarded 
againft;  they  are  the  worft  of  vil¬ 
lains,  and  deferve  double  punilh- 
ment. 

“  The  king,  at  the  fame  time, 
hereby  fignifies  to  all  his  courts  of 
law,  that  he  has  appointed  a  new 
high  chancellor,  and  that  his  ma- 
jeily  will  be  very  exaft  for  the 
future  in  the  examination  of  his, 
and  of  their  proceedings.  They 
are,  moreover,  hereby  ftriftly  com¬ 
manded, 

“  I.  To  bring  all  law-fuiis  to 
the  fpeedieft  conclufion. 

“  II.  Carefully  to  avoid  that 
the  facred  name  of  juftice  may 
never  be  profaned  by  adfs  of  op- 
preffion  and  injuftice  ;  and 

“III.  To  aft  with  the  moft 
abfolute  impartiality  towards  every 
one,  whether  prince  or  peafant, 
without  the  lealt  regard  to  fitua- 
tions  in  life. 

“  And  in  cafe  his  majefty  fhopld 
find  their  proceedings  in  any  ways 
contrary  to  the  above  orders,  they 
may  depend  upon  a  rigorous  pu- 
nifhment  ;  the  prefident,  as  well 
as  the  refpeftive  judges  and  coun- 
fe’lors,  who  ftiall  be  found  guilty 
of,  or  acceftary  to,  any  fentence 
direftly  oppolite  to  the  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  juftice.  Where¬ 
of  all  the  courts  of  law  in  all  his 
majefty’s  dominions  are  to  take 
notice. 

(Signed)  Frederick.”’ 

Berlin ,  Dec.  I  I,  1 779. 

After  the  reading  of  the  above, 
the  king  told  the  high  chancellor 
that  he  had  no  further  occafion  for 
his  fervices,  and  ordered  them  ail 
to  withdraw,  and  the  three  coun- 
feiiors,  Friedel,  Graun,  and  Ran* 

fie  ben  - 
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fteben,  to  be  taken  into  cuftody. 
He  alfo  Tent  immediate  orders  to 
Cuftrin,  for  the  prefident,  judges, 
and  counfeliors,  who  had  decreed 
the  unjuft  fentence  in  the  fir  ft  in- 
flance,  to  be  arrefted  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  nominated  a  com  million, 
under  the  direction  of  Baron  de 
Zedlitz,  minifter  of  ftate,  to  pro* 
ceed  againft  them  all  according 
to  law. 

His  majefiy,  in  confideration  of 
the  faid  injuftice,  has  prefented 
the  miller  Arnold  with  the  fom  of 


fifteen  hundred  rix-dollars^  He 
alfo  ordered,  that  a  fum  equal  to 
that  produced  by  the  fale  of  the 
miller’s  effedts,  be  flopped  and 
paid  to  him  from  the  falaries  due 
to  the  refpediive  judges,  &c.  who 
had  any  (hare  in  that  unjuft  fen¬ 
tence  ;  and  has,  moreover,  con¬ 
demned  the  proprietor  of  the  mill 
to  reimburfe  to  the  miller  all  the 
rent  he  had  received,  from  the 
time  when  he  firft  opened  the 
canal* 
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Ode  for  the  New  Year.  Written  by  William  Whitehead,  Ej p 

Poet  Laureat. 

AND  dares  infulting  France  pretend 
To  grafp  the  Trident  of  the  Main, 

And  hope  the  aftonifh’d  World  fhould  bend 
To  the  mock  pageantry  affum’d  in  vain  ? 

What,  though  her  fleets  the  billows  load. 

What,  though  her  mimic  thunders  roar. 

She  bears  the  enfigns  of  the  God, 

But  not  his  delegated  power.  \ 

Even  from  the  birth  of  Time,  ’twas  Heaven’s  decree. 

The  Queen  of  Ifles  fhould  reign  foie  emprefs  of  the  fea* 

United  Bourbon’s  giant  pride 

Strains  every  nerve,  each  effort  tries. 

With  all  but  J uflice  on  its  fide,  < 

That  Strength  can  give,  or  Perfidy  devife. 

Dread  they  not  Him  who  rules  the  fey, 

Whofe  nod  diredts  the  whirlwind’s  fpeed. 

Who  bears  his  red  right  arm  on  high 
For  vengeance  on  the  perjur’d  head? 

Th’  Almighty  Power,  by  whofe  augufl  decree 
The  Queen  of  Ifles  alone  is  fovereign  of  the  Tea,? 

Vain-glorious  France  !  deluded  Spain! 

Whom  ev’n  experience  w'arns  in  vain. 

Is  there  a  fea,  that  dafhing  pours 

Its  big  w'aves  round  your  trembling  fhores ; 

Is  there  a  Promontory’s  brow 

That  does  not  Britain’s  vaft  atchieveinents  know  ? 

Afe  Bifcay’s  rolling  flood, 

Afe  the  proud  Celtic  deep, 

How  oft  her  navies  rode 
Triumphant  o’er  the  deep  ? 

Afe  Lagos’  fummits  that  beheld  your  fate; 

Afe  C'alpes’ jutting  front,  fair  caufe  of  endlefs  hate. 
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Yet  ’midd  the  louded  blafts  of  Fame, 

When  moft  the  admiring  nations  gaze. 

What  to  herfelf  does  Britain  claim  ? 

— Not  to  herfelf  fire  gives  the  praife. 

But  low  in  dull  her  head  (he  bcvvs. 

And  pro-irate  pays  her  grateful  vows 
To  Him,  the  Almighty  Povv’r,  by  whofe  decree 
She  reigns,  and  dill  (hall  reign,  foie  emprefs  of  the  fea. 

,  >r  I  ' 

■  '  t  <  * 

Ode  for  his  Majefiy’1 '  s  Birth  D  ay .  By  the  fame . 

STILL  o’er  the  deep  does  Britain  reign. 

Her  monarch  dill  the  trident  bears  : 

Vain-glorious  France,  deluded  Spain, 
r  H  ave  found  their  bonded  efforts  vain  ; 

Vain  as  the  fleeting  (hades  when  orient  light  appears. 

As  the  young  eagle  to  the  blaze  of  day 

Un dazzled,  and  undaunted  turns  his  eyes  ; 

So  unappall’d,  where  glory  led  the  way, 

’Midd  dorms  of  war,  ’midd  mingling  feas  and  Ikies* 

The  genuine  offspring  of  the  Brunfwick  name 
P rov’d  his  high  birth’s  hereditary  claim. 

And  the  applauding  nation  hail’d  for  joy 
Their  future  hero  in  the  intrepid  boy. 

Prophetic  as  the  flames  that  fpread 
Round  the  young  lulus’  head. 

Be  that  bleft  tomen  of  fuccefs ;  the  Mufe 
Catches  thence  ecftatic  views. 

Sees  new  laurels  nobly  won. 

As  the  circling  year  rolls  on. 

Sees  that  triumphs  of  its  own 
Each  didinguifh’d  month  (hall  crown 
And,  ere  this  feftive  day  again 
Returns  to  take  the  grateful  ffrain. 

Sees  all  that  hod  of  foes 
Both  to  her  glory  and  repofe. 

Bend  their  proud  necks  beneath  Britannia’s  yoke. 

And  court  that  peace  which  their  injudice  broke* 

Still  o‘er  the  deep  fhall  Britain  reign. 

Her  monarch  dill  the  trident  bear  ; 

The  warring  world  is  leagued  in  vain 
To  conquer  thofe  who  know  not  fear. 

Grafp’J  be  the  fpear  by  ev’ry  hand. 

Let  ev’ry  heart  united  glow  ; 

Collected,  like  the  Theban  band. 

Can  Britain  dread  a  foe  ? 

,  1  Ha 
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No,  o’er  the  deep  (he  dill  fhall  reign. 

Her  monarch  ltill  the  trident  bear  ; 

The  warring  world  is  leagued  in  vain 
To  conquer  thofe  who  know  not  fear. 

< 

From  an  Elegy  on  the  Death  of  Capti,  Cook,  hy  Mifs  Seward* 

YE,  who  ’ere  while  for  Cook’s  illuftrious  brow 

Pluck’d  the  green  laurel*  and  the  oaken  bough* 

Hung  the  gay  garlands  on  the  trophied  oars. 

And  pour’d  his  fame  along  a  thoufand  fhores. 

Strike  the  flow  death-bell ! - weave  the  facred  verfe, 

And  drew  the  cyprefs  o’er  his  honour’d  hearfe ; 

In  fad  procedion  wander  round  the  fhrine. 

And  weep  him  mortal,  whom  ye  fung  divine  ! 

Say  fird,  what  Pow’r  infpir’d  his  dauntlefs  bread 
With  fcorn  of  danger,  and  inglorious  red. 

To  quit  imperial  London’s  gorgeous  plains, 

Where,  rob’d  in  thoufand  tints,  bright  Pleafure  reigns  ; 
In  cups  of  fummer-ice  her  ne&ar  pours. 

And  twines,  ’mid  wintry  fnows,  her  rofeate  bow’rs  ? 

Where  Beauty  moves  with  undulating  grace. 

Calls  the  fvveet  blulh  to  wanton  o’er  her  face. 

On  each  fond  Youth  her  fofc  artillery  tries. 

Aims  her  light  fmile,  and  rolls  her  frolic  eyes  ? 

What  Pow’r  infpir’d  his  dauntlefs  bread  to  brave 
The  fcorch’d  Equator,  and  th’  Antar&ic  wave  ? 

Climes,  where  fierce  funs  with  cloudlefs  ardour  fhine. 

And  pour  the  dazzling  deluge  round  the  Line  ; 

The  realms  of  frod,  where  icy  mountains  rife, 

’Mid  the  pale  fummer  of  the  polar  fkies  ? 

It  was  Humanity! — on  coads  unknown* 

The  fhiv’ring  natives  of  the  frozen  zone, 

And  the  fwart  Indian,  as  he  faintly  drays 
ct  Where  Cancer  reddens  in  the  folar  blaze,” 

She  bade  him  feek;— on  each  inclement  fhore 
Plant  the  rich  feeds  of  her  exhaudlefs  dore  ; 

Unite  the  favage  hearts,  and  hodile  hands. 

In  the  firm  compact  of  her  gentle  bands; 

Screw  her  foft  comforts  o’er  the  barren  plain. 

Sing  her  fvveet  lays,  and  confecrate  her  fane. 

It  was  Humanity  ! — O  Nymph  divine  ! 

I  fee  thy  light  dep  print  the  burning  Line  ! 

There  thy  bright  eye  the  dubious  pilot  guides. 

The  faint  oar  druggling  with  the  fealding  tides.— 

On  as  thou  lead’d  the  bold,  the  glorious  prow, 

Mild,  and  more  mild,  the  doping  fun-beams  glow; 
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Now  weak  and  pale  the  lefifen’d  luff  res  play. 

As  round  th’  horizon  rolls  the  timid  day  ; 

Barb’d  with  the  fleeted  {now,  the  driving  hail, 

Kufh  the  fierce  arrows  of  the  polar  gale  ; 

And  thro’  the  dim,  unvaried,  ling’ring  hours. 

Wide  o’er  the  waves  incumbent  horror  low’rs. 

And  now  antar&ic  Zealand’s  drear  domain 
Frowns,  and  o’erhangs  th’  inhofpitable  main. 

On  it’s  chill  beach  this  dove  of  human  kind 
For  his  long-wandering  foot  fhort  reft  fhall  find. 

Bear  to  the  coaft  the  *  olive-branch  in  vain. 

And  quit  on  wearied  wing  the  hoft-ile  plain.— 

With  jealous  low’r  the  frowning  natives  view 
The  ftately  veffel,  a  id  th’  advent’rous  crew  ; 

Nor  fear  the  brave,  nor  emulate  the  good, 

But  fcowl  with  ravage  third  of  human  blood! 

And  yet  there  were,  who  in  this  iron  clime 
Soar’d  o’er  the  herd  on  Virtue’s  wing  fublime  ; 

Rever’d  the  firanger-gueft,  and  fmiiing  drove 
To  foothe  liis  day  with  hofpitable  love  ; 

Fann’d  in  full  confidence  the  friendly  flame, 

Join’d  plighted  hands,  and  f  name  exchang’d  for  names 
To  thefe  the  Hero  leads  %  his  living  dcre. 

And  pours  new  wonders' on  th’  uncultur’d  fhore ; 

The  filky  fleece,  fair  fruit,  and  golden  grain  ; 

And  future  herds  and  harveds  blefs  the  plain. 

O’er  the  green  foil  his  Kids  exulting  play. 

And  founds  his  clarion  loud  the  Bird  of  day  ; 

The  downy  Gcofe  her  ruffled  bofom  laves. 

Trims  her  white  wing,  and  wantons  in  the  waves ; 

Stern  moves  the  Bull  along  th’  affrighted  fhores, 

A^nd  countlefs  nations  tremble  as  he  roars. 

Now  the  warm  folflice  o’er  the  fhining  bay. 

Darts  from  the  north  its  mild  meridian  ray  ; 

Again  the  Chief  invokes  the  riling  gale. 

And  fpreads  again  in  defart  feas  the  fail  j 

*  The  olive -branch.-— <e  To  carry  a  green  branch  in  the  hand  on  landing, 
is  a  pacific  fignal,  univerfally  under  flood  by  all  the  ifianders  in  the  South 
Seas.” 

■f  And  name  exchang'd.-—  The  exchange  of  names  is  a  pledge  of  amity 
among  thefe  ifianders,  and  was  frequently  propofed  by  them  to  Captain  Cook 
and  his  people  j  fo  alfo  is  the  joining  noles. 

|  His  living  /tore.— -Captain  Cook  left  various  kinds  of  animals  upon  this 
coafl,  ^together  with  garden-feeds,  See  The  Zealanders  had  hitherto  fubfifted 
upon  filh,  and  fuch  coarfe  vegetables  as  their  climate  produced  ;  and  this  want 
of  better  provifion*  it  is  fuppofed,  induced  them  to  the  horrid  practice  of  eating 
human  flefh., 
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O’er  dangerous  fhoals  his  Heady  Heerage  keeps. 

O’er  #  walls  of  coral,  ambufh’d  in  the  deeps  ; 

Strong  Labour’s  hands  the  crackling  cordage  twine. 

And  f  Heeplefs  Patience  heaves  the  lounding-iine. 

'Eis  oicovoi  tfp/ro?  cL^vvicd^  rrspi  vrajpm* 

On  the  Love  of  our  Country .  Spoken  in  the  Theatre  as  the  Prize  Poem 
at  Oxford,  1772.  By  the  Rev.  Chriilopher  Butfon. 

YE  fouls  illufirious,  who  in  days  of  yore 

With  peerlefs  might  the  Britifh  target  bore. 

Who  clad  in  wolf-lkin  from  the  fey  tiled  car. 

Frown’d  on  the  iron  brow  of  mailed  war. 

And  dar’d  your  rudely-painted  limbs  oppofe 
To  Chalybean  Heel  and  Roman  foes! 

And  ye  of  later  age,  tho’  not  lefs  fame 
In  Tilt  and  Tournament,  the  princely  game 
Of  Arthur's,  barons,  wont  by  hardieft  lport 
To  claim  the  faireft  guerdon  of  the  court  .; 

Say,  holy  Shades,  did  e’er  your  generous  blood 
Roll  thro’  your  faithful  fons  in  nobler  flood. 

Than  late,  when  George  bade  gird  on  every  thigh 
The  myrtle-braided  fword  of  liberty? 

Say,  when  the  high-born  Druids  magic  Hrain 
Rous’d  on  old  Mona's  top  a  female  train 
To  Madnefs,  and  with  more  than  mortal  rage 
Bade  them,  like  furies,  in  the  fight  engage. 

Frantic  when  each  unbound  her  briHling  hair. 

And  fiiook  a  flaming  torch,  and  yell’d  in  wild  defpair  ; 

Or  when  on  Crejfy's  field  the  fable  might 
Of  Edward  dar’d  four  monarchs  to  the  fight; 

Say,  holy  Shades,  did  patriotic  heat 

In  your  big  hearts  with  quicker  tranfports  beat; 

Than  in  your  fons,  when  forth,  like  dorms,  they  pour’d 
In  Freedom’s  caufe  the  fury  of  the  fword ; 

Who  rul’d  the  main,  or  gallant  armies  led. 

With  Hawkey  who  conquer’d,  or  with  Wolf,  who  bled? 

Poor  is  his  triumph,  and  difgrac’d  his  name. 

Who  draws  the  fword  for  empire,  wealth,  or  fame  ; 

*  Walls  of  coral. — The  coral  rocks  are  deferibed  as  rifing  perpendicularly 
from  the  greateH  depths  of  the  ocean,  infomuch  that  the  founding-line  could 
not  reach  their  bottom  ;  and  yet  they  were  but  juft  covered  with  water.—* 
Thefe  rocks  are  now  found  to  be  fabricated  by  rea-infe£ts. 

f  And feeplefs  Patience. — (<  We  had  now  pafied  feveral  months  with  a  man 
condantly  in  the  chains  heaving  the  lead.” 
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For  him  tho*  wealth  be  blown  on  every  wind, 

Tho’  Fame  announce  him  mightieft  of  mankind, 

Tho’  twice  ten  nations  crouch  beneath  his  blade* 
Virtue  difowns  him,  and  his  glories  fade. 

For  him  no  prayers  are  pour’d,  no  pagans  fung. 

No  blefiings  chaunted  from  a  nation’s  tongue  ; 

Blood  marks  the  path  to  his  untimely  bier : 

The  curfe  of  Orphans,  and  the  Widows  tear. 

Cry  to  high  Heaven  for  vengeance  on  his  head. 

Alive,  deferred,  and  accurft,  when  dead. 

Indignant  of  his  deeds  the  Mufe,  who  fings 
Undaunted  truth,  and  fcorns  to  flatter  kings. 

Shall  fhew  the  monfler  in  his  hideous  form. 

And  mark  him  as  an  earthquake  or  a  ftorm. 

Not  fo  the  patriot  Chief  who  dar’d  withftand 
The  bafe  invader  of  his  native  land. 

Who  made  her  we&l  bis  nobleft,  only  end. 

Rul’d  but  to  ferve  her,  fought  but  to  defend  ; 

Her  voice  in  council  and  in  war  her  fword. 

Lov’d  as  her  father,  as  her  God,  ador’d  5 
Who  firmly  virtuous  and  feverely  brave. 

Sunk  with  the  freedom  that  he  could  not  fave j 
On  worth  like  his  the  Mufe  delights  to  wait. 

Reveres  alike  in  triumph  and  4efeaL 
Crowns  with  true  glory  and  with  fpotlefs  fame. 

And  honours  PastP s  more  than  Frederick’s  name. 

Here  let  the  Mufe  withdraw  the  blood-ftain’d  veil. 
And  fhew  the  boldeft  of  public  zeal. 

L'o  !  Sydney  pleading  o’er  the  block™ his  mien. 

His  voice,  his  hand,  unfliaken,  clear,  ferene : 

Yet  no  harangue  proudly  declaim’d  aloud. 

To  gain  the  plaudit  of  a  wayward  croud  ; 

No  fpecious  vaunt  Death’s  terrors  to  defye. 

Still  Death  deferring  as  afraid  to  dye; 

But  fternly  fllent  down  he  bows,  to  prove 
How  firm  his  virtuous,  tho’  miftaken.  Love. 
Unconquer’d  Patriot!  form’d  by  antient  lore, 

The  love  of  antient  Freedom  to  reftore ; 

Who  nobly  a&ed  what  he  boldly  thought. 

And  feal’d  by  Death  the  lefTon  that  he  taught. 

Dear  is  the  tie  that  links  the  anxious  Sire 
To  the  fond  Babe  that  prattles  round  his  fire: 

Dear  is  the  love  that  prompts  the  generous  youth, 
His  Sire’s  fond  cares  and  drooping  age  to  footh ; 

Dear  is  the  brother,  After,  hufband,  wife. 

Dear  all  the  charities  of  focia!  life  : 

Nor  wants  firm  friendfhip  holy  wreaths  to  bind 
In  mutual  fympathy  the  faithful  mind : 
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But  not  th’  endearing  fprings  that  fondly  move 
To  filial  duty  or  parental  love. 

Nor  all  the  ties  that  kindred  bofoms  bind, 

Nor  ail  in  Fricndihip’s  holy  wreaths  entwin’d. 

Are  half  fo  dear,  fo  potent  to  controul 
The  generous  workings  of  the  patriot  foul. 

As  is  that  holy  voice  that  cancels  all 

Thofe  ties,  that  bids  him  for  his  country  fall. 

At  this  high  fummons  with  undaunted  zeal 
He  bares  his  bread;  invites  th’ impending  Heel; 
Smiles  at  the  hand  that  deals  the  fatal  blow. 

Nor  heaves  one  figh  for  all  he  leaves  below. 

Nor  yet  doth  Glory,  tho’  her  port  be  bold. 

Her  afpedt  radiant  and  her  treffes  gold, 

Guide  thro’  the  walks  of  Death  alone  her  car. 
Attendant  only  on  the  din  of  war: 

She  ne’er  difdains  the  gentle  vale  of  peace, 

Or  olive  (hades  of  philofophic  eafe ; 

Where  Heaven- taught  minds  to  woo  the  mufe  refort. 
Create  in  colours  or  with  founds  tranfport ; 

More  pleas’d  on  Iju  filent  marge  to  roam. 

Than  bear  in  pomp  the  fpoils  of  Mindett  home. 

To  read  with  Newton's  ken  the  Harry  (ky? 

And  God  the  fame  in  all  his  orbs  defery  ; 

To  lead  forth  Merit  from  her  humble  (hade  ; 

Extend  to  rifing  arts  a  patron’s  aid  ; 

Build  the  nice  Hrudlure  of  the  generous  law. 

That  holds  the  free-born  mind  in  willing  awe; 

To  fvvell  the  fail  of  trade — the  barren  plain 
To  bid  with  fruitage  blulh,  and  wave  with  grain; 
O’er  pale  Misfortune  drop  with  anxious  figh 
Pity’s  mild  balm,  and  wipe  AfHi&ion’s  eye  ; 

Thefe,  thefe  are  deeds  Britannia  muft  approve. 

Mud:  nurfe  their  growth  with  all  a  parent’s  love  ; 
Thefe  are  the  deeds  that  Public  Virtue  owns. 

And,  juH  to  Public  Virtue,  Qlory  crowns.- — — 


*7 he  following  little  Poem  was  wrote  in  a  blank  leaf  before  Thomfon's 
Seafons,  as  a  compliment  to  that  ingenious  Author ,  by  his  great  admirer 
and  name-fake,  the  Re<v.  Mr.  William  Thompfon,  fome  time  Fellow  of 
Queen’s  College,  in  Oxford, 

HAIL,  Nature’s  Poet!  whom  (he  taught  alone 
To  fmg  her  Works  in  numbers  like  her  own: 

Sweet  as  the  thrufh  that  warbles  in  the  dale, 

And  foft  as  Philomela’s  tender  tale. 

Q  a.  She 
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She  lent  her  pencil  too,  of  wond’rous  power. 

To  catch  the  rainbow,  and  to  form  the  flower. 

Of  many  mingling  hues;  and,  fmiling,  faid, 

(But  firlt  with  laurel  crown’d  her  Favourite’s  head) 
et  Thefe  beauteous  children,  tho’  fo  fair  they  fhine, 
*e  Fade  in  my  Seasons,  let  them  live  in  thine*'* 
And  live  they  fliall  the  charm  of  every  eye, 

*TiH  Nature  flckens,  and  the  Seasons  die. 


f *he  following  beautiful  Lines  were  written  by  a  Lady  on  ob fencing  fon$e 

white  Hairs  on  her  Lower's  Head . 

\ 

TH  O  U,  to  whofe  power  reluftantly  we  bend. 

Foe  to  life’s  fairy  dreams,  relentlefs  Time, 

Alike  the  dread  of  lover,  and  of  friend. 

Why  damp  thy  feal  on  manhood’s  rofy  prime  ? 

Already  twining  ’midit  my  Thyrfls’  hair. 

The  fnowy  wreaths  of  age,  the  monuments  of  care, 

Thro’  all  her  forms,  tho’  Nature  own  thy  fway. 

That  boafled  fway  thou’lt  here  exert  in  vain  j 
To  the  laft  beam  of  life’s  declining  day, 

Thyrfls  fliall  view,  unmov’d,  thy  potent  reign. 

Secure  to  pleafe,  whilfl:  goodnefs  knows  to  charm. 

Fancy  and  tafle  delight,  or  fenfe  and  truth  inform. 

Tyrant,  when  from  that  lip  of  crimfon  glow. 

Swept  by  thy  chilling  wing,  the  rofe  fliall  fly  3 
When  thy  rude  fey  the  indents  his  poliih’d  brow. 

And  quench’d  is  all  the  luftre  of  his  eye  ; 

"When  ruthlefs  age  difperfes  ev’ry  grace. 

Each  fmile  that  beams  from  that  ingenuous  face—* 

Then,  thro’  her  Acres,  fliall  aftive  Mem’ry  rove. 

Teaching  each  various  charm  to  bloom  anew. 

And  Hill  the  raptur’d  eye  of  faithful  love 
Shall  bend  on  Thyrfls  its  delighted  view  ; 

Still  fliall  he  triumph,  with  reflfllefs  power. 

Still  rule  the  conquer’d  heart  to  life’s  remote#  hour? 


VERSES 


by  Lady  Crayen,  on  Dreaming  jhe  faw  her  Heart  at  hef 

Feet , 


\~KT  EEN  Nature,  tir’d  with  thought,  was  funk  to  reflp 
%  f  And  all  my  lenfes  were  by  fleep  poflefl; ; 

Sweet  fleep,  that  foft  and  balmy  comfort  brings 
Alike  to  beggars  and  defpotic  kings ; 
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I  dreamt  of  peace  I  never  felt  before, 

I  dreamt  my  heart  was  lying  on  the  floor. 

I  view’d  it,  drange  to  tell  l  with  joyful  eyes. 

And,  dranger  dill,  without  the  lead  furp rife ! 

Elated  with  the  fight,  I  fmiling  fat. 

Exulting  o’er  the  victim  at  my  feet; 

But  foon  with  words  of  anguim  thus  addreft 
This  painful  fweet  didurber  of  my  bread:: — ■ 
f  Say,  bufy,  lively,  tre'mbling,  hoping  thing* 

What  new  difader  had  thou  now  to  bring. 

To  torture  with  thy  fears  my  tender  frame. 

Who  mud  for  all  her  ills  thee  only  blame? 

Speak  now,  and  tell  me  why,  ungrateful  gueft* 

For  ten  years  pad  had  thou  deny’d  me  red? 

That  in  my  bofom  thou  wad  nurs’d,  ’ tis  true* 

And  with  my  life  and  with  my  dature  grew. 

At  fird  fo  fmall  were  all  thy  wants,  that  I 
Vainly  imagin’d  I  could  ne’er  deny 
Whate’er  thy  fancy  afk’d. — Alas !  but  now 
J  find  thy  wants  my  ev’ry  fenfe  outgrow; 

And  ever  having,  ever  wanting  more, 

A  power  to  pleafe,  to  give,  or  to  adore. 

Say,  why,  like  other  hearts,  thou  dod  not  bear 
With  callous  apathy  each  worldly  care? 

Why  dod  thou  flirink  at  Envy’s  horrid  cries? 

In  thee  Compafllon  Hatred’s  place  fupplies. 

Why  not  with  malice  treat  malicious  men? 

Why  ever  pity,  where  thou  lhould’d  condemn? 

Why,  at  the  hearing  of  a  difmal  tale, 

Pod  thou  with  forrow  turn  my  beauty  pale  ? 

Why,  when  diftrefs  in  any  fhape  appears. 

Poll  thou  diffolve  my  very  foul  in  tears  ? 

Why  in  thy  fecret  folds  is  Friendfhip  bred  ? 

In  other  hearts  its  very  name  is  dead. 

Why,  if  keen  Wit  and  learned  Senfe  draw  nigh^ 

Pod  thou  with  emulation  beat  fo  high  ? 

And  while  approving,  wifli  to  be  approv’d, 

And  when  you  love,  wifh  more  to  be  belov’d? 

Why  not,  in  cold  indifference  ever  clad, 

Alike  unmOv’d,  regard  the  good  and  bad? 

Why  dod  thou  wade  my  youthful  bloom  with  care* 

And  facrifiee  myfclf,  that  I  may  (hare 
P  idrefs  in  others?  Why  wilt  thou  adorn 
Their  days  with  rofes,  and  leave  me  a  thorn  ?* 

But  here  I  faw  it  heave  a  heavy  figh. 

And  thus  in  fweered  founds  it  did  reply  : 

*  Ah!  ceafe,  Eliza!  ceafe  thy  fpeech  unjufl; 

Thy  Heart  ha?  e’er  fulfill’d  its  facred  trufl; 

Ancf 
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And  ever  will  its  tender  manfion  ferve. 

Nor  can  it  from  thee  this  reproach  deferve : 

Againd  my  didlates  mnrm’ring  have  I  found. 

Which  thus  has  laid  me  bleeding  on  the  ground. 
Compare  thyfelf  in  this  fame  hour  depriv’d 
Of  this  foft  Heart,  from  whence  are  all  deriv’d 
The  fame  bewitching  graces  which  adorn 
And  make  thy  face  appear  like  beauteous  morn  : 
With  me  its  brilliant  ornaments  are  fled. 

And  all  thy  features,  like  thy  foul,  are  dead. 

’Tis  I  that  make  thee  other’s  pleafures  fhare. 

And  in  a  filter’s  joy  forget  thy  care. 

’Tis  by  my  dictates  thou  art  taught  to  find 
A  godlike  pleafure  in  a  godlike  mind  ; 

That  makes  thee  oft  relieve  a  dranger’s  woes. 

And  often  fix  thofe  friends  that  would  be  foes. 

’Tis  I  that  tremblingly  have  taught  thine  ear 
To  chenfh  Mu  lie  ;  and  ’tis  I  appear 
In  all  its  fofted  drefs,  when  to  the  hearts 
Of  all  beholders  my  dear  voice  imparts 
Harmonic  drains:  ’tis  not  becaufe  ’tis  fine. 

For  every  note  that’s  felt  is  furely  mine. 

In  fmoothed  numbers  all  that  I  indite. 

For  ’tis  I  taught  thy  fearful  hand  to  write: 

My  genius  has  with  watchful  care  fupply’d 
What  Education  to  thy  fex  deny’d; 

Made  Sentiment  and  Nature  all  combine 
To  melt  the  Reader  in  each  flowing  line. 

Till  they  in  words  this  feeling  truth  impart. 

She  needs  no  more,  who  will  confult  the  Heart; 
And  own  in  reading  what  is  writ  by  thee. 

No  dudy  ever  could  improve  like  me. 

And  when  thy  bloom  is  gone,  thy  beauty  flown. 
And  laughing  youth  to  wrinkled  age  is  grown. 
Thy  actions,  writings,  friendfhip,  which  I  gave. 
Still  fhall  remain  an  age  beyond  the  grave. 

Then  do  not  thus  difplac’d  let  me  remain,/ 

Rut  take  me  to  thy  tender  bread  again.’ 

f  Yes,  foft  perfuader  (I  return’d)  I  will  ; 

And  if  I  am  deceiv’d,  deceive  me  dill!’ 

Seduc’d  I  was  in  hade ;  then  dooping  low. 

Soon  re-indatea  my  fvveet,  pleaflng  foe ; 

And  waking,  found  it  had  not  lefs  nor  more 
Than  all  the  joys,  the  pangs  it  had  before  !  C 
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PROLOGUE  to  the  CHAPTER  of  ACCIDENTS. 

Written  hy  George  Col  man,  Efq\ 

LONG  has  the  paflive  ftage,  howe’er  abfurd. 

Been  rul’d  by  names,  and  govern’d  by  a  word. 

Some  poor  cant  term ,  like  magic  fpells,  can  awe. 

And  bind  our  realms  like  a  dramatic  law. 

When  Fielding,  Humour’s  fav’rite  child,  appear’d. 

Low  was  the  word — a  word  each  author  fear’d  ! 

’Till  chac’d  at  length,  by  pleafantry’s  bright  ray. 

Nature  and  mirth  refum’d  their  legal  fway; 

And  Goldfmith’s  genius  balk’d  in  open  day. 

No  beggar,  howe’er  poor,  a  cur  can  lack  ; 

Poor  bards,  of  critic  curs,  can  keep  a  pack. 

One  yelper  filenc’d,  twenty  barkers  rife. 

And  with  new  howls,  their  fnarlings  Hill  difguife. 

Low  banifh’d,  the  word  fentiment  fucceeds  ; 

And  at  that  fhrine  the  modern  playwright  bleeds. 

K  ard  fate  !  but  let  each  would-be  critic  know. 

That  fentiments  from  genuine  feeling  flow  1 
Critics  !  in  vain  declaim,  and  write,  and  rail; 

Nature,  eternal  nature!  will  prevail. 

Give  me  the  bard,  who  makes  me  laugh  and  cry; 

Diverts  and  moves,  and  all,  I  fcarce  know  why ! 

Untaught  by  commentators,  French  or  Dutch, 

Paflion  Hill  anfvvers  to  th’  eleXric  touch. 

Reafon,  like  Falflaif,  claims,  when  all  is  done. 

The  honours  of  the  field  already  won. 

To-night,  our  author’s  is  a  mixt  intent — 

Paflion  and  humour — low  and  fentiment: 

*  Smiling  in  tears — a  ferio  comic  play - - 

.Sunlhine  and  Ihow’r — a  kind  of  April  Day! 
f  lord,  wnofe  pride  is  in  his  honour  plac’d; 

A  governor,  with  av’rice  not  difgrac’d  ; 

An  humble  priefh !  a  lady,  and  a  lover 
So  full  of  virtue,  fome  of  it  runs  over. 

No  temporary  touches,  no  alluflons 
To  camps,  reviews,  and  all  our  late  confufions: 

No  perfonal  reflexions,  no  fharp  fatire. 

But  a  mere  Chapter — from  the  book  of  nature. 

Wrote  by  a  woman  too!  the  Mufes  now 
Few  liberties  to  naughty  men  allow; 

But  like  old  maids  on  earth,  refolv’d  to  vex. 

With  cruel  coynefs  treat  the  other  fex. 


PRO- 
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PROLOGUE  to  the  GENEROUS  IMPOSTOR, 

JAs  he  enters  the  Stage  looking  upon  a  Paper ,  and  addrejjing  himfelf  t& 
the  Author  behind)  from  whom  he  is  fuppofcd  to  have  received  it .] 

*  , 

THIS,  Sir,  the  Prologue?  Why  this  piteous  whine. 
Forebodes  a  catcall  in  each  croaking  line. 
et  The  Author’s  fi r ft  offence !” — f(  implore!3’- — cs  befeech!’9 
Zounds  1  ’tis  as  difmal  as  a  dying  fpeech — 

Will  prove,  itfelf,  the  piece’s  fure  damnation. 

And  give,  like  hawkers,  by  anticipation , 

(t  Life,  birth,  and  parentage,  and  education,’3 
Do  you  difcover  in  this  call  of  feature 
The  fir  iking  traits  to  fuit  the  doleful  metre  ? 

Give  it  to  Parfons — ■  his  fad — tragice  face 
Such  plaintive  fentiments  will  aptly  grace. 

The  rueful  meaning  Moody  may  fupply 
E’en  from  the  fruitful  river  of  his  eye ; 

Or  with  mute  pathos ,  walk  about  and  dgh. 

[  C1 0  the  Audience .] 

Prologues  are  alter’d  iince  that  Gothic  day 
When  only  hungry  play-wrights  wrote — for  pay. 

Then  while  the  Bard— poor  miferable  firmer! 

Trembled  behind.—- uncertain  of  his  dinner— 

Forth  came  in  black— -with  folemn  dep — and  flow. 

The  actor  to  unfold  the  tale  of  woe. 

But  in  thefe  days,  when  e’en  the  titled  dame 
Glows  with  the  paffion  of  dramatic  fame. 

When  as  the  fafliion  gains,  it  may  indite 
The  card  of  compliments  for  a  third  night. 

With  dile  laconic,  in  the  meafured  drain. 

Lady  Charade  fees  friends  at  Drury- lane33— =*• 

In  thofe  bright,  days— this  literary  age. 

When  ’tis  the  tade— the  very  thing— the  rage 
To  pen  fome  lively  moreeau  for  the  dage. 

When  belles  write  comedies,  and  beaux  have  wit. 

The  Prologue  too  the  fp  rightly  ton  mud  hit  j 
Flippant  and  fmart  in  carelefs  eafy  rhymes. 

Reded  the  gayed  colours  of  the  times, 

Camelion-like,  on  falhion’s  air  mud  live. 

And,  like  that  too,  each  varying  tint  mud  give. 
j[ Returning  to  the  paper ,  and  fuppofed  again  to  addrefs  the  Author d\ 
Phis  will  ne’er  do  ( paufing)  —  Can’t  you  contrive  to  fwell 
To  thirty  lines,  fome  airy  bagatelle? 

Or  take  your  fubjed  from  fome  modifh  fcenes — • 

*■  Elections” — •“  Camps” — <s  Ele&rical  machines?’9 


N 
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That  thought’s  not  bad — Why  then  fuppofe  I  try* 

In  metaphor — the  Houfe  t’  ele&rify. 

Wind  the  concluding  {trains  that  may  difpenfe 
The  mild  effluvia’s  genial  influence, 

©r  fill  the  charge,  the  powerful  charge  that  draws* 
From  yon  dread  Gods !  the  thunder  of  applaufe  : 

Or  if  fuch  potent  virtue  can’t  controul 
The  angry  critic’s  non-eledric  foul. 

The  ladies  court - -The  light’ning  of  whofe  eyes. 

The  apt  allufion  readily  fupplies. — 

From  thofe  bright  oihs  th’  aethereal  beam  that  plays. 
Will  blaft  the  critic  thorn,  but  fpare  the  bays. 

Something  like  this  may  do - fome  neat  terfe  thing, 

With  a  few  fmirks — and  fmiles — and  bows  from  King. 

[Ho  the  Audience.  ] 

Mean  time  the  want  of  form  for  once  forgive. 

And  for  this  night  allow  the  piece  to  live. 


EPILOGUE  to  Lady  Craven’s  Comedy  of  the  MINIA¬ 
TURE  PICTURE. 

Spoken  hy  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Hobart,  at  Newbury,  and  hy  Mrs.  Aeing-* 
ton,  at  Drury-lane.  Written  hy  Mr.  Jekyle. 

% 

THE  men,  like  tyrants  of  the  Turkifh  kind, 

Have  long  our  fex’s  energy  confin’d  ; 

In  full  drefs  black,  and  bow,  and  folemn  flalk* 

Have  long  monopoliz’d  the  Prologue’s  walk; 

But  kill  the  flippant  Epilogue  was  our’s ; 

.It  afked  for  gay  fupport — the  female  povv’rs  ; 

It  afk’d  a  flirting  air,  coquet  and  free ; 

And  fo  to  murder  it,  they  fix’d  on  me. 

Much  they  miftake  my  talents — I  was  bora 
To  tell,  in  fobs  and  fighs,  fome  tale  forlorn; 

,To  wet  my  handkerchief  with  Juliet’s  woes. 

Or  tune  to  Shore’s  defpair  my  tragic  nofe. 

Yes,  gentlemen,  in  education’s  fpite. 

You  flill  fhall  find  that  we  can  read  and  write; 

Like  you,  can  fwell  a  debt  or  a  debate. 

Can  quit  the  card-table  to  fleer  the  date; 

Or  bid  our  Belle  AJJ'embl'eBs  rhet’ric  flow. 

To  drown  your  dull  declaimers  at  Soho. 

Methinks  e’en  now  I  hear  my  fex’s  tongues* 

The  fhrill,  fmart  melody  of  female  lungs  1 
The  florm  of  queflion,  the  divifion  calm. 

With  “Hear  her  1  Hear  her  1  Mrs.  fpeaker !  Ma’am, 

“  Oh* 
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Oh,  order!  Order !” - Kates  and  Sufans  rife. 

And  Margaret  moves,  and  Tabitha  replies. 

Look  to  the  camp  —  Coxheath  and  Warley  Common. 
Supply ’d  at  lead  for  ev’ry  tent  a  woman. 

The  cartridge-paper  wrapt  the  billet-doux. 

The  rear  and  picquet  formed  the  rendezvous. 

The  drum’s  Hern  rattle  fhook  the  nuptial  bed  ; 

The  knapfack  pillow’d  lady  Sturgeon^  head. 

Love  was  the  watch-word,  ’till  the  morning  £fe 
Rous’d  the  tame  major  and  his  warlike  wife. 

Look  to  the  dage.  To  night’s  example  draws 
A  female  dramatid  to  grace  the  caufe. 

So  fade  the  triumphs  of  prefumptuous  man! 

And  would  you,  ladies,  but  complete  my  plan. 

Here  Ihould  ye  fign  fome  Patriot  Petition 
To  mend  our  conditutional  condition. 

The  men  invade  our  rights —  the  mimic  elves 
Lifp  and  nickname  God’s  creatures,  like  ourfelves ; 

Rouge  more  than  we  do,  fimper,  dounce,  and  fret/ 

And  they  coquet,  good  gods  !  how  they  coquet ! 

They  too  are  coy ;  and,  mondrous  to  relate  ! 

Their’s  is  the  coynefs  in  a  tete-a-tete. 

Yes,  ladies,  yes,  I  could  a  tale  unfold. 

Would  harrow  up  your - cufhions !  were  it  told  ; 

Part  your  combined  curls,  and  freeze - pomatum 

At  griefs  and  grievances,  as  I  could  date  ’em. 

But  fuch  eternal  blazon  mud  npt  fpeak — 

B elides,  the  Houfe  adjourns  fome  day  next  week _ 

This  fair  committee  lhall  detail  the  red. 

Then  let  the  monders  (if  they  dare)  proted! 

ExtraB  from  the  Ode  to  John  Howard,  E/r,  Author  of  the  State  of 
tnglijh  and  Foreign  Pri/ons  •  by  W.  Haley. 

HAIL!  generous  Howard  !  tho’ thou  bear 
A  name  which  Glory’s  hand  fublime 
Has  blazon’d  oft,  with  guardian  care. 

In  chara&ers  that  fear  not  Time  ; 

Tor  tnce  die  fondly  fpreads  her  wings  j 
lor  thee  from  Paradife  lhe  brings. 

More  verdant  than  her  laurel  bough. 

Such  wreaths  of  facred  Palm,  as  ne’er  till  now 
I  he  trailing  Seraph  twin’d  around  a  mortal  brow. 
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I  fee  the  hallow’d  fhade  of  Hales4*, 

Who  felt,  like  thee,  for  human  woe. 

And  taught  the  health-diffufing  gales 
Thro’  Horror’s  murky  cells  to  blow. 

As  thy  protecting  angel  wait ; 

To  fave  thee  from  the  fnares  of  Fate, 

Commifiion’d  from  the  Eternal  Throne: 

1  hear  him  praife,  in  wonder’s  warmed:  tone, 

»  The  virtues  of  thy  heart,  more  a&ive  than  his  own* 

Thy  foul  fupplies  new  funds  of  health 
That  fail  not  in  the  trying  hour. 

Above  Arabia’s  fpicv  wealth 
And  Pharmacy’s  reviving  power. 

The  tranfports  of  the  generous  mind. 

Feeling  its  bounty  to  mankind, 

Infpirit  every  mortal  part ; 

And,  far  more  potent  than  precarious  art, 

Give  radiance  to  the  eye,  and  vigor  to  the  heart. 

"*  *** 

Nature!  on  thy  maternal  bread 
For  ever  be  his  worth  engrav’d  ! 

Thy  bolom  only  can  atteft 
How  many  a  life  his  toil  has  fav’d : 

Nor  in  thy  refcued  Sons  alone. 

Great  Parent  !  this  thy  guardian  own  ! 

His  arm  defends  a  dearer  Have; 

Woman,  thy  darling!  ’tis  his  pride  to  fave  f 
From  evils,  that  furpafs  the  horrors  of  the  grave. 

*  Stephen  Hales,  minifter  of  Teddington  :  he  died  at  the  age  of  S4,  1761  $ 
and  has  been  juftly  called  “  An  ornament  to  his  profefllon,  as  a  clergyman, 
“  and  to  his  country,  as  a  philofopher.”  I  had  the  happinefs  of  knowing  this 
excellent  man,  when  T  was  very  young;  and  well  remember  the  warm  glow 
of  benevolence  which  u fed  to  animate  his  countenance,  in  relating  the  fuccels 
of  his  various  projects  for  the  benefit  of  mankind.  I  have  frequently  heard 
him  dwell  with  great  pleafure  on  the  fortunate  incident  which  led  him  to  the 
dil'covery  of  his  Ventilator,  to  which  I  have  alluded. — He  had  ordered  a  new 
floor  for  one  of  his  rooms  ;  his  carpenter  not  having  prepared  the  work  fo  foon 
as  he  expe<5led,  he  thought  the  feafon  improper  for  laying  down  new  boards, 
when  they  were  brought  to  his  houfe,  and  gave  orders  for  their  being  depofited 
in  his  barn  ; — from  their  accidental  pofition  in  that  place,  he  caught  his  fir  ft 
idea  of  this  ufeful  invention. 

-f  Mr.  Howard  has  been  the  happy  inftrument  of  preferving  female  prl - 
foners  from  an  infamous  and  indecent  outrage. — It  was  formly  a  cuftom  in  our 
gaols  to  load  their  legs  and  thighs  with  irons,  for  the  deteflabie  purpofe  of  ex¬ 
torting  money  from  thefe  injured  f'ufferers. — This  cjrcumftance,  unknown  to 
me  when  the  Ode  was  written,  has  tempted  me  to  introduce  the  few  additional 
ftanzas,  as  it  is  my  ardent  wilh  to  render  this  tribute  to  an  exalted  chara&er  as 
little  unworthy  as  I  can  of  the  very  extenfive  and  fublime  met  it  which  itafpires 
to  celebrate. 

Ye 
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Ye  fprightly  nymphs,  by  Fortune  nurd. 

Who  fport  in  Joy’s  unclouded  air. 

Nor  fee  the  didant  dorms,  that  burd 
In  ruin  on  the  humble  Fair: 

Ye  know  not  to  what  bitter  fmart 
A  kindred  form,  a  kindred  heart. 

Is  often  doom’d,  in  life’s  low  vale. 

Where  frantic  fears  the  fimple  mind  affail. 

And  fierce  afflictions  prefs,  and  friends  and  fortune  faiL 


His  Care,  exulting  Britain  found 
Here  fir  fin  difplay’d,  not  here  confin’d! 

No  Angle  traCt  of  earth  could  bound 
The  aCtive  virtues  of  his  mind. 

To  all  the  lands,  where’er  the  tear. 

That  mourn’d  the  Prifoner’s  wrongs  fevere. 

Sad  Pity’s  glift’ning  cheek  impearl’d, 

Eager  lie  deer’d,  with  every  fail  unfurl’d, 

A  friend  to  every  clime  !  a  Patriot  of  the  World  ! 

Ye  nations  thro’  whofe  fair  domain 
Our  flying  fons  of  joy  have  pad. 

By  Pleafure  driven  with  loofen’d  rein, 

Adonifh’d  that  they  dew  fo  fad ! 

How  did  the  heart-improving  fight 
Awake  your  wonder  and  delight. 

When,  in  her  unexampled  chace,  - 
Philanthropy  outdript  keen  Pleafure’s  pace. 

When  with  a  warmer  foul  (he  ran  a  nobler  race ! 

Sweet  is  the  joy  when  Science  dings 
Her  light  on  philofophic  thought ; 

When  Genius,  with  keen  ardor,  fp rings 
To  clafp  the  lovely  truth  he-  fought : 

Sweet  is  the  joy,  when  Rapture’s  fire 
Flows  from  the  fpirit  of  the  lyre ; 

When  Liberty  and  Virtue  roll 
Spring-tides  of  fancy  o’er  the  poet’s  foal, 

T  hat  waft  his  flying  bark  thro5  feas  above  the  poky 

Sweet  the  delight,  when  the  gall’d  heart 
Feels  Confolation’s  lenient  hand 
Bind  up  the  wound  from  Fortune’s  dart 
With  Prlendfhip’s  fife-fupporting  band  ! 

And  fweeter  dill,  and  far  above 
Thefe  fainter  joys,  when  pored  Love 
The  foul  h  is  willing  captive  keeps ! 

When  he  in  bills  the  melting  fpirit  deeps, 

who  drops  delicious  tears,  and  wonders  that  he  weeps! 

S 


20? 


POETRY. 

But  not  the  brighteA  joy,  which  Arts, 

In  floods  of  mental  light,  beAow  ; 

Nor  what  firm  Frindlhip’s  seal  imparts* 

Blelt  antidote  of  bitterell  woe  ! 

Nor  thofe  that  Love’s  fweet  hours  difpenfe. 

Can  equal  the  ecAatic  fenfe. 

When,  fvvelling  to  a  fond  excefs. 

The  grateful  praifes  of  reliev’d  diArefs, 

Re-echoed  thro’  the  heart,  the  foul  of  Bounty  blefs; 

PROLOGUE  to  the  MINIATURE  PICTURE. 

V/riiten  by  Richard  Brinsley  Sheridan,  Spoken  by 

Mr.x  King. 

CHILL’D  by  rough  gales,  while  yet  reluctant  May 
With-holds  the  beauties  of  the  vernal  day; 

As  fome  fond  maid,  whom  matron  frowns  reprove,- 
Sufpends  the  fmile  her  heart  devotes  to  love; 

The  feafon’s  pleafures  too  delay  their  hour. 

And  Winter  revels  with  protracted  pow’r : 

Then  blame  not.  Critics,  if,  thus  late,  we  bring 
A  Winter’s  drama — but  reproach — the  Spring, 

What  prudent  cit  dares  yet  the  feafon  truft. 

Balk  in  his  whilky,  and  enjoy  the  dufl:  ? 

Hors’d  in  Cheapfide*  fcarce  yet  the  gayer  fpark 
Atchieves  the  Sunday  triumph  of  the  Park; 

Scarce  yet  you  fee  him,  dreading  to  be  late. 

Scour  the  Nevv-road,  and  dafli  through  Grofvenor-gat^ 
Anxious — and  fearful  too — his  fteed  to  IheW* 

The  hack’d  Bucephalus  of  Rotten-row  ! 

Carelefs  he  feems,  yet,  vigilantly  fly, 

Woos  the  Aray  glance  of  Ladies  palling  by. 

While  his  oA'  heel,  infldioully  afide. 

Provokes  the  caper  which  he  feems  to  chide  * 

Scarce  rural  Kenfington  due  honour  gains. 

The  vulgar  verdure  of  her  walk  remains. 

Where  white  rob’d  Mifles  amble  two  by  two; 

Nodding  to  booted  beaux — f  How  do;  how  do  U 
With  generous  queAions  that  no  anfwer  wait, 

4  How  vaAIy  full  !  a’n’t  you  come  vaftly  late? 
s  Isn’t  it  quite  cli arming  ?  When  do  you  leave  town  ? 
c  A’n’t  you  quite  tir’d  ?  Pray,  can  we  fet  you  down 
Thefe  fuperb  pleafures  of  a  London  May 
imperfeCt  yet,  we  hail  the  cold  delay  5 
But  if  this  plea’s  denied,  in  our  excufe  "1 

Another  flill  remains  you  can’t  refufe ;  > 

It  is  a  Lady  writes — and  hark — a  noble  Mufe!  J 
Vol.  XXIII,  p  "  But 
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But  fee  a  Critic  darting  from  his  bench — 

*  A  noble  Author?’  Yes,  Sir;  but  the  Play’s  not  French' 
Yet  if  it  were,  no  blame  on  us  could  fall  ; 

For  we,  you  know,  muff  follow  Falhion’s  call  $ 

And  true  it  is  things  lately  were  en  train 
To  woo  the  Gallic  Mufe  at  Drury  lane  ; 

Not  to  import  a  troop  of  foreign  elves. 

But  treat  you  with  French  aCtors — in  ourfelves : 

A  friend  we  had,  who  vow’d  he’d  make  us  fpeak 
Pure  flippant  French, — by  contrail— -in  a  week; 

Told  us  ’twas  time  to  ftudy  what  was  good, 

Polifh,  and  leave  off  being  underflood. 

That  crouded  audiences  we  thus  might  bring 
To  Moniieur  Parfons  and  Chevalier  King:' 

Or  fhould  the  vulgars  grumble  now  and  then. 

The  prompter  might  tranflate— for  country  gentlemen. 
Strait  all  fubfcrib’d— Kings,  Gods,  Mutes,  Singer,  Actor,- 
A  Flanders  figure-dancer  our  contractor. 

But  here,  I  grieve  to  own,  tho’t  be  to  you. 

He  acted — —e’en  as  moll  con  traitors  do; 

»  Sold  what  he  never  dealt  in,  and  th’  amount 
Being  firfl  difcharg’d,  fubmitted  his  account : 

And  what  th’  event  ?  Their  induflry  was  fuch, 

Dodd  fpoke  good  Flemifh,  Bannifler  bad  Dutch. 

Then  the  rogue  told  us,  with  infulting  eafe. 

So  It  was  foreign,  it  was  fure  to  pleafe : 

Beaux,  wits,  applaud,  as  fafhion  ihould  command. 

And  Miffes  laugh — -to  feern  to  underhand — 

So  from  each  dime  our  foil  may  fomething  gain  ; 

Manhood  from  Rome,  and  fprightlinefs  from  Spain  ;■ 

Some  Ruffian  Rofcius  next  delight  the  age. 

And  a  Dutch  Heinel  fkate  along  the  ftage. 

Exotic  fopperies,  hail !  .whofe  flatt’ring  fmile 
Supplants  the  fterner  virtues  of  our  iile  ! 

Thus,  while  with  Chinefe  firs  and  Indian  pines 
Our  nurs’ries  fwarm,  the  Britifh  oak  declines; 

Yet,  vain  our  Mufes  fear— no  foreign  laws 
We  dread,  while  native  beauty  pleads  ourcaufe: 

While  you’re  to  judge,  whofe  fmiles  are  honours  higher 
Than  verfe  ihould  gain,  but  where  thofe  eyes  infpire. 

But  if  the  men  prefume  your  pow’r  to  awe,  ^ 

Retort  their  churliih  fenatorial  law;  t, 

k  his  is  your  houfe — and  move — the  gentlemen  withdraw;  j 
Then  you  may  vote,  with  envy  never  ceafmg. 

Your  influence  has  increas’d,  and  is  increafing  ; 

But  there,  I  trufl,  the  reiblution’s  fmifh’d  ; 

Sure  none  will  fay— it  ought  to  be  diminifh’d.. 
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Xdhar<%£lers  of  S  allust  and  Livy.  From  Hayley’s  Efay  on  Hijlory « 

BUT  Rome’s  proud  Genius,  with  exulting  claim. 

Points  to  her  rivals  of  the  Grecian  name  ! 

Sententious  Sallust  leads  her  lofty  train; 

Clear,  tho-’  concife,  elaborately  plain, 

Poifing  his  fcale  of  words  with  frugal  care. 

Nor  leaving  one  fuperfluous  atom  there  ! 

Yet  well  difplaying,  in  a  narrow  fpace. 

Truth’s  native  drength,  and  Nature’s  eafy  grace; 

Skill’d  to  deted,  in  tracing  Addon’s  courfe. 

The  hidden  motive,  and  the  human  fource. 

His  lucid  brevity  the  palm  has  won. 

By  Rome’s  decifion,  from  Olorus’  Son,, 

Of  mightier  fpirit,  of  majedic  frame. 

With  powers  proportion’d  to  the  Roman  fame. 

When  Rome’s  fierce  Eagle  his  broad  wings  unfurl’d. 

And  fhadow’d  with  his  plumes  the  fubjed  world. 

In  bright  pre-eminence,  that  Greece  might  own, 

Sublimer  Livy  claims  th’  Hidoric  throne  ; 

With  that  rich  Eloquence,  whofe  golden  light 
Brings  the  full  fcene  didindly  to  the  fight  ; 

That  Zeal  for  Truth,  which  Intered  cannot  bend. 

That  Fire,  which  Freedom  ever  gives  her  friend. 

Immortal  artid  of  a  work  fupreme  ! 

Delighted  Rome  beheld,  with  proud  edeem. 

Her  own  bright  image,  of  coloffal  fize, 

From  thy  long  toils  in  pureft  marble  rife. 

But  envious  Time,  with  a  malignant  ftroke. 

This  facred  flatue  into  fragments  broke  ; 

In  Lethe’s  dream  its  nobler  portions  funk. 

And  left  Futurity  the  wounded  trunk. 

Yet,  like'  the  matchlefs,  mutilated  frame. 

To  which  great  Angelo  bequeath’d  his  name3 
Th  is  glorious  ruin,  in  whofe  llrength  we  find 
The  fplendid  vigour  of  the  Sculptor’s  mind. 

In  the  fond  eye  of  Admiration  dill 
Rivals  the  finifh’d  forms  of  modern  fkilh 

On  Biography  and  the  Character  of  Plutarch.  From  the  fame t, 

O  BLEST  Biography  !  thy  charms  of  yore 
Hidoric  Truth  to  drong  Adedion  bore. 

And  fod’ring  Virtue  gave  thee  as  thy  dower, 

Of  both  thy  parents  the  attradive  power; 

P  a  Ts 
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To  win  the  heart,  the  wavering  thought  to  fix. 

And  fond  delight  with  wife  inftru£tion  mix. 

Firft  of  thy  votaries,  peerlefs,  and  alone. 

Thy  Plutarch  fhines,  by  moral  beauty  known: 
Enchanting  Sage  !  whofe  living  leffons  teach. 

What  heights  of  Virtue  human  efforts  reach. 

Tho’  oft  thy  Pen,  eccentrically  wild. 

Ramble,  in  Learning^  various  maze  beguiPd  • 

Tho’  in  thy  Style  no  brilliant  graces  fftine. 

Nor  the  clear  conduit  of  correct  Defign, 

Thy  every  page  is  uniformly  bright 
With  mild  Philanthropy’s  diviner  light. 

Of  gentleft  manners,  as  of  mind  elate. 

Thy  happy  Genius  had  the  glorious  fate 
To  regulate,  with  Wifdom’s  foft  controul. 

The  ftrong  ambition  of  a  Trajan’s  foul. 

But  O  !  how  rare  benignant  Virtue  fprings. 

In  the  blank  bo  Com  of  defpotic  kings ! 

Character  of  Froissart.  From  the  Janw , 

YET  Courtefy,  with  generous  Valour  join’d. 
Fair  Twins  of  Chivalry!  rejoic’d  to  find 
A  faithful  Chronicler  in  plain  Froissart; 

As  rich  in  honefty  as  void  of  art. 

As  the  young  Peafant,,  led  by  fpirits  keen 
To  fome  great  city’s  gay  and  gorgeous  fcene. 
Returning,  with  inereafe  of  proud  delight. 

Dwells  on  the  various  fplendor  of  the  fight; 

And  gives  his  tale,  tho’  told  in  terms  uncouth. 

The  charm  of  Nature,  and  the  force  of  Truth, 

Tho”  rude  engaging ;  fuch  thy  fimple  page 
Seems,  O  Froissart!  to  this  enlighten’d  age. 
Proud  of  their  fpirit,  in  thy  writings  fhewn. 

Fair  Faith  and  Honour  mark  thee  for  their  own  ^ 
Tho’  oft  the  dupe  of  thofe'  del u five  times. 

Thy  Genius,  fofter’d  with  romantic  rhymes. 
Appears  to  play  the  legendary  Bard, 

And  trefpafs  on  the  truth  it  meant  to  guard. 

Still  fhali  thy  name,  with  lafting  glory,  Hand 
High  on  the  lift  of  that  advent’rous  band. 

Who,  bidding  Hiftory  fpeak  a  modern  tongue. 

From  her  cramp’d  hand  the  Monkifh  fetters  flung. 
While  yet  deprefs’d  in  Gothic  night  (he  lay. 

Nor  faw  tip  approaching  dawn  of  Attic  day. 
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Ch  araft  cr  of  Father  Paul.  F  row  the  fame . 

SARPI,  bleft  name!  from  every  foible  clears 
Not  more  to  Science  than  to  Virtue  dear. 
Thy  pen,  thy  life,  of  equal  praife  fecure  ! 

Both  wifely  bold,  and  both  fublimely  pure  \ 

That  Freedom  bids  me  on  thy  merits  dwell, 
Whofe  radiant  form  illum’d  thy  letter’d  cell  j 
Who  to  thy  hand  the  nobleft  talk  affign’d. 

That  earth  can  offer  to  a  heavenly  mind: 

With  Reafon’s  arms  to  guard  invaded  laws. 

And  guide  the  pen  of  Truth  in  Freedom’s  cau fe* 
Too  firm  of  heart  at  Danger’s  cry  to  Hoop, 

Nor  Lucre’s  Save,  nor  vain  Ambition’s  dupe* 
Thro’  length  of  days  invariably  the  fame. 

Thy  country’s  liberty  thy  conftant  aim! 

For  this  thy  fpirit  dar’d  th’  Affaffin’s  knife. 

That  with  repeated  guilt  purfu’d  thy  life  ; 

For  this  thy  fervent  and  unweary’d  care 
Form’d,  ev’n  in  death,  thy  patriotic  prayer. 

And,  while  his  lhadows  on  thine  eye-lids  hung, 
*l  Be  it  immortal!”  trembled  on  thy  tongue. 


Char  after  of  Voltaire.  From  the  fame . 

THO’  Pontiffs  execrate,  and  Kings  betray. 

Let  not  this  fate  your  generous  warmth  allay. 
Ye  kindred  Worthies  !  who  Hill  dare  to  wield 
Reafon’s  keen  fword,  and  Toleration’s  fhield. 

In  climes  where  Perfecution’s  iron  mace 
Is  rais’d  to  maffacre  the  human  race! 

The  heart  of  Nature  will  your  virtue  feel. 

And  her  immortal  voice  reward  your  zeal  : 

Firft  in  her  praife  her  fearlefs  champions  live. 
Crown’d  with  the  nobleft  palms  that  earth  can  give* 
Firm  in  this  band,  who  to  her  aid  advance. 

And  high  amid  th’  Hiftoric  fens  of  France, 
Delighted  Nature  faw,  with  partial  care. 

The  lively  vigour  of  the  gav  Voltaire; 

And  fondly  gave  him,  witn  Anacreon’s  fire. 

To  throw  the  hand  of  Age  acrofs  the  lyre  : 

But  mute  that  vary’d  voice,  which  pleas’d  fo  long! 
Th’  Hiftorian’s  tale  is  clos’d,  the  Poet’s  fong  ! 
Within  the  narrow  tomb  behold  him  lie. 

Who  Fil’d  fo  large  a  fpace  in  Learning’s  eye  ! 

P} 
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Thou  Mind  un  weary ’d  !  thy  long  toils  are  o’er  ; 

Cenlure  and  Praife  can  touch  thy  ear  no  more  : 

Still  let  me  breathe  with  juft  regret  thy  name. 

Lament  thy  foibles,  and  thy  powers  proclaim  ! 

On  the  wide  fea  of  Letters  ’twas  thy  boait 
To  croud  each  fail,  and  touch  at  every  coaft : 

From  that  rich  deep  how  often  haft  thou  brought 
The  pure  and  precious  pearls  of  fplendid  Thought  \ 

How  didft  thou  triumph  on  that  fubjedt-tide. 

Till  Vanity’s  wild  guft,  and  ftormy  Pride, 

Drove  thy  ftrong  bark,  in  evil  hour,  to  fplit 
Upon  the  fatal  rock  of  impious  Wit! 

But  be  thy  failings  cover’d  by  thy  tomb  ! 

And  guardian  laurels  o’er  thy  allies  bloom  ! 

From  the  long  annals  of  the  world  thy  art. 

With  chemic  procefs,  drew  the  richer  part ; 

To  Hift’ry  gave  a  philofophic  air. 

And  made  the  intereft  of  mankind  her  care  ; 

Pleas’d  her-  grave  brow  with  garlands  to  adorn. 

And  from  the  rpfe  of  Knowledge  ftrip  the  thorn. 

Thy  lively  Eloquence,  in  profe,  in  verfe. 

Still  keenly  bright,  and  elegantly  terfe. 

Flames  with  bold  fpirit ;  yet  is  idly  rafh  : 

Thy  promis’d  light  is  oft  a  dazzling  flalh  : 

Thy  wifdom  verges  to  farcaftic  fport. 

Satire  thy  joy  !  and  ridicule  thy  fort  /. 

But  the  gay  Qenius  of  the  Gallic  foil. 

Shrinking  from  fplemn  talks  of  ferious  toil. 

Thro’  every  fcene  his  playful  air  maintains. 

And  in  the  light  Memoir  unrival’d  reigns. 

Thy  Wits,  O  France  !  (as  e’en  thy  Critics  own) 

Support  not  Hiftory’s  majeftic  tone; 

1  hey,  like  thy  Soldiers,  want,  in  feats  of  length. 

The  perfevering  foul  of  Britilh  ftrength. 

Characters  of  Camden,  R  awleigh,  Clarendon,  Burnet^ 
Rapin,  Hume,  Lyttelton.  From  the  fam e. 

‘  -  1  N '  \ 

HAIL  to  thee,  Britain!  hail!  delightful  land  ! 

I  fpring  with  filial  joy  to  reach  thy  ftrand : 

And  thou  !  bleft  nourifher  of  Souls,  fublime 
As  e’er  immortaliz’d  their  native  clime. 

Rich  in  Poetic  treafures,  yet  excufe 

rI  he  trivial  offering  of  an  humble  Mufe, 

who  pants  to  add,  with  fears  by  love  o’ercome. 

Her  mite  of  Glory  to  thy  countlefs  fum  ! 

Vv'ith  vary’d  colours,  of  the  richeft  die. 

Fame’s  brilliant  banners  o’er  thy  Offspring  fly  5 
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In  native  Vigour  bold,  by  Freedom  led, 

No  path  of  Honour  have  they  fail’d  to  tread  : 

But  while  they  wifely  plan,  and  bravely  dare. 

Their  own  achievements  are  their  lateft  care. 

Fho’  Camden,  rich  in  Learning’s  various  llore. 
Sought  in  Tradition’s  mine  Truth’s  genuine  ore. 

The  wade  of  Hift’ry  lay  in  lifelefs  lhade, 

Tho’  Rawleigh’s  piercing  eye  that  world  furvey’d. 
Fho’  mightier  names  there  calf  a  cafual  glance. 

They  feem’d  to  faunter  round  the  field  by  chance. 
Till  Clarendon  arofe,  and  in  the  hour 
When  civil  Difcord  vvak’d  each  mental  Power, 

With  brave  defire  to  reach  this  dilfant  goal. 

Strain’d  all  the  vigour  of  his  manly  foul. 

Nor  Truth,  nor  Freedom’s  injur’d  Powers,  allow 
A  wreath  unfpotted  to  his  haughty  brow: 

Friendfhip’s  firm  fpirit  flill  his  fame  exalts. 

With  fweet  atonement  for  his  lefler  faults. 

His  pomp  of  phrafe,  his  period  of  a  mile. 

And  all  the  maze  of  his  bewilder’d  ftyle, 
illum’d  by  warmth  of  heart,  no  more  offend  : 

What  cannot  Taffe  forgive,  in  Falkland’s  friend? 
Nor  flow  his  praifes  from  this  Angle  fource; 

One  province  of  his  art  difplays  his  force  : 

His  Portraits  boaft,  with  features  ftrongly  like, 
The'foft  precifion  of  the  clear  Vandyke  : 

Tho’,  like  the  Painter,  his  faint  talents  yield. 

And  fink  embarrafs’d  in  the  Epic  field. 

Yet  fnall  his  labours  long  adorn  our  ifle. 

Like  the  proud  glories  of  fome  Gothic  pile : 

They,  tho’  conllrutted  by  a  Bigot’s  hand. 

Nor  nicely  finifh’d,  nor  corredlly  plan’d. 

With  folemn  Majeffy,  and  pious  Gloom, 

An  awful  influence  o’er  the  mind  aflume  5 
And  from  the  alien  eyes  of  every  fedt 
Attradl  obfervance,  and  command  refpedf. 

In  following  years,  when  thy  great  name,  Nassau  I 
Stampt  the  bleft  deed  of  Liberty  and  Law  ; 

When  clear,  and  guiltlefs  of  Gpprefiion’s  rage. 

There  rofe  in  Britain  an  Auguftan  age. 

And  cluffer’d  Wits,  by  emulation  bright. 

Diffus’d  o’er  A  nna’s  reign  their  mental  light; 

That  conftellation  feem’d,  tho’  ffrong  its  flame. 

To  want  the  fplendor  of  Hifforic  fame  : 

Yet  Burnet’s  page  may  lulling  glory  hope,  1 

Howe’er  infulted  by  the  fpleen  of  Pope. 

Tho’  his  rough  language  hafte  and  warmth  denote. 
With  ardent  Honefty  of  foul  he  wrote  $ 
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Tho’  critic  cenfures  on  bis  work  may  fhower, 

.Like  Faith,  his  freedom  has  a  faving  power. 

Nor  fnait  thou  want,  Rafin  !  thy  well -earn’d  praife 
The  fage  Po  lybius  thou  of  modern  days ! 

Thy  fword,  thy  pen,  have  both  thy  name  endear’d; 

This  join’d  our  arms,  and  that  our  dory  clear’d  : 

Thy  foreign  hand  difcharg’d  th?  Hiftorian’s  trull, 
Unfway’d  by  Party,  and  to  Freedom  juft. 

To  lettered  Fame  we  own  thy  fair  pretence. 

From  patient  Labour,  and  from  candid  Senfe. 

Vet  public  Favour,  ever  hard  to  fix, 
plew  from  thy  page,  as  heavy  and  prolix. 

For  foon,  emerging  from  the  Sophift’s  fchool. 

With  Spirit  eager^  yet  with  Judgment  cool. 

With  fubtle  fkill  to  fteal  upon  applaufe. 

And  give  falfe  vigour  to  the  weaker  caufe; 

To  paint  a  fpecipus  fcene  with  nice  ft  art, 

Retouch  the  whole,  and  varnifh  every  part; 

Graceful  in  Style,  in  Argument  acute; 

Mafter  of  every  trick  in  keen  Difpute ! 

With  thefe  ftrong  powers  to  form  a  winning  tale. 

And  hide  Deceit  in  Moderation’s  veil. 

High  on  the  pinnacle  of  Fafhion  plac’d, 

Hume  fhone  the  idol  of  Hiftoric  Tafle. 

Already,  pierced  by  Freedom’s  iearching  ray's. 

The  waxen  fabric  of  his  fame  decays,-— 
i  hink  not,  keen  Spirit!  that  thefe  hands  prefume 
I  o  tear  each  leaf  of  laurel  from  thy  tomb ! 

I  hefe  hands!  which,  if  a  heart  of  human  frame 
Gould  ftoop  to  harbour  that  ungenerous  aim. 

Would  ftdeld  thy  grave,  and  give,  with  guardian  care^ 
Each  type  of  Eloquence  to  fiourifti  there ! 

But  public  Love  commands  the  painful  tafte, 
iwom  the  pretended  Sage  to  ftrip  the  mak, 

Wlien  his  falfe  tongue,  averfe  to  Freedom’s  caufe. 
Profanes  the  fpirit  of  her  antient  laws. 

As  Afia’s  foothing  opiate  drugs,  by  Health, 

Shake  every  flackeird  nerve,  and  fap  the  health ; 
i  hy  writings  thus,  with  noxious  charms  refin’d. 

Seeming  to  foothe  its  ills,  unnerve  the  mind. 

While  the  keen  cunning  of  thy  hand  pretends 
*1  o  ftrike  alone  at  Party’s  abjeft  ends, 

0ur  nearts  more  free  from  Faction’s  weeds  we  feel. 

But  they  have  loft  the  flower  of  Patriot  zeal. 

Wild  as  thy  feeble  Metaphyfic  page, 

*  ny  Hift’ry  rambles  into  Sceptic  rage  ; 

Whole  giddy  and  fantaftic  dreams  abufe 
A  Hampden’s  Virtue,  and  a  Sh  akespe  ar.e’s  Mufe, 
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With  purer  fpirit,  free  from  party  ft  rife. 

To  foothe  his  evening  hour  of  honour’d  life. 

See  candid  Lyttelton  at  length  unfold 
The  deeds  of  liberty  in  days  of  old  ! 

Fond  of  the  theme,  and  narrative  with  age. 

He  winds  the  lengthen’d  tale  thro’  many  a  page 
But  there  the  beams  of  Patriot  Virtue  ftiine; 

There  Truth  and  Freedom  fandiify  the  line. 

And  laurels,  due  to  Civil  Wifdom,  lhield 
This  noble  Neftor  of  th’  Hiftoric  field. 

The  living  names,  who  there  dil'play  their  power. 

And  give  its  glory  to  the  prefent  hour, 

I  pafs  with  mute  regard  ;  in  fear  to  fail. 

Weighing  their  worth  in  a  fufpedted  fcale : 

Thy  right,  pofterity  !  I  facred  hold. 

To  fix  the  ftamp  on  literary  gold ; 

H left  !  if  this  lighter  ore,  which  I  prepare 
For  thy  fupreme  A  flay,  with  anxious  care. 

Thy  current  fan&ion  unimpeach’d  enjoy. 

As  only  tin&ur’d  with  a  flight  alloy  I 

O  N  D  F  A  U.  Sung  by  Mrs.  Barthelemon,  at  Ilanelagh, 

NIGHT  and  day  the  anxious  lover 
Is  attentive  to  the  fair. 

Till  the  doubtful  courtfhip’s  over : 

Is  flie  then  fo  much  his  care  ? 

♦ 

Warm  as  Summer  his  addrefles, 

Hope  and  ardour’s  in  his  eyes.* 

Cool  as  Winter  his  careftes. 

When  fhe  yields  his  captive  prize* 

Now  the  owner  of  her  beauty. 

Sees  no  more  an  Angel  face; 

|Lalf  is  love,  the  reft  is  duty: 

Pleafure  .Cure  is  in  the  chace. 
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Anecdotes  of  Painting  in  England ; 
with  fame  Account  of  the  principal 
Artifts,  attd  incidental  Notes  on 
ether  Arts  ;  collected  hy  the  late 
Mr.  George  Vertue ;  and  now 
dig  fed  and  puhlijhed  front  his 
original  MSS.  hy  Mr.  Horace 
W a! pole.  Vol,  3 d.  and  yth . 

WJ  E  are  indebted  to  our  rea- 
f  f  ders  a  long  arrear  on  the 
account  of  the  honourable  editor 
of  tbefe  memoirs.  The  two  Jirft 
volumes  were  publifhed  in  the  year 
1762  :  and  a  fhort..  view  of  the 
compiler’s  plan,  together  with  our 
opinion  of  the  judicious  and  live¬ 
ly  manner  in  which  it  was  exe¬ 
cuted,  were  given  in  the  Annual 
Regider  of  that  date.  The  third 
volume  came  out  the  following; 
year;  but  the  account  of  it  was 
deferred  till  the  publication  of  the 
fourth  and  lad,  which  was  then 
promHed,  and  for  which  we  have 
waited  with  all  the  impatience, 
that  the  lingular  merit  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  parts  had,  we  believe,  very 
generally  excited. 

But,  h  ow  much  foever  we  may 
have  fullered  from  this  delay  in  the 
gratification  of  our  curiofity,  the 
motives  that  occafioned  it  cannot 
be  fufficiently  commended.  Mr. 
Walpole,  whofe  humanity  and  be¬ 
nevolence  are  as  much  admired  in 
private  life*  as  are  his  fine  genius 


and  lively  talents  are  by  the  public, 
was  unwilling,  as  he  himfelf  in¬ 
forms  us,  “  to  utter  even  gentle 
cenfures,  which  might  wound  the 
affedions,  or  offend  the  prejudices, 
of  thofe  related  to  perfons,  whom 
truth  forbad  him  to  commend 
beyond  their  merits,  — -  As  he 
could  not  therefore  refolve,  like 
moll  biographies,  to  difpenfe  uni- 
verbal  panegyric,  the  publication  of 
this  laid  volume,  which  contains 
the  lives  of  artids  in  the  two  late 
reigns,  though  it  had  been  long 
written,  and  even  printed,  was 
deferred,  from  motives  of  tender- 
nefs  towards  their  furviving  friends 
and  relations.”  To  rilk  the  tide 
of  popular  curiofity  would  have 
been  a  dangerous  experiment  in  an 
author  of  doubtful  reputation.  On 
the  other  hand,  to  facrifice  a  long 
period  of  certain  fame  to  the  gra¬ 
tification  of  a  private  fatisfadion, 
was  dill  lefs  to  be  expected  from 
the  vanity  of  an  applauded  fa¬ 
vourite.  But  Mr.  Walpole’s  ge¬ 
nius  and  virtues  make  him  fupe- 
rior  to  both  thefe  confiderations  5 
and  he  knows  that  men  of  true 
tade  will  not  lefs  admire  the  be¬ 
neficent  exertions  of  the  one,  than 
the  mod  brilliant  produdions  of 
the  other. 

The  fird  of  the  volumes  now 
before  us  commences  with  the 
reign,  of  Charles  the  fecond,  “  The 
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arts,  fays  this  fpirited  writer,  were 
in  a  manner  expelled  with  the 
royal  family  from  Britain.  The 
anecdotes  of  a  civil  war  are  the 
hillory  of  deftru£lion.  In  all  ages, 
the  mob  have  vented  their  hatred 
to  tyrants,  on  the  pomp  of  tyran¬ 
ny.  The  magnificence,  the  people 
*  have  envied,  they  grow  to  deteft  ; 
and  millaking  confequences  for 
caufes,  the  firll  objects  of  their 
fury  are  the  palaces  of  their  maf- 
ters.  If  religion  is  thrown  into 
the  quarrel,  the  moll  innocent  arts 
are  catalogued  with  fins.  This 
was  the  cafe  in  phe  ccntefis  be¬ 
tween  Charles  and  his  parliament. 
As  he  had  blended  affedlion  to  the 
fciences  with  a  lull  of  power,  non- 
fenle  and  ignorance  were  adopted 
into  the  liberties  of  the  fubjedl. 
Painting  became  idolatry,  monu¬ 
ments  were  deemed  carnal  pride, 
and  a  venerable  cathedral  feemed 
equally  contradictory  to  Magna 
Charta  and  the  Bible.  Learning 
and  wit  were  conllrued  to  be  lo 
heathen,  that  one  would  have 
thought  the  Holy  Gholl  could  en¬ 
dure  nothing  above  a  pun.  What 
the  fury  of  Henry  the  Vlllth  had 
fpared,  was  condemned  by  the 
Puritans:  Ruin  was  their  harveft, 
and  they  gleaned  after  the  refor¬ 
mers.  Had  they  countenanced 
any  of  the  fofter  arts,  what  could 
thofe  arts  have  reprefented  ?  How 
piClurefque  was  the  figure  of  an 
.Anabaptill  ?  but  fe&aries  have  no 
oftenfible  enjoyments ;  their  plea- 
fures  are  private,  comfortable,  and 
grofs.  The  arts  that  civilize  fo- 
ciety,  are  not  calculated  for  men 
who  mean  to  rife  on  the  ruins  of 
eflablifhed  order.  Jargon  and  au- 
Lerities  are  the  weapons  that  bell 
fejve  the  purpofes  of  herefiarcs  and 
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innovators.  The  fciences  have  been 
excommunicated,  from  the  Gnof- 
tics  to  Mr.  Whitfield. 

“  The  relloration  of  royalty 
brought  back  the  arts,  not  tafie. 
Charles  the  II d  had  a  turn  to  me¬ 
chanics,  but  to  none  of  the  politer 
fciences.  He  had  learned  to  draw 
in  his  youth.  In  the  imperial  li¬ 
brary  at  Vienna  is  a  view  of  the 
Me  of  Jerfey,  defigned  by  him. 
But  he  was  too  indolent  to  amufe 
himfelf.  He  introduced  the  fa- 
fhions*  of  the  court  of  France, 
without  its  elegance.  He  had  feen 
Louis  the  XIVth  countenance  Cor¬ 
neille,  Moliere,  and  Boileau,  who 
forming  themfelves  on  the  models 
of  the  ancients,  feemed  by  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  their  writings  to  have  llu- 
died  in  Sparta.  Charles  found  as 
much  genius  at  home,  but  how 
licentious,  how  indelicate  was  the 
File  he  permitted  or  demanded! 
Dryden’s  tragedies  are  a  compound 
of  bomball  and  heroic  oblcenitv, 
inclofed  in  the  moll  beautiful  num¬ 
bers,  If  Wycherley  had  nature,  it 
is  nature  Hark  naked.  The  pain¬ 
ters  of  that  a o-e  veiled  it  but  little 

o 

more.  Sir  Peter  Lely  fcarce  Lives 
appearances  but  by  a  bit  of  fringe 
or  embroidery.  His  nymphs,  ge- 
rally  repofed  on  the  turf,  are  too 
wanton  and  too  magnificent  to  be 
taken  for  any  thing  but  maids  of 
honour.  Yet  fantallic  as  his  com- 
pofitions  feem,  they  were  pretty 
much  in  the  drefs  of  the  times,  as 
it  is  evident  by  a  Puritan  tradl 
publifhed  in  1678,  and  intituled 
<c  Juft  and  Reafonable  Reprehenftons 
of  Naked  Breafls  and  Shoulders N 
The  court  had  gone  a  good  way 
beyond  the  fafhion  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  reign,  when  the  gallantry  in. 
vogue  was  to  wear  a  lock  of  fome 

favourite 
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favourite  object ;  and  yet  Prynne 
bad  thought  that  mode  fo  damn¬ 
able,  'that  he  publilhed  an  abfurd 
piece  again  ft  it,  called  The  Un~ 
louelinefs  of  hove -locks  *. 

“  The  fe&aries  in  oppofuion 
to  the  king,  had  run  into  the  ex¬ 
treme  againft  politenefs  :  The  new 
court,  to  indemnify  themfelves  and 
mark  averfton  to  their  rigid  adver- 
faries,  took  the  other  extreme ; 
Elegance  and  delicacy  were  the 
point  from  which  both  iides  ftarted 
different  ways ;  and  tafte  was  as 
little  fought  by  the  men  of  wit, 
as  by  thofe  who  called  themfelves 
the  men  of  God.  .  The  latter 
thought  that  to  demolifh  was  to 
reform  ;  the  others,  that  ridicule 
was  the  only  rational  corre&ive ; 
and  thus,  while  one  party  deftroyed 
all  order,  and  the  other  gave  a 
loofe  to  diforder,  no  wonder  the 
age  produced  no  work  of  art,  that 
was  worthy  of  being  preferved  by 
polierity.  Yet  in  a  hiftory  of  the 
arts,  as  in  other  hiftories,  the  times 
of  confufton  and  barbarifni  muft 
have  their  place,  to  preferve  the 
connexion,  and  to  afcertain  the 
ebb  and  How  of  genius.  One  likes 
to  fee  through  what  clouds  broke 

forth  the  age  of  Auguftus.” - 

— • ec  The  lhort  and  tempeftuous 
reign  of  James,  fays  our  author, 
though  he  himfelffeems  to  have  had 
much  inclination  to  them,  afforded 
iraall  encouragement  to  the  arts. 
.His  religion  was  notof acomplexion 
to  exclude  decoration  ;  but  four 
years,  crouded  with  infurrediions, 
profecutions,  innovations,  were  not 


likely  to  make  a  figure  in  a  hiftory 

of  painting.” - 

—King  William  follows  next 
in  order.  “  This  prince,  he  ob- 
ferves,  like  mod  of  thofe  in  our 
annals,  contributed  nothing  to 
the  advancement  of  arts.  He  was 
born  in  a  country  where  tafte  never 
flourifhed,  and  nature  had  not 
given  it  him  as  an  embellifhment 
of  his  great  qualities.  He  courted 
fame,  but  none  of  her  minifters. 
Holland  owed  its  prefervation  to 
his  heroic  virtue  ;  England  its  li¬ 
berty  to  his  ambition  ;  Europe  its 
independence  to  his  competition 
with  Louis  the  XIVth  ;  for  how¬ 
ever  unfuccefsful  in  the  conteft, 
the  very  ftruggle  was  falutary.  Be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  draw  all  his  re- 
fources  from  himfelf,  and  not  con¬ 
tent  to  acquire  glory  by  proxy,  he 
had  no  leifure,  like  his  rival,  to 
prefide  over  the  regifters  of  his 
fame.  He  fought  his  own  battles, 
infteadof  chooling  mottoes  for  the 
medals  that  recorded  them ;  and 
although  my  Lord  Hallifax  pro- 
mifed  him  that  his  wound,  in  the 
battle  of  the  Boyne, 

Should  run  for  ever  purple  in  our  looms, 

his  rnajefty  certainly  did  not  be- 
fpeak  a  fingle  fuit  of  tapeftry  in 
memory  of  the  adlion.  In  Eng¬ 
land  he  met  with  nothing  but  dif- 
gufts.  He  underftood  little  of  the 
nation,  and  feems  to  have  adled 
too  much  upon  a  plan  formed  be¬ 
fore  he  came  over  ;  and,  however 
neceffary  to  his  early  fituation, 
little  adapted  to  fo  peculiar  a  peo- 


*  At  the  fale  of  the  late  Lady  Worfely,  about  feven  or  eight  years  ago, 
was  tjve  portrait  of  the  Duchefs  of  Somerfet,  daughter  to  Robert  Earl  of  Eftex 
(QWjiraheth’s  Favourite),  with  a  lock  of  her  father’s  hair  hanging  on  hey 
neck,  and  the  lock  iti'elf  was  in  the  fame  auction.” 
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pie  as  the  Englifh.  He  thought 
that  valour  and  taciturnity  would 
conquer  or  govern  the  world,  and 
vainly  imagining  his  new  fubjefts 
loved  liberty  better  than  party,  he 
trufted  to  their  feeling  gratitude 
for  a  bleffing,  which  they  could 
not  help  feeing  was  conferred  a 
little  for  his  own  fake.  Referved, 
unfociable,  ill  in  his  health,  and 
foured  by  his  fituation,  he  fought 
none  of  thofe  amufements  that 
make  the  hours  of  the  happy  much 
happier.  If  we  mull  except  the 
palace  at  Hampto-n  Court,  at  leaft 
it  is  no  monument  of  his  tafte  ;  it 
feems  eredled  in  emulation  of  what 
it  certainly  was  meant  to  imitate, 
the  pompous  edifices  of  the  French 
monarch.  We  aie  told  that 

- Great  NafTau  to  Kneller’s  hand 

decreed 

•To  fix  him  graceful  on  the  bounding 
deed. 

In  general  I  believe  his  majelly 
patronized  neither  painters  nor  * 
poets,  though  he  was  happy  in  the 
latter — but  the  cafe  is  different ;  a 
great  prince  may  have  a  Garth,  a 
Prior,  a  Montagu,  and  want  Titi¬ 
ans  and  Vandycks,  if  he  encou¬ 
rages  neither — You  mu  ft  add  refs 
yourfelf  to  a  painter  if  you  wifh 
to  be  flattered — A  poet  brings  his 
incenfe  to  you.  Mary  feems  to 
have  had  little  more  propenfity  to 
the  arts  than  the  king  :  the  good 
queen  loved  to  work  and  talk,  and 
contented  herfelf  with  praying  to 
God  that  her  hufband  might  be  a 
great  hero,  fmee  he  did  not  choofe 

So  be  a  fond  hufband. - 

— Of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne 


OF  BOOKS. 

fo  illuftrated  by  heroes,  he  obferves, 
that  it  tc  was  not  equally  fortu¬ 
nate  in  artifts.  Except  Kneller, 
fcarce  a  painter  of  note.  Weft- 
ininfter-Abbey  teftifies  there  was 
no  eminent  ftatuaries.  One  man 
there  was  who  diigraced  this  period 
by  his  architecture  as  much  as  he 
enlivened  it  by  his  wit  ;  formed  to 
pleafe  both  Auguftus  and  an 
Egyptian  monarch,  who  thought 
nothing  preferved  fame  like  a  folid 
mafs  of  ftone,  he  produced  a  Re- 
lapfe  and  Blenheim.  Party,  that 
fharpened  the  genius  of  the  age, 
difhonoured  it  too.  A  halfpenny 
print  of  Sacheverel  would  have 
been  preferred  to  a  fketch  of  Ra¬ 
phael.  Lord  Sunderland  and  Lord 
Oxford  collected  books,  the  Duke 
of  Devonfhire  and  Lord  Pembroke, 
pictures,  medals,  ifatues  :  The 
performance  of  the  time  had  little 
pretenfions  to  be  admitted  into 

fuch  cabinets.” - 

— The  fourth  volume  opens  with 
George  the  firft.  “  We  are  now 
arrived,”  fays  Mr.  Walpole,  <(  at 
the  period,  in  which  the  arts  were 
funk  to  the  Joweft  ebb  in  Britain. 
From  the  ftifFnefs  introduced  by 
Holbein  and  the  Flemifti  mafters, 
who  not  only  laboured  under  the 
timidity  of  the  new  art,  but  who 
faw  nothing  but  the  ftarch  and  un~ 
pliant  habits  of  the  times,  we  were 
fallen  into'a  loofe,  and,  if  I  may 
ufe  the  word,  a  dijjolute  kind  of 
painting,  which  was  not  lefs  bar¬ 
barous  than  the  oppofite  extreme,, 
and  yet  had  not  the  merit  of  re- 
prefenting  even  the  dreffes  of  the 
age.  Sir  Godfrey  Kneller  ftill 
lived,  bat  only  in  name,  which  he 


*  King  William  had  fo  little  leifure  to  attend  to,  or  fo  little  difpofition  to 
men  of  wit,  that  when.  St.  Evremont  was  introduced  to  him,  the  king  laid 
coldly,  “  I  think  you  was  a  major- general  in  tire  French  fervice.” 

proftituted 


222  ANNUAL  REGISTER,  1780. 


prodit.uted  by  fufFering  the  moil 
wretched  daubings  of  hired  fubfti- 
tutes  to  pafs  for  his  works,  while 
at  mod;  he  gave  himfeif  the  trouble 
of  taking  the  likened  of  the  per- 
loa  who  fat  to  him.  His  bold  and 
free  manner  was  the  foie  admira¬ 
tion  of  his  fuccefler?,  who  thought 
they  had  caught  his  ftyle,  when 
they  neglected  drawing,  probabi¬ 
lity,  and  finifhing.  Rneller  had 
exaggerated  the  curls  of  full-bot¬ 
tomed  wigs  and  the  tiaras  of  rib¬ 
bands,  lace  and  hair,  till  he  had 
ft  ruck  out  a  graceful  kind  of  un¬ 
natural  grandeur  ;  but  the  fucceed- 
ing  modes  were  Hill  1  efs  favour¬ 
able  to  pi&urefque  imagination. 
The  habits  of  the  time  were  fhrunk 
to  awkward  coats  and  vvaiftcoats 
for  the  men  ;  and  for  the  women, 
to  tight-laced  gowns,  round  . hoops, 
and  half  a  dozen  fqueezed  plaits 
of  linen,  to  which  dangled  behind 
two  unmeaning  pendants,  called 
lappets,  not  half  covering  their 
ft  rait- drawn  hair.  Dahl,  Dagar, 
Richardlon,  Jervas,  and  others, 
rebuffed  with  fuch  barbarous  forms, 
and  not  poffefiing  genius  enough 
to  deviate  from  what  they  Taw  into 
graceful  variations,  cloathed  all 
their  perfbnages  with  a  loofe  dra¬ 
pery  and  airy  mantles,  which  not 
only  were  not,  but  could  not  be 
the  drefs  of  any  age  or  nation.  To 
little  were  they  adapted  to  cover 
the  limbs,  to  exhibit  any  form,  or 
to  adhere  to  the  perfon,  which 
they  fcarce  enveloped,  and  from 
which  they  mull  fall  on  the  lead 
motion.  As  thofe  cafual  lappings 
and  flowing  dreamers  wereimitated 
from  nothing,  they  feldom  have 
any  folds  or  chiaro  Tcuro ;  ana¬ 
tomy  and  colouring  being  equally 
forgotten.  Linen,  from  what  oeco- 
ftomy  I  know  not,  is  feldom  allowed 


in  thofe  portraits,  even  to  the  la# 
dies,  who  lean  carelefly  on  a  bank, 
and  play  with  a  parrot  they  do  noE 
look  at,  under  a  tranquillity  which 
ill  accords  with  their  Teeming  fitu- 
ation,  the  flightnefs  of  their  veft- 
ment  and  thelanknefs  of  their  hair 
having  the  appearance  of  their 
being  juft  rifen  from  the  bath,  and 
of  having  found  none  of  their 
cloaths  to  put  on,  but  a  loofe 
gown.  Architecture  was  perverted 
to  meer  houfe-buiiding,  where  it 
retained  not  a  little  of  Vanbrugh; 
and  if  employed  on  churches,  pro¬ 
duced  at  belt  but  corrupt  and  taw¬ 
dry  imitations  of  Sir  Chriftopher 
Wren.  Statuary  full  lefs  deferved 
the  name  of  an  art. 

The  new  monarch  was  void  of 
fade,  and  not  likely  at  an  advanced 
age  to  encourage  the  embellifh- 
ment  of  a  country,  to  which  he 
had  little  partiality,  and  with  the 
face  of  which  he  had  few  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  getting  acquainted; 
though  had  he  been  better  known, 
he  mull  have  grown  the  delight  of 
it,  pofieffing  all  that  plain  good- 
humoured  ftmplicity  and  focial  in¬ 
tegrity,  which  peculiarly  diftin- 
gui flies  the  honejl  Englijh  private 
gentleman.  Like  thofe  patriots,  it 
was  more  natural  to  George  the 
firft  to  be  content  with,  or  ever! 
partial  to  whatever  he  found  eftab- 
lifhed,  than  to  leek  for  improve¬ 
ment  and  foreign  ornament.  But 
the  arts,  when  neglected,  always 
degenerate.  Encouragement  mud 
keep  them  up,  or  a  genius  revivify 
them.  Neither  happened  under 
the  firft  of  the  houfe  of  BrunfwicT 

Ha  ving  finilhed  the  reign  of 
George  the  fird,  “  it  is  with 
complacency,  fays  the  author,  I 
enter  upon  a  more  fhining  period 
in  the  hiftory  of  arts,  upon  a  ne\lr 
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rcra ;  for  though  painting  made 
but  feeble  efforts  towards  advance¬ 
ment,  yet  it  was  in  the  reign  of 
George  the  fecond  that  architecture 
revived  in  antique  purity  ;  and 
that  an  art  unknown  to  every  age 
and  climate  not  only  llarted  into 
being,  but  advanced  with  mafter- 
keps  to  vigorous  perfection  ;  I 
mean,  the  art  of  gardening,  or  as 
I  fhould  chufe  to  call  it,  the  art  of 
creating  laadjcape .  Ryfbrack  and 
Roubiliac  redeemed  katuary  from 
reproach,  and  engraving  began  to 
demand  better  painters,  whofe 
works  it  might  imitate.  The  king, 
it  is  true,  had  little  propenfity  to 
refined  pleafures ;  but  queen  Ca¬ 
roline  was  ever  ready  to  reward 
merit,  and  wifhed  to  have  their 
reign  illullrated  by  monuments  of 
genius.  She  enfhrined  Newton, 
Boyle,  and  Locke:  fhe  employed 
Kent,  and  fat  to  Zincke.  Pope 
might  have  enjoyed  her  favour, 
and  Swift  had  it  at  firk,  till  info- 
lent  under  the  mafk  of  indepen¬ 
dence  ;  and  not  content  without 
domineering  over  her  politics,  fhe 
abandoned  him  to  his  ill-humour, 
and  to  the  vexation  of  that  mif- 
guided  and  difappointed  ambition, 
that  perverted  and  preyed  on  his 
excellent  genius. 

To  have  an  exaCt  view  of  fo 
long  a  reign  as  that  of  George  the 
fecond,  it  mud  be  remembered 
that  many  of  the  artifhs  already 
recorded  lived  pak  the  beginning 
of  it,  and  were  principal  perfor¬ 
mers.  Thus  the  kyle  that  had 
predominated  both  in  painting  and 
architecture  in  the  two  preceding 
reigns,  kill  exilled  during  the  frit 
years  of  the  late  king,  and  may  be 
confidered  as  the  remains  of  the 
fchools  of  Dahl  and  Sir  Godfrey 
Kr.eller,  and  of  Sir  Chrikopher 
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Wren.  Ri chard fon  and  Jerras, 
Gibbs  and  Campbell,  were  kill  at 
the  head  of  their  refpective  pro- 
fefhons.  Each  art  improved,  be'- 
fore  the  old  profeffors  left  the  ftage. 
Vanloo  introduced  a  bet  er  ftyle 
of  draperies,  which  by  the  help  of 
Vanaken  became  common  to  and 
indeed  the  fame  in  the  works  of 
ahnoft  all  our  painters  ;  and  Leon:, 
by  publishing  and  imitating  Pal¬ 
ladio,  difencumbered  architecture 
from  fome  of  the  weight  with 
which  it  had  been  overloaded. 
Kent,  Lord  Burlington,  and  Lord 
Pembroke,  though  the  two  firft 
were  no  foes  to  heavy  ornaments* 
reftored  every  other  grace  to  that 
impofmg  fcience,  and  left  the  art 
in  poffekion  of  all  its  rights — yet 
kill  Mr.  Adam  and  Mr.  Chambers 
were  wanting  to  give  it  perfeCt  de¬ 
licacy.  The  reign  was  not  clofed, 
when  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  ran- 
fomed  portrait-painting  from  ink- 
pidity,  and  would  have  excelled 
the  greateft  makers  in  that  branch, 
if  his  colouring  were  as  laking,  as 
his  take  and  imagination  are  in- 
exhaukible.” 

We  cannot  clofe  thefe  extraCh 
without  adding  one  more,  in  which 
Mr.  W.  has  done  jukice  to  the 
merits  of  our  living  artiks,  with 
the  fame  take  and  discernment* 
that  he  has  appreciated  the  value 
of  their  predeceffors — In  an  adver- 
tifement  prefixed  to  the  lak  vo¬ 
lume,  he  acquaints  us  that  “  The 
work  is  carried  as  far  as  the  author 
intended  to  go,  though  he  is  fen- 
fible  he  could  continue  it  with 
more  fatisfaClion  to  himielf,  as  the 
arts,  at  leak  thofe  of  painting  and 
architecture,  are  emerging  from 
the  wretched  kate  in  which  they 
lay  at  the  aeceffion  of  George  the 
firk.  To  architecture,  take  and 
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vigour  were  given  by  lord  Bur¬ 
lington  and  Kent - 'They  have 

fucceftcrs  worthy  of  the  tone  they 
gave  ;  if,  as  refinement  generally 
verges  to  extreme  contrarieties, 
Kent’s  ponderofity  does  not  dege¬ 
nerate  into  fi  Hi  grain  e— But  the 
modern  Pantheon,  uniting  gran¬ 
deur  and  lightnefs,  limplicity  and 
ornament,  feems  to  have  marked 
the  medium,  where  tafte  mull:  hop. 
The  architect  who  fhall  endeavour 
to  refine  on  Mr.  Wyat,  will  per¬ 
haps  give  date  to  the  age  of  em¬ 
broidery.  Virgil,  Longinus  and 
Vitruvius  afford  no  rules,  no  ex¬ 
amples,  of  fcattering  finery. 

This  delicate  redundance  of 
ornament  growing  into  our  archi¬ 
tecture  might  perhaps  be  checked, 
if  our  ar tilts  would  ftudy  the  fub- 
lirne  dreams  of  Piraneii,  who  feems 
to  have  conceived  vifions  of  Rome 
beyond  what  it  boafled  even  in  the 
meridian  of  its  fplendor.  Savage 
as  Salvator  Rofa,  fierce  as  Michael 
Angelo,  and  exuberant  as  Rubens, 
he  has  imagined  feenes  that  would 
flartle  geometry,  and  exhaull  the 
Indies  to  realize.  Pie  piles  palaces 
on  bridges,  and  temples  on  pa¬ 
laces,  and  feales  Heaven  with 


mountains  of  edifices.  Yet  what 
tafte  in  his  boldnefs !  what  gran¬ 
deur  in  his  wihinefs  !  what  labour 
and  thought  both  in  his  rafhnefs 
and  details  i  Architecture,  indeed* 
has  in  a  manner  two  fexes ;  its 
mafeuline  dignity  can  only  exert 
its  mufcles  in  public  works  and  at 
public  expence  ;  its  fofter  beauties 
come  better  within  the  compafs  of 
private  refidence  and  enjoyment. 

How  painting  has  rekindled 
from  its  embers,  the  works  of 
many  living  artifts  demonftrate. 
The  prints  after  the  works  of  Sii* 
Jofhua  Reynolds  have  fpread  his 
fame  to  Italy,  where  they  have  not 
at  prefent  a  Tingle  painter  that  carl 
pretend  to  rival  an  imagination  fa 
fertile,  that  the  attitudes  of  his 
portraits  are  as  *  various  as  thofe 
oi  hiflory.  In  what  age  were  pa¬ 
ternal  defpair  and  the  horrors  of 
death  pronounced  with  more  ek« 
preffive  accents  than  in  his  pi&ure 
of  Count  Ugolino  f  When  was  in¬ 
fantine  loveiinefs,  or  embrio-paf- 
lions,  touched  with  fweeter  truth 
than  in  his  portraits  of  Mifs  Price 
and  the  baby  Jupiter?  What  frank- 
nefs  of  nature  in  Mr.  Gainfbo- 
rough’s  landfcapes  ;  which  may 


Sir  J.  Reynolds  has  been  accufed  of  plagiarifm  for  having  borrowed  atti¬ 
tudes  ft  om  ancient  mailers.  Not  only  candour  but  critieifm  mu  ft  deny  the 
force  of  the  charge.  When  a  (ingle  pafture  is  imitated  from  an  hiftoric  piClure 
and  applied  to  a  portrait  in  a  different  drefs  and  with  new  attributes.  This  is 
not  plagiarifm,  but  quotation  :  and  a  quotation  from  a  great  author,  with  a 
novel  application  of  the  fenfe,  has  always  been  allowed  to  be  an  mftancc  of 
parts  and  tafte ;  and  may  have  more  merit  than  the  original.  When  the  fonS 
of  Jacob  impofed  on  their  father  by  a  falfe  coat  of  Joieph,  faying,  “  Know 
now  whether  This  be  thy  ton’s  coat  or  not,”  they  only  afked  a  deceitful  quef- 
tion— - — but  that  interrogation  became  wit,  when  Rickard  ift.  on  the  pope  re¬ 
claiming  a  biftiop  whom  the  king  had  taken  prifoner  in  battle,  fent  him  the 
prelate  s  coat  of  mail,  and  in  the  words  of  feripture  afked  his  holinefs,  whether 
Thai  was  the  coat  of  his  fon  or  not  ?  Is  not  there  humour  and  fatire  in  Sir 
Jofhua’s  reducing  Holbein’s  fwaggering  and  coloffal  haughtinefs  of  Henry  8th* 
to  the  boyifh  jollity  of  mafter  Crewe  ? — One  prophecy  I  will  venture  to  make  5 
Six  Jofhua  is  not  a  plagiary,  but  will  beget  a  thoufand.  The  exuberance  of 
feis  invention  will  be  the  grammar  of  future  painters  of  portrait. 

entitle 
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entitle  them  to  rank  in  the  nobled 
collections !  What  genuine  humour 
in  Zaffanii’s  comic  feenes  ;  which 
do  not,  like  the  works  of  Dutch 
and  Flemifh  painters,  invite  laugh¬ 
ter  to  divert  itfelf  with  the  naitieft 
indelicacy  of  boors  ! 

Such  topics  would  pleafe  a  pen 
that  delights  to  do  jultice  to  its 
country — but  the  author  has  for¬ 
bidden  himfelf  to  treat  of  living; 
profeffors.  Pofterity  appreciates 
impartially  the  works  of  the  dead. 
To  pollerity  he  leaves  the  continu¬ 
ation  of  thefe  volumes ;  and  re¬ 
commends  to  the  lovers  of  arts  the 
induftry  of  Mr.  Vertue,  who  pre- 
ferved  notices  of  all  his  cotempo¬ 
raries,  as  he  had  colleCled  of  pad 
ages,  and  thence  gave  birth  to  this 
work.  [In  that  fupplement  will 
not  be  forgotten  the  wonderful  pro- 
grefs  in  miniature  of  Lady  Lucan, 
who  has  arrived  at  copying  the 
mod  exquifice  works  of  Ifaac  and 
Peter  Oliver,  Hofkins  and  Cooper, 
with  a  genius  that  almod  depre¬ 
ciates  thofe  maders,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  they  fpent  their  lives  in 
attaining  perfection  ;  and  who, 
foaring  above  their  moded  timi¬ 
dity,  has  transferred  the  vigour  of 
Raphael  to  her  copies  in  water¬ 
colours.  There  will  be  recorded 
the  living  etchings  of  Mr.  H.  Bun- 
bury,  the  fecond  Hogarth,  and 
fird  imitator  who  ever  fully  equal¬ 
led  his  original  ;  and  who,  like 
Hogarth,  has  more  humour  when 
he  invents,  than  when  he  iilu- 
drates  * - probably  becaufe  ge¬ 

nius  can  draw  from  the  fources  of 
nature  with  more  fpirit  than  from 
the  ideas  of  another.  Has  any 
painter  ever  executed  a  feene,  a 
character  of  Shakefpear,  that  ap¬ 


proached  to  the  prototype  fo  neat' 
as  Shakefpear  himfelf  attained  to 
nature  ?  Yet  is  there  a  pencil  in  a 
living  hand  as  capable  of  pro¬ 
nouncing  the  paffions  as  our  un¬ 
equalled  poet;  a  pencil  not  only 
infpired  by  his  infight  into  nature, 
but  by  the  graces  and  tade  of 
Grecian  artids — but  it  is  not  fair 
to  excite  the  curiofity  of  the  public* 
when  both  the  rank  and  bafhful 
merit  cf  the  pofTeflor,  and  a  too 
rare  exertion  of  fuperior  talents* 
confine  the  proofs  to  a  narrow 
circle.  Whoever  has  feen  the 
drawings,  and  bafreliefs,  defigned 
and  executed  by  Lady  Diana  Beau- 
clerc,  is  fenfible  that  thefe  imper¬ 
fect  encomiums  are  far  fhort  of  the 
excellence  of  her  works.  Ller  por¬ 
trait  of  the  Duchefs  of  Devonfhire, 
in  feveral  hands, confirms  the 
truth  of  part  of  thefe  afiertions. 
The  nymph-like  fimplicity  of  the 
figure  is  equal  to  what  a  Grecian 
ftatuary  would  have  formed  for  a 
dryad  or  goddefs  of  a  river.  Bar- 
tolozzi’s  print  of  her  two  daugh¬ 
ters  after  the  drawing  of  the  fame 
lady,  is  another  fpecirnen  of  her 
fingular  genius  and  tade.  The 
gay  and  fportive  innocence  of  the 
younger  daughter,  and  the  demure 
application  of  the  elder,  are  as 
charaiteridically  contraded  as  Mil- 
ton’s  Allegro  and  Penferofo. 

The  hidoric  compcfitions  offered 
for  St.  Paul’s  by  fome  of  our  fird 
artids  feemed  to  difclofe  a  vifion 
of  future  improvement — a  period 
the  more  to  be  wifhed,  as  the 
wound  given  to  painting  through, 
the  fides  of  the  Rornilh  religion 
menaces  the  arts  as  well  as  idolatry 
—  unlefs  the  Methodids,  whole  ri¬ 
gour  feems  to  fofeen  and  adopt  the 


*  For  indance*  in  his  prints  to  Trilbram  Shandy. 
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artifices  of  the  Catholics,  [for  our 
itinerant  mountebanks  already  are 
fond  of  being  fainted  in  mezzo- 
tin  to,  as  well  as  their  Sc.  Bridgets 
and  Terefas]  fhould  borrow  the 
paraphernalia  of  enthuftafm  now 
waning  in  Italy,  and  fuperadd  the 
witchery  of  painting  to  that  of  mu- 
iic,  Whitfield’s  temples  encircled 
with  glory  may  convert  ruftics, 
who  have  never  heard  of  his  or 
Ignatius  Loyola’s  peregrinations. 
If  enthuftafm  is  to  revive,  and  ta¬ 
bernacles'  to  rife  as  convents  are 
dernolifhed,  may  we  not  hope  at 
lead;  to  fee  them  painted?  Le 
Sueur’s  cloyfter  at  Paris  makes 
feme  little  amends  for  the  impri- 
fonment  of  the  Carthuiians.  The 
abfurdity  of  the  legend  of  the  re¬ 
viving  canon  is  loft  in  the  amazing 
art  of  the  painter  ;  and  the  lalt 
fcene  of  St.  Bruno  expiring,  in 
which  are  exprefFed  all  the  ftages 
of  devotion  from  the  youngeft 
mind  impreffed  with  fear  to  the 
compofed  refignation  of  the  prior, 
is  perhaps  inferior  to  no  fingle  pic¬ 
ture  of  the  greateft  mailer.  If 
Raphael  died  young,  fo  did  Le 
Sueur  5  the  former  had  feen  the 
antique,  the  latter  only  prints 
from  Raphael  :  yet  in  the  .Char- 
treufe,  what  airs  of  heads  !'  what 
harmony  of  colouring  f  what  aerial 
perfpeCtive  !  How  Grecian  the 
fimplicity  of  architecture  and  dra¬ 
pery  !  How  diverfified  a  fingle 
quadrangle,  though  the  life  of  a 
hermit  be  the  only  fubjedl,  and 
devotion  the  only  pathetic  l  In 
ihort,  till  we  have  other  pi&ures 
than  portraits,  and’  painting  has 
ampler  fields  to  range  in  than  pri¬ 
vate  apartments,  it  is  in  vain  to 
expeCl  the  art  fnould  recover  its 
genuine  luftre.  Statuary  has  ftill 
lefs  encouragement.  Sepulchral 
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decorations  are  almoft  difufed  ;  and 
though  the  rage  for  portraits  is  at 
its  highefitide  both  in  pictures  and 
prints,  bulls  and  ilatues  are  never 
demanded.  We  feera  to  wilh  no 
longer  duration  to  the  monuments 
of  our  expence,  than  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Peru  and  Ruffia,  where 
edifices  are  calculated  to  laft  but  to 
the  next  earthquake  or  conflagra¬ 
tion.” 

From  thefe  extracts  our  readers 
will  perceive  that  Mr.  Walpole  has 
loft  nothing  of  that  lively  and 
f pin  ted  manner,  which  fo  ft  rongly 
mane  all  his  writings.  The  Effay 
on  Gardening,  which  we  have? 
given  at  large  in  the  former  part  of 
this  volume,  will  afford  a  lading 
proof  of  his  tafte  and  judgment. 

Befides  the  four  volumes  which 
we  have  now  gone  through,  Mr. 
Walpole  publifhed  fome  time  ago 
a  fupplemental  volume  on  engrav¬ 
ing,  of  which,  as  it  compleats  the 
author’s  plan,  it  may  be  necefiary 
to  infert  here  a  fhort  account.  It 
is  entitled — A  Catalogue  of  Engra¬ 
vers  njjho  have  been  born  or  refid ed  in 
England  ;  digefted  by  Mr.  Horace 
Walpole,  from  the  MSS.  of  Mr , 
George  Vertue  ;  to  nvhich  is  added y 
an  Account  of  the  Life  and  Works  cfi 
the  latter.  4 to. 

As  Mr.  Vertue  was  of  this  pro- 
fed!  on  himfelf,  we  may  have  the 
greater  confidence  in  the  induftry 
and  fidelity  with  which  thefe  ma¬ 
terials  have  been  collected.  Such 
particulars  of  the  lives  of  the  fe- 
veral  artifts,  as  their  general  ob~ 
fcurity  has  fullered  to  remain,  are 
recorded  •  and  as  accurate  lifts  of 
their  works,  whenever  they  could 
be  obtained,  together  with  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  merits,  are  added, 
this  work  muft  be  of  lingular  ufe 
to  the  collectors-  of  this  fpecies  of 
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Virtu.  Wefihall  now  take  leave  of 
oar  author  with  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  the  origin  of  the  art  of  en¬ 
graving,  and  of  its  introduction 
into  England. 

O  , 

“  When  the.monarchs  of  Egypt 
ereCted  thole  ftupendous  maltes, 
the  pyramids,  for  no  other  ufe  but 
to  record  their  names,  they  little 
fufpeCted  that  a  weed  growing  by 
the  Nile  would  one  day  be  con¬ 
verted  into  more  durable  regifters 
of  fame  than  quarries  of  marble 
and  granite.  Yet  when  paper  had 
been  invented,  what  ages  rolled 
away  before  it  was  defined  to  its 
belt  fervice.  It  is  equally  amufing 
to  obferve  what  obvious  artsefcape 
our  touch,  and  how  quickly  various 
channels  are  deduced  from  a  foUrce 
when  once  opened.  This  was  the 
cafe  of  the  prefs  :  Printing  was  not 
difcovered  till  about  the  year  1430  : 
In  thirty  years  more  it  was  applied 
to  the  multiplication  of  drawings. 
Authors  had  fcarce  feen  that  faci¬ 
lity  of  difperfmg  their  works,  be¬ 
fore  painters  received  an  almofl 
equal  advantage.  To  each  Was 
endlefs  fame  in  a  manner  infured, 
if  they  had  merit  to  challenge  it. 
With  regard  to  prints,  the  new 
difcovery  alfociated  the  profefibrs 
m  fome  degree  with  the  great  maf- 
ters  whofe  works  they  copied. 
This  intimate  connection  between 
printers  and  engravers  makes  fome 
account  of  the  latter  a  neceifary 
fupplement  to  the  hiftory  of  the 
former.  But  if  this  country  has 

,  J  , 

not  produced  many  men  of  genius 
in  the  nobler  branch,  it  has  been 
ftili  more  deficient  in  excellent  en¬ 
gravers.  Mr.  Vertue  had  been 
alike  indultrious  in  hunting  after 
monuments  of  the  latter  profeffion  ; 
he  wa$  of  it  him felf ;  but  as  the 
artifts  were  lefs  iliullrious,  his  la- 


OF  BOOKS.  227 

bour  was  by  far  more  unfuccefsfuL 
Till  the  arrival  of  Hollar  the  art 
of  engraving  was  in  England  al- 
rholi  confined  to  portraits.  Vertue 
thought  what  was  produced  here, 
before  the  reign  of  King  James, 
of  lo  little  confequence,  that  in  a 
fketch  which  he  had  made  for  a 
beginning,  he  profefTedly  dates  his 
account  from  the  year  1600.  If  I 
take  it  up  earlier,  it  is  merely  to 
give  a  compleat  hiftory,  which 
will  be  comprehended  in  a  few 
lines,  and  the  materials  for  which 
I  have  chiefly  gathered  from  his 
papers,  and  from  the  Typographi¬ 
cal  Antiquities  of  Mr.  Ames. 

“  Mr.  Evelyn  fays  the  art  of  en¬ 
graving,  and  working  ofF  from, 
plates  of  copper,  did  not  appear 
till  about  the  year  1490  5  that  is, 
it  Was  not  brought  to  perfection, 
from  the  hints  gathered  from  topo¬ 
graphy  ;  yet  it  is  certain,  that  m 
1460  Mafo  Finiguerra,  a  gold- 
fmith  of  Florence,  by  an  accident 
that  might  have  given  birth  to  the 
rolling-prefs,  without  the  antece¬ 
dent  difcovery  of  printing,  did 
aClually  light  upon  the  method  of 
taking  off  ftamps  from  an  engraved 
plate.  Carting  a  piece  of  fuch 
plate  into  melted  brimftone,  he 
obferved  that  the  exaCt  impreffion 
of  the  engraving  was  left  upon  the1 
furface  of  the  cold  brimftone 
marked  by  lines  of  black.  He 
repeated  the  experiment  on  moift- 
ened  paper,  rolling  it  gently  with 
a  roller.  It  fucceeded.  Fie  com¬ 
municated  the  difcovery  to  Baccio 
Baldini,  of  his  own  Tbrofeffion  and 
city.  The  latter  purfued  the  in¬ 
vention  with  fuccefs,  and  engraved 
feverid  plates  from  drawings  of 
Sandro  Botticello,  which  being 
feen  by  Andrea  Mantegna,  he  noc 
only  ailifted  Baldini  with  defigns, 
Q  z  but 
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but  cultivated  the  new  art  himfelf. 
It  had  not  been  long  in  vogue  be¬ 
fore  Hugh  da  Carpi  tried  the  fame 
experiment  with  wood,  and  even 
added  a  variety  of  tints  by  ufing 
different  (lamps,  for  the  gradua¬ 
tions  of  lights  and  (hades  ;  a  me¬ 
thod  revived  here  fome  years  ago 
with  much  fuccefs  by  Kirkall,  and 
jince  at  Venice  by  Jackfon,  though 
very  im perfectly. 

“  From  Italy  engraving  foon 
travelled  into  Flanders,  where  it 
was  firF  pradtifed  by  one  Martin 
of  Antwerp.  He  was  followed  by 
Albert  Durer,  who  carried  the  art 
to  a  great  height  confidering  how 
bad  the  tafte  was  of  the  age  and 
country  in  which  he  lived.  His 
fidelity  to  what  he  faw,  was  at 
once  his  fame  and  misfortune;  he 
was  happy  in  copying  nature,  but 
it  was  nature  difguifed  and  hid 
under  ungraceful  forms.  With 
neither  choice  of  fubjedls  or  beau¬ 
ty,  his  induFry  gave  merit  even 
to  uglinefs  and  abfurdity.  Con¬ 
fining  his  labours  almoF  wholly  to 
religious  and  legendary  hiftories, 
he  turned  the  Teftament  into 
the  Hiftory  of  a  Flemifh  Village  ; 
the  habits  of  Herod,  Pilate,  jo- 
feph,  &c.  their  dwellings,  their 
utenfils,  and  their  cuFoms,  were 
all  Gothic  and  European  ;  his 
Virgin  Mary  was  the  heroine  of  a 
Kermis.  Lucas  of  Leyden  imi¬ 
tated  him  in  all  his  faults,  and 
was  Fill  more  burlefque  in  his  re- 
prefentations.  It  was  not  till  Ra¬ 
phael  had  formed  Marc- Antonio, 
that  engraving  placed  itfelf  with 
dignity  by  the  fide  of  painting. 

4 4  When  the  art  reached  Eng¬ 
land  does  not  appear.  It  is  a  no¬ 
torious  blunder  in  Chambers  to 
fay  it  was  firft  brought  from  Ant¬ 
werp  by  Speed  in  the  reign  of 


James  the  IF.  In  fome  degree  we 
had  it  almoF  as  foon  as  printing  ; 
the  printers  themfelves  ufing  fmall 
plates  for  their  devices  and  rebufes. 
Caxton’s  Golden  Legend  has  in 
the  beginning  a  group  of  faints, 
and  many  other  cuts  difperfed 
through  the  body  of  the  work.  It 
was  printed  in  1483.  The  fecond 
edition  of  his  Game  at  Chefs  had 
cuts  too:  So  has  his  Le  Morte  ds 
Arthur ..  Wynkyn  de  Worde, 
Caxton’s  fucceffor,  prefixed  to  his 
title  of  the  Statutes,  in  the  fixth 
year  of  Henry  VII.  a  plate  with 
the  king’s  arms,  creFs,  &c.  a  copy 
of  which  is  given  in  the  Life  of 
Wynkyn,  by  Ames  in  his  Typo¬ 
graphical  Antiquities,  p.  79.  The 
fame  printer  exhibited  feveral 
books  adorned  with  cuts,  fome  of 
which  are  particularly  deferibed 
by  his  Biographer,  in  pages  87, 
88,  89,  Lf  fequentibus. 

44  The  fubfequent  printers  con¬ 
tinued  to  ornament  their  books 
with  wooden  cuts.  One  confider- 
able  work,  publiFied  by  John 
RaFell,  was  diFinguifhed  by  prints 
of  uncommon  merit  for  that  age. 
It  was  called  cIhe  Paflyme  of  the 
People ,  and  by  Biihop  Nicholfon, 
in  his  HiForical  Library,  RafelVs 
Chronicle.  This  fcarce  book,  of  a 
very  large  fize,  I  faw  at  the  auc¬ 
tion  cf  Mr.  Ames’s  library  ;  it  had 
many  cuts,  eighteen  of  which  were 
in  great  folio,  reprefenting  the 
kings  of  England,  fo  well  aefign- 
ed  and  boldly  executed  as  to  be 
attributed  to  Holbein,  though  I. 
think  they  were  not  of  his  hand. 
I  fhali  mention  one  more  book 
with  wooden  cuts,  (though  feveral 
are  recorded  by  Ames)  ;  it  is 
Grafton’s  Chronicle,  printed  in 
5569,  and  containing  many  heads, 
as  of  William,  the  Conqueror,  Henry 
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VIIT,  and  Queen  Elizabeth,  &c. 
Vet  even  though  portraits  were 
ufed  in  books,  I  find  no  trace  of 
iingle  prints  being  wrought  off  in 
that  age.  Thofe  I  have  mention¬ 
ed  in  a  former  volume  as  com- 
pofing  part  of  the  collection  of 
Henry  VIII,  were  probably  the 
productions  of  foreign  artifts.  The 
firfl  book  that  appeared  with  cuts 
from  copper-plates,  at  leaft  the 
firfl;  that  fo  induflrious  an  enquir¬ 
er  as  Mr.  Ames  had  obferved, 
was,  fc  The  Birth  of  Mankind, 
otherwife  called.  The  Womans 
Book,”  dedicated  to  Queen  Ca¬ 
tharine,  and  publiihed  by  Thomas 
Rolande  in  1540,  with  manyfmall 
copper  cuts,  but  to  thefe  no  name 
was  affixed.” 


An  Effay  on  Hiftory,  in  three  Epi files 
to  Edward  Gibbon,  Efq\  with 
Notes.  By  William  Hayley,  Efq. 

II1  has  been  the  fortune  of  few 
poets  to  begin  their  career 
with  fuch  univerfal,  and,  we  may 
add,  undivided  applaud,  as  the 
author  of  the  effay  now  before  us. 
It  is  no  fmall  part  of  his  merit, 
that  in  times,  not  perhaps  fo  very 
deficient  in  poetical  abilities,  as 
remarkable  for  countenancing  the 
moil  frivolous  and  licentious  abufe 
of  them,  he  has  made  choice  of 
fubjefls  which  the  Englifh  mufe 
need  not  blufli  to  decorate.  The 
Eflay  on  Painting  is  a  convincing 
proof  of  his  talents  in  that  mixed 
kind  of  poetry,  which  is  partly 
didaCtic,  partly  deferiptive;  and 
his  Epiftle  on  the  Death  of  Mr. 
Thornton,  and  the  Ode  to  Mr. 
Howard,  fhew  that  he  is  no  weak 
znafter  of  the  pathetic. 

His  poeticai  talents,  without  be- 
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ing  marked  by  any  flrong  cafl:  of 
original  genius,  are  of  that  fort, 
which  is  well  qualified  to  adorn 
philofophy,  and  illuminate  the 
dictates  of  reafon  and  good  fenfe. 
He  poflefies  a  confiderable  com¬ 
mand  of  figurative  language  :  his 
verification,  though  it  has  no 
great  compafs  or  variety,  is  eafy, 
flowing,  and  harmonious  :  his  in¬ 
vention  is  quick  and  fertile:  his 
imagery  new  and  various :  his  fi- 
milies  are  novel,  frequent,  and 
happily  applied. 

The  poem  now  before  us  is  di¬ 
vided  into  three  parts.  In  the 
firfl,  after  fome  general  reflections 
on  his  fubjeCt,  the  author  traces 
the  progrefs  of  hiftory  from 

—the  rude  fymbol  on  the  artlefs  ftone— 

to  thofe  models  of  hiflorical  com- 
pofition  which  we  owe  to  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  Athens.  The  following 
reflections  on  the  fcarcity  of  great 
hiftorians,  and  the  impoflibility  of 
attaining  to  perfection,  are  equal¬ 
ly  juft  and  beautiful. 

Pure,  fauldefs  writing,  like  tranfmuted 
gold. 

Mortals  may  with,  but  never  fhall  behold : 
Let  genius  ftill  this  glorious  objedl  own. 
And  feek  Perfection’s  philofophic  ftone! 
For  while  the  rnind,  in  Study’s  toilfome 
hours, 

Tries  on  the  long  refearch  her  latent 
powers, 

New  wonders  rife,  to  pay  her  patient 
thought, 

Inferior  only  to  the  prize  fhe  fought. 

Nor  are  thofe  lines  lefs  poetical, 
in  which  he  introduces  Herodotus 
at  the  head  of  his  hiftoric  wor¬ 
thies. 

t — - Behold  the  hiftoric  fire  ! 

Ionic  rofes  mark  his  foft  attire  ; 

Bold  in  his  air,  but  graceful  in  his  mein. 
As  the  fair  figure  of  his  favour’d  queen, 

Q  3  W  her\ 
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When  her  proud  galley  fham’d  the  Perfian 
van, 

And  grateful  Xerxes  own’d  her  more  than 
man ! 

The  characters  of  Thucydides, 
Xenophon,  Polybius,  Sallud,  Li¬ 
vy,  and  Tacitus,  are  afterwards 
drawn  with  great  fpirit  and  judg¬ 
ment.  \ 

The  poet  next  addrefles  himfelf 
to  Biography,  of  which  he  feems 
to  confider  Plutarch  as  the  father. 
This  mull;  be  done  rather  on  the 
account  of  his  excellency,  than  the 
priority  of  his  clajm  ;  fmce  Dio¬ 
genes  Laertius  has  left  us  a  valua¬ 
ble  work  of  the  fame  kind.  But 
probably  the  author  has  omitted 
this  latter  writer,  as  having  com¬ 
piled  rather  the  hidory  of  philofo- 
phical  opinions,  than  of  the  ac¬ 
tions  of  mankind,, — The  charac¬ 
ters  of  Marcellinus  and  Anna 
Comnena  conclude  this  part. 

The  fecond  epidle  commences 
with  the  Monkilh  hiftorians,  to 
wliofe  merits  and  defeats  the  au¬ 
thor  has  done  juftice  in  a  manner 
much  to  the  credit  both  of  his  can¬ 
dour  and  difcernment. — The  prin¬ 
cipal  Italian,  Spanifh,  and  French 
writers  follow,  and  thefe  are  fuc- 
ceeded  by  the  later  hidorians  of 
our  own  country.  The  numerous 
extrads  we  have  already  given 
from  this  part  of  the  poem,  in  our 
poetical  article,  makes  it  unnecef- 
iary  to  add  more  here,  and  will 
:in  a  great  meafure  enable  our 
readers  to  judge  for  themfelves  of 
our  author’s  abilities  both  as  a  poet 
and  a  critic. 

The  fources  of  the  principal  de¬ 
fers  in  biflory,  and  its  general 
laws,  are  the  fubjedls  of  the  third 
epilile. — This,  as  our  author  feeins 
$o  have  been  well  aware,  is  the 
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mod  important  and  difficult  part 
of  his  defign. 

o 

It  has  been  well  obferved  of  the 
EJfay  cn  tr (inflated  Verfe ,  “  that  Rof- 
common  has  indeed  deferved  his 
praifes,  had  they  been  given  with 
difcernment,  and  bellowed  not  on 
the  rules  themfelves,  but  the  art 
with  which  they  arc  introduced, 
and  the  decorations  with  which 
they  are  adorned. ”  As  to  Mr. 
Hayley,  though  we  cannot  allow 
that  he  deferves  no  praife  as  the 
Icgiflator  of  hidory,  yet  we  mud 
confefs  that  he  is  very  far  from 
having  given  us  a  complete  code. 
In  enumerating  the  defeats  of  hif¬ 
torians,  he  has  confined  himfelf  to 
what  relates  to  the  fubjedfc-matter 
of  hidory,  and  has  not  entered  at 
all  into  thofe  which  arife  from 
faults  in  the  dyie  and  manner. 
The  rules  which  he  afterwards  lays 
down  on  that  fubjedl,  are  too  ge¬ 
neral  and  indefinite  to  be  capable 
pf  ufeful  application. 

Vanity,  national  and  private, 
flattery,  party-fpirit,  fuperfiition, 
and  falls  philofophy,  are  the 
fources  from  which  he  derives  the 
principal  faults  in  hidory.  Thefe 
topics  he  has  touched  with  great 
fpirit,  and  illudrated  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  poetical  images.  Speak¬ 
ing  of  flattery  he  fays : 

But  arts  of  deeper  guile,  and  bafer  wrong. 
To  Adulation’s  fubtlefcribes  belong: 

They  ofr,  their  prefent  idols  to  exalt. 
Profanely  burli  the  confecrated  vault  j 
Steal  from  the  buried  chief  bright  Ho¬ 
nour’s  plume, 

Or  dain  with  Slander’s  gall  the  Statefman’s 
tomb  : 

Stay,  facrilegious  daves !  with  reverence 
tread 

O’er  tire  bled  alhes  of  the  worthy  dead  ! 
See !  where,  uninjur’d,  by  the  charnel's 
damp, 

The  Vedal,  Virtue,  with  undying  lamp, 
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Fohd  of  her  toil,  and  jealous  of  her  truft, 
Sics  the  keen  Guardian  of  their  (acred 
dud, 

And  tfius  indignant,  from  the  depth  of 
earth, 

Checks  your  vile  aim,  and  vindicates  their 
worth  : 

“  Kence  ye !  who  buried  excellence  be¬ 
lied, 

“  To  footh  the  fordid  fpleen  of  living 
“  Pride; 

*c  Go!  gild  with  Adulation’s  feeble  ray, 

Th’  imperial  pageant  of  your  palling 
u  day ! 

<{  Nor  hope  to  (lain,  on  bafe  Detradlion’s 
“  fcroll, 

“  A  Tully’s  morals,  or  a  Sidney’s 
“  foul !” — 

Juft  Nature  will  abhor,  and  Virtue  fcorn, 
That  Pen,  tho’  eloquence  its  page  adorn, 
Which,  brib'd  by  Intereft,  or  from  vain 
pretence 

To  fubtler  Wit,  and  deep-difcerning 
Senle, 

Would  blot  the  praife  on  public  toils  be¬ 
llow’d, 

And  Patriot  paffions,  as  a  jeft,  explode. 

The  character  of  an  accomplidi- 
ed  hiftorian  is  drawn  with  great 
force  and  boldnefs. 

Far  other  views  the  liberal  Genius  fire, 
Whofe  toils  to  pure  Hifloric  praife  afpire'; 
Nor  Moderation’s  dupe,  nor  Faftion’s 
brave, 

Nor  Guilt’s  apolcgift,  nor  Flattery’s  Have: 
Wife,  but  not  cunning;  temperate,  not 
cold ;  / 

Servant  of  Truth,  and  in  that  fervice 
bold ; 

Free  from  all  biafs,  fave  that  juft  controul 
By  which  mild  Nature  fways  the  manly 
foul, 

And  Reafon's  philanthropic  fpirit  draws 
To  Virtue’s  intereft,  and  Freedom’s  caufe; 
Thofe  great  ennoblers  of  the  human  name, 
Pure  fprings  of  power,  of  happinefs,  and 
fame ! 

The  necedity  of  chufing  a  fub- 
je£t  that  is  important  and  intend¬ 
ing,  is  judicioufly  fhewn  from  the 
failure  of  Knolles ;  and  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  dwelling  on  the  didant  and 
minute  parts  of  a  fubj  <d  really 
in tere ding,  is  pointed  out  in  the 
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example  of  Milton.  But  the  word 
defect  in  an  hidorian  our  author 
lays  down  to  be,  his  fupporting 
any  fydem  of  tyranny.  With  his 
warm  and  animated  expodulations 
on  this  fubjebt,  we  fhali  conclude 
our  extra&s. 

Negleft  alone  repays  their  flight  offence, 
Whofe  wand’ring  wearies  our  bewilder’d 
fenfe : 

But  juft  Abhorrence  brands  his  guilty 
name, 

Who  dares  to  vilify  his  Country’s  fame; 
With  Slander’s  rage  the  pen  of  Hiilory 
grafp. 

And  pour  from  thence  the  poifon  of  the 
Afp; 

The  murd’rous  falfehood,  ftifling  Ho¬ 
nour’s  breath  ! 

The  flavifh  tenet,  Public  Virtue’s  death! 
With  all  that  undermines  a  Nation’s 
health, 

And  robs  the  People  of  their  riched 
wealth  ! 

Ye  tools  of  Tyranny  !  whofe  fervile  guile 
Would  thus  pollute  the  records  of  our  ifle. 
Behold  your  Leader  curft  with  public 
hate, 

And,  read  your  jud  reward  in  Brady’s 
fate ! 


Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  David  Gar¬ 
rick,  Efq\  interfperfed  nvith  Cha¬ 
racters  and  Anecdotes  of  his  Thea¬ 
trical  Contemporaries.  By  Tho¬ 
mas  Davies.  2  Vol.  Swo. 

he  life  of  Mr,  Garrick  is 
fo  intimately  connefted  with 
the  hidory  of  the  dage,  of  which 
he  was  the  unrivalled  ornament 
and  a  fuccefsful  manager  for  up¬ 
wards  of  thirty  years,  that  his  bio¬ 
grapher  has  judicioufly  chofen  to 
join  them  in  thefe  volumes.  The 
lovers  of  theatrical  anecdotes  will 
find  them  a  valuable  continuation 
of  the  Apology  of  Colley  Cibber,  and 
both  thofe  who  a£t,  and  thofe  who 
go  to  fee  plays,  will  meet  with 
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hints  for  improvement,  or  fubjefts 
for  companion.— The  author  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  every  way  well  quali¬ 
fied  for  the  talk  he  has  under¬ 
taken.  A  Jong  acquaintance  with 
the  llage,  as  he  himfelf  informs 
us,,  and  an  earned  inclination  to 
excel  in  the  profeffion  of  afting, 
to  which  he  was  for  many  years  at¬ 
tached,  afforded  him  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  know  ouch  of  plays  and 
theatrical  hiftory,  To  this  ac¬ 
count  of  himfelf  we  mult  in  juf- 
tice  add,  that  the  many  proofs  of 
candour  and  good  fenfe,  which  he 
has  given  throughout  his  perfor¬ 
mance,  leave  no  room  to  fufpecl, 
that  he  has  wilfully  mifreprefent- 
ed  either  fads  or  characters. 

As  we  have  already  given  our 
readers  an  account  of  the  Life  of 
Mr.  Garrick,  which  we  do  not 
find  to  differ  materially  from  what 
is  related  of  him  in  thefe  memoirs, 
we  jfhall  feted,  for  their  enter¬ 
tainment,  fuck  parts  of  the  work 
before  us,  as  relate  to  the  moil  ce¬ 
lebrated  of  his  cotemporaries. 

Of  Mr.  Fleetwood,  the  paten¬ 
tee,  and  the  revolt  of  the  come¬ 
dians  of  Drury- lane  in  1743,  he 
gives  the  following  account. 

“  Charles  Fleetwood,  Efq;  was 
a  gentleman  of  an  antient  and  re- 
ip  ed  able  family,  pofTeifed  of  a 
large  paternal  eilate.  His  perfon 
was  genteel,  and  his  manner  ele¬ 
gant.  Irlis  acquaintance,  in  the 
early  part  of  life,  with  certain 
perfons  of  rank  and  diftindion, 
proved  fatal  to  him  ;  they  drew 
him  into  many  faihionable  irregu¬ 
larities  and  exceffes  ;  they  gave 
him  an  unlucky  and  extravagant 
habit  for  play.  Amongil  thofe  who 
are  addided  to  gaming,  there  are 
pmny  young  men  of  family  and 
hor tune,  who  are  imprudent  and 
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undefigning  ;  they  generally  fall  a 
prey  to  the  artful,  the  avaricious, 
and  fraudulent:  the  betrayed,  in 
their  turns,  becoine  the  betrayers ; 
nor  from  this  cenfure  was  Mr. 
Fleetwood  exempted. 

X 

With  the  remains  of  his  fortune 
he  was  perfuaded,  by  fome  of  his 
acquaintance,  to  purchafe  the 
great  eh  part  of  Drury-lane  pa¬ 
tent.  Fie  fortunately  bought  at  a 
time  when  the  proprietors,  by  a 
run  of  ill  luccefs,  were  become 
weary  of  their  bargain,  and  will¬ 
ing  to  fell  cheap  what  they  had 
bought  at  a  high  price.  They 
had  weakly  fallen  out  with  the 
moil  adeemed  of  their  players,  on 
account  of  a  fmall  advance  in  fa- 
la  try,  which  they  had  demanded  ; 
the  ium  in  difpute  did  not,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  much  exceed  400 1.  per 
annum.  The  adtors  revolted,  and 
opened  the  little  theatre  in  the 
Hay  -market  with  fome  appearance 
of  fuccefs. 

Fleetwood  brought  back  the  fe- 
ceders,  and  united  the  two  com¬ 
panies  of  Drury-lane  and  the 
Hay-market.  When  this  was  ac¬ 
compli  died,  he  tried  all  methods 
to  (Lengthen  his  troop,  by  gain¬ 
ing  fome  adlors  of  merit  from  Co¬ 
vent-garden  theatre,  with  large 
and  unufual  offers.  Mr.  Quin 
was  perfuaded  to  leave  his  old 
mailer  Rich,  under  whofe  thea¬ 
trical  banners  he  had  fought 
twenty  years,  for  the  advantageous 
income  of  500].  a  falary  till  then 
unknown  in  any  Englifh  theatre. 
This  was,  indeed,  to  him  an  an¬ 
nual  increafe  of  200I.  but  it  mull 
be  confeffed  that  Quin  offered  to 
remain  in  his  old  Nation  for  a  lefs 
fum  than  that  which  Fleetwood 
offered  to  give  him  ;  but  Rich  re- 
fufed  the  propofal,  and  declared 
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that  no  aCtor  was  worth  more  than 
300I.  per  annum. 

For  fome  years,  by  the  prudent 
advice  of  the  principal  players, 
more  efpecially,  I  believe,  of  Mr. 
Charles  Macklin,  who  was  the 
only  player  I  ever  heard  of,  that 
made  afting  a  fcience  ;  and  the 
unremitted  labours  of  this  aftor, 
Qnin,  Clive,  Pritchard,  and  fome 
others,  the  theatre  at  Drury-lane 
was  in  a  Hate  of  confiderable  cre¬ 
dit,  and  generally  filled  with  the 
choiceil  company.  But  it  was  im- 
pofiibie  to  reftrain  fo  irregular  and 
expenfive  a  man  as  the  patentee 
within  the  bounds  of  prudence 
and  oeconomy.  After  he  had  hap¬ 
pily  been  obliged  to  forfake  the 
practice  of  high  play,  and  had 
deferted  Arthur’s  *,  he  was  feized 
with  an  unaccountable  paflion  for 
low  diverfion,  and  took  a  ftrange 
delight  in  the  company  of  the 
meaneft  of  the  human  fpecies. 
This  man  of  genteel  addrefs  and 
polite  manners  conceived  a  pecu¬ 
liar  fondnefs  for  the  profeffors  of 
the  art  of  boxing ;  his  time  was 
divided  between  lturdy  athletics 
and  ridiculous  buffoons  ;  between 
Broughton,  James,  and  Taylor, 
the  moft  eminent  of  our  boxers, 
and  the  tumblers  of  Sadler’s-Weils; 
the  heroic  combatants  of  Hockley 
in  the  Hole  and  the  Bear-Garden 
graced  the  patentee's  levee  almoft 
every  morning. 

Some  time  before  Mr.  Garrick’s 
engagement  with  this  manager, 
he  had  brought  all  the  inmates  of 
Sadler’s- Wells  upon  his  ftage,  and 
entertained  the  public  with  fights 
of  tall  monfters  and  contemptible 
rope-dancers. - 

The  theatre  was  farmed  to  one 
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Pierfon,  his  treafurer,  who  had 
lent  large  fums  of  money  to  the 
manager.  This  fellow  confidered 
the  merits  of  the  beft  aCtors  in  no 
other  view  than  as  they  contributed 
to  the  payment  of  his  loan  ;  the 
juil;  and  legal  demands  of  the  aCtors 
were  treated  by  him  with  info- 
lence  and  contempt :  he  was  civil 
to  Mr.  Garrick,  indeed,  becaufe 
he  hoped,  by  his  acting,  to  get 
back  the  money  he  had  rifqued 
upon  the  patent. 

In  this  diftradled  ftate  of  Fleet¬ 
wood’s  management,  the  ill  treat¬ 
ment  of  the  players  feemed  to  call 
aloud  for  redrefs.  Bailiffs  were 
often  in  poffeffion  of  the  theatre  ; 
and  the  properties,  cloaths,  and 
other  ftage  ornaments  of  the  corn- 
medians,  were  fometimes  feized 
upon  by  thefe  low  implements  of 
the  law.  Many  ridiculous  con- 
tefts  and  foolifh  fquabbles  between 
the  a&ors  and  thefe  licenfed  har¬ 
pies  might  here  be  recorded  for 
the  reader’s  amufement ;  I  fhall 
content  myfelf  with  relating  one 
of  them.  The  hat  of  king  Rich¬ 
ard  the  Third,  by  being  adorned 
with  jewels  of  pafte,  feathers,  and 
other  ornaments,  feemed,  to  the 
fheriff’s  officers,  a  prey  worthy  of 
their  feizure  ;  but  honelt  Davy, 
Mr.  Garrick’s  Welch  fervant,  told 
them,  they  did  not  know  what 
they  were  about ; “For,  look  you,’* 
faid  Davy,  “  that  hat  belongs  to 
the  king.”  The  fellows  imagin¬ 
ing  that  what  was  meant  of  Rich¬ 
ard  the  Third  was  fpoken  of  George 
the  Second,  refigned  their  prey, 
though  with  fome  reluctance. 

Repeated,  but  ineffectual  ap¬ 
plications,  were  made  to  the  pa¬ 
tentee,  for  removal  of  grievances* 


*  Generally  called  White’s  Chocolate-Houfe, 
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by  Garrick,  Macklin,  Pritchard, 
and  others.  It  is  true-,  he  did  not 
treat  their  rernonihances  with 
haughtinefs  as  his  treafnrer  did  ; 
lie  likened  to  their  addrefles  with 
great  calmnefs,  as  well  as  affabi¬ 
lity  ;  he  owned  the  juilice  of  their 
re pre {dotations,  and  the  reditude 
of  their  demands  ;  he  was  moil 
heartily  forry,  he  protefted,  for 
what  was  paft,  and  promifed  very 
folemnly  to  reform  every  thing 

that  was  amifs. - Fair  promifes 

frequently  made,  and  as  often 
broken,  will  tire  out  the  moil  pa¬ 
tient  tempers  ;  the  clamours  of 
the  adors,  but  efpecially  thofe 
who  had  no  means  of  fublikence 
but  their  weekly  income,  were 
now  fo  loud  and  urgent,  that  it 
became  neceffary  to  look  about  in 
earnell  for  fome  means  of  fubilan- 
tial  redrefs. 

About  the  end  of  the  fummer 
1743,  the  adors  found  leifure  to 
digell  a  plan,  for  removing  the 
grievances  under  which  they  had 
fo  long  patiently  fuffered.  About 
a  dozen  of  them,  the  chief  of 
whom  wej~e  Garrick,  Macklin, 
Havard,  Berry,  Blakes,  Mrs. 
Pritchard  and  Mrs.  Clive,  with 
Mills,  and  his  wife,  entered  into 
an  afTociatioq,  to  which  others 
were  invited.1  A  formal  agree¬ 
ment  was  fi'gned,  by  which  they 
obliged  theihlelVes  not  to  accede 
to  any  terms  which  might  be  pro- 
pofed  to  them  by  the  patentee, 
without  the  con  fen  t  of  all  the  fub- 
icribers. 

The  players  were  in  hopes  that 
the  lord  chamberlain  would  be  in¬ 
duced  to  grant  them  his  favour 
and  protedion  ;  and,  in  imitation 
of  one  of  his  predeceffors,  the 
witty  and  benevolent  earl  of  Dor- 
fef,  who  refeued  Betterton,  Mrs. 
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Barry,  and  other  aggrieved  adors^ 
from  the  tyranny  and  oppreffion 
of  Chriflopher  Rich,  the  old  pa¬ 
tentee  of  Drury- lane  playhoufe, 
grant  them  a  licence  or  patent 
for  ading plays  at  the  Opera- houfe 
or  elfewhere.  They  drew  up  a 
petition,  in  which  they  Hated  their 
grievances  very  exadly,  and  fup- 
ported  their  claim  to  redrefs  from 
a  variety  of  fads  which  they  of¬ 
fered  to  prove. 

The  duke  of  Grafton,  who  was 
then  chamberlain,  received  the 
petition  of  the  players  with  cold- 
nefs ;  inflead  of  examining  into 
the  merits  of  their  complaints,  he 
deflred  to  know  the  amount  of 
their  annual  Hipends.  He  was 
much  furprized  to  be  informed, 
that  a  man  could  gain,  merely  by 
playing,  the  yearly  falary  of  500I. 
His  grace  obferved,  that  a  near 
relation  of  his,  who  was  then  an 
inferior  officer  in  the  navy,  ex¬ 
po  fed  his  life  in  behalf  of  his 
king  and  country  for  lefs  than 
half  that  fum.  All  attempts  to 
convince  the  duke  that  juilice  and 
right  were  on  the  fide  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners,  were  to  no  purpofe. 

It  requires  but  little  art  of  rea- 
foning  to  confute  the  duke’s  argu¬ 
ment  :  his  attempt  to  compare  a 
principal  ador’s  income  with  that 
of  a  i  u baker n  officer,  was  very  ill 
founded  :  every  gentleman  that 
would  wifh  to  rife  in  the  fleet  or 
the  army,  is  obliged  to  go  through 
the  feveral  gradations  of  prefer¬ 
ment  ;  but  the  midlhipman  and 
the  cadet  both  hope  to  rife  to  the 
higheft  office  which  they  can  pof- 
flbly  attain.  Befldes,  genius  Heps 
beyond  the  tedious  formalities  of 
progreflive  fervice  and  limited 
pradice.  Hawke,  Howe,  and 
Keppel,  were  forced  to  ferve  in 

the 


ACCOUNT 

the  navy  Tome  time  before  they 
attained  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  ; 
Garrick,  Clive,  and  Cibber,  from 
the  firffc  trial  of  their  abilities, 
proved  themfelves  accomplilhed 
comedians. - - 

WhiHt  the  players  were  bufy  in 
gaining  friends  to  their  caufe,  and 
to  promote  their  fuccefs  with  the 
lord  chamberlain,  the  patentee  was 
not  idle  ;  he  endeavoured  to  raife 
recruits  amongft  all  the  itinerant 
aftors  in  England.  Before  they 
proceeded  to  greater  hofti  lities, 
each  party  drove  to  juftify  their 
caufe  by  appealing  to  the  public 
from  the  prefs.  Paul  Whitehead, 
it  is  faid,  drew  his  pen  for  the 
manager  ;  and  William  Guthrie, 
the  hiftorian,  was  the  champion 
for  Mr.  Garrick  and  his  party. 

Towards  the  middle  cf  Septem- 

X 

ber,  the  manager  was  determined 
to  open  his  theatre;  but,  on  muf- 
tering  his  forces,  he  found  him- 
felf  fo  weak,  that  he  could  fcarce 
aft  any  play  whatever.  But  upon 
being  joined  by  Mrs.  Bennet,  an 
ufeful  aftrefs,  whom  he  fufpefted 
to  be  gone  over  to  the  revolters, 
and  by  the  adiftance  of  fome  new- 
raifed  forces,  he  announced  in  his 
play-bills  the  Confcious  Lovers, 
for  September  the  20th,  the  ufual 
time  of  beginning  to  aft  plays  in 
the  metropolis. 

The  companion  of  the  public, 
the  efforts  of  friends,  and  motives 
of  curiofity,  concurred  to  bring 
together  a  pretty  full  audience  ; 
and  the  play,  though  but  tolera¬ 
bly  afted,  paffed  with  applaufe. 
The  conteft  between  the  manager 
and  the  feceders  became  foon  very 
unequal.  The  latter  found  all 
applications  for  a  new  patent  in¬ 
effectual.  There  was  now  no  re¬ 
medy  left,  but  to  agree  with  the 
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manager  upon  the  bed  terms  that 
could  be  obtained.  The  matter 
ended,  as  it  might  have  been  fore- 
feen,  from  the  monv  nt  the  cham¬ 
berlain  turned  his  back  upon  the 
players.  Some  of  the  principal 
aftors,  and  fuch  as  were  absolute¬ 
ly  necefiary  to  the  conducting  of 
the  theatrical  machine,  were  ad¬ 
mitted  to  favour  upon  reafonable 
terms,  and  were  allowed  the  fame 
annual  ftipends  which  they  enjoy¬ 
ed  before  the  fecelTion  ;  others  of 
lefs  confequence  were  abridged  of 

half  their  income.” - 

Mr.  Lacy  fucceeded  Fleetwood 
as  manager  of  Drury-lane  ;  at  the 
fame  time  Rich,  the  inventor  of 
our  modern  pantomime,  govern¬ 
ed  the  theatre  at  Covent-garden. 
The  characters  of  thefe  two  lead¬ 
ers,  and  the  important  event  of 
the  campaign  of  1747,  are  thus 
defcribed. 

John  Rich,  the  fon  of  Chrifto- 
pher  Rich,  formerly  patentee  of 
Drury-lane  theatre,  feems  to  have 
imbibed,  from  his  very  early 
years,  a  diflike  of  the  people  with 
whom  he  was  defined  to  live  and 
daily  converfe.  We  are  told,  that 
his  father  wifhed  rather  to  acquire 
wealth  by  French  dancers,  Italian 
fingers,  and  every  other  exotic  ex¬ 
hibition,  than  by  the  united  fkill 
of  the  mod  accomplilhed  come¬ 
dians.  The  fon  inherited  the  fame 
odd  cade  ;  for  being  left  by  his 
father  in  the  joint  polTeflion  of  the 
patent  with  his  brother  Chrido- 
pher,  and  after  having  ineffeftu- 
ally  tried  his  talent  for  afting  in 
the  part  of  the  Earl  of  Efiex,  and 
fome  other  important  charafter, 
he  applied  h i  171  fe  1  f  to  the  dudy  of 
pantomimical  reprefentation.  In 
this  he  was  happily  very  fortunate. 
Fie  formed  a  kind  of  harlequinade, 

unknown 
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unknown  to  this,  and,  I  believe, 
to  any  other  country.  Which  he 
called  a, pantomime:  it  confided 
of  two  parts,  one  ferrous  and  the 
other  comic.  By  the  help  of  gay 
fcenes,  fine  habits,  grand  dances, 
appropriated  mufic,  and  other  de¬ 
corations,  he  exhibited  a  dory 
from  Ovid’s  Metamorphoiis,  or 
feme  other  fabulous  writer  :  be¬ 
tween  the  paufes  or  acts  of  this 
ferrous  reprefentation,  he  inter¬ 
wove  a  comic  fable,  confiding 
chiefly  of  the  courtfhip  of  Harle¬ 
quin  and  Columbine,  with  a  va¬ 
riety  of  furprifing  adventures  and 
fudden  transformations,  which 
weie  produced  by  the  magic  wand 
of  Harleq  uin .  - — — 

It  is  a  very  Angular  circum- 
fhnce,  that  of  all  the  pantomimes 
which  Rich  brought  on  the  daoe, 
from  the  Harlequin  Sorcerer,  in 
the  year  1717,  to  the  lad  which 
was  exhibited  a  year  before  his 
death,  which  fell  out  in  1761, 
there  was  fcarce  one  which  failed 
to  plead?  the  public,  who  tedified 
their  approbation  of  them  forty  or 
fifty  nights  fucceffively.-r — 

Mr.  Lacy,  the  rival  of  Mr. 
Rich,  was  a  man  of  good  under- 
handing,  uncultivated  by  educa¬ 
tion.  —  By  a  fucceflion  of  fchemes 
he  endeavoured  to  attain  affluence 
and  independence.  The  firft  dawn 
of  his  profperity  he  owed  to  his 
prqjeding  the  rotunda  of  Rane- 
lagh,  about  forty  years  fince, 
which  gained  him  the  fum  of 
4000).  This  building  is  a  (land¬ 
ing  monument  of  his  tafle  and  in¬ 
genuity.  His  being  appointed 
manager  for  the  bankers,  who 
urchafed  the  remainder  of  Mr. 
jeetwood’s  patent,  with  a  third 
pf  own,  advanced  him  ftill 
higher  to  public  notice  5  and  the 


misfortunes  of  thefe  men,  owing 
perhaps  to  an  utter  defertion  of 
theatrical  entertainments,  in  the 
year  of  the  Scotch  rebellion  in 
17 45>  were  occafionally  the  mak¬ 
ing  of  his  fortune  ;  for  having, 
during  the  time  he  was  a  mana¬ 
ger,  frequently  attended  the  duke 
of  Grafton,  then  lord  chamber- 
lain,  in  his  hunting  parties,  he  fa 
far  ingratiated  himfelf  in  his 
grace’s  favour,  that  he  afterwards, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  old  pa¬ 
tent,  obtained  on  very  reafonable 
terms  a  new  one,  the  half  of  which 
Mr.  Garrick  purchafed. 

Mr.  Lacy  was  afitive  and  enter- 
prifing.  He  brought  Barry  from  Ire¬ 
land  ‘  and,  at  the  fame  time,  fecur- 
ed  Macklin,  Yates,  Berry,  Beard, 
Neale,  Tafwell,  Mrs.  Clive,  Mrs. 
Woffington,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gif- 
fard,  and  others.  He  appeared 
fo  formidable  to  Rich,  that,  by 
the  advice  of  his  counsellors,  he 
immediately  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  Mr.  Garrick,  Mr.  Quin,  and 
Mrs.  Cibber.  Mrs.  Pritchard, 
Me  firs.  Woodward.  Ch  apman, 
Hippifjey,  and  Mrs.  Green,  he 
had  already  bound  to  himfelf  by 
articles. 

It  is  not,  perhaps,  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  fettle  the  covenants  of  a 
league  between  mighty  monarchs, 
than  to  adjufi  the  preliminaries  of 
a  treaty  in  which  the  high  and 
potent  princes  and  princeffes  of  a 
theatre  are  the  parties.  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick  and  Mr.  Quin  had  too  much 
fenfe  and  temper  to  fquabble  about 
trifles.  After  one  or  two  previous 
and  friendly  meetings,  they  fe- 
lebled  fuch  characters  as  they  in¬ 
tended  to  aft  without  being  oblig¬ 
ed  to  join  in  the  fame  play.  Some 
parts  were  to  be  aCled  by  them  al¬ 
ternately,  particularly  Richard  the 

Third 
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Third  and  Othello.  The  great 
difficulty  lay  in  chufing  ftich  plays 
as  they  might  both  appear  in  to 
advantage.  The  following  parts 
they  confented,  as  far  as  I  can 
recoiled,  to  ad  together  :  Loth¬ 
ario  and  Horatio  in  the  Fair  Pe¬ 
nitent  ;  in  Jane  Shore,  Haflings 
and  Glofter  ;  in  Henry  the  Fourth, 
(firft  part)  Hotfpur  and  FalftafF ; 
in  the  Diftreffed  Mother,  Oreftes, 
Garrick  ;  Pyrrhus,  Quin  ;  and,  I 
believe,  Brutus  and  Caffius  in  Ju¬ 
lius  Csefar.  I  have  feen  the  cha- 
rader  of  Caffius  accurately  deli¬ 
neated  in  Mr.  Garrick’s  own  hand¬ 
writing,  which  he  had  extraded 
from  Bayle  ;  and  it  is  very  proba¬ 
ble  that  he  had  given  his  confent 
to  ad  the  part,  but  that,  on  fe- 
rious  refledion,  he  had  renounced 
his  intention,  as  the  weight  of  ap- 
plaufe,  in  the  much-admired  fcene 
between  thefe  great  men  in  the 
fourth  ad  of  the  play,  mull  have 
fallen  to  the  fhare  of  Brutus. 
There  was  another  reafon  for  re- 
jeding  Caffius,  which,  in  all  pro¬ 
bability,  had  its  force  with  him  ; 
lie  would  never  willingly  put  on 
the  Roman  habit. 

Mr.  Quin  foon  found,  that  his 
competition  with  Mr.  Garrick, 
whofe  reputation  was  hourly  in- 
creafinp-,  whilft  his  own  was  on 
the  decline,  would  foon  become 
ineffedual.  His  Richard  the 
Third  could  fcarce  draw  together 
a  decent  appearance  of  company 
in  the  boxes;  and  he  was,  with 
fome  difficulty,  tolerated  in  the 
part,  when  Garrick  aded  the  fame 
charader  to  crowded  houfes,  and 
with  very  great  apphufe. 

The  town  had  often  wifhed  to 
fee  thefe  great  adors  fairly  match¬ 
ed  in  two  charaders  of  almoft: 
equal  importance.  The  Fair  Pe- 
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nitent  prefented  an  opportunity  to 
difplay  their  feveral ^merits ;  though, 
it  mud  be  owned,  that  the  ba¬ 
lance  was  as  much  in  favour  of 
Quin,  as  the  advocate  of  virtue  h 
fuperior  in  argument  to  the  de¬ 
fender  of  libertinifm. 

The  ihouts  of  applaufe,  when 
Horatio  and  Lothario  met  on  the 
ftage  together  in  the  fecund  ad, 
were  fo  loud,  and  fo  often  repeat¬ 
ed,  before  the  audience  permitted 
them  to  fpeak,  that  the  comba¬ 
tants  feemed  to  be  difconcerted. 
It  was  obferved  that  Quin  chang¬ 
ed  colour,  and  Garrick  feemed  to 
be  emharraffed  ;  and,  it  mull  be 
owned,  that  thefe  adors  were  ne¬ 
ver  lefs  mailers  of  themfelves, 
than  on  the  firft  night  of  the  can- 
teft  for  pre-eminence.—- — 

Notwithftanding  the  evident  dis¬ 
parity  arifing  from  one  ador?s 
pleading  the  caufe  of  truth  and 
virtue,  and  the  other  being  en¬ 
gaged  on  the  fide  of  licentioufnefs 
and  profligacy,  Mr.  Quin  was,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  beft  judges, 
fairly  defeated  ;  by  ftriving  to  do 
too  much,  he  miffed  the  mark  at 
which  he  aimed.  The  charader 
of  Horatio  is  compounded  of  de¬ 
liberate  courage,  warm  frrendfhip* 
and  cool  contempt  of  vice.  The 
laft  Quin  had  in  a  fuperior  de¬ 
gree,  but  could  not  rife  to  an  equal 
cxpreffion  of  the  other  two.  The 
ftrong  emphafis  which  he  damped 
on  almoft:  every  word  in  a  line, 
robbed  the  whole  of  that  eafe  and 
graceful  familiarity  which  fhould 
have  accompanied  the  elocution 
and  adion  of  a  man  who-  is  calmly 
chaftifmg  a  vain  and  audacious 
boaller. 

When  Lothario  gave  Horatio 
the  challenge.  Quin,  inftead  of 
accepting  it  inftancaneoufly,  with 

th® 
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the  determined  and  unembarraffed 
brow  of  iuperior  bravery,  made  a 
long  paufe,  and  dragged  out  the 
words, 

“  I’ll  meet  thee  there  !” 

in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  it 
appear  abfolutely  ludicrous.  He 
paufed  fo  long  before  he  fpeke, 
that  fomebody,  it  was  faid,  call¬ 
ed  out  from  the  gallery,  “  Why 
don’t  you  tell  the  gentleman 
whether  you  will  meet  him  or 
not?”-— —  * 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Lying  Valet 
and  Lethe  induced  Mr.  Garrick  to 
try  his  fortune  once  more  as  a 
writer ;  and  Mifs  in  her  Teens 
was  the  produce  of  his  mufe  ;  a 
farce,  in  which  cowardice  and 
effeminacy  are  fo  happily  con- 
trafled,  and  ftrongly  ridiculed, 
that  it  will  for  a  long  time  main¬ 
tain  its  ground  in  the  theatre* 
'This  petit-piece  was  aCted  a  great 
number  of  nights.  Mr,  Quin  was 
called  upon  to  play  fome  of  his 
characters  during  its  reprefen ta- 
tion.  He  complied  at  firft,  but 
foon  after  repented  i  he  furlily 
fwore  he  would  not  hold  up  the 
tail  of  any  farce.  “  Nor  fhall  he,” 
faid  Mr.  Garrick,  when  he  was 
told  what  Quin  had  faid  ;  “I 
will  give  him  a  month’s  holidays.” 
He  picked  out  of  the  prompter’s 
iilt  of  plays  all  fuch  as  could  be 
acted  without  Quin,  and  were  not 
luppofed  to  have  any  internal 
Strength  to  draw  company  of  them- 
felves.  To  thefe  Mifs  in  her 
Teens  was  tacked  every  night  for 
above  a  month,  ot  five  weeks. 
Quin  would  fometimes,  during 
the  run  of  the  farce,  pay  a  vilit  to 
the  theatre  :  but  on  being;  told 
that  the  houfe  was  crowded,  he 
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would  give  a  Significant  growlj 
and  withdraw.—- — 

The  great  run  of  company  tb 
Covent-garden  left  Drury-lane  iri 
a  State  of  inferiority  and  defpon- 
dency. — Lacy  having  about  thi3 
time,  prevailed  on  the  duke  of 
Grafton  to  promife  a  renewal  of 
the  Drury-lane  patent,  he  wifely 
thought,  the  bed;  way  to  fecure  \6 
valuable  an  acquisition  as  Mr. 
Garrick,  would  be  to  offer  him 
the  moiety  of  it.- — - 

The  tender  of  fo  confiderable 
and  valuable  a  thing  as  the  half 
of  a  patent,  was  by  no  means  un= 
pleafing  to  Mr.  Garrick ;  he  con¬ 
futed  his  friends,  who  all  advif- 
ed  him  to  purchafe  it  on  reafona- 
ble  terms.  By  paying  the  mode¬ 
rate  fum  of  eight  thoufand  pounds^ 
he  became  joint-patentee  of  Drury- 
lane  theatre  with  Mr.  Lacy*  This 
tranfa&ion  was  finifhed  to  the  Sa¬ 
tisfaction  of  both  parties,  about 
the  end  of  March,  or  beginning 
of  April,  1747. 

Mr.  Rich,  though  he  was  visi¬ 
bly  acquiring  very  large  property, 
by  fuch  a  conkant  fucceffion  of 
good  houfes>  and  principally  by 
the  means  of  his  aCtors,  did  not 
feem  to  enjoy  or  underhand  the 
happinefs  of  his  Situation.  It  waf 
imagined,  by  thofe  who  knew  his 
humour  beft,  that  he  would  have 
been  better  pleafed  to  fee  his  great 
comedians  fhew  away  to  empt^ 
benches,  that  he  might  have  had 
an  opportunity  to  mortify  their 
pride,  by  bringing  oat  a  new 
pantomime,  and  drawing  the  town 
after  his  raree-fhow.  Often  would 
he  take  a  peep  at  the  houfe  through 
the  curtain,  and  as  often,  from 
difappointment  and  difguft,  ari- 
fing  frem  the  view  of  a  full  audi¬ 
ence. 
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cnce,  break.  <out  into  the  following 
expreffions,  <(  What,  are  you 
there  !  Well,  much  good  may  it 
do  you.” 

Though  he  might  have  eafily 
fixed  Mr.  Garrick  in  his  fervice, 
long  before  he  had  bargained  for 
a  fnare  of  Drury-lane  patent,  he 
gave  himfelf  no  concern,  when 
he  was  told  of  a  matter  fo  fatal  to 
his  intereft  ;  he  rather  Teemed  to 
confider  it  as  a  releafe  from  a  dif- 
3greeable  engagement,  and  con- 
foied  himfelf  with  mimicking  the 
great  aClor.  It  was  a  ridiculous 
Tight  to  Tee  the  old  man  upon  his 
knees,  repeating  Lear’s  curfe  to 
his  daughter,  after  Garrick’s  man¬ 
ner,  as  he  termed  it;  while  Tome 
of  the  players,  who  flood  round 
him,  gave  him  loud  applaufes  ; 
and  others,  though  they  were 
obliged  to  join  in  the  general  ap¬ 
probation,  heartily  pitied  his  Tol¬ 
ly,  and  defpifed  his  ignorance. 

I  am  authorifed  to  afTert,  that 
the  profits  arifing  from  plays  at 
Covent-garden  theatre,  from  Sep¬ 
tember  1746,  to  the  end  of  May, 
1747,  amounted  to  eight  thoufand 
five  hundred  pounds.  And  let  no 
man  think  this  an  exorbitant  Turn, 
which  was  earned  by  a  Garrick,  in 
conjunction  with  many  excellent 
comedians,  when  it  can  be  prov¬ 
ed,  that  in  one  year,  after  paying 
all  expences,  eleven  thoufand 
pounds  were  the  produce  of  Mr. 
Maddock’s  (the  ftraw-man’s)  agi¬ 
lity,  added  to  the  inferior  talents 
of  the  players,  at  the  fame  houfe. 
Tome  few  years  afterwards.7’ - ■ 

His  fliort  fketch  of  an  a&refs  fo 
Celebrated  for  beauty  of  counte¬ 
nance  and  elegance  of  form,  as 
well  as  merit  in  her  profellion,  as 
Mrs.  Woffington,  cannot  but  be 
acceptable  to  our  readers. 
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“  Mrs.  Margaret  Woffington  was 
born  at  Dublin  in  1718.  For  her 
education,  in  the  very  early  part 
of  life,  fhe  was  indebted  to  Ma¬ 
dame  Violante,  a  French  woman 
of  good  reputation,  and  famous 
for  feats  of  agility.  She  is  occa- 
fionally  mentioned  in  Swift’s  De¬ 
fence  of  Lord  Carteret.  From 
her  inftru&ions  little  Woffington 
learned  that  eafy  adlion  and  grace¬ 
ful  deportment,  which  fhe  after¬ 
wards  endeavoured,  with  unre¬ 
mitting  application,  to  improve. 
When  the  Beggar’s  Opera  was 
firft  a&ed  at  Dublin,  it  was  fo 
much  applauded  and  admired, 
that  all  ranks  of  people  flocked  to 
fee  it.  A  company  of  childrem, 
under  the  title  of  Lilliputians, 
were  encouraged  to  reprefent  this 
favourite  piece  at  the  Theatre 
Royal  ;•  and  Mils  Woffington, 
then  in  the  tenth  year  of  her  age, 
made  a  very  diflinguifhed  figure 
amongft  thefe  pigmy  comedians. 

She  appeared,  for  the  Bril  time 
in  London,  at  the  theatre  in  Co¬ 
vent-garden,  in  1738.  Her  choice 
of  character  excited  the  curiofity 
of  the  public  :  Sir  Harry  Wild- 
air,  aCted  by  a  woman,  was  a 
novelty  :  this  gay,  diffipated, 
good-humoured  rake,  lhe  repre- 
fented  with  fo  much  eafe,  ele¬ 
gance,  and  propriety  of  deport¬ 
ment,  that  no  male  aClor  has 
fince  equalled  her  in  that  part : 
fhe  acquitted  herfelf  fo  much  to 
the  general  fatisfa&ion,  that  it 
became  fafhionable  to  fee  Mrs. 
Woffington  perfonate  Sir  Harry 
Wildair.  The  managers  Toon 
found  it  to  be  their  intereft  to  an¬ 
nounce  her  frequently  for  that 
favourite  character;  it  proved 
a  eonftant  charm  to  fill  their 
houfes. 


In 
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In  Dublin  lire  tried  her  powers 
of  acting  a  tragedy  rake,  for  Lo¬ 
thario  is  certainly  of  that  call ; 
but  whether  ihe  was  as  greatly  ae- 
complifhed  in  the  manly  tread  of 
the  bulkin’d  libertine,  as  fhe  was 
in  the  genteel  walk  of  the  gay 
gentleman  in  comedy,  I  know 
not  ;  but  it  is  certain  that  (lie  did 
not  meet  with  the  fame  approba¬ 
tion  in  the  part  of  Lothario,  as  in 
that  of  Wildair. 

Her  chief  merit  in  a<5ling,  I 
think,  conlifted  in  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  females  in  high-rank,  and 
of  dignified  elegance,  whofe  graces 
in  deportment,  as  well  as  foibles, 
ihe  underllood,  and  difplayed  in  a 
very  lively  and  pleafing  manner. 
The  falhionable  irregularities  and 
fprightly  coquetry  of  a  Millamant, 
a  Lady  Townly,  Lady  Betty  Mo- 
difh,  and  Maria  in  the  Non¬ 
juror,  were  exhibited  by  Woffing¬ 
ton  with  that  happy  eafe  and 
gaiety,  and  with  fuch  powerful 
attraction,  that  the  excefles  of 
thefe  characters  appeared  not  only 
pardonable,  but  agreeable. 

But  this  aCtrefs  did  not  confine 
herlelf  to  parts  of  fuperior  ele¬ 
gance  ;  fhe  loved  to  wanton  with 
ignorance  when  combined  with 
abfurdity,  and  to  play  with  petu¬ 
lance  and  folly,  with  peevifhnels 
and  vulgarity  :  thofe  who  remem¬ 
ber  her  Lady  Pliant  in  Congreve’s 
Double  Dealer,  will  recollect  with 
great  pleafure  her  whimfical  dif- 
covery  .of  paffion,  and  her  auk- 
ward  ly  affumed  prudery:  in  Mrs. 
Day,  in  the  Committee,  file  made 
no  fcruple  to  difguife  her  beautiful 
countenance,  by  drawing  on  it 
the  lines  of  deformity,  and  the 
wrinkles  of  old  age  ;  and  to  put 
on  the  tawdry  habiliments  and 


vulgar  manners  of  art  old  hypo¬ 
critical  city  vixen. 

As,  in  her  profeffion,  fhe  aimed 
at  attaining  general  excellence, 
fhe  ftudied  feveral  parts  of  the 
moft  pathetic,  as  well  as  lofty 
clafs  in  tragedy ;  and  was  refolved 
to  perfeCt  herfelf  in  the  grace  and 
grandeur  of  the  French  theatre. 
With  this  view  fhe  vifited  Paris; 
here  fhe  was  introduced  to  Ma- 
demoilelle  Dumefhil,  an  aCtrefs 
celebrated  for  natural  elocution 
and  dignified  aCtion.  Colley 
Cibber,  at  the  age  of  feventy, 
profeffed  himfelf  Mrs.  Woffinp-- 
ton’s  humble  admirer  ;  he  thought 
himfelf  happy  to  be  her  Cicifbeo 
and  inflruClor ;  his  great  delight 
was  to  play  Nykin,  or  Fondle- 
wife  in  the  Old  Batchelor,  to  her 
Cocky,  or  Letitia,  in  the  fame 
play. 

On  her  return  from  Paris,  fhe 
aCted  with  approbation  feme  parts 
in  tragedy,  particularly  Andro¬ 
mache  and  Hermione  in  the  Dif- 
trdled  Mother,  which,  to  fhew 
her  proficiency,  fhe  played  alter¬ 
nately  ;  but  fire  never  could  attain 
to  that  happy  art  ofWpeaking, 
nor  reach  that  fkill  of  touching: 
the  pafiions,  fo  juftly  admired  in 
Cibber  and  Pritchard.  Old  Col¬ 
ley,  her  mailer,  was  himfelf  a 
mean  aCtor  in  tragedy,  though  he 
was  extremely  fond  of  the  bufkin; 
he  taught  her  to  recite  fo  pomp- 
oufly,  that  nature  and  paffion 
were  not  feldom  facrificed  to  a 
faife  glare  of  eloquence.  The 
teacher  infilled  upon  a  particular 
tone,  as  he  called  it,  in  the  de¬ 
clamation  of  his  pupils. 

Mr.  Garrick’s  acquaintance  with 
Mrs.  Woffington  commenced,  I 
believe,  in  Ireland,  when  he  firft 
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Vifited  that  kingdom,  in  1742  ; 
fhe  added  Cordelia  and  Ophelia  to 
his  Lear  and  Hamlet.  When  he 
commenced  patentee,  in  1747* 
he  found  her  one  of  the  articled 
Comedians  of  Mr.  Lacy;  but,  as 
he  brought  with  him  from  Covent- 
gnrden  Mrs.  Cibber  and  Mrs* 
Pritchard,  (lie  thought  her  conti¬ 
nuing  at  Drury-lane  would  be  at¬ 
tended  with  many  difagreeable 
contentions  for  characters.  Be¬ 
fore  that  time,  Clive  and  Wof¬ 
fington  had  clafhed  on  various 
occafions,  which  brought  forth 
fquabbles,  diverting  enough  to 
their  fevcral  partizans  amongft  the 
aCdors.  Woffington  was  well- 
bred,  feemingly  difpaffionate,  and 
at  all  times  miftrefs  of  herfelf. 
Clive  was  frank,  open,  and  im¬ 
petuous  ;  what  came  uppermoft  in 
her  mind,  fhe  fpoke  without  re^ 
ferve  :  the  other  blunted  the  (harp 
fpeeches  of  Clive  by  her  appa¬ 
rently  civil,  but  keen  and  farcaf- 
tic  replies  ;  thus  fhe  often  threw 
Clive  off  her  guard  by  an  arch  fe- 
verity,  which  the  warmth  of  the 
other  could  not  eafily  parry. 

No  two  women  of  high  rank 
ever  hated  one  another  more  un- 
refervedly  than  thefe  great  dames 
of  the  theatre.  But  though  the 
paffions  of  each  were  as  lofty  as 
thofe  of  a  firft  dutchefs,  yet  they 
wanted  the  courtly  art  of  conceal¬ 
ing  them  ;  and  this  cccafioned 
now  and  then  a  very  grotefque 
feene  in  the  Green-room. 

Mrs.  Woffington,  after  adding  a 
few  years  with  Mr.  Rich,  engag¬ 
ed  herfelf,  in  1751,  to  Mr.  She¬ 
ridan,  the  manager  of  the  Dublin 
theatre.  Here  fhe  continued  three 
years,  and  was  the  admiration  of 
the  public  in  a  variety  of  parts* 
tragic  and  comic.  Her  company 
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was  fought  after  by  -men  of  the 
fir  ft  rank  and  diftindtion  ;  perfons 
of  the  graved:  character,  and  moll 
eminent  for  learning,  were  proud 
of  her  acquaintance,  and  charmed 
with  her  con verfation.  She  was 
I  think,  chofen  prefident  of  a  fe~ 
ledd  fociety  of  beaux  efprits,  call¬ 
ed  the  Beef  Steak  Club,  and  was 
the  only  woman  in  the  company. 

She  frankly  declared,  that  fhe 
preferred  the  company  of  men  to 
that  of  women  ;  the  latter,  fhe 
faid,  talked  of  nothing  but  filks 
and  fcandal.  Whether  this  parti¬ 
cular  preference  of  the  conven¬ 
tion  of  males  might  not  take  its 
rile  from  her  not  being  admitted 
to  vifit  certain  ladies  of  quality,  I 
will  not  take  upon  me  to  fay  ;  but 
idie  certainly  had  not  that  free  ac- 
cefs  to  women  of  rank  and  virtue 
which  was  permitted  to  Oldfield 
and  Cibber. 

Mrs.  Woffington  was  miftrefs  of 
a  good  underftanding,  which'  was 
much  improved  by  company  and 
books.  She  had  a  mold  attractive 
fprightlinefs  in  her  manner,  and 
dearly  loved  to  purfue  the  baga¬ 
telle  of  vivacity  and  humour:  fhe 
was  affable,  good-natured,  and 
charitable.  When  fhe  returned, 
to  London,  in  17^6,  fhe  once 
more  engaged  herfelf  to  Mr.  Rich  ; 
and  died,  about  a  year  before  his 
death,  of  a  gradual  decay.” 

Mr.  Malloch  or  Mallet,  the  au¬ 
thor  of  Elvira,  and  fevera!  other 
dramatick  compofuions,  makes  too 
confpicuous  a  figure  in  thefe  me¬ 
moirs  to  be  omitted. 

“  This  author,  fays  Mr.  Davies, 
was,  when  very  young,  janitor  of 
the  High  School  of  Edinburgh. 
His  real  name  was  Macgregor,  a 
member  of  a  Scotch  clan,  which 
R  *  had 
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had  rendered  themfelves  fo  noto¬ 
rious,  as  well  as  obnoxious  to  the 
laws,  for  aCts  of  violence  and  rob¬ 
bery,  that  they  were  obliged,  by 
an  aCt  of  parliament,  to  change 
the  name  of  Macgregor  for  ano¬ 
ther,  Our  author  chofe  that  of 
Malloch  ;  but  after  having  uled  it 
fome  time,  and  figned  it  to  a  de¬ 
dication,  he  thought  it  founded  fo 
unpolitely  and  was  fo  unharmo- 
nious,  that  he  afterwards  foftened 
it  into  Mallet.  The  firfl:  pro¬ 
duction  of  his  mufe,  and  when  he 
was  very  young,  was  a  fweet  and 
plaintive  ballad  called  William  and 
Margaret.  Captain  Thompfon, 
the  editor  of  Andrew  Marvell’s 
works,  declares  that  he  found  this 
poetical  nofegay  among  many  other 
productions  of  the  fame  author  in 
a  folio  MS.  of  his  works,  and 
with  feveral  poems  publithed  by 
Mr.  Addifon  in  the  Spectator. 

The  Englifh  poetry,  in  Mar¬ 
vell’s  time,  was  certainly  not  ar¬ 
rived  at  that  elegance  and  har¬ 
mony  fo  vifible  in  the  fong  of 
William  and  Margaret,  and  the 
hymns  and  verfions  of  pfalms  in 
the  Spectator ;  which  latter  bear 
evident  marks  of  their  being  Mr. 
Addifon’s  own  compofition.  Nor 
can  I  prefume  to  rob  Mr.  Mallet 
of  the  merit  of  writing;  William 
and  Margaret,  on  fo  Tender  a 
proof  as  that  of  its  being  found 
in  a  volume  of  manufcript  poems 
attributed  to  Mr.  Marvell,  a 
name  which  deferves  to  be  revered 
by  every  fincere  lover  of  his  coun¬ 
try.  Mr.  Mallet  having  difbin - 
guifhed  himfelf  as  a  man  of  learn¬ 
ing  and  capacity,  was  appointed 
private  tutor  to  his  grace  the 
Duke  of  Mohtrofe,  and  his  bro¬ 
ther,  Lord  George  Graham.  Soon 
after,  he  went  abroad  with  Mr. 


Craggs  ;  and  after  he  returned  fo 
England,  he  wrote  his  tragedy  of 
Eurydice,  which  was  aCted  at  the 
theatre  in  Drury-lane  in  1731. 
Aaron  Hill  wrote  the  prologue  and 
epilogue,  and  was  enthufiafticall  ? 
warm  in  his  praifes  of  the  play, 
though  he  found  great  fault  with 
the  adding  of  it.  Eurydice  is  not 
written  to  the  heart ;  the  language 
is  not  original  in  many  places, 
but  borrowed  from  other  plays  ; 
nor  are  the  fituations  in  which  the 
characters  are  placed  interefling, 
any  more  than  the  characters 
themfelves  are  jultly  or  power¬ 
fully  drawn  ;  Periander  and  Pro- 
cles  are  Tamerlane  and  Bajazet, 
only  in  diffimilar  fituations  of  for¬ 
tune. 

We  have  in  this  play  rage  with¬ 
out  producing  terror,  and  grief 
that  caufes  no  commiferation. 
Eurydice  was  confiderably  altered 
and  revived  almoft  thirty  years  af¬ 
ter  its  frit  reprefentation.  The 
principal  characters  were  perfonat- 
ed  by  Mr.  Garrick  and  Mrs. 
Cibber,  but  to  no  effeCt.  The 
paffions  of  love  and  jealoufy  are, 
of  all  others,  the  molt  capable  of 
'affeCting  the  minds  of  the  fpeCta- 
tors ;  but  all  the  rage  of  a  Gar¬ 
rick,  and  pathos  of  a  Cibber, 
could  not  extort  a  tear  from  the 
audience.  But  the  author  would 
not  take  the  blame  upon  himfelf ; 
he  fat  in  the  orcheftra,  and  be¬ 
llowed  his  execrations  plentifully 
upon  the  players,  to  whom  he 
attributed  the  cold  reception  of 
his  tragedy. 

Soon  after  the  firft  aCling  of 
Eurydice  he  publifhed  his  poem 
of  Verbal  Criticifm  ;  a  trite  fa- 
tire  on  pedants  and  pedantry, 
compofed  of  fuch  common-place 
raillery  as  that  with  which  fmail 
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wits  tifually  attack  great  and  emi¬ 
nent  fcholars.  Bentley’s  Paradife 
Loft  was  indeed  a  fair  mark  for 
cenfure  ;  and  we  muft,  I  am 
afraid,  reckon  it  amongft  the  do¬ 
tages  of  that  learned  man,  who 
publillied  his  edition  of  Milton  in 
a  very  advanced  age.  But  Mal¬ 
let’s  attack  upon  Theobald  was 
equally  ignorant  and  illiberal  ; 
for  the  Shakfpeare  Reftored  of  this 
writer  laid  the  foundation  of  juft 
criticifm  upon  our  great  poet. 
However,  the  poem  was  written 
with  a  defign  to  ingratiate  the 
author  with  Mr.  Pope,  who  foon 
after  introduced  him  to  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke. 

Thomfon  and  Mallet  were  re¬ 
commended  to  the  patronage  of 
Frederick  Prince  of  Wales,  who 
appointed  them  both  his  fecreta- 
ries.  The  politicks  of  St.  James’s 
and  of  Leiccfter  Houfe  being  very 
oppofite,  thefe  writers  were  em¬ 
ployed  by  the  friends  of  the  prince 
tojuftify  his  conduct,  and  vindi¬ 
cate  his  caufe,  by  attacking  the 
adminiftration  of  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole. 

The  two  poets  did  not  pretend 
to  underftand  political  argument, 
but  were  fuppofed  capable  of  in- 
terefting  the  public  in  favour  of 
their  maker’s  caufe  by  the  art  of 
working  up  a  fable  in  a  tragedy, 
and  in  the  drawing  characters, 
and  giving  them  fuch  language, 
as  an  audience  could  not  fail  pro¬ 
perly  to  apply.  Thomfon,  under 
the  aufpices  of  his  great  patron, 
brought  his  Agamemnon  on 
Drury-lane  ftage.  I  remember 
the  following  fpeech  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  character  in  the  play,  which 
was  fpoken  to  CEgifthus,  was 
greatly  applauded  : 


- But  the  moft  fruitful  fource, 

Of  every  evil — O  !  that  I  in  thunder 
Could  found  it  o’er  the  lift’ning  world 
to  kings, 

Is  delegating  power  to  wicked  hands. 

Agamemnon,  though  well  a<ft- 
ed,  for  Mrs.  Porter  in  advanced 
age  and  lame  was  prevailed  on  to 
perform  CJytemneftra,  was  not 
written  agreeably  to  the  tafte  of 
the  critics,  who  very  juftly  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  had  not  entirely 
preferved  ancient  manners  and 
characters  ;  Clytemneftra  did  not 
refemble  the  portrait  drawn  of  her 
by  jFTchylus,  which  is  more  con- 
fiftent  and  agreeable  to  hiftory. 
The  difpleafure  of  the  audience 
fhovvn  to  certain  feenes  produced 
a  whimfical  eftcCt  upon  the  au¬ 
thor;  he  had  promifed  to  meet 
fome  friends  at  a  tavern  as  foon 
as  the  play  was  ended,  but  he  was 
obliged  to  defer  his  attending 
them  to  a  very  late  hour.  When 
he  came,  they  afked  him  the  reafon 
of  his  ftay ;  he  told  them,  that  the 
criticks  had  fweated  him  fo  terri¬ 
bly,  by  their  fevere  treatment  of 
certain  parts  of  his  tragedy,  that 
the  perfpiration  was  fo  violent,  as 
to  render  his  wig  unfit  to  wear; 
and  that  he  had  fpent  a  great  deal 
of  time  amongft  the  peruke-mak¬ 
ers  in  procuring  a  proper  cover 
for  his  head. 

Though  Thomfon’s  Edward  and 
Eleonora  was  excluded  the  ftage, 
becaufe  the  licenfer  faw,  as  he 
imagined,  a  formidable  attack 
upon  the  minifter  ;  Mallet’s  Muf- 
tapha,  which  was  faid  to  glance 
at  the  king  and  Sir  Robert  Wal¬ 
pole,  in  the  chara&ers  of  Soly- 
man  the  Magnificent  and  Ruftan 
his  vifier,  was  aCted  with  great 
applaufe. 
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On  the  fir  ft  night  of  its  exhibi¬ 
tion  were  aflembled  all  the  chiefs 
in  oppofition  to  the  court  ;  "and 
many  fpeeches  were  applied  by  the 
audience  to  the  fuppofed  grievan¬ 
ces  of  the  times,  and  to  perfons 
and  charach  rs.  The  play  was  in 
general  well  added  ;  more  particu¬ 
larly  the  parts  of  Solyman  and 
Muftapha,  by  Quin  and  Mil- 
ward.  Mr.  Pope  was  prefent,  in 
the  boxes  ;  and  at  the  end  of  the 
play  went  behind  the  fee  ties',  a 
place  which  he  had  not  vifited  for 
feme  years.  He  exp  re  fifed  him- 
felf  to  be  well  pleafed  with  his  en¬ 
tertainment  ;  and  particularly  ad^ 
drefted  himfelf  to  Quin,  who  was 
greatly  flattered  with  the  diftinc- 
tion  paid  him  by  fo  great  a  man  ; 
and  when  Pope’s  fervant  brought 
his  mafter’s  fcarlet  cloke.  Quin 
infilled  upon  the  honour  of  put¬ 
ting  it  on  him. 

Thomfon  and  Mallet  were  foon 
after  commanded  by  the  Prince 
of  Wales  to  write  the  mafque  of 
Alfred,  to  celebrate  the  birth¬ 
day  of  Lady  Augufta,  his  eldeft 
daughter,  which  was  twice  added, 
in  the  gardens  of  Clifden,  by 
Quin,  Milward,  Mrs.  Clive,  Mrs. 
Horton,  and  other  players.  The 
accommodations  for  the  company, 
]  was  told,  were  but  feanty,  and 
ill  managed  ;  and  the  players 
were  not  treated  as  perfons  ought 
to  be  who  are  employed  by  a 
prince.  Quin,  I  believe,  was  ad¬ 
mitted  among  thofe  of  the  higher 
order;  and  Mrs.  Clive  might  be 
fafely  trufted  to  take  care  of  her- 
l'elf  any  where. 

Mr.  Mallet’s  reputation  was 
'  now  fo  highly  advanced,  that  the 
Duchefs  of  Marlborough  left 
ioool.  by  legacy  to  him  and  Mr. 
Glover,  as  a  reward  for  writing 
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the  life  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo¬ 
rough.  The  latter  declining  the 
talk,  the  whole  furri  became  the 
property  of  the  former. 

Mr.  Mallet,  after  the  death  of 
his  friend  Thomfon,  which  hap¬ 
pened  in  1 748 ,  refumed  the  ftory 
of  Alfred,  on  which  they  had 
written  in  conjundftion.  He  ob- 
ferved  that  in  the  fir  ft  Iketch,  Al¬ 
fred  was  but  the  fecond  charafler 
in  his  own  piece  ;  and  this,  I 
imagine,  was  owing  to  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  Quin,  whofe  manner  of 
fpeaking  and  figure  were  better 
adapted  to  the  part  of  the  hermit 
than  Alfred.  He  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  make  great  alterations, 
more  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of 
the  principal  part,  and  more  Ant¬ 
ed  to  Mr.  Garrick’s  powers,  who 
undertook  to  aft  it.  Abundance 
of  fongs,  and  fome  odes,  were 
added,  and  many  new  incidents 
and  characters ;  fo  that  little  of 
the  old  mafque  remained.  In  de¬ 
corations  of  magnificent  triumphal 
arches,  dances  of  furies,  various 
harmony  of  mufick  and  incanta¬ 
tions,  fine  feenes  and  dreftes,  this 
mafque  exceeded  every  thing 
which  had  before  made  its  ap¬ 
pearance  on  the  Engiilh  ftage. 

Mr.  Mallet,  in  the  end  of  the 
year  1748,  was  employed  by  his 
patron,  Bolingbroke,  in  a  bufi- 
nefs  which,  if  he  had  any  feeling, 
mull  have  been  very  difagreeable 
to  him,  the  writing  the  preface  to 
an  edition  of  the  Patriot  King,  in 
which  he  was  obliged  to  cenfure 
the  condudd  of  his  friend  Mr. 
Pope.  This  great  man  had  been 
entrufted  with  feveral  printed  co¬ 
pies  of  the  book,  and  enjoined  to 
communicate  the  knowledge  of  it 
to  a  few  felefl  perfons  only  ;  but 
he  had,  unknown  to  the  author, 
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printed  an  edition  privately  of 
1500  copies. 

Loid  Bolingbroke  died  in  De¬ 
cember  1751,  and  left  all  bis  writ¬ 
ings,  publifhed  and  unpublilbed, 
to  Mr.  Mallet;  but  with  relpeCt 
to  thole  political  works  printed  in 
his  life-time,  lie  exp  re  lied  him- 
felf  cautioufly,  as  if  he  forefaw 
that  fomebody  would  lay  claim  to 
them  ;  and  therefore  he  left  them 
to  his  legatee,  as  far  as  he  law¬ 
fully  could. 

When  Mallet  had  prepared 
Lord  Bolingbroke’s  works  for  the 
prefs,  he  was  furprifed  with  a 
claim  of  Mr.  Richard  Francklin, 
the  printer,  who  had,  in  1726, 
publifhed  Lord  Bolingbroke’s  Po¬ 
litical  TraCts;  and  in  1735-6  re¬ 
tailed  in  the  Craftfman  his  Re¬ 
marks  upon  the  Hiftory  of  Eng¬ 
land,  and  his  Dilfertation  on  Par¬ 
ties  ;  and  afterwards,  by  the  con- 
fent,  or  at  lead  connivance,  of  the 
author,  printed  them  in  feparate 
volumes.  He  and  Mr.  Mallet 
were  advifed,  by  Mr.  Garrick 
and  other  friends,  to  leave  the 
matter  in  difpute  to  the  arbitra¬ 
tion  of  two  perfons  who  were  fup- 
pofed  by  them  to  be  competent 
judges  of  the  quedion.  Mallet 
named  Mr.  Garrick’s  friend,  Mr. 
Draper,  a  partner  of  Jacob  Ton- 
fon  ;  and  Francklin  chofe  Mr. 
Thomas  Wotton,  an  eminent 
bookfeller,  who  had  retired  from 
bulinefs.  A  writing  was  drawn, 
wherein  the  quedion  was  dated, 
and  a  power  given  to  the  umpires 
to  decide  upon  it,  dgned  by  the 
parties. 

After  mature  deliberation,  the 
arbitrators  gave  their  decree  in 
writing,  as  follows  :  That  Mr. 
Mallet  diould  pay  Mr.  Francklin 
the  fum  of  two  hnndred  pounds 


OF  BOOKS.  245 

for  leave  to  print  the  political 
works  of  Lord  Bolingbroke,  which 
had  been  publifhed  in  his  lord- 
fhip’s  life-time,  in  a  complete 
collection  of  the  faid  nobleman’s 
writings,  and  in  any  form  which 
he  thought  proper,  and  as  often 
as  he  pleafed  ;  with  this  provifo, 
that  Mr,  Francklin  diould  be  at 
liberty  to  print  the  books  in 
quedion  in  feparate  volumes,  as 
ufual. 

Mr.  Mallet  did  by  no  means 
approve  the  decidon  ;  and  Franck¬ 
lin,  by  truding  to  his  honour,  in 
not  having  infided  upon  bonds  of 
arbitration,  was  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  the  award. 

The  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds, 
for  leave  to  print  two  or  three  old 
volumes,  will  doubtlefs  appear  at 
prefent  too  large  a  gratification  ; 
but,  at  that  time,  the  right  of 
copy  was  edeemed  a  valuable  per¬ 
petuity  ;  and  we  cannot  now  con¬ 
demn  two  very  intelligent  and 
honed  men  for  a  decidon  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  that  property  which  was 
fo  differently  rated  above  fix  and 
twenty  years  ago.  Mr.  Mallet’s- 
conduCt  will  not  bear  judifi cation. 
But  though  we  cannot  defend  his 
behaviour,  we  may  perhaps  al¬ 
ledge  fomething  by  way  of  ex- 
cu fe.  Mr.  Mallet  and  his  lady 
appeared  to  all  the  world  lobe  the 
happied  couple  in  /it,  and  I  de¬ 
fire  to  have  no  doubt  that  they 
really  were  what  they  wifhed  the 
world  diould  think  them.  How¬ 
ever,  Mrs.  Mallet,  to  her  excef- 
five  love,  joined  the  mod  con- 
fummate  prudence.  Every  {hill¬ 
ing  of  her  fortune,  which  amount¬ 
ed  to  feven  or  eight  thoufand 
pounds,  fine  fettled  upon  herfelf ; 
but  then  die  took  ail  imaginable 
care  that  Mr.  Mallet  ihould  ap- 
R  3  pear 
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pear  like  a  gentleman  of  didinc-  fhe  been  happy  in  abilities  to  aft 
tion,  and,  from  her  great  kind-  charafters  of  confequence,  the 
nefs,  fhe  always  purchafed  every  would  have  been  an  excellent 
th  i eg  that  he  wore  ;  hat,  dock-  partner  in  tragedy  for  Mr.  Barry, 
ings,  coat,  waidcoat,  &c.  were  In  the  viciffitudes  of  itinerant  aft- 
all  of  her  own  choice,  as  well  as  ing,  {he  had  been  often  reduced, 
at  her  own  coil  ;  and  fuch  was  the  from  the  fmall  number  of  players 
warmth  of  her  fondnefs,  that  (he  in  the  company  fhe  belonged  to, 
took  care  all  the  world  fhould  to  difguife  her  lovely  form,  and 
know  the  pains  fhe  bellowed  on  to  affume  parts  very  undatable  tQ 
her  hufband’s  drefs  *.  fo  delicate  a  creature. 

Mallet  dreamt  of  getting  gol-  When  fhe  was  afked  what  cha- 
den  mountains  by  Bolingbroke’s  rafters  fhe  excelled  in  mod,  fhe 
legacy  ;  he  was  fo  fanguine  in  his  innocently  replied.  Old  men  in  co~ 
expectations,  that  he  rejefted  the  '  medy  ;  meaning  fuch  parts  as 
offer  of  three  thoufand  pounds,  Fcndlewife  in  the  Old  Bachelor, 
tendered  to  him  by  Mr.  Millar  and  Sir  jealous  Trarnck  in  the 
the  bookfeller,  for  the  copy-right  Bufy  Body.  She  died  fuddenly 
of  that  nobleman’s  works ;  at  the  at  Plymouth,  as  fhe  was  looking 
fame  time  he  was  fo  didreffed  for  at  a  dance  that  was  praftifing  for 
cafh,  that  he  was  forced  to  borrow  the  night’s  reprefentation. 
money  of  the  fame  Mr.  Millar,  Mr.  Mallet  obtained  a  penfion 
to  pay  his  dationer  and  printer.  from  the  minidry  in  1757,  and 
Mallet  heartily  repented  his  re-  was  employed  to  write  a  vindica- 
fufal  of  the  Bookfeller’s  offer,  for  tion  of  their  meafures,  and  :more 
the  fird  impreflion  of  his  edition  particularly  refpefting  their  fend- 
of  Bolingbroke’s  works  was  not  ing  a  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean 
fold  off  in  twenty  years.  under  Byng  ;  this  he  effefted  in 

Mr.  Mallet’s  mafque  of  Britan-  a  letter,  written,  as  it  is  faid  in 
nia  was  afted  in  1755.  Mr.  Gar-  r^e  title,  by  a  plain  man,  which 
rick  fpoke  a  humourous  epilogue  was  publifhed  in  a  large  fheet  of 
to  it  in  the  charafter  of  a  drunken  paper;  the  miniders  were  foon 
iailor,  part  of  which  he  compofed  after  changed  :  however,  his  old 
himfelf.  Britannia  was  reprefent-  friends  had  the  intered  to  procure 
ed  by  Mrs,  Jefferfon,  the  mod  him  a  very  confiderable  place  in 
complete  figure  in  beauty  of  coun-  the  cudoms,  which  he  enjoyed 
tenance  and  fymmetry  of  form  I  till  his  death, 
ever  beheld.  This  good  woman  Till  the  year  1763,  we  hear 
(for  fhe  was  as  virtuous  as  fair)  nothing  of  Mallet,  except  adedi- 
was  fo  unaffefted  and  fimple  in  her  cation  of  his  poems  to  the  late 
behaviour,  that  fhe  knew  not  her  Duke  of  Marlborough,  in  which 
power  of  charming.  Her  beauti-  he  promifes  himfelf  fpeedily  the 
ful  figure  and  majedick  dep  in  the  honour  of  dedicating  to  him  the 
charafter  of  Anna  Bullen,  drew  life  of  his  great  relation.  In  the 
the  admiration  of  all  who  faw  preface  to  his  Alfred,  publifhed 
her.  She  was  very  tall  ;  and,  had  with  his  other  works  in  1759,  he 

*  Mr,  Mallet’s  favourite  drefs  vvas  a  fuit  of  black  velvet, 

had 
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had  there  fupprefled  what  he  had 
faid  in  a  former  advertifement  to 
that  mafque,  publifhed  in  1751, 
that  it  was  written  to  amufe  him- 
felf,  amidft  the  fatigues  of  his 
great  work,  the  life  of  the  Duke 
of  Mariborough. 

However,  this  life,  of  which 
he  never  wrote  one  line,  ferved 
him  as  a  kind  of  ftalking-horfe, 
to  reach  at  any  game  which  he 
had  in  profpeft. 

When  he  had  finifhed  his  El¬ 
vira,  he  call  about  in  what  man¬ 
ner  he  could  beft  prevail  upon 
Mr.  Garrick  to  aft  it.  He  knew 
that  his  revived  Eurydice,  and  his 
mafque  of  Britannia,  had  done 
nothing  <for  the  managers,  though 
he  had  gained  fomething  by  them 
himfelf.  He  waited  on  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick,  in  the  ufual  intercourfe  of 
friendlhip,  with  Elvira  in  his 
pocket. 

After  the  common  falute,  Mr. 
Garrick  afked  him,  what  it  was 
that  employed  his  ftudies.  “  Why, 
upon  my  word,  faid  Mallet,  I  am 
eternally  fatigued  with  preparing 
and  arranging  materials  for  the 
life  of  the  great  Duke  of  Marl¬ 
borough  ;  all  my  nights  and  days 
are  occupied  with  that  hiftory  ; 
and  you  know,  Mr.  Garrick,  that 
it  is  a  very  bright  and  interefting 
period  in  the  Britilh  annals.  But 
hark  you,  my  friend!  do  you 
know  that  I  have  found  out  a  pret¬ 
ty  fnug  nich  in  it  for  you  ?” - 

“  Heh  !  how’s  that  !  a  nich  for 
me  !  (faid  the  manager,  turning 
quickly  upon  him,  his  eyes  fpark- 
ling  with  unufual  fire.)  How  the 
devil  could  you  bring  me  into  the 
hiftory  of  John  Churchill  Duke  of 

*  Dr.  Tohnfon,  in  his  life  of  Mallet, 
Alfred. 
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Marlborough  ?”  —  “  That’s  my 
bufinefs,  my  dear  friend  (rejoined 
Mallet;)  but  I  tell  you,  I  have 
done  it.” — “  Well,  faith.  Mal¬ 
let,  you  have  the  art  of  furprifing 
your  friends  in  the  mod  unex- 
pefted  and  the  politeft  manner  : 
but  why  won’t  you,  now,  who 
are  fo  well  qualified,  write  fome¬ 
thing  for  the  ftage  ?  You  fhould 
relax.  Interpone  tuis  —  ha?  you 
know  !  for  I  am  fure  the  theatre 
is  a  mere  matter  of  diverfion,  a 
pleafure  to  you.” 

“  Why  faith,  faid  the  other,  to 
tell  you  the  truth,  I  have,  when¬ 
ever  I  could  rob  the  duke  of  an 
hour  or  fo,  employed  myfelf  in 
adapting  La  Motte’s  Ines  de 
Caftro  to  the  Englilh  ftage,  and 
here  it  is.”  The  manager  em¬ 
braced  Elvira  with  rapture,  and 
brought  it  forward  with  all  expe¬ 
dition.* 

A  gentleman  of  the  law,  who 
could  not  mifs  fuch  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  laughing  at  Mr.  Garrick’s 
vanity,  met  him  one  day,  and  told 
him  he  had  been  applied  to  by 
the  bookfellers  to  publifh  an  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Statutes  at  Large,  and 
he  hoped  he  fhould  find  a  fnug 
nich  in  them  to  introduce  him. 

The  ftory  of  Elvira  is  exceed¬ 
ingly  affefting,  and  Mrs.  Cibber  . 
would  excite  tears,  if  poflible, 
from  infenfibility  ;  but  the  ftyle 
of  Mallet  is  not  dramatick  ;  it  is 
laboured  and  affefted,  void  of 
nature  and  fimplicicy.  The  play 
was  well  afted,  but  I  believe  it 
was  flopped  at  the  ninth  night. 
Some  application  made  by  the  pit 
to  an  unpopular  nobleman  did  no 
manner  of  fervice  to  it.  Mallet, 

places  this  anecdote  to  the  Mafque  of 
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alarmed  at  the  difcontinuing  the 
nin  of  his  3 aft  and  favourite  off~ 
fpring,  acquainted  Mr.  Garrick 
by  a  note,  that  he  had  received 
forty  cards  from  perfons  of  difti  no¬ 
tion,  all  of  whom  delired  to  know 
the  reafon  why  his  play  was  hop¬ 
ped  ;  and  for  anfwer,  he  had  refer¬ 
red  them  to  him,  the  proper  judge. 

Mr.  Garrick  had  no  ftomach  to 
repeat  the  adding  of  a  tragedy  that 
was  not  approved  by  the  public, 
and  in  which  he  had  received  fuch 
fiignal  mortification.  The  part  of 
Don  Pedro  in  Elvira  was  the  iaft 
new  charadler  he  ever  aded. 

I  have  faid  a  great  deal  of  this ' 
gentleman,  and  yet  there  was  a 
linking  peculiarity  in  his  condud 
that  I  ought  not  to  omit,  as  it  may 
very  probably  convey  fome  ufeful 
advice  to  others.  He  was  a  great 
free-thinker,  and  a  very  free- 
fpeaker  of  his  free- thoughts  ;  he 
made  no  fcruple  to  difteminate  his 
fceptical  opinions  where-ever  he 
could  with  any  propriety  introduce 
them. 

At  his  own  table  indeed,  the 
lady  of  the  houfe  (who  was  a 
liaunch  advocate  for  her  hufband’s 
opinions)  would  often,  in  the 
warmth  of  argument,  fay  c<  <SVr, 
drifts ,  ’  ’ 

She  once  made  ufe  of  this  ex- 
preflion  in  a  mixed  company  to 
David  Hume,  who  refufed  the  in¬ 
tended .  compliment,  by  averting 
that  he  was  a  very  good  Chriftian  ; 
for  the  truth  of  which  he  appeal¬ 
ed  to  a  worthy  clergyman  prefent; 
and  this  occasioned  a  laugh,  which 
a  little  difconcerted  the  lady  and 
Mr.  Mallet. 

The  ledure  upon  the  non  crc- 
denda  of  the  free-thinkers  was  re¬ 
peated  fo  often,  and  urged  with 
*0  earneftnefs,  that  the  infe¬ 


rior  dcmefticks  became  foon  as  a- 
ble  difputants  as  the  heads  of  the 
family.  The  fellow  who  waited 
at  table  being  thoroughly  convinc¬ 
ed,  that  for  any  of  his  mifdeeds 
he  fhould  have  no  after- account  to 
make,  was  refolved  to  profit  by  the 
do&rine,  and  made  off  with  many 
things  of  value,  particularly  the 
plate.  Luckily  he  was  fo  clofely 
purfued,  that  he  was  brought  back 
with  his  prey  to  his  maker’s  houfe, 
who  examined  him  before  fome 
feled  friends.  At  iirft,  the  man 
was  fallen,  and  would  anfwer  no 
queftions.put  to  him;  but  being 
urged  to  give  a  reafon  for  his  in^ 
famous  behaviour,  he  refolutely 
faid,  (  Sir,  I  had  heard  you  fo 
often  talk  of  the  impofTibility  of  a 
future  ftate,  and  that  after  death 
there  was  no  reward  for  virtue,  or 
punilhment  for  vice,  that  I  was 
tempted  to  commit  the  robbery.’ 
“  Well  ;  but  you  rafcal  (replied 
Mallet)  had  you  no  fear  of  the 
gallows  ?”  ‘  Sir,  faid  the  fellow 
(looking  fterniy  at  his  maker) 
what  is  that  to  you,  if  I  had  a 
mind  to  venture  that  ?  you  had 
removed  my  greateft  terror  ;  why 
fhould  l  fear  the  lefter  ?’  Mr. 
Mallet  died  April  21,  1765.” 

We  (hall  conclude  our  extra&s 
from  this  entertaining  mifcellany 
with  the  following  anecdotes  of 
two  celebrated  and  much  admired 
theatrical  perfonages,  Mrs.  Clive, 
and  Mr.  Foote, 

tf  About  a  year  after  Mrs.  Pritch¬ 
ard  had  withdrawn  from  the  thea¬ 
tre,  her  conftant  companion  and 
friend,  Mrs.  Ciive,  determined  to 
follow  her  example  ;  had  (he 
thought  proper,  fhe  could  have 
continued  feveral  years  longer  to 
delight  the  public  in  various  cha¬ 
racter? 


ACCOUNT 

rafters  adapted  to  her  figure  and 
time  of  life  ;  for  to  the  Jail  fhe 
was  admirable  and  unrivalled. 

Mr.  Garrick  fent  Mr.  Hopkins, 
the  prompter,  to  her,  to  know 
whether  fhe  was  in  earned:  in  her 
intention  of  leaving  the  flage. 
To  fuch  ameiTenger  Mrs.  Clive 
difdained  to  give  an  anfwer.  To 
Mr.  George  Garrick,  whom  he 
afterwards  deputed  to  wait  on  her 
upon  the  fame  errand,  this  high- 
ip  i  ri  ted  aftrefs  was  not  much  more 
civil;  however,  fhe  condefcended 
to  tell  him,  that,  if  his  brother 
wifhed  to  know  her  mind,  he 
fhould  have  called  upon  her  him- 
felf.  When  the  manager  and 
Mrs.  Clive  met,  their  interview 
was  ihorc,  and  their  difcourfe  cu¬ 
rious.  After  fome  compliments 
on  her  great  merit,  Mr.  Garrick 
wifhed,  he  faid,  that  fhe  would 
continue,  for  her  own  fake,  fome 
years  longer  on  the  flage.  This 
civil  fuggeflion  fhe  anfwered  by  a 
look  of  contempt,  and  a  decifive 
negative.  afked  how  much 

fhe  was  worth  ;  fhe  replied  brifkly, 
as  much  as  himfelf.  Upon  his 
imiling  at  her  fuppofed  ignorance 
or  mihnformation,  fhe  explained 
herfelf,  by  telling  him,  that  jhe 
knew  when  fhe  had  enough, 
though  he  never  would.  He  then 
entreated  her  to  renew  her  agree¬ 
ment  for  three  or  four  years;  fhe 
peremptorily  refufed.  Upon  re¬ 
peating  his  regret  at  her  leaving 
the  flage,  fhe .  abruptly  told  him, 
that  file  hated  hypocrify  ;  for  file 
was  fure  that  he  would  light  up 
candles  for  joy  of  her  leaving  him, 
but  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
fome  expence.  —  Every  body  will 
fee  there  was  an  unnecefTary  fmart- 
nefs  in  the  lady’s  language,  ap- 
prpaching  to  ru-denefs ;  but  how- 
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ever  it  was  her  way,  as  her  friend 
Mrs.  Pritchard  ufed  to  exprefs  it. 

The  other  anecdote  relates  to 
tranfaftions  between  Mr.  Garrick 
and  Mr.  Foote,  which,  if  the 
whole  of  them  be  true,  place  the 
profligacy  of  the  one,  arifing  from 
his  irregularities,  and  the  timi¬ 
dity  of  the  other,  arifing  from  his 
vanity,  in  a  finking  point  of  view. 

Thefe  rivals  would  often  meet 
at  the  houfes  of  perfons  of  fafhion, 
who  were  glad  to  have  two  fuch 
guefls  at  their  table  ;  though  they 
certainly  fhould  have  entertained 
their  friends  feparately  ;  for  Mr. 
Garrick  was  a  muta  perfona  in  the 
prefence  of  Foote  :  he  was  all 
admiration  when  this  great  genius 
entertained  the  company,  and  no 
man  laughed  more  heartily  at  his 
lively  failles  than  he  did.  It  muff: 
be  owned  that  he  tried  all  methods 
to  conciliate  Foote’s  mind,  fo  far 
at  lead  as  to  prevail  upon  him  to 
forbear  his  illiberal  attacks  upon 
him  when  abfent  ;  and  this  he 
ought  to  have  done  for  his  own 
fake,  for  Foote  often  rendered  his 
converfation  difgufting  by  his 
naufeous  abufe  of  Mr.  Garrick  ; 
but,  the  more  fenfibility  the  latter 
difcovered,  the  greater  price  the 
former  put  upon  his  cealing  from 
hoflilities. 

The  great  fuccefs  of  the  Strat¬ 
ford  Jubilee,  when  exhibited,  in 
the  winter  of  1770,  at  Drury -lane, 
infpired  this  envious  man  with 
the  defjgn  of  producing  a  mock 
procefTion  in  imitation  of  it,  and 
of  introducing  Mr.  Garrick  upon 
his  flage.  He  confidered  him  as 
fit  goods  to  bring  to  his  market  ; 
a  man  fo  rich,  fo  meritorious,  fo 
well  known,  fo  much  admired, 
and  fo  envied,  was  a  prey  too 
vakiable  n$>t  to  be  feized  on  fo/ 
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his  own  life  ;  the  foregoing  it,  he 
thought,  would  be  lofing  a  ftaple 
commodity,  which  would  fill  his 
houfe  forty  nights  fucceffively,  or 
perhaps  for  the  whole  fummer.  In 
this  mock  proceffion,  a  fellow  was 
to  be  d reffed  up,  and  made  as 
much  like  Mr.  Garrick  as  poffi- 
ble  ;  it  was  intended  that  fome  ra¬ 
gamuffin  in  the  proceffion  ffiould 
addrefs  Rofcius  in  the  well-known 
lines  of  the  poet-laureat, 

A  nation’s  tafte  depends  on  you  5 

Perhaps  a  nation’s  virtue  too. 

The  reprefenter  of  Mr.  Garrick 
was  to  make  no  anfwer,  but  to  cry 
cl  Cock  a  doodle  do!” 

While  this  fcheme  was  in  em¬ 
bryo,  Foote’s  neceffities,  which 
were  brought  on  by  a  ridiculous 
parade  of  fplendid  living,  by  hir¬ 
ing  a  number  of  ufelefs  fervants, 
and  by  treating  with  magnificent 
dinners  thofe  who  laughed  at  his 
wit,  drank  his  claret,  and  won  his 
money  at  cards,  (for  he  was  a 
great  dupe  at  play,)  reduced  him 
to  the  humiliating  fituatlon  of 
borrowing  money  of  the  man  whom 
he  intended  to  expofe  to  public 
ridicule.  Five  hundred  pounds 
were  lent  to  him  by  Mr.  Garrick ; 
and  this  fum,  after  a  fuccefsful 
run  of  a  new  piece,  was  paid  back 
in  a  pettiih  refentment,  becaufe 
it  was  pretended  that  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick’s  creatures  had  circulated  a 
report  that  Mr.  Foote  was  under 
obligations  to  him.  By  this  time 
he  had  formed  his  plan,  and  had 
refolved,  or  at  lead  fo  he  gave 
out,  to  put  it  in  execution.  He 
was  at  no  pains  to  conceal  his  de¬ 
li  gn  from  Mr.  Garrick,  who  had 
early  intelligence  of  the  whole 
fcheme.  The  uneaiinefs  he  felt 
upon  the  occafion  could  not  be 


diffembled  ;  he  dreaded  public  ri¬ 
dicule  as  the  work  of  all  misfor¬ 
tunes,  and  apprehended  the  ruin 
of  that  reputation  which  he  had 
been  railing  fo  many  years.  To 
relent  an  affront  perfonally  to  a 
man  with  a  wooden  leg-  would  on- 
ly  have  exposed  him  to  laughter. 

It  was  pleafant  enough,  during 
the  fufpenfion  of  hofhlities,  to  fee 
them  meet,  cn  a  viiit,  at  a  noble¬ 
man’s  door,  and  alighting  from 
their  chariots.  Significant  looks 
were  exchanged  before  they  fpoke; 
Mr.  Garrick  broke  filence  fir  ft  : 
“  What  is  it,  war  or  peace?” 

Oh  !  peace,  by  all  means,” 
faid  Foote,  with  much  apparent 
glee  ;  and  the  day  was  fpent  in 
great  feeming  cordiality.  Much 
about  this  time,  Mr.  Garrick  paid 
this  levelling  fatirift  a  vifit,  and 
was  furprifed  to  fee  a  buft  of  him- 
felf  placed  on  his  bureau.  Is  this 
intended  as  a  compliment  to  me  ? 
faid  Rofcius.  —  Certainly.  And 
can  you  truft  me  fo  near  your  cafh 
and  your  bank  notes? — Yes,  very 
well,  faid  Foote  ;  for  you  are 
without  hands. 

What  put  an  end  to  this  project 
I  could  never  learn  :  whether  a 
well-timed  gratification,  or  Gar¬ 
rick’s  threats  of  ferving  him  in 
kind.  But  of  this  laft  I  never  heard 
the  leaf!  hint,  though  I  am  well 
perfuaded  that  fuch  a  menace 
might  probably  have  had  its  ef¬ 
fect  ;  for  no  man  threatened  more 
than  Foote,  nor  was  any  man  more 
timorous.  At  the  time  when  he 
was  dealing  out  his  fcandal  at  the 
Hay-market,  and  levelling  all 
characters  for  his  private  emolu¬ 
ment,  he  was  heard  to  declare,  in 
a  kind  of  agony,  that  he  was  a- 
fraid  to  take  a  news-paper  in  his 
hand,  for  fear  of  reading  fome 
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outrageous  abufe  upon  himfelf  or 
his  friends. 

But,  although  the  project  of  a 
mock  proccdion  was  given  up, 
Foote  thought  the  ridiculing  Gar¬ 
rick  on  the  dage  was  a  morfel  too 
delicious  to  refign.  At  the  very 
time  when  the  mind  of  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick  was  didurbed  by  a  fcandalous 
and  faife  infinuation,  which  the 
author  of  it  pubiickly  and  folemn- 
ly  afterwards  difavowed,  Mr. 
Foote,  from  a  ridiculous  pretence 
that  Mr.  Garrick  kept  his  play- 
houfe  open  purpofely  to  diftrefs 
him,  by  acting  leveral  of  his  mod: 
favourite  characters,  and  by  thefe 
means  drawing  all  the  play-going 
people  to  Drury-lane,  refolved  to 
Blew  his  refentment  in  a  manner 
the  mod  profitable  to  himfelf  and 
offenfive  to  Mr.  Garrick. 

He  fird  attacked  him  with  much 
vehemence  in  the  news-papers,  in 
the  form  of  letters,  fables,  and 
dialogues.  This  was  preparatory 
to  his  grand  defign  of  regaling 
the  public  with  a  fead  of  Rofcius. 
The  new  fcheme  was  to  introduce 
him  in  his  puppet-fhew  :  to  this 
end,  a  malk  was  made,  that  bore 
as  near  a  refemblance  as  pofiible 
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to  the  countenance  of  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick,  and  this  he  Ihewed  to  all  his 
vifitors  ;  a  pade- board  figure  of  a 
body  was  prepared,  to  be  joined 
to  the  head  ;  a  man  was  to  be 
concealed  under  this  drange  fhell, 
who  was,  every  now  and  then,  to 
utter  fomething  which  the  author 
was  to  convey  to  him.  But  fo 
fond  was  Foote  of  his  favourite 
Cock  a  doodle  do  1  that,  as  foon  as 
the  figure  was  introduced  on  the 
dage,  he  was  ordered  to  clap  his 
fides,  and  crow  as  loud  as  the 
cock  in  Hamlet. 

This  mock  reprefentation  of  Mr. 
Garrick  was  talked  of  for  a  long 
time,  though  not  announced  in 
the  news-papers.  Foote  laboured 
to  raife  his  fears  and  apprehen- 
fions,  and  at  the  fame  time  to 
create  an  appetite  in  the  public 
for  fo  extraordinary  a  difh.  That 
this  project,  too,  was  afterwards 
laid  afide,  it  was  generally  fup- 
pofed,  was  owing  to  a  fum  of 
money  which  was  borrowed  never 
to  be  repaid  ;  or  perhaps  to  a  gra¬ 
tification,  the  accepting  of  which 
was  dill  more  difhonourable ;  how¬ 
ever,  this  is  only  conjedlure.” 
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